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During the Second Session of the Fifth Parliament csf the 
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HOUSE OP Loiins. 

Tues'day, June 7, I b 1 }■. 

(^ORN IxpoRi vTioN Bill.] The Earl 
of Umdiiitki ipse to 'noveihe second lead¬ 
ing of ihe ( orn E\|>ortation Bill. The ob- 
](< t of the Rill, lie said, was (o allow the 
ftee txpoitaiion of corn and noeal without 
boiitiiy. Altliouf^li in the present state of 
the pro e of corn in this country the Bill 
would have very littfe effect. Us effett on 
litfuid would be pieat and immediate, 
lot l>v laitvniit oil the surplus produce, 
and ilius fvecping ttie market fiopi de> 
pressioii, It would aflbrd a matd^ial protec¬ 
tion to the agriculluiist. lie was not 
aware that this measure could beobjcdid 
to, eilhii by those who approved of, oi by 
those who objected to the resttamts on itu-1 
portatlon, except on account of the abo¬ 
lition of the bounty on expoitation. 
As to this bounty, which was 3s pei 
bushel on the cxporiattoii of wheat when 
at forty eight shiiliiigs the quarter oi 
undei. It could not be supposed that it 
would at any pet lod not v«iy iemote, have 
a practical cfRct as hn encouragement to 
the faimet. They should not therefoie, 
icfuse an immediate benefit, because it 
is coupled with a supposed evil so remote. 
His loidship then concluded by mowing 
the second reading of the Bill, after ob¬ 
serving that another House had recently 
appointed a committee for the full inves¬ 
tigation of the subject of the corn laws, 
jand that he thought then loidships would 
not misemploy their time m appointing a 
committee for the same pui pose. 

Lord GitnviUt said he was far from oh* 
( VOL. XXVIII.) 


jecting to the Bill before the House, or 
wishing to prevent flle faimer, or any 
other body of men, from deriving the ad¬ 
vantages which their capital and their in^ 
dustry might give them, by any restraint 
on the freedom of commerce; but be 
wished to be under»tood, that his consent 
was not given to tins measute as forming 
any part of, or as being connected with 
the other measure relative to' the same 
branch of trade, which hod for some time 
been agitated in another place. It was 
not tegular to debate that measuie whitdi 
had been debated in another place, and 
whith happily had been postponed, &t 
least tor the present session, and which he 
thought—whether rightly or not—would 
*1 passi d, be roost delnmcntal to the nia- 
iiufautunng interest, but above all, n^o^t 
detiimentai to the landed interest of this 
kingdom. But he had taken the fust op¬ 
portunity of declaring his opinion that it 
was impossible that the measure could be 
a fit'onc for the adoption of parliament . 
duiing the piesent session; at least, if 
not for other reasons, for this most conclu¬ 
sive one—because the foundation and sub¬ 
stance of the measure was a scale of duties 
varying according to the price of the ar¬ 
ticle, while the circumstances of the 
country were such, that although it was 
not expl uiicd in the Bill whether the 
price refcricd to was Ulat paid in gold oi 
paper, the price in one of these c^rrenctea 
might be 80*. in the other 60s. It theiV 
lotdships did not first »pply a remedy to 
this most preponderant of all the evils 
.which oppressed the country, it was im- 
pntrible to fix any scale toi the dutihl 
payable on iropoited coin. He was, 
(B) 
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iDoreovei, convinced that it was not tor 
the intcrtst af any class of men, ami most 
injui lous to the interest oi tlu country, to 
oppose any obstacle,to tlie tree im^oita- 
ttKMitckftbe chief aitick of the subsistence 
of its ftopulation. 1' was needles<, for him 
to say, that in thus Iteely dblivermg his 
opintopi, he was not courting vulgai pre¬ 
judice , nr that because he difiesed from 
mcn^ jwho vvtll knew bow much he 
esteemed liiem, on a question which bad 
divided tin most able practical statesmen, 
he had any wish of imputing to them an 
intention to suppoit one class to the in¬ 
jury of others. He disclaimed any such 
intention ffli himself, he diacliimed any 
sucf) imputation pnotheis. Though such 
intention was far from the proposers of 
the measure, he thought its eilect would 
be equally injmious, its present cflect 
was to laise the price of cern; he 
did not beheve its cilecl would be to 
render it lowri in future, or more 
steady at any time If the present evil 
w^Mi necessary, with a view to perma¬ 
nent '’jtuie good, the flouse should look it 
s'eadily in the face, but to inse the 
piiLi* of corn was a measure which, of fill 
others, their Iqi Iships would adopt most 
reluct mil V, and nevci but after a most 
full enquiiy, attended by an absolute cer¬ 
tainty that such benefit would he pio- 
dueed in future as to out-balance the pie- 
sent evil That the puce woui! be at 
present raised appeared most elt ti Ij , foi 
as piiee was iemulated by the propor¬ 
tion of the demand to the supply, how 
could the puce fail to be raised, if, while 
the demand remained the same, a gieat 
source of the <upply was slopped ? With 
such a etitain evil before him, he dis 
trusted a spetulation which depended for 
Uie benehts of a measure on future years 
,01 ccTilmies; <nd he the more distrusted 
It, because it was in op| osilioq to known 
iaUs, and those grneially arknowiedged 
piinxiples of commercial freedom, a Con- 
tr\ tuiioii of which should alwsy s be sup- 
poittd by a gieat weight of proof —it 
was argnc'd, that because tbeie weio many 
departuies (he lamented there were so 
ro<uj} } ift our laws from the principles of 
eotnruercial freedom, by the rqstiiclions 
on foreign and the bounties on domestic 
manu^tifips, which he douBted not had 
btcn injurious to the commercial prospe¬ 
rity of 111 , coufttry by turning capitil and 
indfistiy into the channels least advan- 
* tageous to the countiy, that the violation 
of this piinriple should be extended (o the 
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cofii ti ule, but it woqld be a better 
course fbgthf siigpotters-ef the pritieiplt 
giadnally to abolish the violations oi it 
than to extend'* them. Hi4 Jlordbliip then 
remaiked, that the irysteni of boontie'* 
which the went to abolish, w as a syi,- 
tein fot enabling the pool of other couii- 
tiustoeat then bread theap at the ex-^ 
pence of taxes levied on the people of 
this cuontiv, and concluded by saying, 
dial the Bill biloie their loidships met 
with his most tieart> concurreiict, and 
that the othei Bill, which he hoped would 
not come be tore the House this sc^moii, 
should, if itwcie biought befoii tlum, 
meet with hu niost cbcided opposition. 

The Lari of Lauderdale did not me ui lo 
oppose the Bill, but he could not hel{> 
making a lew observations after what had 
fallen tiom his noble fneiul neat him 
He agieed in what his nohIt fiiend had 
said on the state of the cneulatton, and In 
hoped, that 1 . 1 , noble fiiend would on so.m 
early day move lor a committee to r n- 
sidki the subject, in order to i nahle Uuot 
to foim some peimaiient regulation as i, 
the com laws He agreed, that in the 
pies, nt St lie oi tin eiiculation, no ptiiiia 
neiit regulation tould be adopted, lut In 
w IS eoiivinccd, tiiat even in the prestut 
sta e of things, a regulation from yi it to 
Vtir mii,ht be adopted He ilso hoped 
that toe noble earl who spoke first would 
move foi a roinrailtee to consider the suli- 
|tet ol Jhe < oin iiws, that ihcv michi not 
be under the neeissi^ of rc snug on tile 
suit oi evidence which was often sent up 
to theca from the other House. He agieed 
with Ins noble friend in the geneial piui- 
riplt, that cornmeice ought to be fict 
Tins was a principle winch might be 
saklv and pioperlv acted on with lespoel 
to < 01 n and most other,things, it the nation 
was not so loaded with taxes as it was iiov» 
liul It was a totally distinct question wh t 
system was most proper fin a people so 
taxed as the people of this (ountry weu , 
and in the pre..ent state of things, his opi¬ 
nion was, that It would be impossible to 
permit a free importation without giving 
the foreign'importer * decided advantage 
over the core grower m this counliy. 
Hr ageeed that price vras regulated by the 
extent of the supfily as compaied withr 
the demand : but his noble friend would 
Goticor with him when be said that tbcie 
were two ways of dimini^ing price, nna 
way by diminishing the demand, the 
’other by increasing the supply. Why 
tbia, when enconri^ement was given to 
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the corn giowefs of the toiiintry, the 
supply was raised and the pine dimi* 
nished, 4nd the difference was merelv 
tbi&>that people would, with tne icstramt 
on importationl^ be lufpltcd with con» 
raraed in tins cbuotrj** while, m ttie other 
case,*they would be supplied with com 
from abroad His lordship denied that 
the efftct of the measure which bad been 
pioposcd m another place would be to 
laise the puce of coin, This system bad 
been acted upon from the beginning of 
the reign of king William down to the 
ytai 17b7 ,*dnd so far was it from laising 
the puce, that before 1707, the price of 
torn was '2/. fis 3d , between that lime 
and 1760, for a period of 10 vears, the 
price was so low as If. lbs , and such was 
the conviction at the time that corn would 
liiieiallen much lower, that the minis- 
teis of the chuich of Scothnd (no bid 
judges of their own interests,) petitioned, 
between 17 tO and 1750, to receive their 
augmentations m money instead of com, 
as corn was liktiv to be much reduced in 
price. It was a general aspeision on 
landed propiutors, that the use in the 
piiet of corn .nose from the snerease of 
lents, but this as as quite unfouu<led, as 
the rents often continued to be paid at 
the s-uiie tale in momy, while coin losc in 
saluc In .Voil md, where leiits weit 
supposed to be high, the lii,^lic'>l lent paid 
tor a farm was s/ foi the heotch acre, 
winch was one btth moie than the Ltig- 
lish aeie. Ihis i<.nt had been found, con- 
side I mg the ledocod Value 01 money to be 
not so much as that paid beiwirij 1740 
and 17t>0. Ihe fiet was, tint at piescnt, 
on account of the immense weignt of the 
taxes, thete was a duly on^he tvpoitation 
of British coin. Although the manuiac* 
tuters weie so clamorous against tin Bill 
to lav dunes on impoited com, yet it the 
iestrictionc, on all commodities were re¬ 
moved, they would load the House with 
many mote petitions against commcieiai 
freedom, than they now presented agiinst 
a potilie depaiture ftom that principle 
To sO|)port the aaseition which he had 
made*on a former night, that aianutac- 
luiing labour waa ch^ap in ptoporimn lo 
thedcaitiiof prenfmons, his lordship ad¬ 
duced the evidence taken on the ^ixbjei t 
•f the Ordeis in Council, in #tlrch it w, s 
wntersatly stated that manufiicturcs had 
Slot bufR>redy even winn com was at 0/. b 
the quaittr. The labour, lie observed, 
then became cheaper, because the ttafia- 
facturers, instead of woiking lO hours. 
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were obliged, m order to provide for Ibeii 
families, to work IS hours 

The liarl oi L\aefpool was desiicos of 
'saying a tew woids upon the Bill befoie 
the House : upon ibat whieh had been m 
fact postponed in another place till neict 
session, he did not think it necessary to 
make any observations. In the principle 
of the Bill now before the House, that of 
free exportation of gram, be was entirely 
agreed, considering that prtnci^ as a 
•retain to that sound system of legislation 
wbah ought never to be departed from, 
except upon some special ground, de¬ 
manding particular regulations. Thisopi- 
ninn was wholly independent of the con* 
sideration of any other measure, with a 
view to the regulation of the importation 
oi gram; but supposing importation to 
bt allowed, it would be the height of in¬ 
justice not to permit the expoitation of 
the giain thus imported. A tree expofla- 
tiou o^giain might not, perhaps, piwoee 
, any mateiial piactical benefit to one part 
of the United Kingdom, but on Iieland it 
was well known it would confer a most es¬ 
sential advantage. The Bill theiefoie, 
upon the ground he had mentioned/with¬ 
out teferente to any othei lucabure bliould 
hate bis support. 

After a few words fiom eail Stanhope, 
and fiom lord Grenville and the earl of 
Lauderdale, in explanation, the Bill was 
lead a second time, and commuted fmr 
Fiid ly. The eatl of Haidwicke gave no- 
tiK for Friday oi his,intention to move 
for a Committee on the Coin Laws. 


■ HOUSE or com’vions. 

Tuesday, Jun^7, • 

Galway Llectobs’ Bjll ] Qn the 
order of the day for the second reading of 
the Bill foi removing doubts as to the 
provisions of an Act m.ide in Irt land, in 
the 33d year of ihe reign of his pi esent Ma¬ 
jesty king George the Sd, uilimled, *• An 
Act foi the leliet of bis Majesty’s Popish 
or Roman Catholic subjects of lieland,”, 
m relation to the town of OjlwBy, 

Ml Bluke pioposed to withdraw tin 
order for the second reading of tbo Bill, 
with a view to fix tbe moffon for to* 
moitow. ^ 

I Ml. Daly opposed the proposition, 
stating, that be should rather move the 
nostponemetit o( the second leading of tbe 
Bill to this day six months 

Mr. Itkike then moved, that the Bill be 
now cead a second tiQi'O, and argued in 
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favour of ibe lueaaure, by referring to tbs 
grievance to wbicli not only tbe CatboJica 
bi)t tile IV^QtflStanta of Oalway were sob* 
ject m jcna^ueijaeiice of the extiaoidmary^ 
}>rivij[|f^^ vented in the corporation of Uial 

S Through these privdeges the 
:n anti corporation, who were ap- 
id by external influence, grant&d the 
ri'gbt of voting to a body of peasantry, 
subject tb that mfluciue, and this body, 
consistbgof several, hundred, were niar^h* 
ed into Galway, conscript like, at each, 
elnt^tion, to vote* according to orders^to 
eurcist! a privilege from which the’resi* 
(^nt CalKohcs of Galway, and many of 
the Pi*o^stant residents also, were wholly 
excluded. Thus was the genuine right ot 
election perverted into a mere mockery 
of the A( t of 1793, extending the privilege 
of voting to the Irish Catholics, rendeied 
nPavailing with respect to this important 
town. 

Qljir; said that he would yield to 
no cup in attachment to*the interests,of 
the Calnolic body/ but he could not sup* 
port x Dte'^^ore which ^proposed a direct 
infraction of the chartered rights of Gal¬ 
way. The Catholics of Galway, who 
were not invested with the privilege ot 
voting, had. In fact, ho moie right to com¬ 
plain than those Cathphcs of Dublin oi 
Cork, or any other city or town who 
were not admitted to a participation of 
the privileges of the corporation, and hr 
denied that the Act of 1793 ever pro- 
post'd to interfere, with the charteied 
rights of any place whatever. The hon. 
member concluded with moving an amend- 
inent,that (he Bill be read a second time 
this day six mon|lbs, which amendment 
wib agreed to. , 

! 

PfiTiTlONS WsPECTIMO TBC CoaH 

Laws. ) Mr. Lambton presented a Peti¬ 
tion against any change in tbe cori^ laws 
• from the town of Sundei land* which was, 
he said, sighed by 5,000 persons. 

Sir V. Buhrell took this occasion of 
^stating, that very improper means bad 
*been used to obtain, signatures to some of 
the poiiiions presented to the House i.pon 
this i^ibject. In one instance, that of the 
town pf Kelso, he was assured by the 
most, feeble Authority, that the sig* 
Daiurl jRi^iidiehwcm actually annexed 
tio'pie^ atition; nay, evhn French pri- 
ao^DerfltWere resorted to iq order to swell 
' the list of the petitioner.^. Such, pr similar 
rnpoeitions upon Uie Housp, ought, he 
fplt, tp he fully exposed. 


'The Petition vrm ordered to be on the 
tabic. 

Petition rao* tbe BaiTisP Mustv<u 
FOK THE PtjRCBASE OF A, C0LU1CTH>N OP 
'Astriov^'^'E^O 4 ft^nt the truv- 

tpcsof the British Mnsehm was hipngbt 
up and read, setting forth, 

“ That b^ the munificence of parlia¬ 
ment a most valuable collection, consisting 
chit fly of ancient sculptured marbles, 
furmetl with great-taste and judgment by 
the late Charles Towiieley, esq., was pdr- 
rhai>ed at the public expenc^ and placed 
under the care and management of the 
trustees of the British 'Museum, and that 
in addition to the said collection of ancient 
marbles formed by the said Charles 
Towneley, esq., there was also lollecled 
by him a very extensive series of smaller 
antiquities of great variety and beauty, 
and that Peregrine Edward Towneley, 
esq , the present proprietor of this collec¬ 
tion of antiquities, has declared hi<. wil¬ 
lingness to add them to the above-mi n- 
tioned 1 ollection of marbles upon fair and 
rensoAabIc terms, and the pititioners con¬ 
ceive the acquisition of this collection 
would be attended with national advan¬ 
tages, and that they are desiious of making 
application to the House for a grant to en¬ 
able them to purchase the said collection, 
but the time prescribed by tbe order of 
the House for presenting petitions has 
elapsed; and that tbe petitioners could 
not present their petition within the pre- 
bdibed time, the proposal for tbe sale of 
the said collection not having been made 
to them, or the value of it ascertained, till 
within a very short period of the present 
tioie ; and praying, that .they may now * 
have leave to present their petition for the 
purposes aforesaid." 

<)rdered to be referred to a Committee, 

with power to send* for persons, papecs 

and records. * 

, » 

Petis^IONS RESVECTING THE OfFICB OF 

Gaugee oi* the Port of Lonuon.] A 
Petition of several merchants aad im¬ 
porters of and dealers in wines, qurits, 
oils, and other gaugeabie liquors, was 
pri^ented and read, setting forth. 

That the petitioners observe, by the 
votes pf the House, that a select comnit- 
tee has been appointed, to enquire into the 
operation and effect of tbe several Acte 
for erecting docks, and otherwise im- 
nroving the port of London, so far as re¬ 
lates ,*o the gauging of wine and other 
scugeable commodlhes tmpofled into the 
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gftid port; and ttMt wtieA tha city gaugf r 
has beau iiiU*rrapK)d ra'tbli performance of 
the dati<;« «f hkwictent Affice/being that 
of fisrer^ipbg by gdnge iW troc comonts 
of all nmeif importad and brought to t^e 
port'of JLondon, containing sriuea^pirtu, 
oils, add pther gaogef ble liqOorA, and the 
quantity of such liquors contained therein, 
grt>at loss and inconvenience has 'bejen 
sustained by the petitioners; and that 
casks being overgauged, o% in other words, 
being piarked as conlaining^a larger quan^ 
tity than they will in reality contain, OC'* 
casions disputes between buyer and'seller, 
and the petitioners, in sending out such 
casks to their Coirei^ndents in the coun* 
try, who measui'e out the contents by re* 
taiU are consequently charged by, them 
with an intention ot fraud; and when 
such casks are exported to foreign 6oan' 
tries, the petitioners are liable to the same 
charge, nut only injurious to theiij^puta* 
tioii as individuals, but at.the same time | 
giving a slain to the national chaiacfer, all 
oi uhtih inconveniences would, as the pe*'^ 
titiOners believe, be lemedied by the exer¬ 
cise of tbe^aiicient office of 6ity gauger j 
upon all gaugeable vessels and liquors aa 
lieretofore practised; and praying, that 
the exercise of the said office by the city 
gauger, which has been of late iuleri opted 
at the quays, established in heu ot the 
former legal quays, may be declared to 
extend to all vessels containing gaugeable 
liquors imported and brought into, the port 
of London wheresoever landed in the said 
port; and that the petitioners may be 
heard, by themselves, their counsel qr j 
,agents, before the said committee in sup¬ 
port of regulations which so materially 
allect them and the trade of the port of 
London, in respect lo gaugeable commodi¬ 
ties, and that they may have such'relief as 
to tbe House shall seem meet/’ 

A Petition of several merchants trading 
to the West India colonies, and importers 
ot rum at the poit of London, was alio pre¬ 
sented and-read ; setting'forth, * ^ ' 

“ I'hat a Petition of the court of mayor 
and aldermen of the city of London, hath 
lately been presented to tbe House,' 
praying, that leave may be given to bang 
in a BiH to enable btl Majesty to craut to 
the payor, commonalty, and d^caa 
Irfiodon the office of ganger at certain 
dooka (made and erected under an Act of 
^9 Geo. 9, for rendering more commo¬ 
dious, and for better regulating, tbe port 
of London) called the West India docks, 
aud at all legal quay a and sufierUnae 
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whsrfs whereon gaugeable ceatbieditiee' 
might then or thereafter be lawfully iindad 
within the port of London; and that tl^ 
corporatien of t{ie city of London fiafc 
admitted in their said petition that tbf 
said docks, apongst others, are situaied 
not of the local limits of tbe said city and 
tbttKb'ariies thereof, and that consequently 
they could not, under Uiiir ancient char¬ 
ter, legally claim toexc^ciae tftpir said pffice 
of gauger on gaugeable coino^Ui^fanre 
imported and landed; and that the peti¬ 
tioners are and always have been, Since 
tbe erection of the said West India docks# 
perfectly satisfied with tbe gauging n 
rum as taken from time to time.by the 
revenue officers and tbe officers employed 
by the West India dock company for that 
purpose; and (hat, inasmuch as the foreign 
spint importers and buyers of rum have 
for several years past regularly employed 
a person (to whom every tacility has been 
afibrded by the court of directors of the* 
West India dock company) .to take the 
gauges of rum and other spirits on their 
behalf at the said docks, and to dfscharge 
all the duties theretofore performed by the 
City gauger, the petitioners humbly submit 
that the public have not, as is alleged in 
the said petition, suflTered any loss or in^ 
convenience whatever by the offiqeofcity 
gauger at the said, docks having been 
abolished ; and that the admission of the , 
said city gauger within the premises of 
the West India dock company being solely 
lor the purpose of producing emolument to 
the corporation of the afy of London^ * 
would be attended with a considerable 
additional expehce to the petitioners as 
importeis of rum, and tbe appointment of 
any such officer would be found highly 
iujurious to the interests of the petitioners# 
and be productive also of serious inconve¬ 
nience and delay in their business; and 
praying, that they may be heard, by them¬ 
selves their counsel or agents, against tlie 
said petuion; ajid that tbe Bill prayed for 
by the said city may not pass into a law.” 

The said Petitions were ordered’ to be 
referred to the select committee appointed 
to enquire into tbe operation and effect of 
tbe several acts for erecting docks and 
otherwiie improving the port of Ismdom 
so far as Telate^ to the gaugiog’of win^ 
and othec gaugeable commodities ipi- 
ported into the swd port; and the peti- ' 
tiuners are to be heard# by tbmnsmvel 
tbev oi^nsel or agents# upon their petitioDj, 
if think fit. 
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Fttn OF CoDAis OF JPu^TKC.J StF been fitice augmented to iZJjr. and this ofTjce 
■John Neaxpotf began, by declaiiqg ins snr- too was litld by a ton of tfae chief jusute. 
pnse to learn, that doubth wi re expressed Upon such extraordinary returns tiom 
by aome persons as to ^he right of that, Hiest oiifces, which eere either saleable or 
Houee to make any inquiry lespecting the haH liy the chief justice’s o]vn relatives, 
feet, received m tho (Ouru of justice : for he {sir u N ^ did not thmirfit to Bu{ke any 
WRrti doubts could not jiessibly be enter* comment. V^ith icspectto the court ol 
telbed by anyone acquainted witit the Chancery, it was letiiarkable, he said, tiiat 
recoids or the duties of paiiiament. In no retum v^hatever had, up to this hour, 
the Repoit oi.lhe finince committee been made from that court. Then, as to 
thvrdwas a distinct declaiatioii of th> the lush courts^ thete had been no enquiry 
ngbt and duty of parliament to enquire L since the Uipon, although that measure 
into, in order to check great abuses, and to F tendered enquiry moio necessary lor' 
regulate the fees ui chaigts made by the the House was not to learn that whenever 
officers erf the several courts, and the imei - abuse Was likely to occ or it was most to he 
position of that House upon this subject m apprehended in places lemote from the 
16d4 and iOU3, was recorded on the seat of sovereignty, be cause there it was less 
Journals Iheretore he (eh that he was exposed to observation In reicriing to 


fbilovving various precedents and per¬ 
forming his duty to the public, in movntg i 
Ibn session for a return of the Iti s rect iv ed I 
by the several ufTicers belonging to the ' 
•different couits of Oreat Biitain. The 
House bad .thought proper to adopt bis 
motion, and among the returns ni ide in 
pursuance of its older, he was concerned 
to fay, because he must conceive it to piu- 
ceed'from erior, that some of them weie 
manifestly erroneous lor instance, the 
return from the cicik of the rules oi the 
^urt of King’s-bench stated, that there 
had been no additional fees in (hat depart- 
. ment since the returns m-vdi m i7os, 
aHliough from a bill of costs whii h he hi Id 
la his band! there had been a consideiabic 
aagmentatioH. In 1798, the charge for 
a rule was only 2c Od whereas it now 
amounted to 4s and uf this increase it 
appeared extiaordittbiy, that when the 
lo^iature imposed a tax of one shilling, 
the clerk oi ilie rules thought propei to 
add Sixpence lot his own piuht Thus an 
office, winch, according to the icport of 
179S, yielded 2,900/ a year,had received 
an additional reve iiue of 830(. af the 
expence of the suitors for |ostice, and this, 
too, in an oifn e that was saleable. The 
return also from the marshal of the coorf 
of Kurg’s-bcnch was equally eironeotis, 
lor to the fees which amounted in 1798 to 
ISs 4ift no less than 7s. had been stneo 
added. Yet the return distinctly stated, 
thauno rhenge whatever had taken place, 
and tlmt' «t was to be tecollccted was an 
office held by the sbn of the chief justice, 
•nd executed b\ d'poty. The return 
ffiotti the clerk of Nisi Pnns was »l«o crio 
nOous; for there, too, it was slated, that no 
cliaiige had taken place since 1798, although 
tbe fees which then amounted to 1^<, had 


the proceedings uf the scveial couils, in 
consequence of the ordti iispccting feis, 
a fact bad been communicated to bini, 
which ftvas of a very pttoliar rharactet 
indeed The chu I judge of one of the se 
couits had ordtied the officers connected 
with It not to make any return to that 
Housi until previously levned by him; 
and this judge, upon seeiug,a statement 
in one ofln er^s return of a sum received 
foi a seaicb, had immediately expunged 
It, obsbiviiig, that this sum was a gratuity 
and not a ice ; to another officer also, thii, 
judge ob&eived, that a fee which had been 
received for 20 years was truly a new fee, 
uid, therefore, not within the view ol the 
order of the House, which refined only 
to the augmentation of fees 1 hese officers 
had in consequence made no leturiis, from 
a proper feeling of unwillingness to make 
any returns inconsisttnt with the sense 
and spirit of the order oi the House. The 
right hoik baronet here took a review of 
the conduct of the Scotch couits, and 
observed that from the returns before the 
House It appeared that the loi Is of session 
had thought propei,of then own authority, 
to order a tee of 3s. tb be exacted tul 
every paper presented to their clerks, 
altRoagh the Act of 1810 contained a 
schedule of fees, With which schedule tins 
order was quite inconsistent. This addi- 
tioml fee, which served to put about 8,000/ 
a year into the pockets of halt a dozen 
clerks, and which in fact imposed a tax 
upon suiters, he tbonglit au extraordtpary 
assumption, upon which it would be fm 
parHument to dei ide. into these several 
poiMs he did not, at this fate period of thu 
sesston, propose any specific enquiry, but 
be felt It necessary that thd House should 
deolare its cqiiinon upon the luljecl. The 
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rigiit lioo. Uarwa^tiklwisi BQH>veil a scfies of. 
RW(>laiik>na decJariu. 04 :>' of tbe various 
poi,iiu ur^ iii-^b»,««rui'ao,'of bis sf^o^cb. 
Ilpontiie iistiRcsujutien Uoti^ re^d by^bo 
Sjioaker. ^ ■ 

Mr; i*eel roie^nd suggt^sted to tb« r'^bt 
hon. batoftct lh« p^ropi’icty of ^in^poniiig 
tbe discussion to some future period. From 
tiie'short notice that bad been given, it was 
impossible that tbe I[ou«e could have 
nnUcipated the nature of the Resotutrons, 

I he firit of which lie decidedly condemned. 
He did uot rise to 0 |i.pose tbe motion, but 
only to put it to tbe right bon. bsu'oneti 
whether, considering the thin state of the 
House, and the absence of the ministers of 
tbe crown, necessarily caused by tbe 
arrival of tbe jllustrious personages who 
were expected, it would not be expedient 
to defer the consideration of tbe subject to 
some future occasion. The House, indeed, 
was hardly prci>ared to go into it, fur of 
the various returns referred to by tbe 
light bon. baronet, only one, he believed, 
Ibat relating to the court of King’s-beneb, 
was in the possessioUnof members. 

Mr. Ponconhy said he was glad to bear 
the hon. gentleman say he bad no objeo 
tioii to tbe principle of tbe measure, be* 
cause such, mojtions as the present were of 
the utmost use to the public, by calling 
tbe atteutiou of paiiiament from time to 
time to the various abuses that exi.sted. 
He had no duubji his right bon.friend would 
willingly concur in the wish expressed by 
the hon. gentleman, ibr postponing tbe 
discussion at present. 

Mr. Peel explained, and begged that be 
might not bs be understood as giving any 
pledge to support tbe principle of the luo- 
tiun. He had merely stated that he did 
not object to the nioliuii being discusser!. 

Sir J. Newport Iben withdrew bis Reso¬ 
lutions, and fixed them for that day se'n- 
night. . • 

; Apprentice Laws.] ' Mr. Serjeant 
lOnslaw moved tbe order of the day, for 
Ibe House to resolve itself into a com* 
inittee of tbe whole Uoase to consider fur- 
ilher of the Bill to repeal part of an Act i 
‘passed in the 3th year of queen EIisisabeth> 
intituled, " An Act containing, dbrers 
oi;dert for artificers, labourers, servant*of' 
bosbandry, and apprentices.” 

Mr. Jjxiihaspl said that counsel were 
.wasting to be beard at the bar in bebidf. 
:of certain artificers and journeymen who 
had petitioned that House against lay 
|iilteration of the law as it now stood. 
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* Mr. Alderman AiMins. m&kid that tbe 
discussion^ould be pbstponed to a intnre 
day, coniiBering tbe great imponanco of,* 
the .laeasnre itself, and the v^y few toeoat*' '■ 
bets who were preiwnt. • 

'Mr. Serj. Ons/ott; objected to any deiayA,' 
Sufii'cient notice bad been giren of tbe 
whole measure, and it bad been defected 
from day to day already, so often that be 
thought bimself warranted; ia presstt^ the' 
consideratioii of it now. 
the,[>etitiom that had been presented, very 
few, of tbe persons signisg them were 
really affected by the proposed aitecatioia, 
He had looked into sixteen or severtteen - 
of them, and {bund that to be tlie case 
with ail of them. In oae the wooLcombers. 
of Devonshire prayed drat no repeal might 
take place, when, in fact^ a repeal bad 
actually taken place four years 9 go with' 
respect to. ail the woollen manufacturetSs 
of England and Wales. , 

Aft^r a few words- from general tplis- 
coyne, who spoke in favour of goiirg 
into tbe discussion, tbe House resolved it> 
self into tbe Committee. Co&nspl was . 
called in; when Mr. Alderman Atkins said 
that if the Committee persisted in beaming 
counsel on so important a mea.sure, and • 
,wUli so .>imall an attendance of members, 
hj»should feel it his duty to move that the 
('omtnittee be counted.—-A cooverstation- 
nrsued, in which sii F. Flood, Mr. Serj. 
On.slow’, *sir J. Newport, and Mr. Ptu- 
theToe participated ; wheii Mr. Alderman 

• Afkitis moved,’that the Committee aheutd 
be counted. It was accordingly done, apd 
there ticing only 21 members present, tlte. 
House adjoumpd of course. 


H,OTISE OF LORDS. 

Wednesday, June 8 . 

Roman Catholic Question.] Tbe Earl ■ 
oT Donoui'kmorc presented to tbe lIou.se tbe. 
Ccneral Petiiion'of the Catholics of Ireland, i 
praying the removal of all existing disao- 
bilities; .also similar Petitions from the 
Calholii's of tbe city and county 4)-{ Cork, 
the town of Carrick-on-SUir, the county of 
Tipperary, and (h*^ county of Rostomnion. 

The noble earl said, that it not being 
his, intention to call their lordab^ti^to'aa 
oarly . discussion, poasibly no^ to; , any 
daring the continuatice of tbe f>resa#t 
ft-ssion, on the subject matter of the several' 
petitiotuhwfaich it was his duty to present 
to the- House, on the pai t of his Catholic 
couauynwtj b« should avail biRi.self of ^ 
tfiftt, the only opportuaiiy wbkb was likely 
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to be afforded to hioit for the purpose of 
stating on wbat principles u was, that he 
' should refrain Irom pr(s:>ing upon their 
lordships attention then, those Lonceasinns 
to the wishes and the interests oi the Irish 
aaeuoD, ot which be continued to feel, 
with increasing rather than diminished 
force, the wisdom, justice, and nec( ssity 
He must acknowledge, he said, in the hist 
pia^ that icspecting the suitableness of 
>lfM'*pre8ont time for taking into constle- 
rauon the Catholic claims, his sentiments 
did not originally coincide with those, 
which had been and expiessed, fur a 
consideiable time past, by the great majo 
• rity of their parliamentary hiends Ihcir 
own opinions bad been, from the beginning, 
and still continued to be, anxious and 
earned for an immediate discussion 1 hose 
of then; parliamentaiy ft tends were, on 
the conttary, and had long bien, equallj 
detyded against the piudente and expe¬ 
diency of bringing the question forward, 
tluiine the present session, lu any shape 
wlmtever 

Iti this* opinion he was not t nabled to 
bring himself to concur, becaust he was 
coilTinccd that the situation of the ques¬ 
tion, at the end of the last session-—the 
great eveyts which had succeeded each 
other in so rapid a course'—all the circuu^' 
stances in bhort, coupled to,,etliei, of these 
most extraordinary times, stiongly ie'> 
commended an eaily con&ideiatitni oi the 
subject, and with tlu most promibiiig hope 
of w favourable result. 

The triumph of argunienls and of talent 
which was exhibited in favour of religious 
liberty, in the discussions oC the last year, 
the great accession of character which 
had then been thrown into the scale oi 
concession, the influence which all this 
must have had on the public mind , the 
recorded declaration, by members 
in another place, that it was fiUing to ic 
More to their Cutholic countrymen the 
first piiTilege of a citizen of a free state, 
the light of sitting in either House of Par¬ 
liament, the solemn avowal of his Ma- 
lesty’s principal secietary of state (lord 
Castlereagb), that things could not remain 
as they Ware, the opportunities which 
must haya been aflurded to this able and 
efficiMit servant of the ciowrn, during the 
course of hts late itapoi taiu mission, and of 
which It most be presumed he did not fail 
to avail faimseli, feeling, as he is known to 
do, on the subject of the CqUiolic claims. 
When (continued the noble lord) did their 
relations with foreign powers ever stand at 
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any foimer period on it basts so fiim and 
so extended ^ When, by the energies and 
the petseVIranee, the vaienr and the re¬ 
sources of thi% country, her natural enemy 
and great rival m the scale of uations was 
restored to the blewings of legitimate go¬ 
vernment; when the sovereign of France 
had quitted the arms of Biitish protection, 
the bosom orBiiiisli hospitality, but to as¬ 
cend the thinne of his anrestors' whtn the 
same powerful assist uice had not been less 
iflectual in placing again upon the ihati 
of St Peter, the \enerable head of the 
Catholic churl h , and when to sum up all 
those great fai ilities, thus ciiattd bv the 
presrnt postun ni our relUions with all 
other foreign states, the reprt tentative of 
the joveicign poutifl had hirnsiii lui the 
Oordian knot, and had ih moiiMrated, be¬ 
yond the possibility of doubt or lavil, how 
easy It would he, to convcil into a poni r- 
ful instrument in the hands ot the slate, 
that iormidablc phin om of pipii powtr 
and papal supieiuacj^, the solitaiy, the 
only remaming aigumtni agaiusi tb'' ad 
misMun of the petitioners m o ill the pr - 
vilegts of the constitution 

\Wuld It bcwondcicd, that he should 
anxiously look for discussion undei such 
cm umstances as these, and with not uu- 
sangume hopes as to the probable result’ 

Lsei\ reason, iiotn without, thus seem- 
ing to suggest the present time as paiticu- 
larly favourable to the agitation of this 
question, what could have indisposed bis 
own pailiamentary ii tends and those of 
the Catholic cause, to the discussion of the 
question, pndei cncunistances so vety en¬ 
couraging ’ 

In answering that question, he was 
awaie on what delicate ground be was 
about to tread ; but it was necessary fur 
him to discharge his duty by all m tba^ 
place, with whatever reluctance and r«- 
t,ret The only answer he could give, 
confomiably to the facts, wasthis—because 
they did conceive that the late pioceed- 
I mgs of the Catholic board, the only accre¬ 
dited organ toi the expression of the sen¬ 
timents and the Heelings of the lush Ca¬ 
tholic commuutt^, had tended to leiard, 
lather than adiaoce, their own interests 
and the success of ifaeir question. 

Ihc iioble eni said, he woyld not enter 
into the paiticulars of that conduct, to 
which be felt himself compelled to allude. 
He wished he could say, lu the language 
of sincerity, that the same feeling was not 
universal in this well judging country, be 
wished he could say in the language ot 
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tnitfa, tiMt #i» AlWM ftefiag «M not hi» 
«iffft .; luand that bosird 

kad eonakterable Ume (nutf 

—^tksiiiilpitAver of energy 

and bad iMrt^iended to rjrtora 

rad^if to jtbe 4e«|yfed^tisfa. 

Kteift^of^ieir owtuoeasure* t^toccess of 
the GatboJh: cause. But, bbirever little 
prepared to doubt or deny that such i$ 
the actual state of the case, he was not 
di^osed to pay to the members of either 
House of Parliament so bad a compHmeht, 
as to suppose them capable of renouncing 
a great public (question, to the support of 
which they had been long committed on 
its own intrinsic merits, only because it 
had not been advocated by some of those 
who were nearlv interested in its success, 
with all due prudence and discretion. 

Feeling thus upon the subject, he thought 
it his duty to remove all such impedi¬ 
ments as these entirely out of the waj'— 
and upon ilie wb,ole be could not but 
avow, dial h;s opinions had still remained 
favourable to liie discussion of the subject; 
or rather, perhaps, that he did not feel that 
be had sulTicient grontids on which to 
Combat the wishes of the petitioners them¬ 
selves on the management of their own 
qoestioii, so strongly, so unequivocally 
expressed. 

Circumstances, however, of a very re¬ 
cent date, had caused him to see the sub¬ 
ject then in a very ilidercnt point of view; 
and had satisfied his mind, that the pre¬ 
sent moment bad become particularly un¬ 
favourable for that discussion, for which 
the Catholics bad been themselves pressing 
with so much earnestness—and, as the 
late rescript from the depository of the 
Papal power promised, at its first ap- 
pearuce, results so very encouraging, in 
the same proportion bad the manner in 
whteh this document been received by 
such of tbe noble earl’s Catholic country¬ 
men, as bad delivered their sentiments 
upon it, tended to disconcert and over- 
,throw all imm'ediate prospects of any 
[satisfactory arrangement in tbe present 
temper of the public mind. 

. Instead of p^docing calmness and a dis¬ 
position towards conciliation, this instetao 
ment appeared to had the very opposita 

e^ct. His Catholic countrymen seemed 

1^ at fvar with tbe representative of the 
aptborlty of the sovereign pomtifi' 
lelf: and upon no less impmieot a 
,Bct than ^se discipline of their own 
|church,;.. an^..^japoa that branch of it'-lpc 
'vhich had^^loimediatc reference to 
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Wra. fbp« most latere^ng and 
topic: id < tbo*e discussions, wbici 
w«f« tibemsislyto so aoxiocw ur bring i 
Imm^itdo ciNMideratton ofparlia 
Ffsibis shite of'witolare was never Htnly 
baVe an end, the present would certatidy 
be, under such a view of thie sut^ecb: ds 
good a time for brihging^the matte* 
diseumioh as any other. 3^ ^0 wiwi^ 
tiohs of tbe Catholic prelates, iat ibdrTf^ 
recent meeting, had offered' a reast^" 
prospect of^kome accommodation of Cl 
differences of Opinion, on topics of so a 
important a nature. Though it was seif 
iy to be expected that the result of tbetr 
intended conference trith the head of their 
church, could be known sufficiently soon, 
to afford a hope of their becoming the 
foundation of any parliamentary proceed** 
ings before the end of the present session. 

What real friend to the success of thgia 
petitions—who, that was not prepared ,to 
encounter certain disappointment and dh* 
feat—with every prospect too, under ihe 
guidance of temper and discretion, of an 
early and satisfactory result, would preci¬ 
pitate the consideration of the Catholic, 
question now, under such circumstances m 
these ? 

But, though the advocates of tbe jputl- 
tioners had thought it thek duty to ab* 
stain from any agitation of the'sublet 
now, the time being little suited, iff 
opinion, for its temperate discassion, mi** 
nislers had not thought it expedient to 
adopt, on their part, the same reserve and 
forbearance. They had dispatched tkft 
question, so far as in them lay, without 
the trouble of much consideration, at at 
late party dinner,, by a dashing toasf, 
short, but so very significant as not to ^ 
misunderstood—" The Protestant Ascen* 
dancy.” 

The occasion of this meeting, serious—. 
of no ordinary description—the celebratkaii 
of the principles of their late politba^ 
leader, by tbe disciples of Mr. PittV 
school, graced by the presence nf tint' 
ministers of the crown, moving'iit.a body, 
as we are informed by , the fpvinted re* 
ports of these proceemffgs^ and renew** 
ing, as it were, the solemn pejifetoten of- 
their faith, at tlie ‘Bltar of Ij^oiptbeig; 
canonized saint.'; - 

But vrbat dlt' lbis ** Protestant -^pnu- 
dancy’*i of <tfaeiri mean—delivered,' » it 
seem^l'b) kmre Ikeu, with sucked air of 
auilto|jiijr,|' Jn. this country, iKtownt no- 
tkingk«lHe«ilJy, * vox et pts^iiia cubd/. 
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a bad «xcuse for a bumper of urine. To 
•D Irish ear it was the watch<word for dis* 
acntion, there oaly to be understood by 
ito coiteiative terms, the depression of oor 
(^bolic feiloW'SUbjects, a needless insult 
to lour^fifibs of the populatian~an invita¬ 
tion to a community composed of ma¬ 
terials inflammable enough, not to love, 
but to hate one another—and this anti- 
aoainh’ordinance pronounced with all the 
' solemnity of an oracolar precept, by the 
assembled ministers of the Prince Regent. 
And was not this recent declaration of the 
feelings of ministers, before a word had 
beM ottered upon the merits of these 
petitions, an additional and decisive rea* 
ion, against bringing the subject forward 
now, at a moment so unpromising and in¬ 
auspicious ? 

The noble earl proceeded to observe, 
that having already called their lord<iiips’ 
attention to the late Rescript of the sub¬ 
prefect of the Propaganda, be could not 
withhold the expression of his sincere con¬ 
cern and surprise, at the tone in which 
these opinions, thus proceeding from the 
representative ot the sovereign pontiff, had 
been received, by all descriptions of per- 
aoDs, amongst his Catholic countrymen, 
who bad delivered any opinion on the 
subject, with the exception only of the 
very respectable prelates of that church. 
So harsh a treatment of such a document 
as this, could, in his view, only have pro- 
eeuded front a perfect misconception of 
its obvious meaning and intention. To the 
Understanding of the noble earl, the in- 
atrvment in question could convey no 
other meaning than this,—that so far as 
the opposition of the Irish Catholics to the 
provisions of the late Bill, bad proceeded 
on the supposed want of a previous know¬ 
ledge of the sentiments thereupon of the 
spiritaal head of their church, tjiese difficul¬ 
ties were no longer to stand in the way— 
and to this the sub-prefect bad snbjoined, 
purely as a matter of advice and recom¬ 
mendation on his part, that, in his opinion, 
the Bill, and all its provisions, ought to be 
accepted aqu& gratdque anm6 '-but there 
Was no iiqanctionfor its being so received, 
nr received at all. In this construction, 
the noble earl said, be bad the satisfaction 
of bdlllg Imported by the late resolutiona 
of the Irish Citholic prelmes, who bad 
conveyed these, their sentiments on the 
lidijact, by declaring, that this rescript 

« ot mandatory; bat they bad an* 

I from entering into ttiesewann ani- 

oiou, by wtudh the reiolatiMa ef 
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all other classes of men in Ireland, who 
had taken the subject into their considera¬ 
tion, was BO strongly marked. Why, 
therefore, quarrel with this vevereM 
RimaaD gentleman, so high in anlhority, in 
the Catholic church, only becanae )pi bad 
delivered bis sentiments upon aantijeet, on 
which he was certainly well entitled to 
form an opinion i 

But with respect to the receiving 
pratique anim6, or in any other way wiM- 
ever, the Bill in question, encumbered with 
those provisions which had been so uni¬ 
versally and so justly objected to, from 
one end of Ireland to the other, no man 
existing could be more strongly of opi¬ 
nion than the noble earl against the ac¬ 
ceptance of such a Bill, which, he de¬ 
clared, be could view in no other light, 
than as a barter, for temporal advantages, 
of the independence of their church. 

To the exemplary conduct of the minis¬ 
ters of that church be had, on former oc¬ 
casions, borne bis strongest testimony; and 
it was the testimony of a man who hail 
much Connection with the individuals of 
that church, and abundant means fur 
forming a correct opinion; a more con¬ 
scientious or exemplary discharge of an 
important duty was not to be found in 
any other class or description of men—> 
from the first dignitary of their church, to 
the humblest assistant of (he parish priest. 
Nor were the voluntary donations from 
their flocks, an unsuitable reward for a 
laborious duty, zealously performed. The 
Catholic priesthood themselves asked no 
more—stipends, they were desirous of re¬ 
ceiving none—excepting only from the 
hands of those to whom they were in the 
constant habit qf commuaicating the con¬ 
solation of their holy ministry! iUid where, 
asked the noble earl, is to be found, 
within the whole range of Catholic Ire¬ 
land, an agency so powerful, for the pro¬ 
motion of subordination, and the suppres¬ 
sion of crime, as amongst these unpaid 
aervants of the crown—these nnpensioned 
instruments, in the hands of the govern¬ 
ment of the state f 

This being, then, according to his con¬ 
scientious opinion, a true picture of the 
present state of the Catholic chnrch in 
Ireland, what nacessity was tbore, he 
would demand, for any new-fangled alte¬ 
ration of that machinery, which thmrn 
bad been so long an experience, and 
which bad still continoed to work so well ? 
The noble earl, therefore, deprecated the 
tmemiit at any interfeieoce,' m the part 
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of the gef«iDiaent» in the eppointmeak of 
the CatbelK hiebop*, which coulU not pee* 
wbly improve that inatitetion. excellent in 
i* 4 elf already—or any endeavour to pre» 
vail upon.the roktutect of that persuaaion 
to’accept stipends from the slate, not 
only* nncalled for on their part, but at 
which their minds revolted, and which 
could only tend to make them suspected 
by their flocks, and perhaps to slacken 
their exertions in the discharge of their 
laborious functions. 

But| though be deprecated strongly 
such an interference as this, in the con* 
cerns of the Catholic church, it was not 
less his opinion, that some advances ought 
to be made towards conciliation by his 
Catholic countrymen—that the opporlu* 
nities fur such an amicable adjustment, 
were easy and obvious—and that, without 
such an adjustment, he saw no prospect of 
accomplishing the objects of the Catholics, 
and those of their parliamentary friends. 

To what possible purpose then, conti¬ 
nued the noble earl, did it, or could it 
tend, to vote a string of negative proposi¬ 
tions—as bad been the practice with the 
Catholic board for a considerable time 
past, as the basis, on which the Catholics 
were to treat with their Protestant brethren 
lor their re.admission into the stale ?— 
Was it possible that they could expect to 
obtain the arcomplisliraent of that for 
which they were contending, by claiming 
from parliament every thing which had 
been withheld, and declaring, at the same 
tinje, that there should be ou advance, on 
their part, of any kind, towards adjustment 
or conciliation f Etjually distant from that 
disposition which could lead to a satis- : 
factory result, were the Catholics them- i 
selves^ and those by whom their claims 
were resisted. AQord time tor reflection, 
and it was impossible, that a sense of 
their mutual interests would not bring the 
parlies in Uiis irritated warfare nearer to 
each other. It was, therefore, on ail these 
accounts, and in every view of the sulyect, 
bis decided opinion—that there existed an 
indispensable necessity, that the Catholic 
question should, for a short time, rest upon 
its oars. It was from the present sotgien- 
Sion of discussion that he had formed e 
strong and gratifying aaticipaaen of future 
success. These cheering prospects ooald 
Mtly be marred by precipitation and in- 
eemperate aeal. 

Amongst the other arguments for poit> 
poning the ounsideration of the ^uestian, 
the ad>l« earl kaidj that he had intemled 
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to have urged the opportanUy which 
would have been thus afforded to the eon- 
ciJietory government—as the noble earl 
had understood it to be—of the pr#«^ht 
lord lieutenant of Ireland, to have its dlie 
effect on the frame and temper of the |i^b- 
lie mind. But, since the noble earl baff 
come into that House, a document bad 
been put into his hand, by a noble friend 
of bis, which he had perused with equal 
astonishment and concern. The 
matioD of the lord lit utenant and privy 
council, against the further assembling of 
the Catholic Boaid.* To enter into any 


* The following Proclamation, by the 
lord lieutenant ano council of Ireland, dis¬ 
solving tbe Catholic Board, was issued on 
the 3d of June. 

« Whitworth. 

Whereas an assembly, under the de¬ 
nomination of the Catholic Board, has, for 
a considerable time, existed in this part of 
the United Kingdom, under pretence of 
preparing petitions to parliament, on be¬ 
half of the Roman Catholics of Ireland : 

" And whereas. Under the provisions of 
an Act made in the parliament of IrMand, 

; in the 33d year of his present Majesty, 
intituled, “An Act to prevent the election 
or appointment of unlawful assemblies, 
under tbe pretence of preparing public 
petitions or other addresses to bis Majesty 
or tbe parliament,*’ the said assembly is 
an unlawful assembly: 

“ And whereas great artifice bas been 
employed, in order to persuade the public 
generally, and his Majesty’s Roman Ca¬ 
tholic subjects in Ireland in particular, 
that such an assembly is lawful and neces¬ 
sary to the exercise of the right of pe¬ 
titioning; 

“And whereas the law bath hitherto 
nof been enforced against tbe said assem¬ 
bly, in the expectation that those who 
bad been misled by said artifice would be¬ 
come sensible of their error, and in the 
hope that the^said assembly would be dis¬ 
continued without the necessity of legal 
interposition: 

" Mow, we, the lord lieutenant, by and 
with the advice and consent of his Majes¬ 
ty’s privy council, being satisfied that tbe 
permanence or the further continuance of 
tbe said assembly can only tend to serve 
the ends of factions and seditious persons, 
and to the violation of the public peace, 
do hereby t strictly caution and forewarn 
all sucbvkCf bis Majesty’s subjects as are 
memhen of the said amcmhly, that tbqy 
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dUcussion upon the tneriU of that docu* 
ment, at the present tuoaient, would he, in 
the highest degree, improper aud disor* 
derly. He would, tlieiefore, refrain from 
making use of that argument, of the benefit 
ol which the proclamation, to which he 
had alluded, had deprived him: and 
Would conclude by repealing the sincere 
regret that he felt at so strong and extraor* 
dinarv an exertion of authority on the * 
the Jrish government. 

Before he sat down, the noble carl ex¬ 
pressed the reluctance which be had felt 
in tre.spassiog so long upon tlieir lordships* 
iiidulgence; but be owed it, as he ron* 
ceiveu, to the petitioners as an indispen* 
sable duty, to communicate to them, from 
his place in that House, the grounds on 
which he had funned bis decision upon a 
subject which inti'iestud them so neaily, 
and which unfortunately did not accord 
with their own declared sentiments and 
wishes. 

The Eirl of Longford rose, and said lie 
should not have tliouglit of troubling their 
lordships on the present occasion, were it 
Hot from something which f> II from the 
nobld’ earl on a particular point, lie 
alluded to what he said respecting the 
Protestant ascendancy, and the way in 
which he characterised its meaning. He, 
however, ft It him'^elf warranted in saying, 
that the noble earl wag decidedly under a 
mistake, lie could tel! the noble lord, 
that in Ireland the term }*i otestant Ascen¬ 
dancy implied nothing of a hostile dis)>u> 
sition on the part of the members of the 
established church, against the Catholics 
or any other parly in that country. But 
it imported the desire of the former to 
preserve their own chuich, their own 
religion and establishments. This be 
thought was perfectly justifiable, par¬ 
ticularly at such a moment as ibivpi’escni. 


do henceforward abstain from anv farther 
attendance at or in the said assembly; and 
do hereby give notice, that if, in defiance 
of this our Proclamation, tbesaid assembly 
shall again meet after the date heioof, the 
said assembly, and all persons acting as 
members of tlie same, shall he proceeded 
against according to law.——-<^iven at the 
CouDC^ chamber in Dublin, this Sd day 
of Juat, 1814.<«~C. Manners, Charles 
Cashel, Drogheda, Westmeath, Mayo, 
Erne, Charles Kddare. Castlecoote, Piaaii- 
fort, J. M* Mahon, 6. Hewett, G. Knos, 
J. Oemsby Vaadeieur, William ifaurin, S. 
Uaotii^.—God sa?e the King/* 
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The Protestant ascendancy had in view 
the maintenauce of the established consti¬ 
tution, the real welfare of the country, and 
it was deemed by its supporters as essential 
to the connection of Ireland with this part 
of the united kingdom. 

The Duke of Norfolk said, that in every 
state and every government, which was 
founded on the basis of civil liberty, it was 
the right of the subject, who had given bis 
allegiance to that state, to worship bi» 
Maker as he pleased. Before be entered 
the House, he was of opinion, that the 
present was a time favourable for the dis¬ 
cussion of the question, and the many 
causes, which the noble earl had assigned, 
tended to strengthen that opinion. With 
respect to the conduct puisued by the 
Catholic board, it should be remembered, 
(hat the Irish Roman Catholics were a 
description of peisons who had been long 
deprived of veiy important rights, in 
those legislative discussions, which most 
nearly interested them, they had no voice, 
since they had been deprived of tlicir seats 
in pariiamerft for a century—they were 
scarcely allowed to nfier their opinions at 
a paiisli meeting—.and they were debarred 
from exercising any municipal authority, 
in the must insignificant town. That 
persoms, thus situated, should not have 
conducted themselves with strict regularity 
in their meetings, was pot siitprising—but 
he hoped the observation of the noble earl, 
on tins subject, when it came to their ears, 
would have a proper i fleet upon them. 
To restore the Homan Catholics to those 
rights, of which, he conceived, they were 
unfairly deprived, he never could consider 
as a favour. He was very sorry that any 
circumstance should intervene to render 
the prosecution of those sacred rights 
inexpedient at that moment. Were he to 
follow the impulse of his own mind, be 
would press forward the object of those 
petitions immediately. He would call for 
a committee to enquire into the subject, 
and to recommend such proceedings, as 
were best calculated to afiurd leiief to the 
petitioners. But, undcratandiiig that he 
should not have the concurrence of bis 
noble friends, and that he should also be 
acting contrary to the opinion of a gen- 
tieraau of considerable weight, in the other 
House of Parliament (Mr. Grattan) from 
whose splendid talents Ireland had often 
received benefits, and would he was coo* 
vinced, yet derive more, if he fuUowed bis 
own private opinion, be would agree to 
the eourse ailddcd to by the noble earL 
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The Earl of Dmovi^kmore, in answer to 
the observation c>f the earl of Longford, 
said, he had merely stated his disapproba¬ 
tion of the toast. He had said, an«i he 
would say it again, that iti England the 
words ^ Protestant ascendancy signified 
nothing; but that in Ireland they wi'te 
calculated to give ullence to a great body 
of the |>eople. 

The Eail of Longford conceived, that 
when the noble lord made this statement, 
he was acting under a wrong impression. 
*lt) what he had said, he certainly meant 
not to offend the noble earl. 

Earl said, he did not know that 
the private opinions of those who advocated 
the cause ot the Catholics were a fit subject 
for discussion; but if his opinion were 
asked, although not going the length of 
his noble friend, that the Catholics had an 
indefeasible right to the privileges they 
claimed, but still thinking that those claims 
were founded in justice and policy, and 
feeling if they were pressed, found<d as 
they were m immutable justice, that no 
time was improper, strictly speaking, for 
their consideration, and that therefore he 
must give them his support; still, if his 
opinion were ai»kcd, he would not hesitate 
to say, that to press them daring the present 
session would be unwise and inexpedient. 
With respect to the Catholic board, he 
certainly did not approve of some of their 
proceedings; but in looking to this subject, 
every allowance ought to be made for men 
who had suflered tlie mortifications of 
1 'ppeaic‘d disappointment in their hopes; 
and lenity and iiulutgence should be shewn 
to men thus sudering under extreme priva> 
tions, and continually disappointed in their 
expectations of emancipating themselves 
from their galling pressure. Unwise and in¬ 
expedient,however, as he thoughtthe agita¬ 
tion of the question of tlie Catholic claims 
would be at the present moment, he was de¬ 
cidedly of opinion, that religious liberty 
ought to rest on the same foundation as civil 
liberty; and that no man ought to be subject 
to disabilities on account of his religious 
opinions, unless it was absolutely necessary 
for the general safety; and undoubtedly 
the proof rested upon those who opposed 
the claims to be relieved from such dis¬ 
abilities, to shew that their coutinuance 
wMSmlually requisite for the public wel- 
fara.' It was rn this view of the question, 
foimded upon the justice of the claims of 
the Cathoitcfl^ and the inability of those 
who Opposed them to show that the con* 
tinuauce liie duabiltlies under which 
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they sulTered was necessary to the 
safety, that he had uniformly supported 
the question of Catholic emancipation^ «4 
it was called, and should again support 
those claims whenever they were brought' 
forward. 

Earl Stanhope, conceiving that the peti¬ 
tions should lie on the table, was anxious 
to state the grounds on which he founded 
his opinion. Ilis lordsliip then adv<trted 
to the proclamation of the lord lieutenant ** 
and privy council of Ireland, for pulling 
down the Catholic board, and read that 
part of it which recites, that the board 
assembled, under the pretence of preparing 
petitions to be presented to parliament; 
and that, by the 33d of the king, the said 
assembly, meeting under such pretences, 
was ail unlawful assembly. His lordship 
then read an extract from the 33d of hie 
I Majesty, which designated as unlawful 
assemblies, meetings of persons repre¬ 
senting, or assuming to represent, the 
people of this realm, or any part thereof, 
under pretence of petitioning, or obtaining 
an alteration in matters relating to church 
and state, already by law establisjied. 
The noble earl then contended, that this 
Act did not apply to the Catholic board, 
who met for bem^ fide purposes, and not 
under a pretence, lie wished to state this, 
because he would not have it be supposed, 
that iiu would vole for a petition to lie on 
the table, which came fiom a body who 
I could fairly be consideied an illegal 
assembly. 

Viscount Sidmmih said, it was only 
necess.iry to remark, in answer to the noble 
earl, thai the proclamation was signed by 
the lord clMiicellor and the attorney 
general of Ireland. 

Earl Stanhope. My lords, I don't cave 
for lord chancellors, or attorney generals. 

Lord Holland observed, that it was a 
very extraordinary answer g.ven by the 
noble viscount to his noble friend. His 
noble friend, whose acuteness of mind 
their lordships well knew, ha*d pointed out 
what he considered to be the illegality of 
the proclamation of the lord lieutenant, 
and tbe noble viscount, in answer, had con¬ 
tented himself with saying, that tbe lord 
chancellor of Ireland and other lawyers 
had signed the proclamation. Was this a 
sufficient answer ? Had not a proclamatiim 
on a former occasion been signed ih a 
similar manner ? and was it not of such a 
nature that no lord chancellor here could 
be found t«r advocate it ? He, however, did 
not mean to give any opinion upon the 
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•abject, having had no opportunity of 
anakiiig ap his mind as to the legality or 
illegality of the measure. 

Viscount ft«bnot»tA said, be did not mean 
tO'prevent any noble lord or other person 
from delivering his opinion upon the pro- 
ciamation. All he intended was, though 
acknowledging the acuteness of mind of 
the noble earl, yet that noble earl had 
delivered merely the result of his own 
^^^ment on the construction of the act of 
parliament, and that with all deference to 
the noble earl, the two highest law officers 
of Ireland were more likely to be right 
upon a point of law. 

Earl Stanhope contended that he had 
referred to a higher authority than either 
of the law officers mentioned by the noble 
viscount, namely, the act of parliament 
itself. 

I'he Petition, together with the other 
petitions presented by the earl of Uonoogh* 
more, were ordered to lie on the table. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday, Jme S. 

Petition of Distii lf.rs in S« otland, 

WORKINO FOR EXPORTATION TO En6> 

lANO.] A Petition of James Haig of 
Lochrin, and James Stein of Kilbagie, 
distillers, in Scotland, working fur expor* 
talion from thence to England, was pre* 
sented and read; setting forth, 

" That it appears, from various Acts of 
parliament of the United Kingdom, that 
doubts hRve arisen whether the regulations 
under which the drawbacks and counter* 
vailing duties paid or payable on spirits 
the manufacture of Great Britain and Ire* 
land, imported from either country into 
the other, do not operate as a bounty on 
the exportation of spirits from Great 
Britain to Ireland, and as a duty on the 
exportation of spirits from Ireland to 
Scotland, contrary to the ^th article of 
Union, and it has consequently been found 
expedient to*suspend the exportation of 
Irish-made spirits into Great Britain, and 
of British>made spirits into Ireland, until 
proper provision can be made for regu¬ 
lating the intercourse between Great Bri¬ 
tain end Ireland in relation to spirits the 
manufacture of either country; and that 
this kabject is not only of great import* 
ance to the interests of the distillers, but 
also involves very serioatly the interests of 
the landholder end fanner, as well as of 
the public revenue, all which combine to 
p|^ it on ^ early but deliberate con* 


sideratbn of the Iloose; and that, in 1809, 
a select committee was appointed to en* 
quire into the regulations which govern 
the drawbacks and countervailing duties 
on the importation and exportation of 
spirits, the manufacture of Great Britain 
or Ireland, from one country to the other 
respectively, and also what sdlerations it 
may be expedient to make in respect of 
the same, in order to place the intercourse 
between England and Ireland and Scotland 
and Ireland respectively, in the article of 
spirits, upon those terms of reciprocity 
which are required under the articles of 
Union; and that the committee, after long 
and diligent enquiries, at last produced a 
voluminous report, (ordered to be printed 
May so, 1809,) in which, among other 
things, it appeared to be theii opinion that, 
the better to ascertain the countervailing 
doty on spirits imported to or exported 
from Ireland, the internal duty on spirits 
made in Ireland should be regulated, as in 
England and Scotland, by some determi* 
iiate strength, which in Ireland has not 
hitherto been done; and the said com* 
mittee iurther resolved it to be advisable, 
and for the advantage of the revenue and 
interest of the fair trader, that no spirits 
should be exported from Great Britain to 
Ireland, or from Ireland to (treat Britain, 
which shall not have been made solely for 
such export in distilleries not working for 
home consumption at the same time; 
which resolution the petitioners humbly 
hope will, from Justice and expediency, 
be canied into eilect; and that, subse¬ 
quently to the date of that report, sundry 
changes have been made, as well in the 
rates of duty as in the internal reguJatiuns 
which govern the trade of distilling, where¬ 
by the relative situation of tha two ceun- 
tries is materially altered, and which, in 
any arrangement that may now be in¬ 
tended, it will be necessary to countervail, 
and otherwise to provide for; and that, 
accordingly, on the 6tb of April 1H14*, 
another select committee was appointed 
by the House to enquire de novo into the 
regulations which govern the drawbacks 
ana countervailing duties on Uie importa¬ 
tion and exportation of spirits the manu¬ 
facture of Great Britain or Ireland, from 
one country to the other respectively, and 
also what alterations it may be expedient 
to make in respect of the same, in ordbr to 
place the intercourse between Engisuid 
and Ireland and Scotland and Irelaim re¬ 
spectively, in the article of spirits, upon 
those terms of nciprocity which an ra- 
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i]nired trndMr the articlcB of Uoion bo> 
tween Great Britain and Ireland, and that 
they do report their observations and opi¬ 
nions thereupon, from time to time, to the 
House, with power to sedd for persons, 
papeVs and records; and that the said 
commrttee have had various meetings, but, 
as the petitioners are informed, have exa¬ 
mined no witnesses or papers, nor have 
hitherto reported any resolution thereon; 
and that, in the mean time, it is necessary 
for theprotection of the interests of the peti- 
* tioners, hitherto provided for by the faith of 
parliament, that the legislative enactment 
now in force, and which, if not renewed, 
will expire on the Istof July next, be fur¬ 
ther continued, for a time to be limited ; 
and also that no Bill contrary to the re¬ 
port of the committee in 1809 shall be 
passed, except upon the further examina¬ 
tion of witnesses, and upon an enquiry 
made into the matters above stated, whicn 
evidence the petitioners are ready to sup¬ 
ply to the House or to the committee, to 
whose examination the subject at present 
stands submitted; and praying the House 
to consider the case of the petitioners, 
and to allow them to be beard, by their 
counsel and witnesses, on the matters 
above stated, and thereupon to make such 
provision as in the wisdom of the House 
shall seem meet, or, it it should be neces¬ 
sary, in order to give suliicient time for 
such enquiry, that the House may be 
pleased to pass a Bill to continue, for a 
further time to be limited, the law at pre¬ 
sent in force.*' 

Petition or the DisTiLtEUs or Liver* 
POOL, j A Petition of Robert Greenbam, 
jun., and George Mar&den of Liverpool, 
distillers, was also presented and read; 
setting forth, 

*• That in the year 1809, a committee of 
the House was appointed to enquire into 
the regulations which govern the draw¬ 
backs and countervailing duties on the 
importation and exportation of spirits, the 
manufacture of Great Britain or Ireland, 
from one country to the other, respectively, 
and also what alterations it may be expe¬ 
dient to make in respect of the same, in 
order to place the intercourse between 
England and Ireland, and Scotland and 
Lreland, respectively, upon those terms of 
reciprocity which are required under the 
artiaes of Union between Great Britain 
and Irelguid; and that the said committee 
did proceed to the examination of evidence, 
and did repoH to the House cerutin reso- 


lotions founded thereon, which pe- 
tioners have been led to believe would 
form the basis of any legislative arranga* 
meats to be adopted on the subject; and 
that BO such arrangements have as yet 
been made, but the intercourse, in the 
article of spirits, between the two coun¬ 
tries, has been and is now suspended by 
temporary Acts of parliament, the last of 
which will expire on the 1st of July next; 
and that, on the 6ih of April last, 'anb- • 
ther committee of the House was appointed 
for the same object as that of 1809, and 
the petitioners are informed that the said 
committee has been prevented from pro¬ 
ceeding to the accomplishment of its pur¬ 
pose; and that, since the year 1809, 
several regulations have been introduced 
into the distilieiy laws of Ireland, and the 
duties on malt and on spirits have been in¬ 
creased ; and that the petitioners are in¬ 
formed, that it is the intention of bis Ma¬ 
jesty's governroentto propose a temporary 
measure, the cflcct of which will be to 
allow the intercourse, but will leave the 
drawbacks and cquatervailing duties on 
spirits exported or imported from or to 
either country, foi future adjustment; ‘and 
that the petitioners humbly conceive it 
will be highly injurious to the public re¬ 
venue, and ruinous to the British distiller, 
to permit the intercourse of spirits between 
Great Britain and Ireland previously to 
the complete adjustment of the said draw¬ 
backs and duties producing the reciprocity 
required by the Act of Union; and pray¬ 
ing that an arrangement may be made, 
founded on the resolutions adopted by the 
Committee oi the House in 1809, and on 
such further evidence as may have be¬ 
come desirable, arising out ot regulations 
established since that time, or that the 
suspension of intercourse in spii its between 
Great Britain and Ireland may be further 
continued." 

Petition of Distillers in Lowlani^ 
OF Sr oTLANO.] A Petition of several 
distillers in the Lowlands of Scotland, was 
also presented and read; setting forth, 

" That the Act to suspend the importa¬ 
tion of British or Irish made spirits into 
Great Britain or Ireland, respectively, will 
expire on the 1st day of July 1814; and 
that the consideration of the laws regn- 
lating the intercourse of spirits between 
Great Britain and Ireland, respectively, 
has, daring the present session of parlia¬ 
ment, been referred to a Committee of the 
House; and that the Committee so ap- 
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poiuted have hitherto, as the petiiiooers 
isnderstaadt madt no piogrr<«t in tbt* con. 
Bideratioa of the habjcct it lured vo hero, 
and (lapposing any t hange ot the exi<st ng 
Umt should be deemed rtquistle). as a 
iviU now be impossible lo accomplish the 
inveaigation necessary to the settling ip> 
terests so iinpoi lant to the rt spective coun- 
tiies befuie the expiry of the prtseiU law, 
the petitioners pi ay. that li it shall he 
^^deClnid t \pedictil to continue farther tlit 
non iiiU I (ourse law, as it at present stands, 
that no Bill may be pai>std which will af¬ 
fect the interests ot the petitioneis, as 
seemed to them li\ the Artii Its of Union/' 

The said Petitions were oidertd to be 
referred to the said Committee appointed 
in the piesent session of parliament; and 
the fast mentioned Petitioners are ta be 
Jtcaid. by their counsel or agents, upon 
their petition, if they think ht. 

Hackney Poor Bili 1 Mi. Mellish 
moved the thud reading ot the above Bill. 

Mr Hwnir said it was impossible lor 
the House to allow such a Bill to pass. 
The object of it was lo make the land- 
)oid* liable to pool s’ rates, instead of 
the tenant, and it was enough to state 
that, in order, as he conceiveil, to secuic its 
rejection, unless some peculiarly strong 
case could be made out with rcsprcl to 
the parish of Hackney. The Bill, indeed, 
was not une}j;ampied, because the re were 
two 01 three paiisbes who had obtained 
similai acts m their favour, Irom the inad- 
reitency of the legislatuie , but they 
were most unjust, and ought to be repeah d, 
in ordi r to put ail patishes upon an equal* 
footing. Concdving the present Bill to 
be bii^ily obji ctionabU, he should move 
that It bo read a second time that day six 
months. 

Mr. Alderman C. Smith sqpported the 
Bill. 

Sir E, Eryd^ts thought that no special 
case had been made out to justify so dan 
gerous an innovation on the gcncial law, 
as ibis Bill went to make. He would 
therefoie vole foi the atnendmint. 

Ml Isht/no coidially approved of the 
Bill, tn consequence of several circum¬ 
stances that had come to hts knowledge , 
and because he wished to see the paush of 
Hackney placed in a similar situation with 
some ol the contiguous ones. A great 
proportion of the honscs to Hat kney were 
of low rents, which did not subject the 
tenanto to the assessment of poot rates; 
but as thelandloids enjoyed the probts, he 
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thought they ought to bear the proportion 
of the taxes. 

Sir S. Homtlly thought the Bill highly 
objectionable, and the arguments used in 
support ol It equally so. lliey were to 
pass tins Bill into a law, because the next 
adjoining parish had a similar law Upon 
that piiiiciple all the conligumis panshes 
which bad not such a law might apply for 
It next session, and a i on thioughuut the 
whole kingdom But was that the way 
they ought to legislate for the country ? 
It the laws that bad been passed in favout 
of ceitam paii.lies were obnoxious, let 
them repeal those laws Tiieiu was an¬ 
other clause m the Bill to which he 
strongly objected, empowering the trus¬ 
tees ot the poor to punish them lu any 
way they thought ht, with the couseiii oi 
the justices at the quarter sc .mods Has 
was III (inect coiitiaiiiction to the law of 
the land, and contraiy to siiecific usolu- 
tions to which tin House had come m the 
couise oi the piesent session upon liit 
subject 

Ml Aimryu/approved of the Bill 

Ml. J r. <,rmt had expressed bis ap- 
piubatioii of the Bill in the comiiuttee 
upon It, and had beard nothing since to 
make him alter his opinion. 

Mr. IVestern was against the Bill, 

Mr. contendul that the panali of 
Hat kney was not entitled to the indul¬ 
gence now claimed, and lit knew, if it 
should be granted, that it was the inten¬ 
tion of the adjoining pan .lies of lotleno 
ham, rdmonton, and jNcwingtun, to apply 
toi a similar one rn vt session, lie should, 
theielori, oppose the Bill 

Sii James Giaham stated, that tbeie 
were upwaids oi 1,000 houses in the pa¬ 
rish of Hackney, which did not contribute 
one shilling to the poois’ rates, and that 
within the last two yeais 2<)5 such houses 
. had been built, lie did not mean to say 
that then object was lo evade the assess- 
meiitH, but he thought it looked raihtt 
suspii lOUS. 

After some further conversation be¬ 
tween Ml. Couitenay. Mr. I’lesion, Mr. 
P Mouie, and Mr. Melhsh, who stated 
bis willingnesH to willidraw the clause re- 
aptctiitg the punishment oi the pooi, the 
House divided when thu numbers were, 
Foi the thud reading J9 ; against it ^2.— 
The Bill was consequently lost. 

Catholic Board ] Sir J C. Hipptsky 
obseived, that some time since be bad 
very fully expressed bis sentuueati m the 
§ 
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House resper^tn;; the unwnrrantable pro* 
ceedings of ibe Catholic board assembled 
in Dablin« and though he had ever been a 
fiiend to public inveitigatiun when legi- 
tunately ejcercised, he could not but con* 
demn much of the conduct and measures 
of th^t board, as tending to great eventual 
mischief. With this impression upon his 
mind, he felt it to be his duty, as a mem¬ 
ber of parliament, as well as Irom his p'i- 
vate feelings on the subject, to ask the 
Tight hon. Secretary for Ireland, whether 
the proclamation which he had heard was 
issued on the 3d of June, for the auppres- 
Sion of the board, wa« authentic ? If lie 
was answered in the aflirniative, he should 
beg permission of the House to give no¬ 
tice of a motion. 

Mr. Ped w'as happy to be now able to 
an<>wer any question un this subject with¬ 
out that reserve which he had found it 


answer of the right hon. gentleman to the 
question, he had pot respecting this board, 
by any meanssatisfactory, ycthewasnow 
quite satisfied with the explanation of the 
right hon. gentleman. As to the inex^e* 
diency of putting down that most uncoil^ 
stitutional and dangerous assembly, he was 
convinced that there would be more vtho 
would complain that It had not been done 
long ago, thcin that it was done now* One 
good reason tor the delay which hadtakeu- 
place mightbc, that those persons could not 
now cloak their proceedings under the pre* 
lence of assembling to frame petitions, as 
owing to the late happy evout.s, this pre- 
tc xt w as tortumtely removed. The object 
of that meeting had, latterly, completely 
developed itself, by sbewiiig that it assem¬ 
bled, not to aid the just cau^c of the Ca¬ 
tholics, but to sow dusBontious and proMiko 
iMoconcilable enmities. 


necessary to obsei ve on the two occasions 
alluded to by the light hon, haioiiet. On 
the 3d of June, the lord luutenant and 
council of li eland issued a ptoclamation, 
piohibiting the assembling ot those piM- 
sons who had assumed the title ol the Ca¬ 
tholic board. It was matter of icgict to 
him to fiave been obliged to answer the 
question of an hon. member, relating to 
this board, with so much icscirc ns he had 
done; but at the time that the que.stioii 
was put he could not have done other- 
wibe, consibtc lUly w >tb his duty. He had 
not tlie slightest objection to have the do¬ 
cument produced, and would thcrefoie 
willingly agree to the motion sshichthe 
right hon. baronet had said be would make 
for that purpose. 

Sir J. <J. Hippisley then said, that a» the 
light hon. Secretary had admitted the 
proclamation tc^ be authentic, he thuugiit 
It bis doty to declare his unqualified ap¬ 
probation of the temper and himness 
which the executive government of Ire¬ 
land had manifested on that important 
occasion ; and as it was an object to give 
the must extended publicity to tlte act, 
he should move, “ That an humble Ad¬ 
dress be presented to his royal highness 
the Prince jiegent, That he will be gia- 
ciously pleased to give diiections, that 
there be laid before this House a copy of 
the proclamation by the lord lieutena it 
and privy council of Ireland, for the sup¬ 
pression of an assembly unilet the deno- 
mination of the Catholic board, dated 3d 
Juno 1814,’' 

Mr. Kmx seconded the motion. He 
•aid that theugh he had not thought the 

(V0L,XXV1U,) 


Mr. iW bad only to saj', that he felt 
perfectly confident that when the subject 
was examined, it would be found that the 
motives by w hich the conduct of the Irish 
government had been guided in this mat¬ 
ter, could be very satisfactorily explained. 
The lower orders, and a great propoition 
of the population in Ii eland, had been 
misled by the piofessioiis of the Catholic 
board, and were nut aware of the mis* 
rhievous tendency of their proceedings. 
The mode in which the proceedings of 
this as«pnibly had been conducted : the 
absurd, ludicrous, pitiful discussions that 
took place in it; the abandonment of the 
instructions of those who weie at the head 
of the Catholic religion ; the pompous 
titles which they had asS-jnicd—had now 
alienated the afiections of those who had 
once been their suppoiteis.nnd had shewn 
them to be the real enemies of the cause 
‘ot w hicli they had wished to appear the 
promoters. They had also, he trusted, 
deprived themselves of that public sym¬ 
pathy and public regret, which sometiraea 
attended the execution of the laws, and 
the punishment inflicted upon sUch per¬ 
sons. 

The motion was agreed to. 

PrTITIONS COMPLXmtNQ OP THE So- 
ciFTus or Orange Men in Ireland.) 
Sir Henry PameU rose and suidt—Mr. 
Speaker, I bold in my hand ten petitions, 
-igned by very numerous and le'pectable 
bodies of the inhabitants of the North of 
Ireland, both Protestants and Catholics, 
complaining that the public peace is kept 
lit a state of continual disturbance* by toa 

t T\ \ ▼ 
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evittence anil condaet of certain Orange 
SoeietttMi. The petitioners form no poll* 
ticai party, 4)ut apply to the House as be¬ 
longing to the primary relations of life, as 
huibaads, fathers, and brothers, entitled to 
the protection of the state, and to have 
the public peace preserved by the im¬ 
partial administration of the laws, against 
an awociation which renders the North of 
Irelai^ less civilisied, and less secure than 
.^e savannahs of the ravage Americans. 
The petitioners state, and do so with per¬ 
fect accuracy, that this association is il¬ 
legal, that is in respect to that cla-^s of 
Oraoge-nien, who are embodied by a 
secret oath. The Act of the 50th of 
the King, c. 102, rendering ail associations 
in Ireland illegal, which are organized b}' 
a secret oath. They say that the House 
of Commons having declared the exist¬ 
ence of the Orange Societies in England 
illegal, and that it was the duty of the 
expgalive government to repress them by 
enforcing the law; tliey have an equal 
right to the same declaration agoinst the 
same association in Ireland, and the same 
eoforqemeat of the law by the Irish exe¬ 
cutive government. At present it is not 
my intention to say any thing that shall 
provoke any debate, or to found any mo¬ 
tion on these petitions. The subject of 
the existence of this illegal association is 
now brought fully before the House; and 
it is obligatory on the executive goreiii- 
ment of Ireland to carry into eftect the 
declared sentiments of the House on the 
nature of this association, though not di¬ 
rectly applied to Ireland. If, however, 
the government of Ireland should nut in¬ 
terpose and faitiy administer the law ; 
and if the same system of outrage and dtb- 
tarbance should disgrace the North of 
Ireland, as prevailed there last July, I 
ahall certainly bring forward a inu'ivn 
early in the next session of parhamtnl, 
of censure of the executive government. 
Fart of the prayer of the petitioners is to 
have all illegal associations suppressed. 
We have just now beard the govern- 
taient have suppressed the Catholic boaru 
as being in their opinion an illegal associa¬ 
tion. Their conduct, on this subject, 
therefore becomes peculiarly daserviug oi 
being closely watched ; for if they shall 
confine their exertions to this single at¬ 
tempt to preserve peace in Ireland, and 
BttjBTer the Orange Associations to exist in 
direct Violation of an unquestionable 
enactment of the law, tbeir conduct will 
b« m every' rt»pe«t unjuirt and partial. 


Sir Henry then presented ten Petitions 
of Protestants and Catholics of Ii eland, the 
friciitls of civil and religious liberty and of 
internal peace and ttmeord, in the neigh¬ 
bourhoods of Ballm% and Keady; of 
Belfast; of Hungstnnon and Armagh of 
Killileagh ; of Eirne and Whltehous^ ; of 
Lisburn ; of Moira and Magheralin, in the 
county of Down ; the parish of Segue, in 
the county of Armagh ; ainl of the town 
and parish of Newry ; setting foith, 

“ That the petitionei.s have long 
lamented the distracted state of Irclamt, 
in which a faction, calling themselves 
Orango-men, bound together by a secret, 
and, as the petitioners conceive, an illegal 
oath, have distui bed the peace by their 
riotous and tumultuous proceedings; they 
arrogate large claims fur loyalty, of which 
they boast exclusive possession, but their 
conduct proves that many of them only 
make a show of it for interested purposes; 
to be truly loyal is to be siiictly obedient 
to the laws; and that their processions, 
decked with party Insignia, and freipicntly 
with military arms, on cerUin stated anni¬ 
versaries, produce much irritation in the 
minds of those against whom the insulting 
show is chit fly directed, and more espew 
cially astliey carefully exclude all Catholics 
from their lodges; that these processions 
have a powerful eflect in keeping up a 
spirit of animosity among neighbours, and 
perpetuating an organized system of 
hostility towards all who will not join with 
them : ihil they not onl}', in tbeir direct 
(onsequences, have led to tumults, riots, 
and murders, but also, by their raising a 
spirit of opposition to their proceedings, 
other antn^'unist societies have arisen, by 
which ilie peace of the country is farther 
endangered, and thus such irritating pro¬ 
ceedings appear not remotely to portend 
the horrors of civil war, unless timely 
exertions are made to repress the meetings 
and processions of Orange-men; atid that 
the petitioners, emboldened by the dis¬ 
cussions which took place in parliament 
near the close of last session, on the ille- 
gality of establishing Orange Societies in 
I England, beg, in the most fervent and 
I earnest manner, that Ireland may be 
equally placed with Great Britain on a 
similar footing of security, by the suppres¬ 
sion of all illegal societies; and that, in 
their present anxiety of mind, tbe peti¬ 
tioners utterly disclaim any appellation of 
political party, and recognizing only th« 
primary relatioos of life, call with lend and 
urgent voice, aa fathers of families, m 
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husbaaclsj sons, and bronbers, upon parlia* 
meat, imploring its immediate and effectual 
interposition for the salvation of the peo¬ 
ple, by preventing a repetition of such 
monstrous outrages; they call upon the 
constituted autborilius of the empire to 
maintain peace and good order in the land, 
and invoke the sacred responsibility of 
legislation to take timely measures of 
guarding the state and securing the 
supri'tne authority from such dangerous 
associations as make allegiance conditional, 
on principles unknown to the British con- 
siituiian." 

Ordered to lie upon the table. 


HOUSE OF LOilDS. 

Thundfij/, June 9. 

Appeal C \iisn—A m>uews». MuRuern."] 
Ill the appeal from the court of session ni 
Scutlaiui, Andrews r, Murdoch, the Loid 
Chancellor dcliveied his opinion that it 
would he proper to remit thu case to 
the court below. 

Ijard Holland agreed 'nith the opinion 
of the. Loid Chancellor. His lordship re- 
maiked that there had been circulated 
two volumes of considerable maunitude, 
svhich contained an accuuiit uf the pro¬ 
ceeding of tlif court ol sc.ssion m this ca'se. 
These leports were not to he taken as au¬ 
thorised accounts of the proceedings of 
that court, although a great part ol the 
law of the country was founded on such 
reports: and iii this ca-<e they were en¬ 
titled to credit as they were taken by 
lawyeis appointed by the faculty of ad- 
vucaUs. ^lOtwlth^tanding the title lu 
credit, he imped, for the honour of the 
Scotch judges, they were not authentic. 
Far from construing the law in favour of 
the liberty of the subject, as the noble 
loid on the wunksack bad justly declared, 
they seemed, according to tliis leport, to 
have availed themselves of every twig to 
strangle that liberty. One of these 
judges was reported to have said that the 
Act of 1702, which wa^ justly considered 
as the Habeas Corpus of Scotland, was a 
mass of nonsense, and that he had always 
decided according to natural right and 
justice, which were prior tr« all acts of par¬ 
liament He did not intend to institute 
any parliamentary proceeding on the 
subject, but if such a declaration were 
made by a judge on the bench in this 
country, twenty four hours would not be 
sufTered to pass before it was inquired 
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whether such an avowed riolation of the 
law had taken place. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Thundoy, June 9. 

Fokeigm Troops.] Mr. WhUhreai 
that he understood some Russian troops 
had been, or were about to be landed in 
England. lie wished to know whether 
ministers intended, as was usual, to make 
a communication to parliament on the 
subject. 

The CkanceUoT of the Exchequer replied, 
that no part of the troops had yet landed, 
but that as soon as any portion was on 
shore, the communication required would 
Certainly be made. 

Mr. Whitbread had heard that the ad¬ 
vanced guard bad already landed. 

Mr. Wynn remarked that a new Mutiny 
Bill would be necessary to prevent dis¬ 
orders occasioned by these foreign troops. 

I'he Chancellor of the Exchequer was not 
aware that any previous measures had on 
other occasions been adopted. 

Mr. Whitbread understood that 8 or 
10,000 men were to be landed. 

Mr. Ponsonby thought that the most 
constitutional mode of proceeding would 
be to inform parliament before the troops 
were landed. Pirhament ought to know 
the iiuciition of ministers upon the subject. 

Apprentice Laws.") The House went 
into a comniiiter on the Apprentice Laws 
Amendment Bill, when counsel were 
called in and heard at the bar. After the 
coiui'.el withdrew, Mr. .Serjeant Onslow 
moved some clauses as amendments. 

Sir Frederic Flood rose to speak against 
the Biil. He was proceeding to object to 
the repeal of a law which had been esta¬ 
blished in the wise reign of queen Eliza¬ 
beth, and had been the cause of all our 
improvements in commerce and manu¬ 
factures since—when he was called^ to 
order by serjeant Onslow, for entering 
into the principle of tlie Bill in an Im¬ 
proper stage. Sir Fiederic said it was not 
his inteiiiion to speak to the principle of 
the Bill, but to the particular paragraph. 
Mr. Wrottesley observed that this was im¬ 
possible, as no paragraph had been read. 
Sir Frederic then proceeded in Ins argu¬ 
ment, which consisted of the usual objec¬ 
tions to the Bill, and remarked that he did 
not take up the question as member for h 
county in Ireland, but aa the represen¬ 
tative of the imperial parliament, '* 
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Sir Charles Burrell did not agree with the 
last speaker. He iiisiHted on the many 
mischiels produced by the law in its pre« 
sent state, in keeping thousands of people 
out of employ. 

Mr. Thomson wished that the hon. ba¬ 
ronet (sir F. Flood) had lived in the reign 
of queen Elizabeth, which he so much ad¬ 
mired. He might then have vied with a 
celebrated baronet and orator of that time, 
Jsir Waller Raleigh), who said he had 
seen that princess make war like 
Alexander, hunt like Diana, and walk like 
Venus. With respect to the advantage.s 
ascribed to the law of apprenticeship, the 
fact wa.”, that not one trade in three was 
subject to it, and that tliofe had improved 
most, which were not. 

Mr. Lockhart proposed a variety of ad¬ 
ditional claoses, enforcing attendance 
Upon divine service, by apprentices, &c. 

Mr. Wvonesley suggested wbether it was 
not better to let tlie Bill pass pro forma, 
and defer the discussion of the clauses to 
some future si .ge 

Mr. Philips expressed a similar opinion, 
and hoped the hon. member would con¬ 
sent either to withdraw his clauses, or put 
them into another Bill. 

After some iurther conversation between 
Mr. Lockhart, Mr. Serjeant Onslow, Mr- 
fhornsvin, and sir Frederic Flood, the 
clauses were withdrawn. Tiie House then 
ii'Sumc'd, and the report was ordeied to 
be received on Tuesday. 

PttiNCESs OF Wales.] Mr. Methuvn 
rose and .said, that not perceiving any in¬ 
tention to ameliorate the condition of her 
royal highness the Princess of Wales, he 
should, unless any thing occurred in the 
interval, move, on Tuesday next, that her 
Kuyal Highness’s Letter be taken into con¬ 
sideration. ^ 

lIOUi$E OF LORDS. 

Friday, June 10. - 

Foreign Troops.] The Marquis of 
Lionsdoton rose to put a question to the 
noble carl opposite, respecting the landing 
«f certain foieign troops in this country. 
It was imporiaiit, in point of principle, 
though not with a view to the particular 
cn>,c, that eveiy explanation should be 
given, and a constitutional coarse pur¬ 
sued on this subject. The question be 
had to pul was. wliethur the noble earl 
was prftp.ired to make any communication 
to paj^iaiuent on the point to which he al¬ 


luded. There bad been cases, indeed, 
where the troops had been landed first, 
and the communication made to parlia¬ 
ment aficrwai ds; but that was only where 
there was an emergency which did not 
permit delay in the landing of*the troops 
till the proper communication could be 
made to parliament. Here the landing of 
the troops was a meic matter of conve¬ 
nience, which might have been the sub¬ 
ject of previous arrangenieni, and where 
there had been nothing to prevent a com¬ 
munication being made before the lroop.s 
were landed, li v.as also, in point of prin¬ 
ciple, worthy of notice, that these troops 
were not even in Biitibh pay, and con¬ 
sequently not at all under the controul of 
piirliamenl. The question was put merely 
on the constitutional ground, and not from 
any desire that the convenience might be 
withheld from the illustrious monarch to 
whom the troops belonged. 

The Kail of Liverpool said, he had no¬ 
thing to complain oi, either as to the na¬ 
ture of the question, or tiie manner in 
which It was put, Wone of the troops, to 
which the noble marquis alluded, had as 
yet been landed in tins country, as far as 
he knew ; and he had, in answer to the 
question, only to state, that he expected 
In receive the comciiands of the Fiince 
Regent, to make a communication on the 
subject on Monday'. 

Petitions against the Corn Biie.] 
Earl Stanhope [irtsenied two petitions: 
one from the parisli of St. Luke, and the 
other from the parish of St. Andrew, Hol- 
born, against the proposed alteration of 
the corn laws. The noble earl stated, 
that the first of these petitions was against 
the measure now bcfoie their loedships* 
House : the second stated the principles 
which be himself maintained : it attri¬ 
buted the high price of corn to the bur¬ 
thens of the war ; it was what he called a 
peppering petition. Upon the motion 
that this petition do lie on the table. 

Lord i4rdm said, that hearing the term 

pepper” applied by the noble earl, he 
thought the House would, before it re¬ 
ceived the petition, do right to order that 
it be read. 

Earl &anhopc was glad to find that the 
noble lord had the same sentiments with 
himself, for be wished the petition to be 
read, and then they would perceive it was 
a peppering petition. 

The clerk accordingly read the petition* 
It ascribed the high price of provisions to 
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the burthens of a war unjustly commenced 
and uideterminable in us principles; it 
drew a distinction between the present 
and former landholders, and cast severe 
reflections upon the conduct of the fo^> 
mer; and concluded by praying that their 
lordships would permit them to enjoy ti)« 
blessings of peace. Both these petitions 
were ordered to lie on the table. 

COMMfTTEE ON THE CoRN LaWS.]) The 
Earl of Hardwkkc, according to notice, 

. rose to move for the appointment of a 
Committee, to enquire into the state of 
the Corn Laws, and said, that as heantici- 
pated no objection to the motion, it would 
be needless to support it by any reasons. 
His wish was that all persons who might 
present themselves to the Committee, as 
persons interested, should be examined, 
and that the CoinmitTee should report 
facts only. However, if any noble lord 
thought it would be better that they should 
also report their opinions, he had no ob- 
jeclion to such an arrangement. liis 
lordship concluded by moving that a 
Committee be appointed to cn(|uire into 
the stale of the Corn Laws, as they alTect 
the landed and commercial interests ol the 
country. 

The Earl of Darnlcy supported the mo¬ 
tion, and thought their lordships owed it I 
to thc'mselves, and the peace of the coun- j 
try, to lose no time in proceeding to the 
enquiry. The public cry against the 
Corn Bill was founded in error, and the 
accusation brought against landed pro¬ 
prietors, of selfishness, was a gross ca¬ 
lumny. As from the time of the llevotu- 
tiun to the year 1705, the plan of prohi¬ 
biting importation had been so success- 
iuily adopted, and as the plan- since 
adopted had been productive of high 
prices, he was decidedly in favour of the 
measure which had been proposed in the 
other House. He hoped that measure 
would be taken up in the next session, 
and carried steadily through both Houses, 
without regard to popular clamour. 

The Duke of Athol approved of the mo¬ 
tion, as the appointment of such a Com¬ 
mittee would lead to a result which might 
be the means of undeceiving the people 
on a point where such misconceptions 
prevailed, and which misconception, he 
wiw sorry to say, appeared to be in¬ 
creasing. 

The Earl of Lauderdale concurred in 
the observations of the noble duke; but 
with respect to the motion of the noble 


earl be had only to suggest, that prbbably 
^tbe words might be altered. First, he 
'thought that the words “ as they' alTect 
the commercial and landed interests,'* 
would be better omitted. He did not 
wish it to be so expressed as to imply that 
there were separate interests between the 
landholder and the manufacturer, and he 
therefore Would propose, that the words 
“ as they affect the grower end consumer 
of .corn,*’ be substituted in their place. 
He pinposed this, too, on a knowledge, 
that if the interests of the consumer were 
to be consulted, they would regard thfe 
lauded part of the community as much, if 
not more, than the manufacturers. There 
were,he believed, about 1,100,000families 
placed to the account of the number of 
I manufacturers in this country ; but in this 
I account were included all the shopkeepers,' 
j who were not manufacturers. On the 
I other hand there were about 000,000 fa¬ 
milies who were dependant upon the 
land; but this account did not include 
the landlords. Therefore, if the shop¬ 
keepers were taken from one class, .and 
j the landlords were added to the other, 

} the number of families supported upon the 
I land of the country, would at least be as 
j numerous as those who were maintained 
by manufactures, and on that account 
were equally interested in the price of 
corn. The noble earl expressed his sur¬ 
prise at the clamour and misconception 
which had been entertained. 

The Earl of llardxaicke had no objec- 
I tion to the alteration proposed by the 
noble earl. He was only solicitous that 
the Committee sliould have full power to 
I examine wiine.sses on the whole of Ibis 
' subject. 

The Lord Chancellor saw no difficulty 
j with respect to the power which the Coih- 
mittee would be authorised to exercise 
under this form of word«. With respect 
to the interests which bad been alluded 
to, they were one and the same. Indeed, 
this question had been attended with 
great misconception J and he never knew 
a measure against which there waS raised 
such unfounded clamour, and the nlischief 
W. 1 S going on. 

The Marquis of Lmtdown would re¬ 
commend that the enquiry should be di¬ 
rected in other words, " to inquire into 
the laws as they relate to the growth and 
commerce df corn.” There were' laws 
appertaining to this subject, necessary to 
be’inquired into, and yet they were not 
technically inclt^ed in col’n tadi's.*’ 
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The Earl of Lnwlcrdale coiisitleretl that 
the ronsumers, such as the friends of the 
jnoble carl (Stanhope), would not concei»% 
tbeinselvet included, and peibaps it 
would be better to add the word " con- 
•Btnption.*’ 

Ear! Giep agreed to the propriety of 
this amendment, with a little vanutioii, 
*' that a committee be appointed to en¬ 
quire into the state of the growth, roti- 
sumption, and commerce of corn, and the 
laws theicto appertaining.” 

The Earl of Haidwieke assented to (hm 
amendment, and the motion was put and 
agreed to accordingly. 

CoiiN Expoet.vtion Bill. ) The Ivul 
of Jlardwjcke moved the order of the dav 
for the commitment of the Com Exporta¬ 
tion Bill. 

Earl StanJtope objected to the Bill, be¬ 
cause a committee had just been ajipointed 
to enquire into the subject on which they 
were then called to legislate. It was a 
mockery ti appoint a ruinniitlee, it it 
was intended to iegiduo beiore-hatul. 

The Earl oi Hardunvke said, he had not 
expected any objection to the Bill, be¬ 
cause it would do some good, and no 
harm. 

Earl Stanhope tlmught, tliat bt sides 
having been prematureiy proposed, tin 
Bill was one of gieat nsliness, betau«5e, on 
the supposition that theie w.ts a sc ik it\ 
in thtscouniiy, and a stilt greatci seaicitj 
in Fraiue, the scarcity i>eie would be iic- 
cessaiily iiiereased. Tlu-ie bad also been 
& petition (besides those against alteiatioiis 
in the cum laws generally) specifically 
against tins Bill. 

The Eail of IIurdv:iehe thought the 
noble earl wnuhi have been the last person 
to object to the Bill, as it went on the 
piiiH'ipIc he bad supported, of the^liee- 
dom of ri'Mint'ioe. 

The House thtn went into a Committee. 

The Eai 1 of Lavdtrdak rose to propose 
an amendment. He was, be said, not a 
friend to the principle of freedom of com- 
tnerte as a principle to be universally ap¬ 
plied, a. he found in many cases, from ex- 
poiicnee, thill it would lead to evil. He 
should object to the repeal of the bounties 
which so long existed, and tvfaich 
formed so material a parlol the system of 
the corn laws in .the cuuntty, just at the 
time when an tnquiry on the subject was 
to be mstitulcd. It had been said, that 
the edict of bounties was to make the 
poor of foicigu countries eat their broad 


more cheaply than the poor of our own 
country. This was not the only efiect, 
for by producing a demand they pio- 
duced an increa.sed supply, which lo time 
of scarcity, might be prevented from being 
imported. So great was tfat' etleut of the 
bounties, that OUO,OOU quaiteis had been 
exported in one jear. His lordship tin u 
proposed that tlie winds in ibe Bill " abo- 
iisliing the bounties” slionll In' omitlcd. 

The I’iiirl of lAHiLiUk b.iped the nobb' 
fail would not press bis lunciidmuil, O'' 
the consequence would be the ultnuat' 
loiS of the Bill, which if cairn d, wuuUl 
priiduce great practical bene.lit to lielan.l, 
that country f<eing now full of com, an I 
also to the BiiMi.h colonies, particuiaily 
the West Iiulu’s, which who gieally in 
want of rot'll. 

The Eailul ZrfiwJfrtZ«fc thought the con- 
sidcraiiuin, urged by the noble tail, 
ouglit not to have weight Bg.iiiist a prin¬ 
ciple ol legislation. 

Alt! I some ob*-! rvations from the nnr- 
qins of Laiisdown, the < arl ol t»allow.iy, 
eai 1 Staiiho[»e, aiivl the diiLt vif Athol, the* 
question was pul, that the woril'- piopt>.skd 
to be left nut stand pait ui the B tl, which 
w.is iigieed lo. 

TIk Bill,having gone throughlheCom¬ 
mittee, was icporled bv ioid Ktn\on, the 
chaiiman, without anuiidineiit. On the 
motion of the earl of iinclnicke, the Bill 
was uidcieJ to he lead «i tinrd tiun* on 
Monday, and ilie Lnids to be summoned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

I'uday, June !0. 

Riennr ok the Commit fle on Capta'h 
Manby’s I'AeEiiiMENrs foi: saving the 
Livls oi bniFWiiEi keu Makiners.] Mr. 
iiose reported from tlu Select Committie 
on tile reports and other papers lespectntg 
Captain Manby’sExperiments, which were 
piexented to the House upon the 7th day 
of December last, and lu whom the Pe¬ 
tition of Elizabeth Whitfield, late Bell, 
now the only surviving child oi many of 
the late lieutenant Bell. Royal Invalid Ar¬ 
tillery, on behalf of herself and three 
infant children ; and also the papers re¬ 
specting captain Maoby’s Eixperiments, 
which were presented to the House upon 
the 2dth day of May, 180y, were referred ; 
that the Committee had examined the 
matters to them referred; and that no 
person appeared in support of the said 
petition; and that be was directed by the 
Comgaittec to move the Houses That leave 
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be given to bring in a Bill for comiiei- 
ling the owuei’s or ocruf>ier4 of lime kiltii 
near the i>hoie tu ireri hkreens between 
them and the sea of suflicient height to 
{ireveiit the fire from being seen at soa: 
— And the Ifepoil was read as foiiuMbc 

I! LPOIIT. 

Your Committee having read and con- 
sulcied the papeis reipetting captain 
.M.inby’s plan ior saving the lives of ship¬ 
wrecked manners, refened to them, 
• thought It their duly, in the first instance, 
to have Milder tlieir attention a Heport 
made to the Hoese on the same suliject in 
ISIO, in which it is slated, “that the 
strong and cogent proofs which have been 
adduced b< fore your Comniiltuc, plarc the 
advantages likely to result from captain 
Manby’s plan, in the most favourable 
puiiit of view; and indisputably prove, 
that its general adoption would be the 
means of preserving annually a number of 
valuable lives." 

In suppoit oC this opinion, so cvpiessed, 
iheie ate, in the Appendix lothat Kcpoit, 
a vaiietv of pioofs oftiie merits(<r c<ip(<iiri 
Manby*', plan: among these will be 
found, attestation', of lives having been ac¬ 
tually saved out of svretks; ceriificates of 
oftiteis of high rank in the aitillery, and 
of naval officers of grc.ii ex|)erience, as 
well as of masters of nierrhant vessels, 
pilots, and other*-, of succe->sful tx|>(ri- 
inents having been made in their presence. 
Them is also, in that Appendix, a return 
of nejily 40 bhips and sess< Is that went on 
fchoie on the co.»st of Norfolk in one gale 
of wind ; the ert ws ot most of which weie 
drowned, from the want of assistance to 
:'et ihein on shore. 

In confirmation of .ill the foiiner proofs, 
your CoTiiniitee had the gratihcstioii ol 
seeing (xpcrimeiits made m the neigh- 
houihood of the metropolis, when the 
wind was high, which folly aiisweied their 
expectation. 

Suliscquent to the date of the Repon al¬ 
luded ro, it appears, bv the papirs rifer- 
led to this C<inimittee, that captain Manby 
has been employed, under the authority of 
government, to make a suivcy of the 
coasts of tliii kingdom, in order to inform 
himself respecting tho ^ parts thereof, 
where stations would be necessary for ren¬ 
dering his plan most generally useful. In 
the execution of which duty, laborious aft 
his performance of it has been, his health 
unfortunately failed him, so as to prevent 
ifis completing ail he was desirous of 


doing. It appears, however, from six 
Reports made by him to the Secretary of 
State, that, under the disadvantage of 
lil health, brought on by great fatigue and 
anxiety, he has made a very careful 
survey of the coast from the southern ex¬ 
tremity of Norfolk to the Firth of Forth, 
one of the most dangerous districts in the 
whole kingdom. 

The observations made by him while 
examining that extensive line, confirmed 
him in the opinion he had previously 
formed of tho advantages likely to be de¬ 
rived from his plan; and circumstant^es 
are stated, from sufficient authorities, in 
his Ri'ports, to justify the sanguine expec¬ 
tation ho entertained. 

These Reports were referred by the 
Secretary of State to the corporation of the 
Trinity-houses in London, at Newcastle, 
and at Hull; whose Kepoits thereupon 
are among the papers referred to this 
Committee. 

In the opinion given by these three 
cot poralions there are no material varia¬ 
tions: the two former slate difficulties as 
likely to occur in the execution of the 
plan, and they express doubts re-pecting 
Its utility being likely to be very geneial ; 
as It can be dleclual only where the 
wieik shall be within a quarter of a mile 
ol the shoie ; the Iilder Brethren in Lon¬ 
don, however, say, that, in particular sta¬ 
tions, and where circumstances arc fa¬ 
vourable, it is likely to be useful* Thu 
corporation of Newcastle say, that its ap¬ 
plication will be almost infallible in some 
c ises. And from Hull it is stated, that it 
may b« of use. 'i’he corporation of Lon¬ 
don and Newcastle are averse ftom the 
cxpence of a national estiiblishment being 
inCuiied ; at least till the usefulness of tba 
lil-tii sha*!! bo fuilher confirmed. 

Tlie last paper among those referred to 
lliis Coinmuiee, to which they are de¬ 
sirous of calling the attention of the 
House, contains a letter from adniiial sip 
Richaid Bickeiton, commanding in chief 
his Msjesty^s ships at Portsmouth ; who 
states, that the several naval officers, with 
whom he had conversed on the subject, 
“ (oncuned with him in highly approving 
of captain Manby’s method for enabling 
a person on a coast thinly inhabited, to 
communicate by portable means with u 
vessel stranded on a lee shore." 

An attentive consideration of these 
papers leaves no doubt in the minds of 
your Committee, as to the expediency of 
measures being taken to give eSbet, as 
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extensively a* possible,to captain Manby'a 
plan; the expence of which, in whatever 
manner it shall be incurred, will be 
tri/ling, when compared with the ad van- 
t^e attending it; because it is universally 
aoiniued that it must succeed in some 
cases, and there appears to be a reasonable 
ground to hope, that it will succeed in 
most of those, where the wreck shall be 
thrown within a quarter of a mile of the 
shore. 

On this view of the subject, your Com¬ 
mittee thought it proper to esamine 
captain Manby, as to the number of sta¬ 
tions where the mortar of brass (of the 
larger size, weighing about 2cwt. and 
carrying a shot of 24lbs. a quarter of a 
mile) should be placed; which he stated 
to be, as nearly as he conjectures, about 
170 or ISO, on ihe const round the island. 
The whole expence of which, including all 
the necessary apparatus, would be about 
20/. at each, making a total of less than 
4,000/. for Gieat Britain. This would 
evidently b a charge, divided among the 
several maritime districts of Great Britain, 
80 small as to be unworthy of notice; but 
your.Committee are of opinion, that if the 
articles should be furnished by the public 
in the first instance, the plan will much 
sooner be in general use, than if individuals 
are to provide them. The inhabitants on 
the coast cannot hesitate to provide proper 
places for keeping the moitar, lopes, See. 
and to instruct persons in the ncighboui- 
hood in the use of them. 

Your CotnmiUec have confined their 
observations to Great Britain, as they aie 
not furnished with any means of extending 
them to Ireland; but it must be evident, 
that if it shall be thought right to adopt 
the plan in this part of the united empiie, 
it must be at least equally desirable, that 
Ireland should have the benefit of it: and 
of course that the articles necessary for 
preserving the lives of shipwrecked per¬ 
sons on the coasts of this kingdom, should 
also be furnished by the public. 

The moitar of the small size, weighing 
Ifilbs. and carrying a shot of 4lb8. 150 
yardt^ against the strongest wind, would 
cost about 10/. 

It is obvious, fiom attending to these 
weights, that the largest size could be 
transported, with all ihe apparatus, in a 
hand.barrow by two men with great facility, 
from the station where it may be kept, to 
any part of the adjacent cout where a ship 
could be stranded, within a quarter of a 
mjiM from the shore, or may be driven 


within that distance by the surges of the 
sea, even if he should have taken the 
ground further off. 

The mortar of the smallest size, with all 
its apparatus, could with ease be carried 
by a man on bis back. 

In a few stations it may peihaps be 
desirable to have a mortar of a larger size 
than either of those above described, lo 
cany a shot of 42lbs. to the distance of a 
quarter of a mile, with a rope of a larger 
size than used with the mortar of 2Hbs,; 
the cost ol which, if made with iron, with 
all the apparatus, would not be more than 
the mortar ot brass of 24lbs. 

The facilities of transport have been 
brought to notice since the reports wcie 
made from the thuo Trinity-houses, and 
appear toyourCoiiimittee to giveaddiiioiul 
weight to the recommendation foirnerly 
given to the adoption ot the plan. It 
seems also lo have escaped attention, as 
far as can be leaiiit fiom the papers re¬ 
ferred to your Committee, that in cases 
where captain Manby’s plan shall be suc¬ 
cessful, the life boat (invented by iMr. 
Greathcad, for which he received a par¬ 
liamentary rcwaid) will bo useful, without 
which assistance it can seldom be got 
off to the relief of a wreck; because it 
can hardly ever happen that any human 
stiengtli can pull aboatof thatnecessaiily 
heavy construction throuc;h an immense 
surf, and opposed by a strong gale of w ind 
on (he bhoio. 

Your Committee feel confident, that 
even in the event of the success of ihib 
plan being partial, the House will think it 
woilhy of their countenance, and that the 
inventor will be entithd lo a leward, 
especially as he gave up a valuable situa¬ 
tion under government, lo jiursue the 
necessary measures for establishing the 
utility ol his plan. 

Your Committee think it incumbent on 
them to slate, that captain Manby has 
been indefatigable in the pursuit of that 
object ; and that bis merit is not confined 
to having discovered the means of throwing 
a shot over a wreck, at limited distances 
from the shore; but that finding incon¬ 
venience from having been prevented from 
firing the mortar in wet and stormy wea¬ 
ther, exposed to the violence of the wind, 
and the spray of the sea, on a lee shore, he 
has applied a chemical preparation, with 
which he can fire the mortar without the 
use of a inatcb or fire of any sort. 

He has also contrived a simple and cheap 
ladder; by the awistinoe of wiUcb penoni 
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may ascend the steepest land, in cases 
Mrhere the water is so deep close to the 
shore as for a ship to go broadside on the 
cliiF; as in the case of the Halsewell 
Indiaman, some years ago, on the coast of 
Dorsetshire, the greatest part of the crew 
of which and the passeilgeis were drowned; 
most of whom, if not all, might probably 
have been saved, if a ladder of this 
description had been on the spot near 
where the ship was wrecked. 

One other invention of captain Manby’s, 
the Committee deem it proper to notice, 
namely, a life rope for the assistance of 
persons who may have fallen ovcVboaid ; 
because it is stated by admiral sir Richard 
Bickeiton an I the naval oflicers with him 
at Portsmouth, to be ingenious, and likely 
to be extreiiuly usebil in su< b cases.” 

These inventions are tertaiiily very 
simple, but, the (’omniiiiee uie persuaded, 
the House will not on that account think 
them unwoiiiiy of attniliorl. 

Your C'oinmuii-e think it would be 
attended with considerable advantage in 
fuilberance of this plan, li revsaids should 
be given to persons assisting to save the 
lives of mariiK rs and other shipwiecked 
persons, especially wheic boats shall have 
been lost m the aiieinpi; and if some 
CUHipeiisaiion should he gi,ciud to the 
families of any who .should prrisli in 
endeavouiiiig to save others. Wuli respect 
to the fund to he piuvidcd lor thepuynKtil 
of such rewards, all hough it h po.ssible 
that abuses might sometimes occur, yet 
your Commillee are of o\)iniun, that Lss 
evil would aicrue from orcasional n.isap<< 
plication of a small sum of the public 
money, than from wholly omitting sogicat 
an encouiagement to a plan in itself oi 
so much national impoitance. 

Your Committee cannot close their Re¬ 
port, without observing, that, on the survey 
made by captain Maiiby, he did not con¬ 
fine his attention to the immediate object 
of it: in his fourth report to the Ser retary 
of btate, he takes notice ol the loss of many 
vessels from the light of large limekilns 
situated on eminences in the neighbourhood 
of Sunderland, and other places, having 
been mistaken for lights intended to assist 
navigation; and he proposes, as a remedy, 
that a power should somewhere be vested, 
by law, to compel the proprietors of such 
kilns to erect screens before them, to pre¬ 
vent their being seen from the sea; in 
which suggestion the Trlnity-hohse of 
London entirely concur. Your Committee 
cannot therefore hesitate to recommend to 
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the House some legislative measure to 
accomplish this purpose. The danger is 
certainly the greatest when these are 
situated near lighthouses. It is not more 
than three or four years since, that two 
large frigates in his Majesty's service wete 
lost on the east coast of Scotland, by mis¬ 
taking a limekiln for the May lighthouse. 
But, considering the uncertainty attendant 
on ships making the land at night, dan¬ 
gerous mistakes may be made from lights 
on any part of the shore. 

The chairman is therefore directed to 
move, for leave to bring in a Bill for com¬ 
pelling the owners or occupiers oi limekilns 
near the shore, to erect screens between 
them and the sea, of sufficient height to 
prevent the fire from being seen at sea. 

With respect to the Petition of Mrs, 
Llizabeth Whitfield, your Committee can 
only state, that they have not been attended 
by any persons in support of the allega¬ 
tions thereof. 

The Report was ordered to lie on the 
table and be printed. 

1.0RD CocHnA.NE AND Mil. COCHEANS 
JoHNsTONL-l Mr. Uroadheud, adveitiiig 
to the iccent trials in the Court of King's- 
bunch, Guildhall, observed, that a charge 
having been establislud against two mem- 
beis of pailiument, deeply involving their 
public and private honour, he felt it to be 
lus duty, in maintenance of the character 
oi tint House, to give notice that, at no 
very distant period, he would call the 
attention of the House to the subject. Ha 
wa> only apprehensive that there might 
be some objection, in point of legularity, 
to his giving that notice at present; but 
perhaps some honourable gentleman might 
relieve him from this ditlicully. , 

The liltormy General expressed his satis* 
fact'on to hear that an early opportunity 
would be embraced, ot calling the alteniion 
of the House to this subject. He con¬ 
ceived that the bon. gentleman would feel 
no difficulty in fixing such a day for bis 
notice as might be most convenient both 
to (he House and to himself; provided 
that he did not name an earlier ddy than 
Tuesday. Py the course of legal pro¬ 
ceedings, it was competent to any party 
convicted, as the parties had been to whom 
the hon. gentleman referred, to apply td 
the court, within the four first days of the 
term after such conviction, either to grant 
a new trial, or to arrest judgment. Now, 
as term commenced that day, and as such 
an application wu possible^ ht fuggested 
(E) 
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to the hon. ^entieoiftti the propriety of 
deferring his notice until the period pre- 
leribed by law had expired. In making 
tbit auggestion, he begged not to be under- 
itood an intimating the probability of such 
sn application as either of those to which 
he bad alluded. Pie^ented by his ofRcial 
duties, and by his duty as a member of 
that House, from taking any part in the 
proceedings in the late tiial, he was not 
better informed with lespect to them than 
any other hon. gentleman ; and be hoped, 
therefore, he should not be so presumptuous 
as to ofi'er, or even to form, any opinion as 
to the probability of any application, or as 
to the probability of the success of any 
application, if made. 

Mr. Broadhead, in compliance with the 
augirestion of the hon. and learfied gentle¬ 
man, gave notice, that on Tuesday he 
would submit to the House a motion 
founded on the result of the late trial. 

The SpetiktT said, that it might be for 
the coiive.iience of the hon. gentleman, 
and of the House, to know, that in all such 
proceedings as that in contemplation, the 
first-step was to bring before the House 
proof of the fact. After that was done, the 
party implicated had notice to appear in 
his place, and, if be should think proper, 
to defend himself ftom the charge pre¬ 
ferred against him ; and thereupon, and 
not till then, the extreme proposition was 
made. If, therefore, the hon. gentlemun 
gave any notice, it must only be a notice 
that he would move to take the inlroduc- 
tory step to the ulterior proceedings. 

Mr. iiroadhead then finally gave notice, 
that on Tuesday next he would move for a 
copy of the conviction. 

l^he Attorn^ General promised that no 
delay should take place in the production 
of that document; but that the prepara¬ 
tion of it should be immediately for¬ 
warded. 

Lord Hill's Annuity.] The Chancel¬ 
lor of the Exchequer expressed the royal 
assent to the proposition for extending the 
term of the annuity while the peerage con- 
tinned. 

Mr. Wjfm was pleased at having the 
duration of the pension extended ; hut, at 
the same lime, he was concerned to find, 
that his Majesty's ministers were not in- 
rimed to increase the amount *of it from 
2,000/. to 3,000/. as he had proposed. He 
knew that the itonour of the peerage was 
the real reward for the services for which 
fc WM given} but at the same turn when 
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it was deemed proper for the public good, 
and for the encouragement of great ex¬ 
ertions, to give the peerage, he thought 
that parliament should take care to pro¬ 
vide the means of supporting it with inde¬ 
pendence. As for lord Hill himself, small 
as his income would be, and inferior to * 
that of almost any other peer, yet his lugh 
character and great services would enable 
him to enter the House of Peers without 
any sense of inferiority to any other per¬ 
son. lie would, besides, have some addi¬ 
tion to' that income from his military ap¬ 
pointments ; but his successors who should 
enter that House with no other provision 
than the 2,()UC>/. a > ear, would be neces¬ 
sarily thrown into a state of defiendence 
upon the court. He then instanced the 
cases of lords Rodney, Duncan, and St. 
Yiiicent, who, although all of them sup¬ 
posed to be possessed of private fortunes, 
had pensions not only of 2,00Ql, per an¬ 
num on the English establishment, but an 
additional thousand on the Irish. Now, if 
before the Union with Ireland, 3,0001. per 
annum were actually given to those per¬ 
sons who wctc raised to this peerage for 
ibcir services, he thought that a less sum 
ought not to be given now. It might be 
said that there was a dislinctioii, as those, 
peers had been commanders in chief, and 
lord Hill had only a subordinate com¬ 
mand. lie thought, however, that there 
should be no distinction made on that ac¬ 
count, when the services pei foi nied by a 
person in a subordinate coiniuaiid were 
conceived to merit the honour of the 
peerage. 

The Chancellor qf the Exchequer said, 
that from the enquiry he had made into 
the particular circumstances of this case, 
he saw no reason to make a distinction 
from what was usually granted, and there- 
foie he thought it much better to adhere 
to the precedents of former grants. When 
the peerage was first conferred upon the 
duke of Wellington, after the battle of 
Taiavera, 2,0001. a year was the pension 
granted. The same annuity was granted 
to lord Nelson, after the battle of the 
Nile. In both cases, most eminent ser¬ 
vices bad been rendered, and yet 2,000/. 
per annum was in both cases the grant. It 
was aq invidious task to enquire into the 
private circumstances of any individual, 
but on inquiry he did not find that the for¬ 
tune of the noble lord in question was 
such as to make a greater addition to it 
more necessary than it would be to many 
other noble individuals. 
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Lord Castlereagh, in consequence of a 
question put to bim by Mr. Wynn, de¬ 
clared that be could not recollect whether 
there had been any intention to propose 
to the Irish parliament an additional thou¬ 
sand a.year to lord Melson. He thought, 
however, that generally speaking, it was 
an invidious task to enter into minute 
comparisons either respecting the ser¬ 
vices or the private circumstances of those 
who were thus raised to the peerage. He 
thought it much better to adhere to one 
gene.ral rule. 

Sir Mm Nicholl considered that a grant 
of 2,0001. per annum was utterly insulTi- 
cient to support the dignity of the peer¬ 
age. If 20 years ago it appeared that 
3,0001. per annum was actually given, 
how could 2,000/. a year he supposed 
sufficient now, when the value of money 
was hardly mure than half what it was 
then. Although lord Hill himself might 
be able to support his dignity, how was it 
possible that his eldest sou should i The 
very dignity of the peerage would pre¬ 
vent him from entering into any of those 
proressiunain which men possessing talents 
might otherwise resort. The son of lord 
Hill W'ouid therefore have less means of 
providing for his family, than if lie had 
not been a peer, and in tins manner the 
deseendant.s of lord liili nnght be injured 
instead of benefited by the dignity thus 
imposed upon them. He did not conceive 
that this was a proper mode of encou¬ 
raging great exertions in the public ser¬ 
vice. 

Sir <7, Vote observed, that although the 
services of lord llill had been so great as 
justly to entitle him to the honour that 
was conferred on him, yet it must be re¬ 
collected how many other brave officers, 
lieutenant-generals, had highly di.stin- 
giiisbed themselves, and trod very close 
upon the heels of the noble lord, in ser¬ 
vices to the country. To those men who 
had themselves rendered such important 
services, it might appear an injustice, if 
not only the honour of the peerage, but a 
grant exceeding all former grants in such 
cases, were to be conferred on lord Hill. 

Lord Clive was for the additional 1,000/. 
a year, which was proposed by Mr. 
Wynn, as conceiving that a roan, who had 
no private fortune, could .not support the < 
dignity of the peerage on 2,000/. per 
annum. i 

Mr. Whitbread said, that he felt hiro-| 
•elf obliged to oppose the amendment! 
moved by his hon. friend. It was a thing] 
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of extreme delicacy and diffieelty, a| 
well as a rooft invidious office, to enter 
minutely into the comparative merits and 
circumstances of all those distinguished . 
persons who were raised to the peerage tut 
account of great services rendered to tb« 
public. When that great general, the 
duke of Wellington, who commanded till 
those generals, was first raised to the 
peerage, be had asked some questions at 
to his private fortune, wfaitb be had 
then 8uppo.sed to be larger than it was. 
W*hen, however, the Iasi question waf 
submitted to the House about his provision^ 
be had proposed an addition to that wbich 
ministers had recommended, and bis pro* 
posal was urianimou.sly adopted by ih« 
House. The reason why he then proposed 
the addition was, that he thought the ser* 
vices of the duke of Welliuglon were be¬ 
yond all comparison superior to those of 
any other person, and that they could 
not be matciied by the services rendered 
by any military man for the last century; 
'liie House should bear in their mind, 
that as to the pensions of 3,0001. a year, 
which other peers bad obtained, 2,6(H)/. 
of it was only for the lives of the two next 
in succession to the title, and the ) ,0001. a 
year from Ireland, was, as he believed^ 
only for the life of the person to whom it 
wa.s granted. Under those circumstances, 
lie conceived that the pension of 2,000/. 
wbich was now proposed to be continued 
lo every successor to the title, was really 
a belter provision for the independence of 
the peerage than ihe 3,000/, a year for the 
lives of the two next in succession. 

Mr. Prtuheroe hoped that tnini.sters 
would recommend the giving lucrative 
military situations to those officers who 
had so^rreatly distingui.shed themselves. 

Mr. Wynn then withdrew his amend¬ 
ment, and the original resolution was 
carried. 

Necoctations at Chatilcon,] I^rd 
Palmerston proposed that Friday next 
should be fixed for taking into co&ndera^ 
tion the Army Estimates. 

Mr. Whitbread suggested, that as that 
was the day propose for the considera¬ 
tion, of the Treaty, whether it would not be 
better to appoint some .other day for the 
Army Estimates. He also wished to 
know whether it was the intention of mi* 
nisiers to bring down the papers retaiiug 
to the negociations carried on at€haiib> 
Ion ?' llobtHl no doubt that the conduct of 
hia Majesty^! goTuraineiA was pcrfrcitjr 
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jtt8t and proper. But in consequence 
of the failure of those negocialion?!, the 
Treaty of ChauMont was concluded, by 
which this country had agreed to furnish 
fife tniliions to the support and continu¬ 
ance of the war. He therefore thought, 
that as, in the present state of the world, 
there could be no danger in disclosing 
the proceedings, it would be more satis* 
factory fo the House to know on what 
grounds they had voted this sum. He 
also wished to know what were the dis¬ 
positions of the late government of France 
with respect to the abolition of the slave 
trade. He must confess, that the conces¬ 
sions on that point to the present French 
government, were such as in bis mind de¬ 
stroyed all the satisfaction he should other¬ 
wise have felt from the Treaty itself. 

Lord Castlereagh, in reply, said, that it 
was his intention to postpone the discus¬ 
sion of the Treaty, from Friday to an early 
(lay in the following week. He thought 
the most convenient mode for the hon. 
member to pursue with respect to the sub¬ 
ject of the proceedings at Ciiatillon would 
be to,po8tpone any step upon it till after 
the discussion upon the Treaty bad taken ^ 
place. lie himself had no reluctance 
personally to laying the papers before the 
House; but he conceived that, on the 
general principle, it would be establishing 
an inconvenient precedent, to communi¬ 
cate papers and proceedings to [larlia- 
nent, which had led to no definitive conclu¬ 
sion. In answer to the last question of the 
hon. member, respecting the slave trade, 
iie had no hesitation in stating, that the same 
proposition was made to the former go- 
Ternmeat of France as was made to the 
present. The humane and benevolent 
disposition of the king of France would, 
he hoped, effect more than was 4one by 
negociation. With respect to the former 
government of that country, as far as he 
could learn, there was a general repug¬ 
nance to the abolition of the trade. 

Mr. WhUhrtad said he did not impute 
any blame to the noble lord ; bat because 
the House was called upon to vote large 
sums of money, in consequence of that 
convention, be merely called for those 
papers upon the subject which were al¬ 
ready printed. With respect to the slave 
trade, to talk of humanity and benevo¬ 
lence, were mere words. The truth was, 
^ that all the horrors of the trade were re- 
Tived by the Treaty. 

Lord Casilereagh was of opinion that 
lome presumptive blame should be made 
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out, to ground the production of the pa¬ 
pers in question. Their being printed was 
a proof that, if necessary, there would 
have been no repugnance to bring them 
before the House. 

e 

PsjMcEss OF Wales.] Mr. Wldibrtad. 
said, the hon. member for Wiltshire, whom 
he did not sec iii his place, had given no¬ 
tice of a motion on a peculiarly delicate 
subject (the Princess of Wales) for Tues¬ 
day. He should be most happy if any 
thing should occur to postpone the discus¬ 
sion of that subject entirely, but otherwise, 
he conceived that as many members would 
probably be absent at Oxford on that day, 
it would perhaps be better to defer the 
subject till Thursday, 

Lord Casllcreai’h deprecated the agita¬ 
tion of the question as much as the hon. 
membci, and should be as luppy as any 
individual in the House oi the country to 
see it bronglit to an amicable adjustment 
out of the Ilou-tc. lie, however, concurred 
in the piopriety of the hon. member’s 
proposid to have it biougbl forwaid on 
Thuisdav, instead of Tuesday. 

Mr. IVIutbrcad said it was ridiculous in 
those to talk oi dcpiecating the agitation 
of a question, who had it in their powei to 
remove the iiere.ssity for it altogether. 

It was accordingly undersloud that Mr. 
Methuen’s motion would stand over for 
Thursday. 

Abmy Extbaordinaries.] The House 
having resolved itself into a Cuminiltee, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer proposed 
the sum of four millions for defraying the 
extraoi dinary expence of the aimy ior the 
year 1814. • 

Mr. Baring enquired whether the sub¬ 
sidies were included in, the preceding sum, 
not omitting those to Sicily ? 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, 
that they were not included ; but he ap¬ 
prehended they would not exceed a million 
and a half, though he could not state the 
precise amount at present. 

Mr. Jiuskitsan said, that he thought the 
sum required by the right hon, gentleman 
for the army extraordinaries extremely 
moderate. They had amounted last year 
to 16,000,000/. but he understood the 
whole extraordinaries for the present year 
would not exceed nine millions; and 
when it was considered bow very great 
had necessarily been our expenditure 
during the last six months, the reduction 
was certainly considerable. 
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Lord CastUrtagh, in reply to a question 
from Mr. Whitbread, stated, that it would 
not be possible to say precisely what 
would be the amount of force necessary 
to be employed or kept in pay between 
the period of signing the definitive treaty 
of peace between this country and France, 
and the general arrangement of the aifairs 
of Europe. It never had been the policy 
of any country suddenly to disband an 
army pending negociatiuns. 

Mr. Tiernty wished to know whether 
any final arrangenieuts had been made 
with respect to the home stafl ? Ministers, 
he thought, must have made up their 
minds as to the reduction that was intended 
to take place; and it was highl}' desirable 
that the public should see that every prac¬ 
ticable letrencliment would be made as 
soon as possible. If the noble lord was 
not prepared to state the precise extent of 
the intended i eduction of the home stall', 
be thought it would be better to withdraw 
that pait of the cstimatis relating to it i 
until some final arrangement was cotn- 

]>1( ted. I 

Loid Palmerston said, that no distinction 
existed between troops employed at home 
and those employed abroad, and iberefore 
till a plan for putting; the army ut large 
ui>')n a peaee establishnieiit was settled, it 
wai impossible to deleinnne what would 
be the precise reduction of the home stafl*. 
A consideiable one rertainly would take 
place, though none had yet been made. 
The very at t, indeed, ol diseinbodyiqg the 
niilitia and reducing the regular aimy, 
tequired ns much stall'assistance nearly as 
any other sei vice 

Mr. Tinnty said, he really could not 
'comprehend why the noble loid could not 
make an estimate of how many generals, 
liow many lieutenant-generals, how many 
major-generals, and so on, it was intended 
to retain upon the bome-stafl*. In the pre¬ 
sent state of this country and of Europe, 
the l{ou>e had a right to expect that a 
peace estimate should be laid before it, 
instead of which, they were called upon 
to vote a sort of war estimate upon account. 

Lord Palmerston contended that it was 
impossible to make such a specific esti¬ 
mate at present as the hon. gentleman 
seemed to wish. 

After some further conversation between 
Mr. Huskisson, Mr. Bennct, Mr. Bankes 
and lord PalmeratoD, the resolution was 
agreetl to. 
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BOUSE OF LORDS. 

Monday, June 13. 

Cons ExpoBTATtoH Bfu..] On the 
order of the day for the third reading of 
this Bill, 

Earl Stanhope, adverting to the words in 
the Bill allowing the export ol corn at 
all times,'' stated his objections to this ar> 
rangement, observing, that as in a year of 
great scarcity in this empire, a still greater 
scarcity might exist in foreign countries, 
the allowance of free export in such a case 
would be obviously prejudicial. He 
therefore proposed the omission of these 
words. A book had been published by 
his noble Iriend (the earl of Lauderdale), 
in which the author argued that bounties 
ought to be granted upon the expoit of 
corn, because such bounties served to en¬ 
courage a growth of corn beyond the 
quantity necessary fur the home consump¬ 
tion, and because, in years of scarcity', we 
might, by stopping the export, have addi¬ 
tional means of supply for the home market. 
From this passage be concluded that bis 
noble friend would support his aniPnd- 
ineiit—that the pc er would art consistently 
with the author. In fact, i> his anuiidment 
w'ere not adopted, there would be no alter¬ 
native in .such a case of scarcity as he had 
just statedebut the starvation ot the people, 
or the exercise of a dispensing power 
by the crow n, in issuing an order to pro¬ 
hibit the expoi tatioii of corn. That the 
crown could not and ought not to e.xercise 
.such a power as that for w'hirli James 2 
was deposed, the noble lord showed by re¬ 
ferring to the Bill of Rights. It had been 
intimated, that if such an amendment as 
that he proposed were adopted, the Bill 
would'not pass in the other House, but 
this he thought quite impinbable; for lie 
remembered another Cofn Bill relative to 
exfiort having been brought into that 
House, ill which the word, *' &c." had 
been so intioduced as actually to inrludq 
sea biscuit, but upon bis proposition the 
** &c.’' was omitted, and the House of 
Commons, with whom the Bill originated, 
after having for some time kicked about 
the Bill of Its own making, adopted the 
Bill with bis amendment. Here the noble 
einrl observed, that Bills upon the most 
important subjects were too oficn most 
clumsily drawn up, and concluded with 
moving his amendment. • 

The Earl of Hardwicie, after expressing 
a wish that this Bill should extend to sea 
biscuit, argued against die amendment, 
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which woul4^ in his opinion operate 
anainst the whole principle and purpose 
of the Bill. 

I’lie 15arl of Lauderdale objected to the 
Words alluded to by his noble friends, be- 
cau<<ei' to use the language of a former 
chancellor, he thought th^ involved *' an 
act of impertinence.'’ ^or upon what 
principle could the House justify such a 
prescription to pr.sterity ? He had heard 
much of the respect due to the wisdom of 
our ancestors, but was im respect due to 
the wisdom of our posterity i 'I'he woild 
must naturally improve as it .advanced, 
and why by such a legislative enactmint 
as that to which his noble Iriend referred, 
ahonid we undertake so peremptorily to 
dictate to our posterity ? But with tiicse 
gencial observations upon the phrase of 

at all times," he stiil could not agree to 
the amendment proposed hy his noble 
friend. 

The amendment was rejected. Lord 
Lauderdale propo’-'^d an aniendnn-ni, to 
leave out the words “ repealing the houn- 
ties,” hut this timendrient was negatived. 
The. Bill was then read a third time and 
passed. 

The* E^nc OF Lu'de«dali.’s T'kotfst 
ON TUL Corn Expdrtatjon Jiii.i.j The 
following Protest is i nlered on the Journals 
of the House of Lords, Ly liiu Eai i of Lou- 
derdale, on rejecting the nioliun he maile, 
on the. third leading of a Bill, entitled, 
“ An Aft to permit the Exportation of 
corn, giain, meui, malt and Hour, from 
any part of the United Kingdom, wllhout 
payment of duty,orrfccjiviogof bounty,” 
to omit siu'h part of that Bill, as repeals 
the bounties, which, for more than a cen- 
tmy, have been given on the exportation 
of grain: 

l.st. “ Bi'causfl the aholiiion of all 
bounties on the exportation of grain, with¬ 
out any enquiry, at a moment when in 
compliance with the request of -a numerous 
body of petitioners, a committee has ac¬ 
tually been appointed'to investigate the 
c-Oects of our present .system of legi.slaiion, 
Both on the interests of the groners, and 
of the consumers of grain, appears to me 
to be an act of the grossest inconsistency. 

2nd. Because the system of granting 
bounties on the exportation of grain, thus 
incautiously abandoned, must be eminently 
^advantageous in seenring the important 
object of equalizing the price of that 
which formsibe chief article of subsistence, 

** All louhd principles of theory concur 


Com Expariation BUL f 60 

in shewing, that such a bounty must tend 
to enable the farmer of this country to 
undersell foreigners—that the demand for 
his commodity must be thereby increased 
—-that he must thcrefon- be esicouraged to 
raise a greater quantity of grain than 
would otherwise be produced—and con- 
seipiently, that in years of scarcity, by 
prohibiting exportation, this country may 
acquire a supply at a momernt it is least 
likely to receive aid from importation, 
which cannot fail to prevent that occa¬ 
sional extreme rise in the value of subsist¬ 
ence, so destrurtive of the limited coiii- 
furtsoflhc poorer orders of the cuinmuiiity. 

“ From the experience of past times it 
is aiso evident, that this actually was the 
happy effect of a bounty on the exporta¬ 
tion of grain j for, (luring the curitinuar.i 
of an etlicient bounty from the ye.ir J(i')7 
to the year 1757, tins country was atiip^ 
supplied with grain, even in yeais of 
scarcity, without foreign aid, by exporta¬ 
tion having been thiee several times pru- 
iiibited, ill it)!)'), 1700, anil 17 II. foe the 
purpose of sec ui ing to the home ronsniner 
the extra pinduee wlmii llie bounty bad 
created; and ilie pine ef wh" it dui iiig 
the last 30 years ol tbut peiioil, vihilst it 
never fell below l/. '2s. id nei (juarter, at 
no time rose above 21, 8s. ^^d pi r qiiaitei-. 

“ It does llieufore appear lo me, tbar 
the piematnre decl.iiation made by this 
Act, of the inexpediency of those boun¬ 
ties on the t xpiiitatiou of grain, whn h tor 
more than a centuiy have formed a con¬ 
spicuous featiue of the system we aie 
aUuut to investigate, must be regarded hy 
the public as highly radi and injuriou'-; 
and in this opinion 1 am conbimed hy 
conleuiplaling ihe great importation of 
grain, us well as the rise, and exneme 
fluctuation iti the price of wheat, that has 
' taken pKn e during the lust 30 years, when 
the aheiaiion in the value ot money had 
rendered the bounty ineflicicnt; for the 
lowest pi ICC of wheat, during this term of 
years, being ‘2l. 2s. 2\d. is nearly equal 
to the highest price of wheat per quarter 
during the 30 years already alluded to, in 
which an efficient bounty was given: 
whilst, notwithstanding a great and con¬ 
stant foreign importation, the poor have 
suflered, from wheat occasionally rising 
to the unprecedented value of Gl. 8s. per 
quarter. Laudi.kdale.” 


HOUBF, OF OOMMONS. 
Monday, June 13. 

The Speaker acuuai.nts tub Hovsz 
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OF THE Death of Mb. Ley, the Db- 
1‘UTY Clerk.] The Speaker, icnmediately 
upon taking the chair, acquainted the 
House, that he had with deep concern to 
signify to tliq House, that Mr. John Ley, 
their dr||)uty cicik, had died that morning, 
and that Mr. John Henry Ley, the second 
clerk assistant, had re(|uested leave of 
absence on account of the death of his 
near relation. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequor said, 
that the services oi Mr. Ley had been so 
’long and so faithful, that he was sure the 
House would agree with him in the pro¬ 
priety of placing on the records of the 
House some testimony of the merits of 
that much esteemed gentleman, as had 
been done in the case of other meritorious 
.servants of the House. He then moved, 

“ That this House enierlaiiis a just and 
high sense of the distinguished and exem- 
plaiy manner in which John Ley, esq,, 
iate deputy cleik of this Hou->e, unitormly 
discliaigcd the duties of liis situation, 
during his long attendance at the tabic of 
this House for nearly ‘fT yeai.s.” 

Mr. Koic seconded the iiiotioti, and con¬ 
curred in the sentiments t xpressed by tbe 
right hon. the (^hancelloi of the Exche¬ 
quer, as to the merits and services of Mr. 
Ley. 

Mr. Bankes regretted the occasion of I 
this motion, and gave his testimony to the | 
merits of that long tried and worthy ser¬ 
vant ol the lluu^e. 

Tlie motion was then agreed to, ncm. con. 

Mr. Henry (Tunnell was then ordered to 
attend and assist at the table. 

Loni) CocHRANF. itND Mr. Cochrane 
J oHNSTO.XE.J Mr. hnstcihead rose and 
said, that in con.srqueiice of his having 
been informed that morning, that it had 
not been possible to make nut the copy 
of the conviction of the persons con¬ 
cerned in the late fraud on the Stock ]{x- 
chaiige, it was bis wish to postpone his 
motion on that subject till to-morrow 
«e*nnight. 

Prince Regent’s Message re.spect- 
ing Ru.ssian Troops, j The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer acquainted the House, 
that he had a Message from the Prince 
Regent to this House, signed by his Royal 
Highness, and he presented the same, and 
it was read as follows: 

In the name and on the behalf of bis 
Majesty ; 
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** Geokge P. R. 

His royal highness the Prince Regent 
thinks proper to acquaint the House of 
Commons, that bis Imperial Majesty the 
Emperor of Russia, having applied to h'is 
Royal Highness to allow a body of Russian 
guards, part of the allied army lately em¬ 
ployed in Fiance, to be landed in the 
neighbourhood of Portsmouth, for tbe pur¬ 
pose of being ro-embarked as early as 
possible on board the Russian fleet on their 
return to the dominions of the Emperor, 
bis Royal Uighi]e.s.s has cun«rnted to this 
request of his Imperial Majesty; and that 
tbe said guards are immediately expected 
to be landed accordingly; and that hia 
Royal Highness ha®, in conseqni'nce, di¬ 
rected proper sccoruniodations to be pro¬ 
vided (or them.” 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer then 
moved the thanks of the House to his 
royal highness the Prince Regent for his 
gracious communication, which were ac¬ 
cordingly voted. 

Mu. Le Mvrihvnt.] Mr. A Broum 
said, that in a conver->ation which took 
place on the Colonial Ihll, he gave notice* 
tliat when he saw an hon. gentleman (Mr. 
Ooulhurii) in his place, lie would put a 
question to him reNpecting Mr, Le Mar- 
ehant, who liad been appointed to an itn- 
jiortant situation in the colonies. He had 
then Slated, that a letter had appeared in 
the public papers, which tended, if its 
contents were true, to reflect much dis¬ 
credit on Mr Le Marchant,and piessed the 
necessity of his removal: in answer to this 
it was stated, that during thn trial it would 
not be proper to take so derisive a step, 
and that the determination of government 
would defiend on ihe issue of that trial, 
lie saw the hnii. gentleman (Mr, Goul- 
hnni) at the trial; and if any thing more 
was necessary to satisfy him, and to prove 
the inexpediency of continuing the gen¬ 
tleman in the ofiice to uhi<h he was ap¬ 
pointed, it might have been found in what 
Mr. Le Marchant had said upon that 
trial; for he iheie roiilessed, that he was 
determined to withhold his testimony, if 
the terms proposed by him were accepted. 
The demand he made was totally un¬ 
worthy of him, and of the situation to 
which he was appointed. The situation 
was in the West India islands, and one of 
the greatest importance in all the internal 
system I of their government. By this 
place the care of all tbe public reqqrds 
aflectiftg tbe property of indtvidualsi^ 44* 



63] HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

vohed upon iiio), and »ho the secsetery- 
ehip both of the governor end privy conn* 
cil. Considering the importance of , 
a place, titid the secrets relating to the 
gorerument which' must be intrusted to 
the person who filled it, he hoped be might 
appeal to the right hoii> the Chancellor of 
the lutchequrr, to know whether it was in* 
tended to continue Mr. Le Marcbant in 
the situation. 

The Chancellor of lire Exchequer said, he 
could not answer officially, but be believed 
that government would be directed in 
their conduct by what appeared on the 
trial, and that the course pursued would 
be such as the House would approve of. 

The Buugki,] The House having re¬ 
solved itself into a Committee ofWays and 
Means, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, 
that he jose for the purpose of submitting, 
for the consideration and approbation of 
the House, the terms of the loan which had 
.been that day contracted for. From the 
unavoidable absence of many members of 
tliat House, it was his intention to post- 
pon%, to a future opportunity, a great part 
of what he intended to say on the subject 
of the su|>plies and the ways and means, 
generally known b^ the appellation of the 
Budget. He would, therefore, confine 
himself to a brief statement of the supplies 
already granted, what remained to be 
Toted, the ways and means to defray those 
charges, and the terms on which the loan 
had been contracted for. The House 
would recollect that many items still re¬ 
mained to be provided for, among which 
were the army estimates, and also the 
aums ueecsssary to defray the ordnance 
service, which would absorb a consider¬ 
able portion of the ways and means of 
the year. The war taxes, amounting to 
2l,000,000f. might be considered as ap-'* 
plicable to these two purposes—and he 
would state, tn detail, the ways and means 
by which the remaining charges were to 
be inet. By adopting this course of pro¬ 
ceeding, he would bring under the consi¬ 
deration of the committee the supplies 
which had been granted, together with 
those that still might be wanting; and next, 
tho ways and means, before they came to 
the consideration of the loan. The right 
hon. gentleman then proceeded to state the 
different heads of supply as ffillow; 

Navy (exclusive of ordnance sea 

service) which had been com- 

fleieJy voted jfi^T86,50P 
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The Slim voted for this, 
last year, was 20,575,011/.; 
tltere was therefore, a ba¬ 
lance in favour of this year, 
l,788,.502f. 

Army (including Ireland), with, 
barracks and coimnissarial, of 
which a part yet remained to 

be provided . 18,121,173 

The vote of last year was 
13,020,537/.; the balance 
ii. favour of this year was 
therefore 805,801/. 

Extraordinarics, 

England .9,300,000 ? 

Ireland . 200,000 5 

Under this head, the vole 
of last year was for England, 

9,500,000/. ; for Tiel,ind, 

200,000/. : the diftereine 
in favour of this year, 

300,000/. 

Exfraordinani s iniproxidod for 

last year. 

Ordnance (including Ireland) 
that had not been provided tor 
The amount was sliuit of 
the vote of last yeai 
1,14.5,036/. 

Miscellaneous, -which was equal 

to the vole of Last year. 

I’ole of CroUit lor Eng-) 

land .,£..3,000,000^ 

Ditto for Ireland 200,000) 

The sums voted on this 
account last year, were, for 
England, 6,000,000/., for 
Inland, 200,000/. 

.Subsidies voted . 

Ditto to be voted... 

Bills of t'ri'dit already voted to 
pay the Hills issued accorduig 
to agreement, by our Allies, 
and guaranteed by us. 


The total amount of the joint 
chai ge therefore w as . 07,313,472 

The Separate Charges were: 

Loyalty Loan . 71,320 

Inleresl on L-xchequer 

Bills .1,900,000 

Ditto on Debentures 49,780 
Urant toSinkingFuiHl, 
in respect of Exche¬ 
quer Hills unpro¬ 
vided . 290,000 

!• or payment of Exche¬ 
quer Bills .6,000,000 

- 8,311,100 


75,624,572 

From this was to be deducted 
the proportion which Ireland 
was to bear, viz, jf. 7,919,232 
Civil liist and Oonsoli- 
dateUFund •••••• 187,862 


9,200,000 


6,350,132 

3,955,658 

2,500,000 

3,200,000 

3,000,000 

1,200,000 

1,000,000 


8,107,09« 
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Which would leave to be pro- ■ ■ .. 

vided for by Great Britain . • 67,517,478 

The Ways and Means which he would 
propose to meet this sum were—- 


Anmutl Duties’. 3,000,000 

WarTaMtb. 20,500,000 

Jittery. 200,000 

Vote of ('redit. 3,000,000 

Naval Stores (English propor¬ 
tion) . 508,545 

I'irst Tx)an. 22,000,000 

Second Jxiau concluded Uiisday 18,500,000 


Making together the sum of 67,708,545 

It vi'ould here occur to many gentlemen 
that he bad not taken credit for the con* 
solidated fund; but the reason of this was, 
that it fell so far short in the last year 
from what might have been expected 
from It; and therefore be thought it 
wiser to permit its growing profits to ac¬ 
cumulate f<ir some future time, than to 
make any farther charge upon a fund 
which hud disappointed their expecta¬ 
tions. The riglit hon. gentleman then 
stated that in the Customs duties there had 
been a delicieiicy; but trurn the unfortu¬ 
nate fire which had happened at the Cus¬ 
tom* house, he wQs not able to stale on 
what articles the deficienchs had arisen. 
The amount of the Customs dul its received 
was 9,818,000/. which was two millions 
short of the expect.itioti that had been 
formed. In the Excise the produce had 
been considerably greater, and all tbe 
other branches had been comparatively 
flourishing. The stamp duties to the 5ih 
of Apiil, 1813, amounted to ^2,9.57,000/. 
and fur the last year 23,971,000/. which 
gave an inciease of about a million. The 
beer was not quite equal to the last year. 
In 1813, it produced 2,699,000/., and in 
1814, but 2,585,(X)0/. Tbe produce of 
malt, for 1813, was 4,440,000/., and lor 
1814, 4,873,000/. making an increase of 
about 430,000/. The produce of British 
spirits for 1813, had been 2,632,000/. 
and for 181 t, 2,969,000/. increase of 
300,000/. On Foreign spirits an .in¬ 

crease had also taken place; in 1813, 
the produce was 2.325,000/., in 1814, 
2,521,OIK)/, being an increase of nearly 
200,000/. Foreign wines, in conse¬ 

quence of the destruction of the vine¬ 
yards in Portugal, had not been produc- , 
live for many yeais, but there bad been .a 
rise in the last year i'rom 947,000/. to | 
1,013,000/. Upon teas there had been an | 
increase from 3,547,000/. to 3,632,0001.; 
and on the Post-office an increase from 
(VOL. XXVIII.) 
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h265,060i. to 1,289,0001, an iaenase 
which, although trivial, yet proved the 
benefit which had arisen from the new 
measures that had been adopted. The 
assessed taxes, which included some of the 
taxes which bad not been collected in 
1812—4n 1813, amounted to 5,880,000/, 
\nd in 1814, to 6,339,000/. being an in¬ 
crease of half a million. Tbe land tax 
which was a fixed rate, in consequence of 
the progress of its redemption was not 
quite so productive as the former year; its 
amount in 1813, was 1,081,000/., and in the 
last year but 1,000,059/. The remain¬ 
ing branch of the taxes was the pro¬ 
perty tax. upon which there had also 
been a considerable increase. The pro¬ 
duce for 1813, was 12,668,000/. ; for 
18)4, 14,485,000/.; making a surplus of 
1,.517.000/. 

He had now stated the general produce 
of the revenue in detail, and this he 
thought the best mode of acting, as the 
House would be enabled to form a judg¬ 
ment on the produce of the difierent 
branches. The unfortunate event to which 
he had already alluded, namely, tbe fire 
at the Custom-house, prevented him from 
satisfying the House upon (he increase of 
our trade, hut he could with confidence 
state that nur actual exports in the last 
year had exceeded in a most flourishing 
degree any other year which had preceded 
It. The last thing which he had to advert 
to, was the terms of the loan. He would, 
however, before he proceeded tp make his 
statement on this subject, anticipate a 
question which his ,hon. friend opposite 
(Mr. Grenfell) would probably ask. He 
would perhaps enquire, whether any at¬ 
tempt had been made, in negociating the 
late loan, to carry into eflVet a clause con¬ 
tained in the Act of the 23d of his Ma¬ 
jesty, for appropriating part of tbe growing 
produce of the sinking fund to the service 
of the year. In answer to this be bad to 
observe, that all tbe parties who bid for 
tbe loan, with the exception of one gentle¬ 
man, were averse to that proceeding. 
And looking to this general concurrence 
of opinion, it was thought that a better 
bargain could be procured by agreeing to 
the suggestion, than if any oppoAtion 
were (bade to it: because, from the largo 
amount of the loan, it was not probable 
that a great competition would have been 
produced, if, in negociating it, they bad 
acted under tbe provision contained in 
tbe dfttdie alluded to. Finding the opi¬ 
nion uf the nnnuractors geuentily bottde 

(F) 









67J HOUSE OF COMUOUS, 

to tho propoiildM«)tnd aeeing them mo 
prob*hf|it 3 ^{ thtt, for m iosti of I SflOOfiOOL 
ttny otiter tridders woold come forwArd^ 
betidei ttioae who attended on the ocen* 
fion, ft wne thooght edtisHbie to oohicide 
kiHtliefr ier«M, nod to make the loan on 
old principle. The bargain waa ex- 
ttHnt'ly tatiafoctory* being my much in 
favour of the public. iTudoubtedlyi at 
the present moment, when this country 
waa at f>eace with alt the world, except 
America, it was natural to expect that the 
loan would be negociated upon favonrahle 
terms, and he was extremely happy to 
say. that such terms bad been obtained. 
It waa thought necessary that part of the 
loan should be taken in the 5 per cent. 
This was not popular amongst the con¬ 
tractors, who were much better pleased 
With a bargain in Ute 3 per cents.; it had, 
however, Men carried into effect, and the 
result would be, a decrease of charge and 
interest, to a very considerable amount. 
Ou a casual view of the subject, this would 
not appear to hr the case,but a little con- 
iideration would prove, that an amount of 
Boipinal capital, of not leBBtb8n4,OOO.OOOf. 
Would be saved, by taking part of the 
loan in the 9 per cent. The total amount 
of the loan was 24.000,000/. Of which 
5,500,000/. was for the service of Ireland, 
leaving to Great Eritain a sum of 18 mil¬ 
lions and a half. For every 100/. in 
money the contractors would receive a 
capital of SO/, navy 5 per cent.; 80/. S per 
Cents, reduced ; 23/. lOt. 3 per cent, con¬ 
sols. To avoid increasing the charge on 
the con«olidaSa4 fund, they bad, for the 
first tine, siipulaied, that instead of paying 
interest for the six preceding months, it 
•honld only begin to run from July next 
in the navy 5 per cents., and from April 
last in the consols. This system would 
produce a reduction from the 5 per cent^ 
of 2,5C|p,000/, end from the consols, of 
1.500,000/. Calculating the loan on these 
terms, the interest wonia be found not to 
yxceed 4/. 12*. Id, per cent. The first 
dividend, being exempted from the pro¬ 
perty tax, formed a respectahJe bonus: 
and, as it was intended to meet tha 
charge created by funding for the service 
wf the present year, by cancelling re¬ 
deemed atock in the manner provided for 
in the hmt session of parliametiit, the ne» 
Cessitjr of hardening, the eocsofidttted 
fond with any additional charge wotdd 
•.'thus be avoided. 'Iba most remarkable 
circeasianee ocfittecied with ttae present 
leaiir'hkKl ena^rbicii A* hadfoaed had 
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newer before occurred, was the improve¬ 
ment which took place in the atfte of the 
funds, at a time when it was known that 
so largo a sum of money was about to be 
borrowed. The actual biddings became, 
id consequence, so much more fhyoursble, 
(bat almost a million of stock was saved to 
the public, which, if government bad 
closed with the contractors on Wednesday 
last, must have been given to them. When 
the funds rose so high, at the period when 
a loan Was pending, it proved the flou¬ 
rishing state of onr public credit, and, at 
the same time, held out the most flattering 
hope, that they would continue, for the 
remainder of the year, equally elevated. 
The interest of 4/. 12s. Id. to which were 
to be added the sinking fund charge, and 
the other inctdental expences, made a 
total of something more than 8 per cent. 
It was his intention to move a resolution 
for cancelling an amount of stock sufficient 
to bear this charge; and even when that 
was done, not less than 50,000,000/. of 
surplus stock would still remain applicable 
to tbe service of the country. The right 
hon. gentleman tlien moved, ** That it is 
the opinion of this Committee, that, towards 
raising the supply to be granted to bis 
Majesty, the sum of 24,000,000/. be raised 
by annuities; the charges of 18,500,000/. 
whereof shall be deirayed by Great Bri¬ 
tain, and of 5,500,0001 “by Ireland.'* 

Mr. Graven wished to know, whether 
he was to understand that tbe discussion 
was to be deferred to a future day, or was 
then to be proceeded in ? 

The C^awellor the Exchequer said, he 
had no objection to hear any observations 
which bis bon. friend might then think 
proper to make. When he first addressed 
the Committee, the House was so extremely 
thin, that he bad suggested the propriety 
of postponing tbe discussion to some fmnre 
opportunity, as a matter of convenience. 
A great number of members had since 
come in, and, if bis hon. friend pleased to 
favour the Committee with bis sentiments, 
he shonld be nappy to bear them. 

Mr. GretffiiH said he was willing to defor 
bis observationi until every subject con¬ 
nected with the budget was fairly before 
tbe House. 

The OmceUor ttf the Exchequer said. If 
there was any particular point in his 
atatemeiit to which his hon. friend objected, 
he wished him to make his observations on 
it at that moment. If, for instance, he 
was hostile to (he manner in which the 
negdeit^ of lotalmd been conducted. 
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he was veiy desirous now to hear bis senti* 
ments on toe snbjeet. 

Mr. Cfrer^ said, that what he was then 
about to ofter to the House, cbould not 
preclude hiin from folly statiog his opi¬ 
nions; when 'the question of the loan was 
more parUcularly under discussion. He 
regretted aery much, that the ri^t hon. 
gentleman had not applied a part, at least, 
of the Sinking Fund, in lowering the 
amount of the loan ; and if any one thing 
surprised him more than another, it was 
the way in which be bad accounted to the 
Committee for net making use of it for that 
purpose. His reason was, because those 
who came to offer for die loan were agabst 
such a proGeeding->-and be tbou^t it 
necessary to coincide in their opinion. 
Now, taking the adrice of those who were 
deeply interested in the amount of the 
loan, was not, in his opinion, very prudent. 
Men in such a situation, would act in the 
manner most beneficial to themselves. 
This maxim was very well laid downMn a 
fable, which be recollected to have read 
in his early years. A town being on the 
point of sustaining a siege, a oiaaoii recom¬ 
mended stone walls, as afiurdiiig the 
strongest piotectioii; a carpenter was 
anxious that wood should be preferred; 
while a currier declared, that, however 
great the virtues of stone or wood might 
be, still leather was much better adapted 
to keep off an enemy. Now. although it 
waui more to the interest of the public, that 
the loan should be 8 or 12, than 24 mil¬ 
lions, yet it could not be expected that 
those who derived a great emolument from 
the larger sum, should express themselves 
in favour of the smaller. The right bon. 
gentleman admitted that one of the con* 
tractors thought diffi>rently from the others. 
He knew the hon. gentleman who bad 
been alluded to, and no man in the country, 
he believed, bad a greater practical know¬ 
ledge of the subject than he bad. His 
opinion, which he regretted bad not been 
followed, was, that the plan of applying a 
part of the Sinking Fund to* the loan of the 
year, would be of^great service, because it 
would tend to raise the price of the public 
funds. 

The ChanceUor of the Bxchequir said, 
that he had procured a much better 
hacgaiii, by coinciding in the terma ofibed 
by the contractors, than he could posfitbiy 
have obtained, if he bad adopted the system 
to which his hon. friend was so partial. 

Mr. Htulauott said, be should be vary 
glad if at opportunity wore afforded him. 
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to emaitne the general state of our fiqances, 
and to fosrn what tha peace establishment 
was iih«ly to be. It was most important 
that the genera}, state of tho fioaiices of 
Great JBritoia, under her new and improved 
situation, should be perfectly understood; 
and to now pot it h» claim, when the 
subject came under dweassion, to state bis 
sentiments at length. 

Mr. Foneonby wished to know, whether 
it was the intention of bis Majesty's minis¬ 
ters to contiooe the properly tax for the 
whole time it was allowable by law i Ha 
knew, by the words of tha A< t, th>it the 
tax would exist until the £tb of April next. 
The efause stated, that It should expire on 
the Sih of April next following the s>gna« 
tare of a general treaty of peace. Now, 
the present peace having been signed alter 
the Sth of April last, his Majesty’* govecn> 
ment would of course have ibe benefit of 
the tax until the 5th of April, I8i5. They 
were undoubtedly exit erne ly lucky in the 
time at whub the treaty was signed; for, 
had that event taken plate in Maich, in* 
stead of May. they could not have availed 
themselves of the tax after April ^ last. 
Now if the right hon. gentleman meant 4d 
make use of this tax for the remainder of 
the term, he should not oiler any obieiva* 
tion Oil the wisdom or policy of the mea¬ 
sure; but he hoped, if he did avail himself 
of It, fur ten or eleven months longer, thpt 
be would be prepared to do without it in 
future. It was, in iact, a bargain bHween 
the nation and the parliament, that it 
should be collected only for the time 
specified in the Act; and, to induce the 
people to bear their weight of taxation with 
cheerfulness and good homour, that House 
ought to fulfil, scrupulously, the terms it 
had entered into with them. He, there¬ 
fore, expressed his hope and wisb.that the 
property tax would not be collected after 
the 5tb of April next. ^ 

The Eesokition was then agreed to; as 
were also two others relative to the ternts 
of the loan. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
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Iamdon PaiSQMt' Biliw] Mr. Holfbri 
role end aaid t 

Srn; When *a. mntion was made a fow 
weeks ago for »c^mmitteo to enquire into 
tto state of the prisons belonging to the 
vitVJbf JUmdop, we were told by the lion. 
alMifltlhii wto represent tto frty in this 
in a tone of omfideotok 
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and profening to tposk fro«n own 
knowfedgo of tfae state end conditifi« of 
the prisopf Eluded to, that there exiMod 
no ^OttHtd iArhatever for such an enqoirjr; 
they toM us, that wbaierer was wrong in 
therr gaola arose eflrirely from the want of 
■offieient room in them for the prisoners, 
thait the corporation of the city were 
engaged in building, and had almost com* 
nicted, a new gaol, of large dimensions, 
for the reception of debtors,and that when 
the prisoners of this description should be 
remored thither from Newgate and certain 
other prisons, and when the space which 
they now occupied should be converted 
into accommodations for the criminals, 
the defects in the gaols belonging to the 
city would be remedied, and their arrange¬ 
ments, with respect to the pi isoners, both 
debtors and criminals, would be found in 
every respect satisfactory. 

Committee was, however, appointed, 
and no person can have read the Report, 
wlrich It has produced, without seeing that 
there are, in thr prisons alluded to, many 
causes of complaint, which have no refe- 
fence to the siae and extent of the build¬ 
ings^ and that many evils prevail in them 
avhicb will not be remedied by any addi. 
tion that may be made to the space in 
which the prisoners are confined, evils of 
no trifling magnitude, which have properly 
attracted the attention of this House, and 
which call upon the legislature, with an 
urgency that cannot be resisted, to interfere 
for their correction. 

The first evil which presents itself to 
notice in the prisons belonging to tbe City 
ia, the insumciency of the allowances to 
^e persons confined in them; and, first, 
In regard to tbe article of food:—^The pri- 
aonen receive their food in different ways. 
They have an allowance each of bread 
front tbe City ; they have tbe benefit o|: 
legaeiea left for their ose, and charitable 
donations, (lately formed in Newgate, into 
a fond, called “ Tbe Sheriff's Fond;”) 
and they have, in four out of the five pri¬ 
sons, a weekly gifrof meat from the sheriffs. 
It is, however, stated in the Report, and 
will not 1 presume be denied, that tbe 
whole quantity of food received by them, 
from IneM different sources of aupply, 
wonld net be sufficient properly to support 
life, either in the debtors or criminals, if 
they were not assisted by their friends. , 

, The meat given by the sheriffs to each 
1 ^ is always sent in the same quantity, 
any consideration of the number 
'tipIlfOM who may aii that tune be In (be 
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prison. It is stated by Mr. Newman, the 
keeper of Newgate, that no instance baa 
occurred in that gaol of there not being 
prisoners enough to consume this meat, 
imt it often happens, when tbe gaol is 
crowded, that there are more'prisoners, of 
tbat poorer class to which it is distributable, 
than can each receive a share of it; and, 
in that case, the distribution is regulated 
by the turnkeys, whose discretion is to 
determine to which of tbe individuals, 
confined m tbe same yard, this dole shall 
be dealt out, and from which of them, as 
appearing to be least necessitous, it shall 
be withheld. 

There is, however, one class of prisoners, 
to whose situation, on the head of food, 1 
wish particularly to call tbe attention of 
the House. 1 mean the persons committed 
to the Giltspor-street Compter to take their 
trial on criminal charges. These persons 
(upon whose guilt or innocence, it will be 
remembered, their country has yet to pro¬ 
nounce) have, for all tbeir sustenance, JO 
ounces of bread per day, and tiilis. of 
potatoes per week; and, by a most incon¬ 
siderate airangement, the allowances of 
bread are given out but once in two days, 
so that if the prisoner shall be betrayed by 
Ins appetite into a lull meal on the first 
day, he must fast on the second : and if 
he has the ill fortune to coinc into prison 
upon the day on which the bread is given 
out, and after the hour of delivery, be will 
be without food for eight-aniUforty hours. 
When a crime has been committed, tbe 
persons upon whom the suspicion of guilt 
attaches are most commonly found among 
the poor and the friendless, and it is mere 
mockery to say of a person of this descrip¬ 
tion, whose prison allowance is inadequate 
to his support, that he may purchase what 
he pleases for himself, or receive supplies 
from bis friends. But if a party committed 
for trial has the means of supplying himself 
with food, or can prevail upon others to 
lend him assistance, with what colour of 
justice can be fie called upon to provide 
for his own maintenance in prison ? His 
confinement, a(id the circumstance of bis 
being taken from his daily labour, from 
the ordinary pursuit, or occupation, by 
which he ekrns his livelihood, are hard¬ 
ships of which he cannot properly coro- 
plaia; they are necessary for the ends of 
ji»rice; they are incident to the situation 
m which be stands, as a person under accu¬ 
sation; but it is not necessary for the ends 
of justice that he should be subjected to 
the additional hardship of being obliged 



7S] London PHtom' BUI, 

to tnaintftin himselfj either by making 
away with hi* own little property, or by 
taxing, for that purpose, the kindness of 
his friends; the friends of a prisoner com* 
mitted for trial will often find ample room 
for the exercise of their liberality in the 
wants of an unfortunate wife and family, 
deprived by his ronfinenient of their usual 
means of subsistence; 

It does not appear that there is any 
regular allowance of clothing in the city 
gaols, even to the criminals confined for a 
Jong period in Newgale; the allowance 
of bedding, given only to the poorest pri¬ 
soners, consists of two rugs. In a prison 
like Newgate, in which, from the fear of 
fire, the use of straw cannot be permitted, 
prisoners wlio must sleep on the boards, 
with nothing to put under or over them but j 
a nig, will of course sleep in their < lothes, i 
and the circumstance of a prisoner’s con- I 
stantly continuing night and day in the 
same dress, especially in the case of per¬ 
sons who have no change of linen, is very 
inconsistent with that degree of cleanliness 
which ought to be observed in a prison, 
not only ns essential to health, but as 
having no slight influence upon moral 
habits. Another grievance, connected 
with the iiisutficienry ot the allowances 
U) prisoners, is, the cu>toin of garnish. 

(jarnish is a payment made by a pri¬ 
soner on his first entrance into gaol, 
exacted by his fellow prisoners, as his 
contribution to a common lund, out of 
which ate in general provided curtain arti¬ 
cles wanted fur the u-e of the prison. 

When a prisoner has not the means of 
satisfying this demand, he is persecuted, 
and vexed, and annoyed in various ways; 
be IS driven from the fire, out suffered to 
come near it even fur the purpose of cook¬ 
ing bis victuals, he has his clothes taken 
from him ; to use Mr. Newman’s phrase, 

he has tricks played him," in short he is 
subject to various indignities, more easily 
conceived than described, and to a degree 
of ill treatment to which the circumstance 
of his not having a hhiUiii'g in the world 
ought not to render him liable. 

Mr. Newman states, that, in his opinion 
a small addition to the prisoner’s allowance, 
with a positive prohibition of this practice 
of taking garnish, would put an end, in 
the City prisons, to tliis disgraceful custom: 
whidi, though I believe it has in former 
times been prevalent in almost ail the pri- 
suns of this country, has for some time 
ceased to exist in those which are uiuier 
Iproper regulation. 
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While the poorer prisoners are thus ina¬ 
dequately supplied with the iiecevtaries of 
life, Jtbose, even on the criminal side of 
Newgate, who may have a command of 
money, are allowed indolgencies, which 
ought not to be sufiered in a prison. The 
criminal prisoner, the fiiion under sentence 
of transportation, the convict who has 
been cm^emned to death, but whose sen¬ 
tence is respited, may each purcliase in 
Newgate as much wine and beer as he 
pleases, with this single restriction, that he 
must not have more than one pot of beer 
or one bottle of wine at one time in his 
possession ; to this I must add that intoxi¬ 
cation is not deemed an ofience. If, in¬ 
deed, it breaks out into acts of riot and 
disorder, then the whole ward, in which 
it has so shewn itself, is punished, by the 
general exclusion of the friends of all the 
prisoners from that division of the gaol; 
but if the drunken man shall not create 
disturbance, his drunkenness is not con¬ 
sidered as deserving of notice, nor is any 
punishment annexed to it. No person can 
wonder tbat the vice of drinking prevails 
in Newgate, under these circumstanrer, 
even among those who come there with 
sober habits, when it is considered how 
very strong must be the temptation 'to 
men in prison, unhappy and unoccupied, 
to drown the reculleclion of the past, and 
to lose, for a season, the prospect of the 
future in the temporary oblivion produced 
by liquor. 

There is no discipline of any kind in 
Newgate. When the keeper, Mr, New¬ 
man, was examined upon this point, be¬ 
fore the Committee on Fenitentiarj'-houses, 
in 1811, be told us that pockets were f>e- 
quently picked in the prison. He says 
the same now. When asked whether cards 
and dice are allowed, he says, ** they arc 
neither allowed nor prevented," When 
the members of the Committee, which has 
just reported, visited Newgatu, while we 
were on the roof of the building to which 
strangers are generally taken, iii the first 
instance, to have a full view of the prison, 
our attention was atti acted to a battle in 
one of the yards below; a battle between 
two prisoners in irons, naked to the waist, 
each attended by a second, and sitting on 
his second’s knee, after each round, with 
as much regularity as could be ob8erve4 
ill any of those contests of which we 
sometimes see an account in the news- 
papen. I put it to the recollection of the 
boas wetphen who were then present, 
whedkor this disgraceful scftia was very 
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apeediiy t<;riBioa(ecl; the battle not 
interrupted l>9 tbe tiimk^e below, U nne 
stopped j>y the voice of Mr. Newman i;al(- 
Ihg outirnot the top of the prison, by the 
prdera of one of the aldermen preau^t* • 
n^ember of our Committee: there are, 1 
ytttm, some who think that there is no 
eat harm in allowing prisoners to settle 
eir own disputes and oiSerences in this 
way, but I must desire those who enter* 
talin this opinion, torecollect what varioos 
descriptions of persons are confined toge¬ 
ther in a prison, and particularly in New* 
gate, from the old offender, who, hardened 
by a long course of guilt, glories in the 
number and magnitude of his crimes, to 
him, who, overwhelmed with shame at the 
detection of a firat offence, comes into 
prison dispirited and broken hearted; se* 
parated, perhaps, by the disgrace that haa 
fallen upon him, from respectable friends 
and connections, with whom he has formerly 
lived, but not prepared to pass over at 
once into the society of those of a differ* 
ent character, and shrinking with disgust 
from the advances of the vicious and the 
profligate. How often must prisoners 
meet in Newgate who have an old grudge 
against each other; confederates, perhaps, 
on some former occasions, one of whom 
has incurred the resentment of the others 
by not having been prepared to step as 
deep in guilt as his companions, and to 
join with them in some daring act of out* 
rage. It must not unfrequcntly happen 
that men may meet in Newgate one of 
whom has given information, or even tes> 
timony, against the other. It ought not 
to be permuted, and it is not allowed in 
any gaol which is properly managed, that 
prisoners should offer personal violence to 
each other. 

One main cause of the want of disci, 
pline and good order in the City gaols is^ 
the manner in which the gaolers are paid, 
vik. by a salary and allowances given ge* 
nerally for the management of the prison, 
out of which they are to find such assist* 
nnts as they may think necessary. It is 
obvious that this mode of payment affords 
no security u> the public that the assistants 
will either be sufficient in number or of a 
dmcription aufficieutiy respectable to prO* 
serve ^{ood order; the contract with the 
gaoler is made for the safe custody of the 
person, Ibr that he is responsible, but die* 
cipiine forms no part of the bargain, and 
l^>«Kfure» not likely to be much at* 

‘'HM pent circomstucB on wbiolh 1 haye 
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to observe is, the existence of wbat is 
ealled the MasterVside in Newgate. 1 
admit that persons are often committed to 
prison who are entitled, from their ednca* 
tion or former habits and situation in life, 
to be separated, or differently treated, 
from others who are confined for similar 
offences to those of which they are sua* 
pected or convicted ; and I do not object 
to the State*side of the prison, in which 
persons of this description are placed, 
though it is obvious that even there the 
rents of the rooms should not form a part 
of the emolument of the gaoler. But in the 
Master’s-side are placed together, as con* 
stitutiDg a more respectable class of prU 
soners, all those comitted either to taka 
their trial, or for punishment, fines, trans* 
ports, respites, in short criminal prisoners 
of every description (with the single ex¬ 
ception of prisoners waiting for execution) 
who can pay an entrance fee of 13>. fid. and 
2s. 6d. a week to the gaoler for a bed; the 
practice of thus breaking down for money 
the distinction between different classes 
of prisoners, is not only contrary to pro¬ 
priety, but it is a violation of the declared 
will of the lescislature—the Slst Geo. 3, 
which directs, that all convicts under sen* 
tence of transportation, who are kept in 
gaol, shall be kept separate, as far as may 
be, from all other offenders except felons ; 
makes no exception in favomr of persons 
who can pay 2s. Od. a week to the gaoler. 
How often must these payments be made 
by the highwayman or the house-breaker, 
out of the plunder which be has taken 
from the public before his conviction; bow 
often out of money supplied by accom¬ 
plices out of doors, famishing the prisoner 
with these small sums through fear that 
he might otherwise be tempted to im¬ 
peach his former confederates, or betray 
the secrets of the gang. 

The only other observations with which 
I shall trouble the House, opon this part 
of the subject, relate to the manner in 
which the religious duties are performed 
in these prUons. I know that some gen¬ 
tlemen will think it idle to mention reli¬ 
gion in connection with the prisons of 
London, and particclarly with Newgate. I 
entei|ain a vary different opinion on tbia 
.subject There is no spot upon this earth 
in which the admonitions and consolatioaa 
of religion are so much wanted, or in which 
they we eo likely to be efficecious, as in a 
well regulated prieon* I am aatisfied that 
there are many persons in confinement 
who now endeavour to drive away care by 
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gambling and drinking, who would ra* 
ceive wicb gratitude, particularly on their 
firat entrance into priaon, the notice of a 
te^ectable clergyman, especially if be 
were to mix.with his advice and instruction 
those* good, offices, which, if he were dis* 
posed to devote a portion of bis time to' 
the interests of the prisoners, he would 
have opportunities enough of reiidering to 
them; such a man would find himself aW, 
in many instances, to improve sorrow lot 
present sufiertng into permanent repent* 
ance. 

The Committee ezatnined the chaplains 
of four of the gaols to which their enquiry 
was extended ; in the fifth, the Borough 
Compter, there is no chapel or chaplain, 
and it does not appear that any religions 
duties are performed there. In the other 
prisons divine service is regularly per¬ 
formed. In Newgate, however, the want 
of a clerk is found very inconvenient, and 
the congregation is represented as dis¬ 
orderly ; it is observable that none of the 
keepers of these prisons are in the habit 
of attending chapel; if it is asked how it 
happens that men, who appear to be on 
other points attentive to their duties, 
should fail in the discharge of this not un¬ 
important part of their duty. I believe the 
true answer to be. that no person in autho¬ 
rity has ever enquired or cared whether 
'they were at chapel or not, and that they 
prefer, as matter of choice, to go to church 
with their families, rather than to attend 
divine service with the convicts. The 
chaplains of Ludgate, and of the Poultry 
and Giltspur-street Compters, speak of 
their communications out of chapel with 
the prisoners as having been useful, but 
one of these gentlemen is speaking of the 
ast rather than of the present time, for 
e is now above seventy years of age, 
be resides at a distance of fifteen miles 
fi-om the prison, and he Is afflicted with 
infirmities, which mske it impossible for 
him to remain at night in London,, though 
be comes op to perform tba Sunday duty. 
The ordinary of Newgate appeals to con¬ 
sider his dtities w be limited to'the per¬ 
formance of divine service in, the chapel,! 
and to bii attendance upon the' prisoners; 
under sentence of dealh. He 8taieit|^ ex¬ 
press terms, that he " knows nothtdg of 
the state of morals in the gadf,^* that it'is 
not in his instructions from the City td at- i 
tend the infirmary, and that he ** never 
Itnows that any prisoners have been rick 
until he gets a warning to attend tfaair. 
faneral.'* 


IMilfig the viiit the Comnuftee U> 
Newgate, to wtricb 1 liave already |1Iiided« 
seeing several boya of a tender agie, fifoip 
nine years upwards, u^om ute congideruid 
bumafi^tjF of Mr, Ne#maft ssparat^ 
from-the other'^dfi^Uders," 1 had the 
eurroshy to ask srbetber they were pc- 

S aainted with the fihapiain of the gaol; 
ttey answered that tMy ^bew him well, 
spoke with gratitude of the pains ’he took 
to instruct them, and shew^ articles of 
clothing with which they had bera sop« 
plied by his bounty. 1 happened to ob¬ 
serve to some one who stood near qie, that 
the ordinary had done himself great in¬ 
justice in his evidence, having expressly 
told the Committee that he md' not con¬ 
sider the instruction of the boys iu New¬ 
gate as a part of his duty. When 1 was 
informed by one of the turnkeys that the 
person of whom these boys spoke, and 
concerning whom they iiatut^ly sup- 
' posed me to be enquiring, was nOt tne 
ordinary ; and I found that the individual, 
for whose kindness these boys were t^us 
grateful, was one of tliose officious persons 
whom the ordinary describes with some 
anger in his evidence as intruding them* 
selves impertinently into the gaol, aud 
** cramming the prisoners" (to use Dr. 
Ford^a own phrase) " with prayers and 
preaching." Before 1 quit this subject 1 
should mention, in justice to the city of 
London, that the salary and emoluments 
of their chaplains are upon a much more 
liberal scale than those of the chaplains in 
any gaol with which 1 am acquainted; 
the evil is, that no notice is taken of the 
manner in which the duties are performed. 

There is one of the prisons belonging to 
the City which stands upon a diffierent 
footing from the rest, namely, the Boroojgh 
Compter, in which are confined debtors 
(principally those in execution by pro¬ 
cess from the court of imnscience) anm 
persons detained fur a day or two on cri¬ 
minal charges, before they are fully com¬ 
mitted to some other prison to take their 
trial. This gaol is locally situated in 
Southwlirk. and is under the management 
of the bailiff of tbe Borough. 

The disgraceful state in which this 
prison Was previous ' to the month of 
March last,'when d^ectidns were’given td 
repair It, inay be seen in the Beport bk 
the table.' Id April last the allowaodea to 
tbe priaoiien, )[iarticularly the aBhwance 
nf fimd, which cmisisted before that time 
of n^ing more than a two-penny loaf 
mlbtifed a considerable aduition. 
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by *n order made by the lord mayor, in 
conseqoenee ei^' the examinaiion which bad 
taken place before tbo Coromitiee of this 
House. There is, however, one material 
evil, which has not be«i corrected, and 
whieii, 1 therefore presume, it is not in 
the power of the City to correct without 
tbe assistance of the legislature; the 
gaoler bas no salary, but is remunerated 
ter his trouble by an appoihtment tu an¬ 
other office, the execution of which is not 
consistent with a due performance of bis 
duties as gaoler. 

I -cotpe now to the consideration of the 
remedy which it may be proper to apply 
to the state of (iiese gaols. It would be 
difficult to enter in an act of parliament 
into the detail of regulations to be ob¬ 
served in several distinct prisons, contain¬ 
ing within their walls many diilereot 
descriptions of prisoners, and I am there¬ 
fore disposed to limit my view, upon the 
present occasion, to the establishment of 
an improved system of superinten<lence 
and inspection. The appointment of the 
officers of the gaol, (with tbe concurrence, 
I prasume, of the slicrifl| in tbe case of the 
keepers) and the power of ordering sup¬ 
plies for the use of the prisoners, are in 
the court of aldermen; the repairs of the 
buildings are executed under the direc¬ 
tion of a committee of the common coun¬ 
cil, known by the name ot the committee 
of city lands; the aldermen visit the 
gaols individually as magistrates, and oc¬ 
casionally give verbal directions there. 

1 have been told, that this Bill is un¬ 
necessary, for that an arrangement may 
be made in the court of aldermen fur three 
of their body to visit these gaols for three 
months, who may then retire, to be re¬ 
placed by three others in their turn, so 
that all the aldermen may execute this 
duty of visiting the prisons in rotatiory 
I cannot say that 1 see in this arrange¬ 
ment any promise of material improve¬ 
ment in the state of the gaols. To say 
nothing of other defects^ in this scheme, 
what uniformity of management can be 
expected in these prisops, jf all tfiose who 
superintend them shall be changed every 
three months, and shall then remain dis¬ 
connected from them for the next year or 
two before they return again into office f 

1 am eatisfied that the prisons of .Lon¬ 
don will never be on a proper footing, un¬ 
less tbe City shall be compelled to manage 
tbem by a committee, appointed for that I 
special object-meeting, for tfa&t pur-! 
pose, on the spot, (at least at t^e prtacipal | 
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gaols) from time to time,—with a were- 
tary to keep regular minutes and records 
of its proceedings,—appointing and re¬ 
moving (with the concurrence of the 
sheriffs as far as may be nepessary) the 
officers of the prisons—with full authority 
to order all necessary repairs and sup¬ 
plies of every kind, and, in a word, to 
exercise all the powers and functions now 
vested in any part of tbe corporation on 
this subject. 

The nomination of such a committee 
would at least give the public the satisfac¬ 
tion of having some persons responsible, in 
character, fur the good conduct of tbe 
gaols. If a letter should be addressed to 
such a committee by a respectable indivi¬ 
dual, (like the late Mr. Neiid) who, on 
visiting one of tbe city prisons, should 
find tlie prisoners in a stale of distress and 
misery ceiling for relief, such a letter must 
be noticed by a committee of this descrip¬ 
tion, which was not the case when Mr. 
NciId wrote to the lord mayor in 180-t-. 
giving him a detailed account of the then 
state of the Borough compter. Such a 
committee would be able, in all cases of 
emergency, to act without delay; if for 
instance it should ever happen that a 
vessel, laden with rugs for the use of the 
prisoners, should be frozen up in a canal 
on its passage, such a committee would 
not think it necessary to wait until a thaw 
should come to set fiee the vessel, (dimi¬ 
nishing possibly at tbe same time, in some 
degree, the occasion for the rugs) but 
would probably tiiid means to procure a 
supply of bedding in London before the 
end of the cold weather. If a committee 
of this description had existed some years 
ago, it is more than probable that many 
glaring defects in the construction of the 
new gaol, now building, would have been 
avoided. 

It only remains for me to state of what 
description of persons, in my view of the 
subject, this committee should be cotn- 
[losed; it would of course be appointed 
by the same authority by which tbe other 
committees fur conducting the business of 
the City are nominated. 

1 hope It will not be imputed to me that 
I cast itny censure upon the aldermen of 
the-city of liondon, or intend any dis¬ 
respect tu them, when I say that, in my 
judgment, this committee should consist, 
in part, of other persons besides the mem¬ 
bers of their body, who may be placed kt 
it. I'lx’ aldermen are twenty-six in num<» 
ber, they are in general gentlemen much 
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engaged in the active pursuits and business 
of life, on their own private account, and 
they have, as we ail know, in their public 
character, very important and arduous 
duties to pe|;tortn. The extension of the 
circle'of those from amongst whom this 
committee should he chosen, by making 
the deputies and common couiicilmen of 
the several wards, consisting of two hun¬ 
dred and thirty-six individuals, eligible to 
sit upon it, would very much increase the 
facility of procuring an etiicient com¬ 
mittee. 

Tins is the general outline of the plan 
which has suggested itself to niy mind 
upon the present occasion ; I <lo not, how¬ 
ever, douiit but that any Bill which shall 
be brought in, upon a matter of such ge¬ 
net al interest as that now uiuier conside¬ 
ration, will receive iniproveuient in its 
procress through the House. 

1 trust the House will not refuse to en¬ 
tertain a Bill upon this subject. '1 lie pri¬ 
soners, whose condition f seek to improve, 
are not all criminal ; a large proportion of 
them, the debtors, and some at least of 
those committed for trial, are only unfor¬ 
tunate ; of such as are criminal, all have 
not offended in the same degree; and 
even those who are the least entitled to 
compassion, those who, by ihe magnitude 
of their offences, have forfeited their lives 
to the law, have nevertheless aright to re¬ 
ceive from it in prison, until it shall exact 
the forfeit, suiiicient sustenance and pro¬ 
tection. 

I can. hardly be persuaded, notwith¬ 
standing what 1 have heard on this sub¬ 
ject, that the hon. aldermen of the city 
of London in thi.s House, will oppose the 
bringing in of a Bill for the better ma¬ 
nagement of their prisons, which will not 
go to lake them out of the hands of the 
city; they cannot, surely, be jealous of 
lodging in one of their own committees 
the power of incurring such expences, on 
their behalf, as may be necessary to sup¬ 
port these prisons on a proper footing. It 
cannot be the wish of the representatives 
of the city of London that this great and 
opulent corporation, with large funds at 
its dUposat for public purposes, the 
founder of many noble charities, encou¬ 
raging by liberal donaiions almost every 
useful and benevolent institution which 
has risen up of late years in its neigh oour- 
hood, should in its gaols alone be found 
wanting, and should continue to be far 
behind the rest of England (which I main¬ 
tain it now is) in the treatment of its 
(VOL. XXVIII.) 
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prisoners, and in the general management 
of its prisons.—I'lie non. gentleman con¬ 
cluded with moving, ** That leave be given 
to bring in a Bill for the better manage* 
ment of the prisons belonging to the city 
of London.’* 

Sir IT. Curiis thought the hon. gentle- 
tleman was not borne out in the statement 
he had made. He wondered much at 
some pans of it. How were prisoners to 
be treated ? Were they to be indulged 
with luxuries ? Should-that be the rase, 
the prisons w’ould be more crowded than 
at present by idle fellows coming there 
for the purpose of living well. The hon* 
member had said, the alderman had op.i 
posed enquiry.* He for one had supported 
It. 'I’lie corporation saw there wanted 
amendment, and they were endeavouring 
to ellect it. W'lieii the new prison waa 
finished, tlie others would be greatly re¬ 
lieved, which were now too much crowd- 
I ed. 'J'he hon. gentleman bad objected 
that no clotiiing was allowed to the pri¬ 
soners, He would ask, was it the prac¬ 
tice in any prison to do so? If it were, 
the gaols wniiid never be empty. • He 
was convinced maiij' needy rogues would 
commit olfcnces on purpose that they 
might get inio prison anil be well cloatli- 
ed. Garnish money he thoughtshould be 
done away with altogether. As to dis¬ 
cipline, what discipline could they em¬ 
ploy ' They could not flog them if they 
were disorderly ; all they could do waa 
to suspend their allowances, which was 
always done. If the roagistraies of Lon¬ 
don were not worthy to be entrusted with 
the charge of the prisoners, they were not 
worthy of their situations. 

,t\Ir. F. Douglas could not resist paying 
ihe unfeigned tribute of his admiration to 
his hon. friend for the manner in which 
he bad brouglit this subject forward, and, 
as a member of the committee, coniple‘ely 
confirmed every thing he had statvd. 
He allowed that measures of improvement 
had been adopted since the report of the 
committee; hut this was the best argu- 
menii for the Bill, lest when all remem¬ 
brance of the present discussion was over, 
things might iclapse into their original 
state. 

Mr. Alderman Atkins stated, that at one 
time the gaol of Newgate was so much 
crowded, in consequence of particular cir¬ 
cumstances, that it was impossible the pri¬ 
soners could be- properly accommodated. 
Had the hon. mover waited lili' the new 
person was inished. and enquired into its 
(G) 
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regolations, would hare had no cause 
for dissatisfaction. The bon. alderman 
seemed to wish that the Bill should for the 
present be postponed. 

Mr. Betmet said, that the committee 
appointed to enquire into the state of the 
prisons, had found that there was a great 
want both of food and of fuel in Newgate, 
but that the management of the keeper 
was entitled to commendation. To cer¬ 
tain questions, put by some members of 
the committee, it was answered, that the 
prisoners were not punished when they 
^ot drunk, provided they were quiet; and 
if they were riotous, their friends were 
excluded ; that almost all the prisoners 
except those extremely hardened, were 
averse to be present when the condemned 
sermon was preached, and those who were 
religiously disposed were kept away from 
attendance in the chapel for fear of expo¬ 
sure. The hon. gentleman expressed 
himself clearly in favour of the Bill. 

Sir James SAow contended, that as the 
jail svas calculated to hold only 400 per¬ 
sons, the presence in it of near double that 
numJber must be attended with some dis¬ 
order. He had no difficulty in saying, 
that in his humble opinion, as soon as the 
new jail should be completed, that disor¬ 
der would be removed. He bad himself 
stated to the lion, gentleman who had 
moved for leave to bring in this Bill, the 
extreme anxiety of the court of aldermen 
to do every thing in their power to re¬ 
medy the evils complained of. It was 
their intention to order that all prisoners 
discharged by the magistrates, or dis¬ 
charged in consequence of no Bill having 
been found against them, should be. ex¬ 
empt from the payment of fees ; that re¬ 
gular reports should be made by the she¬ 
riffs to the lord mayor, of the state of the 
prison; that the custom of garnish shoujd 
be abolished ; that the keepers of the pri¬ 
sons should be paid handsomely in mo¬ 
ney, &c. He was persuaded that the 
keepers of all the prisons were very soli¬ 
citous to prevent intoxication from taking 
place in them. Persons attempting to in¬ 
troduce spirits were heavily fined. As 
lor the body out of which the hon. gen¬ 
tleman proposed that the committee of 
management should be appointed, be en¬ 
tertained the highest respect for them, 
but he asked what reason there appeared 
to be for suspecting that those to whom 
that duty was at present entrusted would 
not punctually fulfil it ? If the committee 
would l^t point not what they tiiought 
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ought to be done, he pledged himself that 
the court of aldermen would do every 
thing that was right and proper on the 
subject. 

Mr. Phillips observed, that if the ma¬ 
gistrates, with their present authority, 
were competent to remedy the evils com¬ 
plained of, it was strange they had not 
done so before the presentation of the re¬ 
port of the committee. He denied the 
probability that the new jail would re¬ 
medy those evils. It appeared to him to 
be very inferior to many buildings in the 
country of a similar description..^^jIt was 
not even fire proof, and was sflf confined, 
that it seemed intended to prevent, rather 
than to admit, the free circulatiots of air. 

Mr. Wroitesley declared, that the feeling 
and eloquence of bis hon. friend had 
made an impression on his mind, and evi¬ 
dently also on the mind of the House, that 
would not speedily be effaced. He had 
heard nothing on the other side which had 
not confirmed bis opinion of the absolute 
necessity of some legislative measure. 

Mr Alderman C. Smith would not op¬ 
pose the motion, although lie was per¬ 
suaded that the repot t was overchargi d. 

Mr. Holme Sumner related the history 
of a visit which he had paid to Newgate 
five years ago, at which period great dis¬ 
orders prevailed in that prison. He 
thought there was great ground for par¬ 
liamentary interference ; and, advening 
to the new jail, condemned the mode of 
its construction, and expressed his hope 
that before it was opened, the House 
would appoint a comniittee to examine 
into its fitness, and into the way in which 
the money had been expended in its erec¬ 
tion. 

Mr. P. Moore, although he approved 
of the Bill, highly applauded the liberal 
manner in which the four members for the 
city had met the discussion. A great re¬ 
medy for the evils complained of would 
be found in the diminution of the num¬ 
ber of prisoners, which the restoration of 
peace would naturally occasion, 

Mr. Horner did not think that his bon. 
friend had duly considered the effects of 
peace upon the morals of the country. 
The object of the present Bill was not 
censure, but' reformation. As to gene¬ 
ral pledges that might be held out, ex¬ 
perience had shewn how they had been 
redeemed. There was a resolution of the 
common council in 1810, prohibiting the 
exaction of fees from prisoners who bad 
been acqnittedf which resuiotion had 
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never been ^forced, nor a single step 
taken to enforce it. There was also ano¬ 
ther resolution against lunatics being con¬ 
fined in Newgate, and four lunatics were 
at present confined in it. A larger gaol 
would not cure many of the evils; as, for 
example, the conduct of the ordinary of 
Newgate, in the discharge, or rather in 
the neglect, of his duly, which discovered 
a total want of feeling and principle, 
llis examination before the cominiitee 
was more like the boasting of a bufibon 
than the gravity of his sacred character. 
Such conduct ought to have been known 
to the city magistrates, and to have met 
with merited reprehension. Among the 
answers which he gave to the committee, 
when he was asked about the state of 
morals in the prison, he said he knew no¬ 
thing about it. Ilu was asked whether 
he did not attend the prisoners when they 
were sick, for the purpose of giving reli¬ 
gious consolation ? His answer was, that 
he never knew when they were sick, and 
was not called upon to attend until their 
funeral. Such answers appeared to shew 
a depravity of murals, that was more like 
to injure than to improve the morals of a 
prison. 

Sir ff'. Curtis said that the court of al¬ 
dermen had never seen the report till this 
day. He must confess, that some things 
which were now stated from the report 
deserved the greatest reprehension, and 
W'ould doubtless have met with it, if they 
had been known to exist. 

Mr. //. Thornton gave his thanks to the 
hon. mover who had brought this ques¬ 
tion forward in so able a manner. The 
prison in Southwark, also, required much 
more attention than had hitherto been 
paid to it. It seemed from its situation to 
have escaped the attention both of the 
magistrates of Surrey and of the city ma¬ 
gistrates. Representations had been for¬ 
merly made upon this subject, but the)’ 
were all ineffectual. 

Leave was then given to bring in the 
Bill. 

Treaty op Peace with France.] 
Lord Castlereagh rose and said, that pur¬ 
suant to an intimation which he had given 
last week of postponing the discussion of 
the Treaty of Peace with France to an 
early day in the ensuing one, be should 
now propose, if it met with the approba¬ 
tion of the House, to fix next Thursday 
week for that discussion. He was anxious 
aot to defer it to a ktor period, as he was 
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unwilling to interpose any thing which 
might protract the session to an inconve¬ 
nient length. 

Mr. Whitbread observed that, consider¬ 
ing the very extraordinary slate of dissU 
paiioti, (be Hid not use the word invidi¬ 
ously) in which the metropolis was at pre¬ 
sent, he wished to submit it to the noble 
lord, whether it would not be better to 
postpone, not only the particular discus¬ 
sion in question, but every one of import¬ 
ance, till all the necessary honours bad 
been shewn to the illustrious personages 
now among us. He understood that they 
were likely, after Monday next, to take 
their departure; but then there was to be 
the grand review at Portsmouth, which he 
supposed would draw away many mem¬ 
bers of that House. In short, what with 
dinners one day, suppers another, and 
processions another, it was hardly possi¬ 
ble to calculate upon such an attendance 
of members as might be desirable for the 
discussion of great public questions, and 
be would therefore suggest the propriety 
of postponing them all over next week; 
While he was op, be would put another 
question to the noble lord, to save him the 
the trouble of rising a second time. He 
wished to know whether it was the noble 
lord’s intention to produce a most extra¬ 
ordinary Treaty, which he had seen in a 
paper of that day, concluded with the 
person who, it appeared, was still to be 
called the emperor Napoleon, and to 
which this country had been a party ? 
With regard to the other Treaty, which he 
had before alluded to, as he was actuated 
by no spirit of idle curiosity, but a desire 
to possess the fullest information in mak¬ 
ing up. his mind upon the merits of the 
peace itself, he should certainly move an 
address to the Prince Regent for its pro¬ 
duction. He feared that in doing so, it 
would prove but a mere matter of form, 
though feeling it to be his duty, it cer¬ 
tainly was his intention to persevere. 

Lord Castlereagh expressed his willing¬ 
ness to postpone the. discussion, and fixed 
Monday week as the day for going into it. 
With respect to the particular treaty 
alluded to by the hon. member, be cer¬ 
tainly had no obje.ction to producing so 
much of it, both as to what had been re¬ 
jected, and wbat. acceded to, as we had 
any concern with, it being no treaty of 
ours. 

Akky Prize Money Bill.] Mr. Long 
ton to move for leave to bring in a BiJl« 
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lor the better regulation of army prize 
money, am) to provide for the paymoifl of 
unctaiaie'd and forfeited shares lo Clielsea 
Hospital. He preceded his motion, by 
urging the necessity at tiie present, more 
than at a'tiy ftirmer period, of carefully 
aeoariiig to the soldier (he emoluments 
which he had so well earned and so glo¬ 
riously won. He enumerated the diffi¬ 
culties which often impeded the real owner 
in the prosecution of his claims, owing to 
the many unaccieiliied agency channels 
througii which the applications w'ere made. 
Many regulations, how’ever, had been 
made to correct those iiiterpobitious, in 
proof of which he had to stale, that since 
1309, the payala^ter general had received 
from various prize agents 305,(>00/. out of 
whicii 23,024/. had been applied lo several 
claimants, and 101,000/. refunded in a 
similar manner—a balance remained of 
163.000/. which was vested in the 3 per 
cent, consols, in Exchequer Bills, and in 
the Bank of Kngiand. One of the new 
regulations wiiich he meant to submit w'as, 
that of making .substituted agents answera¬ 
ble to the proper anlhoriiics, as well as 
their principals. Another was, to require 
at .stated times, from the registrar of the 
Admiralty and Vice-A<lmiralty-court, a 
repoit of the sums in their respective hands, 
and of Chelsea-Hospital the saou\ Also, 
that all the several acts hitherto pa.ssed for 
tho.se regul.rtions should be consolidated 
into one, with a view to their more perfect 
clucidalion, and for ihe purpose of ai once 
giving to the subject the consideration to 
which it was cutiiled. 

Mr. Horner suggested a danse for the 
secuiity of those sums which, though not 
hitheru) claimed, perhaps ow'ing lo some 
imprai ticabiliiy, w'ould yet now be called 
for on the return of a number of persons at 
the tcrminaiiun of the war. ^ 

Mr, Loa^ had no objection ; his only 
object being the better security to the 
public, of whatever amount remained at a 
cenaiii time unreclaimed. 

Sir J. Newport bCgged to submit the 
l)eces.sity (if establishing an office in Ire¬ 
land for the acjustinent oftb is branch of the 
public service; an intermediate and au¬ 
thentic regulation of this kind was actually 
necessary. To his own knowledge con¬ 
siderable raal-practires prevailed, owing to 
the ignorant confidence of poor persons, 
will) had placed their papers in the hands 
of dfc-ugning men, who not only recovered 
sums of money, which they afterwards 
withheld, but also detained the papers to 
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the great injury of persons so confiding in 
them. 

Mr. Rose concurred in the right bon. 
baronet\s observations. 

Mr. Babin^lon enquired whether any 
relief was intended for those persnn.s who 
were unacquainted with the particular 
description of the captures in which they 
had served. 

Mr. Long could not see how it was pos¬ 
sible to eflectsuch an object, if tile parties 
were unprepared with the necessary infor¬ 
mation. 

Mr. Bubington observed, that in the sea 
service he understood a regulation of that 
description existed ; therefore why not 
extend it to the land ? 

Sir C. Pole earnestly hoped that the 
treasurer of the navy would not allow the 
present session to pass w'ithout (he intro¬ 
duction of a Bill to regulate We.st India 
prizes. A Bill was already in preparation 
for that purpose, which was not rendered 
Jes.s iiKcessaiy by the peace. 

Mr. Rase informed the hon. member, he 
hoped on Monday to be enabled to meet 
his wishes on this point, particularly with 
reft^rence to some regulations fur Barbadoes 
and Antigua. 

Leave was given to bring in the Bill. 

Madhouses’ Bill.] Mr. Rose begged 
to postpone, until Monday next, the con¬ 
sideration of the report on this Bill. 

Mr. liennet suggested the necessity, in 
the absence of many members, of deferring 
the considertuion until the next session. 

Mr. Rose said, (he Bill had been intro¬ 
duced last year, and had been amply con¬ 
sidered in a committee up stairs, who were 
tinaniinous for its adoption. It had also 
been printed and transmitted widely 
throughout the country. If the hon. 
member really knew the horrible and bar¬ 
barous cruelties whicb were iiiflicled in 
those asylums, he would unite with him 
for the most speedy application of a 
remedy ; he was, therefore, against post¬ 
poning the Bill beyond Monday. 

Mr. WUberforce lamented his inability 
to have attended the committee, in which 
his right hon. friend (Mr. Rose) bad so 
much distinguished himself by the intro¬ 
duction of this measure to the considera¬ 
tion of parliament. 

Mr. Thompson was strongly in favour of 
an immediate discussion, and complimented 
the right hon. gentleman upon his diligent 
pursuit of so humane an object. The Bill 
was actually necessary. He had closely 
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inspected several of the lunatic asylums, 
and had ocular demonstration uf the abusive 
practices which, in many of them, pre¬ 
vailed. It was high timO that those neg¬ 
lected places/ihould be visited by proper 
inspeclot;?. In York, particularly, great 
abuse was apparent. The hun. tneinber 
concluded by hoping, that no exemption 
from visitation, such as that claimed for 
Eetbletn-hospital, should under any cir¬ 
cumstances be allowed. 

Mr. liamet, when he wished for delay, 
beggi d to express Ills assent to the prin¬ 
ciple. of the Ibll, and also to admit his sense 
of its necessity. 

Mr. Whitbread gave the fullest credit to 
the right bon. framer of the Ibll, whose 
exertions and "candour in utiiting with 
others iti the pursuit of this object did him 
great honour, lie was however tree to 
say that the Bill was not fit to pass in its 
present shape; at the same time a sweep¬ 
ing condemnation of it was wlndly unne¬ 
cessary. Ttie hon. member proceeded to 
state, that he had visited a va.st number of 
thu^e asylums; he was glad when allusion 
had been made to an exemption claimed 
by one of the principal ones in tlie metro¬ 
polis, (Beihlcm) the name was nientioiied, 
because it prevented the pos.sibility of any 
imputation atlaching to another great esta- 
bli>ihnient (St. Luke’s) of which he w'as a 
governor, and which lie could assure the, 
llou.se was managed throughout all its j 
departments in the best possible manner. 
It was but candid to add, that in many ot 
ihe private bouses for the reception of this 
unfortunate class of society, great humanity 
prevailed. It became therefore neces,^arv 
to shield from inculpation those who did 
their duty in an exemplary manner, in 
coniradisiinctinn to those who had acted 
with unnecessary harshness. Many evils 
were already removed under the prospect 
of this Bill; and although in some eases 
an olficious interference with the expe¬ 
rience of an establishment might follow 
the adoption of the unrestricted right of 
visitation, its operation would yet be salu¬ 
tary; and be would recommend to the 
governors of St. Luke\ the best re-gulated 
establishment in the empire, to give no 
objection upon that point, lest the prece¬ 
dent should be drawn into an injurious 
operation. 

Mr. Shaw Lefetrevm for postponing the 
Bill until next session: it already had 
dune much good, and would still effect 
more; they could therefore safely await 
xiore ample information. 
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Mr. W. Smith concurred in the praise 
whit!)i the right hon. mover of the Bill 
had so fairly earned. He agreed with bia 
hon. friend upon the proper statement of 
the management of Si. Luke’s; there was 
yet some room for improvement, though 
no abuse certainly existed; the want of 
classiBcation, the mode of conBnement, 
&c. were open to amelioration. The 
Petition from Beihlem, to say the least of 
it, was injudiciuu.'i. (jreat abuse and mis* 
management certainly occurred in that 
and many other establishments, which 
ought noi to remain unrcdres.sed. He 
alluded, in strong terms of reprobation, to 
the case of a man in Bedlam, who had 
iiitempicd the life of his keejicrs twice, 
and who had been in cutisequeiice con* 
lined to his bed in irons, for 13 years, 
tlioiigli he had long and frequent lucid 
iiiiervais. In answer to a question from 
Mr. Alderman Smiili, Mr. W. Smith said, 
that the man was contined with an iron 
ring round his neck, with another round 
his body, fastening him to his bed, and 
with the same round his WTists and legs. 

Sir W. Curtis spoke in favour of the 
measure, and thought that none of those 
places of cuiiflncment should be exempt¬ 
ed from in.spection. 

Mr. il. iS«/«ner confirmed tjie statement 
of Mr. W.‘Smith respecting the case of 
Norris, and observed that though he had 
been tlius confine.I for 13 years, yet, in 
consequence of the visit ot himself and 
some other members of the Hou.se ol Com* 
mons to Bedlam, the greater part of his 
irons w'ere struck off, retaining nothing 
but a Collar round the neek. He would 
ask, therefore, if that iro:i frame in which 
be was contined, was found to be unneces¬ 
sary, immediately some enquiries were 
made aboiii it, why it bad been retained 
■SO long ? Me. bad also paid a visit to St. 
Luke’s, the system of which he ron.sidercd 
as greatly superior to that of Bedlam, and 
seemed to him to approach perfection as 
nearly, perhaps, as any system of that 
kind could. 

The report was then ordered to be taken 
into further consideration on Monday next. 
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Wednesday, June 15. 

Oaol Fees' Abolitjun Mr. 

bennet moved for leave to bring in a Bill 
for the abolition of gaol and other fees, 
connected with the gaols in the United 
Kingdom. He adverted to the Acts passed 

V 
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on this subject in the 23d of Charles 2, 
and the S2d of George 2. In a large 
number r»f gaols, and even of county 
gaols, no table of fees was kept. In others 
the greate'<t irregularity prevailed. In 
some these fees were very exorbitant, and 
it often happened that the prisoners were 
compelled to sell their clothes and bedding 
in order to pay their fees. * The bon. 
member tlieii described the state of our 
gaols in geiit'ral.asrequiring regulation and 
improvement. He mentioned two in parti¬ 
cular, those of Rockingham, and Halifax, 
in Yorkshire; the former was totally out 
of repair, ami spirituous liquors were pub¬ 
licly hung up for sale in tlie face of two 
Acts of parliament; in both, the prisoners 
were without Qre, ami almost without food 
and clothing. 

Sir James Shaw tliought it would be 
proper to fix the quaiiluin of clothing, 
food, &c. to be provided in these cases. 
He was appreliensive, that from the im¬ 
provements about to be introduced by par¬ 
liament into the city of London prisons, 
they might be over-crowded and mcon- 
vcntenced, if similar improvements were 
not adopted with respect to the gaols in 
the vicinity of the metropolis. 

Sir John Newport ridiculed the idea 
which seemed to be entertained by some 
gentlemen, of persons seeking an asylum 
in these places fur the comforts to be 
found ill them. 

Mr. Thompson lamented the state in 
which many of our prisons were at pre¬ 
sent known to be kept. 

Leave was given to bring in this Bill. 

Fees of Office.] Sir John Newport 
expressed his dissatisfaction that no return 
of the Fees of Office had been made by 
any but the deputy registrar of the Court 
of Chancery ; and declared his determi- < 
nation to move, that n general order should 
be made for all the persons whose duty it 
w'as to make out the rulurns for the dif¬ 
ferent courts, to appear at the bar of the 
House to-morrow. 

Lord Castlereagh excused the delay 
which had taken place, on account of the 
difficulty in ascertaining the amount of 
feet for so long a period as the last twenty 
years, many of the persons having died in 
the interval. He hoped, however, the 
right hon. gentleman would not persist in 
bis niotion'to bring the clerks of coort'to 
the bar of the House, as he believed they 
were bard at work in executing the busi* 
ness be had provided for thetn. 


Irish Judged Sakirks BiU. [9S 

Sir John Newport stated the object of hia 
motion to ■ have been, not to ascertain the 
amount of fees received, but the amount 
of the augmentation. He should not, 
however, persist in the motion of which 
he had just given notice. , 

Slave Trade.] Mr. Wilberforce ex¬ 
pressed his intention of bringing forward a 
motion m the article in the late Treaty 
with France, relative to the Slave Trade, 
on Monday next. 

Lord Castlereagh observed, that as Mon-' 
day was one of the days which had been 
appropriated to amusement in another 
place, he was afraid it would not be pos¬ 
sible to go into the details of the subject, 
or to come to a satisfactory conciusiuii on 
that day, without interfering with arrange¬ 
ments out of the House. I'hursday or 
Friday in the next week, as far as he was 
aware, were not liable to any such ob¬ 
jection. 

Mr. Wilberforce objected to fixing his 
motion for the latter end of the week, on 
account of the probable thin attendance 
of members. Ferliaps his noble friend 
would consent to postpone the general 
consideration of the Treaty to Tue.«i(lay 
or Wednesday se’nnight. and to have the 
particular clause relating to the African 
Slave Trade brought forward on Monday 
se'nnight. 

l.ord Castlereagh said, it was painful to 
him to put ofl' the general question of the 
Treaty any longer than Monday se’nnight. 

Mr. Wilberforce then fixed his motion 
for the same day, stating, that be should 
frame it in such a manner as not to render 
any opposition likely. 
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Thursday, June i 0. 

InisH Judges’ Salaries Bill.] On 
the motion for ibe second reading of the 
Irish Judges Salary Bill, lord Redesdale 
moved, that it be rejected, because it con¬ 
tained an inaccuracy which it was neces¬ 
sary to rectify. 

Earl Statd^e approved of the motion. 
Let, said he, the salaries of the Irish judges 
and of the English judges also, be ad¬ 
vanced, provided nd fees be allowed. Nay, 
let those salaries be even more than those 
fees could by any means produce, in 
order to guard against an opinion which 
bad gone forth, that the existence of those 
fees had served to prevent or impede the 
improvement of the law. Sach an opinion 
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ought not to prevtil, and the best way to 
remove it was, in bis judgment, to set 
aside all fees, and to grant an ample al¬ 
lowance to those who held an office which, 
when its duties were adequately discharged, 
entitled them to most liberal compensation. 

The Bill was rejected. 

Gloucester Gaol.] Earl &anhope 
said, that he felt great pain, and he said 
so without affectation, at being obliged to 
present any petition complaining of gross 
oppression. The only alleviation of that 
regret arose from the hope that much good 
might be done by investigation. He bad 
now a petition to present complaining of 
oppression in the gaoler of Gloucester 
from a prisoner for debt of the name of 
Perryii. The petition alledged that the 
gaoler had denied access to his legal ad. 
viser. He had informed the gaoler that 
he wished to consult a solicitor about the 
wording of a petition which he intended 
to have presented to their lordships’ House. 
The gaoler refused to allow the solicitor 
access to the prisoner. This was so strange 
an allegation that he had doubts at first 
whether it was correct. He enquired from 
the person who brought the pr-iition, who 
was the legal adviser; but the per.son 
was very unwilling to st-ate this, c>n ac- | 
count of what vva.s called the system of 
terror in the gaol. But he had contrived 
to get ihe proper inlormalion : he found 
that it was a respectable attorney at 
Gloucester, and wrole to him, desiring him 
to call again at the prison, and request to 
be admitted to see the debtor. The at¬ 
torney wrote in reply, that he had called, 
and had, as had often happened before, 
been refused admission. By what autho¬ 
rity did the gaoler refuse ? It was impos¬ 
sible to say, even as 'he law now stood, 
that such conduct was legal. The petition 
stated another fact, that the whole of the 
most private correspondence of the pri¬ 
soners, debtors as well as others, was exa¬ 
mined by the gaoler, who took upon him 
to open all their letters. This was another 
circumstance so strange, that one could 
not but have some doubts about the cor¬ 
rectness of this allegation. But he bad it 
under the band of one of the magistrates, 
writing about another petition, that such 
Was the common custom of the gaol, al¬ 
though it bad been dispensed with in one 
instance, when a prisoner wrote to him as 
a member of their lordships’ House, and 
dared the gaoler to open it. This was 
clearly illegal. Though one who pre¬ 


sented e petition was not answerable for 
the allegations, yet he should be sorry to 
present one of which the allegations were 
unfounded, as the petition, when received, 
was entered on the Journals for ever, and 
the individual might be injured. But two 
of the allegations here were made out to 
his satisfaction. The petition was then 
presented and read. It was signed by 
John Perryn, and stated, that the petitioner 
became bail for a person who W'as indicted 
for an assault; who, having gone abroad, 
was detained as a prisoner of war, and 
the petitioner forfeited his recognizance, 
and being sued for the amount, he was 
committed to prison for the debt. He was 
confined in a solitary cell, without pen, 
ink, or paper, during the day ; and in the 
night w'as thrust among those who were 
imprisoned for felonies and rriminui of¬ 
fences; that he and the rest of the pri« 
soners were refused knives and folks; and 
thus man, the image, of his Maker, was 
forced to eat his meat like the brutes of 
the field. They were not allowed to speak 
to tlieir friends, but in the presence of a 
turnkey, and then only for a short period, 
through a square hole. 'J'liat their wives 
and eliiiiirert were treated in the same 
m inner, and were dettrreti from go ng to 
see them, as tiiey were used so roughly 
by the turnkeys and officers of the prison. 
Their letters W'ere opened, and they had 
not the liberty of stating their giievances; 
they had nothing allowed to drink but 
water, and even a Hi<man Catholic cler¬ 
gyman bad been refused admission to 
persons of that persuasion. The peti¬ 
tioner concluded by praying their lord- 
ships to take the giievat.ces of himself 
and his feilow-prisouers into their serious 
considerai'.pii. 

The Lord Chancellor saitl, tliat it might 
be fitting, considering the impres.sioii 
which such a statement was calculated to 
make, to say liiat he understood the ma¬ 
gistrates of Gloucester deserved great cre¬ 
dit for the condition of their gaol, and tliat 
the gaoler was one of the best officers in 
his .situation in Great Britain. There 
might be a regulation of the magistrates 
about letters which might possibly be 
wrong, but the blame could not at any 
rate attach to the gaoler. 

£ai I Stanhope quoted a letter which he 
bad received from one of the most re¬ 
spectable magistrates at Gloucester, con¬ 
veying an opposite impression to that 
stated by tbs learned lord. This magis¬ 
trate, indeed, in vain advised the gaoler to 
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let the petUioner'a letter to htm be sent with great lenity from the House, it had 
without .exaipjfnation or interruption. It been so often altered as to be scarcely 
was also to be observed, that there was no known for the same Bill, and in its present 
rule or authority from the magistrates re> state it had nut been ,twelre hours in the 
lative .to the opening or interception of possession of the House, 
letters to or from prisoners. In fact, no Sir 5. Komilly thought the term 'lenity 
such rule could be legal. Therefore the had been exceeding ill spplietl tjt» the 
gaiolerdid that which was contrary to law, treatment of the bon, baronet’s Bill. He 
and which the magistrates never sane* was well entitled to the gratitude of the 


tioned. 


House. Though all the clauses in it 


The Petition was ordered to lie on the | might not be equally beneficial, yet the 


table. 


HOUSE OF C03IM0NS. 
Thursday, June Jti. 


good so far preponderated over that which 
was doubtful, as to induce him to rote for 
it in its present state. There were two 
clauses in the Bill of which be entirely 
approved, that which prevented the rc- 


PooB Settlement Bill.] Sir Egerton j niuval of paupers as r.oon as they became 
litydges moved the order of the day for j chargeable to the parish, and also the 
taking the report of the Poor Settlement i provision for aflordiiig medical assistance. 


Bill into further consideration 


The clause which raised the r-ste of scltle- 


Mr. XtCig/i Keck wished the hon. baronet I ment iVoui iO to '20/. appeared to hint the 
to postpone the farther consideration of the | most objectionable, as well as contrary to 
Bill till next session. It went to alter the ' the general spirit of the Bill, every thing 
whole law of settlement, and yet it was only I in which tended to facilitate the settlement 
this morning that <twas putinto the hands of I of the poor. 

tnembers. A moie imperfect Bill he had Mr. Stuart Worthy objected to the 
noyer seen. It went materially to aflect double clause relating to settlement, which 
the‘agricultuial labourer, and was fraugbt j be ibougbt would lead to much iltigr'tion. 
with inhumanity to the poorer classes in ' lie agreed in vvbat had fallen linm the last 
general. There were two ui three good .sqieaker respecting the increased rate of 
clauses in the Bill, but these, tiiough settlement. 

without the direct sanction of the iegista- l.ord Milton agreed with the hon. and 


tore, were already carried into eflect by learned gentleman (sir S. iioniilly) in bis 
the county magistrates. He wished the objections to the clause altering the rate of 
Bill to be circulated for their inspection settlement. He approved of the Bill, 
and approbation. Time was 'absolutely which he thought wpuld materially dimt- 
neccisary for a further consideration of nish the poors’ rates of the country, 
its provisions. He should, therelore move Mr. Whitbread rose for the purpose of 
that It be taken into fatther consideration expre.ssing bis general approbation of the 


this day three uionths^ 


He was surprised at the terms ia 


Mr.'/'/lowpAwi approved of goingintothe 1 which it bad been spoken of by an hon. 
discussion of the Bill. He thought if the I member. He suggested the propriety of 
last speaker had had more time to examine | bringing forward the difllerenl provisions 
its contents, he would have entertained a j of the Bill, point by point, as there were 
better opinion of it. | several, he was confident, which vrould 

Mr. Atkins Wright objected to several i meet the unanimous concurrence of the 


of the provisions of the Bill. 

Mr. Davenport was for the postpone¬ 
ment. 

Mr. John Smith did not think it necessary 
to let the Bill ^tand over till next session, 
hut he thought some farther time for con¬ 
sideration would be advantageous. 

Mr. Shaxa Le Fevre was for postponing 
the consideration of the Bill altogether 
till next session, lii two or three weeks 
most of the country gentlemen, who ge¬ 
nerally took the onus of such questions 
upon them, would be out of town. He 
thought the bon. baronet’s JEtiU had met 


House. One in particular was that re¬ 
lating to medical aid. If, however, the 
hon. baronet pressed the general question 
(O a division, he should certainly divide 
^ith him. 

Mr. JV. Smith did not see why those parts 
of the Bill which seemed to be universally 
approved of, should not now pass into a 
law. 

Sir Egerton Brydgts confessed that be 
should have felt overwhelmed by the 
many objections which were at first made 
tO'his Bill, if ho had not been cheated by 
the encouragement and approbation n 
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other geertieroen, who had spoken later in 
the debate, and for whose opinions be 
felt the highest deference. He wild by 
their concqrrence convinced that his Bill 
was not quite so stupid or absurd as it bad 
been represetited, and that he was not 
guilty ot'the precipitation, or of something 
worse than precipitation, of which he bad 
been accused, in bringing it forward. He 
was, indeed, induced to hope, that he 
might be indulged in going into^ the Com* 
mittee on the Bill. If there were objec¬ 
tionable parts in it, they might there be 
thrown out. There were two features in 
it, which he thought highly important— 
1. The clause which ordered temporary 
relief without removal; and 2. That which 
made 'he real parish of the pauper respon¬ 
sible for the reimbursement of the ex- 
pences incurred by that, in which be im¬ 
mediately resided. These two clauses 
alone would prevent a great deal of suf¬ 
fering to the poor, and a great deal of ex¬ 
pence to the parishes in litigation and re¬ 
movals. and he could not consent to defer 
the benefits which he promised himself 
in these respects tor nine or ten months 
longer. The fieqiient aiteralious in the 
Bill, of which an hoii. member had com¬ 
plained ralhei harshly, did not go to ailect 
any one of its objects or principles, but 
were merely technical. After the struggle 
be had raadt;, after the time and pains 
which he bad bestowed upon the subject, 
which had occupied bis mind night and 
day. he trusted he should not be thought 
guilty of stupid pertinacity in adhering to 
his original motion, or even if he failed in 
that to-night, he should never lose sight of 
hU object as long as he had the honour of 
a seat in that House. 

After a few tyords from Mr. Shaw Le 
Vevre, in the way of explanation, disclaim¬ 
ing any intentional severity in what he had 
said, sir K. Brydges consented to withdraw 
all those clauses from the Bill to which 
miy objection had been made. 

Mr. Leigh upon the understanding 
that the objectionable clauses were to be 
omitted, withdrew his amendment. Tbe 
original question was then put and carried 
in the affirmative, upon which. 

Sir J. Newpert moved thatthe Bill should 
be re-comniitted. 

Lord Milton thought that before they 
went into the committee, the House should 
be informed what clauses it was intended 
to retain and what to dispense with. It 
would be better, be apprehended^ to leave 
ottt every clause to which any objection 
( VOL, XXVIli.) 



had been made. 'Rie last clause, being 
entirely foreign to the BiH, would of course 
be Oaaiiited. 

Sir £. Brydges said that be certainly 
meant to withdraw all the clauses which 
had been deemed exceptionable, but re¬ 
serving to himself tbe right to press tbe 
omitted clauses, at any future period, upon 
the attention of parliament. 

Tbe House then resolved itself into' a 
Committee, when the several objectionable 
clauses were withdrawn, aitd various 
amendments suggested with respect to the 
remaining one.s, some of which wdre 
adopted. The Report was forthwith re¬ 
ceived, the further consideration of it 
fixed for Friday se'nnight, and tbe Bill 
ordered to be piinied. 

Princess of WAtEs.j Mr. Arbuthmt, 
seeing in his place an huu. geiitleoian who 
' had given notice of a motion for to¬ 
morrow relative to her royal highness the 
Princess of Wales, begged leave, in the 
name of a noble friend of bis, to say that 
his noble friend, understanding that it was 
not intended, under the present circum¬ 
stances, to press any business of import¬ 
ance, had communicated that intention to 
many hon. members of the House, and 
be, therefore, begged leave to request the 
bon. gentten].tii to postpone his motion. 

Mr. Methuen declared that he should be 
most happy if the requested delay were 
of an auspicious nature. He was sure, in¬ 
deed, that atty delay must be favourable 
to the object which lie hud in view, be¬ 
cause the more the subject was considered, 
the more evident would the necessity ap¬ 
pear for doing something to ameliorate 
the .situation of her royal highness, by af¬ 
fording her an allowance more adequate to 
her rank, ^iid placing her in other respects 
in a condition different from that in which 
she now found herself. He had no objec¬ 
tion whatever to postpone his motion to 
Monday. 

Mr. Whitbread remintied the hon. gen¬ 
tleman that Monday was a day fixed lor a 
motion by an hon. gentleman oh the aboli¬ 
tion of the slave trade. Although he 
need not say that he partook of tbe hon. 
gentlouian’s sentiments as to the hope that 
any delay might prove auspicious, yot he 
must observe, that it W'as a subject w hich 
would not admit of much delay, it w ould 
be highly improper to delay the motion 
until after the next drawing-room. He 
did not see why the hon. member might 
not take possession of Monday, thtit if the 
(H ) 
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bon. inenibf^ Bramber ahoold not 
tiring torwai4 his inoUon b« might pro* 
ceed w|ib that of which he had given 
notice. 

Mr. Arbtahtfot luggested Taesday: 

. Mr. Tierngr protested against; postpon¬ 
ing the motion from to-morrow. It did 
not appear to him to be at all necessary 
to the accommodation of the royal and 
iltestriooB personages novf in the country, 
that the chief ministers of the crown should 
be running shout with them whitherso¬ 
ever they went. Holidays had been given 
on the occasion .to most of the public 
ichools, and. how it seemed a holiday was 
to be, given to parliament. What ueces- 
aity was there, because the merchants of 
London thought proper* rory handsomely 
end munificently, to give a dinner to the 
foyal strangers, that the noble lord should 
withhold his attendance from that House ? 
The subject about to be brought forward 
by the hon. gentleman was one of the most 
important that for many years had been 
agitated in parliament, and he contended 
that it ought not to be treated in such a 
way as must render all doe discussion of 
it iibpossihle. On Tuesday the review at 
Portsmouth would lake place^ and after 
that, other occupations of a similar kind; 
so that if the hon. gentleman’s motion was 
not brought on by Monday next, it must 
be put oiF until the week after next, and 
he should be glad to know what attend¬ 
ance was then to be expected in parlia¬ 
ment. 

Mr. Arbulbnot denied having stated as a 
motive for postponing the motion, any en> 
Mgement of his noble friend. What be 
bad said was, that imagining no business 
of importance was to be discussed under 
the present circumstances, his noble friend 
had signified that understanding to many 
honourable persons. 

Mr. sCalcrqft thought it would be expe-* 
dient to defer the discussion of the sub¬ 
ject until the week after next. He dif¬ 
fered altogether from his right hon. friend, 
in supposing that the attendance would 
then be thin. On the contrary, as there 
were so many great questions to be consi¬ 
dered, he was persuaded that the 'attend¬ 
ance would be full. 

Mr. Whitbread observed, that the mpUon 
to bf made by tbe boh. gentleman, al¬ 
though extremely important in its nature, 
was not likely to extend to such a length 
of discussion as that respecting the aboK- 
tmn of tbe slave trade; why not, there* 
fore,, fix it for Monday, in order that 
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should the hon. member for Bramber not 
persevere in bis motion, the hon. gentle¬ 
man, might bring bis forward f 

Mr. Cakrq/itdeprecated the UDcertainty 
which would be produced by leuiiig both 
the motions stai^ for the same He 
was iiappy to see the bon. member who 
bad given notice pf the motion rejecting 
tbe abolition of the slave trade in bis place, 
and he would take the liberty to intreat 
him to postpone his notice. 

Mr. WiUterfor^ said, it certainly had 
been his intention to bring forward his 
motion on Monday. He was extremely 
desirous to do so, and be knew it would be 
exceedingly inconvenient to many hon. 
members if he did not. When he had 
iven the notice be bad observed, that he 
id not think the motion was likely to 
lead to much length of discussion, but that 
if it did, he should have ou objection to 
adjourn it. Under these circumstances 
be undoubtedly w'islied to bring it for¬ 
ward ; but he would be the last man in tbe 
world to stand in the way of any other 
arrangement which the House migtitdeem 
expedient. 

. Mr. Methuen expressed his anxiety to 
meet the general wishes of the House. If 
by any temporary delay it were to be 
supposed that bis motion would go ofi' 
entirely, nothing on earth would tempt 
him to postpone it for a single day; and 
he would not now consent to defer it until 
it was distinctly understood that it should 
be duly discussed, unless such arrange¬ 
ments should happily take place as might 
render that discussion unnecessary. 

Mr. Tierney thought that the noble lord 
who was in the House yesterday, when tba 
conversation took place between the se« 
cretai-y at war and himself respecting the 
postponement of the army estimates, might 
have taken the opportunity of saying that 
which he bad now sent down tbe right 
hon. gentleman to say for him. If the 
hon. gentleman’s motion was not brought 
on to-morrow, 4 could not be brought on 
for a considerable time. On Monday 
se'nnigbt tbe treaty of peace, was to be 
discussed. On Tuesday, after tbe long 
debate of the preceding njght, not muen 
attention could be expected to another 
question. For Wednesday U was well 
known that questions of great .public im¬ 
portance were always fixed. He implored 
tbe bon. gentleman to press his motion to* 
morrow. It was the day for which he 
had originally given his notice; it was tbe 
day on all gveounta the most proper, if 
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the nobte lord, whose request had been 
made by the right hon. geotieman, had, in 
the moBt distant manner, hinted that it was 
the intention of his Majesty's ministers to 
take the pleasure of his royal highness 
the Friioce kegent on the important and 
interesting subject which the bon. gentle¬ 
man meant to bring before the House, he 
should be one of the first to recommend 
him to abstain from his motion; but as 
nothing of the kind had taken place, be 
begged of him not to be a party to any 
procrastination. 

The Speaker said, that the bon. gentle¬ 
man was master of his own notice. He 
must choose for himself, and make that 
choice known to the House. 

Mr. Methuen then fixed Tuesday for 
his motion. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Friday, June \1. 

Irish Loan.^ The House having gone 
into a committee of ways and means, 

Mr. Fitzgerald rose to state the terms 
of the loan of 3,000,000/. made in Ire¬ 
land. He observed that he did not then 
intend to occupy the committee with a 
general view of the finances of Ireland ; 
that his right hon. friend the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer for England having post¬ 
poned to a future day his general state¬ 
ment, he would, in order to adopt himself 
to the usual course, follow him in a similar 
line with respect to Ireland; but that it 
was necessary that he should state the 
loan this day, and hoped its terms were 
such as would receive their fullest appro¬ 
bation. He then proceeded to slate that 
the loan for 3,000,000/. in Ireland, had 
been contracted ifor on the following 
terms— 

iDUKit, sinkini fund. Tot. clur«e. 
904 9x. 3 pet ct. J5’3 3 0 £Q 18 0 M 10 
904 15*. 4 per ct 1 4 VJ 0 6 Ij 1 lO 9 

1 4 1J 5 119 
The charge for interest for money re¬ 
ceived, being to the public. 4/. 7s. Id. one- 
fifth per cent, and the total charge for in¬ 
terest and sinking fund only 5/. I is. Qd , 
This he would take upon him to say had 
been the best bargain made for the public 
for many years, and with the sincerest 
feelings, be hoped it would prove fairly 
advantigeous to those who had contracted 
for it ; he could not avoid drawing the at- 
tentkHi of tbo committee to Uie peculiar 
circumstance, of this being the largest 
loan ever ma^ ia Iralamt ; that the legal 
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interest la that part of the empire was 0/, 
per cent; that tijie loan made in England 
this year was smaller than usual, and much 
less than had been previously expected; 
that the legal infereat here was but & per 
cent.; and that, though the loan to this 
country was made on terms adinitt^ by 
all as eminently advantageous, yet bad 
the loan in Ireland been negociated at 
44. Id. less interest per cent, and Ts.’lier 
cent. less total charge to the pohlic. He 
hoped, therefore, to meet the full concur¬ 
rence of the committee to the resoiotions 
which he had to propose thereon, and fdlt 
it unnecessary to detain them by any 
more lengthened statements, reserving 
himself for any observations which might 
be made, or any further information which 
might be demanded on the subject. 

The Resolution was then pot and agreed 
to, that a sum not exceeding 3,000,0001. 
be raised by annuities in Ireland, for the 
service of that country. The Report was 
ordered to be brought up on Monday. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Monday, June 20. ’ 

Visit op the King op Prussia, Mab- 
SHAS BlUCHER, &C. to THE HoUtg OP 
Peers.] From two o’clock till four, many 
ladies were introduced into the body of 
the House, and sat upon the peers' 
benches. There were not many peen 
present, but most of them had on their 
rubes, and waited the visit of the king of 
Prussia, the princes of Prussia, and their 
distinguished attendants. About five 
o’clock, his Majesty the king of Prussia, 
attended by his two sons and marshal 
Biucher, entered the House by the Prince 
Regent’s door, and took his seat on the 
right of the Prince of Wales’s chair. 
Marshal Biucher stood beside his majesty, 

I and frequently conversed with him. The 
two royal princes sat near the bench of 
bishops, on the right of the throne. 

The archbishop of Canterbury, the Lord 
Chancellor, and the marquis of Camden, 

^ then took their seats in their robes, as the 
royal commissioners, on the bench in front 
of the throne. The Commons being sent 
for, they shortly appeared at the bar, to a 
very great nomber, wHh the Speaker lU 
tbeir head. Th'c royal assent was then 
declared, in the usoiii form, to the Irish 
ExchequerEtils' Bill; and to a few other 
Rills of m private or local natute. In a 
fewtninutes afier the king of f^tuiia, ahd 
ittilie of the royal suite retoeth 
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, K»1 ^ lAffotpooi, ^vertiog to the 

or4ler,i^w.bicb^ft^»o4f^r Thursday, for the 
coiisMla|id,i»n of the Treaty of Peace, ob- 
aervod, .tb%t .it might be inconvenient for 
m^ny of their iordships to attend on that 
d|^. He should therefore-move to dis- 
tvbarge the present order, and that one 
aibould be made for taking the Treaty into 
CQ|ifiideration on to^morrotv se^nnighu 
T^n being moved, wag aecordtngly done, 
•nd ..their lordships were ordered to be 
■Qmtnoned for Tuesday the 28th. 

. Earl Stanhope rose and said, that as 
there were then many persons in the 
House, some good persons too, be sboald 
call their attention to a subject of great 
public importanf^e, which he had intro* 
duced on a former everting, namely, the 
abuses alleged to exist in Ciloucesier gaol} 
but as the topic must be new to many 
who were present.he should move that the 
Pelitimt of John Perryn be now read. 
The Clerk was accordingly proceeding 
to read the Petition, when 

Lord A'cnyon rose and moved the standing 
order for the exclusion of strangers;— 
this yras enforced, and, consequently, the 
numerous assemblage of members who 
still remaiaed below the bar, for the pur¬ 
pose of getting a more distinct view of the 
illustrious visitants, the ladies who were 
seated in the body of the House, and the 
ordinary strangers, were obliged to with¬ 
draw. 


HOUSE OF rOMMONS. 

Monday, June 20. 

Petition of Mr. Morris, confined 
IN Lincoln Gaol.] Sir Samuel Romilly 
presented a Petition from Mr. Robert 
Morris, confined in Lincoln gaol, com¬ 
plaining of various hardships and griev¬ 
ances endured by him therein. The pe¬ 
titioner had been many years confined as 
a debtor to tiie crown, but, during the 
period of .his confinement, be had com¬ 
mitted a misdemeapor in assaulting one of 
the turnkeys. For this ofience be bad 
been convicted, and was sentenced to one 
year’s close confinement. It happened 
that this Robert Morris bad .been one .of 
the, principal witnesses against tjre gaoler 
of Lincoln castle, when the general regol%> 
lion and management of that prison w^ 
under enquiry by a commission appuiiited 
by that House, and now sincf his convio' 
tion, he had become entirely at the mercy 
the nian he had so deeply offended by 
llP^eyideni^. The consequent hardUiips 


he was made to suffer by him ooi&atitaled 
the main allegations of the petition, .Sir 
S. Romiliy said, he should only move at 
present, that it should lie on the table, 
trusting that the magistrates^of Lincolnr 
shire, who visited the county*gaol, would 
examine into the merits of the case, and 
afford redress ifit called for redrew. Should 
such not be the case, be reserved to him¬ 
self the right of bringing the matter for¬ 
ward at any future period. 

The Petition was ordered to He on die 
table. 

Captain Manby’s ExraaiMENTs for 
preserving the Lives of Seamen.] Mr. 
Row said, it was bis-intention to have 
moved that the House should on this day 
lake into consideration the report of the 
committee appointed to enquire into the 
merits of captain Maiiby’s invention for 
preserving the hves of seamen in cases of 
shipwreck. The right hon. gentleman 
then went into a detail of the merits of the 
invention. Captain Maiiby had been in¬ 
structed to examine, for the purpose of 
discovering those tracu of the coast where 
his apparatUH could be used. Alter a par¬ 
ticular survey, it appeared that it could 
be used on every part of tlie coast of the 
kingdom. it had aUo been computed 
that the expence of providing the ap¬ 
paratus at stations all round the i.sland of 
Great Britain, would not exceed 7h,000L 
He concluded by moving, that, the report 
be referred to the coinmntee of supply, 
which was ordered accordingly. 

The Princess Charlotte of Wales,] 
Sir M. W. Hidley rose, and said that, 
seeing a right hon. gentleman in his place, 
be was anxious to ask him a question rela¬ 
tive to a circumstance of the utmost im | 
portaiice to the interests of this country. 
He alluded to the intended marriage of her 
royal highness Ute Princess Charlotte of 
Wales with the hereditary Prince of 
Orange, a record of. which intended mar¬ 
riage was already ou the Journals of that 
House. Whenever that questioin sbemid 
be brought before parliament, it would, 
from iu extreme importance, necessarily 
occupy their atteution very largely; aim 
he was therefore the more anxioos to 
know, at this advanced period of the sca^ 
sion, whether it was the tuMintioii-of miniB- 
teis to make any. speedy comiquukatioii 
to the Houae upon the subject 1 (Hear! 
bearl) 

The Chmedkar of tkd tier, said, be 
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could j^{«« no other aniwer to the question 
of the hoiu vbaronet than to say, that th4 
ministers of his Hoyal Highness had re 
ceived no authority to make any commu¬ 
nication to parliament. 

Mr.* f^/iitbread rose and said, it was im¬ 
possible the answer they had just heard 
from the right bon gentleman could satisfy 
either that House or the country at large. 
It had been solemnly announced by the 
Sovereign Prince of the United Nether¬ 
lands to bis own people, that an alliance 
was about to take place between his son 
and her royal highness the Princess 
Charlotte of Wales; and it had been pro¬ 
claimed by her royal highness the Princess 
of Wales, in her connnunication to that 
House, now entered upon their Journals, 
that the illustrious heir of the House o 
Orange had announced himself to her as 
her future son-in-law. Questions upon 
this most important subject Had been 
asked from time to time, but they had 
never been answered: they were uni¬ 
formly evaded by ministers. But he 
thought the time was now come when that 
House should no longer sulfFer itself to be 
treated with that disrespect. (Hear, 
hear !) 

Mr. Bathurst rose to order. He did not 
think it exactly right, when ministers bad 
declared they bad no commission to make 
any communication to the House, that a 
discussion should be prematurely forced 
on. Such a practice was both incon¬ 
venient and irregular. 

Mr. Whitbread said, that he would put 
the matter in a shape which would render 
it regular, by concluding with a motion. 
He repeated, that the House of Commons 
had been treated disrespectfully. If mi¬ 
nisters, in so important a case, and after 
such a lapse of time, had no authority to 
communicate to the House the state of the 
proceeding, it became the House to inter¬ 
fere, and to address bis royal highness the 
Prince Regent to give authority for such 
a comnoiMcatbn. The right bon. gentle¬ 
man opposite bad hot denied that the 
assertion fa her royal highness the Princess 
of Wales's Letter, of the ititoniled marriage 
of her royal daughter with tiie hereditary 
Prince of Orange, was true. It had, how¬ 
ever, boeo publicly reportefd, and was as 
pobUcly believed, that the intended mar¬ 
riage, which, with the concurrence of bis 
royal highness the Prince Regent, had 
beea.se'long proceeding, was simdenly at 
an end. The grounds had even been 
stated^ on which it had terminated } and 


those erousds w«re so intimately connected 
with ^ qaesUon whichwvasto bebioagfat 
forward by an hon. gentleman to-uofrow, 
that it was of material importance to the 
House to knoSr the fact; and to be in¬ 
formed, if the intention was put aside, on 
what grounds that'bad oocqrred. It had 
been generally niatid; and it bad hem 
generaily believed, that circumstan^s 
closely connected with the object of the 
hon. gentleman's motion, were the caase* 
of that which had taken place. It had 
been stated that day, in the very streets, 
that her royal highness the Princess 
Charlotte of Wales had declined any fur¬ 
ther proceeding in the intended marriage, 
on account of the situation of her royal 
mother. (Hear ! hear!} If that was the 
case, it undoubtedly must endear her Bbyal 
Highness to every generous and feeliiig 
heart. It would prove that the subject on 
which the House were not to touch, as too 
delicate for their investigation, had risen 
to such great political importance, that it 
might, very possibly, operate to prevent 
this most benehcial and desirable union. 
In order to ascertain the fact, the hon. 
baronet had proposed a question to the 
right hon. gentleman, which had been 
very unsatisfactorily evaded. He was 
sure that the right bon. gentleman and his 
colleagues could not be disposed to push 
the discussion of a subject so interesting 
and important to the close of the session ; 
and nothing was more certain, than that 
after the business of next week, no great 
attendance could be expected in parlia¬ 
ment. In the hope, therefore, of obtain¬ 
ing satisfactory information; or at least, 
with the determination that his wish to 
do so should be recorded in the Journals, 
be would jnove, That an humble Ad¬ 
dress be presented to his royal highness 
the Prince Regent, praying, that he would 
be graciously pleased to acquaint the 
House, if there was any treaty of marriage 
on foot between her royal highness the 
Princess Charlotte of Wales, and the He- 
reditar}' Prince of Orange.” 

Sir M. W. Ridley seconded the motion; 
He had flattered himself, thal the answer 
to’tbe question which he had pm to the 
right hon. gentleman, %ould have proved 
satisfactory. that, tinfbrtunately, had 
not been the ease,' lie tvsai gratified to find, 
the subject taken up by one who was’ in 
much more able to do justice to it than 
himself. Hiehbn. friend had stated many 
reasons for expecting that the House 
wohM 'fan put In ponessioQ of loitte infor* 
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iBttkm on tinl tnlbjisct; -another, which 
be (sSi* W. Ridley,) bad beard, and , 
wbtch st^H more conftnced him of the ex> ! 
pedieady^ nf bringing the sohject under 
tfan -consideration of parliament, was the 
Report, that in the erent of the marriage 
tidring place, her Royal Highness might 
b« induced to quit the comHry. This 
aspposition rendered him more than ordi¬ 
narily anxious that the real state and na¬ 
ture of the whole proceeding should be 
laid before the House. 

Mr. 5kephen said, that the bon. gentle¬ 
man (Mr. Whitbread) had redeemed him¬ 
self from the charge of disorder, by re¬ 
ducing his observations to a formal mo¬ 
tion. If every thing that was within the 
rales of order, was also within the rules of 
propriety—^within the rules of duticacy— 
Within the rules of public decency—then 
the hon. gentleman’s conduct might have 
been not only orderly, but it might have 
been delicate, it might have been decent, 
and for ought he knew, it might have been 
discreet. But if, in defending himself 
from the charge of disorder, the hon. 
gentleman had exposed himself to other 
imputations—if it should be the opinion 
of a great majority of the House that he 
had not exculpated himself from all im¬ 
propriety, by the mere reduction of his 
observations into a formal motion, then be 
(Mr. S.) must regard that motion as the 
must indiscreet, as the most indelicate, as 
the most indecent—(Order, order!) 

Mr. WkUbrcad spoke to order. Tliere 
were certain words which he took to be 
parliamentarily disorderly. He assured 
the House and the hon. and learned gentle¬ 
man, that if the words which he had used 
were such as it was orderly to use in de¬ 
bate, they would not oftend him. ** Im¬ 
proper," ho conceived i«i be a parliamen¬ 
tary term; but the use of the word “ inde¬ 
cent” was, in his opinion, a transgression 
of the ordinary language of that House. 
It was a word which, under any rircum- 
atances, he would not have applied to the 
bon. and learned gentleman, and he hoped 
the Hou«e would not allow any hon. gen¬ 
tleman to apply it to him. 

* Me. Stephen expressed' his- surprise at 
theinterroption which he had experienced) 
becsate he was sure it muit be in the me¬ 
mory'of every one who heard him, that 

indecency” was a charge as often ad¬ 
duced by' the other side of the Hbuse, 
i^aimt aimution mlde by their political 
opponeiiu, at suly other. The hon; gen* 
tieiMQ had Mid, that he would not impute 


The Pfhtteu CiMbtfe Wales, [lOS 

indecency to him, and that be trdsted, in 
return, not to be to charged himself. But 
the fact was, that be had not applied fhh 
word " indecency” to the bon. gentle¬ 
man, but only to his proposition. He 
certainiy was not aware that it was unpar¬ 
liamentary to state that any proposition 
was iurproper, was indiscreet, and was 
indecent ; and unless he heard otherwise 
from the chair, whose instruction he re¬ 
quested on the subject, be should continue 
’ to use such terms, as justly applicable to 
the hon. gentleman’s motion. 

The Spealxr observed, that if he had 
understood the phrase used by the bon. 
and learned gentleman to be applied per¬ 
sonally, he should have thought it highly 
disorderly : but as simply descriptive of 
any proposition that might be submitted 
to the House, it did not appear to him to 
offend against the taws of parliamentary 
debate. ^ 

Mr. Whitbread, on the understanding 
that the word was not intended to be per¬ 
sonal, expressed himself quite satisfied 
with the Speaker’s decision. 

Mr. Stephen repeated, that his observa¬ 
tions were not intended to apply to the 
bon. gentleman, but to his proposition; 
which he would again say, was most in¬ 
discreet, most indelicate, and most inde¬ 
cent. And this he would assert, not only 
with regard to the proposition itself, but 
with regard to some of the circumstances 
stated by the bon. gentleman in support of 
it. What the fact was the House knew not. 
The hon. gentleman assumed it; but was 
parliament, upon the strength of that as¬ 
sumption, not only to break in upon the 
sanctity and delicacy of conjugal relation, 
but also upon all those of a parental na¬ 
ture ! An well as being most indelicate, 
the proposition made by the hon. gentle¬ 
man, was most wanton; for he himself 
stated that the intended engagemenl^ 
which was the object of it, had been re¬ 
linquished, Would it be to treat rank and 
sex with respect to drag into public view 
allube delicate eircumstances of a proceed¬ 
ing, which, according to the hon. gentle¬ 
man’s own dedaration, was tvot likely to 
be compiletod f What would the non. 
gfentleman think of such a proposition if 
it regarded his sister or bis daughter? 
Was it compatible with the attention dun 
to the delicacy of the female character, to 
expose all toe ctrcoihstancM of an abor¬ 
tive negociation, such as that which the 
hon. gentleman bad described? And this, 
after it had been dntinctly stated by toe 
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Chancellor of the Exchequer, that bis 
Majeity’s jnmistera were authorised not to 
ipake any communication to parliament! 
on the subject (hear, bear!). He under* i 
stood the cause of the cheer from the bon. 
gentleman Opposite. He had inadvert- i 
eniiy misplaced a word—he bad said, that 
his Majesty’s ministers were authorised ^ 
not to make any communication, instead 
of having said that they were not autho¬ 
rised to make any communication- He 
was not afraid of any such wretched hosti¬ 
lity, however clamorous. It would only 
recoil on those from whom it proceeded. 
If ever there was a motion which required 
a regular notice ; if ever there was a case 
in which the House ought to have time for 
consideration ; if ever there was a subject 
on which ministers should have an oppor¬ 
tunity aflPorded them for digesting their 
answer, it was the present. It was under 
the impression of this conviction, that 
although he saw his right hon. friend, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, preparing 
to rise, he bad ventured to claim the at¬ 
tention of the House. It was most unfair 
to take bis Majesty’s -ministers in this 
manner by surprise, and suddenly to place 
them in a situation of dithculty; for no 
other purpose than to afford the hon. gen¬ 
tleman a vehicle for observations which it 
would have been much better he had 
never uttered. 

Mr. Robinson was of opinion, that much 
unnecessary warmth had been exhibited 
in this discussion—a discussion which took 
place solely because one hon. gentleman 
having asked a question, and having been 
told that his Majesty’s ministers were not 
authorised to make any cummnnication to 
parliament on the subject, another hon. 
gentleman thought proper to make a mo¬ 
tion relative to a proce^iog, of which the 
House, as a House of Parliament, had no 
knowledge whatever. If his royal high¬ 
ness the Prince Kegent bad made any 
communication to the House on the sub¬ 
ject, atid^ if a considerable, period had 
elapsed since that communication, there 
might be some ground to call on parlia¬ 
ment to ftequiesce in the bon. gehileman’s 
motion. But^as far as he knew, the House, 
as a House, were not aware even of the 
/existence of such a negoctation as that 
which bad. been alluded to. No worse 
reason could possibly be brought forward 
to induce the House to interfere in such a 
delicate subject than the stories, which, 
according to the bon. gentleman, were 
hawked about the streets with respect to 
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it; except, indeed, it,were that singular 
one described by the hpn, .baronet as par* 
ticularly operative upon Ins mind—name¬ 
ly, the repwt, that if the marriage were 
concluded, her Royal Highness would be 
induced to leave the country. Sorely, 
when it was asserted that. the negociatjon 
for the marriage was broken off, this last 
reason for enquiring into the tobject be¬ 
came extremely futile and abtutd. There 
could be no necessity for any precipita¬ 
tion or warmth in the business. If the 
hon. gentleman thought in the present 
stage of the proceeding (whatever it might 
be) that it was expedient for parliament to 
interfere, at least let him give the House 
time to cool, and ministers, who were re¬ 
sponsible for the advice which they might 
give on the subject, opportunity to afford 
to it all the consideration which its im¬ 
portance demanded. 

Sir M. W. Ridley explained. What bn 
had stated was, that he understood, in the 
event of the marriage having taken place* 
her Royal Highness would have quitiend 
the country—a circumstance of such im¬ 
portance, that the sooner it was brought 
forward in parliament the better. 

Mr. Horner agreed entirely with his 
bon. friend (Mr. Whitbread) as to the ex¬ 
treme importance of the subject, both as 
affecting the illustrious character more 
immediately concerned, and as involving 
in it some of the greatest intei ests of the 
stale. But while he agreed with bis hon. 
friend as to the importance of the ques¬ 
tion, it was impossible for him to deny the 
truth of what had been said by others as 
to the propiiety. of greater deliberation, 
and an extended notice of the discussion. 
He was nut presumptuous enough to sup¬ 
pose that his hon. friend stood in need of 
bis advice to shape his parliamentary con¬ 
duct, but he earnestly recommended to 
him to postpone his motion until the 
House should be belter prepared, and in 
better temper to discuss it; letting that 
which had passed stand for a notice, not 
! doubling, that whenever it might be 
: brought forward, be, viewing the subject 
in the same light as that in wbich it was 
seen by his hon. friend, should concur 
! most cordially in his ptoposUion. 

I Mr, ,Whiibrea4 deeWed, that there was 
no one to whose advice he would sooner 
listen than his hon and learned friend 
who bad just spoken, and no one to whose 
advice be was less dtl|>osed to attend than 
tbf hon. .and learned gentleman .opposite. 

, At to t,he qualities of moderation, pro* 
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priety and diacretimf, he would go to the 
hoa. geiitleotBii opposite (Mr. Robinson), 
for them; he woold go for them to his 
bon. mmI learned friend behind him (Mr. 
Horner) ; but in .bis search he would 
avoid and run out of the way of the bon. 
and learned geniletusn opposite (Mr. Ste¬ 
phen). He would abstain from noticing a , 
word of what had fallen from that hon. 
and learned gentleman. He wished to 
forget it; but be could assure him that he 
did not care a strati about it. With re¬ 
spect to the suddenness of his motion, it 
should be recollected that the occasion 
was as sudden. His hon. friend, without 
the slightest concert with him, had put a 
question to the right hon. gentleman op¬ 
posite, on which that right hon. gentleman 
had thought proper to remain mute. Upon 
this he (Mr. W.) had availed himself of 
one of the most useful and important pri> 
vileges of a member of that House—that 
of raising an immediate question—in order 
to enable him to make the observations 
which appeared to him to be necessary on 
the subject. Having done this, he was 
perfectly ready to wave any further pro¬ 
ceeding, never having seriously meant to 
take the question out of his hon. friend*s 
bands. With the leave of the House, 
therefore, he would withdraw his motion. 

The motion was accordingly withdrawn. 

Spirits’ Intercourse Bill.) The House 
went into a committee on the Spirits In¬ 
tercourse Bill. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, it 
was intended to propose only a temporary 
mea‘*nre for the intercourse of Irish spirits 
with this country. The iiHereourse was 
to be allowed without any drawback, and 
the form of tbe Act would be very nearly 
the same as that of 1811. He would 
therefore move, that the Chairman be ^i- 
redted to move for leave to bring in a Bill 
to regulate the tradO in spirits between 
Great Britain and Ireland reciprocally, 
for a time to be limited, 

Mr. W. Smith was anxious to know, 
from his right hon. friend, whether he in¬ 
tended, by ihe measure he was about to 
•ubmit to the House, to permit Irish spirits, 

ready.manufaciured, to be imported into 
this country, while none could be exported 
from this country to Ireland ? If this was 
to be the efiect of the BUI, which, as tbe 
law at present stood, it did appear to him 
would,be the casefit would produce a 
very extraordinary sort of reciprocity; 
for it Could not be coqeealed, that all the 
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benefit would be derived by the Irish dis¬ 
tiller, while the English distiller would be 
subjected to the most serious disadvantages. 

• Sir J. iVeuport did not know of any 
law, by which tbe English distiller cotild 
be prevented from exporting his spirits to 
Ireland. Tbe fact waii, that the' English 
manufacturer, who, for several years, had 
a monopoly of the spirit market, in con¬ 
sequence of the conimuance of the act of 
so.4pension, in direct violation of the 
articles of Union, had no spirits to send 
to Ireland. The observations of his hon. 
friend appeared to him to be premature. 
He ought not to have nfiered them until 
the mea.sure of the right hOn. gentleman 
was fairly before the House. The right 
bon. gentleman bad merely proposed, that 
the House should be requested to grant 
leave to bring'in a Bill on the subject of 
the spirit mtercourse ; and he expressed 
himself williug to give up the measure of 
suspension, which his bon. friend was 
anxious to continue for a-shnrt time. Now, 
the efiect of such a proceeding would be, 
that if a committee were now appointed 
to enquire into the expediency of con¬ 
tinuing the Suspension Act, the report 
could not be made until a period so late 
in the session, as to render it veiy unlikely 
that an attendance of members, particu¬ 
larly of those who represented the sister 
country, could be procured, sutficiently 
numerous to discuss a matter of so much 
importance. Under one pretence or ano¬ 
ther, the Suspension Act had been kept in 
force, from itie year ihOb to the present 
moment; and it would be monstrous if 
it were permitted to exist any longer. 
He called upon tbe House to act with 
justice towards that country, which had 
no separate legislature of its own; and 
which, at the period of tbe Union, threw 
itself on the good faith of Great Britain. 

Mr. Huskmon said, that for years they 
had laboured under very great dilficuliiea, 
with respect to tbe spirits iutercourse be¬ 
tween the two countries, and but little 
firogress had been made io reiuuvingthem. 
Committees had been, from time to time, 
appointed, to investigate the true princi¬ 
ples of reciprocity. Now, the difficulty. 
was, not to point out the irregularities 
tiiab existed, but to find proper remedies 
for them. He was convinced, that until 
some regulation was adopted to tax Irish, 
spirits as it was taxed in this country, 
not according to the quantity, but the 
strength of tbe liquor, tbe Irish manofac- 
torer would have so great an advantage 
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over the English, as to destroy any thing 
like a reciprocity of benetir, in this brancb 
of trade. 

Mr. W- Fitegerald deprecated any dis¬ 
cussion on this subject until the measure 
of bis’right lion, friend was l>e(ore the 
House; Re would, however, make one or 
two observations on what had fallen fuxn 
the hon. gentleman wlio had spoke last, 
lest, if they passed without comment, they 
might create unpleasant feelings abroad, 
n'lie hon. gentleman said, that there could 
.be no reciprocity between the two coun. 
tries, with respect to the intercourse of 
spirits, unless the system on which distil¬ 
lation was pursued in Ireland was assimi¬ 
lated to that adopted in England. .Now, 
he never would depart from this principle, 
either with reference to the present, or 
any other measure afiecliiig the sister 
country, that England had no right to de¬ 
mand of the Irish manufacturer, that the 
system on which a manufacture was car¬ 
ried on, which was not interfered with at 
the time of the Union, should be assimi¬ 
lated to that adopted in the same matin- 
faclure here. The hon. gentleman had 
stated, that ihe English distiller had made 
a great quantity of spirits, under the im¬ 
pression that the Suspension Act would be 
continued. Now, he did not think this 
could be the case, for when the Bill now 
about toexpire, was brought in by hiinself, 
it Was known to be only aieni[>orary mea¬ 
sure, arising from peculiar circumstances, 
la conclusion, the right hon. gentleman 
observed, that he was about to propose 
such an increase to the duty on distilia- i 
lion in Ireland, as would bring the situa¬ 
tion of the English and Irish distiller naore 
upon an equality. 

Sir J. NewjMrt said, the English distil¬ 
lers had no right to act upon any such 
presumption ; they might have supposed, 
because the Bill now about to expire, had 
been continued from session to session, 
that therefore it would be again intro¬ 
duced. But surely this circumstance 
ought not to influence the conduct of the 
House. It was at the request of the 
English distilleries that the Spirite' Ware- 
honsing Act was passed. They found 
that it was not sufficient to prevent the 
Irish distiller from entering into coinpe- 
tition with them, and then they called for 
another measure. In short, it appeared as 
if ncHhing less would satisfy them, but the 
total abrogation of the intercourse in 
spirits between the two countries. , He 
would have been extremely glad if the 
(VOL. XXVIII.) 
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noble lord {Casttereagh) were in his., 
place, to sta^ to the .Uou.se what he had, 
a few days ago, cooimnnicated to him 
(sir John Newport) as the scutunents of 
Mr. Pitt, on this subject. Mr. Pitt, i;i 
conversation with his lordship, said, “ 1 
am aware, that, in the article of spirits 
intercourse, the act of Uiiton. is so framed, 
as to give a very great advantage to Ire¬ 
land. She must look to that article for a 
compensation for what she will lose in 
other manufactures.” This statement the 
noble lord would make to the House if be 
were in bis place; and it showed beyond 
a doubt, that tbe advantage wbic-b was 
likely to accrue to Ireland on tbu point, 
was not unforeseen by those who drew iqt 
the Act of Union. Now, if this was tbe 
feeling of those who recommended tbe 
measure, he would ask of tbe House, was 
it right to call upon Ireland to give up the 
benefit which was proposed by the Act of 
Union, and to remain contented with the 
inconveniencies and disadvantages it cre¬ 
ated ? He believed, many gentlemen were 
of opinion, that such shuuid be tbe po¬ 
licy adopted towards that country; for he 
1 had heard an hon. member, in a co‘i«- 
mittee, declare, that, though he believed 
Ireland had a right, under the Act of 
Union, to these advantages, yet, as it would 
operate against the English and Scotch 
distilleries, she ought to surrender them. 
The same doctrine was acted upon by 
many other gentlemen, though not so 
openly avowed. But, when such a posi¬ 
tion was unblushingly laid down by an 
hon. member for North Britain, he need 
not wonder at the manner in which sub¬ 
jects, connected with the intere.sts of Ire¬ 
land, were often treated in that House. 
The right hon. baronet concluded by 
conjuring Che House to act with strict jus¬ 
tice and integrity towards the sister 
country. 

Mr. W. Smith said, that having been, 
in a considerable degree, a party to the 
transactions connected with the question 
of the Union, and having beard Mr. 
Pitt’s opinion, over and over again, he bad 
every reason to believe, that tbe right 
bon. baronet was totally mistaken, from 
beginning to end, with vehpect to the 
statement which he alleged Mr. Pitt to 
have made on tbe subject.of the spit-iu* 
intercourse. Ntrt a single word so attri¬ 
buted by him to Mr. Pitt, did he think 
ever fell j^om that right hon. gentleman’s 
lips. Tb« conclusion of tbe right hon. 
h«if««»et*« meech was entirely aU m^mcor- 
(I) 
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diam. For bis own part, he would adhere 
to the eirgumeruum adjuititiam ; and, when 
the nieasore came to be debated, he would 
fully ex|)i'css his opinion on the subject of 
the spirits' intercourse. 

Sir John Netvport begged it to be under¬ 
stood, that he would never plead the cause 
of freland, ad miseruordiam, to Great Bri¬ 
tain, or to any other country on the lace of 
the globe. 

Mr. W. Fitzgerald contended, that the 
statement made by the right hon. baronet 
could not be considered as merely founded 
on hearsay, after a lapse of fourteen years. 
It was not of that vague and indistinct 
nature which the hou. gentleman seemed 
to suppose—that statement came from the 
noble lord who recommended the measure 
of Ujiion in Ireland, and, therefore, car¬ 
ried considerable authority with it. In 
the present stage of the business, he 
thought it would be most convenient for 
all partic.s if the discussion were deferred. 

Mr. Fhitipps was friendly to the prin¬ 
ciple of I ccipro 'ify, ami therefore he could 
not agree, that, for the (iiirpose of securing 
the Irish distiller, luillmtis of money, ex¬ 
pended in the English di.Uilieries, should 
be, in a manner, lust to tlie proprietors, 

Mr. Fonsonhy said, from what they bad 
heard that evening, it was manifc.st that a 
good deal of irritation subsisted between 
the different parties interested in this mea¬ 
sure ; and the longer it was delayed, the 
greater would that irritation become. In¬ 
deed, this business ought not to have been 
postponed so long; it should have been 
completed before this lime. Now, with 
respect to what Mr. Pitt or other persons 
might have said, although from (he situa¬ 
tion in which that right hon. gentlemuii 
and the noble lord stood, the testimony 
borne by him must be allowed to have 
•ome weight, yet the question to which it 
referred was not to be decided on that 
testimony. It was to be decided by law- 
—it was to be decided by the Act of Union. 
The Act of Union was not an ordinary 
law; it was a law containing the compact 
between two nations, each of tliecn having 
a parliament by which it was governed ; 
and the question was not, whether the 
articles of that compact were for the ad¬ 
vantage of England or of Ireland. No 
matter on which side the advantage pre¬ 
ponderated. the Act ought to be strictly 
fulfilled; and England would receive very 
little compensation, if she violated this law, 
the purpose of imparting a benefit to 
brauch of her own manufactures. 


Glouoater Gaol. 

Such a proceeding would be a breach of 
public faith, and must destroy all confi¬ 
dence between the two countries. He, 
therefore, besought the House to weigh 
well every measure connected with the 
Act of Union; for the character of the 
House and the faith of the coiintry were 
at stake wherever it was concerned. What¬ 
ever the House conceived to be the true 
meaning of that Act, ought to be rigidly 
observed; and England, he was convinced, 
never could be recompensed for comniit- 
ing a violation of it. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, no 
gentleman had a greater respect or venera¬ 
tion for the Act of Union than he had, and 
no person was more sincerely determined 
to .support it; but on account of certain 
ambiguities in that act, they were obliged, 
at times, to have recoor.se to temporary 
measures, for the purpose of carrying its 
provisions fairly into efiect. The measure 
be was about to introduce was founded m 
principles of reciprocity and justice ; and 
if it could not be supported on those prin¬ 
ciples he would be ready to abandon it. 

After a few words fiom Mr. Finlay, 
who spoke in favour of the Scotch distil¬ 
lers. the motion was agreed to. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Tuesday, June 2\, 

Gloucesteh Gaol.] Earl Stanhope rose 
to make his motion relative lu the Petition 
of .fohn Perryn. a prisoner confined in 
Gloucester Gaol. Their lordships would 
recollect, he said, that they had already 
agreed to the Petition lying on the table. 
They had also founded a proceeding upon 
it, for thry bad ordered the rules and 
regulations hung up in the prison to be 
laid before the Hou.se, a proof that they 
intended to go into the matter of'the Pe¬ 
tition. One of the allegations in it was, 
that all letters sent to or from persons con¬ 
fined in the gaol (debtors not excepted) 
vi'cre opened, and sometimes detamed by 
order of the gaoler. The prisoner also 
stilled himself to be debarred fiee inter¬ 
course with his legal advisers. Now. in 
such a situation, be would be glad to know 
bow the prisoner in this free country could 
have his remedy at common law ; and be 
should be glad if any noble lord, who 
thought it possible, would inform the 
House how that remedy could reach him 
through this interruption of correspondence 
with his friends, and privation of Ifgai 
advice. The noble earl said U was hit 
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intaaiion to move for a committee to en* 
quire into the troth of the allegations in 
the Petilion^and also for witnesses to esta¬ 
blish their truth or falsehood, for without 
witnesses, it was impossible to know tfhe- 
ther they weae true or false. And the 
first witnmhe should move for was a very 
respectable justice of the peace, Mr. 
Cooper, who was a friend of the gaoler, 
Mr. Cunningham. In the case of a letter 
addressed to him (lord Stanhope,) which 
the gaoler had been defied to open at his 
peril. Cooper had said it was the invariable 
practice of the gaol to open letters, bot 
advised Cunningham not to open it. He 
theiefore thought this justice of the peace 
a veiy proper person to prove this part of 
the allegation. His lordship here ipioted 
the 9th of queen Anne, to shew that the 
opening, or detaining.of letters, either at 
the Post-ofiice, or by any other persons ! 
employed to deliver them, was illegal, and 
contrary to act of parliament. He need 
not, however, have appealed to any act of 
parliament, for he believed that no member 
of that House, whether he was a lawyer or 
not a lawyer, would contend that the 
gaoler had any authority to open or detain 
the letters of the prisoners. His lordship 
said, that the first order he had moved, the 
layiiiG; the Petition on the table, had been 
complied with ; he should now move. That 
the case of .John Perryn be referred to a 
committee of (he members of the House, 
who had attended this session. 

The Earl of Liverpool conceived that 
any petition of this nature ought to be re¬ 
ceived with great caution and delicacy by 
the House, as otherwise their lordships’ 
li.me might be wholly taken up with en¬ 
quiries into complaints of individua] griev¬ 
ance. To shew bow very groundless such 
complaints often were, he might refer to 
the cases of the Lincoln and Lancaster 
gaols, the report on which, by a most 
respectable commission appointed for the 
purpose, contained a complete refutation 
of every charge brought forward by the 
petitioners. As far as lAeir lordships 
could rely on general reputation^ no gaol 
was belter conducted than the one against 
which the present ac<;usation was pre¬ 
ferred ; it was considered as a model fpr 
institutions of this sort, and was under the 
direction of some highly respectable 
magistrates, who paid the most humane 
attention to the treatment and comfort of 
the prisoners. He should not give any 
opinion on the legality of the conduct 
xharged on the gaoler, by the Petition, but 
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he bad no doubt that if proper application 
were made to the executive government, 
which he thought was always the first step 
to be adopted, the subject would undergo ‘ 
a thorough examination at the Secretary of 
State’s oflice, and till this were'done, or 
some stronger ground laid than that con¬ 
tained in the Petition, he should resist the 
motion of the noble lord for parliamentary 
inquiry. 

Earl Grey thought it not right to ex¬ 
clude any individual, who might possibly 
be aggrieved, from the redress which it 
was in the power of that House to afiord 
them, because it might sometimes be at¬ 
tended with inconvenience, nor could he 
subscribe to the doctrine of the noble lord 
opposite, that it was always proper to refer 
such contplaints, in the first instance, to 
the executive government. .He did not, 
therefore, think the objections, which had 
been stated, sufficient to prev.ent their 
lordships from going into the enquiry. 
Now, what was the question before the 
House ? It was nut whether the prison at 
Gloucester was in general well or ill 
regulated ; but a particular case nl’as 
biouglit forward of an individual, who 
stated himself to be unjustly and arbitra¬ 
rily deprived of the intercourse of his 
friends, as well as debarred from access to 
professional advice. Now be did expect 
that some noble lord, possessing a-local 
knowledge of the transactions, would have 
come forward to satisfy their lordships’ 
minds, by contradicting the allegaiinns of 
the Petition, or explaining them in such a 
manner as to do away any serious ground 
of complaint. Till such contradiction or 
explanation were offered, he should noi 
think himself justified in not voting fo 
the motion for enquiry ; or if any thin'.; 
were waiuijig to confirm him in this opi¬ 
nion, it would be the statement of the 
noble earl who spoke last, with respect to 
the result of the enquiries into the state of 
the Lancaster and Lincoln prisons, a most 
satisfactory and excellent result, which it 
would, however, have been impossible to 
have obtained without a regular enquiry 
into those pretended abuses which were 
thus shewn nut to exist. 

The Lord Chancellor said, that many 
other charges and conftplavnts were, very 
improperly, mixed up in the Petition, 
with the two which the noble lord had 
shewn his judgment in selecting from the 
rest. He did not know .of any better 
mode of ascertaining the truth of such 
contplaints, when brought before their 
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lordships, than by the appointment of a the general good management of the gaol 
Boleniu commission to enquire into the at Gloucester was a sufficient ground for 
fact's. But parliament would not be war- resisting enquiry into the specific abuses 
ranted in proceeding to so solemn a step, which were alleged. It was like what he 
withont having very solid grounds of in- had read in a comedy—that a man’s 
justice and oppression laid before them, having a good character only enabled him 
He agreed with the noble earl, that it did to commit bad actions with Vmpunily. 
not reipiire any reference to a particular The style of the peMtion had been 
act of parliament to prove the illegality of I seveiely comment-d on by the noble 
detaining the prisoner’s letters. He had i lord on the woolsack. lie had no doubt 
also an undoubted right to have* free access | that if the petitioner bad had the assisl- 
to legal advice. But then tliere were cases j ance of the language and eloquence of the 
in which it often happened that persons noble lord, be would have pre.sented a- 
were admitted under this pretext for a | much more unexceptionable petition, 
very dirterent and improper purpose. ■ But were their lordships to reject a pe- 
His lordship then read some of the other titioii because it had mixed up with a real 
allegations in the Petition, as that the ' grievaiice, a great deal of imaginary 
prisoners were locked op from five in the | grievance, ill expressed ? He knew of Irut 
evening to eight next day, that they bad : two grounds for resisting such a motion 
no firing, that knives and forks were not ! as the present: first. That the facts are 
allowed them, whereby man, the image | greatly exaggerated, and that the abuses 
of God, is compelled to gnaw his food like ; do not exist; second, That what is com- 
the dogs.” His lordship concluded with i plained ol ».-> an abuse is not really such, 
observing, that he believed any noble lord I Neither of these applied to the present 
who read the wl .de of the Petition through, ' case. There was some incoiivniience at- 
would have little doubt, from its style and tending the catling of witnesses, Initthis in 
manner, that parliament ought lo have ' his judgment was gicatly overbalanced by 
farfher grounds before they consented to a ; the general satisfaction and security at- 
committee. | forded to the country by the knowledge 

liOrd Holland was of opinion, that if ] that parliament was always ready to en- 
aiiy matter of petition was brought before | quire into, and redress the gncvancea of 
their lordships, the proper mode was to I individuals, who appealed to its justice 
go into a committee. If indeed, any I and its humanity. 

noble lord stood up to contradict the facts ; lilarl Bathurst stated, that the mngis- 
stated ill the Petition, or if, admitting those 1 trates in the neighbourhood had enquired 
facts, they were denied to be improper or ; into the complaints in the Petition, and 
illegal, then, but not otherwise, there ! had come to the conclusion that there were 
might be ground to deliberate before they i no grounds for them. The cusloni of 
granted a committee. But the noble lord opening the letters of the prisoners had 
opposite had stated cases in which enquiry always been one of the tegulations of the 
had been instituted, and in which it had j prison. Legal advice had also been al- 
appeared that the complaints were un- lowed to the petitioner, and only im- 
founded, or greatly exaggerated. Was proper persons bad been refused admit- 
Ihis a .sufficient ground for suspending :^l tance. 

enquiry in future ? If so, the right of in* ; Karl Sutn/tnpc said he was glad that the 
dividuals to petition that House was ,\ i noble peer had confessed himself out of 
mere mockery. He should certainly cun- i court; for he had admitted the very thing 
aider it as a shrinking from their duty, if | he wanted to prove, the enlorcing an il- 
they suftered any such complaints to be j legal rule in the prison. His lordship 
referred to any other tribunal. He le j descanted at some lengthen the hardships 
meenbered the time when the petitions which persons confined for debt (which 
from the Cold Bath-Fields were presented, was Ihe case of the petitionerj were 
They were told then by the Secretary of doomed to suffer; and now they were to 
State, as they were told now, that it have the illegal hardship added to the rest, 
would be better to leave it to the exe- of having their letters opened and detained 
cutive government to enquire into, and at the discretion of a gaoler. The nume- 
correct the evil. They waited two or rons evils and vexations practised in our 
three years, and then found that greater gaols justified an expression of a late his- 
abuses existed than had ever been com- • twian, that this country was the island of 
phained of. He did not i^preheud that Bastiies; for there were more of them in 
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England than in all Europe pat logetber. 
There might be found persons lo defend 
such practices, but if be were to do so, he 
should not be able to sleep on his piliowr 
with a safe conscience. 

The* Lord*Chancellor put the question, 
and said* that the Not Contents had it. 
Lord Stanhope said, the Contents must 
certainly have it. Upon which, the 
House divided—For the motion 6; 
Against it 24; Majority against it 18, 

Earl Stanhope then moved that Mr. 
Cooper, a justice of peace, and another, 
should be brought up as witnesses. Lord 
Holland asked whether it was intended 
that any enquiry or investigation should be 
made by the Secretary of State. It would 
be satisfactory that this should be done, as 
the motion bad been rejected. Lord 
Liverpool did not pledge himself to any 
solemn investigation ; but as soon as be 
could communicate with his noble friend, 
to whose department the matter belonged, 
he had no doubt that enquiries would be 
ni.uie to ascertain whether there existed 
any grounds for fmther proceedings. The 
motion for witnesses was also negatived. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesdatf, June 22. 

lainn Cochrane and Mu. Cochrane 
.Johns! ONI'.] Mr. Broadhead moved. 

That there be laid before this House, a 
copy of the record of the proceedings upon 
an indictment in the court of King's Bench 
against the right hon. lord Cochrane and 
the hon. Andrew Cochrane Johnstone, 
members of this House.”—Ordered. 

Mr. Le Makchant.] Mr. A. Browne 
begged to enquire of an hon. gentleman 
whom he savv in his place, whether go* 
vernment had confifmed the appointment 
of Mr. Le Marchant. 

Mr. Gmlburn replied, that as soon as 
the trial was finished, and the time bad 
elapsed in which a new trial might have 
been moved for, he had received instruc¬ 
tions from lord Bathurst lo inform Mr. Le 
Marchant that he was not considered a fit 
person for the situation in question, and that 
another had been appointed in his room. 

Captain Manby.] M?r. Bose moved 
that the sum of 2,0U0/> should be voted to 
captain Manby, as a remuneration for his 
discovery, and a compensation for the ex- 
peners incurred in bringing it to perfec- 
Jboo. The right hon. gentleman stated, 


that it was his intention, on a future occa¬ 
sion, to move for an Address to the Prince 
Regent, praying that captain Manby may 
be employed in furthering his own plans, 
by providing mortars, &c. at difi'ereut 
stations along the coast. The Resolution 
was agreed to. 

Stanoino Orders relative to Navi- 
CAULE Canals, &c.] Mr. Charles Dundas 
reported from the Committee appointed 
to take into consideration the Standing 
Orders of this House, relative to Bills for 
making navigable canals, reservoirs, or 
aqueducts, or for improving the naviga¬ 
tion of rivers, and to report the same, 
with their opinion thereupon, to the House; 
that they bad considered the matters to 
them referred, and had come to several 
Resolutions, which they had directed him 
to fbport to the House; aud the same 
were read, as follow: 

1. Resolved, “ That it is the opinion of 
this Committee, That, when any applica¬ 
tion is intended to be made to the House, 
for leave to bring in a Bill for making any 
cut, canal, reservoir, or aqueduct, for the 
purpose of navigation, or for supplying 
any city, town, or place with water, or 
for varying, abridging, extending, or en¬ 
larging any such cut, canal, reservoir, or 
aqueduct already made, or for making or 
improving the navigation of any river, or 
for continuing or amending any act of 
parliament passed for any or either of 
those purposes, or for the increase or al¬ 
teration of the exititing tolls, rates, or du¬ 
ties upon any sui-h cut, canal, reservoir, 
aqueduct, or navigation, notices of such 
intended application be given. 

2. “ That «uch notices do contain the 
names of the parishes and townships from, 
in, throngh, and into, which any such 
cut, canal, reservoir, or aqueduct, is in¬ 
tended to be made, varied, abridged, ex¬ 
tended, or enlarged, or in whiih »uch 
river, or such pan thereof as is intended 
lo be made navigable, or the navigation 
thereof lo be improved, is situated, and of 
the parishes and townships intended to be 
omitted by any Bill for amending any 
former Act, and shall specify for which 
of the before-mentioned tdijects such ap¬ 
plication is intended to be made; and if 
an increase or alteration in any existing 
tolls, rates, or duties, is intended to be 
proposed, the intention of proposing such 
increase or alteration be expressed therein. 

3* *' That such notices be inserted three 
times in the months of August and Sep* 
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teoiber, <ir either of (hem, immediately 
preceding the session of parliament in 
which such applicalion is intended to be 
made, in some one and the same news¬ 
paper of every county, in or through 
wiiich anjf such cut, canal, reservoir, or 
aqueduct is intended to be made, or in 
which such cut, canal, reservoir, or aque¬ 
duct already made, is intended to be va¬ 
ried, abridged, extended, or enlarged, or 
in which such river, or such part thereof 
as is intended to be made navigable, or 
the navigation thereof to be improved, is 
situated j or, if there is no such paper 
'printed therein, respectively, then in the 
newspaper of some'county adjoining or 
near thereto; and that such notices (print¬ 
ed or written on paper), be affixed to the 
door of the sessions house, where the ge¬ 
neral quarter sessions of the peace shall 
be holden, for every county, ridingf or 
division, in or through which any such 
cot, canal, reservoir, or aqueduct is in¬ 
tended to be carried, or in which such 
cub canal, reservoir, or aqueduct already 
made,.is intended to be varied, abridged, 
extended, or enlarged, or in which such 
river, or such pail titereof as is intended 
to be made navigable, or the navigation 
thereof to be improved, is situated, at the 
Michaelmas preceding the said session of 
parliament. 

4-. •* That, when any application is in¬ 
tended to be made to Aie House, for leave 
to bring in a Bill for making any cut or 
canal, for the purposes of navigation or 
drainage, or for altering or amending any 
act of parliament passed for any of those 
purposes, within the great level of the 
fens,commonly called ‘The Bedford Level,’ 
a further notice of such intended applica¬ 
tion shall be given, in writing, to the cor¬ 
poration of the Bedford Level, in the 
months of August and September, or 
either of them, immediately preceding Ibh 
session of parliament in which such appli¬ 
cation is intended to be made. 

5. " That, in cases where application 
is intended to be made for a Bill for making 
any^rut, canal, reservoir, or aqueduct, for 
the purpose of navigation, or for supply¬ 
ing any city, town, or place with water, 
or for varying, abridging, extending, or 
enlarging any such cut, canal, reservoir, 
or aqueduct already made, or authorized 
to be made, or for making or improving 
. the navigation of any river, a map or plan, 
and section of such intended cut, fanal, 
reservoir, aqueduct, or navigation, and 
- of any intended variation, abridge- 
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ment, extension, or enlargement of any 
Cut, canal, reservoir, aqueduct, or naviga¬ 
tion already made, upon a scale of not 
less than three inches to a mile, so far as 
relates to the said cut, canal, reservoir, 
aqueduct, or navigation, of suCh variation, 
abridgement, extension, or eniaigement, 
be deposited for public inspection at the 
office of the clerk of the peace of every 
county, riding, or division, in or through 
which such cut, canal, reservoir, aqueduct, 
or navigation, is intended to be made, or 
such variation, abriilgement, extension, or 
enlargement is intended to be made, on 
or before the 3pth September previous to 
the session of parliament in which such 
application is intended to be made, which 
map or plan shall describe the line or si¬ 
tuation of such intended cut, canal, re¬ 
servoir, aqueduct, or navigation, or of siioh 
intended variation,abridgement,extension, 
or enlargement, and the lands in or through 
which the same is intended to be made, 
together with a book of reCereiice, con¬ 
taining a list of the names of the owners 
or reputed owners and occupiers of such 
Imtds, respectively ; and the plan shall 
also describe the brooks and streams to be 
diverted into such cut, canal, reservoir, 
aqueduct, or navigation, for supplying the 
same with water, and contain a plan of 
such reservoir, and the elevation of any 
such aqueduct, and such section shall spe¬ 
cify the level, and describe the same by 
feet and inches. 

6. “ That the clerks of the peace, or 
their respective deputies, do make a me¬ 
morial in writing upon the plan and book 
of reference and section deposited with 
them in manner aforesaid, denoting the 
time at which the same were lodged in 
their lespective offices; and do, at ail 
seasonable hours of the day, permit any 
person to view and examine the same, 
and to make copies or extracts therefrom, 
such person -paying for the same the usual 
and accustomed fees paid to such clerks 
of the peace for the inspection and copy-< 
ing of, or making extracts from, records 
in their respective offices. 

7. " That, before any application is 
made to the House for a Bill for making 
any cut, canal, reservoir, or aqueduct, for 
supplying any city, town, or place.with 
water, or for varying, extending, or en¬ 
larging any such cut. canal, reservoir, or 
aqueduct already made, or for making ot 
improving the navigation of any river, 
previous application be made to the owners, 
or reputed owners and occupiers of thq 



^atigahle Gaaeb, ifc. 

lands, through which any such cut. canal, 
aqueduct, or navigation is intended to be 
made, or any such line of variation or 
extension, or such enlargement, is intended 
to be carried; and that separate lists be 
mado of the names of such owners or oc> 
copiers,* distinguishing which of them, 
upon such application, have assented to 
or dissented from such intended cut,canal, 
aqueduct, reservoir, or tiavigallon. or such 
variation, extension, or enlargement, or 
are neuter in respect thereto. 

8. “ That, before any application is 
madp to the Mouse for a Bill to amend 
any former Act for making any cut, canal, 
reservoir, or aqueduct, so as to abridge the 
extent thereof, previous application be made 
to the owners, or reputed owners and occu¬ 
piers of the lands through which the part of 
the.said cut, canal, reservoir, or aqueduct, 
intended to be retained, shall pass or be si¬ 
tuate ; and that separate lists be made of the 
names of such owners and occupiers, dis¬ 
tinguishing which of them, upon such ap* 
plication, have assented to or dissented 
from surh abridgement, or are neuter in 
respect thereto; and that notice in wriiing 
of such Bill be given to the owners, or 
reputed owners and occupiers of the lands 
in which the part of the said cut, canal, 
reservoir, or aqueduct, intended to be 
thereby relinquished, is situate. 

9. Thai, before any application is 
made to the House for the purposes set 
forth in the preceding resolution, previous 
application be also made to the owners 
and occupiers of the lands in which any 
reservoir is intended to be made or erected, 
and through which any channel or con¬ 
veyance is intended to be made, for the 
purposes of feeding or supplying with 
water from the said reservoirs any such 
cut, canal, aqueduct, or navigation, varia¬ 
tion, extension, or enlargement; and sepa¬ 
rate lists shall be made of such owners 
and occupiers, distinguishing which of 
them have assented to or dissented from 
such proposed work, or are neuter in re¬ 
spect thereto. 

10. •• That, before any petition shall be 
presented to the House, for making any 
cot, canal, reservoir, or aqueduct, for the 
purpose of navigation, or for supplying 
any city, town or place with water, or for 
varying, abridging, extending or enlarging 
any cut,canal, reservoir or aqueduct already 
made, or for making or improving the navi¬ 
gation of any river, the lists mentioned in 
the preceding Resolutions, and also a du¬ 
plicate of the map or plan and section, so 
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to be deposited at the office of the clerk of 
the peace, be lodged in the Private Bill 
office of this House, and that the receipt 
thereof be acknowledged accordingly by 
one of the clerks of the said office, upon 
such petition. 

11. " That, before any petition is pre¬ 
sented to the House, for making, varying, 
abridging, extending, or enlarging any 
such cut, canal, reservoir, or aqueduct as 
aforesaid, or making or improving the na¬ 
vigation of a river, an estimate of the pro¬ 
posed expence of such undertaking, signed 
by the person or persons making the same, 
together with an account of the money 
subscribed for that purpose, and the names 
of the subscribers, with the sums by them 
subscribed respectively, be lodged in the 
Private Bill office of this House, and that 
the receipt thereof be acknowledged ac¬ 
cordingly by one of tbc clerks of the said 
office u[ion such petition. 

12. “That the Committee, to whom such 
petitionshall be rei'errcd.duexainine.in the 
first place, how far the preceding orders 
have been complied with, and do report 
the same to the House on the report of, 
such petition. 

13. •• That, in all Bills presented to th« 
House for making, varying, abridging, ex¬ 
tending or enlarging any cut, canal, reser¬ 
voir or aqueduct, or for making or im¬ 
proving the navigation of any river, pro¬ 
vision be made for compelling the persona 
who have subscribed towards carrying any 
such work into execution to make payment 
of the sums severally subscribed by them, 
and also to oblige the company, commis¬ 
sioners or trustees, to take security from 
their treasurer, receiver, or collector for 
the faithful execution of his office. 

H. “That there be seven clear days be¬ 
tween the first and second reading of such 
Bills.; 

15. “That, after any Bill for making any 
cut, canal, reservoir, or aqueduct, for the 
purpose of navigation, or for supplying 
any city, town, or place with water, or 
for varying, abridging, extending or en¬ 
larging any such cut, canal, reservoir or 
aqueduct already made, or for making or 
improving the navigation of any river, 
shall have been presented, and ten days at 
least before the Committee on such Bill 
shall sit, a printed copy of such Bill be 
deposited with the parish clerk of the se¬ 
veral parishes or places from, in, through, 
and into which any such cut, canal, reser¬ 
voir or aqueduct, or any such variation, 
abridgement, extension, or enlargement is 
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to b« made, for the iaspection 
ttad examination of all persons concerned, 
and ibal wiren days previous notice be 
given once in soiut: news-paper of the 
county, and a copy of such notice affixed 
on the cburcli door of every such parish 
or place, that such Bill will be deposited 
as aforesaid, 

16 " That evidence be adduced before 
the Committee lo whom the said Bill shall 
be comotiited, that the preceding Resolu¬ 
tion has been duly complied with, and 
that all owners and occupiers, or re¬ 
puted own* rs and occupiers, of the land 
from, in, through, or into which any such 
out, canal, reservoir, aipicduct, of naviga¬ 
tion, or any such variation, abiidgement, 
Extension, or enlargement, is intended lo 
be made, do personally attend the Com- 
luiilee to whom such Bill shull be com¬ 
mitted, or, if they do not attcrul, do give 
their certificate in writing, signifying that 
they h ive seen a printed copy of the saiil 
Bill, and do dissent thereto ; and that the 
band writing ta such certificate be proved 
by one or more witnesses before the said 
Committee ; and the said Coinmitlee shall 
report to the House, together with the Re¬ 
port of the said Bill, a li«t of the names 
of such persons as shall appear lo them to 
dissent to the said Bill. 

17. “That there be seven clear days be- 
tw'een the day on which such Bill is re¬ 
ported lo the House, and the day when 
the said Report shall be taken into consi- 
deratiotr. 

18. “ That, after such Bill is reported to 
the House, the Bill, as ain*-ndt‘d by the 
Coipmhtee, be printod at the expence of 
the parties applying for the same ; and be 
delivered at the door to the members of 
the House tinee clear days at b-ast before 
such Report shull be taken into conside¬ 
ration.” 

Ordered, That the Report do lie on the 
table, and be pi iuted. 

Rktition of Mb. Tknnaht utsi'LcTiNG 

THB liCEACHING OK CoTTON AN IJ LlNBN 

Goods, j Mr. Finlay presented a Pciitiuii 
from Chantis Teimant and Company, of 
Glasgow, Belting forth, 

“ That for many year.s past the bleach¬ 
ing of cotton and linen goods bus been 
much improved by the use of oxy’tnuriatic 
acid, after a nveihod invenud and brought 
to perfection by the petitioners; and that 
the must economical and convenient way 
of applying this acid is in (iombmation 
with lime, aud that the bleachers iu this 


country have been in use to prepare for 
themselves the combination of oxymuriatic 
acid and bme in a fluid form, alter a way 
inveined by the petiiioners under the name 
of bleaching li(|U 0 r; and that the peti¬ 
tioners first, and others, from tbeir-<-xam- 
plc, by preparing this substance*'.in a dry 
and very portable shape, have been en¬ 
abled to supply the bleacher on such 
terms as has induced him in a great mea¬ 
sure to give up the manufacture for his 
own use ; and that this substance, wdie- 
iher in a fluid form, as prefiared by the 
bleacher, or in the more convenient and 
portable shape of powder, as manufactured 
by the petitioners, is cbiefly composed 
from salt; and that, in Great Britain, to 
encourage the manufactures of the couri* 
try, the bleacher who makes oxy muriate 
of lime, whether in a fluid or diy form, 
for his own u.se, is allowed to draw hack 
the duly for all common salt used foi this 
purpose; and that the petitioners, and 
other manufacturers resident in Great Bri¬ 
tain, who make the article not for their 
own use but for sale, have not been al¬ 
lowed this advantage; but that, in Ire¬ 
land, both the bleacher and the separate 
manufacturer for sale have been allowed 
their common salt free of duly ; anil that, 
in consequence of this advantage enjoyed 
by the separate manufacturi rs of oxyniu- 
riate of lime in Ireland, this nos\ exten- 
sively-iwed bleaching article has been for 
some time, and is now, imported from 
Ireland and sold in this part of the empire 
at a rate below what British manufacturers 
can afford ; and that tiie petitioners, with 
tile other British manufacturers of this sub¬ 
stance, are therefore already, in a great 
measure, and are likeiy iu be soon utto- 
gether excluded from their own market; 
and that the petitioners in parlicuiar, who 
fust invented and established the manufac¬ 
ture, already find the utmost difficulty in 
supporting a very large and extensive 
establishment erected by them lor the 
purpose, and look forward with the greatest 
alarm to the total destruction of their pro¬ 
perty, if this unjust monopoly is continued 
in favour of Ireland ; and that, if it should 
appear proper to continue to the bleachers 
in Great Britain, who make the article fur 
their own use, a drawback of the duty on 
salt used by them, or to allow the manu¬ 
facturers of Irelaiid who prepare the ar¬ 
ticle for general sale, to import it into 
Great Britain duty fref?, the petitioners 
humbly hope that the 'British manufac¬ 
turer of tbe article will not- be excluded 
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from the equal protection 'of government, 
and that; the petitioners, wfio have e'k* 
pended their rortimes in inventing, im¬ 
proving, and establishing the manufacture, 
will not be rained by the encouragement 
granted by ghvernment to others, end re¬ 
fused to wem, and praying for relief." 

After a few words from Mr, W. Fitz¬ 
gerald, who said that the matter of the 
l*etiti(Hi was such as merited attention, it 
was ordered to lie on the table. . 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Thursday, June 23. 

Small Pox Prgvention Bill.] The 
order for summoning their lordships being 
read. 

Lord Borin^don, rose agreeably to his 
notice, to move the second reading of the 
Bill for the more eftectually preventing 
the spreading of the small pox. Adverting 
to what bad transpired the last time he 
had brought the sub}Wt before their lord- 
ships, he observed, the principle of the 
Bill did not seem to be impugned either 
by the noble and learned lord on the 
woolsack, or by another noble and learned 
lord not now in his place. The former 
principally alluded to certain obstacles 
which would be found in carrying such a 
measure into effect; and the latter cer¬ 
tainly questioned the propriety of some of 
the clauses. Under such circumatances 
he was induced to withdraw the Bill on 
that occasion. Fie was induced again to 
come forward, chiefly in consequence of 
his having received applications from dif¬ 
ferent parts of the country, and flrom dif¬ 
ferent quarters, many unknown to himself, 
earnestly soliciting that he would endea¬ 
vour to obtain some legislative provision 
to counteract the further spreading of the 
loathsome and dangerous disease in ques¬ 
tion. Under these impressions, he should 
feel it a dereliction of his public duty if he 
abstained from again bringing the sub¬ 
ject forward to the serious consideration of 
the House. The present Bill he considered 
as free from the objections ftyrmerly urged. 
With respect to its principle, he would 
not trespass again upon their lordships 
further than to observe, that a similar prin¬ 
ciple was established by various ^utes, 
and had been recognized at all perimls of 
the constitution. This appeared in the 
system of the old statutes respecting the 
plague, and also in that of the quarantine 
laws, which all went upon the preference 
, niven to the general safety over what were 
(VOL. XXVIII.) 


181 ^. [FS& 

termed tudividiial rights. The Bill, he 
observed, Te^ft a free option to all to .recur 
to either mode of iooctilatioo. The ob¬ 
ject of the clauses was merely of a pm» 
tective nature, and to the nature of these 
provisions his lordship generally referred. 
After again adverting. Dot more particu¬ 
larly, to certain points which were touched 
upon in the former discassion, the noble 
lord observed, that what had been asserted 
respecting the Vaccine Inoculation afford¬ 
ing only a temporary degree of protection, 
created an injurious degree of alarm upon 
the public mind : and it was proper and 
necessary every thing should be done in 
order to counteract the ill effects of so 
erroneous a supposition. The noble lord 
then referred to a declaration of the board 
respecting an assertion that the Vaccine 
Inoculation afforded a protection of three 
years only; and which solemnly alleged 
that such assertion was wholly without 
foundation. He trusted, under such cir¬ 
cumstances, their lordships would allow 
the Bill to go to a committee, in which 
the objection of any noble lord to the 
clauses and details of the measure could 
be regularly and freely discussed; more 
especially as no serious objection seemed 
to be entertained to its principle. He 
then moved that this Bill be now read a 
Second lime. 

The Lord ChanceUar shortly addressed 
the House upon the occasion. His re¬ 
marks were chiefly directed, in explana¬ 
tion of a part of the former discussion on 
the subject, which was particularly ad¬ 
verted to by the noble mover. He did 
not object to the Bill going to a com¬ 
mittee. The Bill was read a second time, 

Earl Stanhope said, be wished it to be 
understood, that by assenting to the Bill 
going to a committee, he was by no means 
bound to vote for the adoption of the Bill 
in its present shape. It would require a 
great alteration in the committee before 
.hS could approve it, notwithstanding the 
clauses respecting the red flags were left 
out. 

The Bill was ordered to be committed 
OB Monday. 


HOUSE OP COMMONS. 

Thursday, June 23. 

Lons CoGBBAMB.]; Th? Weaker, the 
moment he took the chair, addressed the 
House as follows :—l have to acqnaint 
the House that 1 last night received h letter 
ft*om lord Cochrane, dated from the King’s 
(K) 
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'Iknch prison, his iimocenc'e 

npna cert^ matters of which be bad late- 
iy be4n «6tiTict«d in the court of King's-' 
‘WiKi’hi Md desirihg that timely notice, 
'hrl9*t full opportunity of attending in his 
might be given to him, upon any 
l^lestion which might be brought forward 
Respecting bis conduct I haite thought 
’ft--my duty to return for answer, that ac- 
.'Cording.to the usage of parliament, timely 
notice, and a full opportunity of attending, 
will be given to any member of this House 
before any motion will be entertained in 
which be is immediately interested. 

-FLOGomc IN THK Aswtv.] Mr. Bennel, 
seeing a right hon. and leUrned friend of 
his in his place, wished to ask him if he 
had received any information of the case 
-of a soldier, the servant of the surgeon of 
a reghneiit, who, for some personal insult 
to his master. Was sentenced by a court 
martial ‘to receive .'100 lashes, but who, 
having received a hundred and odd, was 
' in such a state, that (the remainder being 
suspended) be lay for two hours on the 
ground, in a state of siiflering and insen¬ 
sibility ? If his right hon. and learned 
friend had heard of this circumstance, be 
wished to know what steps he meant to 
'> take with respect to it. 

Mr. Mamen Sutton replied, that the 
circumstance was perfectly new lo him, 
this being the first moment that, he had 
heard of it. Kor would his hon. friend 
and the House be surprized at this, when 
they knew that the individual in' question 
must have been tried by a regimental 
court martial, the returns of which were 
not sent to his office, unless when any 
complaint of the proceedings happened to 
be preferred. 

Mr. Benna trusted, that his right hon. 
and learned friend would cause enquiiy to 
be made into the circmnstances of the case. 

Mr. M. Sutton said, that if bis bon. 
friend wmild furnish him with the name of 
the party, be certainly would do so. 

THEPamcassof Walus.] Mr. Metkuen 
rose to make his promised motion, and 
•poke nearly as follows: 

- Sir;'although I deeply regret being 
under the-necessity once mere of address¬ 
ing you 00 a subject so painful and dis¬ 
tressing es the pieient situation of her 
- royal hfgbtiess tfao Princess of Wales, I 
Mael it my rbity to persevere in the obfMt 
^ which 1 have in view; intending, bow- 
^«ror, in deferenco to tbe opinion of the 
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Ifotnie, Os 'pretty distinctly expressed in 
the recent discussion on thiS'Oubject, not 
to retrace the steps which I took on that 
occasion, but to confine myselfto the ooii- 
sideration of her Royal Highness's income, 
and for that purpose alpDe shall.I 'call the 
attention of the House to the 'Oorrespond- 
ence of her Royal Highness with her Ma¬ 
jesty and his royal highness the Prince 
Regent, as the only parliamentary docu¬ 
ment on which the proceeding, which 1 
mean to propose, can be founded. Sir, in 
the same spirit of flefereoce to the opinion 
of the House, (nn opinion which, 1 trust, I 
shall never under any circumstances be 
so presumptuous as to undervalue or di'«re> 
gard,) which induces me to abstain from 
other matter, I shall endeavour to give a 
direction to that generous sentiment—the 
expremion of which on the late occa.sion, 
was so universal and so loud within these 
walls—that something ought to be done to 
ameliorate the condition of her Royal 
Highness. Sir, I do most deeply regret, 
and 1 am indeed astonished, that no step 
has been taken—that no coinmunicalion 
has been made to this House, in conse¬ 
quence of the memorable discussion to 
which I have alluded. I sincerely lament 
it; for much rather would 1 see the hand 
of government liberally and spontane¬ 
ously stretched forth on such an occasion, 
than that an act of bare justice should be 
wrung from it, by the voice of the parlia¬ 
ment and the country. But, since the 
temperate advice given to his Majesty's 
ministers by a right hon. gentleman op¬ 
posite, since the unequivocal expression of 
the sense of the House, since the delay 
that has occurred, have been unpi>oductiv« 
of any desirable event, if in the agitation 
of the subject unpleasant feelings should 
he excited, either in this House or out of 
it, let the blame rest with tho.se who, 
having the means in their fiower of stifling 
further discussion, by giving his royal 
highness the Prince Regent temperate and 
constitutional advice, and by telling him 
the real sense of the paHiament and the 
people, either neglected to avail them- 
sclvet of those means, or despised the ob¬ 
ject for the attainment of which they 
might have used them. There is no man 
who deprecates the necessity of such dis¬ 
cussions as the present more than myself; 
but while that necessity existt, I cannot 
avoid continuing to call the attention of 
the House to tW subject. No man la¬ 
ments more thaii myself, that miy thing 
iu tba shape of diuatisfiKctiop should 
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cloud ih« briUiaiiM of the piciept moment* 
But is it 4o be expected tbet, because 
others are bashing in the sunshine of bap- 
ptnesa* her royal highness the Princess of 
Wales is to be content in the cold shade of 
obscuilt}^ and neglect } Is the hour of the 
triumph that she is not permitted to par* 
take ^at in which she is likely to forget 
the unjust degradation Uiat she is en* 
during? What must the illustrious fo* 
reigners, so lately among us, have thought 
of British generosity, when they beard the 
disgraceful fact, that the allowance to her 
Royal Highness was so parsimonioos that 
she was unable to give them a welcome, 
or to appear belbre them in a way be* 
coming her exalted situation? Is such a 
circumstance consonant to the character 
of a feeling, of a liberal, of a high* 
minded nation ? Sir, 1 assert on the best 
authority, although I am almost ashamed 
to assert it, not only that her Royal High¬ 
ness is unable to maintain the dignity of 
her station, but that she is even without 
those comforts with which her habits have 
hitherto btnaiiiarized her. Let us forget. 
Sir, that this illustrious personage is a 
princess. I*et us consider the subject only 
as fathers or brothers. Let us contemplate 
our daughters or our sisters so branded, 
80 degraded. Let us ask our consciences 
if an innocent woman, thus deserted, has 
no claim on our defence and support?.— 
Sir, when the Princess of Wales married, 
she bad an allowance of 17, OOOi. a year 
from his royal highness the Prince 
of Wales, besides 5,0001. a year which 
she received from the Exchequer, In 
1800 bis Royal Highness sent her a mes¬ 
sage informing her, that in consequence 
of his own embarrassments he could allow 
her only I2,000f. a year. In 1809 his 
Royal Highness undertook to pay her 
Royal Highness’s debts, amounting to 
49,0001.; and to restore her annual allow¬ 
ance to its original auin of 17,000/. For 
nine years, therefore, her Royal Highness 
had 5,0001. a year less than when she re¬ 
sided at Carltou House, and bad no sepa¬ 
rate establishment to maintain. The con- 
aequenee was obvious. Her Royal.High¬ 
ness’s income was so inadequate to her 
expenditure, that in July last she was un* 
der the necessity of reducing her esta¬ 
blishment to aeven domestics, and of al¬ 
most entirely giving up seeing company. 
To this and other reductions; and to the 
enerouB and disinterested conduct of Mr. 
^ t. Leger, who bad instated on relinqoiah- 
.iog his falary, and wba, as well as ladies 
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Carnarvtgt 8 q 4 GieniMrvie, was no# with¬ 
out any salary wbaierer, were owing, the 
happy circom stance that at the present 
moment her Royal Highness did not owe 
a single shilling. Btit is this a siluatioa in 
which the future queen of tbia conotry 
ought to be left.? Ought she to depend 
for her freedom from actual pecuniary 
embarrassment, on the generosity, boff- 
ever magnanimous, of her Iioushela? 
The proposition which it is my intention 
to make on this subject is by no means un¬ 
precedented. In the case of the prinems 
Anne, in 1690, a grant was made by this 
House, not only without a message from 
the crown, but in direct opposition to 
the wishes of the crown. It is impos¬ 
sible, Sir, that the House can refuse 
to interfere. The only income which her 
Royal Highness possesses, independently 
of his royal highness the Prince Regent’s 
pleasure, is 5,0001. a year, a sum utterly 
insufficient to the maintenance of the dig¬ 
nity of her station. 1 cannot, liierefore, 
but anticipate a . favourable result to my 
motion. It is not a party question. It is 
a question of common justice to an indi¬ 
vidual, and that individual a female of 
the most exalted rank. But whatever 
may be the issue, I shall have the satisfac¬ 
tion of knowing that this is a duty which I 
have conscientiously undertaken. Had 1 
heard the slightest hint of any. intended ar¬ 
rangement or melioration of her Royal 
Highness's situation, I would have re¬ 
frained from any agitation of the subject; 
but not having received any intimation of 
tile kind, I had no alternative. If in the 
course of my observations 1 have alluded 
in strong terms to her Royal Highness’s 
situation, those terms have been forced 
from me by the strong conviction which 
I entertain of the unmerited hardships to 
which her Royal Highness has for a 
length of time been subjected. 1 cannot 
conclude. Sir, without assuring the noble 
lord how .mortified 1 am, immediately on 
his return to this place, and after the warm 
reception which he has so deservedly ex¬ 
perienced from the House and fsom the 
country, to require his attentum to a ques¬ 
tion, the consideration of wbieb, 1 have no 
doubt, must be as painful to him as it is 
to the nation at. large. Sir, 1 move, 
"That this House wtlL on Tuesday next, 
take into consideratihD the Correspond¬ 
ence comnumicated to the Speaker, on 
Friday, June 3, by her royal highnsu 
the Pcioecis of Wales.” 
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^lior^ rlpti^iS lo the following 

MB tBoehflWiged totbehon. gen- 
tlMmi for tbe kind manner in which he 
bMBBp^reued bimwlFwit'h respect to ine'; 
Bptf’14eel very happy at the nature of the 
iirnpositiun which the bon. |p!Btieinaii has 
Vrongbt forward, however, inconaiatent it 
nay die vfith his original liWe of proceed* 
ing. Perhaps, if courae which tbe 
bon. gentleman hM this evening taken,had 
been earlier adopted, many discussions on 
thisssbject would have been very desirably 
avoided. Bot certainly this is tlie first 
time that we have been told in parliament, 
that an extended provision for her royal' 
bfgkness she Princess of Walea^ is the ob* 
jeOt which her Royal Highness's friends 
bavorin view, and which they think cal* 
cniated to>set for ever at rest a question, 
which it bad been much belter for the 
honour and happiness of the country had 
never been agitated. But, Sir, although 1 
am disposed to confine myself as closely as 
possible to the question to which the hon. 
member has also limited himself, 1 will 
depart foom thatdry consideration as far as 
wHI be necessary to distinguish those 
topics, which have unfortunately been 
brought ,forward in this House—unfortu¬ 
nately, because the only tendency they 
can have, is to disturb the tranquillity of 
'the public mind, and by no means to ef* 
feet any advantage for tbe illustrious in* 
dividual to whom they immediately re* 
late. Sir, I bad almost resolved that 1 
would not be provoked by any question 
that might be raised, to become a party 
to a discussion on the affairs of the royal 
fiiroijy, to die regulation of which, liie 
functions of pariianfent are not competent 
to apply remedy. I should deeply deplore 
tbesituation in which parliament woald«be 
plaped,if we were obliged to listen to qoes* 
tions with respect to the royal family, the 
discussion of which, if they related to the 
humblest iadividnaisinthe land, would be 
oonsidered a grots fireach of delicacy and 
propriety. If there be any thing which 
OWiM derive tbe royal fMitily of all those 
aoiciul enjoyments se dear to human na* 
tore in every rank and condidon, it would 
be<<the dragging, forth into public view, 
nminr dhe pretext of tbe pnbiic interest, 
all-theinterseCoiroiHnstaBcesof their lives, 
the oxpiMt^on of which would not be to* 
formed by miy j^atc family in-theicoutt* 
try. Sir, I know tfoit it has been at- 
tompted to justify some receto attempts of 
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thisoatore, en the ground that bis Mejes* 
ty's ministers have neglected <to advise his 
royal htgbuess the Prince Regent to make 
a cummonication to the House 0n the sub* 
ject to which laflude. But, Sir, whaievor 
iiiforaiation her rc^al highdess ,the Prin> 
cess of Waies>Mwhatover information tbe 
world may have obtained through indirect 
channels on' that sobjees—"whatever con¬ 
fidential eommunicatiofis may have been 
made to foreign' powers with respect to it, 
yet, never could .any notice of such a 
transaction be given to parliament, until 
in its progress it had assumed such a shape 
as would allow of its reduction to a formal 
document. Sir, I am particularly anxious 
to remove an impression which has been 
endeavoured to be made by an attempt to 
confound two transactions which are in 
fact wholly separate, it has been insi* 
nuated, that tbe difficulties in the way of 
a marriage deeply interesting, not less to 
the people at large than to the illustrioas 
individuals more immediately concerned, 
are connected with supposed difficulties, 
arising out of tbe exclusion of her royal 
highness the Princess of Wales from the 
court; now this assertion is completely 
rebutted, by the fact that the negociation 
for tbe marriage was in active progress 
long after that exclusion. It was in ac¬ 
tive progress so late as the 10th of June, 
not only after tbe declaration of exclu¬ 
sion, but after the drawing-room had been 
held, from which her Royal Highness was 
excluded, atnl after the discussions in the 
House upon the subject. Ail this is suffi¬ 
cient completely to disprove the supposi¬ 
tion, that between the circumstances which 
1 have mentioned there exists uny connec¬ 
tion whatever. When4be hon. gentleman 
gave his notice of the present motion, I 
bad no ground for supposing that his ob¬ 
ject was that which my mind is very much 
relieved by -finding it is. 1 had no ground 
for supposing -that an increase ef her 
royal highness the Princess of Wales^s 
pecuniary means was tbe pmnt be had' in 
view. Sir. whatever dimcuky I might 
have felt on any other ground upon whiefa 
the dttouBsion of this evening might have 
rested, I have none upon this ; for I liavu 
no reason to suppose that at tbe present, 
more than at any preceding^ moment, it is 
tbe wislt of his royal highness -the Prince 
Regent to connect) -the feelings which 
arose out of his separation from her royal 
highoeu the Princess of Wales, with any 
duposHioi* to createior to suifor the exist¬ 
ence of embarrassoMati on iter part of a 
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pecuniary tiattarc« wfaiob can vrilh pro* 
priety b« reiaeved, itavas not, there* 
fore, to ’th» pert of the aubjecA that I 
•opposed the hon. gemieman would apply 
biiaeeC 1 bed apprehended that he would 
refer to tjjie Tetter of her Royal Highness, 
with a to found upon it some ciaini 
of right, as asserted in die letter itself; 
for really as to any addition to her Royal 
Highness’s incotae, the consideration of 
the letter is calculated to lead the atten* 
tion of the House from, rather than to that 
circumstance. It is as little mentioned in 
the letter as it was (as X am given to un* 
derstand) in the speech of the hon. gentle* 
man on a recent occasion, and in the 
speeches of the other hon. gentlemen 
who took a part in that discussion, with 
the exception of the hon. gentleman 
near the pillar (Mr. Tierney). 1 certainly 
did suppose, therefore, that the debate of 
the present evening would have taken any 
range rather than that to which 4 have 
had the satisfaction -to find it is the bon. 
gentleman’s object exclusively to confine 
it. I certainly did expect to hear asserted 
to-night the claim of her Royal Highness, 
as advanced in her letter, to be received 
at the drawing-room, as a matter of right. 
f>ir, if his Majesty’s ministers do that 
which it IS their duty not to do, or if they 
omit to do that which it is their duty to do, 
there is a power in this House to coirect 
them. From the controul of parliament 
there is no appeal but to the discretion of 
parliament. Wuhout going into any mi¬ 
nute constitutional inquiries, the fact is, 
that the moment we cease to possess the 
confidence of parliament, that moment 
our functions are at an end. But, Sir, it 
distinctly appears to me, that parliament 
and bis Majesty’s ministers will best do 
their duty to that country which we are 
all anxious to serve, by keeping within 
those limits which the constitution {Ke- 
scribes. The legitimate authority of par¬ 
liament will never be so respected or re¬ 
spectable,, as while we abstain from at¬ 
tempting to tie that which never can be 
practically executed without our having 
first fallen into an otter misconception of 
our duty. Any endeavour to regaiate the 
sovereign’a court*—to declare who shall or 
who shall not be there admitted, is of that 
description. Any thing so preposterous 
as to talk of her ^yal Highness’s " right” 
to be admitted to her Majesty’s drawing- ‘ 
room,' 1 sfaouid hardly have expected to 
find in any letter fromdter Royal High- 
jaesa, and atill less in a letter of so grave a | 


nature, that io^wded in the CorMspon* 
dence to which tbe' inoiion of the hop. 
gentleman refers. Her Majesty’s drawing* 
room is certainly ttie ptaee in which er« 
pay our duty^ to her M^eaty.}^ but 
theless, it is tbe^onrfeof tiie Sovereign. Xh 
is called by the King*# ofikers, and netdiy 
those of fite itueen, who tuefelv attend 
her Majesty^s right hand 4br tM pul^ioso 
of introducing the visitoni 
has nothing to do with the Sorm^eign’s 
court. They are not the fit judgns who 
ought to be received at that court, a»d 
who ought not—wito should be treated 
vriih k'indnest, and wbo with indifierenee. 
It is not essential to the Sovereign thsU: he 
should have a court at all. If the Sove¬ 
reign were compelled to receive or to 
deny tiiose whom his ministers or parlia¬ 
ment chose that be should so receive ey 
deny, bis situation would indeed be most 
degradingly miserable and abject. He 
would not enjoy that freedom in his court, 
to which the meanest individual in the 
land was entitled in bis own habitation. 
In his court, as in his family, the Sove¬ 
reign is unquestionably die fit master of 
his own regulations, and has the undoubted 
right to receive whom, and when, and 
how he pleases. 

Sir, I know that attempts have been 
made to connect the motives which have 
operated on the mind of the illustrious 
person now exercising the sovereign 
authority in this country, in the late tran¬ 
saction, with the supposed revulsion of 
feeling which he experienced at the time 
that his royal Father directed that her 
royal highness the Princess of Wales 
should be received at Court. I deny that 
there is any proof direct, or by inference, 
of such .a connection. Whatever may 
have been the feelings of his Royal High¬ 
ness which occasioned the separation of 
the royal pair (and I am sure no man 
more deeply laments that separation than 
myself), the fact is, that be bar] met her 
Royal ['lighness in the drawing room long 
after the event to which I have alluded. 
But, Sir, no one who has observed any 
thing of the course of pubiie «vent« ainco 
that perto<l, con remain unconvinced that, 
either by design wr by^ misconduct, cir- 
, cumstances have assumed a very difierent 
complexion from 4hat which \bey then 
bore. Her Royal Highness has been mada 
the vehicte-ef direct insult on the character 
and* eonduct of his royal highness the 
Prince Regent, exercising the sovereignty 
of the country* It is impomible to die* 
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tbe fajet«;&bat flu'gpiw h'ftv« bpen per* 
Wtied[,40 «ppr.»B<^h ber BoyaJ Highness 
who Jtave besD detected inecahai ihrotigh 
4ibft Mkedivin of the.press, for the purpose of 
deonading. the royal .fomily in general, 
fp4’«imorO'particularly of ‘ViUi'ying the 
illmtciotis ,individual at t|Mi. head of the 
flifttlitj. and of attempting to debase him in 
tile eyes of his family, of his country, and 
etecNof bis cbildfen. $ 
i- it never could be osaintained as a prin¬ 
ciple, continued the ncdile lord, that a 
person ought to be admitted to court who 
^d not fufiicient hcmness to prevent her¬ 
self from being made the vehicle of the 
niOBt illiberal attacks againA the sovereign 
of ,the country. It must not, by any 
pteeiu, be supposed that the exclusion of 
Uie Priaoess m Wales from court rests 
now on the same grounds as it did on a 
former occasion, when his Majesty was 
pleased to admit her again to court, after 
the investigation of a subject of a very 
diflPerent nature. His Majesty’s ministers 
were disposea to rest the case on the 
ground of the facts which really existed, 
Eyeiy man in the House and in the country 
psust-feelundisgoised the misfortune which 
i am compelled to admit, that from causes 
which cannot now be explained, and which 
the House are but little likely to under¬ 
stand in their bearings, or to be able to 
heal—in point of fact the separation is as 
complete and final, and as hopeless, with 
respect to remedy, as any transaction in 
human society can be supposed to be. 1 
cannot, therefore, suppose that the diffe¬ 
rence will, at any future period assume a 
different result; but 1 think it will admi¬ 
nister some light to the House on the pre¬ 
sent occasion, without looking minutely 
into tlie transaction, and without endea- 
Touring to come to an understanding of U 
iii.,atl). Its bearings, to learn the fact, that 
the view which 1 now take of this unfor¬ 
tunate variance, is that which was taken 
by bis Majesty. His Majesty considered 
U so hopeless a roalter ever to bring the 
parties together with any thing like satis- 
foction to their own feelings, that be viewed 
ijt in the light of a DaisfortOBe which had 
arrjred fo such a degree of faeJgbtf Utat it 
was in vaui to think, by any djacuaaioD, to 
put a« «nd to it, and the only thing n^at 
remidiapil -to he dope was to see how the 
mauer/eoidd 'be.tnaiiaged in the way least 
ppmfui to tfae.partin wbn were thje object 
of it. Witjbehl being considered a# yery 
foi^rd in laying bef<we the House infor- 
^j,pa$ya» ,witb respect to a transaction of so 
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paiofu) a nature,. I trust 1 shall he excused 
for stating to them, that there is in exis¬ 
tence a solemn instrument, signed by the 
parties, approved of by his Ms^sty, and 
to which the ngnature of his Msjesty ta 
adhibited, as well as that of th$> greatest 
part of the ministers of that ffiky. This 
instrument provides fur a distinct establish¬ 
ment to the Princess of Wales, and admits 
the fact of the separation being inevitable 
—[Here the noble lord was asked across 
the table the date of this instrument i .He 
answered 1309.]—The King knowing all 
the circumstances of this disagreement, 
and as the bead of his family, and from his 
moral character, being the person best 
({aalified to form a judgment respecting it, 
considered the separation as so complete, 
that he lent his sanction, as sovereign and 
father, to the separation. The Princess of 
Wales accepted the arrangement which 
was then made satisfactory to herself, and 
undertook to live on the income which was 
allowed her without incurring any further 
debts. Without meaning to contend that 
what was a satisfactory sum at that period 
was one which ought not to be unsatis¬ 
factory now, or without going so far as to 
say, that if the House is inclined to think 
that a more liberal allowance ought now 
to be made to the Prince.ss of Wales, a 
new arrangement should not be entered 
iiil^ 1 trust, before 1 conclude, I shall have 
established this fact, that whatever may 
be the feelings of the Prince of Wales, as 
to the circumstance of living with her, he 
never wished to visit on her the conse¬ 
quences of the disagreement in a pecuniary 
shape. In ItiOi), when the feelings of bis 
Royal Highness must be supposed to have 
been warmest on this subject, he came 
forward himself to pay her debts, and 
those debts were paid out of his own in¬ 
come. There never was, I am fully eon- 
vinerd, a foeling in his Royal Highness’s 
mind, that any thing like money ought to 
be a q uestiou between them. At the period 
of ] 809 (for, as was stated by the bon. 
gentleman in consequence of tbe reducliop 
of tbe Prince of Wales’s income, tbut of 
the Princess of Wales bad been reduced to 
12,000b which with 5,0001.-she received 
out of the Exchequer, made in aUl7j,00()l.} 
be found her in debt, and that the income 
which she received l^d xnoi been sufficient 
to keep her out of debt- At that time bis 
Royid Highneu «u|id, nxher than this 
should he thrown,on the public,^be was 
ready to take on. himself .the payment of 
her debts, and to add $^0001, tober income. 
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‘iDHkiiig it in all 22»000/. proVfded that he 
had ahy reasonable assurance, that no debt 
contracted hy her should in future be 
brought {brward against hit Royal High- 
-nen. Rather than bring this subject 
before* D|siiliment, be consented to pay 
her debt^^nd to grant an addition to her 
income to secure her from the necessity of 
contracting debts in future; I trust the 
House will feel the delicacy with which 
the Prince of Wales acted in thus with¬ 
holding from parliament and the public* 
the discussion of this subject. At this 
time there was a solemn deed prepared, 
assuming the separation of the parties, 
which gave bis Royal Highness the 
security of his Majesty and his Majesty’s 
ministers, that he should be freed from 
future debts on making the proposed addi¬ 
tion to the income of the Princess of Wales. 
This addition was then accepted as suffi. 
cient. At the time 1 allude to, the Prince 
of Wales had an income of 120,000/. 
which, after deducting the property lax, 
amounted to 108,000/. From the high 
and delicate regard of his Royal Highness 
to the interests of his creditors, although 
many of his debts were contracted at a 
period of life which rendered them ex¬ 
tremely questionable, he devoted the sum 
of 40,000/. annually towards the payment 
of his debts. After deducting lbe property 
tax, and the sum set apart for the pay¬ 
ment of his debts, the revenue of the 
Prince of Wales amounted to 70,000/.; 
but even before the addition to which 1 
have alluded, 12,000/. out of that 10,0001. 
was paid to the Princess of Wales, so that 
the 5,0001. additional allowed in 1809, 
with that 12,000/. made in all a deduction 
of M,QO0l. from the income of the Prince 
of Wales, reducing it to 53,000/. The 
debts of the Princess of Wales amount¬ 
ed to 49,000/. (they amounted in reality 
to 80>000/. but they bad been reduced to 
the former sum in consequence of a grant 
Unom the droits of A^iralty); and the 
Prince took that debt on himself, and un¬ 
dertook farther to set apart 10,000/. a year 
to liquidate that debt, deducing himself to 
the sura of 43,000/. of income; as Prince 
of Wales; and this, with 13,000/. which j 
he derived from the duchy of Cornwall, i 
was the whole sum on which he was re- < 
doced to live. 1 have no doubt that the 
House will agree with me in thinking that 
he made a' very large provision for the ; 
Princess 1 # Wsiea, when his own income ! 
was merely 53,000/. in allowing her 
S7,000/, a year. Howler the House may 
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feel with velvet to adeqatey >of thik 
income at the present period, whethei'eho 
is now liberaHy pre^dded for or I 
question if ever there was a husband 
made greater sm!rilices for tha-cmnfortub^ 
establishment of irkf wife than 4lie Prince 
of Wales then did. However the coitditi^ 
of his -Royal Highness may be torteiws^ 
and whatever unfavourable constvoctidni 
may be put on it, 1 defy any perscH^tU 
say that he ever betrayed any coing of a 
vindictive nature towards her,- or Ihe 
smallest wish to interfere with her soefo} 
comforts. On the contrary, be madl 
sacrifices which no other husband in the 
land, bad be been brougbt before parlhk- 
ment, would have been called on to make. 
So far from the existence of the colour' of 
mind which has becst falsely atlriboted'^e 
his Royal Highness, if he could have poi^ 
sibly increased her income without befog 
supposed to be truckling with the base 
attacks which were continually made on 
him, he would not have waited for the 
suggestion of bis ministers, had she -dis¬ 
entangled herself from the base- cabal by 
whom she was surrounded. With- the 
greatest satisfaction he would have entered 
into the feeling of her wants himself—and 
not have suftered his family to be dragged, 
as it has been, before the public. His 
Royal Highness has not made the addition 
hitherto, and the Honse will see why h« 
did not. He was not disposed to perform 
an act of indulgence, till be had performed 
an act of justice ; or to give that to the 
Princess of Wales which her creditors had 
a title to enjoy. Till the month of Ja¬ 
nuary in this present year, the 10,000/. 
annually has been applied in extinguishing 
the 49,000/.; and his Royal Highness 
considered that her creditors bad a claim 
on him for that sum. I have not seen, till 
the present day, any moment when'bis 
Royal Highness could, with propriety, 
lend himself to any object of a pecuniary 
nature, which the Princess of Warn 
might have had in View—-and when -that 
object was masked and covered by attucka 
against the Prince Regent. ' Aim 'fo my 
opinion his Royal Higbnestfo -vninistera 
would have disgraced biM, tfod they'ad- 
vised him to listen to «ny questittn of a 
money nature’ when bit honour was at4 
tacked. It was our duty to brave all tfaeab 
attaeka; but in a coue^ like Great BHmiit 
—aconmryoftrttthandjustice—wefoftdmK 
a monteirt'mtfoi'come when the truth would 
be appareim—when justice would be done 
to the aentimenis of his Royal Highness-^ 
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ftll4 when i*« wight with pr^pitiel^ c«dl 
wn the ^Myc4t«i.io eay, if money was their 
objects whether it bM ever been refused ? 
tnd when we might assert that there 
its^avat a feeling in bis Royal Highness’s 
i» make the Crown an instrument 
Im.gAaeing the Princess of Wales in an 
Uppomfor-table and embarrassed situation. 
^-Sirf it.is with the greatest struggle of 
wW. that I have been able to bring my« 
self to trespass so long on the attention of 
the House. But if there is any regard in 
the House for the family which thought 
liberty with it into this country, and pre¬ 
served it amidst all the struggles which 
have rent and torn so many other parts of 
the world, they will not lend themselves 
te as attempt to degrade that family in the 
s^es of the nation> and sufler their names 
to be bandied about, in away which would 
not be tolerated in the case of tiie meanest 
family in the Cftontry, With respect to 
the hon. member’s suggestion, I have no 
objection to meet any proposal which 
may be hereafter made on the part of the 
Princess of Woles; but 1 must object to 
the.present motion, as being so little cal¬ 
culated tp lead to the object which the 
hon. member ..pFc^csses to have in view, 
because 1 am satisfied that nothing advan¬ 
tageous could grow out of it, and that, on 
the contrary, it would be the means of 
introducing those circumstances of degra¬ 
dation which we all lament should ever 
have been brought before the House or 
the country. It is impossible, therefore, 
tbatonihe part of the crown I should ever 
give my consent to a proposition so little 
expected as that of the imn. gentleman, 
ano so Hule agreeing with the shape 
which be now gave to the question. But 
if it is the feeling of parliament, that the 
establishment of the Princess of Wales 
should be placed on a footing more agree- 
nble to her reelings, and suitable to her 
rank, and if this- question shall be sepa¬ 
rated from those circumstances under 
which it haa hitherto been veiled, } have 
no hesitation ..m saying, that I shall, ou a 
future day, be enahJod to give that consent 
•which is necessary on •' the joart of the 
hrpwn to give efiect tit the wtsbes of the 
Hfose, In doing this, the House wiH, I 
have-no doubt, feel, that they aiw doing' 
little »we than tos Royal llighneal bos 
ulready><i.dooe out' of his limited means, 
when the foHings ef reluctance towards 
-PrioceMe Wales mutt have been in 
fittl forces awd. if the arrangement, 
wfrieii’ be hetexfier given, has not 
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taken place earlier, it is merely because 
those who conceived themselves, or pre* 
tended to be, tlm friends of the. Princess 
of Wales, advised her to claim that ar¬ 
rangement on .'grounds which were not 
tenable, or because they had''objects 
in view; and that it is only> ^w, when 
they ware pleased to be more candid, after 
doing irreparable mischief, byamnecessa- 
rily agitating the feelings of his Royal 
Highness and the country, that such a 
proposal could with any propriety be lis¬ 
tened to. On these grounds, 1 must resist 
the present motion, but, as 1 have already 
stated, 1 shall, on a foUire davj be autho¬ 
rized to give the consent of the crown, to 
such reasonable addition to the income of 
the Princess of Wales, as shall seem to 
meet the sense of parliament. 

Mr. Melhvm said, it had not been his 
intention, in moving for a grant of money 
fur the separate establishment of the Prin¬ 
cess of Wales, in a manner suitable to her 
dignity, to give up the claim of her Royal 
IJighttess to appear in the drawing room. 
He was glad, however, to hear from the 
noble lord, that it was his intention to 
agree to this grant to her Royal Highness; 
and with a view tolthe furtherance of that 
object, he would consent to withdraw his 
motion. 

Mr. WhitWead rose atid said ; 

Before I can give my consent to 
the motion of the hon. member being with¬ 
drawn, I feel it incumbent on me to take 
some notice of several things which have 
fallen from the. noble lord opposite. The 
noble told has hardly done justice to the 
Prince of Wales and Regent; bebasbardly 
done justice to himself and bis fertner cel- 
leagues ; and he has done the greatest 
injustice to tfie nation, whom he has de¬ 
scribed as acting m a cabal against the 
Prince Regent. (Cries of No, noi,from 
the opposite side of the House,') The 
noble lord’s words, whatever may have 
been their meaning, were as general as 
those I have imputed to him.. The aeble 
lord was tdso pleased to make use ef Mme 
expressions, which I feel it my duty to 
animadvert on; he was pleased to call 
myself, and those who act with me, the 
friends of the Princess of Wales in this 
House, and to state thsft we had objects 
in view which we 4«rsi not avow. He 
was pleased to state, that tbo object of all 
the motions' which on former occarioos 
have been made relating to the subject 
now before the Houm, were idl neither 
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mtfre mr less 4b«n a ni^ for <^tvtring 
roonej?. I 4<>» Pn my own paA ipoM so- 
lenjuify declare, lhat I'never bad any aucb 
object IQ view, as tJbat ioipntjad to me by 
ibe noble lord j aod 1 do farther scIcniDly 
declare;tl||^f IViacess of Wales has never 
had any object in view, from i^c that 
rooinent that 1 had an opportunity ofiknow- 
ing in any manner what her scntimciUs or 
wishes were, im to the present day. i 
therefore disclaim, on the part tlipse 
gentlemen wim have been in this toauier 
‘aspersed along with me, that we ever had 
any other object in view, than the vindi¬ 
cation of iter honour from the persecution 
with which she was assailed, and whidt 
the noble lord bow contrives to turn into 
a persecution carried on against the Prince 
Kugent. I do declare, on the part of her 
Royal Highness, tliat it is her honour 
alone which it has been, and is, our endea¬ 
vour to defend, and that no person on her 
part was ever^mpowe-red to barter for any 
means in tlie power of the noble lord to 
propose, what her right entitled her to. 
Can 1 fail being astonished to hear the 
noble lord say, that the sovereign of this 
country possesses an undoubted right to 
receive or refuse those who may appear 
at court, and to stigmatize those who may 
appear, by the withholding from th#m bis 
grace and favour, or otherwise f When 
the minute was drawn up, to which the 
names of the noble lord and his colleagues 
were affixed, advising the King,to receive 
tbe4^rincess of Wales at court, was it not 
because they knew that this was the con- 
stituiional mode of proclaiming the inno¬ 
cence of her Royal JHigboess to the world ? 
Is there any other constitutional way m 
which,the mittisters could advise, and the 
Ej^gent execute, the wishes of bis rc^,al 
father } la,he.not Qt present executing the 
government in..tJbe henm And rni the be¬ 
half ^pf Rts JAajesty ^—^though the noble 
lnr4 would BOW have qs forget and lose 
slghi nf ^ia Majesty, and consider, in 
fhtune, only the ^clings and w.Mtos of the 
Prince Reigenvand not in to look 

to the King, i confess 1 atp soriMrhtod at 
the. conduct the noble lord, and lM>e 
who, along wi^ him, advised the Kwtg^to 
ptochum (hef innocence, by receiving her 
into the <lfawtog’’i'CPm. 

4 timtbef|>hirt of the noble joed’sppeeeh* 
in which he tolhs pf the cahaU ibmentcid by 
her royal. h^htiisfrBghiflA^ the Prince Re¬ 
gent, leemsito hto not-a little exiraordi- 
nary* Hax the .qmbie lord then fprg<^tonr— 
SBce I am if the noble lord has fnrgolhub 
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tion which to i|^ oii ahat pccaspoij^ 

—has he %lhtt<iW that, about a lw4v«- 
monih gieniMiJi^y interfered jU# 

rescue her my^ fropt • eab^j 

by which h«r honour pad ^ ,weto 
threatened ? Has he fpi^tea all the 
cumstances .v^ich .tooFfdace upon 
occasion ? I am d.eceived ^ the nohle 
did apt go the length .upon that ocr^pfi 
of tendering bis resignation to the 
Regent, if an and shoulfi npt be jto 
the nnwocthy proceeding then set,an 
against the pripcess of Wales. Wa^ Itot; 
the .noble lord theti aware of a conspirgu^ 
against the .princess of Wales ? And wheat 
the noble lord talks .nf the press heiug 
employed as a vehicle of calmpoy agjiihat 
tlte Prince Regent, does fis fbiget bow t^e 
press was on that occasion ,em|kloyAd 
against a woman who had Ipst hgr 
friends and protectors! The noble lord 
had credit wUh the country at that time 
lor the goodness of bis intentions, and for 
having saved iier^yal Higbnessfrom that 
unworthy persecution. The noble lord 
laid great stress pn the circnmstancB of 
her Royal .Highness being b^et by what 
he called improper advisers. When a 
person has been so treated as the Princesa 
of Wales has been ; when those who once 
assisted her with their counsels have sdl 
fled pud gone ffom her, » it tp be W9d" 
dered at, that a person so destitnto And 
abandpitod as she h^s be^n, ahould he ap¬ 
proached by persons not worthy of her 
conhtlenoo! When those persans .whom 
she .supposed worthy of hmr con&leACo 
had proved tbem^^iaes not worthy, would 
the noble lord now .wish to pitrsaade tlie 
Houso thatthey ought to visU toe iniquities 
of those friends on that <lefw>‘ted apd d«e- 

fencelfso wonsan? But the House, I truA 
will not peemit it. 

With,toward,to toe fights of her Royal ^ 
Highness, the noble Imrd onhes fqrwafdl 
and tolls us, that .she has no .right#, and 
thatahe is entkely,dependant on her 
hand. TBen her J^yal High^tfis .ipvton 
only pmaon ip toe county to M^in no 
protection can be Hbdus tohn 

exposed .to the mercy er jih«to?tor vm- 
dhaiye feelings may^ie uMtortained against 
her,and that Withput idle least hnpa of re* 
dressl A*moBg thd hhtodngs which tod 
cpoidey, through toi»iB^se,etooya, 
as muchpijto^to toe {HtoUcity ofdjniBtto- 
aio<i,. ai.tOviis jets, that we are indehtjd for 
omr aecnidty and freedom. toat it 

fl. |<rtou publicity that the . fsilNy of toe 
(X) 
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Princess of Wales is to be attribateil; tjiat 
it was owing fo the- discussion in this 
HOtase, that there was broagbt to the 
«1taoieledge of the noble lord, and of the 
country, the proceedings of the cabal 
sSi^lch be tbeh checked. And 1, who then 
interfered accidentally in the debate, shall 
fhirays look back with a degree of satis¬ 
faction to that interference, when 1 con* 
eider that I was ohe of the instrumeiiU of 
-her salvation. Bat is it fair in the noble 
lord, after all these' proceedings, in which 
he bore so conspicuous a part, to come 
forward to the House and say, that the 
only object of the Princess of Wales has 
Veen to obtain money, sad that she and 
'‘Ver friends were now taking off the mask ? 
I do declare, that I never had in the least 
degree a compensation in money in view ; 
and if I were asked if any sum could be a 
compensation to the princessof Wales, for 
the feelings of mortification which she 
bas experienced, I would' #ithout hesita¬ 
tion say, that all the wealth in the world 
was in my estimation insufficient. And 
when the noble lord repeats, that there is 
nothing vindictive in' the treatment of the 
Princess of Wales—1 wilt ask the noble 
lord, imerdicted ns she has been from all 
communication between her and. her 
nearest relations at present in this country, 
what name he would give to this treat¬ 
ment ? i will ask him, if he considers it" 
nothing to be excluded from all “the joy, 
from all the scenes of festivity/which are 
the consequence 6f the establishment of 
peace throughout Europe 1 If now, when 
she is bereft of her father, who bore a part 
in the great battles of his time, and who 
fell in the service of Europe, her nearest 
relations have gone from the country 
without seeing her, and the whole to her 
has been a scene solitude and mortifi¬ 
cation, is this not to be considered* as a 
punishment inflicted on her Royal High¬ 
ness f Does the noble lord think the 
Princess of Wales has no claim to any 
thing but fOMaasy f—that dhe ought to fore¬ 
go her otijier rights ?i—4oe6 be contend that 
' she has nb right. to be present at the 
’ noptialkof her daughterfw^tbatshe has not 
'*flie tvgbt to be crowned as dOmoxt of 
Bngiaiid, wheu the event happens which 
may call' for such a coronation f ’ If the 
PfieiiiMS of Waleapossesses a sparkOf dig- 
nifiediimlihg. no sum on earth Wilt ever 
purdHaie her the deiel'iction of those 
fights. mMim would the country be 
Dientod diiat few'any iocome whatever 
ie should mrego those rigfatt. 
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The noble lord has talked a breat deal 
of the debts of the Princess of Wales, and 
of the liberality of the Prince of Wales; 
and I do not memi to reproach him with any 
want of generosity before be came to be 
Regent. But twice before'‘the-'i^ince of 
Wales applied to parliament for'money ; 
and, during these late years, we have been 
from year to year providing for the defi¬ 
ciencies of the Civil List, and we are now 
conniving at a great excess of the Civil 
List in the demonstration of joy which we 
have been witnessing. In talking of the 
debts of the Princess of Wales, therefore, 
it surely never could be the intention of 
the noble lord to induce us to consider it 
as a matter of blame or accusation against 
her. .She became once, it is true, involved 
in debt; but after the experience which 
she had, she profited by it; and when 
she found that from the increase of the 
price of the necessaries of life, retrench¬ 
ment became necessary, she met the ne¬ 
cessities of the times by that retrenchment; 
and she was enabled to do this by the af¬ 
fectionate conduct of her servants to her. 
This conduct, on the part of her royal 
highness, enables p^ie now to say to the 
public what the bon. mover has already 
stated, without any communication with 
her on the subject, but from the enquiries 
which he has made, that she does not at 
present owe one farthing in the world. Is 
not that circumstance creditable to her 
Royal Highness ? Is there any person to 
whom the country equally looks up, who 
can say the same thing ? Notwithstanding 
what has been stated by the noble lord, 
that the House should not feel itself treated 
with disrespect in regard to the in¬ 
tended marriage, when the sovereign of 
the Netherlands communicated to his 
people that a marriage wus concluded be¬ 
tween his son and the heirefo of the British 
throne, and when a coromunicatibn l^ad 
even been made to the Princess of Wales 
by the person who was to be ^r future 
sou-in-law, is it too much io say, that we 
alsohadarightto asimilarcommunication ? 

Tbaitoble lord tells us, that though ithas 
bee%;^1ikSBerted, that the marriage was 
broken ofi‘tii consequence of the refusal to 
admit the Princess of Wales to the draw¬ 
ing room, the marriage, was not in reality 
broken off'^Ull after the alFaif of the draw¬ 
ing room was passed by, and that H Md 
no connection whatever with^ini roptuVe. 
I do not biyself believe itnbt it had. 
Having beard this rumoured, as the cause 
why the marriage was at an end, 1 was at 
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some pains to make enquiries into the 
subject, ami. in consequence of the infor¬ 
mal ion I so acquired, 1 am led to believe 
that the marriage was broken oiT on ac¬ 
count of the present situation of the 
Princess ofWaies. If so, the situation of 
her Roj/fa Highness becomes of the 
greatest political importanceto the nation; 
and it is impossible to separate that situa¬ 
tion from the political relations of the 
country. When the noble lord tells os 
that the alTaiis of her Royal Highness 
* ought no more to be dragged before the 
House than those of any other individual in 
the country, 1 answer, that it would be 
impertinent in any individual to intrude 
his airairs, or the affairs of any other per¬ 
son, on the attention of this House, and 
that therefore they cannot, and ought not 
to he discussed in it, but when the affairs 
of the royal family are brought forward, 
it is because that faiprly is the property of 
the nation. 

When the noble lord asserts that the 
House of Brunswick gaVe os our liberties, 
he forgets that we possessed liberties be¬ 
fore they svere called to the throne: he 
forgets that we selected that House, not to 
bestow, but to maintain our liberties. 
With such notions the noble lord seems ill 
calculated for one of the advisers of a 
Biitish sovereign; and if he should on this 
cr any other occasion recommend his 
prince not to satisfy the loyal and reason¬ 
able wishes 111 hib people, let him beware 
of the responsibility that be takes upon 
himself, by pursuing a line of conduct so 
unconstitutional. Of all others the noble 
lord appears most calculated to du justice 
to the feelings of the |>eaple of England: 
it is not long since, on his arrival in this 
country, and od his entrance into this 
House, after the completion nf events of 
great political importance, be was greeted 
by all parlies with the warmest applauses. 
I>id the noble lord feel within his heart 
the proud reflection of meriting those ap¬ 
plauses ; did not his breast swell with con¬ 
scious pride f Surely he could not have 
felt it, or if he did it is bat an ill compli¬ 
ment to call the same universal ebdIHtion 
of popular lentiment, when directed in 
disapprobation of any proceeding, by the 
opprobrious epithets of cabal and con¬ 
spiracy, Under these circumstances, 
when it is known that the Princess of 
Wales cannot subsist upon the income al¬ 
ready allowed, 1 should be glad to see the 
House of Commons adopt her by voting an 
•ugmentatioo, but never let it be given— 
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rather l^t her Itoyal Highness sufiTer all 
that penury can inflict, than bestow it—as 
(he purchase of any of the undoubted 
rights she possesess. ^ Never let us hear 
of such base cooimotation.* Her Royal 
riighness never entertained such de¬ 
graded notions, and before 4Sod 1 protest, 
that for one moment they never in¬ 
fluenced me. Let the noble lord reoolleet 
a former occasion when the Princess of 
Wales was dragged before the public 
and the House; let him recoliectiMt at 
that moment a change of administration 
took place, and that he continued a col¬ 
league of the individual who was at the 
head of the government until the day of 
his death; and then I ask him how he 
can arraign us, with common justice and 
decency, for doing that now which be 
and his colleagues were then about to 
effect ? 

But it should seem from the statement 
of the noble lord, that an opportunity has 
never been affiirded to tlie Prince Regent, 
or to bis advisers, to perform that which 
DOW the noble lord expresses his willing¬ 
ness to recommend. Was no opportunity 
afforded of increasing the income of-the 
Princess of Wales at the time the Re¬ 
gency was established, before any of 
these discussions had taken plate i Aye, 
but replies the noble lord, the Prince 
Regent ought not to do an act of justice 
under such circumstances. Why? Be¬ 
cause it would seem as if he truckled to 
the debates that have taken place in par¬ 
liament—as if be yielded to the cabals and 
conspiracies that were formed throughout 
the country. 1 remember that a right bon. 
gentleman, whom 1 lament that 1 do not 
nnw see in his place, and whose advice we 
should have all been glad to receive (Mr. 
Canning), on a former occasion, when it 
was snid that the time might hereafter 
come, when it would be necessary to 
make some parliamentary provision, re¬ 
proached the tiuble lord with not having 
made an adequate provision for the 
Princess of Wales on the establishment of 
the Regency. Why, I ask aggin, did not 
the noble lord then advise iti Was not 
that an opportunity? Why did he not 
avail himself of it, especially if he knew 
that the separation between the Prince 
and Princess of Wales was final, con- 
elusive and irremediable ? The noUe 
has raid a great deal to prove the impos¬ 
sibility of these royal personages ever re¬ 
uniting; that an insnperable barrier is 
raised : we cannot bat lament Uie fact* 
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l)ut it is not whal the c(Ai«ti"y rfesiret tr 
(fcmancts: ii is not for (haf />ur|>oso that 
the Hun^e of Cdfatrooni mte^fertl-^no; 
auesti^ ()f this nature wooM ever hate 
peCQ ^rhagbt (orwani, if cutnmoa justice 
Ktd bwD done, or if rnmmon decorum 
£id k^psihsifirvvil, and ail parties would 
year h ive been spared the repetition, 
>Mbe Piinctt Uegent, or hU advisers, from 
wnom it is impossthie to separata him, had 
Pipt designedly put updn the Princess of 
Wales an indignity, which aii almost 
broken spirit could never brook, and the 
eftl'ct of ■which wc are endeaVourihg to 
prevent. There are achings of the heart 
for which there i:* no remedy ; there are 
wounded ieeiiiigs for which there is no 
ballta, fur which all interference, all aid is 
Taifl; but as long as in this liousp we re¬ 
tain a power of expressing our srntiments, 
in spite of all the taunts that may be 
tbiownont, and all the odium that may be 
incurred, I shall continue to give a vent to 
my feelings ; as long as ^here remains to 
parliament, that power of succouring all, 
from the highest to the lowest, 1 sh di, I 
hop^, without fear, plead the cause «>i the 
injured: the 'Ptincess of ^Vales is an in¬ 
jured woman; she is not so high as to be 
above the reach of parliament, nor is she, 
rlor can she be so low, as to he beyond its 
power to do her justice. These ate the 
considerations that have iuHuenced roe 
tbrtiugbout my conduct. 1 have no 
motive but that of pi oteciing the unjustly 
oppressed, 1 have uttered no word, and 
have been parent to no sentiment upon 
this occafiion, which I shall ever disavow, 
or from the maiuti nance of which I shall 
ever shrink. 1 shall be glad to see the 
House of Commons adopt the Princess of 
Wales, by giving her that protection 
which her innocence and her deset tion 
claim: let it augment her income, but 
1 protest in the name of justice, against de¬ 
priving her of any of the few rights, that 
itiav remain to her in her present forlotn 
and pitiable toodition; if the House does 
not make any provision for her, she must 
be rnusidetilsd In future as an unhappy 
female, deserted by her natural protectors, 
•"Reserved by parliament and the eogntry. 
What I requiie for her Royal Highness is, 
tbatnsloiig as she maintains that character 
wbitb abe has been pronounced from the 
highest auihoriiv to mem—being inno¬ 
cent—{ ifemancl that she stiooldThe al¬ 
lowed the privileges of innocence. If the 
House of (JoqhuAUS a^Keius to a grant of 
ttoney, X shaR be irvjoiced at tins teiti. 


many of iti appi^obatfon ; but it shall not 
sil«ince toe if, on any fuiUrtoccasion, 1 shall 
fhink thk Piihcess of Wales aggrieved: 

I Will n6l allow, a*! far as I am coneerned, 
that it Shall bury all these transactions in 
oblivion, and 1 will not cortMt^ to any 
augmentation of the income orner Royal 
flighnOsd. on any other grounds than on 
thow which I have now stated. 

Lord (*asllereagh said, in explanation—I 
hope that the lion, member will not attri¬ 
bute to me any want of pratiiude, for the 
distinguiishcHl favoiiri 1 have received fiom 
the House and the country; 1 trust 1 frOl 
them as I ought. It is not my disposition 
to impute to any hiembpi unworthy feel¬ 
ings and motives, still less to the hon. 
gentleman opposite. I am conviiu eel that 
he never has had any siniiter pui|ioses to 
answer, but I believe most conscientiousiy, 
that he and olheis have been made the in¬ 
struments of a wicked cabal, and the 
channels for conveying insults to the sove¬ 
reign. With regard to the seclusion ot 
her Royal Highness, I must say. tliat if 
visits weic not paid to her by the au(:,usl 
personastes at present tii this country, 
those visits had tiot b'>eii prevented by 
any want of facilities alibrded by the 
Piince Regent. As to vt bat has been said 
of the conduct of a yotuig and illustrious 
female, I am sure the House will feel, 
that it cannot be consistent with its duties 
or its feelings, to enc|uiie now into her 
sentiments; 1 toay safely leave the lion, 
member himself to judge whether it be fit 
that she should be inSctoajudge and aibiter 
between the parties in these unfortunate 
transactions. With great personal respect 
1 hope the hon menmer will allow me to 
say, that subjects jike the present, in any 
view, be is not likely to bring forward 
again to any useful purpose. 1 was mis¬ 
understood, if it be'supposed that I said I 
was auibonsed to give the consent of the 
Prince Regent to any arrangement that 
might be made : but I did venture to say, 
from the knowledge 1 have of the princi¬ 
ples which govern bis Royal Highness, 
that raoBey has never been any dimculty, 
and if it be the sense of parliament 
that the income of the Princes^ of WaieO 
should be increased, consent on the part 
I of the crown will not be withheld. As to 
any former conspiracy, with a knowledge 
of which 1 am charged, X declare toy per¬ 
fect ignorance. Enquiriei mt^ be insti¬ 
tuted, independent of any con8(»racy; amt 
one of the happy conset^uences of the rofodi 
, oC OBc eonsUiQtion is, Rmt not even a cen- 
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spiraty for Ibe parpdeO of <Aii tfairt 

an iftiputatioii of goilt, ottlefs chore eserat 
roAConabte grouni^ ttf so^ieion. I ccr* 
tarnly wsr never ac(|U3nited v^ith the ex* 
istencp of any thing that rffay be property 
tenned After the state* 

Inent I hatMl bad the huRoOr of laying be¬ 
fore tlte Home, dhtt after the result of pre* 
viotis discussions hes been seen, I leatly 
would entreat the hnn. gentitman to in* 
foim me, wbethi r fuitber disroasion in 
parliament is likely to promote a beneficial 
*conclti<>ion > 

Mr, Whithicad —After what has failed 
iioni the noble lord, I hope 1 shall be al* 
lowed to sjy a lew words. 1 am muck 
obliged for the personal civility shewn me 
by the noble lord, but 1 can assure him 
that 1 shall endtarout to discharge my 
duty, wiiliout being deteired, although 1 
feel gre,tt uspect lor him, by any fear of 
incuMingthe noble lord’s displeasure, or 
by any alarm of clamours that may be 
c\( tted. No one can be mure averse to 
di&tu«sioiis like the piesent than myself, 
and I lament that they have been forred 
upon the House by a deficiency of good 
advice, in a qiiaitei that might have reii* 
dered ihem uniip''es&ary. In what J have 
done, I have acted iipm the ptinciple of ab* 
solute II, cLssitt. 1 concur in what the no¬ 
ble lor I has ohsr rvetl regarding the heiress 
presumptive to the ihione. I have no in¬ 
tention. and iieter had, of obtaining or 
pinmoting the interference of her Royal 
Highnes',; 1 base stated what 1 have the 
best reason to bcliove is the fact, and 
what I should assert that I knew to be the 
fact, wtie It not ibr the significant shake 
which 1 observe of the noble toid’s head. 
The unhappy diflerences svhich have been 
carried to sucli an extremity as to be irre* 
medidble may, 1 fear, be attended with 
political consequences, not in contempla¬ 
tion when the formal instrument to which 
the noble lord has referred, was prepared 
and executed. To what the noble lord 
has asserted, that every facility was af* 
forded to the illustrious strangers to pay 
their visits of ceremony to the Prhiyess of 
Wales, the^ relation, 1 oitt only 
reply, that the universal impression abroad 
is dhreotly in opposition to that statement. 
With regard to a conspiiacy for enquiry, 
on which some explanation has been of* 
fered, 1 admit that where there is a suspi¬ 
cion of guilt, there enquiry may deserve 
applause, tiat tbe enquiries that were in* 
aiiiuted last year, were understood to be 
wholly unaatnorisedj and had no legal «t 
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coRsthntieoal shi^: tbdy were earHed on 
(It a dark, myrntmaa, and unjust manner, 
and when the noble heard of them by 
means of the diseusnieiM in this House, he, 
interfered to protect ber Royal Highness, 
and by hisinterfsrettce they were deflated; 
be knew that there were no Irmh stniffidiciii 
of guilt not canva«ed in ISOQ and 
and upon fhose charges the noble lord him 
given the Princess of Wales his verdict of 
acquittal. I did not mean to e^plo/ thd 
word conspiracy in a legal and tccf^al 
way, but merely to convey that there 
were persons in tbe dark undermining her ' 
Royal Highness and planning her ruiit 
and destruction, whose efforts failed tn 
consequence of enquiries in this House. 1 
hope that the noble lord will not now eaU 
that completely constitutional and legal, 
which he before so severely and positively 
condemned. 

Mr. Mstktten.^ln justice to the Princess 
of Wales, I feel myself called upon to 
state, that I have not had any communi¬ 
cation with her Royal Highness I should, 

1 trust, be the last man in the House to 
propose an increase of incume, if the con¬ 
sequence were to be tbe resignarioii of 
any rights on the part of that illustrious 
personage. 

Mr. ^uart fTordiy.—-After the address 
we have this night heard from the noble 
lord, which does him as much credit, as 
man and as a member, as any speech that 
was ever delivered in parliament, ] should 
not have risen, but that the line of con¬ 
duct I have pursued on a fnraier occasion 
seems to render it necessary. I never for 
a moment imagined that the effect of dis¬ 
cussions of this kind would be to reroncite 
the paities, and I thought that this was 
not tbe fit for attempting an adjutt- 
ment of differences, to which the public 
ought not to be made parties. The noble 
lord has said that this subject has been 
introduced for tbe purpose of calumniaiing 
tbe Prince Regent, and for dragging inlb 
public notice the characters of the most il<t; 
iustiious individuals. I put it to ihe cwi-^ 
science of tbe noble loid to say how it 
Was first introduced. Was H ttbt occa¬ 
sioned hy rumours, or rtRher by cenidn- 
ties (for every man was evinced of the 
truth) that enquiries were going on which 
affiseted the feelings and hearts of every 
individual in tbe country f These enqui¬ 
ries compelled the discussion of this pain¬ 
ful subject. I pot it likewbe to the con¬ 
science of the noble lord, whether tran¬ 
quillity had hot been restored Ih the publitr 
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mind apon 4bi» qliestion, nptii the feelings 
before eKtsling were avrekened bjr the 
publication or documents, gajling to all» 
hut moat filing to the illustrious person' 
age immeeiatel^ concerned. 1 say, then, 
that otitrislera must not be surprised if a 
atraiig sensation is produced on the public 
on an occasion like the present, nor 
mint they be astonished, if in the House 
«f Commons some means are found of ex* 
•sessing the public opinion. 

Mr. 7<enicy.—*Tbe noble lord having al¬ 
luded to what fell from me on a late oc¬ 
casion, 1 shall trouble the House very 
shortly with some reasons that induce me 
to beg the hon. member not to withdraw 
his motion. The noble lord observed, 
Ibat on what 1 said on a former night, I 
eltoded to the possibility of pariiaroeiit 
being called upon to come to a vote for 
an increased establishment for the Princess 
of Wales. It is perfectly true, but I should 
be extremely sorry if, from that circum- 
uance, it could be imputed to me that I 
thought any sum would be sufficient to 
compensate her Royal Highness for the 
ert^ei iiyuries that have been inflicted 
upon her feelings. All I meant was, that 
parliament being bound to do something, 
the most moderate, mild, and eflScieiit 
coarse would be to provide for her esta¬ 
blishment; not because the sum given 
would add to the domestic comforts of her 
Royal Highness, but because in the Com¬ 
mons of England she would then find a 
protector, recognizing her as Princess of 
Wales, and performing those offices that 
others ought to discharge. I hope also 
that the bon. gentleman will not consent 
to withdraw his motion, because if he did 
so, I ahould think parliament would sepa¬ 
rate with very little honour to itself. 

Let us see how the case stands: the 
Princess of Wal^ tends to us information, 
tliat, byia message from her Majesty, she 
has been forbidden to appear at court, and 
that intelligence is accompanied by a 
correspondence, which the House might or 
might not have received, hut having been 
*««‘r.civrd, it now lies upon the table, and 
the House of Commons is bound in some 
way to notice it. I may ssdely defy the 
noble lord to produce any precedent where 
the House has refused to attend to an 
application made by any branch of the 
koyal family. We are bound to take it 
into comnderation, even though the result 
should be only to provide a befitting esta¬ 
blishment fub the Princess of Wales, 
^uchl think it done to satisfy the feelings 
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of all classes of society in the country, by 
merely considering ihe subject. When 
the noble lord says, that this House has no 
right to interfere in transactions of this 
kind, I am sure, Mr. Speaker, that the 
assertion must have been exti^^ly painful 
to your ears; it is the first ti^ that such 
a doctrine has been broached, for 1 have 
often heard it maintained, on the contrary, 
that there was nothing so high that the 
eye of parliament could not reach, or so 
low that it could not fathom. Then comes 
the question, is this an occasion where 
discretion authorizes an interference ? If 
It be not, 1 should be glad to know what 
is ? A step has been taken to outrage the 
feelings of an exalted individual ; she 
complains, it is entered on the Journals, 
and if no fui ther notice be taken of it, t here 
can be but one opinion out of doors, as to 
the motives for this silence. Oeiillemcn 
were, however, to go away with the notion 
that something would be done by the 
Regent; but the noble lord has taken care 
to be most guarded in bis language upon 
this point. 1 admit, very readily, the 
general kind disposition of the Pi nice of 
Wales, but of his particular kindness to his 
wife, the Piincess of Wales, 1 must beg 
leave, with all respect, to entertain some 
doubt. I beg the House to tecollrct, that 
but for the conduct of the Prince Regent, 
the House would never have been engaged 
in this paiufol discussion, nor would the 
public mind now have been agitated. 
The noble lord has referred to a document, 
formally establishing a separation, signed 
by the King, the Prince and Princess of 
Wales, and others. Let me ask him, if 
there be one word in that agi cement which 
declares that the Princess of Wales shall 
not appear at court (expressions of sur¬ 
prize by lord C.) ? The noble lord may 
^cry oh! but 1 maintain that that is the 
wltole pith of the question. (Hear, bear, 
from the opposition benches!) Any 
woman may agree to articles of separation; 
but does the noble lord mean to say, that 
in that paper there was a syllable which 
«uuld savour of an admission that the con¬ 
duct of the Princess of Wales bad subjected 
her to the slightest censure P If not, then 
I insist that something new must have 
since occurred to justify the provocation 
which her Royal Highness has lately re¬ 
ceived. We say that an indij^ity is put 
upon the Princess of Wales. The defence 
of the noble lord is, that a formal separation 
has taken place tbatjustifies the proceeding. 
My anifvcF is, that subieqaent to the date 
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or that instromcnt she was formally re¬ 
ceived at court, and that if the King had 
iiiiagined that the effect would have been 
to exclude her, bis Majesty, 1 am certain. 
Wouldiieverhave signed it. Tbenidemand 
to knoH^nyilMerhas happened since to justify 
this exclusion ? Let the noble lord tell us 
if he can. There has been a most cruel 
and unprovoked insult offered to the consort 
of the sovereign authority, at a time most 
galling to the feelings of all the royal 
,family; to accomplish which the queen, 
who must be supposed to be best acquainted 
with the sentiments of the king, has been 
made the instrument, if her royal hus¬ 
band bad been in possession of his facul¬ 
ties, would they have dared to add this 
fresh contempt ? The noble lord must 
know tikai advantage has been taken ot 
particular and unfortunate circumstances 
to get rid of the Princess of Wales, and 
to degrade her in public estimation. 1 
really believe that the august personages, 
lately in the metropolis, were desired not 
to visit her Royal Highness, or if not, what 
does it prove but that the general reputa¬ 
tion which artifice has raised her, is such 
that her near relations had been deterred 
from discharging even the common duties 
of civility r 

Where, then, is the Princess of Wales to 
seek for redress but in this House ? What 
friend has she in the world to console her 
under her sufferings ? Her condition is the 
most forlorn that imagination can picture. 
A foreigner, deserted by all her natural 
friends and protectors, she claims the aid 
and support of the Commons of Great 
Britain. 1 say that when she was married 
in this country she was adopted by parlia¬ 
ment: pailiameutis her guardian, and I 
hope it will faithfully execute the trust re¬ 
posed in it. Now, let any man contradict 
me if he can—thus stands the law upon 
the subject. This royal female is brought 
to England, is recognised as Princess of 
Wales by act of parliament, and a join¬ 
ture of 50,000/. a year is given in the 
event of her surviving her husband before 
be ascends the throne. Will any man say, 
circumstanced as she is, that she can be 
looked Dpon in any other tight than a 
widow ? She has been discarded by her 
husband. Why she has been so treated, 
with the question of guilt rr innocence, 1 
have now nothing to do. I allude to 
nothing t have beard, 1 am bound only to 
act upon this plain principle, that a person 
who has not been proved to be guilty is to 
he treated as innocent. Will, then, any 


JcNS 23, 1614. [I5S 

man say v^ben an ippeal of this kind 
has been made, when the Princess of 
Wales, abandoned by all the vvorid, throws 
herself npon the protection parliament, 
that the House shall pass the subject by’ 
and not take any step upon the occasion'? 

I wish nothing to be done Imt tliaS nhicii 
is strictly jost: 1 wish for a thoi^ngh 
acquittal of the Princess of Wales frm 
base insinuations, since no direct charge 
can be substantiated; 1 wish her to he 
restored to her character, and to be allowed 
the me^ns of supporting her rank and 
station. Instead of withdrawing the mo¬ 
tion, what I would suggest is this, that the 
t]uestion should be postponed, with a view 
to give time to the noble lord to be the 
bearer of a message upon the subject from 
the Regent.—(No, no, from lord Caatle* 
reagh.}—I see that the noble lord will not 
consent. I suppose it is, because be will 
advise his royal master to do nothing that 
shall seem like truckling to the wishes of 
parliament. iThat 1 take to be a new doc¬ 
trine, 80 that if the innocence of the Prin¬ 
cess of Wales be proved, it is not to be ad¬ 
mitted where it is of most importance, be¬ 
cause it will be called yielding to hasty 
motions in parliament, ^ truckling and 
submitting to public calumny! We might 
as well live in the reign of Henry 6^ if 
such are to be the principles on which the 
crown is to act. 

Is it meant to be said that parliamMtt 
has nothing to do with questions tbitt 
agitate the public mind ? Is not parliament 
the guardian of ail the best interests of 
society, of the public manners, morals and 
decorum ? Has this question no connection 
with the public manners, morals, and 
decorum ? The very essence of our pri¬ 
vileges is that they are undefined, and may 
assume what shape they please. I defy 
any man to shew me any question in which 
parliament may not advise the crown, if 
It be necessary for securing the public 
interest. I say that in this instance the 
public interest imperiously calls for our 
interference. If the letter of the Prince 
Regent had said that he would never meet 
fan wife in private, we should have bad 
nothing to do with it, but be adds, that be 
never will 'meet her in public. What, 
then, is to become of the Princess of 
Wales ? If her Majesty dies, who is to Iiohl 
the drawing-room, and who is tO' he oilr 
future queen ? The noble lord smiles: he 
may have settled all this, hut without 
meaning to put it in a factions way, 1 iositt 
that it is of the last importanee that pa^ 
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lismeot ehoiuld eaitertab sobject. The 
-noble lord eeentt to have ft great deal of 
information in store—Jet him gire it-—my 
whole object is, that if she deserves it, the 
Princess of Wales should be put in such a 
•Umtion at to be able to discharge in 
future public duties that fall upon her, 
liy beiirg enabled to appear with credit 
t any drawing-room that may be held, 
never said she ought to force her way 
mo the Uueen’s drtaving-rooms, but this 
twill maintain, that if she does not go, her 
absence is not to be attributed to any want 
of merit on her part, to any poiHive 
demerit, and still less to any imputation of 
guilt. 

Upon the subject of the princess Char- 
IfKta of Wales, 1 am little disposed to say 
any tilling; 1 have no means of access to 
her |)«ri«nn: 1 never spoke to the pi incess 
iu my life ; bet 1 must be iorgiven if I 
ftsy, that if the feelings of aftection of the 
young priflcesh, by what has passed, have 
been stiongly roused, it gives an earnest 
of conduct in fu‘ ire to her subjects, that 
will confer upon her the highest honour, 
and upon her people the greatest blessings. 
1 Uhnent that parliament did not, last vear, 
lake spipe step. This fresh insplt, ofTered 
through the queen, at the instigation of a 
secret adviser, might then have been 
spared. It therefore becomes us now to 
interpose; we owe it to the royal family; 
and 1 contend that, if we do not, we shall 
most deliberately betray the trust that has 
been reposed in us by the country, in 
which there is but one feeling from one 
end to the other. 

The noble lord made a great parade; 
but 1 must say, that in a pecuniary point 
of view 1 do not tlnnk the Princess of 
Wales has been kindly treated. When 
she lived in Carlton bouse she bad 17,0001. 
a year, besides her 5.000/. and yet, when 
she had to maintain a separate establish¬ 
ment, with all its increased expences, her 
income was reduced to 12,000/. a year. 
The noble lord says, what could the Prince 
dp more ? 1 answer, that he could have 
referred it to parliament, and whftt motive 
was ibeie for not doiM it? Ibirliamcnt 
never knew of these debts of the Re^oiv 
stow so much talked of, for Mr. Perceval 
,so wrapped them up, and made such an 
intolved statement of them, that they 
were never discovered. Those debts 
amnuntt^. we undersiaud, to between 4 
and 600,uOO/. and at the time of the 1^- 
l^iicy (iO.OOQ/L per annum was given, be¬ 
sides the proco^ from the Uuchy of 
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Corawall, to piovide for their liquidation, 
and what the Prince paid for the sums 
due from h>s wife was not deducted out of 
his income, but only out of the stun that 
would oUierwise have bieti applied to pay 
his own creditors. So that tlm juspenres 
of the Princess of Walts wer^ot paid by 
her husband, were not paid by the public, 
but by the creditors of the Prince He- 
gent; and 1 appeal to the House, whether 
this is a situation in which it is fit that 
the future queen of this country should 
be placed? 

Although I would not advise her Hoyal 
Highness to demand the payment of 
60,000/. a year, provided as ner jointure, 
yet 1 think that she has an unanswet able 
claim to it, and she has the moic need of 
it to maintain that splendour and stale 
which will protect her in some degne 
from the efibrts of the promoteis of cabals. 
The noble lord said, that a suitable provi¬ 
sion may possibly be made. Will that 
satisfy the House? They virtually ac¬ 
knowledge that the lieatment of her Iloyal 
Highness has been ptoper, and then at the 
end of this session, or perhaps not until 
the next, the noble lord may come down 
with what he calls a suitable allowaace.' 
Nothing in my opinion can produce in 
this case a better effect, than for the House 
to shew that it takes an iiiteiest in the 
question; and if this motion be withdrawn, 
it will be obvious that in its result it takes 
no interest whatever. Considering the 
time that has elapsed since this question 
was first introduced, recollecting the wil¬ 
lingness the noble lord now professes to 
add to the provision of the Princess of 
Wales, and observing the heated state of 
the public feeling upon this question, it 
must be admitted that ministers have beep 
grossly culpable in pot endeavouring to 

f mt a stop to further discussions by eonci- 
iatory proposals. The public feeling has 
been now taised to a great height, aod 
what will induce it to subside f do not 
knowassuredly the country would not 
be satisfied, if ao injury like that sustained 
by her Eoyal Highness should go unre¬ 
sented. 1 say that her claims are rested 
upon grounds not to be shaken; and I am 
confident the House will not t^aly aub- 
atit to insults offered to its future queen, 
the cause of which has hitherto been un¬ 
explained. 1 flatter myself fliat wc shall 
not separate witbipit doing somotbing to 
restore the Princess of Wales to that com¬ 
fort which she has every right to eiqojr, 
if not to that spleodow #he hM every 
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right to maintain. Let us shew that we 
partii'ipjte in the general feeling of the 
nation; that her Koval Highness is not 
without a protector, and that that piotector 
is the House uf Commons. 

Mr. QrcUtm said, that he approved of 
the obj^t'dT the motion of the bon- gen¬ 
tleman, because that object was, by an 
exeition of the ordinary power oi the 
Hou.p, practically to repel the calumnies 
thiiiwn oil h*-r royal bigliness iho Princess 
of Wales. This ob|(‘Ct was to be eOeited, 
.not by resio'ing tier to [i«‘r dignifies, but 
by incieasinu the means of maintaining 
her establishment. But the object of the 
noble loid was she same, pioviibd it could 
be dun(‘ in a manner lespectlul to the 
Princt ol Wale*.. It was piuper that the j 
Piiiu’iss ol Wales shoo'd be supported by i 
])ai iiamcnt, provided l< r bv paihameot, 
but nut III such d maninr as to give her a 
virluiv over hci hu.b'iiid. As the noble 
loid had III view the Mine object, not per¬ 
haps as the Pimtesb of Wales bad, but as 
the parliament ought to have, he was glad 
to accede to his suggestion, and to sufler 
the motion ot the hon. g« nth man to be 
withdrawn; because it ilie hon genile- 
ixian persi.lid in l.is mi.tion, and lailed, 
lie wmdd injure (he cause lie espuused; 
and if he succecdul, he would do no moie 
than the minibters tonseiiied to do. Tim 
disputt was about llie manner, and the 
manner oi the hon, gentleman would tail, 
while that oi the noble loid would suc¬ 
ceed : he could not, iheiefore, but prtfci 
the manner of the noble lord. The case 
was this : papers bad been communicated 
to the Speaker, and by him to the House, 
containing a correspondence, which slated i 
that the Prince of Wales would not eiiler ' 
any company where his wile shouiu be. 
What did ibis piove ?—An entire separa¬ 
tion in mind; as what had been said by 
the noble lord, proved a compUte sepaia- 
tion by instrument between the Prince of 
Wales and bis wife.—By parliament, what 
course was to be taken, if they were to 
enter into the qiiariel ? (which certainly 
ahould never he done but in the last in¬ 
stance). To attempt to oblige his Uoyal 
Highness to take back his wife would he 
unjustifiable—to interfere to procure her 
admission to the queen’s drawing rooms, 
was a power whii h it might be doubted 
wbelber or no it was within the province 
ol the House to exert, it be.ng a matter 
not stiicily political, but eomparativtly 
trivial. How, then, could the House act, 
but by providing for the lady—-by de- 
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c]arin|f, that as she wm not admitted to 
share in the establishment of her husband, 
pai liament would give her one of her own I 
This he thought the best possible way of 
proceeding, for tbe interest of the wife, 
the feelings of tbe husband, and the dig> 
nity of the House. 

iStr. Metlitifn wished to know tite inten¬ 
tion of the noble lord, before he consented 
to withdraw his motion. 

Lord CttUltreagh said that, as he found 
the sense of the House to be in favour of 
an addition to the revenue of the Princess 
of Wales, though he had no positive io- 
strbciion upon tbe subject, yet from bis 
general knowledge of the sentiments of 
the Piince liegeiit, be felt himself justi¬ 
fied in giving bis consent to any measure 
that had in view torlTecluate that object. 

Mr. I'onsonbjf. — 1 am glad at last to 
hear a pledge given by the noble lordU 
that the establishment of her royal high¬ 
ness the Princess of Wales shall be mado 
a subject for the consideration of the 
House, though difficulties have arisen as 
to the mode uf proceeding. I am glad, 
tiiu, that I was preceded by my right hon. 
fiiend, because he has shewn himself as 
averse as 1 can be lu a stretch of the juris¬ 
diction of the House, for which now there 
can be no necessity, as by the declaration 
of this night, the purposes of the most 
sanguine filends of her Koyal Ilighnesa 
must have been answered. In my opinfon# 
it would have been most improper for the 
House to have interfered to procure the 
adnnsiion of her Royal Highness to the 
drawing room ; but that we can interfere 
in a tvay most proper, no one now can 
doubt. The Commons of Kngland, voting 
undei tile present circumstances an in- 
rrea^e of allowance to her royal highness 
the Piincfss of Wales, in efii'ct deleimiae 
that she does not deserve to be visited by 
fresh insults and indignities, but that she 
is worthy of her high station, and that 
they therefore afl'uru her the nieans of 
supporting that rank. Such a vote will 
be not only a viitual acquitral of hcrIi(oyal 
Highness, but a condemnation of those 
who advised that most indiscreet letter, by 
wdiich fhu was insubed. 1 am glad that 
the noble loid has found an opportunity for 
giving tin*- pledge—and I will tell hint 
why he has found an opportunity, because 
he I erceives that parliament and’ the coun¬ 
try loudly demand it, 

Ml'. Methuen then withdrew his motion. 
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»bE Laws in Ireland ] Mr. Peel said, 
that ill rising to submit to the House the 
motion of Which he had given notice, he 
felt it incumbent upon him to explain his 
reasons for not having) at an earlier period, 
called the attention of parliament to this 
most important subject. The stale of Ire¬ 
land had unfortunately for some time been 
aueh, as to call tor the adoption of some 
additional measures in order to preserve 
public tranquillity, and he certainly was 
prepared, at a much earlier period of the 
session, to have submitted them to the 
consideration of parliament. The evil 
which it was now proposed to remedy, had 
not, he was sorry to say, risen on a sudden; 
it bad existed fur a considerable time, in¬ 
deed, he might say, for the whole period 
that he had had the honour of forming a 
part of the Irish government. Many 
parts of Ireland had been in a disturbed 
ttate, excesses had been roinraiUed, and 
disaffection prevailed, which it was known 
that the ordinary powers of the law were 
insufficient to lepress. He therefore was 
prepared early in the session, to have, sub¬ 
mitted the present measure to tiic House, 
but*the great and glorious events which 
occurred at that time, the overthrow of 
the monstrous tyranny established by Buo¬ 
naparte in France, tlie restoration of the 
ligitimatc sovereign, and the general paci- 
ficatiou of Europe, induced him to suspend 
his proposition until he saw what eifi’Ct 
was produced in Ireland by these im¬ 
portant events, and he hoped he should 
stand justified in the opinion of the House, 
for having, under such circumstances, and 
for such ail object, delayed the production 
of this measure: he did not wish that at a 
season of general happiness and rejoicing 
for the restoration of tranquillity, Ireland 
»bne should form an exemption. 

He was not, he confessed, very sangiiinp 
in his expectations of the effect that would 
be produced upon the tranquillity of Ire¬ 
land, by the events to which he had al¬ 
luded ; but he thought the government of 
Ireland were bonnd to make the experi¬ 
ment, and to defer the measure as long 
•s the necessity of the case would permit. 
With I hat View, the measure had been 
deferred, and he wished he could now state 
to the House, that these events which had 
restored tranquillity to the rest of Europe, 
bad restored tranquillity to Ireland; un¬ 
fortunately, the eflect they had piuduced 
upon Ireland was not very great; he could 
not congratulate the House and the coun¬ 
try upon the state of that part ot the United 
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Kingdom, nor could he, consistently with 
bis duty, postpone the production of this 
measure till another session. 

Before be submitted to the House the 
details of the measure which he now pro¬ 
posed to bring forward, hicjihoald beg 
leave very shortly, to state tlTe nature of 
those disturbances, for which he now 
wished to propose a remedy. Those dis¬ 
turbances originated m different causes— 
the first that he should mention, were 
those which were the result of political 
combinations. In stating this part of the* 
subject, it was far from bis intention to 
exaggerate the objects which the persons 
so combining had in view, or the danger 
that was to be apprehended from them. 
He could not suppose that these combina¬ 
tions, which had for their object the over¬ 
throw of the government and the separa¬ 
tion of Ireland from Great Britain, could 
find any supporters among men of any 
talents or weight in the country. These 
combinations consisted of idle infatuated 
people, with little education, and who 
were the dupes of men who possessed cer¬ 
tainly more means of acquiring informa¬ 
tion than themselves, but still, he trusted, 
had none of those qualifications which 
could render them formidable, as the 
leaders of popular insurrection. But that 
these were combinations, whose object was 
to overthrow the existing government, to 
transfer the allegiance of the people to 
foreign powers, and tor other objects of a 
similar kind, and that the individuals com¬ 
posing those societies, were bound toge¬ 
ther by oaths, there could not, unfortu¬ 
nately, be a doubt. In stating the grounds 
upon which he made assertions of this kind, 
he should rely only upon documents, the 
authority of which could not be question¬ 
ed; be would not quote the verbal or 
written communications which had been 
made to government, which though in 
many instances were well founded, yet in 
others might be liable to a suspicion that 
they were exaggerated, from the fears 
naturally entertained by individuals from 
the appearance of immediate danger, and 
the recollection of past events. But to 
prove the existence of these combinations, 
he should only rest upon documents of 
unquestionable authenticity—be should re¬ 
fer to the oath, which was proved in evi¬ 
dence, at the last assizes in Ireland, against 
several persons charged with these com¬ 
binations, and upon which they were con¬ 
victed. Mr. Peel then read the oath, by 
which the person taking itj buuitd bunself 
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to 9ufl«r death rather than give any in- 
formation against bis companions before 
judge or jury; to join the French upon 
their landing in Ireland, &c. This oath 
proved that combinations certainly had 
been foj;me$l, the object of which was, to 
call in tire assistance of a foreign power. 
iSo much for the first bead of combinations, 
viz. those which were of a political nature. 
Another class of combinations, which 
existed in Ii eland, were those which were 
formed under the pretence of redressing 
• what was represented as local grievances. 
The objects of these combinaiiuiis weie 
various, though the mode of carrying them 
into eliect was in most cases the same, to 
iiiHict punishment upon persons who dis¬ 
obeyed their orders, who gave more than 
tlie price which they chose to fix upon 
land, to prevent new tenants taking land, 
w'hich any person belonging to the com¬ 
bination bad given up; and for many 
other purposes which it was unnecessary 
for him to detail, as they were perfectly 
well known to eveiy person at all ac¬ 
quainted with the state of the interior of 
Ireland. 

lie would, in order to prove the accu¬ 
racy of his statement, and the existence 
and objects oi the ronibuiations to which 
be alluded, refer to the proceedings at the 
last assizes of Roscommon: at those 
assizes no less than nine persons were tried 
and convicted for luiving taken and ad- 
tninisiered oaths, binding them not to in¬ 
form against threshers, and not to deal 
with ProUslants, and to coufurm to the 
rules and legulations of the commiltees, 
under whoKedireciions they acted. Upon 
this part of the subject, be was desirous to 
read to the House a letter from a most in- 
te..'geDt and active magistrate, who was 
sent down into the county of Westmeath, 
to make enquiries into the causes of the 
disturbances in that county, and to assist 
the resident magistrate of it by his advice 
and experience. The letter gives a very 
clear statement of the nature, objects, and 
proceedings of the deluded miscreants by 
whom the public had been disturbed. It 
was dated i^3d March, 1814. The dis¬ 
turbances in this county (Westmeath) ap¬ 
pear to have cointuenced about the begin¬ 
ning of theyear ] 813,and have been rapidly 
increasing ever since, notwithstanding 
great exertions have been used on the 
fiart of the magistracy, to check and sub¬ 
due them; the persons engaged in those 
disturbances, styling themselves carders, 
comneacBil their outrages by attacking 


houses, robbery of 6rr arms, and swearing 
the lower order to obey such rules and 
orders as should be dictated and pro¬ 
nounced by them. Their first objects ap- ^ 
peered to me to be that of regulating the ' 
price of ground set in con-acre, to prevent 
old tenants from being turned out of their 
farms and to regulate the fees and dues 
payable to their own (Roman Catholic) 
clergy. To ciTect these purposes, they 
posted notices through diuerent parts of 
the country, declaring vengeance against 
any person who should nut comply with 
such their lawless dictates ; if a tract of 
land was to be set in a cou-acre, tbese 
lawless miscieaiits would fix a price per 
acre upon it, and any person giving more 
would certainly receive personal torture 
or sulfer some injury in his property. I 
have examined into the cases of many indi¬ 
viduals where peisonal torture had been 
inflicted, and 1 uuifoimly found it to pro¬ 
ceed from some dispute relative to ground 
either by giving a price exceeding that 
fixed on by those miscreants,or by taking 
a farm of which the late occupying tenant 
bad been dispossessed by his landlord.^' 

He begged again that he might niA be 
suspected of any disposition to exaggerate 
the extent of the danger to be appre¬ 
hended from these combinations; he did 
not mean to say, that the details which he 
had laid before the House, were ot such a 
nature as to prove any threatening danger 
to the connection happily subsisting be¬ 
tween the two countries, but they were of 
a nature to call imperatively upon govern¬ 
ment to adopt measure, for the protection 
of the loyal, tranquil, and industrious part 
of the community ; and tins duty was the 
mote necessary, and more strongly im¬ 
posed on government, because, if pro¬ 
tection was not afforded for the well dis¬ 
posed, they were reduced to the painful 
aiteinative, either of joining the insur¬ 
gents, or of exposing their persmis to lor- 
ture, and their bouses and propetly to de¬ 
struction. But these combinations were 
formidable in another point of view—tl}e. 
persons combining, were now obliged, for 
the attainment of their objects, to observe 
a great degree of caution, and to maintain 
a strict discipline, and ibereiore, qualified 
themselves to become dangerous engines iii 
the bands of able and designing men, to b# 
applied to other purposes. So much fi^r 
the causes which originated out of those 
combioations to which be bad already al¬ 
luded.—There was another species of dis¬ 
turbance of the public peace tg which be 
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alluded with unfergtied regret; be meant 
that which trme from religious animosity. 
Interruptions of the public tranquillity 
arising from such a cause, were the roost 
to be iameoted, and he feared the most 
difficult to Le remedied. He would not 
now enter into the history of those unfor¬ 
tunate disputes, but he bad the satisfaction 
to say, that notwithstanding the pains 
which had been taken in Ireland by 
means of the press and of inflammatory 
speeches, to induce the Roman Catholics 
of Ireland to believe that the Irish govern¬ 
ment was not disposed to administer im¬ 
partial justice to them as well as to their 
rrotestant fellow-subjects, that these ef¬ 
forts had in a great degree failed of success, 
and there was indisputable evidence to 
shew the lower orders of Catholics were 
aatisfied, that government were determined 
.to treat all offenders against the public 
peace, whatever religious creed they 
might profess,,most impartially. 

in order to give the House an idea of 
the extent to which this irritation pre¬ 
vailed, it was only necessary fur him to 
allude to a mclaiichuly and fatal aftiay 
which bad ri-cenily taken place at a 
village in the county of Cavan; though 
the accounts which had been given of this 
transaction we^e greatly exaggerated, 
still the llonsc would learn with deep re¬ 
gret, that it was not terminated until seven 
persons had lost their lives, and many 
were wounded. On hearing of this un¬ 
fortunate occurrence, the Irish government 
not entertaining any doubt of, and still 
less wishing to throw any imputation of 
the competency of the local authorities to 
conduct an enquiry into the causes of it, 
with fairness and iinpariiality, but de¬ 
sirous uf obtaining information fiom a 
source that would be free even from the 
possibility of suspicion or imputation, 
sent down a gentleman of the Irish bar, ol 
the highest professional eminence, and 
qualified by his commission, by his 
talents, acuteness and judgment, Mr. 
Jobb, to examine into the subject. The 
report of that gentleman stated, that the 
unfortunate dispute W'bich had occurred 
was not a premeditated one, that there 
eiKisted animouty between the par- 
tieScvbut that the outrage in question did 
Slot proceed fiom a previously concerted 
conflict. Mr. Peel then read an extract 
from the report which Mr. Jobb had 
made, to the following effect: " I should 
not consider that I had done my duty if I 
owtted to state, that bath parties, and per- 
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sons of every description, expressed great 
satisfaction at the interposition of govern¬ 
ment, and appeared to rely confidently 
on the impartial administration of justice 
as well on the enquiry as on the future 
trials.” He read this with sasHjgr^on, be¬ 
cause it shewed that the wicked attempts 
which had been made to convince the 
people that justice would not be fairly 
administered to them, bad not succeeded. 

He had now enumerated the principal 
features of those disturbaiu-e.s which had so 
long agitated Ireland. There subsisted in 
Ireland many obstacles in (be way of the 
ordinary administration of the law, and 
one of the greatest was the difficulty of 
procuring persons to give information to 
government, and evidence against the 
violation of the peace. There was in 
Ireland, if he might be allowed the ex¬ 
pression, a sort of romantic feeling, inde¬ 
pendent of any consideration of personal 
danger, which rendered ihe name and cha¬ 
racter uf an informer odious, and was al¬ 
most sutlirierit of itself to close theordinary 
sources from whence information could be 
derived. 

This feeling, he admitted, was roost 
pnwcriully assisted in its operation, by the 
dreadful system of intiondalion, which 
was established in the distuibed districts 
>vitb the view of preventing evidtnce from 
being given. As he had proved every as¬ 
sertion that he had hitherto made, by a 
reterence to some authentic document, he 
should follow the example on this occa¬ 
sion, and shew the extent to which this 
system of intimidation was carried, by a 
reference to the most melancholy record 
which any court of justice could exhibit. 
He would allude to the case of a person 
of the name of James Connell. He saw 
an hon. gentleman, the member for West¬ 
meath, in the House, and he was sure he 
would confirm his statement upon this 
subject; this unfortunate man (Connell) 
bad given information against some per¬ 
sons for administering unlawful oaths—it 
w^as found necessary, after he had given 
information, to keep him in gaol for his 
personal security, until he was brought op 
to Dublin to give evidence. He (Mr. 
Feel) afterwards saw this man, and cau¬ 
tioned him against going back to his own 
country ; he was, however, so desirous of 
returning, that no advice could restrain 
him, and he went home; be, however, 
had the prudence to remain some days in 
the house of lord Casilemaine, but upon 
the depattare of that nobla lord, Connell 
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went to bis own bouse. It would hardly 
be believed, but as soon as his return was 
known, from three adjoining parishes dele¬ 
gates were actually appointed to murder 
him. It was proved upon the evidence of 
one of the delegates, that in each of the 
three parishes, six delegates were chosen 
to ronimit the murder; that these dele¬ 
gates met at the ap[)ointed time, and se¬ 
lected nine of their number to perpetrate 
the art. They attacked the house of tlte 
poor man, and murdered both him and his 
'wil'e. It was not necessary for him to 
make any comment upon this dreadful 
tiansartioii, but it shewed to what a dc- 
I'ree the feelings ol the people must be 
blunted, and in what odium an informer 
was held, when it was considered tittle 
less than a praiseworthy act, to visit with 
deliberate and atrocious murder, the de* 
lively of evidence in a court of justice. 

Ater having entered into this detail, it 
only remained for him to shew, that the 
country was now in a disturbed state, and 
that the hopes which were eniertained by 
some, that these combinations would be 
destroyed by the overthrow of Buona> 
parte's government, had proved unfounded. 
To firove this, it would perhaps be only 
necessary for him to stale, that no less 
than seven persons had been taken up at 
no remoter a period than the 6th of the 
present month, in the county of Kildare, 
when actually engaged m one of these 
conspiracies to which he had at first al¬ 
luded, as assuming a political complexion; 
and that that county was in a considera¬ 
ble state of alarm ; that a large mili¬ 
tary force had been marched into it ; and 
that it now presented an appearance which 
a country m a state of peace with the 
whole of Kurope ought not to exhibit. 
In the (Queen’s county disturbances to a 
very serious extent existed, long after the 
occurrence of these events which procured 
the restoration of permanent tranquillity 
bad prevailed ; and here he begged Uave 
to tend a leitter which bad been given 
to him by one of the members of that 
county, from a magistrate of it, which 
represented the distuibanres in a very se¬ 
rious point of view. Mr. Peel then read 
the letter, and also an extract from one 
from General Merrick, stating the neces¬ 
sity of calling the military in aid of the 
civil power, in the county of Kildare. 

He trusted that he had now shewn to 
the House, from documents that could not 
be disputed, that the ordinary powers of 
the civil magistrates were not sufficient to 


maintain public tranquillity, or to give con* 
fidence and security to the well disposed! 
It would, in his opinion, be infinitely 
better to invest the civil powers with suffi¬ 
cient authority to repress those distur¬ 
bances, than to call in the aid of the mi¬ 
litary, the frequent use of soldiers m that 
manner made the people look upon tlietn 
as their adversaries, rather than their pro¬ 
tectors. With regard to the measure it¬ 
self, which he had now to propose, ho did 
not wish to go beyond the necessity of 
the case, as he was anxious that it should 
have permanent operation, and that the 
Bill he should propose should form a pait 
of the permanent law of the land. He 
by no moans, however, meant to state it 
as his conviction that it was calculated ef¬ 
fectually to meet the exigency of the 
case ; he reserved In himself the full power 
of proposing, even in the present session, 
the revival of any of those provisions 
which bad been enacted at former periods 
to meet temporary eini rgoncies. He 
wished to kee|) the consideration of them 
distinct from the discussion of a pernMiient 
law, in discussing the principle of tjiat 
law. IIq hoped that gemhiiien would 
not suppose, that because such measures 
as these wiiich he was now about to pro¬ 
pose, were not necessary to England, that, 
thcief'ore, they were not necessary in lie- 
land, for the state of the two countries, 
were essentially difli rent. 

He pioposed in tin Bill which he was 
now about to move for, to giseto the Loid 
Lieutenant a power, vihen disturbances 
existed in any county or paitof a county, 
to proclaim that district to be in a dis¬ 
turbed state, to appoint a superintending 
magistrate, with a salary, and special con¬ 
stables, with salaries. He proposed that 
the magistrate should have a house and 
office, but that he should not he invested 
with any extraordinary powers; that he 
should be responsible iminediateiy to the 
government, and renioveahle at iheir dis¬ 
cretion, and that he should be called upon 
for those exertions whith could nut be re¬ 
quired front ordinary magistrates, who 
could not be expected to devote the whole 
of their time to the public service. The 
special constables, to whom he proposed 
to give a better salary than to ordinary 
constables, he should' propose to select 
from among the farmers* sons, and per¬ 
sons of that class, and to make them keep 
a kind of watch and ward in the disturbed 
district; these constables to be placed 
under the controul of the superintending 
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oiagistrates. The extraordinary expence | 
that maU be incurred by the establish- I 
ment pf thU magistrate, and the special 
constables, ought in bis opinion to be paid 
by the distuibed district. He thought 
hitoseir bound in candour to state to the 
House, that in proposing the appauitiueut 
of a supernnmerary luagisirate, he was ra-- 
ther calling upon the House t<i sanction a 
measure that had been adopted, than in¬ 
troducing a new system. In the coun¬ 
ties of Kildare and Westmeath, and in 
every disturbed district, whete the go¬ 
vernment had the means of doing it. 
Magistrates of this description had been 
appointed, not in runiormily with any 
express provision of law, but fiom the 
necessity of the ca.se, and the appointment 
had been attended with great benefits; 
their minds being wholly turned to one 
employment,they became of course more 
skilled in Uie mode of detecting and ap¬ 
prehending oilenders. Anuihir material 
advantage that would result from their 
appointment, vas, that they would have 
no local alluremrnls or intcrcMs to sway 
their judgment. He begged, however, 
that it might not bo supposed that he 
meant to throw any mifnitation upon the 
regular magu>liacy of the country, the 
magistrates tbenistlve.s he wo.s sure would 
not think so, because nothing was more 
common than applications from them, 
that appointments of this kind should be 
made, and these applications were made, 
not by gentlemen who wi.>hed to avoid 
their duty, hut those who were the most 
anxious to dischaige it. 

He was aware that many magistrates, 
iti Ireland, weie willing to devote their 
time to .he publu. service; hut wh**!! it 
was necessary that pailie.s should be sent 
out evi'iy night, p<>riiaps for a month to¬ 
gether, It was not to be expected gent^e- 
llemeii could neglect their own concein.s 
eiUiicly, and give up all their time to the 
public, lie trusted he was swayed by no 
consideration of personal iriendship, when 
be mentioned one signal proof of those 
exertions in the case of a noble ftieud of 
his, lord liesart. The services that he 
had pel formed were not of a nature to at¬ 
tract much public attention, but on that 
very account they deaeived more richly 
the public acknowledgements and grati¬ 
tude ; every sacrifice of what others would 
consider their ease and comfort, had been 
made by bU noble friend, every risk of 
' fiersDnal safety had been encountered, bis 
days and aigbits had been devoted to the 
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fulfilment of the most active duties; as a 
magistrate he was repaid by the con¬ 
sciousness of having performed these 
duties, and by the knowing, that bis exer¬ 
tions had been attended with success; 
but it was with deep regret he stated, that 
hi# health bad been injured by his /.eal 
and incessant activity, and that he was 
now deprived of the assistance of bis no¬ 
ble fi iend in the House, by the necessity 
vyhicb he was under, of absenting himself 
from bis parliamentary duties, on account 
of indisposition. In this country the ap- 
pointmeiil of stipendiary magistrates was 
not necessary, and therefore would be iiii- 
propei ; but in Ireland the state of the 
country was so difl'ereiit, that the measure 
appeared to him indispensable tor the 
public safety: that uiiconaiiion exerliuns 
had been made by many magistrates in 
Ireland, he was perfectly ready to admit, 
acting gratuitously, and from the besc 
and purest motives. 

There would be in the Bill several regu¬ 
lations for the conduct of these magis¬ 
trates, which it would be unnecessary now 
to detail: lie should only re|ieal, that by 
bunging forward this Bill, he did not pre¬ 
clude liuiisc'lf irom proposing other and 
; stronger measures even in the present ses¬ 
sion, if the case should lequire it. Having 
I thanked the House for iis indulgence, the 
right hoii. gentleman concluded with 
moving, *' That leave be given to bring 
in a Bill to provide for the better execu¬ 
tion of the laws in Ireland, by appointing 
superintending magistrates and additional 
con.stablcs in counties in certain cases.” 

Sir J. Newport said, that although it was 
too soon fur him to pronounce upon the 
nature of the mcasuie, he was ready to 
give his ciieerfal approval of its mildness, 
and to accord with its general principles. 
He agreed with that part which invested 
government with the selection of niagts- 
trales connected with the local interests 
of the countries; because all magistrates 
80 connected must carry with them weight 
and respectability. He also approved of 
the clause which levied the expeooes on 
fbe distuibed districts. On the whole, he 
could see no objection to the measure, as 
no man was inclined to go farther than 
himself to punish ofienders who outraged 
the Jaws. 

Mr. Hatties was of opinion, that govern¬ 
ment deserved all possible credit for their 
forbearance; for in bis mind, the cases 
that bad been stated would warrant a law 
of a very dillerent descripHoii, It would 
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have beeA better to enact a law of a per- ment, the Bill would be unnecesaary. 
manent thin a temporary nature. When He thouffht the unhappy jealousy whith 
laws in cases of this kina were too mild, prerailed amongst the lower orden. might 
it was a false humanity that dictated them, be ended by a law which would do away 

Mr. FUigerald explained, that the spe> Orange-men and ail other party distinc- 
cial constables were intended to be formed tions. He highly approved of the provi- 
of respectable farmers' sons. The law sion for rewarding the civil officers; as 
would go forth to the country, not as a few men could be found in any situation, 
dubious measure proposed by administra. high or low, who would exert themselves 
tion, but as one sanctioned by the uitani- without being nell paid, 
mnus approbation of parliament; a cir- Mr. Grut/an said, that as the right hon. 
cumstanre which would contribute much gentleman’s statement appeared to be ex- 
*to its efficienry. Ifgoveriiment should in tremeiy candid, and as the measure itself 
future be compelled to come to parlia* seemed ns mild as it was judicious, he 
ment for some stronger measure, they should certainly make no opposition to it 
could come with a goo'll grace, seeing that in its present stage, 
they had not asked for more than they be- Mr. Latouche supported the Bill, 

lieved in their conscience to be absolutely Mr. Peel enterea into explanations of 

necessary. The Bill contained nothing some length, in answer to the objections 
that was irreconcileabie to Ian, or the con- of diOerent gentlemen. He dofended’the 
stitution; but, on the contrary, was con- county magistrates against the suspicion 
sistent with its best principles. of supineness. The proposed law might 

Mr. Abercromby said, he must confess be assumed to be strong enough. All 
that he had heard, at first, with much that svas W’nnted were responsible persons 
anxiety, the proposition lor such a Bill; to carry it into execution. In answer to 
but that anxiety had been entirely re- a remark of sir F. Flood, the right bon. 
moved by the statemunt he had heard. gentleman observed, that instead of there 

Sir Frederick Flood gave the fullest con- being onlj'^ four counties in a state of dis- 
fidence. to the right hon. gentleman’s turbaiicc, it was probable that twenty 
statement, as far as it went; but he was might be deemed iu a state the reverse of 
happy to find, that he had made no allu- tranquillity. Even Wexford, which sent 
Sion to the pnit ot the country which he the hon. baronet to pailiament, was lately 
had the honour to represent. It appeared represented by the grand jury, to be ra- 
tbat out of the 31 counties of Ireland, only ther in an alarming state, 
four were disturbed. If all the counties 

were like that whith sent him to parlia- Leave was given to bring in the Bill. 

Coev or THE Treaty of Peace, and Amity with Franc e. ] The following ts 
a Copy of the Dtfioitive Treaty of Peace, and Amity with France, as presented to 
the House by lord Castlereagh : 

Definitive Treaty of Peace, and Amity between IIis Britannic Majesty 
AND Kis Most Christian Majesty. — Signed at I'aris. the SO/A day of May, 1814. 

T R A I T E'. TREATY. 

Au nom de la tris Sainte et Indivisible In the name of the mhst Hoi}’ and un- 
Trinite. divided Tiiiiiiy. 

Sa Majeste, le Roi du Royaume Uni de Hi* Majesty, the King of the United 
la Grande Bretagne et de I’lrlande, et Kingdom of (?reat Britain and Ireland, 
•es Allies d’une part, et sa Majeste le Roi and his Allies on the one part, and bis 
de France et de Navarre d’autre part, Majesty the Kintt of Fiance and of Na- 
6tant animes d’un £gal desir de mettre fin varre on the otlier part, animated by an 
aux longues agitations de I’Europe et aox equal desire to terminate the long agita- 
malheurs des peuples, par une paix solide, tions of Europe, and the suHerings of raan- 
fotidee sur une juste repartition de forces kind, by a permanent peace, founded 
entre les puissances, et portant dans les upon a just repartition of force bclneen its 
stipulations la garantie de sa duree, et sa states, and containing in its stipulations 
Majesty le Roi du Royaume Uni de la the pledge of its durability; and bis Bri- 
Grande Bretagne et de I'lrlande et ses Al- tannic Majesty, together with his Allies, 
lies, ne voulaot plus exiger de la France, being unwilling to require of Ftaoce, now 
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aujourd’hui qae, s’etant replace« sous le 
gouvcrnement paternel dc ses roi<i, elle 
oiFre ainsi & I'Europe un gage de s6curit£‘, 
et de stability, les conditions el les garan- 
lies qu’iU lui avaient d regret d^mandees 
sous sou dernier gouvernement, leurs diles 
Majeslds ont iionnne des plenipotentiaires 
pour discuter, aii^ter, el signer uu Traite 
de Pdix eld’amiti{'; savoir, 

Sa Mdjeste le Roi du Koyaume Uni de 
la (irande Br6tagne el de I’lriande, le ties 
honorable Kolierl Stewarl, VironUe Castle* 
reagli, conseiller de sa dite Majeste en son 
cotiseil prive, inembre de son parleineni, 
colonel da regiineiit de milice de London* 
derry, et son principal secretaire d’etat, 
ayant le dcpartenient des aflaires ctraii- 
gdres, &c. &!'. &c.; le sieur George Gor¬ 
don, (’omic d’Abertleen. Vieomte de For- 
martine. Laid Haddo, Methlir. Tarvis et 
Kellie, &c. run des seize pairs represenl- 
ant la pairie de i'Ecosse dans la Chainbre 
Haute, chevalier de son tres ancicn et ties 
noble ordre du Chardon, son ambassadedr 
extraordinau et pleiiipotentiaire pres sa 
Majestti Impel ialeet Rirj’ale Apostolique; 
le sieur Guillaume Sb.iw Cathcart, Vi- 
Comte Cathcart et Greenock, conseiller de 
sa dite Majeste en son ronseil priv4, cheva¬ 
lier de ton ordre du Chaidon, et des ordres 
dc Russie, general dans se> anneos, et son 
anibassadeur extraordinaire ct plenipoten- 
tiaire pres sa Ma)esl6 rEtii|>eieur dc toutes 
Ics Russies; ct I’Konorahle Charles Guil¬ 
laume Stewart, chevalier de son ties ho¬ 
norable ordte du Bant, membre de son 
parlement, lieutenant-general dans ses 
armoes, chevalier des oidres de* I’Aigle 
Noir et de PAigte Kuiige de Prusse, et de 
plusieurs autres, ct son envoye exiraordi- 
inire et ministre picnipotenliaire piSs sa 
Majeste Je Roi dc Prusse ; et sa Majestc 
le Roi de France et de Navarre, Monsieur 
Chaiies Maurice, de Talleyiand Perigo^d, 
Prince de Hencveiit, grand aigle de la 
Legion d’llonnetir, chevalier de I'Aigle 
Noiie et de I’Aigle Rouge de Piusse, 
grande croix de I'ordie de Leopold 
d'Auiriche, chevalier dc I’ordre de St. 
Andre de Russie, et son minislre ft 
Bccrotaire d’etat des aiTaires elrang^res; 
lest|ucU apres avoir 4cbang4 leurs pleins 
pouvoirs, tiouic, en bonne et due forme, 
sont convenus des Articles suivans 


Article I.*~II y aura, a compter de ce 
jour, paix et amiti6 entre sa Majeste le Roi 
du Eoyaume Uni de la Grande Bretagne et 
de I’iriande, et ses AUtes d'une part, et 


Copy of the Treaty (f Peace, [176 

that, repheed under the paternal govern¬ 
ment of hei kings, she oilers the assurance 
of secuiiiy and stability to Europe, the 
conditions and guarantees which they had 
with regret demanded from her former 
government, their said Majesties have 
named plenipotentiaries to discuss, set¬ 
tle, and sign a Treaty ot Peace and amity; 
namely, 

His Majesty, the King of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
the light honourable Robert Stewart, Vis¬ 
count Castlereagh, one of his said Majesty’s 
most honourable privy council, member 
of parliament, colonel of the Loiidonderiy 
legiment of militia, and his principal se¬ 
cretary of stale for foreign ailairs, &c &.c. 
iicc .; the Right Honourahie George Gor¬ 
don, carl of Aberdeen, Viscount I'otinar- 
tine. Lord Haddo, Alelblic, Taivis, and 
Kellie, &c. one of the sixteen peers re¬ 
presenting the peerage of Scotland in the 
iloiisc ol Lords, knight of his Majesty’s 
most ancient and most noble Older of the 
Thistle, his embassador txirauulinary and 
plenipotentiary to his Itnpeii.il .tnd Royal 
Apostolic Majesty ; the Right [Ion, Wil¬ 
liam Shaw Cuilic.iit, VisLounl Catlnail, 
Baron rathcaitand Greenock, one of In-. 
Majesty’s most honourable privy 'council, 
knight of his Oidei of tlu ihistle, and ot 
the Orders, of Riiasia, general in his .Ma¬ 
jesty’s, army, and his embassadot exliaoi- 
dinary and plenipotentiary to Ins Majesty 
the Einperoi of all the Russias; and the 
honourable sir Cbiirles William Stewart, 
knight of his Majesty’s most lionoinable 
order of the Bath, member of parliament, 
lieutenant-general in his Majesty’s army, 
knight of the Piussiaii orders of the Bi^ick 
and Red Eagle, and of sever.tl others, and 
bis envoy^ extraordinary and niiiii.s(er ple¬ 
nipotentiary to his Majosty the King of 
Prussia, and his Maji-sty the King of 
France and Navarre, Charles Mauiicede 
Talleyrand Perigoid, Prince ol Bern vent, 
great eagle of the Legion ui Honour, 
knight of the Black and Red Eagle of 
Prussia, grand cross of the order of Leo¬ 
pold of Austria, knight of the Russian 
Order of St. Andrew, am! Iiis .said Ma¬ 
jesty’s minister and secietary oi state for 
foreign affairs; who, having exchanged 
their full powers, found in good and due 
form, have agreed upon the (following Ar¬ 
ticles 

Art. I. There shall be from this day 
forward perpetual peace and friendship 
between his Biitannic Majesty ami Ins 
Alliea on the one part, and bis Majesty 
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S. M. le Roi de France et de Navarre, 
d'autre part, leurt heaitiera et auccessears, 
lenrs dtdts et sujets re$pectif$, ^ perpetuite. 

lies hautes parties uontraciantcs appor- 
teront tons leui« sains d maintenir, non 
seuieinent entr'elles, mats encore, autant 
ipi'il depend d'elles, entre tous les uiats de 
i'Eurupc, la bonne harnionie et intelli¬ 
gence si necessaires a son repos. 

AnT. II —Le royaume de France con- 
scrue J’intdgritc de ses litnites, telles 
•qu’ elles existaient a IVpoque du ler 
.Janvier 17^2. 11 recevra cn outre une 
augmentation de’lenitoire compgse dans 
la ligne de demarcation fixdc par rArlicIc 
suivan|. 

Art. hi. —Du cole de la Belgique, de 
TAllegmane et de l-’Ilalie, I’ancienne 
Ironiiere, ainsi qu’ elle cxistait le ler 
Janvier de Yaunde 17nu, ser<i rctabjie en 
commengant dc la iner du nordeniieJ)un« 
keique et Nieiipoit, jnsqu'ii la Mcditer- 
rance entre Cagnes et Nice avec lesiecli- 
lications suivantes: 

1 . Dans le departement de Jemappes, les 
cantons de Dour, Merbts-Ie-Cliateau, 
Bcaumoni.ett'himay, resteronla laFranco; 
la ligne dc deni treat inn passeia id ou elle 
touche le canton de Dour, entre ce canton 
el ceuK de Bnussa Ct I’aturage, aiiisi que 
plus loin eiure*cci«i de Merbes-le-Ciiati an, 
et ceux dc Bmch el de Tbuiii. 

2 . 'llans le dfparlement do Simbre et 
Meuse, les i antunsde Walcoiirt, Florennes, 
Ileauraing, et Gedifine, apjiartiendront u 
la France; la demarcation, qoand elle 
atleint ce deparieiniMU, suivra la ligne, 
qiii separe les cantons prK'iles <ln ib'parl* 
went de Jemappes, et du reste de*cclui file 
Saiubre ei Meuse. 

3. Dans lo departement de la Moselle, 
la nouvelle dumfircalion, Idou elle s'ecartc 
de i'anuienne, stia lot'net par une ligne d 
tircr depuis I’eile pisqu'd Freiuersdoiil, et 
parcelle qul sepaie ie cinton de Tlioity 
du reste du (l^partemeiu'dc ia Moselle. 

4. Dans le departement «1 p la Sarre, les 
cantonH dc hiaibi tick etU’Arneval resie- 
roi.t d la Fiance, ainsi que la partie de 
ceiiii de Lelrich fl'ii est sitoee no midi 
d’one ngne a'lrer le lonu des lentins des 
villaip's lie Hercheubnch, Ueherhofen, 
llii-O'irh, et Ball, (en Uissant cesdiflcrens 
end'.'iiis boiR de Ift fronU^re Frtiii 9 tiiBe} 

(VOL. XXVIII.) 


SvUiaSTlSH. n*?* 

Che King oF France and-Navarre on the 
other, tbeir heirs and adecessors, their do^ 
minions and subjects, respectively. 

* The high contracting parties shall de¬ 
vote their best attention to maintain, nnt 
only beltveen themselves, but, inasmuch as 
depends upon tliegi, between all the states 
of Europe,, that harmony and good under¬ 
standing which are so necessary for their 
tranquil I It y. 

Art. II. The kingdom of France retains 
its limits entire, as they existed'on the 1st 
of January, •171)2. It shall fuither rpcehre 
ifie increase of territory comprised within 
the line established by the iollowing Ar¬ 
ticle ’ 

Art. III. On the sifle of Belgium, 
Germany and Italy, the ancient frontiers 
shall bc^ie-estabhsiipd as they existed the 
1st ol January, 1792, extcndtiig from the 
North Sea, between Dunkirk and Nieu- 
port, to the ' Mcditeiranean between 
Oagnes and I^ice with the following modi¬ 
fications : * 

1st. In the department of Jemappes,the 
cantons of Dour, Mcrbes-le>Chatcjto, 
Beaumont, and Chimay, shall belong to 
France; where the line of detniikation 
comes in contact with the canton oi Dour, 
it shall, pass between (hat canton and 
loose of Boussiii and Paturage, and llke- 
wne further on it shall pass between the 
cantons of Merbes-le-Cliateau, knd those 
of Bitick and Thuin. 

2. In the department of Sambre and 
Meuse, the cantons of Waicomt, Flo- 
reunes. Beaut aing, and Gcdinne, shall be¬ 
long to France; where the demarkation 
reaches that department, it shall follow 
the line which separates the said buitona 
from the department of Jemappes, and 
fiom the iVmaining cantons of the depart¬ 
ment oi Sambre and Meuse. 

3. In the department of tjie Mo-elle, 
the new demaikaiion, at the point where 
it divtrges fiom the old line of frontier,- 
shall be formed by a line to be- drawn 
from Perle to Fremersdorlf, and by the 
limit which separates the canton of Tho- 
ley from the remaining cantons of the said 
department olMie Alosclle. 

4 In the department of La Sarre, the 
conioris of Saarbruck and Arneval shall 
continue to belong to Fiance, as likewise 
the ponton of the cantqn ol Lebar h, which 
is sitoated to the south of a line drawn ai^g 
the confines of the vill iges of Berehen- 
bach, Ueberhofen, Hilsbach and Hall 
(leaving these difTerent hlaces emt ef tbe 

. (N) . .- 
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jasqu’au point ou, pr^s de.Querselle (qoi 
appartient & la Fraitce). la lign<* qui separe 
leg canloas d’Amcval et d’Ottweiler. 
atteint celle qm separe ceux d’Arnevai et 
de Lebach; la frontidre de ce cote sera 
formee par la ligne ci^dessus designee, et 
ensaite par relle qui |6pare le canton 
d'ArneTal de celui de Biiescastel. 


5. La Fortcress&de Landau ayant forme, 
avant I'annee ni)2, un point isole dans 
I’Allemagne, la France conserve, au deld 
de ses fronlidrcs, une partie dcs departe- 
inens du Mont Tonnerre cl du lij^s-Rhiu, 
pour joindre la forteresse de J,andaa.(‘t son 
rayon au reste dujtoyaunie. La nouveile 
demarcation, en partant du point ou pros 
de Obersteinbach (qui resle hors des li- 
mites de la Fiance) la fmntiere entre Ic 
depnitement de la Moselle et celui du 
IMont-Tonnere atteint le departement du 
Bas>Rhin, suivra la ligiie qui separe les 
cantons de Weissenbourgetde Bergzabern 
(du cold de la France), des cantons de 
Pirmasens, Dahn, et Annweiler (du cole 
de J'AIlemagne) jusqu* au point on ces 
limites, prds da village de Yollmersheim, 
touchent i’ancien rayon de la fortresse dc 
Landau. ^ De ce rayon, qui reste aitisi 
qu’ii 6tait en 1792, la nouveile Irontiere 
suivra le bras de la rividre de la Uueick 
qui en quillant ce rayon prds de Oucick- 
beim (qui* reste d la France) passe prds 
des villages de Mcrienheim, Knittei- 
sbeim, et Belheim, (demcurani egaiement 
Frantpais^ jasqu’au Khin qui continuera 
ensuite a former la limite de la France et 
de FAllemagne. 


Quant au Rhin, le Thalweg constituera 
la limite, de manidre cependenl que les 
chaogemens que subira par la suite le coors 
de ce Beuve, n’auiont d Favenir aucun 
efTet sur la proprietc des lies qui s’y trou* 
vent; i'dtat de possession de ccs lies sera 
tdtobli tel qu^il existait d I'epoque de la 
signature du traitd de Luneviile* 

6. Dans le ddpartement du Doubs la 
froiuicie sera idctifiee, de manidre a ce 
qu’elle commence au'dessus de la Ban- 
^onnidre, pres de Lode, et suive la Crete 
du Jum entre le Cemeux, Pequignot et 
le village de Fontenelles jusqu'd une cime 
du Jura siluee d environ 7 ou 8,000 pieds 
1 ^ nord-ouest du village de la Brrvlne, 
Cti elle r^tombeca dans I'ancienne limite 
da la France. 
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French froiitiei) to the point where, in 
the neighbourhood sof Qoorselle (which 
place beinnga to France) tlie line which 
^separates the cantons of Arneval and 
Oltweildr reaches that which separates 
the cantons of Arneval and Lehacb. 
The frontier on this side shall be 
formed by the line above described, and 
afterwards by that which separates the 
canion of Arneval fiom thatof Blic.scastcl. 

5. The fortress of Landau having, be¬ 
fore the year 1792, formed an insulated 
point in Germany, France retains beyond 
iu-r frontiers a portionof the depui iments of 
Mount Tennere and of the Lower Rhine, 
fur the purpose of uniting the said foitress 
and its radius to (he test of the kingdom. 

The ni-w deniarkation from the point 
in the neighbourhood of Obeisleinb.irli 
(uhich place is left out of the limits of 
France) where the bouridaiy between the 
department of the Moselle, and that of 
Mount Tonm re, reaches the departiiieut 
of the*Lower Rhine, shall follow the line 
which separates the cantons of Wei>«scn- 
bourg and Bergssabern (on the side of 
France, from the cantons of Permasens 
Dahn, and Annweiler (on the side ol Ger- 
manv) as far as the point near the village 
of Vollniersheirn where that line touches 
the ancient radius of the fuitre&s of I/in 
dau. From this radius, which remains as 
it was m 1792, the new frontier shall fol¬ 
low the arm of the river du la Queich, 
which on leaving the said radius at 
Queichheim (that place remaining to 
France) flows near the, villages of Merlen- 
heim, Knittelsbeim and Bellieini (these 
places also belong to France) to the Uhiiie, 
which frotp thence shall continue to forta 
the 'boundary of France and Germany. 

• The, ifiain stream (Thalweg) of the 
Rhipe shall constitute the frontier; pro-' 
videtl, however, that the Ganges which 
may hereafter take place in the course of 
that river, shall not afl'ert the property of 
the islands. The right of possession in 
these islands shall be re-estahlished, as it 
existed at the- signature of the treaty of 
Luneviile., 

d. In the department of tiie Doubs the 
frontier shall be so regulated as to com¬ 
mence above the^Ranqonni^re near Local, 
am[ follow I he Crest of Jura between the 
Cerneux, Pequignot, and the village of 
Fontenclles, as far as the peak of that 
mountain, situated about seven or eight 
thousand feet to the north-west of the vil¬ 
lage of La.Brevine, where it shall again 
fall in with the ancient boundary of 
.France. 
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7. Dans le departement da Lctnan Ips 
froiitieres entre le terriioire Fran 9 ai 8 , le 
Pay8-de<Vaud, et les differentes portions 
du territoire de U repubiique de Geneve, 
(qui fvra pariie de la Sais^e,) resteni Ics 
nicnies qu’el les ^taient avanl 1’incorporation 
de Geneve i la France, Mais le canton 
de Frangy, celui de St. Julien, (a I'ex- 
cepiion de la pariie siluce au nord d'anc 
Iigne a tirer du point c ti L riviere de 
la Loire entie pit's de Chancy dans le 
territoire Genevois, le long des conlins 

• de Sea^quin, Laconcx et Ses.eneuve, qui 
lesteront hors des liniiles de la France) 
le canton de Reignier, (i I’exceplion de 
la portion qui se trouve a I'est d’une ligne 
qui suit les confins de la Muraz, Bussy, 
Pers, et Cornier, qui s0ront hors des li- 
mitps FrHn(,'aises) ct le canton de la Roche, 
(a rtxceptuiii des endroits nomines de la 
Roche et Annanoy avcc lenrs distiicts,) 
lesterout i!t la Prance. La tVontiere suivra 
li.s limites de ces diflerens cantons, et les 
lignes t}ui scparent les portions qui de- 
meuieiii a la I'lamc, de ceiles qu'elle ne 
consei ve pas, 

8. Dans le departeincnt du niont Blanc 
la rrance acqiiierl la soiis-piefectuie dc 
Clianibt'iy, a xception des cantons dc 
J’Hojjiial, de St. Pierre tl’Albigny, de la 
IloeeUe, et dc J\Jonlmelian, et L sous- 
piefeclure d’Annocy, a re.\cepHon de la 
partie du Canton de Favergts, situec d I’est 
d’une ligne qui pas'«e cnlre Onrcchaise et 
Marlens du cote de la France, cl Marthod 
et Ugine du cute oppose' et qui suit apr^s 
la ciiitc des mnntagiies jusqu’i la fion* 
ticre du canton de Thones: C'ost cettu 
ligne, qui avec la limite des cantons men* 
tionncs, foriuera de ce cute la nouveilc 
ironti^re. 

Du cote des Pyr^n^es les frontidres re* 
stent tellcs qu’clies ^latent entre les deux 
Hoyaumes de France et d’i£spagfie a 
l’4poqae du Jer Janvier, 1792, et il sera 
de suite nomme une coniinission mixu* de 
la part des deux couronnes pour en fixer 
la demarcation finale. 

La France renouce k lous droits de sou* 
verainelC', de SuzerainetC', et de possession 
Bur tous les pays et distiicts, villes et en* 
droits quelconques situC's hors de la Iron* 
ti^re ci-dessus d6sign6e, la principautu de 
Monaco etant toutefois replacce dans les 
rappoits ofi elle se trouvait avant le ler 
Janvier 1792. 

Les cours alliees assurent d la France 
la possession de la principaulO d’Avignon^ 
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7. In the department of the Leman, 
the frontiers between the French territory, 
the Pays de Vaud, and the difierent por* ^ 
tions of the territory of the repoblic of 
Genera (which is to form part of Swisser- 
land) remain as they were before the in* 
corporation of Geneva with France. But 
the cantons of Frangy and of St. Jnl^en 
(with the exception of the districts situat* 
ed to the north of a line drawn from the 
point where the river oi La Laire enters 
the territory of Geneva near Chancy, fol¬ 
lowing the confines of Spsequin, Laconex, 
and Suseneuve, which *hall remain out of 
the limits of France) the canton of Reig- 
nier, with the exception of the portion to 
the east of a line which follows the con¬ 
fines of the Muraz Bussy, Pers, and Cor¬ 
nier, vi()iich shall be, out of the French 
limits) and the canton of La Ruche (with 
the exception ol the places called* La 
Ruche, and Armanoy, with their*distiicts) 
shall remain to France. The frontier shall 
follow the limits of these difierent cantons, 
and the line which separates the districts 
continuing to belong to France, from those 
which she does not retain. 

S. In the department of Monthhne, 
France acquires the sub-prefecture of 
Cbambcry, with the exception of the 
cantons oi L’lidpital, St. Pierre d’Albigny, 
la Rucelte, and Montmelian, and the sub- 
prefecture of Annecy, with the exception 
of the portion of the capton of Farerges, 
situated to the east oi a line passing be¬ 
tween Ourechaise and Marlens on the side 
of Fra*hce, and Marthod and Ugine on the 
opposite Bide, and which afterwards fol¬ 
lows the crest of the mountains as far as 
the frontier of the canton of Thones; 
tins line, together with the limit of the 
cantons before mentioned, shall on this side 
form the new frontier. * 

On the side of the Pyrenees, the fron¬ 
tiers between the rwA kingdoms of Fiance 
and Spain, remain such as they were the 
1st of January, 1792, and a joint commis¬ 
sion shall be named on the part of the two 
crowns for the purpose oi UAUy deter¬ 
mining the line. 

France on her part i enounces all rights 
of sovereignty, .Suzerainetd, and of pos¬ 
session over all the countfies, districts, 
towns, and places sUnated beyond the 
frontier above described, the principality 
of Monaco being replaced on the same 
footing on which it stood before the ist of 
January, 1792. 

The allied powers assure to France the 
possession of the principality of Avignon, 
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do cninj:,at Veoaissin, do comt6 des Mbnt- 
bSliard. et de toiites les enclaves qoi ant 
apparteott autrefois a I’Allc-magne, com- 
prisea dans fa frontiere ci-dessus indiqu^e, 
qtt’elles aieiit 616 iricorporces ^ la France 
avant on apres Ic ler Janvier, 1792/ 

Les Puissances se r 6 servent r 6 ciproque- 
xnent la facniti; enliere de fortifier telle 
point de leurs ^nats, qu’elles jugeront con* 
Venables pour leur surety. 

Pour fiviler toute lesion de proprit‘t 6 s 
particulidres'et mettre It couvert, d'apres 
les principes les plus lib 6 raux, les bieiis 
d’individua domiciliC's sur les fronlieres, il 
serii n^mdte par chacun des £iats limi- 
trophes de la Franre, des comniissaires 
pour proceder conjuintement uvec des 
cotninissaires Fran^ais d delimitation 
des p’ays respectifs. 

Auo si-tut que le travail des commissaircs 
ifera terming, il sera dressg-des cartes sig* 
nges par les rommissaires rcspectifs, et 

J rlacg des poteaux, qui constateront les 
imites recipioques. 

Akt. IV. Pour assurer les communica¬ 
tions de la ville de Geneve avec d’autres 
parties du territoire de la Suisse situges sur 
,ic Lac, la France consent d ce que Pusage 
do la route par Versoy soil commun aux 
<!eux pays. Les gouveriiemens resjjeclils 
s’eiitendront a.Pamiable sur les moyens 
de provenir la contrabande, et de rggler 
ic cours des pctftes et Pentretien de la 
route. 

A^t. V. La navigation sur le H];iin, du 
point Ou il devient navigable jusqu’d la 
jner, et reciproquement, sera libre, de telle 
Borte qu’elle ne puisse clre interdile u per- 
sonne j et Ton s’uccupera, au futur Con- 
gres, des principes d'apres lesquels on 
pourra rgglef les droits a lever par les gtais 
riverain-s, ue la manierc la plus egale et 
ia plus favorable du^ commerce de toutes 
les nations. 

II •sera examine et decidg de meine dans 
le futur C^ngres, de quelle manigre, pour 
faciliter les communications entre les peu- 
ples et les rendre toujours moins etrangers 
les uns aux'auires, la disposition ci-dessus 
pourra gtre egalement etendu d tous les 
BUtres fleuves qui, dans leur cours navi¬ 
gable, seprrent ou traversent differens 
^tats. 

Art. VI. La Hollande placge sous la 
souverainetg de la Maison d'Orange, rd- 
cevra un accroissetnent de territoire. Le 
litre et 1 ’exercice‘de la souverainetg, n’y 
pourrout dans aucun cas appartenir d au* 
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of the comtat Venaissin, of the comte of 
Montbeilliard, together with the several 
insulated territories which formerly be¬ 
longed to Germany, comprehended within 
the* frontier above described, whether they 
have-been incorporated with France be¬ 
fore or after the 1 st of .lanuary, 1792. 

The powers reserve to themselves reci¬ 
procally, the complete right to fortify any 
point in their respective states which they 
may judge necessary for their security. 

Tu prevent ail injury to private pro¬ 
perly, and protect, according to the most 
liberal principles, the property of indi- 
yiduals domiciliated on the frontiers, 
there shall be nami-d, by each of the 
states burderitjg on France, commis¬ 
sioners, who shall proceed, conjointly 
with French commissioners, to the de- 
■ lineation of the respective boundaries. 

As soon as the commissioners shall have 
performed their task, maps shall he drawn, 
signed by the. respective coinmis«ionrrs, 
aiid*po8ts shall be placed to point nut the 
reciprocal boundaries. 

Art. IV. To secure the communica¬ 
tions of the town of Geneva with other 
parts of the Swiss territory situated on the 
lake, France consents that the road by 
Versoy shall be common to the two 
countries. The respective governments 
shall amicably ar/ange the means for pre¬ 
venting smuggling, regulating the posts, 
and maintaining the said road. 

Art. V. The navigation of the Rhine, 
from the point where it heenmes navigable 
unto the sea, and vice versa, shall be free, 
so that it can he interdicted to no one : 
—■and at the future ('ongrtss, attention 
shall be paid to the establishmeijt of the 
principles, according to which the duties 
to be raised by the states bordering ou 
the Rhine may be regulated, in the mode 
the most impartial, and the most favour¬ 
able to the commerce of all nations. 

The future Congress, with a view to 
facilitate the communication between 
nations, and continually to render them 
less strangers to each other, shall likewise 
examine and determine in what manner 
the above provision can be extended to 
other rivers, which in their navigable 
course separate or traverse ditferent slates. 

Art. VI. Holland, placed under the 
sovereignty of the House of Orange, shall 
receive an increase of territory. The 
title and exercise of that sovereignty shall 
not in any cmo belong to a prince wear- 
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run piince portant ou appel4 4 porter tine 
cuuronne6irang4ie. \ 

Le^ etats dc rAllemagne seront ind6< 
pendaos ct onis pai un lien fedttalif 

LaSuiHse indcpendante continuerade se 
gouieriier par eiic mtene. 

L Italic liori de^ limites des pay<i qui 
rtvieiuiroiu a I’Autnche sera coniposee 
d'( tats souverains. 

Ak 1 . \ 11. L’IIp de Maltr et ses depen- 
danctis appartieodiont en toute propriflS 
(I souveraineie a Alajestt Uiitannique. 

Arr. Vlll Sa Majtsl6 Biitannique, sti- 
])ulint puur lilt tt sea Allies, s’engage A 
leslituii a sa Majeste tris Chrdtiennc 
dans los drlais qm s&ioiit ci aprisfixe s, 
les loloiiits, pCilii IKs,roinploiis et estab- 
iisstmins I't tout penre qiie la Frame 
posMihii au 111 laniiei 1792, dans les 
iinis el sui Its contineiis dt I’Amtiique, 
(If rAlii({ut, et dc r \sit., a ! ixiepuoii 
t>ii'ilais dts i es do lfbi{,o tt di St 
lucie, cl de 1 lie de Ji nice, (t de sis 
diptndancis, noinmtmerit Kodiiguc et Ics 
Siiaullts IfsqutiUs m MijisU ti(.s riire- 
tieniie tide cn touie jufipiiite tt souve. 
tanipit a sa iVI']est( liiitannK|ue, ( omine 
aiissi de li pal tie di St iJnmingue iidte 
a la 1 1 ante | n li pux di Paile, (t qut 
sa Majtsti trcs< liKlunne uliod U a*si 
Mapsi CulubqiiL cu toutc piopiien et 
souveiaimu 

Am, IX Sa Mi)cste le Roi de Sutde 
rtd( NoriMge, en roust quenct iFarringc- 
niintspris ivec sis Abies, et poui I'extiu- 
tioii de rA.ilitiP piticdtnt, tonseiit a ce 
que i’lle de h Gmdainupe soil n stitiiri A 
sa Mijiste Iks Chritiinm, ef ttde tous 
les d I oils qu’ I ptot avoii sur cotte lie. 

AttT. X. St Majtsle trib>hd41c, cn con* 
siquence d'ariangetmnts pris avn sis 
Allicii et poui l'( \( cution (It! I’\iticli 8, 
s’engage a leslituei a sa Majisic irts 
( hretiehne, dans ie dtlai ci-apii^ lixc, la 
(tuiane riaii^aise, telk (jukllt cMstait au 
ler Tanner 17<)2. 

l/etiet de It siipuHlion ci-dessus 6tant 
de lane rerivie la contestation ixistante a 
tettc 6poque au sn|et des limilts, il est 
tonrenu que cetfe contestation sera ter- 
mineu par on arrangement amiable entre 
les (Iciix rours, sous la niidiatiun de sa 
Majeste Britaniiiqur 

All. \I Les places et forts existant 
dans les colonies et etablissemens qui 
doivent ttre lendus ii sa Mijesle trds 
Chrctietine en vertu des Articles 8, 9, et 
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ing or destined to wear a foreign crown. 

The slates of Germany shall be inde¬ 
pendent and united by a fedeiatirc bund. 

Switzerland, independent, shall con¬ 
tinue to govern hersell 

Italy, beyond ilu limits of the'countnes 
which are to revert to Austria, shall be 
coniposid of sovereign states 

Am Vll. The island of Malta and its 
dependencies shall bi long in lull right 
and sovereignty to Ins Biitaiiiiic Ma- 
j«ty- 

Aar VlII. His Britannic Majistv, sti¬ 
pulating foi liimsell and his Allies, en¬ 
gages to restore to Ins most Chnstian Mi* 
jesty, within the term wh tli shall be here- 
alicr fixed, the colonies, Asht ries, fa( toi les 
and establishments of tviiy kind, which 
were posstssid b\ Iianceoii the Jst of 
.January, 17^2, in the seas and on the con¬ 
tinents ol America, Alrica, and Asia, with 
the exception howevei of the lolaiids of 
'lobagoand bt Lucie, and ot ihi Isle of 
Flint e and its di ptiitienin s, esp*tially 
Rodngues and Les beihtlles, winth se* 
veial coliinies and possesfions In* mysf 
C'linslian Majesiv tedis in fuM iigin and 
so\ereignf\ to his. Brini me M jesiy, nnl 
also the poilioti ol Si Do inngo, ruled to 
1 rintc by the Ire i y of Bask, and wlneh 
his most Christian Majesty nstoris in full 
right and soviiiignty to his Catholic Ma* 
jestv. 

Akt. IX His MajC’ly, the king of 
Swidcn and Nmwiy, in vitluc ol the at- 
nangemeiits st |iuUi(d with thi Alius, and 
in execution ot ibe lyccidmg Ai tide,con¬ 
sents that the island of Goat'aloupe be re¬ 
stored to his most Christian Majes'y, and 
gives up all the righis b' may ha' c ac¬ 
quired over that island. 

Ari X* Her most faithful M ijesty, in 
\ It toe of the arrangemedts stipulated with 
Ilf I Allies, and m execution of *1116 stii 
Article, engages to restore Frttuh (jUV ana 
as it existed on the Isl of January 1792,^ 
to Ins most Chnstian M«ijesty, within ihe*^ 
teim heiealter fixed. 

The renew il of the dispute which, 
existed at that peiiod ou the subject of the 
froiDur, bung the ifTectof this stipulation, 
it IS sgned that that dispute shill be ter¬ 
minated by a friendly arrangement be¬ 
tween the two courts, under the mediation 
of liK Britannic Majesty. 

Art. XI. The places and forts in those 
colon es and settlements, which, by virtue 
of the Bth, 9th, and 10th Articles, are to 
be restored to hts most Christian Majesty, 



I87J HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

10, serotit remis dans Tetat ou ils se trou- 
-veioDt an moment de la signature du pre> 
seiitTrait6, 

Aar. XII. Sa Majesty Britannique s*«n- 
gage d. faire jooir les sujtils de sa Majesty 
iris Clirrtieniie, rrlatiFcmeut au commerce 
ct d la siiii’tc Je leurs ptrsonnes et pro- 
prieO' % dans les iiinites de la .sou^'erainete 
Britannique sur le continent des Indus, des 
tnOines faciiites, privileges et pAitection 
qui soul i present ou seront accordcs aux 
nations les plus fnvorisC'Cs. 

Du son c()\.€ sa Majestc tres Chrclicnue 
n’ayant rien plus d cccur qur la perp^tuit^* de 
la paix entre lus deux coumiuies du riance 
et d’Anglelerrc <‘tTuulantcuiitribuer,autant 
qu^tl est en ellc, d ccarirr dcs-d-present, 
dcs rapports deS deux peuplus, ce qui 
poiirrait on Jour altciur la bonne intelli¬ 
gence mntuelle, s’engage d ne faire aucuii 
ouvrage dc fortiRcatiou dans les utablisse- 
mens qai lui doivent clre restilucs, ct qui 
xuntHiiiies dans Ics limiies de la souverainet^ 
Biitaiiiiique sur ie coiiiinent des Indes, et 
tt ne mettre dan^ ces t-tablissemens que Ic 
Dombre de troupes nC'Cessaire pour le 
maintien de la police. 

Art. XIll. Quant au droit de pdchc 
des Fran(;ais sur le Grand Banc de Terre- 
neuve, sur les toit'i de I’ilu de re nom, et 
des lies adjaceiiles, dans le golfe de St. 
Laurent, tout sera reiuis sur le meuie pied 
qu’en 171 >2 

Art. XIV. Los colonies, comptoirs et 
etablisieinens qui duivent £tre rcstiluus d 
sa Majestc uds Chictieliue par sa Majeste 
Britanniquu ou scs Allies, seront reinis, 
savoir, ceux qui sent dans les mers du 
nord ou dans Its qaers^ct sur les continents 
de i’A nerique, et de I’Afri^ue, dans les 
trois mots, et ceux qui sont au dela dii 
Cap dc Bonne Esperance, dans'lessix mois 
quisuivioiit la ratificationdu prc'scntTraitc. 

Art. XV, Les bautes parties contractantes 
a’etant reserve par {’Article 4 dc la conven¬ 
tion du 2S Avril dtiinier, de regler,daus Ic 
present Traite de Paix Dcfinflif, le sort des 
arsenaux ct des raisseaux dc guerre armes et 
non armes, qui sc tronveiit dans les places 
mariiinies remisec par la France, en execu¬ 
tion de TArlicle 2 de la dite convention, il 
est convunu qne les dits raisseaux et bati- 
meiis de guerre armes et non armes, 
comroe ausst i’ariillerie navale et les muni- 
lions navales et tous les materiaux de con¬ 
struction et d’armemens, seront partag^ 
entre la France et le pays od les places 
aoiit sito^es, dans la proportion de deux 
tiers pour la France, et d’un tiers pour les 
puissancea aox^ueU^ lea ditea placea ap- 
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shall be given up in the state in which 
they may be at the moment of the signa¬ 
ture of the present Treaty. 

Art. XII. II is Britannic Majesty gua¬ 
rantees to the subjects of his must Chris¬ 
tian Majesty the same facilities, privileges, 
and protection, with respect to commerce, 
and the security of their persons and pro¬ 
perty, within the limits of the Biitish sove¬ 
reignty on the continent of liulid, as are 
now or shall be granted to the most bi- 
voured nations. 

Ills most Cliristain Majesty, on bis part, 
having nothing more at lit art than the 
perpetual duration of pence between ibe. 
two crowns of England and of France, ami 
wishing to do his utmost to avoid any 
thing which might ailect their mutual 
good understanding, engages not to erect 
any fortifications in tlie establishments 
which are to be restored to him wiiliiu tlie 
limits of the Biitish sovereignty upon the 
continent of India, and only to piece in 
those establishments the number of troops 
necessary for the mainlenaticu of the 
police. 

Art. XIII. The French right of fislierv 
upon the (treat Bank of Newfound land, 
upon the coasts of the island ut iliat name, 
and of the adjacent islands in the gulf of 
St. Lawrence, shall be replaced upon ilie 
footing in which it stood in 1792. 

Art. XIV. Those colonies, factories, 
and establishments, winch are to be re¬ 
stored to l)i.s most Chiistiaii Majesiy by 
his Britannic Majesty or liis Allie.s in the 
Northern seas, or in the seas on the i-oiili- 
neiits of America and Africa, sh'aii be 
given up within the three moiiihs; and 
those which are be'yond the Cape of (rood 
Hope, within the six months which follow 
the latdieation of the present Tieuty. 

Art, XV. The high contracting parties 
having, by the 4th Article of the Conven¬ 
tion of the 23d of April last, reserved to 
themselves the right of disposing, in the 
present Definitive Treaty of Peace, of the 
arsenals and ships of war, armed and un¬ 
armed, which may be found in the mai i- 
time places restored by the 2nd Aiticle of 
the said Convention ; it is agreed, that the 
said vessels and ships of war, armed and 
unarmed, together with the naval ordnance 
and naval stores, and all materials for 
building and equipment, shall be divided 
between France and the countiies where 
the said places are situated, in the pro¬ 
portion of two-thirds for France, and one- 
tbinl for the power to whom the said 
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parliendront. vSeront consider^s comine 
raateriaux et partag4<f comme tels, dann ia 
proportion cl-des'fos, enoncee, apr^s aTOir* 
cte demoiist ies Taisseaux et batimens en 
ronstruction, qui ne seraieut pas en 4tat 
d'etre mis en mer six scmaines apri^s la 
signature dp present Traiie. * 

]>es coinmissaires scront nomm^s de 
part et d'autre pour arrfter le partage, et 
en dresser i’etat, et des passeports ou sauf- 
conduits seront donnes par les puissances 
alliees pour assurer le idtour en France 
des ouvriers, gens de mer^ et employliH 
Fraii^us. * 

Ne Bont compris dans les stipulations 
ci-des$us les vaisseaox et arsenaux existans 
dans les places maritimes qui seraient 
tombees au poiivoir dcs Allies anlerieure- 
nient au 23 Aviil, ni les vaisseaux, et 
arsenaux qui appartenaient a la Hollande, 
et nommeiiient la llottc du Tevel. 

Lc gbuiernenient de France, s’oMige a 
retirer on fairc veiidre tout ce qut Itii 
appartiendia par les stipulations ci-dessus 
euoncees, dans le delai de irois mois apres 
le partage cfi'ectuc. 

Dorenavantle poi t d’Anvers sera unique* 
luent un port de commerre. 

Aut. XVI. Les baules parties rontrac- 
tantes vouiant mettre et faire niettre dans 
un enlier oubii Irs divisions qui ont agit6 
i’Euiope, deelarent et piomettent que, 
dans les pays rcstituSs, et rf-dt's par le 
present Traite aucuii individu de quelqoe 
classe et condition qu’il soit ne pourra 6tre 
poursuivi, inquiete ou troubli*, sous aucun 
pretexte ou d cause desa conduile ou opi> 
nion politique,ou'de son a^tachement soit d 
aucune des parties cpntractan<es, soit ddes 
gpuxerneniens qui ont cess^ d’exisier ou 

} »our touie aotie raisot), si ce n'est pour 
es dettes contractj'es enversdes indivicbis, 
ou pour des actes posterieurs au present 
TiaitC. 

Abt. XVII. Dans tous les pays qui 
doivent ou devront changer de mailrcs, 
tant en vertu du present Trait6 que des 
arrangemens ijui doiveiil Stre fails en con¬ 
sequence, il sera accord^ aux liafti'ans 
natnrels et ctrangers, dc quelque condition 
ct nation qii'ils soient, an espace de six 
ani, d compter de i’echange des ratifica¬ 
tions, pour disposer, s'ils le jngent con- 
' venable, de leurs propn^tes acquises, soit 
avant, soit depuis la guerre arluelle, et se 
retirer dans tel pays qu'il leur plaira ae 
choisir. 

Art. XVllI. Les puissances alllfes 
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places shall belong. The ships and ressels 
on the stocks, which shall not be launched 
‘within six weeks after the signature of the 
present Treaty, shall be considered as* 
materials, and after being broken op shall 
be, as such, divided in the sme propor¬ 
tions, . 

Commissioners shall be named on both 
sides to settle the division and draw up a 
statement of the same, and passports or 
safe-conducts shall be granted by the al¬ 
lied powers for the purpose of securing 
the return into France of the workmen, 
seamen, and others, in the employment of 
France. 

The vessels and arsenals e3(isting*in the 
maritime [flaces, which were, already in 
the power of the Allies before the 23d of 
April, and the vessels and arsenals which 
belonged to Holland, and especially the 
fleet in the Texel, are net comprised in the 
above stipulation;. 

The French government engages to 
withdraw, oi*to cause to be sold, every thing 
which shall belong to it by the above sti¬ 
pulations, within the space ot three months 
alter the division shall have been carried 
into eflect. 

Antwerp shall for the future be solely a 
commercial port. 

Art . XVI. The high contracting par¬ 
ties, desirous to bury in entire oblivion the 
dissensions which have agitated Europe, 
declare and promise that no individual, of 
whatever rank or condition he may be, in 
the countries restored and ceded by the 
present Treaty, shall be prosecuted, dis¬ 
turbed "Dr mojested, in his person ot pro- 
]>erty, undqj; any pretext whatsoever, 
either on account of his conduct or politi¬ 
cal opinions, his attachment either to any 
of the contracting partie;, or to any go¬ 
vernment .which has ceased to exist, or for 
any other reason, except for debts con¬ 
tracted towards individaials, or acts poste¬ 
rior to the date of,the present Treaty. 

Aut. XVll. The native inhabitanis and 
aliens, of w'liatevejr nation or condition 
they may be, in those coiinities which are 
to change sov*’M*igii«,.as weil in virtue of 
the present Tie.tty os of the subsequent 
arrangements to w^hich it may ^ive rise, 
shall he allowed a period of six years, 
reckoning tiom the exchange of the nili- 
iicatiotis, for tfic purpose of disposing of 
their property, if they think fit, whether It 
be acquiied before or during the present 
war; and retiring 'to whatever country 
they may choose. 

Art. 'XVIII. The allied powers, de- 
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jroulaift donner ba Majesty [res Cbretienne 
un nouveau .t^moignago de leor d^si( de 
faire diaparaitre auiant eat en ellea, 
des conaequences de iV;poque de malheQ% 
ai heareusemetit terminee par la presente 
Paix reiioit|Eent4 la totality, des sommes 
que les gouverneniens ont d reclamer de la 
France,a rais&n de controls, de rournitures, 
ou d’avaqces quelconques faitw au gou* 
veriiement Fran^ais dans* lea difierentes 
goertcs qui out eu lieu depois* 179!^. 

J)e son c&te, sa Majesty tr{-s Chrc- 
tienne renonce 4 toute reclamation qu’elle 
ourrait former coiftre les puissances ai¬ 
des aux mdmes litres. Fti exdl'ution de 
, cet article, les hauies parties contractantes 
a'engagent' a se i;cmeitre pmuellement 
tous les,tilres, obligations et documens qui 
ont rapport aux crdances duxquclles elles 
ont reciprnqucineut renoncd. 

Art. XIX. Le gouvcrnement Fr.in^ais 
e’engage a fa're liquider et pi^er les 
sommes qu'ii se trouverait devoir d^aillcurs 
dans des pays hors de son territoire, en 
verlu de contra.s ou d’aurres engageniens 
formels, passes entre des individus ou des 
C'tablissemeiis particulars et les aulorites 
‘Fran^atses, tant pour fournitures qu'd 
raison d'obligations idgalcs. 

• Akt. XX. Les faautes parties contrac¬ 
tantes iiommeront, immcdiatcment aprds 
I’dchange des ratifications dn present 
Traitd,deseommis8aiies pourrdgler ettenir 
la main d Fexecuiion de I’ensembie des 
disposuions renfermces dans ics Articles 
18 et 19 . Ces commissaires s'occujmrontdc 
d'exameu des reclamations dont jl est parie 
4ans rArticle precedent, <l« la liquidation 
des sommes idcJamdes, et do‘mode dont le 
gouvernement Fian^ais piopt^scra de s’en 
acquitter. lis seroiit charges de meme de 
la remise des litres, obligations, et doru- 
mciis reiatifs adx cieances auxquelles les 
Lautes parlies comragtantes rendneent iuis> 
tuellemeut, de mani^re que ia ratification 
du resultat de leur travail compldtera celte 
renonciatioii reciproqud. 

Art. XXI. Les efettes spdcialement, 
bypothequC'es dans leur origme sur les 
pays qui cessent d’alfipartenir a la France, 
ou coiiiii^eiecs pour leur administialien 
ioterienie rrsieront d* la charge de ces 
m^mes, pays II sera tenu cumpte en 
consdqueuce au gouvernement F<an 9 ai$, 
ipartirdu 'J2 Decemi>re «813, de relies 
de ces deUes qiii ont e 6 rouvertiVs tn in¬ 
scriptions au gland i^yrt de ia dette pub- 
L'que fie.Fiance. 

litres, de toufes ceiles qui oqi 
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siring to offer his mostCbriitian Majesty a 
new proof of their anxiety to arrest, as far 
AS in tllem lies, the bad ‘consequences of 
the disastrous e[M)ch fortunately terminated 
by the present Peace, renounce all the 
sums which their governments claim from 
France, whether .on account contracts 
apppiies,or a/iy other advances whdlsnever, 
to the French government, during the dif¬ 
ferent wars wliicli have t^en place since 
1792. • ■ • 

His most Ch'Rfetian Majesty, on his part, 
renounces every' claim, which he might 
bring ^forward against the allied powers 
on the same grounds. In execution of 
this article, the high contracting parties 
engage reciprocally to deliver up all 
titles, obligations, -and documents, which 
relate to the debts they may have mu¬ 
tually cancelled. • ’ 

Art. XIX. The French government 
engages to liquidate and pay all debt<i it 
may be found to owe in countries beyond 
its own territory, on account of contracts, 
or other formal tMigageiiients hetv ceti in¬ 
dividuals, of private cslabiishmenis, and 
the French authorities, as well for supplies^ 
as in satisfaction of legal eiigagcmeuts.* 

Art. XX. The high contracting par¬ 
ties, immediately after the exchange of 
the raliflcations of the present Tre-aly, 
shall name com,mis«>ioner$ to direct and 
superintend the execution of the whole of 
the stipulations contained in the I8lh and 
]9lh Articles. These commissioners shall 
undertake the examination of the claims 
referred to in the preceding Ariieies, the 
liquidation of tbe'sums llaimed, and the 
consideration of the nianuer in whftrh the 
Frenrh goy^rnnfent may propose to pay, 
them. They shall alto.be charged with 
thp dehvery^of the titles, bonds, and* iHfe 
documents relating' to the debt» which the 
' bi^h coniiacting parties mutually caacel, 
so that the approval of the result of their 
labours, shall complete that reciprtKal re- 
nunt iaiinn. 

Ab'i XXL The debts which in their - 
origin weiu specially mortg.tged upun the 
counlsries no longer belonging tfaFrance, 
or were contracted for the support ot tlieir 
inteinai administration, shall remain at 
the charge of the said couni|;ies. f^uetiiof 
those debts as have been converted into 
inscriptions in the great book of the pub- * 
lie debt ot France, shall accordingly be 
accounted for with the IVemli govern¬ 
ment after the^22d of Boi ember, 1813. 

T<b« deeds of all ihuae debts which have 
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pr6par€e8 pouir I’ioscripUoo, eta’ontpas 
encore 4te inscritais^ teront remis aox 
gouveraetnens des pays respectifs. les 
^uts de toutes ces dottes seroot dr«ss68 et 
arr£t6s par une coniraission oiixle. 

Art. XXIl. Le goureriiement Fran^ais 
restcra charge de son cote du rembourse- 
meiit de t(»utcs les somoies versties, par 
les sujets des pays ci-dessas menlionn^s, 
dans les caisses Fran 9 aises, soil i litre de 
cautionneoient, de dlpdts ou de consigna- 
• tion. De mdnae les sujets Fran 9 ai 8 » ser> 
viteurs des dits pays, qui oni versd des 
somnies d titie de cautionnement, d6p6ts, 
ou consignations dans leurs tr^sors respec- 
tii.s, seront hddlement rembourses. 

Akt. XXIll. Les titulaires de places 
assujctits u cautionnement, qui n’ont pas 
de maniemeiit de denu rs, seront rem> 
bourses, avec les intdr^ts jusnn’d pariait 
paieinent a Paris, par cinquieme et par 
aunee, dpartirde la date do present Trait6. 

A I'egard de ceux qm sont comptables, 
ce reniboursement commeiiccra au plus 
tard SIX mois apres la presentation de 
leurs compies, le seui cas de malversation 
excepte. Une ropie du dernidr compte 
sera lenuse au gouvernement de leur pays, 
pour lui servir de renseignement et de 
point de depart. 

Art. XXIV. Les depots judiciares et 
consignations fait* dans la caisse d'araor- 
tissement, en execution' de la lui du ‘2% 
Nivose, an. 13, (18 Janvier 1805,) et qui 
appartiennent a des faabitans des pays que 
la France cesse de possbder, seront r£mis 
dans le terme d’une ann6e, a compter de 
I’^cbange des ratifications du present 
Trait6, entre les mains des auiorites des 
dits pays, it I’exception de ceux de ces de¬ 
pots et consignations qui intSressent des 
sujets Franpais, dans lequel cas ils res< 
teront dans la caisse d’amortissement pour 
n'dtre remis que sur les justiBcations rc« 
niltantes des decisions des autorit^s com* 
p^tentes. 

Art. XXV. Les fonds d^pos^s par les 
communes et ^ablissemens publics dans la 
caisse de service et /Ans la caisse d’amor* 
tisscment, ou dam^'toute autre caisse dii 
gouvernement, seront rembouises par 
cinquieme, dV^iinge en ann^e, & parti r de 
la date da ]pr6«ent Trai(6, sous la d6dnc- 
tion deS avances ^oi leur auraieot ^t^faites, 
et f xuf des oppositions r^gulieres faites sur 
C9f fonds par' des crlanciers des dites 
c/A&inunes et des dits ^tablissemeuf publics. 

' (VOL. xxvni.) 
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been prepared for inscription, and have 
not yet bran entered, shall be delivered to 
the governments of the respective eoan« 
tries. The statement of all these debts 
shall be drawn up and settled by a joint 
commission. 

Art. XXII. The French government 
shall remain charged with the reimburse¬ 
ment of all sums paid by the subjects of 
the said countries into the French coffers, 
whether under the denomination of surety, 
deposit, or con-signment. 

In like manner all French subjects, em¬ 
ployed in the service of the said countrim, 
who have paid sums under the denomina¬ 
tion of sorely, deposit, or consignment, 
into their respective territories, shall be 
faithfully reimbursed. 

Art. XXiil. The functionaries bolding 
situations requiring securities, who are 
not charged with the expenditure of pub¬ 
lic money, shall be reimbuised at Paris, 
with the interest, by Bftbs and by the year, 
dating from the signature of the present 
Treaty. With respect to those who are 
accountable, this reimbursementshall com¬ 
mence, at the latest, six months after ,the 
presentation of their accounts, except only 
in cases of malversation. A copy of the 
last account sbaH be transmitted to the 
government of tlieir countries, to serve fur 
their information and guidance. 

Art. XXIV. The judicial deposits and 
consignments upon the “ caisse d'amoNme^ 
meat’* in the execution of the law of 28 
Mivose, year 13(18 .January, 1805,} and 
which belong to the inhabitants of the 
countries France ceases to possess, shall, 
within the space of one year from the ek- 
change of the ratifications of the present 
IVeaty, be placed in the hands of the 
authorities pf the said countries, with the 
exception of those deposits and consign¬ 
ments interesting French subjects, which 
last will remain in the caisse d'actorttsse- 
aww,” and will only be given up on the 
production of the vouchers, resulting from 
the decisions of competent authorities. 

Art. XXV, The fund' deposited by 
the corporations and public establishments 
in the *• Caisse de servicfi” and in the 
" Cais.'.e ^amorimtfnent** or other *• caisse” 
of the French government, shall be reim¬ 
bursed by filths, p'yable from year to 
year, la commence from the date of the' 
present Treaty ; deducting the advances 
which have taken place, and subject to 
such regular charges, as may have been 
brought forward against these funds by 
the creditors of the said corporations, and 
the sail! public esublishmcnis, 

(O) 
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Abt. XXVL a dater do ler Janvier, 
1814, le gouvernement Franjais cesse 
d’etre charge do payement de toote pen- 
eion civile, inililaiie, et eccl6siasHqo«, 
aolde de r6traite et traitement de i6iQrine 
& toot indiTidu qui se trouve n'4tre plus 
aujct Fran^dis. 

Anr. XXV11. Les don)aine<< nationaux 
acqoih d title oiiereux par des sujets Fran* 
cats dans les ci-devant d^paitemens de ia 
Belgique, de la rive gauche da Khin et 
des Alpes, hors des anciennes limites de la 
France, sont et demeurent garantis aux ac« 
qu6reurs. 

Art. XXVIII. L’abolition d.es droits 
d’aobainc, de detraction, et autres de la 
ni£me nature, dans les pays qui Font re* 
ciproqoetnent stipul^e avec la France, ou 
qui lui avaient prccedemment, 6t£ if'unis, 
est expi{i6s6meut mamtenue. 

Art. XXIX. Le gouvernement Fran- 
9 ais s'engage a iaire restituei les obliga¬ 
tions et outres titres qui anraient cte saisis 
dans les provincts occupees par les armees 
on administrations FraiK^aises; et dans le 
cas” od la restitution ne pourrait en ^tre 
eflectuee, ces obligations et titres sont it 
demeurent andantis. 

Arp. XXX. Lessommes qui scront dues 
pour tous les travaux d’utilitd publique 
non encore teriuiods ou termines poste* 
neurement au 31 Dveembre 1812, sur le 
Rliin et dans les departemeiis detaches de 
la France par le piestnt Traile, passeront 
a la charge des luturs possesseuns du lei* 
ritore, et seront Iiquidce!> par la commis¬ 
sion chargee dc la liquidation des dettes 
des pays. 

Art.XXXL Les archives, caites, plans 
et documeits quelronques, appartenant 
aox pays c^dds ou coiiceinant leur admi¬ 
nistration, seront fid^lement rendus en 
mdme terns que le pays, ou, si cela dtait 
impossible, dans un d^'lai qui ne pourra 
dtre de plus de six mois, aprds la lemise 
des pays mdmes. 

Cette stipulation est applicable aux 
archives, caius, et planches, qui pour- 
raient avoir etc eidevcs dans les pays mo- 
Aientancment occupes par les diilcrentes 
armies. 

Art. XXXII. Bans le ddlai de deux 
mois, toutes les puissmicfs qui out 
engag^es de part et d*autre dans la pr^* 
seme mierre, enverront des plenipolentia* 

< Fes .1 V lenne pour reglei, rlans un Con* 
iHjgress general, lea arraiigemcns qui doivent 

< jlompiutei lesdispositionsdu piesentTraiic. 
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Abt. XXVI. From the Brst day of Ja¬ 
nuary, 1814, the French government shall 
cease to be charged with the payment of 
pensions, civil, military and ecclesiastical; 
pensions for retirement, and allowances 
lor reduction, to any individual who shall 
cease to be a French subject. 

Aar. XXVII. National domains ac¬ 
quired (or valuable condderations by 
French subjects in the late departments of 
Belgium, and of the left bank of the Rhine, 
and the Alps beyond the ancient limits of 
France, and which now cease to belong 
to her, shall be guaranteed to the pur- 
cllQS 61 *S 

Abt. XXVIIL The abolition of the 
" droite d'auhaine," *' de detraciion” and 
other duties of the same nature, in the 
rountrics which have reciprocally made 
that stipulation witii Fiauce, oi which 
have been formerly incorporated, shall 
be expressly niai.itainrd. 

Art. XXIX. The h’lench governmeni 
engages to restore all bonds, and other 
dccd><, which may h>ive been seiaed in the 
provinces occupied by the French armies 
or administrations; and in cases where 
such restitution rannot be elTected, these 
bonds and deeds become and continue 
void. 

Art. XXX. The sums which shall be 
due for all works of public utility not yet 
finished, or finished alter the .list of De- 
cembei, 1812, whether on the Rhine or in 
the departments detached from France by 
the present Tieaty, shall be placed to the 
account ol the future possessors of the 
territory, and shall be paid by the com¬ 
mission charged with the liquidation of 
the debts of that country. 

Alt r. XXXI. All archives, maps, plans 
and ducuniuiils whatever, belonging to 
the ceded countries, or respecting their 
adininist;atton, shall be faithfplly given 
up at the same time with the said coun¬ 
tries; or if that should be impossible, 
within a period not exceeding six months 
aftei the cession of the countries them¬ 
selves. 

This stipulation applies to the ai chives, 
maps, and plates, which may have been 
carried away from the coutUries during 
their temporary occupation by the difierent 
armies. 

Art. XXXII. All the powers engaged 
on either side in the present war, sbali, 
within the space of two months, send ple¬ 
nipotentiaries to Vienna, for the purpose 
of regulating in general Congie'is, the ar¬ 
rangements which are to complete the 
pioviftions of the present Treaty. 
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Art. Le prC'sent Traiti sera 

ratific et les ratifications en seront ^cbao* 
g6e<i dans le d£lat de qainze jours, ou 
plfiidt si faire 86 peut. 

En foi de qnoi les pl^nipotentiaires res- 
pectifs I’ont signd, et y ont appos^ le 
cachet d« leurs arraes. 

Fait i Paris, le trente M%i I’an de Grace, 
mil buit-cent quatorae. 

(L. .S.) CA&TLBRrAtiu. (L. S.) Le Princl de 
. (L. $.) Acekdeen. Benevent. 

(L. S.) Caihcaht. 

(L. S.) Charles Stlwart, Lieat.*Gen. 


AUTICLES ADDITIONNELS. 

AhT. 1. Sa Majestu Ires Chretienne, 
partageaiit sans reserve tous les sentimens 
de sa MajestS Biiianniquc, relativement d 
un genre dc commerte, que repousnent et 
les principes de la justice naturelle et tes 
Inmieres nes temps ou nous vivons, s’en- 
gage d unir an iutur Congies tuus ses ef- 
foits a ceuE de sa Majestc Britaiini(|ue, 
pour faire prononcer par toutes leg puis¬ 
sances de la Cbrcllento I’abolition de la 
Traite des Moirs, de teile sorte que la dite 
Traiie cesse uoivprsollenienl, coiume elle 
cessera definitivement, et dans tous les 
cas, de la part dc I a France, dans un dclai 
de cinq ann6e8: et qu’en outre, pendant 
la durec de ce delai aucun trailiquant 
d'esclaves ii’en puisse importer m vendre 
aillcurs que dans les colonies de I’diat 
dont il est su)et. 

Art. II. Le gouvernoment Britanniqne 
et le gouvernement Fran^ais, nummeiont 
incessament des commissaires pour liqut- 
der lehrs d^penses respcclives pour Pen- 
tretien des prisonniers dc guerre, atin de 
s’arranger sur la manicre d’acquitter I’ex- 
c6dent, qui se trourcra en faveur de I’une 
on de I’auire des deux puissances. 

Art. III. Les prisonniers de guerre 
respectifs seront tenus d’acquitter, avatit 
leur depart do lieu de leur dC'tention, les’ 
dettes parliculieres qu’ils pourraient y 
avoir contracteds, ou de douner au moins 
caution satisfaisante. 

Abt. IV. II sera accorde de part et 
d’autre, aassi-t6t aprds la ratification du 
present Traitfi dc Paix, main Iev6e do sC*. 
questre qui aurait ele mis depuis I’an 1792 
(mil sept cent quartre vingt douze), sur 
les foods, revenus, crC'ances et autres 
eflgtt quelconques des hautes parties con- 
tractantes ou de leurs sujets. 

Les rafimes commissaires dont il est fait 
mention i. I’Ar^le 2, a’occoperont de 
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Art. XXXIil. The present Treaty shall 
be ratified, and the ratifications shall be 
exchanged within the period of fifieen 
days, or sooner if possible. 

In witness whereof the respecti^ pleni* 
potentiaries have signed and aiiixed to it 
the seals of their arms. 

Bone at Paris the thirtieth of May, in 
the vear of our laird one ^ousand eight 
hundred and ioorteen. 

(L.S.) Cas'ilereacu. (L.S.)LEf*niNCCDft 
(L. S.) Akerdeen. Brnevent, 

(I« S) Cathcart. 

(L. S,} Charlis SrsnART, Lieut.-Gui. 


ADDITIONAL ARTICLES. 

Art, I. His Most Christian Majesty, 
concurring without reserve m the senti¬ 
ments of his Britannic Majesty, with re¬ 
spect to a description of traffic repugnant 
to the principles of natural justice and of 
the enlightened age in which we live, 
engages to unite alt his efiurts to those of 
his Britannic Majesty, at-the appioaching 
Congress, to induce all the powers of 
Christendom to decree the abolition of the 
Slave Trade, so that the said Trade sKall 
cease universally, as it shall cease defim» 
lively, under any circumstances, on the 
part ol the French government, in the 
course ol five years; and that, during the 
said period, no slave merchant shall im- 
poi t or sell slaves, except in the colonies 
qf the state of which he is a subject. 

Art. II. The British and French go¬ 
vernments shall name, without delay, 
commissioners to liquidate the accounts of 
their respective expences for the main¬ 
tenance of priaftners ol war, in order to 
determine the manner of paying the ba¬ 
lance which shall appear in favour of the 
one or the other of the two powers. 

Art. Ill, The respective prisoners of 
war, bcfoie their departure from the place 
of their detension, shall be obliged to dis¬ 
charge the private debts they may have 
contracted, or shall at least give sufficient 
security for the amount. 

Ast. IV. Immediately after the ratifi¬ 
cation of the present Treaty of Peace, the 
sequesters, which since the year l7Q2(one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-two) 
may have been laid on the funds, reve¬ 
nues, debts, or any other effects of the 
high contracting parties or then subjects, 
shall be taken off. 

The commissioners mentioned in the 2d 
Article shall undertake the examination of 
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l*«xam«n et de la liquidation de« r4cUma> 
tion* des sujeti de sa Majeste Britannique 
envers lo gou?ernempnt Fran^ais pour la 
valpor des bieno, meubles ou inuneobles, 
indaoneMt confisqu^n par Ips autorit^s 
Eranoaiaea, ainsi quo poor la perte totale 
OQ partielle de leor crgances oa autres 
propriet£s iuduement retenues sous le b6 « 
questre depuis Fannie 1792, (mil sept 
cent quatre vingt donze). 

La France s'engaged traiter 4 cet 6gard 
les sujets Anglais uTec la m£me justice 
qoe les sujets Fran 9 ais ont ^prouv6 en 
Angleterre; et le governement Anglais 
d68iraut concourrir pour sa part an nouveau 
t^moignage que les puissancrs allies ont 
▼oolu donner d sa Majcstg tres Cretienne, 
de leor d4sir de fairc disparaitre les con¬ 
sequences de Flpoque de malheur si 
beureusement teiminee par la presente 
paix, s’engage de son cote, d renoncer, 
des que justice complette sera rendue ases 
sujets, d la totalit6 de Fcxc6dent qui se 
tiouverait en sa fuveurrelativementd I’en- 
tretien des prisonniers de guerre : de nia- 
nicre que la ranficaiion du resultat du 
travail des cummissaires susmentioiinds et 
J’acquit des sonKnes, ainsi qne la restitu¬ 
tion des cBets qui seroni juges appartenir 
aux sujets de sa Mjjesle Britannique com- 
pletteronr sa renonciation. 

AiiT. V. Les deux bautes parties cun- 
tractantes, desirant d’etablir les relations 
les plus amicales entre leur sujets respec- 
tifs, se reservent et prometient de s’en- 
tendre, et de s'arranger le plu-tut que faire 
se pourra sur leur interots commerciaux 
dans rimentiuD d'cnconrager et d’aug- 
inenter la prosp£rit£ de leurs ^tais res- 
pectifs. 

Lespr^sens Articles addkionnales aiiront 
la mdme force et vaieur que s'ils etaient 
iosSi^s mot d mot au traitf' de ce jour. 
Us seront rattb^ et les ratifications eif 
serofit cchangSes en rodme terns. 

En foi de quoi, les pidnipotentiaires 
respect! fs ies ontitignds et y ont apposes 
le cachet de leurs armes. 

Fait d Paris, le treote Mai, Fan de 
Grace mil hmt cent qaatorze. 


(L.S,) CASTLXaENGH, (L S.) LxPwnce 
(L. S) Aberdeen. db Benevbnt, 

(L. S.) Cathcart. 

(L. S.) Charlbs Stbwart, Lieut.-Gen, 


3^1^ qf Peace wifli Ftunce^ (9001 

the claloH of bis Britannic Majesty's sub¬ 
jects upon the French government, for the 
▼aloe of the property, moveable or im¬ 
movable, illegally confiscated by the 
French authorities, as also for the total or 
partial loss of their debts or other pro¬ 
perty, illegally detained under sequester 
since tbe year 1792, (one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-two). 

France engages to act towards British 
subjects in this respect, in the same spirit 
of justice which the French subjects have 
experienced in Great Britain; and his 
Britannic Majesty, desiring to concur in 
the new pledge which the allied powers 
have given to his most Christian Majesty, 
of their desire to obliterate every trace of 
that disastrous epocha so happily termi¬ 
nated by the present peace, engages on 
his part, when cumplete justice shall be 
rendered to his subjects, to renounce tbe 
whole amount of the balance which shall 
appear in his favour for she support of the 
prisoners of war, so that the ratification of 
the report of the above commissioners, and 
the discharge of the sums due to British 
subjects, as well as the restitution of the 
effects which shall be proved to belong to 
them, shall complete tbe renunciation. 

Art. V. The two high contracting 
parties, desiring to establish the most 
fiieiidly relations between their respec¬ 
tive subjects, reserve to themselves, and 
promise to come to a mutual understand¬ 
ing and arrangement, as soon as possible, 
upon their commercial interests, with the 
view of encoara|;ing and increasing tbe 
prosperity of tlieir respective states. 

The present additional Articles ahall 
have tbe same force and validity as if they 
were inserted, word for word, in the Treaty 
Patent of this day. They shall be ratified, 
and tbe ratifications shall be exchanged 
at the same time. 

In witness whereof, the respective ple¬ 
nipotentiaries have signed and affixed to 
them ibe seals of their arms. 

Done at Paris, the thirtieth day of 
May, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and four¬ 
teen. 

(L. S.) Castlereagh. (L. S.) LePrincsdx 
(L S.) Aberorbn. Benevbnt. 

(L, S.) Cathcart. 

(L S.) Charles Stewart, Lieot.-Gea* 
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PAPERS KtXATiircio tbb latb ffsao* 
ciATioNS fOBr Pba®*.] Lofd CwRerei^h 
presented io the House tbe followiog 
Papers: 

Ko. !• Extract of a Dispatch from 
Viscount Castlerea^ to the Earl of 
Liferpool; dated, Paris, April I3tb, 
1814. 

I desired, however, to decline, on the 
part of my government, being more than 
an acceding party to the Treaty; and de* 
elared, that tbe Art of Accession, on the 
part of Great Britain, could not go beyond 
tbe territorial arrangements proposra in 
the Treaty,'* 

(Enc)o6ure.)->-Extrait d’une Puotocole, 
Pans, 10th April, 1814. 

Lrs pl^nipotentiaires de sa majeste 
PEmpereur Napoleon, et ceux des puis* 
sanccs alliees, s'etant r^unis aojoard'hui, 
sont convenus des Articles do Traite qui 
hxe lrs arrangements relatifs 4 I'Em- 
perour Napoleon et dsa famiile. 

Lord Castlerengh, ministre de sa Ma* 
jestd Britanniqiie, a declare, que l’Angle« 
terre ne pouvoit iutervenir comme partie 
au sosdit Traite; mais a promis de rap*' 
porter TActe d'Accession de sa cour, dans 
le plus brel delai, en tant que crla concerne 
la libre possession et paisible jouissance en 
toute souverainete de Tisle de I'Elbe, et 
des duch6s de Parfise, Plaisance, et 
Guastalla. Lord Castlereagb a aussi pro- 
mis de donner Its passeports etauretes ne- 
cessaires pour le voyage. 

(Translation.)—Extract of a P«otocolb, 
Paris, 10th April, 1814. 

The plenipotentiaries of bis majesty the 
Emperor Napoleon, and those of tbe 
allied powers, being assembled this day, 
have agreed upon the Articles of the 
Treaty which determines the arrange¬ 
ments relative to the Emperor Napoleon 
and his family.* 


* Tbe following is a Copy of the 
Articles of the Treaty between the 
Allied Powers and his majesty tbe 
Emperor Napoleon, 

Art. 1. His majesty the Emperor Na¬ 
poleon renounces for himself, bis suc¬ 
cessors, and descendants, as well for all 
the members of bis family, all right of 
sovereignty and dominion, as well as to 
the French empire, and the kingdom of 
Italy, as ovpr every other country. 


Peace. JomSS, W4. 

Lord Caidereagh* minister of Ids BrN 
tannic Majesty, declared that England 
could not become a party to tbe aaid 
Treaty; but be promised to give in the 
Act of Accesfioii of his court, vridi tho 
leest delay, to so much as concerns tbe 
free possession and peaceable enjoyment 
in full sovereignty of tbe island of Elba, 
and the duchies of Parma, Placentia and 
Guastalla. Lord Castlereagb also pro,, 
miaed to give the necessary passports and 
securities for the voyage. 

No. 2. Copy of Dispatch from Lord 
Castlereagb to Earl Bathurst; dated, 
Paris, 27 th April, 1814. 

Paris, April 27,1814. 

My Lord; I have the honour to trans¬ 
mit to your lordship an Act, which I have 
this day executed here, containing the 
accession of Great Britain to certain 
parts of the Treaty lately concluded, wUli 
respect to the family and person of Napo¬ 
leon Buonaparte. I am, &c. &c. 

(Signed) CastiiEksagh. 

The Earl Bathurst, 

&c. &c. Ac. 

• 

Certified Copy of the Act of Accession 
on tbe part of Great Britain, to the 
Treaty with respect to Napoleon 
Buonaparte, April 27,1814. 

Whereas their imperial and royal ma¬ 
jesties, the Emperor of Austria, King of 
Hungary and Bohemia, the Emperor of 
all Russias, and the King of Prussia, 
have entered into a Treaty, concluded at 
Paris on the llth April of the present 
year, for the purpose of granting for such 
respective periods, as in tbe said Treaty 
are mentioned, to the person and family 
of Napoleon Buonaparte, the possession in 
sovereignty of tbe island of Elba, and the 
duchies of Parma, Placentia and Guastalla, 
and for all other purposes; which Treaty 
has been communicated to the Prince 
Begent of tbe United Kingdom of Great 


Art. 2 . Their majesties the Emperor 
Napoleon and Maria Louisa shall retain 
their titles and rank, to be enjoyed 
during their lives. The mother, the 
brothers, sisters, nephews and nieces of 
tbe Emperor, shall also retain, wherever 
they may reside, the titles of princes of 
his family. 

Art. 3. The Isle of Elba, adopted by 
his majesty the Emperor Napoleon as the 
place of hiB residence, shall form, during 
his life, a separate principality, which 
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Britain and Ireland, by the ministers of 
their imperial and royal majesties, the 
Emperor of Austria, King of Hungary and 


ebaU be possessed by him in full sove* 
reignty and property ; there shall be be¬ 
sides granted, in full property, to the em¬ 
peror Napoleon, an annual revenue of 
2 , 000 , 0001 . francs, in rent charge, in the 
great book of France, of which 1,000,000 
shall be in reversion to the Empress. 

Art. 4. The duchies of Parma, Pla¬ 
centia, and Guastalla, shall be granted, in 
full property and sovereignty to her raa* 
jesty the Empress Maria Louise; they 
shall pass, to her son, and to the de¬ 
scendants in the right line. The prince, 
her son, shall from henceforth take the 
title of Prince of Parma, Placentia, and 
Guastalla. 

Art. 5. All the powers engage to em¬ 
ploy their good offices to cause to be 
respected by the Barbary powers the fl.ig 
and the territory of the Isle of Elba, fur 
which purpose the relations with the' 
Barbary powers shall be assimilated to 
those with France. j 

Art. 6. There shall be reserved in the 
territories hereby renounced, to his ma-l 
jesty the Emperor Napoleon, for himself 
and his family, domains or rent.charges 
in the great book of France, producing 
a revenue clear of all deductions and 
charges, of 2,500,000 francs. These 
domains or rents shall belong, in full 
propel tv, and to be disposed of as 
they shall think fit, to the princes 
and princesses of his family, and shall be 
divided amongst them in such manner that 
the revenue of each shall be in the fol -1 
lowing proportion; viz. j 

Francs. : 

To Madame Mere - - - - 300,000 

To King Joseph and his Queen 500,000*' 
To King Louis . - . . . 200,000 j 

To the Queen Ilortense and to > I 

her children ----- 400,000 
To King Jerome and his Queen 500,000 
To the Princess Eliza - - - 300.000 

To the Princess Paulina - - 300,000 


2,500,000 

The princes and princesses of the house 
of the Emperor Napoleon shall retain be¬ 
sides their property, movable and immov¬ 
able, of tvhatever nature it may be, which 
they shall possess by individual and public 
right, and the rents of which they shall 
enjoy (also as individuals.) 


Bohemia, the Empf ror of all the Bussias, 
and the King of Prussia; who, in the 
name of their respective sovereigns, have 

• 

Art. 7. The annual pension of the Em¬ 
press Josephine shall be reduced to 
1,000,000, in domains, or in inscriptions 
in the great book of France: she shall 
continae to enjoy, in full property, all her 
private property, movable and immovable, 
with power to dispose of it confurmably 
to the French laws. 

Art. 8. There shall be granted to Prince 
Eugene, viceroy of Italy, a suitable esta¬ 
blishment out of France. 

Art. 9. The property wiiich his majesty 
the Emperor Napoleon possessesinFrance, 
either as extraordinary domain, or as 
private domain, attached to the crown, 
the funds placed by the emperor, either 
in the great book of France, in the bank 
of France, in the Actions des Foreis, or in 
any other manner, and which his majesty 
abandons to the crown, shall be reserved 
as a capital, which shall not exceed 
2,000,000, to be expended in gratifications 
in favour of such persons, whose names 
shall be contained in a list to be signed 
by the Emperor Napoleon, and which 
snail be transmitted to the French govern¬ 
ment. 

Art. 10. All the crown diamonds shall 
remain in France. 

Art. II. His majesty the Emperor Na¬ 
poleon shall return to the treasury, and 
to the other public chests, ail the sums 
and elTticts that shall have been taken out 
by bis orders, with the e.xception of what 
has been appropriated from the civil list. 

Art. 12. The debts of (he houshold of 
his majesty the Emperor Napoleon, such 
as they were on the day of the signature of 
the present Treaty, shall be immediately 
discharged out of the arrears due by the 
public treasury to the civil list, according 
to a list, which shall be signed by a com¬ 
missioner appointed for that purpose. 

Art. 13. The obligations of the Mont- 
Napoleon, of Milan, towards all the cre¬ 
ditors, whether Frenchmen or foreigners, 
shall be exactly fulfilled, unless there 
shall be any change made in this respect. 

Art. 14. There shall be given all the 
necessary passports for the free passage of 
his majesty the Emperor Napoleon, or of 
the empress, the princes, and princesses, 
and all the persons of their suites who 
wish to accompany them, or to establish 
themselves out of France, as well as four 
the passage of all the equipages, horses* 
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jointly invited tbe Prince Kegent to secede 
to the Bsme in the naio’e sod on the behalf 
of his Majesty. 

His royal highness the Prince Regent, 
having fall knowledge of the contents of 
tbe said Treaty, accedes to the same, in 
the name and on the behalf of his Majestyf 
as far as respects the stipulations relative 
to the possession in sovereignty of the 
i<iland of Elba, and also of the duchies of 
Parma, Placentia and Onasialla. But bis 
Royal Highness is not to be coubidcred, by 
.this Act of Accession, to have become a 
patty, in the name of his Majesty, to any 
of the other provisions and stipulations 
contained theiein. 

(jiven under iny hand and seal, at Paris, 
this tvirenty'Seventh day of April, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hun¬ 
dred and fourteen. 

By command of his royal highness the 
Prince Regent, acting in the name and on 
the behalf of his Majesty. 

(L. S.) Ca&tlereach. 

A true Copy, 

Castlereagh. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Friday, June 2+. 

Thanks ofthe House to Lieut.-Gene- 
EAL Siu William Stewakt.] Lieutenant* 

and cllects belonging to them. 'I’be allied 
powers shall in consequence furnUb officers 
and men for escorts. 

Art. 16. The French imperial guard 
shall furnish a detachment of from 1,200 
to 1,600 men, of all arms, to serve as an 
escort to the Emperor Napoleon to St. 
Tropes, the place of his embarkation. 

Art. 16. There shall be furnished a 
corvette and the necessary transport ves¬ 
sels to convey to the place of bis destina¬ 
tion his majesty the Emperor Napoleon 
and his bousiiold; and the corvette shall 
belong, in full property, to his majesty tbe 
Emperor. 

Art. 17. The Emperor Napoleon Khali 
be allowed to take with him and retain as 
his guard 400 men, volunteers, as'well 
officers, as sub officers and soldiers. 

Art. 18. No Frenchman who shall have 
followed the Emperor Napoleon or his 
family, shall be held to have forfeited bis 
rights as such, by not returning to France 
within three years, at least they shall not 
be comprised in the exceptions which the 
French government reserves to itself to 
grant after the expiration of that term. 


General tbe hon. sir William Stewart, being 
come to the House, Mr. Speaker ac¬ 
quainted him, that the House bad, upon 
the 7tb of July, 1«13, resolved, That the 
Thanks of this Bouse be given to him, for 
his great exertions upon tbe 21st of dune 
1813 was Vittoria, when tbe French army 
was completely defeated by the allied' 
forces under the MarqUessof We]lingtoii*f 
command; and Mr. Speaker gave him 
the Thanks of the House accordingly, as 
follows; 

'* Lieut.-general Sir William Stewart. 

•• 1 have to thank you, in the name of 
your country, for a series of signal and 
splendid services; and first, for that which 
vour gallantry atebieved in the battle of 
Vittoria. 

” When the usurper of tbe Spanish 
crown put bis fortunes to tbe last hazard, 
it was the brave second divbioo of tba 
allied army, directed by lord Hill, and 
acting under your command, which began 
the operations of that memorable day, and 
by its irresistible valour mainly contri¬ 
buted to that victory, which drove back 
the armies of France to their own frontier, 
and rescued the Peninsula from its invaders 
and oppressors. 

" By your atchievements in that field of 
glory, you enrolled your name amongst 
the distinguished officers opon whom this 
House bestowed the honour of its thanks; 


Art, 19. The Polish troops, of all arms, 
in the service of France, shall be at liberty 
to return home, and shall retain their 
arms and baggage, as a testimony of their 
honourable services. The officers, sub- 
ofilcers, and soldiers shall retain tbe deco¬ 
rations which have been granted to them, 
and the pensions annexed to those deco¬ 
rations. 

Art. 20. The high allied powef^ gua¬ 
rantee tbe execution of all tbe Articles of 
the present Treaty, and engage to obtain 
that It shall be adopted and guaranteed by 
France. 

Art. 21. The present Act shall be 
ratified, and the ratifications exchanged at 
Paris within two days, or sooner if possible. 

Done at Palis the 11th of April, 1814. 
(L. S.J The i*rinc‘“ de Mettebnich — 
J. P. Compte de Stauion—Am- 

IJKE Compte de RASOM<lUPF^K^ — 

Charles Hoeert Compte de Nes¬ 
selrode—CASTLFUKA cn-(.'HARI.Ck 

Auguste Baron de HAHiirNHEno. 

(L.S.) MarAharNEY. 

(L.S.) Caulijujoubi* 
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and I do therefore now, iit the name and 
by the ceotmaod of the Commona of the 
aoitad kmgdom of Great Britain and Ire- 
iandf ill parliament assembled, deliver to 
yon their unanimous Thanks, for your 
grtA exertions, in the splendid and 
oecisive victory obtained on the 2 let of 
June, 1813, near Vittoria, when the French 
army was completely defeated and routed, 
with the total loss of all its artillery, stores, 
and baggage/' 

Upon which Lieutenant-General Sir 
William Stetoart said: 

** Mr. Speaker;—Unaccustomed as I 
am to express iny sentiments before so 
important an assembly of my countrymen, 
or to I'eceive praise for what few services 
1 may have rendered in my profession, in 
ao liberal and so generous a manner as you 
have now conveyed the sense of this 
House, 1 am at a loss to make any adequate 
return; 1 feel, however, deeply on this 
roud occasion: 1 should be ungraterui if 

were to take to myself much of the 
merit that you have been pleased to as¬ 
cribe to my services in the particular 
action in question; for to those who gal¬ 
lantly supported me, is the merit due : I 
Cannot advert to that battle, and not submit 
to the memoiy, and, if 1 may use the term, 
to the affection of this House, the name of 
one gallant officer upon whom the brunt 
of the contest particularly fell; 1 mean. 
Sir, the late colonel Cadogan: the fall of 
thA officer was glorious, as bis last mo¬ 
ments were marked by the success of a 
favourite regiment, upon the magnanimity 
of whose conduct he kept his eyes fixed 
during the expiring hour of a well-finished 
life. I sliould be ungrateful fur the ser* 
vices which were rendered me by colonel 
Cameron and by general Byng, on that, 
and on all occasions, if 1 were not thus 
publicly to advert to them in my present 
place ; fpr to their exeitions and support 
am 1 indebted for the success of those 
measures of which 1 am reaping the rich 
reward from my country at your too gene¬ 
rous hand this day. Ferroil me. Sir, to 
repeat my gratitude for the too kind and 
too flattering manner in which you have 
oootmunicated tbe sense of this House to 
me this day ; 1 should be truly ungrateful 
jf I did not feel tlie honour in its full 
fiHTcc, and 1 should be doubly so towards 
you. Sir, if I were insensible to the 
peculiarly diAinguished mode in which 
you have now conferred that honour upon 
me.-" 


. Thanks of thb House to Li£ut.-G£nk« 
XAL Sta Wm. Stbwakt and MASOR-OBNBi. 
RAL Pringle.] Major-general William 
Henry Pringle being also come to the 
House, and lieut.-general tbe hon. sir W'il- 
liam Stewart being present, Mr. Speaker 
acquainted them that the House bad, upon 
tbe Sth of November last, resolved, that 
the Thanks of this House be given to them 
for tbe valour, steadiness, and exertion, so 
successfully displayed by them in repell¬ 
ing the repeated attacks made on the 
positions of the allied army by the whole 
French force, under the command of 
marshal Soult, between the 25th of July 
and 1st of August last; and Mr. Speaker 
gave them the Thanks of the House accord¬ 
ingly, as follows: < 

“ Lieut.-general sir Willintn Stewart 
and major-general Pi ingle, 

" It IS my duty now to deliver to you 
conjointly the Thanks of this House, for 
your gallant and meritorious services in 
those memorable actions which completed 
tbe liberation oi Spain. 

“ The inhabitants of the Pyrenees, who 
witnessed those mighty conflicts, will long 
point out to their admiring countiymen, 
those various heights and passes where 
the valour of British troops, under your 
command, at some times repelled the at¬ 
tacks of superior fniee, where at other 
times its steadiness effected a retreat which 
only led to a more certain victory, and 
where, finally, it returned with an over¬ 
whelming pursuit upon the broken ranks 
of the enemy: they will also point out 
those spots where the gallant officers whom 
wc now see amongst us fought through 
long and toilsome days, u here a Stewart 
made his stand, and where the noblest 
blood of Scotland was shed in its defences. 
Tbe historians of those campaigns will 
also record that your exploits were 
honoured with the constant and unqualified 
piaises of that iDuslrfous commander, 
whose name stands highest upon our roll 
of roilitaiy lenown. 

<' For your impoitant share in those 
operations, this House thought fit to bestow 
upon you the acknowledgments of its gra¬ 
titude ; and 1 do now accordingly, in the 
name and by the command of the Cpm- 
raons of this united kingdom, deliver to 
you their unanimous Thanks, for the valour, 
steadiness, and exertion, so successfully 
displayed by you, in repelling the repeated 
attacks made on the positions oi the allies 
by the whole French force under marshal 
Suuit, between tbe 25tii of July and 1st of 
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August last, and for your undaunted per* 
severance, by which the allied army was 
finally established on the frontier of 
France.” 

Upon which lieutenant-general Sir Wilr 
Jiam Stewart said: 

*' Mr. Speaker-As I have before had 
the honour of stating, 1 must feel. Sir, that 
to others is doe from me, while receiving 
the highest honour that can be bestowed 
on a British soldier, the report of their 
admirable conduct during the actions in 
question: supported as 1 was by my gal- 
lant iriend on my right, (major-general 
Pringle,) by such corps as the 02d High¬ 
landers, or the 50th British Intantry, 1 
should have been without excu'<e if a less 
firm stand had been made on the positions 
of the Pyrenees than was made; I should 
have done injustice to the design of our 
great captain, and to the instructions of 
my own immediate commander, if I bad 
less exerted myself than I did on these 
occasions. 

** That our endeavours have met with 
the approbation of our country, and have 
received from yon. Sir, so generous an 
expiession of that approbation, is the 
pioudest event of our lives; it ought and 
will animate us to devote our best exertions 
ill the future seivice of that country.” 

Major-general William llemif Pringle 
then said; 

“ Mr. Speaker 1 am highly sensible 
of the honuui T have just received by the 
Thanks of this House; 1 consider their 
approbation as the most honourable re¬ 
ward winch a military man can receive, 
and one far beyond witat any feeble efibrts 
of mine rah deserve. The able arrange¬ 
ment of the general under whom 1 served, 
and I lie bravery of the troops 1 had' the 
hoi^iur to roinrnund, left little to be done 
by any extriions of mine, which 1 feel 
more than amply rewarded by the appro- 
baiion of this House. The satisfaction 1 
feel on this occasion, is still farther in¬ 
creased by the very fiaitering manner in 
,whicli you have been plea'<ed to com¬ 
municate the Thanks of the House to me. 

Thanks of the House to Lieutenant- 
Generais Sir Thos. Picton, Sir Wm. 
Stewart, Sir Henry Clinton, ano Major 
General Puingle.] Lieutenant-Generals 
sir Thomas Picton and sir Henry Clinton, 
being also come to the House, and lieut.* 
geneial air William Stewart and major* 
(VOL. XXVIII.) 


general WiUiaiii Henry Pringle 'being 
preseitt, Mr. Speaker acquainted tbem, 
that the House bad, upon the 24tb day «|f 
March lasl^ resolvf^. That the Thanks ef 
this House be given to them for their able 
and distinguished cendnet tbrongboiit the 
operations which conehided with the entire 
defeat of the enemy at Ortfaes, on the 27th 
of February last, and the occupation of 
Bourdeaux by the allied forces; and Mr. 
Speaker gave them the Thanks of the 
House accordingly, as follows; 

Lieutenant-general sir Thomas Picton, 
lieutenant-general sir William Stew¬ 
art, lieutenant-general sir Henry 
Clinton, and major-general Pringle. 

" You stand amongst us ibis day. to re* 
ceive our Thanks for great and signal vic¬ 
tories won by British arms in the fields of 
France. 

“ Descending from the Pyrenees, sur* 
mounting in adverse seasons, all the diffi¬ 
culties of a country deeply intersected, 
and passing with unparalleled skill and 
boldiiesstlie formidable torrentsof Navarre, 
after a senes of arduous and sanguinary 
conflicts, you came up with the collected 
forces of the enemy, posted upon tha 
heights of Orlhes. Altai ked on all sides 
by British valour, the troops of France at 
length gave way, and commenced their 
lutreat; pressed however upon each flank, 
that retreat was soon changed into a flight, 
and that flight to a total loui: pursuing 
their broken legions across the Adour, 
and seising upon llieir strong holds and 
accumulated resources, you then laid open 
your way, on the one hand, to the deliver¬ 
ance of Bourdeaux, and, on the other, to 
the lamented but glorious day of Tou* 
louse. 

It has been your fortune to reap the 
latest laurels in this long and memorable 
war • and, leading forward your victorioua 
columns from the Tagus to the (.aronRe, 
you have witnessed, with arms m youc 
bands,the downfaiiof that gigantic tyranny 
which your own prowess has so materially 
contributed to overthrow, 

•* informed ofthese triumpbatit exploits,, 
this House lost no time in recording ita 
Thanks to ali who had bravely fought the 
battits of their country. But to those 
whom we glory to reckon amongst our 
own members, it is my duty and happi* 
ness to deliver those Thanks personally. 
And I do now accordingly, in the name, 
and by the command of the Commons of 
this United Kingdom, deliver to you their 
(P) 
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otiantmoos Thanks, for yoor able and dU- 
tingoiBited conduct throughout all those 
operations srhich concluded \vith the entire 
defeit of the enemy at Orthes, and the 
Oiccapation of Bourdeaux by the allied 
farces of Great Britain, Spain, and For- | 
tagal,” ! 

Upon which lieutenant-general sir Tho¬ 
mas Picton said: 

" Mr. Speaker; 1 return my thanks to 
this honourable House for the honour con¬ 
ferred upon me. 

Lieutenant-general sir WiUiam Stewart 
then said: 

*' Mr. Speaker; 1 feel orercome by the 
repeated honour which you have now con¬ 
ferred on me,and can but ill express what 
1 am sensible of on this occasion of high 
personal honour; 1 can only say, Sir, that 
inymir, as well as those who were under 
my command in the memorable actions 
al^ed to by you. Sir, did our duty to the 
best of our power, and have now been 
greatly rewaiided. The most happy events 
nave returned us to our country, and that 
we may act the part of good citizens, as 
yoif have been pleased to say that we 
have done that of good soldiers, is our 
next duty. 

•• If future events call us again to the 
field, a circumstance that may heaven long 
avert, our greatest good fortune will be, 
to serve under the auspices of so generous 
a House of Commons as that which 1 now 
address; and more especially to have the 
generous sentiment of that House com¬ 
municated through BO liberal a channel as 
has been the case this day.” 

Lieut.-gen. sir Henry Clinton then said : 

** Mr. Speaker; 1 am very grateful to 
the House for the honour which has been 
conferred upon me by their vote of Thanks 
for my services in the battle of Orthes. I 
feel proud to have been thought deserving 
of this high and distinguished reward; 
and 1 beg. Sir, that you will accept my 
best thanks for the obliging terms in which 
you have conveyed the vote of the House.” 

Major general WUliaot Henry Fringle 
then said : 

Mr Speaker; I mast again repeat the 
high sense I feel of the honour I have re¬ 
ceived; and must esteem this as the 
proadestday of my life, in which my con¬ 
duct has twice met the the approbation of 
this Hook.'* 

Lord Castkret^ said, that gratifying as 
.it was to the House and the country, to 
.witness the thanhe of the House returned 
to the gallant officers who had ju&t sat 
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down, he could only say that the p1ea.<ure 
was increased by bearing them delivered 
from the chair with so much elegance and 
dignity. He therefore moved, " That 
what has been now said by Mr. Speaker, 
in giving the Thanks of th<s Ilou'.t to lieu¬ 
tenant generals sir Thomas Piclon, the 
honourable sir William Stewart, and sir 
Henry Clinton, and major general Wil¬ 
liam flenry Pringle, together with their 
answers thereto, be printed in the votes of 
this day.” Ordered, nem. con. 

Copy op the Record of the Con¬ 
viction OF Lord Cochrane and OrnFES.J 
Mr. White, from the Court of KingV 
beneb, presented at the bar, the following 
Paper,intituled—Easter Term. 54-ih Geo. 3, 
1814. London, the King against De Be- 
renger and others. Copy of Record. 

Pleas before our lord the King at West¬ 
minster, of Easter term, in the 54tb 
year of the reign of our sovereign lord 
George the 3d, by the grace ol God 
of the united kingdom of Gieat Bri¬ 
tain and Ireland, King, defender of 
the faith. 

Amongst the Pleas of the King. Roll. 

" London. Sometime ago (that is to 
say) on Wednesday, the 20th day of April, 
in tlie^ Uh year of tne reign ofoui sovereign 
lord Geoige the 3d, by the grace of God, 
of the unUe.d kingdom of Great Britain and 
lreland,King,defender of the faith; at the 
general session of Oyer and Terminer of 
oor lord the King, liolden fur the city oi 
lAindon, at Justice-hall in the Old Bailey, 
within the parish of St. Sepulchre, in the 
ward of Farriiigdon without, iii London 
aforesaid ; before William Duinville, esq., 
mayor of the city of London, the right 
hon. Edward lord Ellenborougb, chief 
juslire of our said lord the King, assigned 
to hold pleas before ibe King himself, sir 
Alan Chambre, knt., one of the justices of 
our said lord the King, of his court of 
Common Pleas, sir Robert Graham, knt., 
one of the barons of our said lord the 
King, of his court of I'kcbei^er, sir 
Richard Carr Glyn, barU, sir John Perring, 
bart., air Charles Flower, hart., aldermen 
of the said city, John Sylvester, esq.. 
Recorder of the said city, sir Matthew 
Bloxam, knt., Robert Albion Cox, esq., other 
of the aldermen of the said city, Newman 
Knowiys, esq., and others their fellows, 
justices of our said lord the King, assigned 
by letters patent of our said lord the 
Ring, made under the great seal of our 
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said lord tha King of the united kingdom | 
of Great Britain and Ireland, to the same ' 
jnstices above named and othera, or any 
two or more of them directed, to enquire ' 
more fully the truth, by the oath of good 
and lawful men of the city of London, and ' 
by other ways, means, and methods, by 
which they should or might better know, | 
(as well within liberties as without), by ' 
whom the truth of the matter might be 
better known, of ail treasons, misprisions 
of treasons, insurrections, rebellions, coim- 
terfeitings, clippings, washings, false coin* 
ings, and other falsities of the money, of 
Great Britain and other kingdoms or do> 
minions whatsoever, and of all morthers, 
felonies, manslaughters, killings, burgla* 
ries, rapes of women, unlawful meetings, 
conventicles, unlawful uttering of words, 
assemblies, mispris.uits, cniilrdc‘racies,fdise 
allegations, trespasses, riots, routs, reten* 
tioiis, escapes, conlempu, falsities, negli> 
gences, concealments, maintenances, op> 
pressions, champarties, deceipts, and all 
other evil doings, ollences, anti injuries 
wliatsoevtr, and also the accessaries of 
them, wiilnn the city aforesaid (as well 
within liberties as without), by whomso* 
ever, and in what manner soever done, 
rommitted or pn petiated, and by whom or 
lo whom, when, how, and after what man¬ 
ner, and of all other articles and circum¬ 
stances conreiiiiiig the premises, and 
every nf thrm, or any of them in any 
manner whatsoever; and the said treasons, 
and otliei the premises, to bear and deter¬ 
mine, according lo the laws and customs 
of England, by the oath of twelve jurors, 
good and lawful men of the said city, then, 
there sworn, and charged to enquire for 
our said loid the King for the body of the 
same city ; it was ptesenled «s followeth, 
(that is to say) London : the jurors for our 
lord the King upon their oath present. 
That at the times of committing the se¬ 
veral oflences in this first count, and the 
several other counts of this indictmenf 
mentioned, there was, and for a long time 
before (to wit) two years and upwards, had 
been an open and public war between our 
lord the king and his subjects, and his 
allies and the then ruler of France (to 
wit) Napoleon Buonapart6 and the people 
of France; and that Charles Random De 
Berenger, laia of the parish of St. Mary, 
Lambeth, in the county of Surrey, gentle¬ 
man; sir Thomas Cochrane, commonly 
called lord Cochrane, late of the parish 
of St. George, Hanover-square, in the 
county of Middlesex^ knight of tho bath; 


Andrew Cochrane Johnstone, Ute of the 
parish of St. Mary-le-Bone, in the said 
county of Middlesex, esq.; Richard Qa- 
thorne Butt, late of the said parish of 
Maryle-Bmte, in the said county ot Mid¬ 
dlesex, gentleman ; Ralph Sandom, late of 
the parish of Northlleet, in the county of 
Kent, gentleman; Alexander M‘Rae»late 
of London, gentleman; John Peter Hol¬ 
loway, late of London aforesaid, wine 
merchant; and Henry Lyte, late of the 
parish of St. Martin in the Fields, in the 
said county of Middlesex, gentleman; 
supposing and believing, that false reports 
and rumours of the death of the said Na¬ 
poleon Buonapmrtd, and of disasters and 
losses having recently occurnsd and hap¬ 
pened to the said people of France, would 
induce the subjects of our said lord the 
King, to suppose and believe, that a peace 
between our said lord the King and bis 
subjects, and the said people of France, 
would soon be made, and that an increaM 
and rise in the prices of the public go¬ 
vernment funds, and other government 
securities of this kingdom, would be occa¬ 
sioned thereby, and unlawfully, designed¬ 
ly, and fraudulently contriving, ancf in¬ 
tending to injure and aggrieve the sub¬ 
jects of our said lord the King, who should 
make purchases of, and in the said public 
government funds, and government secu¬ 
rities of this kingdom, on the 19th day of 
February, in the 54th year of the reign of 
our sovereign lord George the Sd, by the 
grace of God of the united kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, King, defender of the 
faith, with force and arms at London, that 
is to say, at the parish of St. Bartholomew, 
by the Exchange, in the ward of Broad- 
street, in London aforesaid, unlawfully, 
knowingly, designedly, and fiaudulently 
did conspire, combine, confederate, and 
agree together, to make and propagate, 
and to cause and procure to be mode and 
propagated, a false report and rumour, that 
the French bad been then lately beaten in 
battle, and that the said Napoleon Buona¬ 
parte was killed, and that the allies of our 
said lord the King were in Paris, and that 
they, the said Charles Random De Berenger, 
sir I'horoas Cochrane, Andrew Cochrane 
Johnstone, Richard Gatbome Butt, Ralph 
Sandom, Alexander M*Rae, John Peter 
Holloway, and Henry Lyie, would there¬ 
by. as far as in them lay, induce the sub¬ 
jects of our said lord the King, to suppeae 
and believe, that a peace would SDon be 
made between our said lord the King and bis 
subjecia and tbu said people of France, and 
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oocanon aninctctMe and rise in the pricesof 
the pabtiegotemmeDt fundsf and other go- 
aernmea^ sdcnrities of this kingdom ; and 
that they, the said sir Thomas Cochrane, 
Andrew Cochrane Johnstone, Richard Ga> 
llsorae Butt, and John Peter Holloway 
Tepectively, should tlien sell, and cause, 
fuiAprocure (o be sold for them, the said 
•ir Thomas Cochrane, Andrew Cochrane 
Johnstone, Ri(;hard Gathorne Butt, and 
John Peter Holloway respectively, to 
diveis of the liege subjects of our said lord 
the King, divers large parts and shares of, 
and in the said public government funds, 
and other government securities, at higher 
and greater prices than the said parts and 
shares of and in the said public goverment 
funds, and other government securities, 
would otherwise sell for, with a wicked and 
fraudulent intention, to thereby cheat and 
defraud the said liege subjects of our said 
lord the King of divers large sums of 
money: and that afterwards (to «it) on 
the 21st day of February, in the 54th 
year aforesaid, *>t the parishand ward ature* 
Said, in London aforesaid (to wit) at Dover, 
ill ^tbe county of Kent, the said Charles 
Random de l?erenger, in pursuance and 
prosecution of the said conspiracy, did 
unlawfully, knowingly, designedly, and 
fraudulently, write a ceitain false and 
counterfeit letter, containing divers false 
matters; which said false and counterfeit 
letter is directed as follows (that is to say) 
** To the hon. J. Foley, port admiral. 
Deal, &c. &c. fee,” and is to the tenor and 
effect following (that is to say) 

•* Dover one o’clock a. m. 

Feb. 2Jsl, 1814. 

" Sir; I have the honour to acquaint 
you, that the i’Atgle from Calais, Pierre 
Duquin, master, has this moment landed 
me near Dover, to proceed to the capital 
with dispatches of the happiest nature. * 1 
have pledged my honour that no harm 
shall come to the crew of the I'Aigle; 
even with a flag of truce they immediately 
stood for sea, should they be taken, I have 
to entreat you immediately to liberate 
them ; my anxiety will not allow roe to 
a»y more for your gratification dian that 
the Allies obtained a final victory, that 
Buonaparhe was overtaken by a party of 
Swhens Cc^acks, who immediately slew 
him, and divided bis body between them j 
l^eneral Plutoff saved Pans from being re- 
Sittced to nsfast, the allied sovereigns are 
and the white cockade is universal; 
«Mli' liiaagiedtate peace is certain. In the 
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utmost haste 1 entreat your considera¬ 
tion, and 1 have the honour to be—Sir, 
your most obedient humble servant, R. 
Du Bourgh, lieutenant colonel>and aid de 
camp to lord Cathcart." 

To the bon. J. Foley, 

port admiral, Deal, Ac. &u. 

And did then and there send, and cause, 
and procure to be sent and delivered, the 
said iaUe and counterfeit letter to Thomas 
Foley, esquire, at Deal, in the «iaid county 
of Kent, he, the said Thomas Foley, then 
and there, being the commander in chief 
of his Majesty’s ships and vessels employed 
on the Downs station, with intention that 
the said Thomas Foley should by tele¬ 
graph communicate the false matters in 
the said false and counterfeit letter, con¬ 
tained to the commissioners of our said 
lord the King for executing the office of 
loid high admiral of Great Britain, and 
that the said false matters should be pro¬ 
mulgated and publicly made known to 
the liege subjects of our said lord the King: 
and the said Charles Random de Beieiiger 
did also then and tbeie, unlawfully, know¬ 
ingly, designedly, and fraudulently, falsely 
as><ert, and report to divers liege subjects 
of our said lord the King (to wit) to Timo¬ 
thy Wright and other persons, whose 
iiamrsto the jurors aforesaid, are unknown, 
that he, the said Charles Random de Be- 
renger, had just then landed and arrived 
from France, and thpt the Fiench were 
beaten, and that the said Napoleon Buona- 
parlf was killed, and that the Allies of our 
said lord the King were then in Pans: 
and the said Charles Random de Berenger, 
on the same day and year aforesaid, did 
travel from Dover aforesaid, along the 
Kfhg’s common highway, towaids Loudon 
afoiesaid, and did uiilawfuily, knowingly, 
designedly, and fraudulently, falsely as¬ 
sert, and report at Dartford, in the said 
county of Kent, and at other places on 
his way along the said King’s common 
highway, between Dover aforesaid, and 
London aforesaid, the several false matters 
and things last-mentioned to divers other 
of the liege subjects of our said lord the 
King, with intention that the said lasti> 
mentioned false matters and things should 
be believed to be true, and should be ge- 
neralir reported and rumoured by the 
said ilege subjects of our said lord the 
King, to whom he asserted and reported 
the same as aforesaid, to divers other of 
the liege subjects of our said lord the King, 
and more especialiy with intention tba| 
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the said folse assertions and reports sboold 
reach London aforesaid* and be reported, 
and rumoured* and beliered by the liege 
subjects of our said lord the King*there: 
and that afterwards (to wit) on the said 
21st day of February, in the 54tb year 
aforesaid* at the parish and ward aforesaid, 
in London aforesaid* to wit, at Dartford 
afoiesaid, in the said county of Kent, the 
s.'id Ralph Sandom, Alexander M'Rae, 
andf Henry Lyte, in pursuance and further 
prosecution of the aforesaid conspiracy, 
‘did unlawfully, designedly, and fraudu¬ 
lently hire, and take a post chaise, to go 
from Dartfurd aforesaid, and did go there- j 
in from thence (the said Alexander M'Rae 
and Henry Lyte, then and there haring 
white cockades in certain cocked hau, | 
which they, the said Alexander M'Rae 
and Henry Lyte, then and there had and 
wore oil their persons, and the horses 
then and there drawing the said post- 
chaise, then and there being decorated 
with branches of laurel) to and over Ivon- 
don-bridge, and through the city of Lon¬ 
don, unto aud over Blackfiiars-bridge in' 
the said city, and unto a certain place in 
the parish of Saint Mary Lambeth, in the 
county of Surrev, near the Marsh-gate, 
with intention thereby to induce the liege 
Eubjeetb of our said loid the King, whom 
they should pass, and who bhuold see them 
in their aforesaid route and way from 
Dartfurd aforesaid, to near the Marsh'gate 
aforesaid, to suppose and believe, and to 
report and rumour to divers other of the 
liege subjects of our said lord the King, 
that they, the said Ralph Sandom, Alex¬ 
ander M'Rae, and Henry Lyte, were the 
bearers to the government of this kingdom 
of gi eat and important foreign news, highly 
favourable to the interests of our said lord 
the King and his subjects, and thereby to 
occasion an increase and rise of the prices 
of tiie said public government funds and 
other government securities of this king¬ 
dom, in order and for the purpose that the 
said sir Thomas Cochrane, Andrew Coch¬ 
rane Johnstone, Richard Gathorne Butt, 
and John Peter Holloway respectively, 
should then sell, and cause, and procure to 
be sold for tbein, the said sir Thomas 
Cochrane, Andrew Cochrane Johnstone, 
Richard Gathorne Butt, and John Peter 
Holloway respectively, to divers of the 
liege subjects of our said lord the King, I 
divers large parts and shares of and in the 
said public govemmeot funds, and other 
government seenrities, at higher and 
greater prices ihan the sidd last-mentioned 
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parts and shares of and in the utid puhlie 
government funds and other government 
securities would otherwise sell for, with a 
wicked and freudulent intentimi, to there‘< 
by cheat and defiraod the said tast-men* 
tinned liege subjects of our said lord the 
King, of divers targe sams of money: and 
that the said Charles Random de Berenger, 
air Thomas Cochrane. Andrew Cochrane 
Johnstone. Richard Gathorne Butt, Ralph 
Sandon, Alexander M'Rae, John Peter 
Holloway, and Henry Lyte. in porsoence 
and further prosecution of the aforesaid 
conspiracy, afterwards (to wit) on the said 
21st day of February* in the jl4th year 
aforesaid, at the parish and ward aforesaid, 
in London aforesaid, did, by means of the 
premises aforesaid, unlawfully, designedly, 
and fraudulently, cause and occasion a 
temporary increase and rise in the prices 
of the said public government funds and: 
other government securities of this king* 
dom: and the said sir Thomas Cochrane, 
Andrew Cochrane Johnstone, Richard 
Gathorne Butt, and John Peter Holloway, 
in pursuance and further prosecution of 
the aforesaid conspiracy, did then and 
there (to wit) on the said 2ist day of Fe¬ 
bruary, in the 5ith year aforesaid, at the 
parish and ward aforesaid, in London 
aforesaid, unlawfully, designedly, and 
fraudulently, respectively sell, and cause, 
and procure to be sold for them respec¬ 
tively, unto divers of the liege subjects of 
our said lord the King, divers great parts 
and shares of and in the said public go¬ 
vernment funds and other government se¬ 
curities (that is to say) the said sir Thomas 
Cochrane, 139,0001. contributions com¬ 
monly called omnium, towards raising the 
sum of 22 millions, pursuant to an Act of 
Parliament made and passed in the 54th 
year of the reign of our said.lord the King; 
the said Andrew Cochrane Johnstone, 
410,0001. other contributions commonly 
called omnium, towards raising the said 
sum of 22 millions, pursuant to the said 
Act, and 100,0001. three per cent per 
annum consolidated bank annuities; the 
said Richard Gathorne Butt, 224^)001. 
other contributions commonly csdled om¬ 
nium, toward raising the said sum of 22 
millions pursuant to the said act, and 
t $8,0001. other three per cent, per annum 
consolidated hank annuities; and the 
said John Peter Holloway 20.000/. other 
contributions commonly called omnium* 
towards raising the said sum of 22 millions* 
pursuant to the said Act, and 34,000/. 
other three per cent, per annum consoli- 
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dated bank annuUies; at, and for greater 
and larger prices than such parts and 
abares of, and in the said public goTern* 
ment funds and other government secu¬ 
rities would otherwise have sold for, with 
a wicked and fraudulent intention, then 
and there to cheat and defraud the said 
last-mentioned liege-subjects of our said 
lord tbe King respectively, of divers large 
sums of money of tbe respective monies, 
of the said last-mentioned liege subjects of 
our said lord the King; to the great 
damage of tbe said last-mentioned liege 
subjects of our said lord the King, to the 
evil example of all other persons in like 
cases ofifending. in contempt of our said 
lord the King and his laws, and against 
the peace of our said lord the King bis 
crown and dignity: 

And the Jurors aforesaid, upon their 
oath aforesaid, do further present, That the 
said Charles Random de Berenger, sir 
Thomas Cochrane, Andrew Cochrane 
Johnstone, Richard Gaihorne Butt, Ralph 
Sandom, Alexander M'Hae, John Peter 
Holloway, and Henry Lyte, afterwards 
and during thesaforrsaid war (to wit) on 
tbttsaid lytli day of February in the 54th 
year aforesaid, unlawfully, designedly, and 
fraudulently contriving and intending to 
induce the subjects of our said lord the 
King to believe, that a peace between our 
said lord the King and his subjects and ' 
the people of France would soon be made, 
and thereby to occasion an increase and rise 
in theprices of the public government funds 
and other government securities of thisking- 
dom, and to greatly injure and aggrieve 
the subjects of our said lord the King, who 
should on tbe 21st day of tbe said month 
pf February, in tbe 5 Uh year aforesaid, 
purchase and buy a part or parts, and 
share or shares of and in the said public 
government funds, and other government 
securities of this kingdom, on the said iptb* 
day of Febiuary, in the 54ih year afore¬ 
said, with force and arms, at the parish 
and ward aforesaid, in London aforesaid, 
unlawfully, designedly and fraudulently 
did conipire, combine, confederate, and 
agree lugeiher, to make and propagate, 
and to cause and procure to be made and 
propagated, a false report and rnmour, 
that the French had then lately been 
beaten in battle, and that the. said Napo¬ 
leon Buonapani wat. killed, and that the 
allies of our said lord the King were then 
in Paris j and ihat they, the said Charles 
Random de Berenger, sir Thomas Coch¬ 
rane, Andrew Cochrane J ohnstone, Richard 
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Gathorne Butt, Ralph Sandom, Alexander 
M'Rae, John Peter Holloway, and Henry 
Lyte, would by such last-mentioned false 
report and rumour, as for as in them lay, 
induce the subjects of our said lord the 
King to suppose and believe, that a peace 
would soon be made between our said lord 
the King and his subjects, and tbe said 
people of France, and occasion an increase 
and rise in the prices of the public govern¬ 
ment funds, and other government secu¬ 
rities of this kingdom; and that the said 
sir Thomas Cochrane, Andrew Cochrane 
Johnstone, Richard Gaibornu Butt, and 
John Peter Holloway respectively, should 
then sell, and cause and procure to be 
sold for them the said sir Thomas Coch¬ 
rane, Andrew Cochrane Johnstone, Richard 
Gathorne Butt, and John Peter Holloway 
respectively, to divers of the liege subjects 
of our said lord the King, divers oilier 
large parts and shares of, and in the said 
public government funds, and other go¬ 
vernment securities, at higher and greater 
prices than the said other pans and shares 
of and in the said public government funds, 
and other government securities would 
otherwise sell for, with a wicked and frau¬ 
dulent intention to thereby cheat and dc- 
frauU the said liege subjects of our said 
lord the King, of divers large sums of 
money: and that afterwards (to wit) on 
the said 21st day of February, in the 
54tb year aforesaid, at the parish and 
ward aforesaid, in London aforesaid: 
they, the said Charles Random de Be¬ 
renger, sir Thomas' Cochrane, Andrew 
Cochrane Johnstone, Richard Gathorne 
Butt, Ralph Sandom, Alexander M'Rae, 
John Peter Holloway, and Henry Lyte, 
in pursuance and prosecution of tbe said 
last-mentioned conspiracy, onlawfuliy, 
knowingly, designedly, and fraudulently, 
did cause and procuie divers false leports 
and rumours to be made, spread, and cir¬ 
culated, unto and amongst divers and very 
many of tbe liege subjects of our said lord 
tbe King, in certain parts of the counties 
of Kent and Surrey, (to wit) at Dover, in 
the said county of Kent, and in, and along, 
and near unto the King’s common high¬ 
way, leading from Dover aforesaid, to the 
said city of London, and also in the said 
city of London, and parts adjacent thereto, 
that the French had then lately been 
beaten in battle, and that the said Napo¬ 
leon Buonaparte was killed, and that the 
allies of our said lord the King were then 
in Pans, and that a peace Iwlween our 
said lord the King and his subjects, and 
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the said people of France would soon be 
made, with intention thereby to occasion 
ati increase and rise in the said public 
government funds, and other government 
securities of this kingdom, in order and for 
the purpose that the said sir Thomas Coch¬ 
rane, Andrew Cochrane Johnstone, Richard 
Gathorne Butt, and John Peter Holloway 
respectively, should then wll, and cause, 
and procure to be sold for them, the said 
sir Thomas Cochrane, Andrew Cochrane 
Johnstone, Richard Gathorne Butt, and 
John Peter Holloway respectively, to di- ' 
vers of the liege subjects of our said lord 
the King, divers other large parts and 
shares of and m the said public govern¬ 
ment funds, and other government securi¬ 
ties, at higher and greater prices than the 
said last-mentuined parts and shares of 
and ID the said public government funds, 
and other government securities, would 
otherwise sell for, with a wicked and frau¬ 
dulent intention to thereby obtain from, 
and cheat, and defraud, the said last-men¬ 
tioned liege subjects of our said lord the 
King, of divers large sums of money, of 
tbe monies of tbe said last-mentioned liege 
subjects of our said lord the King; to the 
great damage of the said last-mentioned 
liege subjects of our said lord tbe King, to 
the evil example of all other persons in 
like cases offending, in contempt of our 
said lord the King and his laws, and 
against the peace of our said lord tbe King, 
his crown and dignity.« 

•• And the jurors aforesaid, upon their 
oath aforesaid, do further present. That 
the said Charles Random de Berenger, sir 
Thomas Cochrane, Andrew Cochrane John¬ 
stone, Richard Gathorne Butt, Ralph San- 
dom, Alexander M'Rae, John Peter Hollo¬ 
way and Henry Lyte, afterwards, and dur¬ 
ing the said war ^to wit) on the said J9tb 
day of February, in the 54th year afore¬ 
said, at the parish and ward aforesaid, in 
London aforesaid, unlawfully, designedly, 
and fraudulently, contriving and intending, 
by false reports, rumours, arts, and con¬ 
trivances, to induce the subjects of our said 
lord tbe King to believe, that a peace 
would soOn be made between our amd lord 
the King and his subjects, and tbe said 
people oT France, and thereby to occasion, 
without any just or true cause, a great 
increase and rise in the prices of tbe public 
government funds, and other government 
securities of this kingdom, and to injure 
smd aggrieve the subjects of our said lord 
the King, who sboula, on the said 21 St day 
•f the said month of February, in the 
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54th year aforesaid, purchase and buy any 
part or parts, and sbare or shares of and 
in tbe public government funds, and other 
government securities of this kingdom, 
then and there (to wit) on the said 21st day 
of February, in the 54tb year aforesaid, 
with force and arms at the par^h and ward 
aforesaidi in London aforesaid, unlawful iy, 
desi^edly, and fraudulently, did conspire, 
combine, confederate, and agree together, 
to make and propagate, and cause and pro¬ 
cure to be made and propagated, unto and 
amongst divers of tbe liege subjects of our 
said lord tbeKing,in the county of Kent (to 
witjatDover, Deal, and Dartford, and other 
places in that county, and also unto and 
amongst divers of the liege subjects of our 
said lord the King, at London aforesaid, 
and places adjacent thereto, divers false 
reports and rumours, that the said Napo¬ 
leon Buonaparte was killed, and that a 
peace would soon be made between our 
said lord the King and his subjects, and 
the said people ot France; and that they^ 
the said Charles Random de Berenger, 
sir Thomas Cochrane, Andrew Cochrane 
Johnstone, Richard Gathorne Butt, Ralph 
Sandom, Alexander M'Rae, John Peter 
Holloway, and Henry Lyte, would, by 
such last-mentioned false leports and ru¬ 
mour^ as far as in them lay, occasion an 
increase and rise in the prices of the pub¬ 
lic government funds, and other govern¬ 
ment securities of this kingdom, with a 
wicked intention to thereby greatly injure 
and aggrieve all the liege subjects of our 
said lord the King, who should, on the said 
2lstday of February, in the 54tb year afore¬ 
said, purchase and boy any part or parts, 
and share or shares of and in the publtq 
government funds, and other government 
securities of. this kingdom; ,to the great 
damage of all tbe said last-mentioned liege 
subjects of our said lord the King, to the 
evil example of all other persons in like 
cases offending, in contempt of oor said 
lord tbe King and bis laws, and against 
the peace of our said lord tbe King, his 
crown and dignity. 

''And the Jurors aforesaid, upon their 
oath aforesaid, do further present. That 
the said (Charles Random de Berenger, 
sir Thomas Cochrane, Andrew Cochrane 
Johnstone, Richard Gathorne Butt, Ralph 
Sandom, Alexander M'Rae, John Peter 
Holloway, and Henry Lyte, unlawfully 
contriving and intending to injure and 
aggrieve divers of tbe liege subjects of our 
said lord the King, afterwards Jto wit) on 
the said 19th day of February, in the 54th 
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year aforwaid, with force and arow at the 
parish and ward aforesaid, in London afore¬ 
said, anlawfolly, knowingly, designedly, 
and fraudulently, did conspire, combine, 
confederate, and agree together, to write 
''littd cause to be written, a certain other 
false and counterfeit letter, containing 
therein divers felse matters of, and con¬ 
cerning the allies of our said lord the King, 
and the said Napoleon Buonaparte and the 
French people, and to send, and to cause 
and procure the said last-mentioned letter 
to be seat to the aforesaid Thomas Fpley, 
at Deal, in the said county of Kent, the 
aaid Thomas Foley then and there being 
the commander in chief of his Majesty’s 
ships and vessels employed on the Downs 
station, with a wicked intention to impose 
upon and deceive the said Thomas Foley, 
and to induce and cause the said Thomas 
Foley to communicate the false matters 
contained in the said last-mentioned false 
and counteifeit letter to the said commis¬ 
sioners of our said lord the King, lor exe¬ 
cuting the office of Lord High Admiral of 
Great Britain, and also with a wicked in¬ 
tention, that by the means in this count 
mentioned, the said false matters contained 
in the said last-mentioned false and coun¬ 
terfeit letter, should be promulgated, and 
publicly made known to the liege subjects 
of onr said lord the King, and tbeieby to 
occasion a temporary rise and increase in 
the prices of the public government funds, 
and other government securities of this 
kingdom, and to injure and aggrieve ail 
his Majesty’s liege subjects who should 
contract for, and also all the subjects of 
our said lord the King, who should pur¬ 
chase any part and parts, share and shares, 
of and in the said public government funds, 
and other government securities, during 
such temporary rise and increue in the 
prices thereof; to the evil example of all 
other persons in like cases oifending, in 
contempt of our said lord the King, and 
his laws, and against the peace of our said 
lord the King, his crown and dignity. 

“ And the Jurors aforesaid, upon their 
oath aforesaid, do further present, That 
th‘e said Charles Random de Berenger, 
sir '^omas Cochrane, Andrew Cochrane 
Johnfstone, Richard Gathorne Butt, Ralph 
Sandom, Alexander M'Rae, John Peter 
Holloway, and Hervry Lyte, unlawfully 
contriving and intending to injure and 
aggrieve divers of the hege subjects of 
our said lord the King, afterwards (to wit) 
on the said I9tli day of February, m the 
iSl-th year aforesaid, force and arms. 
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at the parish and ward aforesaid, in London 
aforesaid, unlawfully, knowingly, design- 
enly, and fraudulently, did conspire, com¬ 
bine, confederate, and agree together, to 
make and propagate, and to cause and 
procure to be made and propagated, unto 
and amongst divers of the liege subjects 
of our said lord the King, diveis false re¬ 
ports and rumours of and concerning the 
said Napoleon Buonaparte and the French 
people, and thereby to occasion a tempo¬ 
rary rise and increase in the prices of the 
public government funds, and oilier go¬ 
vernment securities of this kingdom, and 
to injure and aggrieve all his Majesty’s 
liege subjects who should contract for, and 
also all the liege subjects of our said lord 
the King, who should purchase any part 
or parts, share or shares, of and in the said 
public government funds," and othrr go¬ 
vernment securities, during such last-men- 
tiuned temporary rise and increase in the 
prices thereof; to the evil example of all 
other persons in like cases offi'nding, in 
contempt of our said lord the King, and 
his Laws, and against the peace of our 
said lord the King, bis crown and dignity. 

*' And the juiors aforesaid, upon their 
oath aforesaid, do further present. That 
the said Charles Random de Berenger, sir 
Thomas Cochrane, Andiew Cochrane 
Johnstone, Richard Gathorne Butt, Ralph 
baudom, Alexander M*Kae, John Peter 
Holloway, and Henry Lyte, unlan fully 
contriving, and intending to injure and 
aggrieve divers of the liege subjects of 
our said lord the King, afterwards (to wit) 
on the said 19th day of February, in 
the 54tb year aforesaid, with force and 
arms, at the parish and ward aforesaid, in 
London aforesaid, unlawfully, knowingly, 
designedly, and fraudulently did conspire, 
combine, confederate, and agree together, 
to make and propagate, and to cause and 
procure to be made and propagated, unto 
and amongst divers of the liege subjects of 
our said lord the King, a certain false re¬ 
port and rumour, that a peace would then 
soon be made, between our said lord the 
King and his subjects and the people of 
France, and thereby to occasion a tempo¬ 
rary lise and increase in the prices of the 
public government funds, and other go¬ 
vernment securities of this kingdom, and to 
injure and aggrieve all his Majesty’s liege 
subjects who should contract for. and also 
ail the liege subjects of our said lord the 
King, who should purchase any part or 
parts, share or shares, of and in the said 
public government funds, and other go- 



S«S] CoivBkdon (;f Lord Cocifme md olhert. Jons Si, 1814 > cm 


ternment securitieB, <]uring saeb ]ast>men> 
tioned temporary rise and increase in the 
prices thereof; to the evil example of all 
other persons in like cases ofiending, in 
contempt of onr said lord the King and his 
laws, and against the peace of our said lord 
the King, his crown and dignity : 

" And the jurors aforesaid, upon their 
onlb aforesaid, do further present. That 
the said Charles Random De Berenger, 
sir Thomas Cochrane, Andrew Cochrane 
Johnstone, Richard (rathorne Butt, Ralph 
‘Sandom, Alexander M'Rae, John Peter 
liutloway, and Henry Lyle, unlawfully 
contriving, and intending for their own 
lucre and gain, to injure and aggrieve 
divers of the liege subjects of our said lord 
tlie King, afterwards (to wit) on the said 
lyth day of February, in the 54«lh year 
aforesaid, with force and arms at the parish 
and ward aforesaid, in London aforesaid, 
unlawfully, knowingly, designedly, and 
fraudulently did conspire, combine, con* 
federate and agree together, by divers 
false and subtle arts, devices, contrivances, 
repieaentations, reports, and rumours, to 
occasion without just and true cause, a 
rise and increase in tlic pi ices of the pub¬ 
lic govciiiment funds arnl other govcrnmitil 
8ecuriti<‘s ol this kingdom, and thereby to 
injure and aggiieve all Ins Majesty’s liege 
subjects who should contiact (or, and also 
all h(s Majesty’s liege subjects who should 
purchase, any pai t or p iris, and share or 
shaies, of and in the saitl public govern¬ 
ment funds and other government securi¬ 
ties, during such last-mentioned rise and 
incieasc in the prices thereof; to the evil 
example of all other persons in like cases 
ndendmg, in contempt of our said lord the 
King and his laws, and against the peace 
of our said lord the King, his crown and 
dignity : 

« And the jurors aforesaid, upon their 
oath aforesaid, do further piesent, That 
the said Charles Random d« Berenger, 
sir Thomas Co« hrane, Andrew Cochrane 
Johnstone, Richard Gathorne Butt, Ralph 
Sandom, Alexander M‘iiae, John Peter 
Holloway, and Henry Lyle, unlawfully 
contriving and intciuling to injure and 
aggrit ve divers of the liege subjects of our 
said lord the King, afterwards (to wit) on 
the said 19ih day of February, in the 54ih 
year aforesaid, with foice and arms at the 
parish and ward aforesaid in London 
aforesaid, unlawfulty.knowingly,designed¬ 
ly, and frauduiently did conspire, combine, 
confederate, and agree togemer, by divers 
false and subtle arts, devices, contrirances, 
(VOL. XXVIII.) 


representaticHM, reports, and occurrences, 
to induce, caus6,.and occasion divers and 
very many of the liege subjects of our said 
lord the King, to suppose and believe, 
without true and just cause, that a peace 
would then be soon made, between our 
said lord -the King and bis subjects, and 
the people of France; to the great and 
manifest injury and damage of divers aud 
very many of the liege subjects of our said 
lord the King, to the evil example of all 
other persons in like cases ofiending, and 
against the peace of our said lord the 
King, his crown aud dignity: 

'' Which said indictment our said lord 
the King afterwards, for certain reasons, 
caused to bo brought before him to be 
determined according to the law and cus¬ 
tom of I£ngland; wherefore the sberifis of 
the said city of London are commanded, 
that they cause them to come to answer 
to uur said lord the King, touching and 
concerning the premises aforesaid : and 
now (that is to say) on Wednesday next, 
after 15 days from the feast of Easter in 
this same term, before our said lord the 
King at Westminster, come the said 
Charles Random de Berenger aud Alex¬ 
ander M'llae in their proper persons, and 
the said sir Thomas Cochrane, Andiew 
Cochrane Johnstone, Richard Gathorne 
Butt, Ralph Sandom, John Peter Holloway, 
and Henry Lyle, by William Belt, their 
clerk in court ; and having beard the said 
indictment read, they severally say that 
they are not guilty thereof, and hereupon 
they severally put themselves upon the 
country: and Edmund Henry Lushington, 
esq., coroner and attorney of our said lord 
the King, in the court of ovir said lord the 
King, before the King himself, who for 
our said lord the king in this behalf pro- 
secuteib, doth the like; therefore let a 
jury thereupon come before our said lord 
the King, on tlie morrow of the Ascension 
of our Lord, wheresoever he shall then be 
in England, by whom the truth of the 
matter may be better known, and who are 
not of the kindred of the said Charles 
Random de Berenger, sir Thomas Coch¬ 
rane, Andrew Cochrane Johnstone, Rich¬ 
ard Gathorne Butt, Ralph Sandom, Alex¬ 
ander M'Rae, John Peter Holloway, and 
Henry Lyte, or of any <v either of tbenr, 
to try upon their o|d>hi whether the said 
Charles Random de Berenger, air Thomas 
Cochrane, Andrew Cochrane Johnatpne, 
Richard Gathorne Butt, Ralph Sandom, 
Alexander M'Rae, John Peter Hotlqway, 
and Henry Lyt# are, or any, or either of 
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them be guilty of the premi«r< aforesaid, 
or not; because, as well the said Kdmunil 
Henry Lnshinaitnn, who lor our said lord 
the King in this behalf prosecoielh, as the 
said Chailes llamloiii de Berenger, sir 
Thomas Coclnane, Andrew Coclirane 
John^inm*, Richard Garhorne Butt, Ralph 
Sandom, Alexander M'Rae, John Pelci 
Holloway, and Henry I.yte, have there¬ 
upon seieially put themselves upon the 
said jury, the same day is given as well to 
the «aid Edmund Henry Lushmgton. who 
for our said lord the King in this behalf 
prosecuteth, as to the said Charles Ran¬ 
dom de Berenger, sir Thomas Cochrane, 
Andrew Cochrane Johnstone, Richard 
Gathorne Butt, Ralph Saiidoro, Alexander 
M'Rae, John Peter Holloway, and Henry 
Lyte; at which time (to wit) on tlic mor¬ 
row of the Ascension of our Lord afore¬ 
said, before our said lord the King at 
Westminster, come as well the said Ed¬ 
mund Henry Lushmgton, who for our said 
lord the King in this behalf prosecuteth, as 
the said Char.es Random de Berrngci 
and Alexander M'Rae, in their projicr 
persons, and the said sir Thomas Cochram*, 
Andrew Cochrane Johnstone, Richard 
Gathorne Butt, Ralph Sandom, John Peter 
Holloway, and Henry Lyte, by their rleik 
in court aforesaid: and the sheriffs of the 
said city of London have returned the 
names of twelve jurors, none of \shnm 
come to try in form alorcsaul; thereiore 
the shenifs of the said city of London are 
commanded that tli^y distrain the bodies 
of the jurois afores.od, by all their lands 
and chattels m their bailiwick, so that 
neither they, not any one for them, do put 
their hands to the same until they shall 
have anoilier command fiom our said 
lord the King for that purpose, and that 
they ansuer to our said lord the King for 
the issues thereof, so that they may hate 
their bodies bt line ooi said bird the King, 
on the octave of the Holy Trinity, where- 
smrer be shall then be in England, or 
b‘lore tlif light, trusty, and weli-beloved 
ot our said lord the King, Eduaid loid 
Elli nbuiuu^ li, ch'ef justice of our said lord 
the Kill'', avMjjUtd to hold pleas befois the 
King litinseII,or other justice assigned as 
^afoiesuid if he shall come before that time 
(that is to sa\) on Wednesday next after 
the end of the leiin, at the Guildhall of, 
au.l «iihiii the ciiy o! LonUon, according to 
the forinoi the statute in sui h case made and 
pro.id. d, to try upon their oath whether 
liie sod Charles Random de Bereiigcr, air 
Thumus Cochrane, Audretv Cochiaiic 
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Johnstone, Richard Gathorne Butt, Ralph 
Sandom, Alexander M'Rae, John Pcicr 
Holloway, and Henry Lyte, are, of any,or 
either of them be guilty of the prem isca afore¬ 
said, or not; in default of the jurors afore¬ 
said, who came not to try in form aforesaid, 
tliPicfore let the sherifis of the said city of 
London have the bodies of the jurors afore- 
said accordingly, to try in form aforesaid, 
the seme day is given as well to the said 
Edmund Henry Lusliington, who for our 
said lord the King in this behalf pro- 
seculeth, as to the said Charles Random 
de Btrcnger, sir Thomas Cochrane, An¬ 
drew Cochrane Johnstone, Richard (ia- 
thornc Butt, Ralph Sandom, Alexander 
M'Rae, John Piter Holloway, and Heniy 
Lytej at which time (to wit) on the octavo 
of the holy trinity' afoiisaid, before our 
said lord the King at Westminster, come 
as well the said E.dinnnd Henry Lusli- 
ington, who for our said lord the King in 
this behalf prosecuteth, as the said Chailes 
Random de Berenger in his pioper person, 
and the said sir Thomas (’ochraiie, Andrew 
Cochrane Johnstone, Richard tfaihorno 
Butt, Ralph Sandom, John Pete r Holloway, 
and Heniy Lylt, by tin ir cb’ik in rnmt 
aforesaid, and the aforesaid chief jusl.ee, 
before whom the said jniors c amc lo try 
in form aforesaivi,sent here his recoid, had 
before him in these words (that is lo saj ) 
afterwards on the day, and at the place la^t 
witlim-raentioned, bcfuic the withiii-n imed 
Edward lord Ellciihoroiigh, rhiel justice of 
our lord the King, assit'iied to liold picas 
before the King himself, the honourable 
Edward I.aiv being associated to the said 
chief justice according to the form of tint 
statute in such case nridc and provided, 
come as well the withiii-namrd Ediniind 
Henry Lusliington, esq , who for our said 
lord the King in this behalf prosecuteth, 
as tho wiihill-named Charles Random de 
Bcrengcr and Alexander M'Rae in their 
propel persons, and sir Thomas Cochrane, 
Aiuliew (’oebrane Johnstone, Bicliar'i Ga- 
tlioine Butt, Ralph S.uidom, John Peter 
Holloway, and Henry Lyte. by their clerk 
in court within mentioned ; and the jurois 
of the jury w'lthin mentioned being called 
(to wit) Thomas Brown of Ohiirtli-iow Aid- 
gate, Henry Septimus Woollasion of 
Devonshire-street, George Spedding of 
Upper Thames-street, George Miles of 
Gracecburch-street, John PaiUcr of Broad¬ 
sheet, l.ewis Loyd of Lotlibury, John 
Peter Robinson of Austin Friars, John 
FTodgson of New Broad-street, Thomas 
WilMin Hethrington of Nicholai>'laue^ 
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Richard liali of LawreDce«lanej Ricliard 
CheesLwright of Kini^-street, and John 
Greru orSu(rulk*laiie,inthe city of London, 
merchants, come and are sworn upon the 
said jury; whereupon public proclamation 
is made here in court lor our said lord the 
King as the custom is, that if there be any 
one who will inform the aforesaid chief 
justice, the King’s serjeant at law, the 
King’s attorney general, or the jurors of 
the jury aforesaid, concerning the matters 
within contained, be should come forth 
‘and should be heard ; and hereupon John 
Guiney esq. a counsel learned in the law, 
oiFereth hituself on the behalf of our said 
lord the King to do this; whereupon the 
court here proceedeth to the taking of 
the inquest aforesaid, by the jurors afore> 
said, now here appearing for the purpose 
aforesaid j who being chosen, tried, and 
sworn to speak the truth touching and 
concerning the matters within contained, 
say, upon their oath, that the said 
Charles Rauiloni de Berenger, sir Thomas 
Cochrane, Andrew Cochrane Johnstone, 
Richard Gathorne Butt, Ralph Sandom, 
Alexander M'llae, John Peter Holloway, 
and Henry Lyte, are not, nor is any of 
thein guilty of the premises charged upon 
them, ill and by the first and second counts 
ot the w ithin wiitten indictment, in manner 
and form as tiic said Charles Random de 
Bercngcr, sir Thomas Cochrane, Andiew 
Cochrane Johnstone, Richard Gatborue 
Butt, Ralph Sandom, Alexander M'Kae, 
John Peter Holloway, and Henry Lyte, 
have, by pleading for themselves, within 
alleged; and the jurors aforesaid, upon 
their oath aforesaid, further say. That the 
said Charles Random de Bereuger, sir 
Thomas Cochrane, Andrew Cochrane 
Johnstone, Richard Gathorne Butt, Ralph 
Sandom, Alexander M'Rae, Jotin Peter 
Iloiloway, and Henry Lyte, are, and each 
of them is, guilty of the premises charged 
upon them in and by the residue of the 
said indictment, in manner and form as in, 
and by the said residue of the said indict¬ 
ment is within alleged against them: 
whereupon ail and singular the premises 
being seen and fully understood by the 
court of our said lord the King now here, 
it is considered and adjudged by the said 
court here, that they, the said Charles 
Random dq Bercnger, sir Thomas Coch¬ 
rane, Andi e w Cochrane Johnstone, Richard 
Gathorne Butt, Ralph Sandom, Alexander 
M'Rae, John Peter Holloway, and Henry 
Lyte, be taken, and so forth: and here¬ 
upon by the writ of our «»d lord the King, 


the sheriffs of London are commanded that 
they take the said Cliailes Random de 
Berenger, sir Thomas Cochiane, Andrew 
Cochrane Johnstone, Richard Gul.oiue 
Butt, Ralph Sandom, Alexandet MTtae, 
John Peter Holloway, and Heniy Lyte, if 
they shall be found m their bailiwick, and 
them safely keep, so that they may have 
their bodies before our said lord the K ug 
at Westminster, on Monday next, after 
Sftecii days of the Holy Trinity, to satisfy 
our said lord the King for their redemption, 
by reason of the trespasses, contempts, and 
misdemeanors whereof they aie indicted 
and convicted as aforesaid ; the same day 
is given as well to the said Edmund Henry 
Lushington, who for our said lord the King 
in this behalf proaecuteth, as to the said, 
Charles Random de Berenger, sir Thomas 
Cochrane, Andrew Cochrane Johnstone, 
Richaid Gathorne Butt, Ralph Sandom, 
John Peter Holloway, and Henry Lyte: 
on which day, to wit, on Monday next, 
after fiftteu days of the IlulyTiinity afore¬ 
said, before our said lord the King at 
Westminster, come as well as the said 
Edmund Henry Lushington, who for,our 
said loul the King in this heiialt pro- 
secuteth, as the said Charles Raiid'ini ds 
Berenger, sir Thomas Cothranc, Richard 
Gathoinc Butt, Ralph Sandom, John Peter 
Holloway,and Henry Lyle, in their pioper 
pel sons, the said Charles Random de 
Berenger, in the custody of the ’iheiilFof 
Middlesex, and keeper of the gaol of 
Newgate, to whose custody be, the said 
Charles Random de Beicngcr, had been 
before that lime committed, the said 
Charles Random de Berenger being 
brought here into court by virtue of the 
writ of our said lord the King of llibeas 
Corpus ad Subjiciendum, and the said 
Charles Rtmdoni de Berenger, is com¬ 
mitted by the court here to the custody of 
the said sheiifTand keeper of the said gaol 
of Newgate, to be kept in safe custody 
until, &c. And the said sir Thomas Coch¬ 
rane, Richard Gathorne Butt, John Peter 
Holloway, and Henry Lyte. aie committed 
by the couit here to the custody ot the 
marshal ot the M.irshal>>ea of our lord the 
King before the King, himself, to be by 
him kept in sale custody until, Ac. But 
because the court of our said lord tho 
King now here, is not as yet advised .,l>ont 
giving their judgment of, and upon the 

g emiites whereof they, the said Chailes 
andom de Berenger, an Thomas Coch¬ 
rane, Richard Gathorne Butt, Ralph Saii- 
|don, John Peter Holloway uod Henry 
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Lyte, are convicted as aforoaid, day is 
therefore given as well to the said Edmund 
Henry LuRbington. who piosecuteth for 
our said lord the King in this behalf, as 
to the said Charles Kaiidom de fierenger, 
sir Thomas Cochrane, Itichard <>athorne 
Butt, Ralph Sandom, John Peter Holloway 
aod Henry Lyte,uiuil Tuesday next, after 
fifteen days ol'the Holy Trinit y, before oar 
said lord the King at Westminster; the 
said Cbailes Random de Berenger to bo 
kept ui safe custody, under the custody of 
jhe said sheriii'of Middlesex, and keeper 
ol tlie said gaol of Newgate, and the sai4 
sir Thomas Cochrane, Richard Gathornc 
Boti, Ralph Sandom, John Peter Holloway 
and Henry Lyte, in the custody of the 
said marshal in the mean time, because 
the said court of our said loid the King, 
now here, is not as yet advised thereupon ; 
on which said Tuesday next, after fifteen 
days of the Holy Trinity aforesaid, before 
our said lord the King at Westminster, 
come as well the said Edmund Henry 
Lusbington, who for our said lord tlie King 
in this behalf prosecuteth, as the said 
Cbayles Random de Berciigcr in the cus¬ 
tody of the said sheriff ol Middidsex and 
keeper of the said gaol of Newgate, and 
the said sir Thomas Cochrane, Rirhard 
Gathurne Butt, Ralph Sandom, John Peter 
Holloway, and Henry Lyte, in the custody 
of the marshal of the Marshalsea aforesaid, 
they, the said Charles Random de Beren> 
gcr, sir Thomas Cochrane, Kichaid Ga¬ 
thurne Butt, Ralph Sandom, John Peter 
Holloway, and Henry Lyte, being brought 
here into court by virtue of a rule of the 
said court in that behalf; whereupon, all 
and singular the premises being seen and 
fully understood by the court of our said 
lord the now King, now here, it is con¬ 
sidered and adjudged by the said court 
here, that for their ofiences aforesaid, 
whereof they are convicted as aforesaid, 
the said sir Thomas Cochrane, and Richard 
Gathorne Butt, do severally pay a fine to 
our sovereign lord the King of 1,000/. each, 
of lawful money of Gieal Britain; that 
the said John Peter Holloway, do pay a 
fine to our said lord I be King of 500i. of 
like lawful money; that the said Charles 
Bandom de Berepger, sir Thomas Coch¬ 
rane, Richard Gathorne Butt, Ralph San- 
dom, John Peter Holloway, and Henry 
Lyt^ be imprisoned m the custody of the 
marshal of the Marshalsea aforesaid, for 
the term of twelve calendar months, now 
next ensuing; and that within that time 
the said Charles Bandom doBarenger, sir 


, Motion far Papers 

Thomas Cochrane, and Richard Gathorne 
Butt, be severally set in, and upon, the 
Pillory, opposite to the Royal Esebange, 
in the city of London, for the space of 
one hour between the hours of twelve at 
noon,and two of the clock in the afternoon; 
and the said Charles Random di> Bereiiger, 
sir Thomas Cochrane, Richard (jalhoriie 
Butt, Ralph Sandom, John Peter Holloway, 
and Henry Lyte, present here in court, 
are by the court here committed to the 
custody of the said marshal, to be by him 
severally kept in safe rustody in exerniion 
of this judgment; and the said sir Thomas 
Cochrane. Rirhurd Gathorne Butt, and 
John Peter Holloway, until they shall 
have paiAheir said fines icsuectively.’* 

Mr: liroadhead then moved, ** That (he 
said Record be taken into consideration 
on this day se’nnight; that the right 
hon. lord Cochrane do attend this House 
in his place upon this day se’nnigbt; 
that the Marshal of the King’s bench 
prison do bring the said lord Curhraiie, in 
custody to this House upon this day 
se’nnight, if the said lord Cuthrane shall 
desire to be so brought up ; and that Mr. 
Speaker do issue his warrants to the said 
Marshal, and to the Serjeant at Arms at¬ 
tending this House accordingly.” 

These motions were agreed to. A 
copy of the said oriler was ordered to 
be sent to lord Cochrane; and the hon. 
Andrew Cochrane Johnstone was ordered 
to attend in his place on the same day. 

Motion fob Papers respecting Loro 
Cochrane.] Mr. Holmes said, tliat it bad 
been his intention to move that a copy of 
the evidence taken upon tbe trial of lord 
Cochrane should be laid before the House; 
but on cousultiug his Majesty’s Attorney 
and Solicitor-Generals as to the propriety 
of such a motion, he had been by them in¬ 
formed that such a motion would not be 
regular. He had communicated this to 
lord Cochrane. But on this day hr had 
leceived a letter from bis lordship, pressing 
him to submit such a motion to the House 
at all events. He therefore moved, 
•* That there should be laid before this 
House a copy of the Report of the late 
trial upon an indictment in the court of 
King's-bench against the lor^ Cochrane : 
together with his statement, or any affidavit 
of his filed, in the Court of King’s Bench.’' 

Mr. Broom seconded Uie motion, 
and said that it appeared to him that 
the fit, and indeed die only course 
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to be taken was to move that the whole 
of the Papers be primed, and when 
[irinied, then to name a day for the dis¬ 
cussion, which would afford to members 
an opportunity oi attentively looking over 
the evidence, to enable them to come to 
that conclusion upon the ultimate question 
to be proposed to them, which would be 
aatisfactury to their own minds, and con¬ 
sistent wall the justice of the rase. 
Without this opportunity were afforded, 
the House, in the exercise of its judicial 
'and inquisitorial functions, would be pro¬ 
nouncing a judgment highly important to 
the individuals concerned, and highly im- 
poi taut to the House itself, upon the fact 
of the conviction of the courts below ; 
thus making that conviction not merely 
the foundation of pioceedings in that 
House, but conelusivc and mandatory 
upon Its judgment and decision. In ail 
cases it was inghi}'^ expedient that the evi¬ 
dence upon winch the judgment of the 
court be low had proceeded, should be in 
possession of the individual members ufj 
that House; ii iu any case that had been , 
di'ipensed with, it had been in a case 
wbcie the judgment of the court below 
bad been acknowledged and submitted by 
the panics, without any attempt to im¬ 
peach Its justice, or any effort to set it 
aside ; but it was indispeniibly necessary 
ill a case like the present, where one of 
the part'es inveighed against the justice of 
the decision, and use.d every means in his 
power to bring that judgment under the 
revision of the couit, but was prevented 
by technical rules of t|te court, founded 
upon circumslaures wholly out of the 
power of the individual to regulate and 
controul. This case affected two mem¬ 
bers ut that House; the kwo standing 
under circumstauces widely different; 
the one bad fled the roontry,tiius acknow¬ 
ledging his guilt, and putting himself 
without the pale of the law. With re- 
feience to him, no doubt could remain as 
to the course which the House would be 
bound to adopt; but with respect to the 
other, the House stood in a situation which 
required the utmost circumspection in its 
proceedings, the utmoit firmness to resist 
the prejudice arising from the conviction 
below, and the utmost anxiety to investi¬ 
gate the proceedings of that decision. 
That individual, with a seeming con¬ 
sciousness of his own innocence, had used 
every means in hts power to bring the 
case under the revision of the court, but 
bad been prevented by a rule of practice, 
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wliicb required the personal attendance on 
the floor of the court of every individual 
affected by the judgment, which attend¬ 
ance It was quite impossible for him to 
effect.’* Whether that role was or was 


* On the 14th of June, lord Cochrane 
went down to the court of King's-bench, 
for the purpose of demanding a new trial. 
After the bar had been gone through. 

Lord C'oc/irane addressed himself to their ' 
lordships. Scat cely recovered, as be was, 
from the shock be had experienced, on 
being informed that a jury of his country 
had found him guilty, along with others 
of a misdemeanour against the laws, he 
must claim the utmost indulgence of the 
court, while he humbly submitted to them 
reasons which, he trusted, would induce 
them to think that a review of that verdict 
ought to take place. This, he hoped, he 
should experience, the more particularly, 
on this account, because be was not habi¬ 
tuated to matters of this kind, nor was he 
accustomed to the forms of proceeding in 
courts of law. He trusted, when he 
should have stated a few farts, with wl^ich 
it was essential to the ends of public jus¬ 
tice tlieir lordships should be acquainted, 
they would be of opinion that a revision 
of that verdict ought to take place, at least 
so far as he was concerned. It was hi» 
misfortune to suffer, in consequence of an 
intimacy subsisting betw'een himself and 
men over whom, notwithstanding, he bad 
ao controul. He was told that he was, 
through no fault of his own, placed in such 
a situation, that it was not competent for 
his counsel to move for a new trial, so far 
as he was concerned, but that he must, 
however unfit for the task, take that bur¬ 
then upon himself. 

Lord Eltenborougk observed, that then 
his lordship had been greatly misinformed. 
It was quite competent fur his counsel to 
move, on bis behalf, for a new tiial, and 
perhaps, it would be more for the conve¬ 
nience of the court, and more advantageous 
for himself, that matters should take that, 
their natural and regular course. 

Lord Cochrane bad been told, that if all 
the persons who had been found guilty 
were not present in court, that he, though 
he, ai he now did, presented himself, 
could not be entitled, by his counsel, to 
move for a new trial, so far as he was con¬ 
cerned. 

Lord EHenbarough informed bis lordship 
that the rule of court was equally appli- 
I cable to a motion for a new trial made by 
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not wisely founded, it was not material to 
consider; it was sufTicient to observe, that 
it had prevented, in a case highly penal, 
involving consequences deeply afiecting 
the honour and character of the noble 
lord, that opportunity of a re-bearing, 
which, without the intervention of such 
a rule, was universally allowed in cases 
cotnpaiatively of no consequence—in 
cases of pioperty. That individual, un- 
dtstnayed by a sentence, unequalled in 
point of severity, a sentence against which 
one universal voice was raised in the 
country, which was deeply regretted (as 
he was well informed) by every individual 
Miember of the Stock Exchange, had 
written a letter to the Speaker, protesting 
bis innocence, and imploring the House 
not to proceed without giving him an op- 


■ the party himself, as to a motion made on 
his behalf by his counsel. 

Lord Cochrane said, it was with the view 
of preventing any counsel from trespass¬ 
ing upon their lotdships* rules, or those of 
the court, that he presumed now to in¬ 
trude, fur a short time, on their lurdahips’ 
attention. 

Lord EUenborousJi assured his lordship, 
that they could nut heat him; nor, if they 
did, could they advert to, or act upon any 
thing that might fall from him, nor upon 
any evidence to which he niighi refer. 

Lord Cochrane had to complain, that on 
the trial evidence of great impoitaucc to 
the proving his innocence had not been 
been brought forwanl. If their lordships 
would allow him to lead to them the evi¬ 
dence to which he alluded, they would be 
better able to judge. 

Lord Edenfcoroug/i.—It cannot be, con¬ 
sistently with the established forms of the 
court. 

Lord Cochrane said, he should be ex-‘ 
trcmely brief: he held Ju his hand afli- 
davits-— ^ 

I.()rd Elkahorcu^h assured his lordship 
that it gave the court pain to interrupt 
him, but they could not, consistently with 
the solemn and established rule of the 
court, sutler him to proceed. 

Lord Cochrane trusted, that in deviating 
from their rule, in such a case as the pre¬ 
sent, their lordships would do an act more 
redounding to their own honour, and more 
calculated to promote the ends of justice, 
than by inflexibly acting up to it. What 
could there be inconsistent with justice, in 
suffering him, who, though he had no 
counsel, was ready to assert and prove his 
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portunity of being beard, and of rescuing 
himself irom the cilect of a judgment 
which he contended had been erroneously 
and improperly pronounced. The House 
therefore was called upon by a sense of 
that which was due to the individual,from 
a sense of that which was due to itself, to 
investigate the evidmee upon whicli the 
judgment of the court below was founded, 
and ultimately to pronounce its decision, 
nut upon that Judgment, but upon such a 
conclusion as might aiise from llie facts, 
and circumstances, and evidence of the 
case itself. It might be said, that this 
would be in eflcct to involve the House in 
atrial of the guilt of the individual; but 
there was no argument ai ising from this in¬ 
convenience; theiewa>>no argument arising 
from the inconvenience of having an itnli- 


own innocence, fiom doing so, merely be¬ 
cause those who were guilty were not 
present, and dared not shew their faces ? 

Lord Eileaborough said, if they w ere to 
yield this rule, which had been solemnly 
decided, and since uniformly acted upon, 
to one, they must do so to all. In thii; 
couit they could make no diatinctiou of 
persons. 

Lord Cochrane bc'^sicd only to sf^tc— 

Lord EtUnborough.’-^h. would be idle iu 
the court to announce to your iordsiiq* 
that ilicic is such a rule as I have men- 
lioiied, if we did not intend to act upon it. 
We did act upon this rule tins very day, 
in tile case of an ob.scuie individual, and 
are wo now to act (lill'erenily lu yoiir 
lordship’s case ? 7’hat would, indeed be 
to furnish evil-minded peraons with a 
handle for saying, that we have one lulc 
of law for the poor, and another fur the 
lich. a 

liord Cochrane said, he had been so con¬ 
scious of his own innocence, that he had 
never thought it necessary to instruct 
counsel, as several gentlemen in court 
kneiv, nor had he even read a brief on the 
subject, till after the trial, when he 
found that a very great error had crept 
into it, in respect to the evidence of his 
seivants, as to the dress of (he person who 
called at his lordship’s house in his ab¬ 
sence. They were represented as admit¬ 
ting that be was dressed in a red coat, 
whereas, all they bad staled was, that he 
appeared to be a military oflicer, to which 
character they, as a matter of course, at¬ 
tached the idea of a red coat, though it 
might equally well have been green. 

Here the matter dropped. 
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Tidual a member of this House who stood 
under a sentence of pillory from a court 
below, that could reconcile it to the duty 
of that House to proceed to a sentence of ex¬ 
pulsion from that House, if upon a dispas¬ 
sionate and careful review of the case 
itself, under all its circumstances, the 
House should think the conviction was erro¬ 
neously pronounced, and the judgment of 
the court below erroneously founded. He 
hoped he had no dcBcient sense of that 
hi;;h honour which ought to fasten itself 
'upon the conduct of a member of that 
House, that be should not be backward 
in visiting that case, if it should be found 
to be due to it, with an ultimate vote of 
expulsion; but he protested against being 
bound to come to such a conclusion from 
the mere tflect of the judgment, without 
h« mg satisfied that that judgment had been 
fouiuled on justice. He bad made these 
oiiservations from a pure sense of what 
was due to the case under all its circum¬ 
stances. lie never had the slightest per¬ 
sonal knowledge of the noble lord; he 
never was intioduccd to him ; he never 
ispokc to him ; he never war. in his com¬ 
pany ; he spoke ssithout any other iri- 
lluCiU'e tlian that possibly which the se- 
vtrity of the sentence might have ex¬ 
cited, but viitl, no disposition to avoid that 
conclusion to whi* h lie might anive upon 
a cars^fu! review of the case. 

Mr. JJraadkrail,as he stood so committed 
on this occasion, trusted that he might be 
allowed to say a fi w words. He could 
ossure the House, that he did not entettain 
the slightest feeling or disposition to urge 
the business in which he bad engaged in 
any way tliat should not compleuiy cor¬ 
respond with the general s..ntinient. With 
respect to the hon. gentleman’s motion, 
he would abstain Irnin giving any opinion 
upon it, lie certainly had had it in con¬ 
templation to submit to the House on 
Friday next, a motion founded solely on 
the document which had that evening 
been laid on the table, and he believed 
that in entertaining such an intention, he 
was ju.stiBed by the usages of parliament. 
If, however, the hon. gentleman desired 
further information, for ihc purpose either 
of satisfying himself of the guilt of the 
individuals in question, or of Inducing the 
House to think more favourably of those 
individuals, he hsd not the slightest wish 
to throw any impediment in the way of 
the sucress of his motion. 

Mr. submitted the motion to the 

House, only in consequence of the earnest 
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solicitation of lord Cochrane, in the letter 
which he had mentioned. 

The Attorney General (Sir William Gar- 
row) declared, that he ruse on this occa¬ 
sion with very unpleasant sensations. If 
consistently' with his duty he could do any 
thing to meliorate the situation of the 
noble lord in question, it would afford him 
a high gratihcatioti, but he apprehended 
that it would be impossible for him to 
accede to the present motion consistently 
with his respect fur the due administra¬ 
tion of the functions of parliament, which 
he could not consent should be used for 
purposes that, how'ever they were consi- 
dered, roust embarrass their proceedings, 
foreign as they were to the legitimate 
objects which parliament ought alway.s to 
keep in view. It was impossible fur him 
to acquiesce in the motion consistently 
with his respect for that sacred institution 
—the trial by .Tury. For what was it 
proposed to the House to do? To review 
a conviction by a Jury ! To sit as a court 
of appeal—to'sit as a court of error on 
the facts on which a jury had pronuunetd 
a verdict! If it were proper to do this, 
ought not the House in point of jasticc to 
go a step further?—to permit tlie prose¬ 
cutor to appear at the bar and amend his 
case, and to permit the defendant to add 
new evidence to that which he had ad¬ 
duced in the court below ? This, however, 
at once appeared so anoinalous,—so in¬ 
convenient,—that the very mention of it 
.seemed to alarm the hon. gentlemen. 

On the general merits o( the case itself, 
he would cautiously abblani fiom uttering 
a single syllable; for, compelled as he 
svas to resist a proceeding by which it was 
supposed the situation of the individual in 
question would ho ameliorated, he was 
pariicularly anxious at least not to make 
any observations which might be preju- 
dici.il to that sitna*ion. He was sure also 
that the House would not expert, from, 
such an humble individual as himself, that 
he would tonduct h’m'.t'lf so indecorously 
and improperly, as to a'tcmpt to vindi¬ 
cate (he judgment of a court formed ac- 
coidnig to tlio iiistitutieiis of the cotinlry 
—a comt, the members of whttfli, he w'ould 
venture to say, were as distinguished by 
learning a.s any that ever sai in Wesi- 
Ipninsiei hall, and who were not more dis¬ 
tinguished by their learning than by their 
strict and umfurm attention to justice. He, 
therefore only laid in a clnm, if the setji- 
tence of that Court hail * .viicrienced tbfe* 
universal ceu&urc which the hon. gcnlma-^ 
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man opposite declared that it had, to have 
it considered as the result of deep and 
impartial deliberation on the part of per¬ 
sons of high and unimpeachable hononr, 
who were in every way calculated to dis¬ 
charge, with advantage to the country, 
the important duties confided to them. 
Whether the circnmstances of the rank 
and station of the individual in question, 
or the services W hich he had formerly ren¬ 
dered the country, might be deemed fit 
matter for representation in a quarter to 
which a proper appeal was never made 
without success, he would not say; but 
this he would say, that the House of 
Commons would depart from their consti¬ 
tutional functions, if they entered into a 
consideration, whether the punishment 
inflicted by one of the courts of West- 
ruinsler-hali, was too great or too little in 
its amount. There was one most grievous 
error, on which an hon. gentleman op¬ 
posite (Mr. Browne) had founded a great 
part of his argument. He had spoken of 
certain technical rules, which had pre- 
Tented the party convicted from obtain¬ 
ing, a revicion of the veidict pronounced 
against him ; and had stated that that 
paity complained of the injustice of the 
verdict. Now, really, be (the Attorney 
General) had never, in the whole couise 
of his practice, met with a single case of 
a person so convicted, who had paid the 
Court a compliment on his conviction, by 
abstaining from inveighing against it in 
similar terms. If the noble lord inveighed 
against bis sentence, therefore, he was in a 
numerous class. But the hon. gentleman 
had maintained, that the individual in ques¬ 
tion bad taken every possible means to 
obtain a ru-hearing or his case, but in 
vain; because the practice of the Court 
was so fenced round by technical rules, 
that all his cfKirts were thereby rendered 
abortive. The direct contrary of all this 
was most unequivucallyktrue. It became 
necessary for him to state what had ac¬ 
tually been the course of proceeding; in 
order to shew that there had been no im¬ 
pediments obiruded, no technical rules, no 
fencing round, according to the allega¬ 
tions of the hon, gentleman. There was 
a rule of court which provided, that in 
the case of several persons convicted of a 
conspiracy, if any one of thfm came into, 
court and desired a new trial, bis request 
could not be granted until the other con- 
spirators shootd come into the court alap- 
The rule was founded on this wise prin- 
namely, that if several persons 
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were convicted of a conspiracy, and one< 
probably the least implicated, were, on 
coming into court, to apply fur and obtain 
a new trial, all the rest would be entitled 
to come in and take the same benefit j but 
in the event of hk not obtaining a new 
trial, those other persons, though the must 
deeply invulvcd in the crime, would have 
the best opportunity afforded them of 
eluding the punishment. This was the 
technical rule. It was with great pleasure, 
however, he stated, that no technical rule, 
however wisely formed, or however long 
it ipight have been acted on, was pet- 
milted in a British court of Justice to woik 
injustice towards any one. The Court 
would find a season for doing Justice. It 
would make technical rules bend when 
they stood in the way of substantial right. 
What had been the course of proceeding 
in the recent instance ? The grand jury 
had found a true bill against de Berenger 
and others fur a conspiracy. The de¬ 
fendants could not have been compelled 
to take their trial until the sittings after 
term (ten or twelve days after the period 
at which he was addressing the House), 
but both parties, the prosecutors and the 
defendants, made an earnest application 
to the Lord Chief Justice to derange the 
ordinary forms by accelerating the trial. 
To the prosecutors bis lordship said no¬ 
thing-—the wish of the defendants he 
would not listen to from their altornies or 
any ordinary agents; but required that 
their counsel should appear iii court to 
make the application. This being done, 
the Lord Chief Justice in consequence (to 
the inconvenience of all other suitors in 
the court,) did appoint an early day for 
the tiial. At the trial the defendants 
were defended by persons liighiy eminent 
fur‘ their talents and legal knowledge. 
They were tried by a special Jury of the 
city of London, reduced by one of them¬ 
selves, Mr. Cochrane Johnstone. By that 
Jury they were found guilty. On a sub¬ 
sequent day, within the period prescribed 
by law, the individual to whom the pre¬ 
sent conversation principally leiated, ap¬ 
plied in the court of King’s-bench for a 
new trial; commencing his application 
by stating, that he understood it could nut 
be made by counsel. In this statement he 
was corrected by the Court. And he was 
also told, as other persons convicted of a 
conspiracy had been told the same morn¬ 
ing, that the Court could not hear a mo¬ 
tion for a new trial in the case of a con¬ 
spiracy, when one alone of those wiio bad 
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been engaged in the ponapiraejr made the 
application. The Askews had that morn* 
ing made an affidavit, that they could not 
bring into court the persons who bad been 
convicted with them, and yet they were 
told, that onieia they did so, their appli¬ 
cation could not be listened to. The noble 
lord was told the same. Let the House 
mark the sequel. The counsel for the de¬ 
fendants on a subsequent day moved for 
an arrest of judgment. At least the learned 
seijcant, who was counsel for Butt, and 
'who did every thing that he undertook 
with the greatest ability, followeil by se- 
veral others of the highest talent, moved 
for an arrest of judgment for his client. 
If Butt had succeeded in this application 
—if judgment had been aricsted with re¬ 
spect to him,it must have been arrested u ith 
lesfiect to every one of those implicated 
with him in the same olFence. The ('ourt, 
however, were clearly of opinion, and de¬ 
livered that opinion foriatim, that there 
was nothing in any of the points which 
had been urged that called foi an attest 
of judgment. What was the next pro¬ 
ceeding? The noble lord did precisely 
that which the technical rules of the 
Court had prevented him from doing on 
the preceding day. 11c read front a paper, 
which was very ably written, and whtch 
evinced a profound knowledge of the law, 
a minute and scrupulous examination of the 
evidence which had been adduced at thg 
trial, and he then offered to the court cer¬ 
tain affidavits in support of his application. 
Did the Court intrench itself behind their 
technical roles, or say that it was too late 
to grant a new trial ? 

If persons convicted came up for judg- 
znent at tile distance of six years from the 
trial, the Comt would grant a new trial 
if they th'ioglit fit. But the Court had 
heaid fro.n the noble lord all that could 
possibly have been addressed in bis favour. 
The paper which he 4 ,read in Court was 
drawn up by no mean band, and had'evident- 
ly the finish of a master. As to the matter 
ot affidavjts, in a case like that in question, 
it was the constant rule of court to refuse 
them. But what were the affidavits of*! 
fered by the noble lord ? 

Mr. Horner rose to order. If neither 
the report of the evidence, nor the affida¬ 
vits were to be allowed to be laid before the 
House, it was not fitting that they should 
take an account of the contents of these 
afiidavits, on the credit of any member, 
however high his character in the House. 

The Attonm General was thankful for 
( VOL. 3UCV1II .) 
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the interraptioa, but if the boti. and learn* 
ed gentlemui had listened to him, he 
would have found that in the way he 
would have spoken of the affidavits, he 
bad no intention of injuring the cause of 
the noble lord* « 

* Mr. Homer said, be had not interrupted 
the hon. and learned gentleman because 
he was afraid that be meant to prejudge 
the cause of the noble lord, but because be 
wished that nothing should be staled vfhich 
might in any way prejudge the eaitsC of 
either the prisoner or the crown. 

The Attorney General merely wished to 
state, that no tecimical rules had stood in 
the way of the noble lord. He did not meait 
to state the contents of the affidavits, be* 
cause he did not know them bim.seir, but 
merely the grounds on which they were 
not received. One of the affidavits con¬ 
tained the evidence of a servant who was 
examined at the trial; but it never eould 
be permitted that a witness should be al- 
loweil to amend, retract, or detract from 
the evidence given at a trial—a practice 
which would be pregnant with the most 
datigerou.s consequences. Another of the 
affidavits was that of persons in attendance 
ill court, and capable of being called, but 
actually not called at the ttial. Here ha 
would appeal to the common sense of jus* 
lice in the House if such an affidavit ought 
to be received ? If such a practice wero 
allowed, there would be an end to every 
thing like a trial. The prisoners bad the 
advice and assistance of the most able 
counsel ; if they did not instruct the 
counsel to call those persons, it was thefr 
own fault; and if the counsel thought it 
upon the whole more advantageous not to 
call the witnesses, then this was no reason 
now to send the prisonera to a new trial. 
The prisoners were not, in fact, shut out 
from an act of justice. The court bad 
taken the propriety of a new trial into 
their consideration, and in their judgment^ 
there was no ground for it. What was 
the object of the present motion ? it was 
to grant a new trial in that House, because 
the jury had not come to a proper verdict 
on the facts before them. But the conse- 
(luences of this would not apply to mem¬ 
bers merely, but must open Ike doors of 
the House wide to all the inferior subjects 
of the realm* They would have to re-iry 
also the Askews, and others in their 
situation. He should think that nothing 
was calcalated to give a deeper wogod to 
the insitution of jui les, than for the House 
.of Commoiu to take upon them to revise 

(R) 
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the testimony on wliich they came to 
their conclusions. With respect to the notes 
of lord Eileuborougb, they could not pro* 
dace the efiecton the House trhichwas done 
on the jury, by the sight of the witnesses, 
traversing the court with their eyes, and 
fixing on Berengtr. The effect of the 
motion would be to place tlie House in the 
situation of a jury, withonl the sanction of 
an oath. 

Mr! Homer, though he agreed with the 
hon. and learned gentleman in the ronciu* 
aion which he had come to, differed with 
him so entirely, on the grounds of that 
conclusion, that be could not silently vote 
with him against the motion. With re* 
apect to the punishment, there was no¬ 
thing which could induce him to express 
his opinion of the sentence, as long as it 
had any chance oi being taken into consi¬ 
deration in that quarter where alone it could 
undergo modification. As to the rules of 
court, he had not the least doubt, that the 
court proceedt 1 strictly and regularly in 
the present case, according to their esla- 
hlislicd role*. If tlie lule was e'stahliihed, 
it was necessary to enforce it in that and 
all other cases. But with legard to tlie 
rule itself, the term, *' supposed wisdom,” 
made use of by the hon. and learned gen¬ 
tleman, in speaking of it, seemed to him 
no bad description of that luie. He could 
not discover in it the leu^t reason or wis¬ 
dom, and a thousand cases might occur 
where it would Uad to liaidship and op¬ 
pression. lie opposed the motion, because 
he had the most unshaken conviction of 
the regularity of the piucecdiugs at the 
trial. The motion related to two specii s 
of papers, the leport and the affulavils. 
The House might ordt r the affidavits, and 
other papers tending to throw light on the 
question before them, to be laid before 
them; but as to the notes, he belieifed 
there was no precedent to warrant ihem 
in calling for tW private document which 
was kept by the judges for the informa¬ 
tion of the jury, and of the Secretary of 
State, for the sake of the ulterior proceed 
ings. It was notin the ordinary course of 
the proceedings of the House, therefore, to 
call for the report. Whether a case might 
not^ise, when itmightbe properto address 
*'”®' Priuce Regent for the iiotea taken at a 
trial, was a question altogether difierent j 
but nothing in the present case was stated 
which rendered such a proceeding ad¬ 
visable. But while he stated this, he dif¬ 
fered with the hoh. and learned gentle- 
caao, as to what he had said with respect 
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to the examination of evidence in this 
case, which he contended to be entering 
upon a new trial. The House were not 
doing any thing in the ordinary course of 
criminal jurisprudence, but exercising a 
species of jurisdiction peculiar to them¬ 
selves ; and there was no rule to prevent 
them from calling for evidence m a case 
where it might be proper for them to in¬ 
terfere. A case might be stated, in which 
the conduct of the jury and judges was 
such as to call for the interference of the. 
House; but no such case as this was at 
present laid before them. In such a case, 
however, the House might properly call 
for all manner of evidence which they 
might deem necessary. The bon. and 
learned gentleman had contended that 
they would be obliged, on this principle, 
to tty over again every person under a si¬ 
milar sentence with that of the noble 
lord ; and among others he mentioned the 
Askews. But the House, it was piopcr to 
recollect, were here called on to expel one 
of their members; and the information 
they wished was merely lor the sake of 
informing their own consciences with re¬ 
spect to the vote which they might come 
to on that subject. They had nothing to 
do with the courts of justice, except some¬ 
thing was stated which called on them to 
act in their inquisitorial capacity. The 
question reduced itself to tins. Whether, 
for the purpose of voting on the motion 
for the expulsion, it would be necessary 
for them to go over the evidence at the 
trial ? In this case it did not seem neces¬ 
sary to him to call for more information 
than they had before them. lie was fully 
satisfied with the verdict of the jury, and 
the judgment of the Court. But on the 
principles on which he had formeiiy voted 
for the expulsion of members of that 
House, be declared, that in doing so, he 
considered that he did nothing more than 
send back to his coDstUuents the person 
excluded. He considered a member as a 
ti usiee for the people who sent him, and if 
in the course of the trust, any thing should 
occur, whether in consequence of the ver¬ 
dict of a jury or otherwise, which might 
call for a revision of that trust, it would be 
proper to expel him the House; and it 
was in that light, and no other, that ha 
could give his support to such a measure. 
The verdict of a jury ought, in his opinion, 
to have credit given to it by the House, so 
far as to give the cohstituents an opportu¬ 
nity of laying whether they would any 
longer cousid^ the member expelled as a 
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fit person to be sent to parliament. On 
these grounds be should vote against the 
motion. 

Mr. ff^nn did not think that any reason 
MTBB given to induce the House to depart 
from their practice in former instances of 
a similar nature. Had any thing been 
stated against the justice of the court, or 
had any^ unfairness on the part of the 
judge, from whatever cause, whether of a 
polical nature or otherwise, been alleged, 
he should feel it a case where the House 
'iHight with propiiety enquire into the 
proceedings of the court of law: but in 
this case no adequate grounds had been 
stated to induce the House to go into the 
enquiry. 

The motion was then negatived. 

The Duke of Wellinctom.'] Mr. 
Wynn, adverting to the arrival of the duke 
of Wellington, wished to know from mi¬ 
nisters whether they had in contempla¬ 
tion to propose any measure to the House, 
to enable them to pay suitable honour to 
that great and illustrious individual. He 
wished also to know, if, as had been usual 
at the conclusion of a war, it was in their 
contemplation to move the Thanks of the 
House to his Majesty’s forces. As the 
conseqiienre of peace would be a reduc¬ 
tion of the foices, the Thanks ought to be 
given as early as possible. 

The Chaneellor of the Exchequer said, that 
such a vote as the one mentioned by the 
hon. gentleman in the latter pait of his 
speech U'as intended shortly to be pro¬ 
posed. 

Mr. tFj/m said, in the case of the duke 
of Matlborough, it was thought (it to vote 
the Thanks of the House to him foi his 
geneial conduct in the cause of iht war, 
and to appoint a deputation tu wait uii 
him, for the purpose of congratulating 
him on bis safe arrival in this country. 
He certainly thougljt that an early day 
should be fixed for the purpose to which 
he bad alluded. 

PetsIion against the Society of 
OBANGfc'MEN.] Sir John Newport said he 
held in his hands a Petition signed by a 
number of Protestants and Catholics o( 
Ireland, friends to civil and religious li¬ 
berty. At the conclusion of a peace 
abroad, it was necessary that peace should 
also be insured at home. One great means 
of contributing to this desired end. would 
be by putting an end to all associations 
tbroughoot Ireland, in commemoration of 


victories long past. At the end of 130 
years the victor ought not to be allowed 
any longer to triumph over the vanquished. 
He would appeal to the feelings of the 
Honse if the battle of Cutloden bad been 
annually celebrated in Edinburgh, whether 
tranquillity would have been established 
in Scotland. He felt confident that no 
improper motive would be attributed to 
him on the pr^ent occasion, as be himself 
gloried in being descended from one of 
those officers of king William’s Dutch 
guards, who contributed largely to that 
victory, against the celebration of which 
he was now contending. Nothing more 
contributed to the distracted state of Ire¬ 
land than such commemoration, which was 
considered by one party in the light of an 
insult and degradation; and it was fruit¬ 
less to suppose that if due means were not 
used to put an end to them, the peace of 
Ireland would ever be restored. As the 
government bad resolved to put down 
every improper assembly which had a 
tendency to disturb the public peace, he 
called upon them for the enforcement of 
the existing laws, particularly that of 1810, 
to pot down all secret associations, and to 
prohibit all processions decorated with 
insignia on particular days, which were 
galling to one party in the country. 

The Petition was ordered to he on the 
table. 

SeiRiTs Intercourse Bill.] The CAca- 
celbr of the Exchequer, previous to moving 
for a committee on this measure, intimated 
hi‘> wish that it might be suffered to pass, 
pro forma, and that all discussion upon it 
might he avoided till members bad an op¬ 
portunity of examining it in detail. lie 
should propose to consider it fully at an 
early peritid of next week. 

Mr. h’inUof observed, that be understood 
counsel was in attendance to address the 
House ag<ilnst the principle of this Bill* 
He suggested the expediency of deferring 
the attendance of this gentleman till a fu¬ 
ture stage of the Bill, when the objebts of 
the measure would be more fully under¬ 
stood. 

Mr. Western thought it proper to declare, 
at this season, his decided and irrecon¬ 
cilable objection to the principle of this 
Bill. Prom the view which he bad taken 
of it, he conceived it would go completely 
to give an advantage to the Irish distiller 
over the English distiller. The English dis¬ 
tiller paid a duly of 9s. 4d. per gallon upon 
alUpiriu which be maoufacturM,indepeoi» 
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dent of tlmdaty on malt; and if he car* 
tied hia splits to the Irish market, he 
would not alone have to pay this duty, 
but the Irish duty also; whereas the Irish j 
distiller, whose spitiifi had been warehoused | 
Ibr exportation, would only haye to pay | 
the English duty. Thus a decided, and 
in'his opinion, a very unjust preference 
was given to the Irish distiller. In this 
feeling, he conceived it his duty to oppose | 
the B«ll, and take the sense of the House 
even on the present occasion, 

Mr. FU^erald said, the bon. gentleman' 
had totally mistaken the principle of the 
Bill, Which, 80 far from being what he 
had described it to be, was founded upon 
over anxiety to place each country upon 
terms of recipiocity, and to raise the coun* 
tervailiiig duty in one country, so as to 
render each upon an equal fooling. He 
thought the best course at present, would 
be, to allow the Bill to proceed pro furmd, 
to have it printed, and circulated among 
chooe interested, and to appoint an eat iy 
day for its discussion in a more enlarged 
view. 

-Mr. W, Smith strongly opposed the Bill, 
as contrary to every idea of icciproiily. 
The English distiller sending spirits to Ire* 
land would be under this disadvantage, 
that be would be obliged, in the first in¬ 
stance, to pay the home duty in this coun¬ 
try, and he was only to be repaid by a 
drawback, which he would not receive for 
eight or ten months. I 

Lord Canlerea^h thought the bon. gen¬ 
tleman had chosen an unfit opportunity to 
oppose the Bill; and that it would be a 
breach of the faith of parliament to deny 
to Iteland the permission to export spirits. 
The Bill was only meant to apply to spirits 
in Ireland prospectively, and the English | 
distiller was to have the fair protection of 
a drawback. This was justified by *lhe 
Act of Union; and the opinion of Mr. Pitt 
had been correctly referred to on a former 
debate. PaiJiament was as competent to 
inteifere with tbk Irish dutie.s as with the 
English.' The bude in spirits was intended 
to be free at the Uilioa, and he hoped the 
House would give effect to the principle 
elBiabliahed at that time. That was a debt 
duty to the whole united kingdom. 

jl^r. W, Smith, in explanation, disclaimed 
m ihMIntion to mfiiuge on the Act of 
Union. 

Mr. Brand conceived that the operation 
of the Bill befbrf the House would be to 
give to the Irish distillers the monopoly of 
the English market, to the obvious preju- 
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tTiee of the English distillers, who, as a 
farther aggravation, were not to be made 
any allowance for the taxes which they 
had paid upon the quantity ofspi'its they 
had already distilled, upon the faith that 
the non-intercourse law would be fartlicr 
continued. The amount of taxes so paid, 
we understood the iiun. member to state at 
400 , 000 /. upon 7 ') 0,000 gallons. 

Ml. U. S/taxo muiniiiinrd, that the object 
and tendency oi the Bill wat to establish a 
complete reciprocity between England and. 
Ireland, as the Union proposed. It was 
in fact its intention to correct an error by 
which the drawback upon spirits exported 
from alt parts of Great Britain being the 
same, the i^cotch distillers obtained through 
such drawback no less than '2s. M. per 
gallon above the tax they actually paid, 
and tlins had an undue advantage. That 
the bcolch distiller should be anxious to 
retain that advantage to the prejudice of 
tile ri venue and of (he distiller of Ireland, 
might be natural; but he trusted that the 
justice of parliament would remove the 
error, and thus comply with the reasonable 
desires of the Irish distiller, who, he could 
assure the House, sought fur nothing but 
the cstabtihbment of a lair reciprocity. 

Sir J. Newport observed, that by the un¬ 
due advantage derived from the drawback 
stated by the last speaker, tiic Scotch dis¬ 
tiller was enabled not only to reduce the 
revenue, but to import his spirits into the 
Irish market, at a bounty injurious to the 
due interest of the Irish distiller. 

Mr. J. P. firant expressed himself de¬ 
cidedly hostile to the principle of the Bill. 
A right hon. baronet bad stated, that the 
insertion of a single line in the Bill, which 
might be introduced in the committee, 
would completely remove the objections 
urged against it. The right hon. baronet 
bad not, however, informed the House 
what that line was, and he was so dull of 
apprehension, that he could not discover 
it. He should be glad to know why a 
permanent measure bad not been long 
since devised i In the year 1809, a report 
was made by the committee appointed to 
inquire into this subject, on which a mea¬ 
sure satisfactory to ail parties might have 
been founded. And now, because those 
whose duty it was to frame such a Bill, 
had neglected to do so, the House was 
called upon to accede to a measure, of the 
usefulness of which even those who pro¬ 
posed it were doubtful, and had, therefore, 
confined its operation to a limited time. 
He denied that this measure would deal 
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etpinl justice to bolb couojii’ies. It would 
bear extremely hard on the English dis¬ 
tiller, who had paid the duty on the spirit 
at present manufactured. 

Mr. HMothorn said, the report of the 
committee of 1808 was not acted on, be¬ 
cause it contained principles at variance 
with the articles of the Union; and which, 
if carried into effect, would lender useless 
those local advantages, possessed by Ire¬ 
land, which gentlemen professed them¬ 
selves so anxious to improve. 

Mr Grattiin supported the Bill, the ope¬ 
ration of which would merely be, to carry 
the Act of Uuion more completely into 
effect. Parliament, he contended, had no 
right to alter that Act, every clause of j 
which was binding on the country and on 
the legislature. It was similar to a cove¬ 
nant between two parties, one of whom 
was dead—and on every principle of jus¬ 
tice and honour, the living party ought to 
adhere scrupulously to that engagement, 
which the other was not in existence to 
dolend. Pailiament could not break any 
article of that sacred covenant, without 
cummittiDg a breach of faith ; and, it they 
committed an infraction of the commercial 
pait, they violated the whole. If they 
selected any particular article (that, for 
instance, relative to the spirits intercourse) 
as a subject for revision, they would estab- j 
iisli a precedent, which they might here- | 
after deplore ; for though the parliament 
of Ireland did not exist, the people of Ire¬ 
land were m being, and thousands of pe¬ 
titioners might then come to the bar of 
that House, demanding a revision of other 
articles, which appeared to affect their 
inlcrebts. The Act of Union constituted 
the marriage articles between the two 
countries, and none of its provisions could 
be broken without annulling the contract. 
The light bon. the Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer had, on a former occasion, ob¬ 
served, that there might be some articles 
in the Act of Union, of so ambiguous or 
unintelligible a nature, as to call for ex¬ 
planation ; but he denied that the article 
to which the Bill referred was one of that 
description. It was in vein to say, that 
the clause respecting the intercourse of 
spirits with Scotland bad been new-mo¬ 
delled. Why should it be inferred, be¬ 
cause parliament altered the law as it re¬ 
spected Scotland, that therefore they should 
repeal it, as it respected Ireland ? If the 
paiHamentof England setup a court of 
equity in iu own cause, and dealt out what 
it was pleased to denominate justice, but 
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which was, in reality, no more than wba| 
its discretion prompted, nothing could be < 
imagined more unfair or more impolitic, 
nothing could be conceived moie calcu¬ 
lated to destroy the confidence which 
ought to subsist between the two countries. 

Mr. Marryatt observed, that if the in¬ 
tercourse in spirits between the two coun¬ 
tries were permitted, without previous 
measures being resorted to, which weivi 
stated in the report of the committee of 
1809, it would be productive of very many 
evils. 

Mr. Mtlliik entered into a short state¬ 
ment to piove, that, from the manner iii 
which the bonding of spirits in Ireland wae 
conducted, the Irish distiller derived a 
very considerable drawback. 

Mr. W. Fuzgemld denied that the obser¬ 
vation of the hon. gentleman applied to 
any spirits intended for exportation. 

Mr. Fmla^ objected to the principle of 
the Bill, which could not be ameliorated 
by any amendments it might receive in 
the committee; he should therefore taka 
the sense of ibe House upon ii, in its pie- 
sent stage. If he succeeded in .the 
amendment he was about to propose, the 
right hon. the Chancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer would have an opportunity of intro¬ 
ducing a qualified measure before the ter¬ 
mination of the session. The hon. gen¬ 
tleman then, instead of moving," That the 
Speaker do now leave the chair,** moved 
" That the Speaker do leave the chair this 
day three montlis!’* This singular amend¬ 
ment occasioned long coiiunued bursts of 
laughter. When order was obtained. 

The Speaker informed the hon. gentle- 
i man, that he would attain his end, by 
I moving, " That all the words after the 
[ word " that” be omitted, for the purpose 
of mserlihg " tins House will icsolve itself 
into the said committee on this day three 
mouths.” 

Mr. Finlay moved an amendment as 
suggested. 

The Chancelhr of the Exchequer denied 
that the principle of the Bill was of thb 
nature which bad been stated, li was in¬ 
tended to open the intercourse of spirits 
between Great Britain and Ireland, on 
terms consistent with the articles of the 
union, and productive of injustice to nei¬ 
ther country. With respect to the de- 
taib, if they appeared likely to opei ate tui- 
fairly, they might be corrected in the 
committee. One of the great arguments 
used by those who objected to the Bill was, 
that it would inflict much injury on the 
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English distiilen* who had largo quantities 
of spirits on hand, the duty for which they 
had paid. ib*. was not unaware of so 
glaring an objection to the Bill; but he 
recollected that a similar giound of oppo* 
eiiion was taken against the bill of 1811, 
which, howerer. was agreed to. after the 
most mature deliberation. It would be, 
however, in the power of the committee, 
to remove the objection, by two modes: 
by withdrawing from the operation of the 
Bill, spirits at present distilled, which 
could be done by changing the words 

shall have been” to " shall be distilled 
or by allowing to the English manufac* 
turer a drawback on the stock of spirits on 
hand. The latter mode would produce the 
ihost perfect reciprocity, and was perhaps, 
of the two, the least objectionable. 

An explanatory conversation followed, 
of some length, in which Mr. Western, 
Mr. W. Smith, Mr. Brand, lord Casile- 
reagh, Mr. J. P. Grant, sir G. Noel, and 
Mr. W. Fitzgerald, participated; after 
which the House Oivided, when the num- < 
hers were—For the Amendment 41; 
Against it 63Majority *22. The original 
motion was then agreed to. The Bill 
passed through a committee; and the 
report was received and ordered to be 
taken into further consideration on Tues> 
day. 

Akmv Estimates.] C)n the order of the 
day being read for the House going into 
a Committee of Supply, 

Mr. Btrmt asked it it was intended, at 
that late hour, to bring on the Army Esti¬ 
mates ? He hoped they would not then be 
brought forward, as many members, not 
expecting them, had left the House. 

Lord Polmerstm said, it was generally 
understood they were to come on, and if, 
notwithstanding this, gentlemen had left 
the House, it was not to be expected that 
ha would put them off on that account. 
When it wet considered how much bu¬ 
siness called for the attention of the 
House next week, as there was yet time 
for a very considerable discussion to take 
place tha^ night, and as another oppor- 
tnntty would offer for the discussion of 
nay thing which they might not go into 
on that occasion, he could not ctmsent to 
postpone Uiem again. 

Jllr. Powmbjf thouglit it improper to 
bring them on at that late hour. It was 
true, much business would come before the 
House in the ensuing week, but as the 
public service woula in no way sufl^r 
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from (he estimates being pqt off, he hoped 
they would be kepi back till they could 
be brought forward earlier in the evening. 

The Chancellor qf the Excheqtter admitted, 
no material inconvenience would result 
from the Army Estimates being put off 
with respect to the public service. But 
at the same time it must be felt, there waa 
this inconvenience in these postponements 
—they protracted the sittings of the House 
at a time when it was didicull to procure 
a full attendance, as many of the members 
were c|oitting London. There w'as time 
for a considerable debate that night, and 
he could therefore see no impropriety in 
the noble loid’s making Itir statement on 
the estimates. He did not know that this 
would necessarily cause a debate. As the 
country was still engaged in war, though 
considerable reductions would be made in 
the national establishments, it would be 
premature at the present niomciit to enter 
' upon the discussion of the peace establUh- 
meut. 

I Mr. Fremmtle, as those topics would not 
come into discussion which were expected 
on this night to be taken into considera¬ 
tion, when the Army Eiitimates were 
brought forward, bad no objcciion to hear 
the statement of the noble lord : but he 
hoped the House would not separate for 
the recess without knowing what the 
future peace establishment was iikeiy to be. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequtr, in ex¬ 
planation, obseived, be had only said, it 
would be premature to enter upon the dis¬ 
cussion of the peace establishment at the 
present moment. 

The House then resolved itself into the 
Committee. 

Lord Paltnerttoit assured the Committee, 
that, after what bad been said, with respect 
to the lateness of the hour, he would com¬ 
press what he had to offer to their con¬ 
sideration, into the smallest possible com¬ 
pass. There was no necessity for going 
into a detail of the various items composing 
the estimates; he should therefore confine 
himself to a brief notice of the different 
heads, pointing out such variations as 
occurred in ea^, and leaving, to a future 
period, those explanations which might 
be demanded of him. On a general view 
of the present estimates it would be seen, 
comparing them with those of last year, 
that there was an increase of 7,600 men, 
and of 110,<XK)l. This increase arose from 
the establishment of new corps, and from 
the augmented rates of pay granted, in 
the last year, to non* commissioned oificera. 
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Much importaivtie WM necessarily at^ 
tacbed to this branch of our military force, 
both in the field and in garrison. To 
know how they had discharged their duty, 
it was only necessary to look to the many 
great achievroents which had crowned 
our arms in the Peninsula. In conse- 
(|uence of a strong representation from 
the duke of Wellington, who conceived 
that they were not sufficiently distin¬ 
guished from the common soldier, it was 
determined to make an alteration in their 
pny. To grant a general increase of pay 
would have been, at the same time, a very 
great cxpence to the public, and would 
have rendered abortive the object which 
was principally aimed at, that of giving to 
commanding officers an opportunity of 
rewarding meritorious individuals; it was 
therefore, determined to incicase the pay 
of the Serjeant*major to 3s. per day, and to 
introduce another discription of ofiicer be¬ 
tween him and the ordinary serjeant, under 
the denomination uf colour serjeant, who 
should wear an honorary badge, and whose 
pay should be 2s. 4d. per day. The annual 
expence incurred by this regulation, in the 
present state of the army, was 20,000^ a 
trifling sum when compared with the 
greatness of the object. Another addi¬ 
tional charge arose from the cavalry staff. 
This body was different from the infantry 
stalF—it was composed of tried and steady 
soldiers, selected for the purpose of at¬ 
tending to the discipline of the cavalry, 
when employed in active operations; 
they were paid more liberally than ordi¬ 
nary men. In our early exertions in the 
Peninsula, the want of such a corps was 
very much felt, and under the recommen¬ 
dation of the duke of Wellington, it was 
formed. It consisted of 3I6 men, and the 
annual charge was IG.OOOJ. But this 
corps would no longer be continued, as 
the individuals who composed it would 
either return to their respective regiments, 
or be discharged. Tliere was another 
corps, denominated the York Chasseurs, 
composed of men who had deserted, which 
also formed an item of the additional ex¬ 
pence. For a consideiable time past, 
every exertion was made to discourage the 
system of corporal punishment in the army; 
and, with that view, it was thought proper 
to send deserters to the d<p6t at the Isle of 
Wight, to be from thence sent upon colo¬ 
nial or other service, as the commander in 
chief pleased. The number, of deserters 
continuing to accumulate at the it 
was deemed advisable to form them into a 
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corps. It consisted of 673 men, and would 
not sufler any reduction, in consequence 
of the peace. They were, he understood, 
a very efiective body of men, and were in¬ 
tended for colonial service.—With respect 
to the regiments for the East Indies, there 
was scarcely any alteration. On the staff 
there was an increase of 56,0001. This 
arose on the foreign staff On the home 
staff there was a diminution of 2,0004 oc- 
sioned by a reduction that had taken 
place in the Manchester district. He bad 
not made any estimate of the expence of 
the staff under lord Lynedock, the accounts 
having been made up before that expedi¬ 
tion was planted. On this bead, however, 
he did not mean to move for any thing 
additional, because the saving on the staff 
of the army under the duke of Wellington 
would fully cover that expence. There 
was an increase under the bead of ^per- 
numerary officers, receiving full pay, of 
25,0004 A diminution of 16,0004 would 
take place, on account vif payiuasters- 
general, acting abroad, as the circum¬ 
stances of the time rendered them no lunger 
necessary. On the half-pay and allow¬ 
ances, an additional vote would be neces¬ 
sary. This partly arose from the increased 
number of persons who would now retire 
on half-pay, and partly from the adoption 
of a measure, to ameliorate the situation of 
military officers. The operation of the 
measure would be, to make a better pro¬ 
vision for general officers, who did not 
command regiments; for the House must 
know, that there was no pay attached to a 
general officer, circumstanced as he bad 
described, because all right to pay went 
by regimental commission; and by a late 
return it appeared, that, previous to the 
last brevet, th^-c were 2Q general officers 
receiving the half-pay of major, and 66 
receiving the half-pay of captain. When 
an officer, holding a commission in a regi¬ 
ment, was raised to the rank of general, 
his attendance with that regiment was 
dispensed with; because, from his rank in 
the regiment, he ought to obey his superioir 
officer, .Uthougb, by the rules of the army, 
he. being a general, would bavwa right to 
command the colonel or lieut^olooei of 
that regiment, in which perhaps he only 
held the commission of major. To prevent 
this, he was suffered to absent bimsulf, 
and a supernumerary officer was appointed. 
But this did not deprive him of his com¬ 
mission, be still received the pay derived 
from his rank in that regiment, and, if it 
were reduced, he was entitled to half-pay ; 
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«nd this ww all be bad tp subsist on, un¬ 
less lie vr$s placed on ihe staffi This 
iituation of things was not consistent with 
the liberality of the country. It existed 
in no other nation in the world. Every 
where else, the different gradations of 
rank in the army received suitable pay ; 
and even in our own navy, a diil'urent 
ayatem prevailed. There the flag officers 
had rates of pay apportioned to their tank. 
It was nut, therefure, too much to ask that 
the same principle should be extended 
towaids the military officer. The arrange¬ 
ment be intended to propose was, to place 
general officers of the army on the same 
imoting as flag officers of the navy. A 
major-general to rate as a rear-admiral, 
when unemployed, and a lieutenant- 
general as a vice-admiral. But it was not 
proposed to give to a full general the same 
rate of pay as was received by a full acH 
xniral, but to confine him to what the 
lieutenant-geneial leceived. The icason 
of this was, that a general commanding a 
regiment possessed advantages which an 
admiral did not enjoy. When this pay 
was given to general officers, of course the 
supernumeraries in regiments would cease 
to exist. It would appear by the estnuateb, 
that this new plan would produce an cx- 
pence of 83,0001. per annum. The entire 
charge under this head, part for the half- 
pay, and part for the general officers, 
would probably amount to 150 or 160,0001. | 
per annum additional. But it was impos¬ 
sible to speak with certainly on matters 
that depended on a prospective reduction. 
—The next head was that of pensions. 
There was little alteration in the item lor 
in-pensionera. On the oni-pensiuiieis 
there was an increase of 20,000/. There 
was B reduction of 163,000/. under the 
head of volunteers. Of this 101,000/. 
arose from not issuing money for clothing 
during the last year, to the Irish volua-« 
teers, and 62,000/. saved by the reduction 
ef volunteer corps in England. His lord- 
ship here pronounced a very animated 
eulogium on tbia meritorious body of men 
—who had boldly come forward, to defend 
the cuuninjr, when it was threatened with 
invasion, ^n the local militia a great re- 
duhtiou had taken place, and it would only 
be necessary to provide for the permanent 
Stair of that force, and for those regiments 
that bad been called out upon active ser-’ 
Vice. In the foreign corps, there was a 
diminution of 1,100 ro> a, and 20,000/. 
In the Military College, a dnfiinmion of 
1 2 , 000 /. In the Irish commissariat de- 
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partment, there was a reduction of 70,000/. 
occasioned by a fall ip the prioe of forage, 
and from there being a smaller number of 
horses to be provided foPiip the present 
year than in the last. < In the barrack de¬ 
partment there was a decrease, in charge, 
of 38.000/. . A vote of 12 millions had 
been taken on account of these estimates, 
but it was not his intention to move for 
the whole of the remaining sum. lie pro¬ 
posed to deduct from the gioss aniunnt 
2,362,000/. In the present state of the 
country, as his right hon. fiiend, the* 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, had ob¬ 
served, it was impossible, in any deduc¬ 
tion he might make from the vote origi¬ 
nally proposed, to proceed on any data, 
which he could depend upon as perfectly 
accurate. His calculations, in such a state 
of things, must necessarily be founded on 
conjectural data. It was not possible to 
calculate with precision, when those cal¬ 
culations depended on the time when co¬ 
lonies would be ceded, when troops would 
return home, and a vaiiety of other con¬ 
tingencies. Therefore, in deducting the 
sum he bad mentioned, he begged it to 
be understood, that, if it was found neces¬ 
sary to keep up a greater establishment 
than he bad reckoned upon, be should not 
feel himself precluded from proposing a 
larger vote; at the same time, he could 
assure the House, that it was not more the 
duty than it was the inclination of go¬ 
vernment, to reduce the military establish¬ 
ment of the country, as far as was con¬ 
sistent with its interests, with us much 
speed as possible. His lordship then le- 
capituiated the different heads of reduc¬ 
tion, to the amounlof2,362,000/.—amongst 
which were land forces 715,000/.militia 
761,000/.; 8130*30,000/.; Irish volunteers 
50,000/.; local militia, 421,000/.; foreign 
corps, 206,000/.; Irish commissariat, 
80,000/.; Irish ^barracks, 50,000/. He 
then shortly staled the steps which had 
been taken to reduce the militia, the corps 
of drivers, the recruiting districts and the 
home staffi and concluded by moving, 
" That the sum of 1,546,000/. be granted 
to bis Majesty for the service of the land 
forces.** 

Mr. Fontonbjf agreed in the propriety of 
making the situation of our brave officers 
as comfortable as possible; when that 
object was in view, he would place no 
limit to the generosity of the country, 
except its actnal ability. It was their in¬ 
terest, that they should be rewarded ; and 
he tboogbf, there was no depat tment of thd 
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govern men t, or of tKe constitotion, in 
which it was so essential that a disposition 
to remunerate the services of the army 
should appear, 4's in that House. He was 
ready to concor in the general outline of 
the arrangement which the noble lord had 
stated, for the amelioration of their cir¬ 
cumstances; at the same time, be should 
like to examine the plan in detail, before 
he gave it his 6nal approbation. He re¬ 
gretted very much that the noble lord 
had not stated, what might be expected 
as the peace establishment of this country. 
He did not loi'k for a positive declaration 
on the subject, but be thought something 
like an estimate of what our peace esta¬ 
blishment was to be, might have been 
given They were, le.tt too much to their 
own conjectures on this {toiiit, when they 
were merely told that government had 
every disposition to reduce the military 
esiablishmeiit its fast as possible, consist¬ 
ently with ihe national safety. In esti¬ 
mating our peace establishment, he thought 
they ouglii to look to the situation of the 
country before they armed against France, 
at Uie period of ilie Revolution. Tins svas 
the true critei ion ; and government ought 
to show that every departure from it was 
called for by necessity ; and the grounds 
should be fully explained to parli-iment. 
He knew they were still at war with Ame¬ 
rica : he wa.s aware that the state of 
Europe w'as by no means .settled, and 
would not be .settled, till after the meet¬ 
ing of the (Jongrcis, in September; but 
still, he thought, government might have 
given the House some idea on a subject of 
•uch interest as the iiUemted peace esta¬ 
blishment. It was impossible to say how 
long peace might last, and tlierefoie he 
considered it highly expedient that go¬ 
vernment should not lei the srndllost ex¬ 
pence rest upon the people which could, 
by possibility, be di'.penscd with. lie 
thought the proper model for ministers to 
take was, the state of the country before 
the war began, and, if this could not be 
reached, they ought to approach as near 
to it as possible. 

After a few cursory observations from 
Mr. Baiikes, Mr. Bennet, gen. ^iitscoigne, 
Mr. Abercromby, and sir Egerton Brydges, 

Mr. Calcraft sugge.sted the expediency 
of extending the baif-pay of ensigns from 
2s. Hd. to 3s. 

Mr, Fremantle considered, from the late 
hour of the night, that it would be ex¬ 
tremely proper to recommit the whole of 
this question on a future day, as it was im- 
( VOL. XXVHL) 


possible to enter at large into the multifa¬ 
rious statements which had been made, at 
that late hour of the night. 

Lord Valfkersitm saw no reason for post¬ 
poning the disettssion to a future day; but 
observed, if objections were felt to any 
particular resolutions, that they might, if 
thought necessary, be recommitted. 

The resolution was agreed to, and te- 
committed for Friday. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, June 27. 

Public Tiunksgivino.') Lord Castle-, 
rcu/'fi communicated a Message from his 
royal highness the Prince Regent, inform¬ 
ing the House that he had appointed 
Tbuisday, the 7ih of July, for a Public 
'Inanksgivitig to Almighty God, for the 
i^toration of peace tu this country and 
to Europe; that it was bis Royal High¬ 
ness’s intention to go to church on that 
day in the cathedcral church of St. Paul’s; 
and that he had made arrangements for 
providing the necessary accommodation 
for the luenibers of that House. Ills lord- 
ship then moved an Address to bis Royal 
Highness, thanking him for his gracious 
commitication, to be presented by such 
members of the House as were of his Ma¬ 
jesty’s privy council; and also that a 
committee should be appointed to con* 
sider of the manner in which the House 
should proceed on the day in question.-.- 
Agi eed to. 

PrTlTlONS TO ABOLISH ImPKISOSMENT 

FOB Dnur on Mlsnf. Phoccss.] Mr. 
liewiet presented a Petition fiom a poor 
woman named Booth, the widow of a man 
who had died in the King’s-bench prison. 
Of the truth-sif the averments in this Pe¬ 
tition he had no personal knowledge, but 
be thought it was one which stated a case 
of gieat hardship. The Petition staled, 
that the liusbanil of the petitioner bad 
been arrested while in a state of extreme 
ill health, for debt, and conveyed in a cart 
to a lock-up-huu$c, aud from thence to 
the K ng’s-bench prison, on#reaching 
which, he was placed on a bench, where 
he remained miiil the bumanit)* of some 
of the pri'oners conveyed him to a bed, 
in which, after a short lime, he died. The 
coroner’s jury, who sat on the body of 
the deceased, returned a verdict, that 
he had died of a natural death, but that 
his death had been considerably accelt - 
rated by his iuipiisonment, and the treat- 

(S) 
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niPnt lo which he had been exposed/* 
The Petition concluded by pfaying. that 
sonic alteration might be maile in that in¬ 
human law, which sanctioned arrest by 
_ hlemiv Prm'c.iS. 

The Pciition liaving been read, was 
ordered to be laid on the table. A Peti • 
lion w'Hs likewise presented from a pri¬ 
soner ill the rieet prison, named William 
Wright, complaining of the hardships to 
which he was exposed, and also prating 
an alteration in the law respecting arrests 
by Mesne Process. Mr. Peter Moore 
presented two petitions from prisoneis in 
the King’s-bench prison, to the like efiect. 

Mr. Plrl’s Bill ron Ttin better Exe¬ 
cution or THE Laws in Iuelanu.] Mr. 
Peel presented a Bill " to provide for the 
belter Execution of the Laws in Ireland 
by appointing superintending magistrates 
and additional constables in counties, in 
certain cases/* On the quesiion being 
put for its being read a first time, 

Mr. Carew r''se and said—1 hope. Sir, 
1 may be allowed to trespass on the at¬ 
tention of the House, when 1 feel myself 
called on lo correct a stateiiieiU of the 
right lion, the Secretary for Itciand, which 
coming from such an aulhoritj% w» uld, if 
allowed to pass unconiradicted, impress 
the public with an idea that the county 
of Wexford was in such a slate of di.s- 
lurbance, as to render the new Bill about 
to be enacted, necesssary. I do not, Sir, 
object to the Bill—on the contrary, 1 
highly approve of it—and only lament the 
circumstances, in other counties, which 
render such an inleiTerence on the part of 

{ roTcruenent necessary. But, Sir, I beg 
eave to state, in the most unequivocal 
terms, the tranquillity of the county I 
have the honour to represent (the county 
of Wexford.) There is no part of the em¬ 
pire where the laws are more implicitljr 
obeyed—and for the accuracy of thisslate- 
meiit, 1 will refer to the resolutions of the 
spring grand jury, of which 1 was fore¬ 
man—1 will appeal to the recorded charge 
of the judge to that jury—I appeal to the 
calendar of the county—and, finally, to 
the right hou. gentleman himself, whether 
there is any pan of Ireland more notorious 
for the peace and industry of its inha¬ 
bitants, where the police is internally 
letter regulated, or where there is less 
obstruction to the acts either of govern¬ 
ment or individuals. 

bir F. Flood felt it his duty to add his 
testimony to that of his worthy colleague, j 
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as to the peace and tranquillity of the 
county of Wexford: as a convincing proof 
of the truth of which statement it was 
only necessary to observe, that, for the 
last eleven years, there had been but one 
execution in that county for murder, and 
tb.it was in the case of a sw'eep from Lan- 
cashiie, who had been found guilty of 
Bulfiicaiing one of his boys in a chimney, 
by burning wet straw under him. With 
theve facts before his eyes, he could not 
but condemn, in (he most unequivocal 
manner, the assertion which had been 
made by the right hon. gentleman (Mr. 
Peel), on a former night, as to the riotous 
di.sposition of this part of Ireland. He 
was willing to admit that some acta of vio- 
leiice had been committed, but these, he 
begged most distinctly to state, had not 
arisen from political or seditious motives. 
One instance had occurred within hi.s own 
knowledge, which certainly bore the com¬ 
plexion of outrage, and which deserved re¬ 
probation, although be did not think its 
existence gave suiTicicnt cau.se for a gene¬ 
ral and indiscriminate attack upon the 
whole county. He alluded to the death 
of a niaii who had seduced a young woman, 
and who on being called on by her friends 
to make reparation by marriage, and hav¬ 
ing refused, w.is shot. That the county 
of Wcxfuid, however, was moie prone to 
criminnliiy than the counties of England 
or Walei, he positively denied, and he 
believed he miglit, with great truth, add, 
that many oilenccs committed in this 
country, vtere wholly unknown in Iieland, 
and more particularly in that part which 
he had the honour to leprcsent. 

Mr. Feel thought it necessary, lest it 
might be supposed from the imposing at¬ 
titude which the hon. baronet had taken, 
tiiat there was something like reason in 
the opposition which he seemed inclined 
to give to the Bill which had just been in¬ 
troduced, to make a few ob.servations. 
He begged leave to refer back to the ex¬ 
planation which he had given on a former 
night to (he remarks which the hon. ba¬ 
ronet then made, and to which he had 
hoped he had given a full and satisfactory 
answer. On that occasion, he had dis¬ 
claimed most fully any intention of im¬ 
puting to the county of Wexford, in par¬ 
ticular, a disposition to riot or disorder, or 
charging the magistrates of that county 
with a dereliction of duty. All he had 
said, and all he meant still to say, was, 
that at a meeting of the magistrates of the 
county of Wexford, on the 2l8t of March, 
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resolutions ba4 been come to, in which 
certain outrages, committed a short time 
previously in Rathduft' and Knockmorc, 
were lamented, and a determination taken 
to use every effort for the preservation of 
the peace of the county. The outrages 
alluded to, were detailed in a report which 
he would take the liberty of reading to 
the House. The right hnn. gentleman 
then read the report to which be alluded, 
and which stated, that some persons, as yet 
unknown, had gone to the bouse of a man 
'named Donougfaue, at about three o’clock 
in the morning; and, rapping at his door, 
demanded admittance for a poor creature 
whom they slated to be very unwell, and 
who it was desired might he permitted to 
lie down. Doiioughue, not choo''iiig to 
be troubled with such a guest, at such an 
hour, refused to open his door; upon which 
these peisons entreated that he would give 
them a lighted coal, for the purpose of 
lighting a pipe. Donough'be then got up, 
and, on opening the door, he was shot 
through the heart! This atrocious and 
treacherous proceeding it was which had 
been propeily characterised by llnrieen of 
the magistrates of the county ia which it 
had occurred, as outrageous; and to this 
occurrence it was he referred, when he 
Teiitmed to state, on a former night, that 
the county of Wexford was not in that 
peaceful and undisturbed state which had 
been pictured in such ilaltering lerma by 
the hon. baronet. 

Sir F. Flood, in explanation, said, he had 
a protest in Ins pocket, signed by some of 
the most respectable inhabitants of the 
county ot Wexford, against the resolutions 
alluded to by the hon. gentleman. 

Mr. Peel begged lo know, by how many 
this protest had been signed ? 

Sir F. Flood answered, by five of the 
most respectable inhahiUnts of the county, 
some of whom were worth ten, otheis six, 
and others three thousand a year. 

The Bill was then read a first, and or¬ 
dered to be read a second time on Fiiday. 

Floccinc in the Army.] Mr. Manners 
Sutton, seeing an hon. gentleman in his 
place, who bad put a question to him on a 
former night, respecting the punishment 
inflicted on one of the Warwickshire mi¬ 
litia, wished to ask him whether the name 
of the man to whom he alluded was not 
Greensfield ? 

Mr. Betmet said, that upon looking over 
the paper from whence he had derived his 
information, be had not been able to as¬ 
certain the name of the man. ' 
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Mr. M. Sutton would perhaps be able 
to recall the case to his memory by ano¬ 
ther question. Did the hon. gentleman 
derive his information upon the subject 
from a Sunday newspaper ? 

Mr. liennet answered in the affirmative. 

Mr. M. Sutton then said, that since the 
hon. gentleman had called the attention of 
the House to' this subject, he had taken 
every pains to enquire into the facts of the 
case to which allusion had lieen made. 
He bad enquited at the oflice of the com¬ 
mander in chief, at the adjutant-general’s 
office, and at the ofiice of the secretary of 
state for the home department, itn^gining 
that some memorial might have been pre¬ 
sented fiom the individual himself, cum- 
plaining of the harshness with which be 
iiad been treated. He could find, how¬ 
ever, no trace, from whcn^e to obtain in¬ 
formation. Ill consequence of this failure, 
he wrote lo llie colonel of the. Warwick- 
shiie iiiiiitiu; hut before he received an 
ansvvei, he discovered a letter in a i»unday 
newspaper, signed ** An Englishman,” 
from which, he at once concluded, as had 
been now confirmed, the lion, member had 
obtained his knowledge upon the subject. 
The statement in this paper was, that one 
of the piivates in the Waiviickshire mi¬ 
litia h.id been so severely punished, that 
he had died under the torture to which he 
was exposed, and to which he was sen¬ 
tenced ibr a coinpaiativciy tiivial offence. 
The moment he saw this account, he was 
satisfied that it could not be tiue; for, from 
his own knowledge of the military regula¬ 
tions necessaiily adopted where such pu- 
iiishments were inflicted, he knew that no 
such occurrence could by possibiliiy have 
taken place. The anonymous wi iter, how¬ 
ever, went on to state that he was attracted 
by a ciowd of women and children, la¬ 
menting in vvoeful terms some event which 
bad happened. He enquired the cause of 
their g'ief, and they stated that a man 
had just been flogged to deaili. This' 
statement, said the " Englishman,” wag^ 
confirmed by a non-commi'-sioned officer^ 
to whom he afterwards adiliesseti himself 
upon the subject—and who slated, that 
the individual had been flogged until he 
had fallen, and that be had left him life¬ 
less on the ground. Upon asking the 
offence for which this severity bad been 
exercised, he ascertained that the man had 
been regimental servant to the surgeon, 
and bad stopped out longer than bis mas¬ 
ter bad conceived proper. Such was the 
account given in the Sunday paper to 
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which he alluded. The exact state of the 
case, MS be (Mr. SuUon) hail since ascer¬ 
tained, liowever, was this:—It was true, 
that ike man was regimental servant to 
the surgeon, and it was also true, that he 
had incurred the displeasure of his master, 
for stopping out longer than was pioper; 
hut it hud been forgotten to be stated, that 
upon his master remonstrat'ing with him 
on his misconduct, he was not only inso¬ 
lent, but carried that insolence to the ut- 
xnost length; and had, in fact, done every 
thing but knocked his master down. Upon 
this, a complaint was made to the iieu- 
tpiiant colonel, who directed that the 
offender should be brought to a lourt- 
martial, which was arcotdingly done, and 
he was sentenced to receive 300 lashes, 
and of these only 100 was inflicted, the 
man having then dropped. It turned out, 
however, that the reason of his dropping 
was ngt the severity of the punishment, 
hut the fact of his having <.tMnc;d his clothes 
so far into his month, otidcr an idea, hj' 
that means, of b ing better able to bear 
the pain, that be was almost siifTocatcd, 
When the clothes were withdrawn, he im- 
mecTiateiy got ujt and walked to the, hos¬ 
pital, where he had remained, subject only 
to such inconvenience as might be ex¬ 
pected to arise from the lashes he had re¬ 
ceived. This proceeding bad been regu¬ 
larly repoited to the general of the dis¬ 
trict, who gave it his ♦'oil approbation in 
all its parts; and the more so, as the same 
man bad previuudy been represented as 
having acted in a mutinous niauuer, but 
had been forgiven, in conseqnenie of the 
near approach of that period, at which the 
regiment would be disbanded. liaviiig 
tven this explanation, which bo trusted 
ad proved satisfactory to the House, Le 
begged to observe, that no man was more 
anxious than himself to give every infor¬ 
mation connected with those military mat¬ 
ters which came under his cognizance. 
He enpid not but lament, therefuie, that 
fhe hoD. gentleman, before he brought this 
matter before the House and the public, 
had not first asked him the question in 
private, and thereby avoided banging up 
the name of the lieutenant-colonel of the 
Warwickshire militia, for some day^s, as a 
man who had sanctioned a degree of 
cruelty, which, under any circumstances, 
Would have been indefciuible. He could 
not conclude without bearing his testimony 
to the general merits, active services, and 
exemplary discipline of the Warwickshire 
. nimthtta, wbicb bad frequently beun held 


up both in this country and in Ireland, 
where it had been two years, as an exam¬ 
ple well worthy (he attention of other 
parts of his Majesty’s iorces. 

Lord Brooke, as colonel of the Warwick¬ 
shire militia, felt it his doty to bear testi¬ 
mony to the exemplary and meritorious 
conduct of the officer whose humanity had 
been questioned by the anonymous writer 
alluded to by the hon. gentleman, and 
whose calumnies bad found place only in 
the columns of a paper, the editor of which 
was now in prison fur a libel. He could 
not help remarking, that be thought it 
unfair, upon surh grounds, to bring such a 
subject before the House of Commons. 

Mr. Bemti was as anxious for the vindi¬ 
cation of the chaiactcrof the iieutenant- 
culoncl alluded to as the noble lord who 
had just sat down; and with a firm per¬ 
suasion that his character would be fully 
exonerated from the cbuige which had 
been made against it, he had put the 
question, of which complaint had been 
mavle. It would be recollected, that the 
imputation bad appeared in a public news¬ 
paper, and iio public* vindtcatimi had sub¬ 
sequently been published. His question 
had given an opportunity for such a vindi¬ 
cation, and the conduct of the lienteiiant- 
coloncl, as it deserved to be, had been 
placed in an honourable light. It was im¬ 
possible, however, nut to feel anxious upon 
a subject which was naturally calculated 
to cieate feelings of indignation and hor¬ 
ror—he meant the iniliction of torture 
by co.-poreal puni-shmenl, of the severity 
of which, the tact mentioned by the right 
hon. gentleman, afforded an ample illus¬ 
tration : he alluded to the handkerchief 
which tlie uniurtunate man, whose case 
had heuti stated, hud stuiled into hia mouth, 
to prevent las shrieks, and to deaden bis 
pain. Such were the expedients resorted 
to on sucli occasions, and he could only la¬ 
ment that their neces.s]ty had not ceased 
to exist! 

Vote of Thanks to the Duke of 
Wellington, and Conoratvlation on 
HIS Retuen.] Lord Cattkreagh rose, for 
the purpose efgivuig notice, that be should, 
to-morrow, move a vote of Thanks and 
Congratulation to field-mershal the duke 
of We 11 iagton—( Loud chee i s)—for the vic¬ 
tories which he bad obtamed, and on bis 
arrival in this country.—(Hear, hear!) 
The House might, perhaps, upon tihis oc¬ 
casion, feel disposed to dispense with the 
ordinary form of giving u^ce—(Hear! 
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hear!) if 90 , he would move the Thanks and that WM the case of the duke of 
to the noble*duke then.—>(Hear, hear.) Marlhoroofh, «nd‘even in drawing oom«> 
The sense of the House having been thus parisons between the services of these 
decideiliy expressed, the noble lord pro* great men, it could not be forgotten, that 
reeded to address the House. He ob* from the nature of the warfare in which 
served, that in calling their attention to all the'latter was engaged, he was enabled to 
the glorious and eminent services of the come home every year, in person to re- 
noble duke, whose name bad been so ceive the thanks of his country, while, 
warmly cheered, and to the achievements with the duke of Wellington, his services 
which he bad periornied, he (onsirlercd, if had been incessant; he had had no relax- 
be attempted to enter into any minute de- ation, and in winter as well as in summery 
tails, he should only weaken that impres- his exertions were alike, vigorous, perse- 
sion which he was satisfied the services of vering, and advantageous, If any thing 
this great man had made on the minds of could be added to enhance the merits of 
every indivi<iual throughout the kingdom, the latter, it was the fact that he had re« 
In trutti, if WH looked back to the events reived the thanks of parliament twelve 
which had occotred within the last few times, whereas the duke of Marlborough 
years, they bore more the appearance of had been thus distinguished only six times, 
romance than of any thing wIhlIi could The noble lord concluded by moving, 
have ariicn from the oidinaiy transactions " That the Thanks of this House be given 
of human nature. The (xploits of the to Field Marshal the Duke of Wellington, 
duke ofWeltiuaton had been peculiar to on his return from his command abroad, 
hmiseif, and sue h as the page oi history for bis eminent and unremitting service 
had never presented. Alter a long series to his Majesty and to the public; and tbaS 
of eiuineni and laboiious exertions, in a committee<ot this House do wait upon his 
wiiicii he had oiiginally lauded on a grace to communicate the same, and to 
foieign shore, m the face of an enemy oiler to fais grace the congratulations ofi 
Mjpeiior III eveiy ie.spt.ct to hiniseli, he had this House on his arrival in this kingdom.*' 
conducted the wtr to a glortous result; Mr. ffynn said he bad suggested the 
and ttiev were now to celebrate that event propriety of a measure like the piesent on 
Without one single ri<cuin.stanre which a former evening, and it was with the ut- 
threw a sliatle over th»' nationai glory of most pleasure that he now losc to second 
the < ouniiy, or over tlie personal rharac- the motion, it was a proud circumstance 
ter ot the individual who bad accomplished for this country, that they had an opporta- 
It. (l.oud cheer*.) It was new in the mi- nity again, after the lapse of a hundred 
Iitai y annals of the woiid, to find a gene* years, to follow a precedent of so grand a 
ral whose sei v ires had been so multifarious, monument of Kogiish gratitude. With re- 
and tvUosG personal merit had been so spect to the p.irallel between the two 
great; and who, aiier conducting a war of great men, the duke of Wellington, like 
extraordinary difficulty to a conclusion, his ptedecessor, bad had the great merit of 
had elicited nut alone the gratitude of his unremuted success, and the singular merit 
own coniui V, hut the gratitude and admi- of obtaining that success at the bead of an 
ration oi the whole of Europe. It was nut army composed of different nations, all of 
les,'. extrauidinary that he should have ac- whom were animated with the sameob- 
quired the confidence oi those nations on ject, and served with the same harmony, 
whose fields he fought, and induced them He wished to suggest to the noble lord 
to select him as the instrument of their whether it might not be possible to intro- 
salvation, and to signaliae him by the duce m the vote of thanks, not only the 
highest honours of which their country military achievements, but that these 
could boast; and to crown his exploits, achievements were performed by an army 
that ho should at length be received in the composed of dilFerent nations, who were 
capital of that kingdom, against which his all actuated by the same unanimity. What 
eilbrts had been so actively and victoriously lord Bolingbroke bad eloquently said of 
directed, with acclamations of gratitude the duke of Marlborough, might also be 
and applause, not inferior to those grateful said of the duke of Wellington. There waa 
acknowledgments to which he was so de- no batth: be fought which be did not gain; 
scrvedly entitled from the capital of his no place he besieged, which he did not 
own country, for which he had obtained take; no negociation which be entered 
so much. There waa cerMinly only one into, which he did not conclude, 
occasion wbj|h was parallel to the puesent. The motion was agreed to nem. een., and 
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a .committee was appointed to attend the 
dnku of Wellington with the said Thanks. 

Petition from London resfeoting 
TKE Slave Trade.J Mr. Wilberf«rce 
resented a Petition signed by 38,000 in- 
abitants of London, setting forti), 

** That the petitioners have seen, with 
the deepest regret and disappointment, 
that in the recent treaty of peace with 
France no provision has been made for the 
immediate abolition of the African Slave 
Trade, a trade avowedly repugnant to every 
moral and religious principle, but that, on 
Uie contrary, the consetjoence will be its 
revival on a larger scale and to an indeh* 
nite extent; and that it appears to the pe¬ 
titioners, that this revival is attended with 
circumstances of peculiar aggravation; 
great and populous colonies, in which, 
during the last seven years, the importa¬ 
tion of Slaves has been striciy prohibited, 
and has even been made highly penal. 
Laving been freely ceded to France, not 
only without any atipulaiion for the conti¬ 
nuance of that probibilion, but with the 
ilecliyed purpose, on the part of that 
country, of commencing a new Slave Trade 
for their supply, and thus a system of 
robbery and murder, which had for many 
years been practically extinct, is now to 
be revived, at the very moment when 
France has been manifestly and singularly 
favoured by Divine Providence; and the 
restoration to that country of the blessings 
and enjoyments of peace is to be the 
signal for bringing all the evils and mi¬ 
series of a continued warfare on the unof¬ 
fending inhabitants of the African conti¬ 
nent; and Uiat the revival of the French 
Slave Trade, and the unconditional resto¬ 
ration to France of her African liirls and 
factories, have excited the peculiar regret 
of the petitioners, by disappointing the 
hopes they had been led to indulge, of the 
improvement and civilization of that large 
district in which those possessions aie si¬ 
tuated, and in which, the Klavo Trade 
having been nearly suppressed, the conse¬ 
quent iutruduction of cultivation and a 
legitimate commerce had begun to make 
some compensation to Africa for the mi¬ 
series formerly inflicted; and that it ap¬ 
pears to the petitioners that the fair and 
legitimate commerce with Africa, which, 
since the abolition of the Slave Trade by 
Great Britain, had materially increased, 
and was rapidly enlarging itself to an ex¬ 
tent which promised important udvauiages 
to both countries, is exposed to immediate 
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ii^ury, and to eventual destruction, by the 
revival of that inhuman traffic which for so 
many ages retained that ill-fated coast in a 
state of barbarism and desolation; and 
that the petitioners cannot but lament 
that the recognition in the treaty of the 
radical injustice of the African Slavo 
Trade should be followed by a provision 
for its revival; and, though that provision 
is accompanied by the declaration of an 
intention to abolish the Trade in Slaves 
after five years, yet they cannot conceal 
fiom themselves that various and exten¬ 
sive interests will be created, which, at the 
end of the specified term, will present new 
and alarming obstacles to the fulfilment of 
the declared intention; and, therefore, 
deeply impressed with the necessity of 
immediately adopting such measures in 
parliament as may be the best calculated 
to prevent all the before-mentioned evils, 
as well as the evasion or infraction of the 
abolition laws of Great Britain, by the 
clandestine importation of slaves from 
the French colonies into our own, or by 
the employment of British capital in this 
nefarious traffic, the petitioners humbly 
pray the House to take the premises into 
their serious consideration, and to adopt 
such measures thereupon as to the House 
I in its wisdom may seem meet." 

This Petition, together with twenty 
four on the same subject fioin various 
parts of the country, weie ordered to lip 
on the table. 

Motion for an Address rcspecting 
THE Slave Trade, j Mr. WUkr/orce rose. 
He said, that in none of the many occa¬ 
sions during the period of twenty-six 
years, in which be had made diflereiit mo- 
tion.s on the subject ol the Slave Trade, 
had he ever experienced the sensations he 
rfelt that night. After having succeeded 
in witnessing the success of the cause 
which he bad so long advocated, and 
seeing, as he thought, the character of the 
Slave Trade fixed for ever, by law, as a 
crime after the commission of which no 
man durst again shew his face, any moro 
than for any other great offence, be wax 
now again compelled to witness the sanc¬ 
tion of this nation given to this odion$ 
traffic in the late treaty with France, and 
to contemplate the probability of its re¬ 
newal, with all its attendant horrors. Un¬ 
happily, at the moment, when receiving 
the greatest blessings which could fall to a 
nation from on high, the French nation 
had refused to join in the abglition of the 
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Slave Trade, and we bad given np their 
colonies to them without securing that 
object It was not for the purpose of 
calling for any expression of the sense of 
the House on the treaty that he now rose ; 
they had not heard what the advocates of 
that measure had to say fur it; they had 
not the papers before them by which it 
might be explained. Alt that they knew 
was this, that long ago the House Saw 
reason to move an address, imploring his 
Majesty to use his endeavours with foreign 
powers, to induce them to join m the abo¬ 
lition of the Slave Trade. To this Ad¬ 
dress an answer was returned, that such 
endeavours would be used; but now it 
would seem that they had been used on- 
succes'ifuily. In speaking of the ncgocia- 
tion, be wished to confine the efiect of bis 
observations to the clause aflccting the 
cause of which he had been so long the 
unworthy advocate. He wished to 
stiengthen the hands of bis Majesty’s mi¬ 
nisters, and to shew them that the iepling 
throiigliout the country w'as the same now 
that It had long been with respect to the 
abolition of the Afncan Slave Trade. The 
more this country had an opporiimity of 
showing what its fellings were, the more 
it would appear that then* was but one 
universal sentiment throughout the coun- 
ti y on the subject. At the pirseiit inoment, 
after the conclusion of so long a war, and 
when we first began to wiiness peace, 
when the intoxication of our joy was the 
greater by our basing among os our great 
allies whose conduct in so eminent a man¬ 
ner couiribiUcd to the happy termination 
of hostilities ; at a period like this, when 
we could not be supposed to have so much 
time and disposition to attend to the suffer¬ 
ings of others, so far as his observations 
had extended, there prevailed but one feel¬ 
ing of regret and disappointment through¬ 
out the country, and a wish that, if it was 
still practicable at the approaching con¬ 
gress, an effort might be made to !>.ive if 
from the disgrace of this sad artit«le. 
Whatever was consistent with the sum 
and substance of the treaty might be yet 
obtained. As there was a considerable 
portion of Africa where the exertions of 
this country bad been successful to a con¬ 
siderable degree, and where a legitimate 
commerce had been introduced sacred 
from any of the miseries of the Slave 
Trade, he thought that a compact might 
be made by no means inconsistent with 
the article of the treaty, exempting all 
that part of ^frica which was not sufier* 


ing at present any of the calamities al¬ 
luded to, from being again plunged into 
them by the renewal of the trade. 

Another part of the motion he intended 
to submit to the House was, to request his 
royal highness the Prince Regent in any 
other treaty to be concluded between tins 
country and other states, or in any other 
cession of colonies, to secure the abolition 
of the Slave Trade, at least by the sanc¬ 
tion of an article in the treaty that it 
should not be earned on by the power to 
whom the cession is made. It was with 
pleasure that he bad to cummunirate to 
the House that he understood Holland bait 
agreed to an immediate and unconditional 
abolition of the Slave Trade. With re¬ 
gard to Sweden, the conduct of that 
power was not now of such importance as 
It would have been had it letattied the 
great island of Guadaloupe ; but Sweden 
had still some small possessions in the 
West Indies, and the accession of every 
power to the abolition was an object not 
to be neglected. Denmark had already 
abolished the trade: but that which before 
rested on her own declarations wa^novr 
aectired to us by a solemn treaty. 

When he had just before said, that it 
was with a heavy heart and a feeling of 
the deepest concern that he rose for the 
fulfilment of his duty on this occasion, it 
was chiefly t because, before he knew that 
he only had to establish the facts and lay 
down the principles applicable to this 
Trade, and that when he had done so he 
would obtain his final object; but now he 
could not but with pain reflect, that he was 
opposed not by any arguments or facta 
arising out of the Tt ade itself, but by a cir¬ 
cumstance arising out of the nature of our 
constitution,: for when a definitive treaty 
of peace was once sanctioned, there was no 
course left for the country but at quies¬ 
cence. He could not. therefore, but re¬ 
gret, that we had not on this occasion had 
an opportunity, as u'e had had at former 
peiinds, of first considering the articles in 
a preliminary tiealy, reseiving the details 
for consideration and arrangement after¬ 
wards. He regretted that the House had 
not had an opportunity of forming their 
judgment in the first instance on the pre¬ 
liminary articles; because, had such been 
the cate, he should have felt it to be his 
duty, and the country from one end to the 
other would have joined with him, to in¬ 
terfere that this article might not receive 
the sanction of government, and to say 
that no sacrifice would be refused which 
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cottld purcbase «ur freedom from thu dis> 
grace, ao4 thatifaefe was no price wbicb 
we would Aot have been willing to pay. 
Had tbia country bad an opportunity of 
expreaatng their feelings, no effort which 
the goreniment could possibly make would 
bare been found too great if it freed o« 
fcom this stain. But we had now the 
article irrerorably before us; and all that 
we could now do was to try to get the 
article altered in the approaching con¬ 
gress. The wretchedness and misery 
which were proved to belong to this Trade 
were now universally allowed. It was 
truly said by a right bon. friend of his, 
now no more, that the Slave Trade was 
the greatest practical evil which ever 
existed ; but the amount of the evil could 
not be estimated by the number of indi¬ 
viduals carried into perpetual bondage, to 
the hundred thousand persons and upwards 
carried into a slavety for them and their 
posterity for ever; the greatest evil was 
the way in which these individuals were 
obtained, diffused misery tbrougbout the 
great continent fioni which they were 
taken, and which was thus kept in a state 
of irreclaimable barbarism and devasta¬ 
tion. 

He e.vpresaed his regret that information 
upon this subject had not been more ge¬ 
nerally diffused through France, which 
would doubtless have excited a feeling 
among her inhabitants that would have 
made the government of that country 
ashamed of insisting upon the insertion of 
the objectionable article. The great evil 
onginated with ourselves, and was to be 
attributed to the delays which intervened 
betweeu the period when the question was 
first introduced into parliament and the 
final accomplishment of the abolition. 
The real causes for this dilatoriness France 
had never contemplated : in justice to our-, 
selves it must be allowed, that the situa¬ 
tion of Great Britain at that time, and of 
France now, were very ddfurent; we had 
an extensive marine, flourishing manufac¬ 
tures, involving a capital of many millions, 
and avast.commerce, tbeamount of theex- 
p<^ and im|)ort8 of which was nine or ten 
uiliions. ft was at that time urged, that all 
thsMe sources of wealth would be greatly 
inured, but the result bad satisfied (he 
bitterest enemies of abolition, and it was 
now confessed that our intei eats had been 
promoted by that measure. Of this ex- 
par ienceipufCtiased at our own risk, Fi ance 
might have made use; she might have 
K learnt' that to her, with no capital em- 
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barked in the trade or depending upon it, 
it would have produced no detriment, but 
acting upon a different principle it was 
greatly to be feared, that when the should 
have involved herself in this traffic, and em¬ 
barked great sums, and tnighiy interests, 
at the end of five years she would be able 
to use the plea of necessity, of which at 
present she could not avail bersvif. Colo¬ 
nies of great value and oiagnitude were 
now restored to her unconditionally: 
St. Domingo would in itself be an im¬ 
mense vortex of human calamity; the 
cultivation of that island might be carried 
to any extent, and on a miiderate calcu¬ 
lation it might be estimated, that for that 
island only, during the five years slipu- 
iated, the ha|>piiies8 ami the lives of 
.W0,000 human beings wouhl be sacri¬ 
ficed. This siatpinenl made the blood run 
cold, but it by no means was equal to the 
extent of the evil; it might be computed 
that in the whole, uo fewer than between 
two and three millions of our fellow-crea¬ 
tures would be tom from tlieir homes, and 
annihilated for the supply of the colonics 
just ceded to France, and the evils that 
Africa would suffer, could not be remedied 
by the c-xernoiis of benevolence during 
the space of two or three centuries. Was 
tins a prospect that could be beheld with¬ 
out horror? 

It hid not been his intention to express 
any opinion upon the conduct of the ne- 
gociators of this treaty, but in vindication 
of his own principles, he felt it necessary 
to say, that iio considerations, however 
weighty, could have induced him to give 
up any seuleraents to the enemy that were 
to be cultivated in a way so abhorrent to 
humanity. Yet at the same time it was 
but giving due credit to government to 
say, that on ail ocrasion.s, when this sub¬ 
ject had been discussed, they had warmly 
condemned the traffic, or when any assist¬ 
ance was required to execute the law, they 
had been most willing to atlord it. He 
could not avoid apprehending that this 
topic was not introduced at so early a 
period, as its importance merited; it 
ought to have been made a question of <tbe 
eatliest deliberation, w'ben the first' men¬ 
tion was made of the conquests we were to 
cede to France; we ought to have said 
plainly, that we were willing to make 
these great sacrifices gratuitously, only 
nalified by one condition, that the Slave 
'rade should be abolished. At that time, 
however, the matter was unforiunately 
never contemplated, and the uiinost, he 
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feared, vre cAuld hope under the present 
cin iimstiinreo was, that at the end o( fire 
yeais, fiame vtonld join with the othi i 
powiis t>f Europe in the general condcm> 
nation of this Tiade. But England ought 
evfii now to lift op hei voice, it possible, 
topeisuade Fiame to resign the contract, 
and to procure the assistance of foreign 
nations, in ftidervouiing to produce this 
resign iiion. Irance ouglit to he told, and 
to be shewn, that lur own interest required 
that the Trade should be abandoned, Ihat 
even the si ihilitv of the union at piesent 
existing, m gill he afliited by bn <om- 
pliinreor lelinal. If she ronid not he 
pri vailed upiui to r onsenl *0 ininndia'e 
abolition, oi to slioifen tfie p tiod at the 
end of which she would abolish it, she 
miglit suiilv be iiidiued to piivent 'he 
niiMiien formnlv iMstinsr bom bung iil- 
tiodmrd with double horror into those 
pails ot Atiir a, w In te some of tiu aits and 
conifoils of (isibaation hid b*en intro¬ 
duced, and h j>iiimate lomiiu r« r tnd bi en 
establish! )l Ii wmild tiidi c d, be a itiost 
melaiK li >ly nfl (tion to iho-r who haic 
b( > n In iiev^df mlv hij;»l,!iI m pioiluimg 
h ipp’iiLhs, the result ol kiiowfi d_»e, and 
in giring the intives a taste fot domestic 
conifoii ind rianquillitt, to find tiiartiie^ 
htd nui been iisefuilv eiigigcd, hut inise- 
ranlv in ipplvm? •!) ii time in a^gia 
vaiing lilt 1 <1 imiiies tlx iiiihappy natives 
would e nduie vs lien ii,! I lade was revived, 
and intern >1 eonunution and bloodbhed 
agim Visited ilum. 

At the time the tieatv aiiiveei in I,on- 
don, tee grul with w Iik Ii he reid the ai- 
licle in ej icstion, w is uita iy augme'ii'ed 
by tbu iieeipi of a It tie i iinin bieria 
Leone, announe mg the f u t, i,nilcr any 
othi I ene umsiaiicts most gra'ifjing, that 
the last si ive Cm t ii v, ahmil 100 nnles in 
the mtiruii, had been ahulished. This 
was the coniplei 1011 ol an impoitant unde>r- 
takmg, by which a distuci of about 8 oi 
BOO miles ot coast had been freed from the 
de)>ieti itioiis 1 1 hum in hunters. 

All these! fl.nts were now defeated, and 
niiseiy would be reinstated on her thione, 
buirounded by all her nimistering lalami- 
lies. Now the natives would experience 
the huriihle reveisc—.fitlieis would be 
toriifiom then wives and fiiinlies, and the 
dear domestic ties, winch ciMliaation had 
woven, would be broken and destioyed. 

One great object ol the Address he 
should piopose, would be to secure the 
enjovniciu of the promised benefit at the 
cxpiiauou of the term Umitud by Frauce* 

(VOL.XXVm.) 


He was not one of those who thought the 
iccognition of the injustice of the traffic 
by hranee a maftei* of slight loiportanee ; 
but It would be well to procure fiom her, 
or to induce her fo take ft ora herself, se- 
e unties against ifbiuaii weakness, to guard 
her against being seduced into a contidu* 
ante of the Trade, lie wished it to bo 
made a public law of Europe, to which all 
the powers should give then sanction, and 
obedience to which all would guuratitee, 
that at the end of five years no tiaffic in 
human him ,,s should be allowed. Oiigi*' 
mlK, ht haf m the Address prayed that 
anofliiue against this genei at law should 
he dee liud piiAcy, but he had altered it, 
when he reflected that Great Britain was 
l( r hv e VI Hs t onmving at a crime w hich 
i’* tived so vile a name. In the mean 
time, until the five yi*ars were thpoed, his 
he'.t hopes, (though they weie iietiher 
e onifoi table nor <>anguine) rested upon the 
diflti'.uin, cspeciilly in France, of the 
kiionleflL'e we Ind act|uired All the 
other powers of I'urope were favourable 
to abolition and they would, he hoped, 
join in endeavouring to aecomphsh a pur- 
fxise so metitorious. The grief he felt at 
thisaiticle was the more poigmnt, when 
he ree Urred to the period at wliiih it was 
nitre (luce il. at that time all Euiope, with 
one VO te, wis rt turning thanks to God for 
Its eleliveranee liom sUveiy ; France had 
just lisen from the weight of- an iron des¬ 
potism, and yet, with the concurrence of 
this eountiv,'hei first act was to direct ibis 
tide of niiseiy to a quarter ot the globe 
whtit It would introduce calamities, enm- 
paieel with which the horrors of Eurojiean 
wars wf le but as the Iraneju 1 blessings of 
(outimiil piwt' It w IS a li.Mte winch 
poiBoiit J n’l the chanties eif priv,ite li*c, 
which, even m the midst of our own hos¬ 
tilities, we re rcspectre); a gloiious cxim- 
ple of w'hieh was di'*|iliveel by the hero 
whose piaise this niyht the lloii' had ee- 
lebnied, who had imi>ed ttu inwrnge ol a 
soldi! r to the b(iiev!ilence ol a < hiutian. 

He admitted that thi e »•<! was not now 
so desperate as if we h ul elef* rimned our- 
sflveii to ren'-w iln Irade. God forbid it 
hhooiel t ver conio to that! But the ofienoe 
could not be considered as light, when wo 
gave to Itrnce the colonies we bad cem- 
nuired she might people ihein with 
the v.euheil exiles from Africa. As'Si 
matter ot pohej, so.ne individmls, con¬ 
nected With the \\e‘«t India trade, might 
think that they should be seriously in- 
juied by the munopoly tliet Franee would 
(T) 
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acquire. They had consented formerly, 
for the general benefit, to submit their 
opinions and to aboli.>h llie Slave Trade: 
,but they did it under an implied contract 
that supposed benefits, of which they were 
deprived, should not be enjoyed by others. 
The grand olijict in view was to mitigate 
evils that could not, in all probability, now 
be prevented; but he was not without a 
faint hope that Fiance, when .she found 
that it was her interest, would consent to 
an immediate abolition. If not, the period 
during which IheTrade was allowed, might 
be shortened, or at least France might be 
induced to join a compact, that would be 
acceded to by the rest of Europe, to de¬ 
clare It a high crime to be engaged in this 
traffic : the voice of humanity, justice, and 
religion called for such a determination. 
When the heads of ail those now living 
were laid low, and the facts that now e.’c- 
Cited such powerful fieling®, were relati d 
by the pen of the cold, impartial historian ; 
when it was seen that an opportunity like 
the piesenl had been lost, that the iiist act 
of the restored king of Franco was the 
restoration of a trade in slaveiy and blood, 
what would be the estimate formed of the 
exertions this country had employed, or 
of the eflect they had produced upon a 
nation under such weighty obligations ? 
Surely, no very high opinion could be 
indulged either of Briti«h influence or of 
French gratitude. Mr. Wilberforce could 
not avoid hiHulging a hope, that those 
principles of justice and humanity which 
actuated all the rest of Europe, would 
bave some influence upon France, and that 
•be would sec the policy of adhering to 
those principles wdiich bouud the civilised 
world in one harmonious compact, and 
which were the main support and security 
of independent stales. The hon. gentle- 
qaan concluded by moving, * 

That an humble Addiess be presented 
lo bis royal highness the Prince Regent, 
representing to his Royal Highness, That, 
while we learn with great satisfaction the 
successful exertions of his Royal Highnuss 
in obtaining the consent of the govern- 
ineni of Sweden, and still more that of 
iioliand, to an immediate and unqualified 
abolition oi the biavc Trade, we are bouml 
an duty to exprcbs the deep regret of this 
House, that the late unanimous Addiess 
of this House, praying hie; Royal Highness 
to interpose his good offiies to obtain a 
convention of the powt rs of Europe for 
the immedttote and universal abolition of 
the African Slate Trade, to which Address 


Mr. WShaforct'i Mptim/or 

bis Royal Highness was pleased to return 
so gracious an answer, has failed to pro¬ 
duce those consequences which this House 
and the country bad most anxiously and 
with confidence anticipated: 

“ That the objects to the attainment of 
which that Address was directed, do, in 
the opinion of this House, so deeply affect 
the best interests of Europe, and the hap¬ 
piness and civilization of Africa, as to 
reixlei it our imperious duty again to press 
them on the attenlion of his Royal High¬ 
ness ; 

** That although the government of 
France, whether from the effect of partial 
and colonial inteiesis, or from not being 
sufficiently aware n^thr enormities attend¬ 
ant on the Slave Trade, have not agreed 
to a stipulation for the immediate abolition 
of It, yet that the consent of that govern¬ 
ment to abolish the Trade in five voars, and 
to unite itReifoils with those of his Bti- 
tannic ]\I.i;eRty, at the approaching Con- 
gicss, to induce all the powers of Chris¬ 
tendom to deciec its abolition, so that it 
•.hall cease universally at that time, toge¬ 
ther witli the disposition the Fieiich 
goveriimeiu i.« supposed to have manifested, 
to subject thiir own Slave Trade to somu 
resttietinns during tlie intervening period; 
above ail, that goveinmeiu’s distinct and 
unotjuivocal recognition of the radical in¬ 
justice of the traffic in Slaves, induqp tho 
llouse to (ntertain a cnnfulent hope, that 
faiiher stipulations, with a view to the 
abolition nr liniitatioti of the Slave Trade, 
may be obiaiiud at the approaching Con- 
gi ess: 

" That, independent of the unspeakable 
evils to Africa which must aiise fiom the 
(termiftsion of this nefarious traffic on the 
most extended scabs for a further terra of 
five years, and of the increased induce¬ 
ments for carrying it on which will then 
exi!>t, it is obvious that new and formidable 
obstacles to the execution of our own laws 
against the Slave Trade must be created, 
that occasions of differences with those 
powers will be multiplied, that the evHa 
and miseries produced in Africa, from the 
multitudes of human beings obtained by 
fraud or by violence being forcibly 
dragged into perpetual slavery in a foreign 
land, must be most lamentable and ex¬ 
tensive ; but they will be particularly 
afflicting in those paits with which hit 
Majesty’s dominions have of late had the 
greatest intercouse, because the restora¬ 
tion of the French settlements and their 
dependencies, with the right of an unre* 
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strained Slave Trade, must subject those 
upulous and extensive districts where, 
y the laudable exertions of Great Britain, 
peaceful industry and social happiness 
have been in some measure produced, to a 
renewal of the miseries inseparable from 
this odious traihe: the colony of Sierra 
Leone, also, whence European knowledge, 
the blessings of order, and the arts of 
peace, have begun to ditfuse themselves 
through the neighbouring couniiy, will be 
deprived of its beneficial influence, and 
'even be exposed to imminent danger of 
ruin. 

" That, with a direct view to the con¬ 
siderations and points above-stated, this 
House humbly, but tnort earnestly, im¬ 
plores his Royal Highness to endeavour to 
obtain, if possible, from the governtnetii 
of France some dirainuiiun of the term 
permitted to the Slavo Trade, but, in any 
case, its restriction at least within certain 
limits, and its lota! exclusion fioin the 
parts of Africa where the exeitions of 
Great Britain have already succeeded in 
suppressing ilie trade, that the inhabirants 
of those regions may be left in the enjoy¬ 
ment of that exempiion tiom its ravages, 
which they have so recently and so hap¬ 
pily obtaiiud. 

" That this House feeU most deeply 
anxious that no exertion should be omitted 
in the approaching Congress, to procuie a 
final and universal extinction oi the Slave 
Trade, because it conceives that no oppor¬ 
tunity can cvei again be expected to occur 
so favourable, fur effacing from the cha¬ 
racter of Europe its most opprobrious stain, 
or for delivering the utioffi-riding, but much 
injured, inliubitants of Africa from the 
heaviest ol all possible calamities, from 
intestine war, excited loo oitea by the 
basest avarice, and the fiercest passions 
raging without intermission, and produc¬ 
tive only of unmixed evil, and of invin¬ 
cible and interminable barbausin.aiid from 
practices vihidt, having lleeii exposed to 
the public e^e, have induced the legin- 
laiure to class Slave Tradeis among the 
vilest of criminals. 

That, to produce a universal con¬ 
demnation of this murderous system, dis¬ 
played as its horrors now are to the view 
of mankind, it appears to be only neces¬ 
sary to appeal to tiiose feelings which 
must exist in every mind capable of re¬ 
flection, and not steeled against the claims 
of humanity and justice: that as tins 
system insults and outrages those sacred 
and fundamental principles which are 


common to .every sect and denominattoii 
of Chiistians, it cannot be doubted that 
every Cbristiftn state is required to take 
part in its condeiuiiaiion j those who have 
participated in its guilt being bound to 
abandon and to reprobate it } while none 
who enjoy the privilege of innocence are 
thereby either deprived of the right, or 
exempted from the obligation, of joining 
in the sentence. 

*• That this House, therefore, again ex¬ 
pressing its profound regret that more has 
not been accuiuplinhed in this great work, 
and convinced that, by thu endeavouis of 
his Royal Highness, exerted with lenewed 
energy, much may,still be effected in the 
appointed Cungres<!. humbly, but most 
urgently, entieats Ins Royal Highne&fi, that 
the most strenuous exertions be there made, 
on thu part of this couiiiry, to obtain, as 
far as may be pos-sible, the objects which 
have been specifled, and that all pioper 
means may be used for urging on the 
asNembied powersllieduly, the expediency, 
and tile la'<ting glory of promulgating to 
all the w'urld, as the judgement of the 
states of Euiope, a general and soieuiR 
engagement, under the most binding and 
tdfectual sanclions, that this traffic, the 
foul and fonuidable enemy of the happi¬ 
ness and civilisation of Afiica, will ui a 
definite and fixed peiiud, certainly not 
inoic distant than five ycats, be abolished 
utterly and for ever.” 

Lord t'mthreugk said, he concurred cor¬ 
dially and waiiuly in all the sentiments 
expressed by his hun. friend, with respect 
to the Slave Trade itself, and the propriety 
of such an Address as that now proposed, 
lie had no hesitation in saying, that he 
regretted as deeply as any man could, 
ih.u the views of Fr.iiice required such au 
airaiigemeiit iui that which bad been 
made: he should, however, have been 
belter pleased, if' this diacussum had been 
leserved, until the time fur taking the 
Tieaty inio consideration; and then, he 
trusted, he should have been able to shew 
that the government had pcifcnued its 
duty, even to the interests of this question. 
The hon, gentleman thought the discus¬ 
sion upon the subject would have been 
mute piuiitatiie, il preliminaries had been 
first agreed upon, and then Subtn tied to 
the House for consideration. The pie- 
liiuinaries, however, though they only 
went into all the great and leading interests 
of the parlies, were as binding as the De¬ 
finitive Treaty—so that, in either case^ the 
House would be bound in the same way. 
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Xh« qiiettion now wm, whether, as the 
Treaty Iitoiod, any adrantage had been 
gamed ? Theohly thing whuh the Address 
of |lmt House to bin Royal Highness re- 
qiptredf was, that he would e\pit his uiflu' 
ftuce for the .iholiiion (d the Trade , but 
torely It did not mean to impo<<e unon 
goveinment iht. atcomplibhuieQi >1 what 
did not depend upon them. Nothing 
done on the pait of liancu, cithir on 
formtr occasions or on the ptesetit, could 
lead this counti \ to suppose ib it siu would 
comply with the wishes of oui govt tiiment 
in this iLspect, or tint we «hould make 
the abolition ot the Slavi li ule a sine <jua 
non in the nvgociation tor a pence. \V li it 
be was about to s ly upbii tin subji ct non 
did not conic fiuin Inni is an individual. 
If biaiirc (oiitd not be pii ualtd to act m 
the III mnei desired, she could not be tom- 
pelU d to It, no, w <s it to be c\|)< cted tii it 
ahe should tie taught inuidliiy at the point 
of the hnyonet. lor the rondiict puisued 
towaids lui 111 the lile Treaty upon tins 
8ub|ect, till re wi it pnctdt nts to bi found 
inforniti guitrnmcnt* In tin to cona¬ 
tions earned on in the time of Mi lo\, 
wbofrom bis zealous suppot I of tin mcas ni, 
might be suppusid im liiud, if ,inv w is lo 
make It a sine i/uii mn of prgonatioi), hi 
fchewtd a disposition at hist to rtquiic 
that if Fiame received biiUiur culonitl 
posses lions, the S we Ttade sfi uid not be 
ccrried on by fur The aiiswci of M 
TaiUyiaiid, so early as ilu 'Itli oi luly, 
wai), that ihi eniptror wm'd disiu^s that 
subject when the mo e iiiipnlaiii | oiiits 
WeitseiiUd On the 2ttli nt fuly follow- 
inp, the crminui uaiioii made to Mi. inx, 
by geilcia) Clciiki , w i , that tin tnipcioi 
would cunsidii the suhjtn of tlu iholitioii 
whtn the Tieaty was sigiud Noiwiih 
standing such cuininunicattous, the lugo- 
ciajoti went on. lliis did not chtw any 
want of ^eal in the cause on the pait of 
Mr. I ox. and as liitlt was it made a suh 
jict of iipiotch to him. In thclreaty' 
With the Couit of the Bi izils, made by the 
right hon geiitiimiiU (Vlr (Jinnine), be 
low h tn, It was only btipulated tiiat the 
ab'lit oil di uihi be pifispectivi, and as 
little was ilut midi i subjiit of itproach, 
even by tin hi n nmvei of the piescnt 
Address himsiif Pms which was a mere 
question of rioiilii\ was iietermadr the 
ciiltr'pn whtihei tlu\ should or should 
not keep up the n laUons of irony wi h 
fort ,-i powef'. T'u givemiiiPiu, .m m 
(iht, pit eiit instanci, might hast endta- 
jil^atPd to iiiUueiice foici^n puwera tor the 


Afr. Wiiber/orct^t Motion far [280 

removal of this traffic^ but they never bad 
shewed a disposition to make it a cause of 
war. 

He was glad to perceive that bis hou. 
friend waa not disposed to luidei value the 
stipulation in fas out of the c»use. If the 
government of France had been told that 
her colonies would not be it turned but on 
the condition of not carrying on tins iiade, 
he was ccitam she would not hive ac' 
(tplcd them. This was tiu spnitiii which 
that gteat nation Uetcronned to ict, and 
this was the language held out by her to 
Ml lux. Ills hon tiiendhadno reason 
to indulge m thit gloom\ stale of niiiid, 
particuliily as the piinciple was adopted 
by the Jicnch goviuiment. It was not, 
he contended, consistent with the progiess 
ot the human mind to adopt valuable 
truths at once. It took a lonsideiable 
length of lime befoit the abolition of the 
TI vde was adoptc d, t v« n in this < uuiitry of 
liberality , and ntbci countises could not 
be blamed lot not adopting it immedi- 
atily, p.\rticiilaily when it was piopo-.ed 
to tin ni 111 the shape oi a dicium. liow- 
evci tii^li the bun geiilIt ni iriSiiiiiid might 
bi upon Itie subject, uid tiowcvei disposed 
lie tnd the nation itij'IiI be to make sa- 
ciificcs lor It, he could assure him that 
such w IS not the impression in lianie, 
and th >l evi n among ibe be tier cl issc > of 
people tiicie th( governmt nt he le did not 
get full cicdit foi tne II motiscs of acting 
on tills cjiuslion. The mouses were not 
tbeie thought to irtix fium benevobnee, 
but from a wish to impose te tieis on French 
colonies, and injure their commerce; and 
if It was nude a ijucstiun of power, he 
was com mi cd that intciist would be sop> 
posed to h ve a shaie in it If this cuun- 
liy letiiiod the colunits, unless upon the 
coiubtion I i ubolitioi), it ssould be said we 
idained them (or coiiinicicial views, and 
that It Was only a pretence for keeping up 
tiu wir, aud iitaining possession of those 
settle menu. Would it htve been light, 
by iiisislmg upon the abolition as a nne 
(jua non, to dissolve a union winch had 
N ved the world ’ He bad no hesitation m 
saying that they gamed what they did 
upon the subjict by not mixing it with 
the question of colonial cession. If the 
con esfioudeuce with the diili leiit powers, 
rdatue to this part of the Ireaty, wire 
produced, be had no doubt but it would 
piovc thit the goveinmeul had performed 
thiir clmv , but at present he should feel 
It bis duty to legist the cuiresjioudence. 
What had been done was undervalued j 
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whst renaioed oodone vraik rated too 
highly. Sweden had shewed ,every dis¬ 
position to concur in the abolitionj and so 
did Denmark. 

tlis luuistiip then proceeded to observe, 
that, ill the present state of things, France 
wai, perhaps, that very country, in which 
his hon. friend would be least •justified in 
expecting a sudden change of system, with 
reference to the Slave Trade; for it was 
most notorious, that the dreadful tyranny 
by which France had been so long op- 
'piessed, and which was now happily ter¬ 
minated, had precluded rbe people from 
that knowledge and information, with re¬ 
ference to political events, which existed 
in almost ctery othei slote. In the inter¬ 
nal parts of France the inhabitants were 
absolutely ignorant lh.it the .slave Trade 
was abolished in the Ihitish colonies. 
There was no part of Europe, be believed, 
in which such prolouiid ignorance pre¬ 
vailed as in I'Vaiicc. His hon. friend 
seemed to regret that the colonies hul 
been reslo<ed without a specific stipulation 
tor the abuiidontiieiu of tbis Tiade. Now 
he (lord Cdstlere.igb) knew the impossibi- 
Jil\ of procuring such 'tipuUlioii. He 
was lold by the Fit neb niinisters them¬ 
selves, tliat, it ttK'V took back the colo¬ 
nies, wi'hoiii the right beiiig allowed to 
rairv on tlie trade in slaves, the leeling of 
llu- Fieoi b people wouhl be, that peace 
had been m ide for the puipose ot having 
their colonies rcstorid, but til it they had 
rccovpied them in a way exiremely dis¬ 
graceful to the iia'ion. Hu conceived 
that they were not now plai ed in a situa¬ 
tion to do mote good on the subject, than 
if a furnial stipulation, of the iitiure al 
luded to by bis bon. friend, bad been eri- 
teied into. He was convinced, that the 
Trade would iiitimately be abandoned by 
France ; and if it were at all carried on, it 
would be on the piinciple, that, after a 
certain period, it would be abolished. 
Surely, his hon. friend would permit him 
to suggest, that it a stipulation to put an 
end to the Trade, at the expiration of five 
years, were not available, as little available 
would be a contract to abolish it imme¬ 
diately ! 

Fie could assure the House, that every 
eniJpiivour was made, as long as a pros¬ 
pect of success remained, to have this 
traffic destroyed. When it was found that 
could not lie completely effected, an effort 
was made to rest! ict its existence to three, 
instead of five years ; when that failed, it 
was attempted to procure astipulation to 


prevent the Trade being introduced en that 
part of the African continent to which hie 
hon. friend bad alluded. But this could 
not be effected. What, then, was done > 
The present Article was agreed to—the 
French ministers declaring, that, being 
masters of the question themselves, the 
French government would, as s voluntary 
act of then own, put down the Trade at the 
end of fivewyears—and were determined to 
assist Great Britain m procuring the prin¬ 
ciple to be recognised as the general law 
of Europe. They did, however, stand on 
tbis principle, which could not be mis¬ 
taken, that they would be masters of the 
question themselves—at liberty to act on 
the decision of their own ju<lgmeut>-.and 
determined not to obey the dictation of 
any other power. It was on this general 
ground of reasoning, that the French 
niinisters shewed the strongest objection 
against any proposition which would seem 
to deprive them of a peifect jurisdiction 
over the question—such a deprivation, 
they conceived, would lower them in the 
esiimation of the people, and weaken their 
hands on other points, of very great im¬ 
portant e. But, when they made this de¬ 
claration, they gave him (lord Ca>tlereagh) 
official assurance, that they were ready to 
adopt the jiriiiciple of abolition as soon as 
pos-b.le. He was ready to admit, that Guar 
daloupe and Martinique being permitted to 
be points ot de|)Ot,did,to a certain degree, 
incrcr.se the probabiiiiy of an illicit trade 
being ran led on from those islands with 
our colonies. But if France bad even con- 
denied to abolish the Trade, the number oC 
depot.s which would have otberw'ise existed, 
was sufficiently nnmeruus for the illegal 
intioJuction tf slaves into the islands be¬ 
longing to Great Biitaiti. From the Ila- 
vannah and Porto Rico, the pos'.essiong <of 
Spain, slaves might very easily find their 
way into onr colonies. 

He hop^d that gentlemen would not 
encour.ige a disposition to under rateevery 
thing tliat had been done, and to magnify 
the importance of that whu ii could not ^ 
effected. He thought the influence and 
example of Fiance were invaluable, as 
they operated with respect to this ejues- 
iion. France was not the only power 
whose colonial importance made the Slave 
Trade a quesiion of interest. Spain and 
Portugal were also'ccnpected with it; and 
he thought his bon. friend was wrong in 
dashing from his lip the cup of enjoyment, 
by indulging tbp supposition, that if a 
final regulation been made with France 
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to abandon the trai&c, it must necessarily 
have been abolished. Even if such a re¬ 
gulation had been agreed to, great and 
substantial difficulties would still have re¬ 
mained. Russia, Prussia, and Austria, 
Were ready to assist in efiecting this most 
desirable object, and be believed France 
was most sincere in her wish to abolish 
the Trade. Much surely had been gained ; 
and it was a great matter, when gentlemen 
recollected, that the negociation ended in 
mutual respect and confidence, instead of 
terminating in anger and dissatisfaction. 
Now, if France bad taken back her colo¬ 
nies on a principle which she felt disho¬ 
nourable to her character as a nation, it 
must have led to eternal disputes; and 
bis hon. friend must be perfectly acquaint¬ 
ed with the advantage to be derived from 
entering into explanations with a friendly 
rather than an adverse power. Instead of 
shutting their eyes to the difficulties which 
opposed themselves to the abolition of this 

S stem, they ought boldly to examine 
em ; and be felt that he should be de¬ 
ceiving the House, if he said, that they 
were to expect to find either in Spain or 
in Portugal (he existence of that feeling 
on the subject of the Slave Trade, which 
be stated France to possess. With respect 
to the two former powers, their colonial 
interests were so deeply concerned in the 
Trade, that the mother country was not 
fairly able to master the question. This 
arose irom (he extent of foreign posses¬ 
sions, and from the long continuance of 
the system. If, therefore, the question 
were settled with regard to France, the 
great difficulties would remain with re¬ 
spect to the courts of Spain and Poilugal. 
Now, though he did not despair of suc¬ 
ceeding even with them—yet surely it 
would not be asserted that the difficulties 
whieb they had to overcome were tiifiing. 
If the Treaty with France had been as per¬ 
fect as his hoo. fiiend could have wished, 
with respect to the Slave Trade, still, even 
in that state of things, much would have 
been left to do, with refeciince to the 
powers which he had mentioned. 

From all these considerations, bis lord¬ 
ship hoped the House would be disposed 
to believe that his Majesty's government 
would not lay themselves open to a re¬ 
proach from parliament, for having neg¬ 
lected to procure the full recognition of a 
principle, which would be so highly gra¬ 
tifying to the country. They had done 
all they possibly could on the subject, and 
if be bad thought that he could have 
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poshed the principle farther than be had 
done, with success, in the then state of the 
public mind in France, he certainly would 
have used his utmost exertions tor that 
purpose. But^ as be felt that it would 
tend to dissolve that confederacy, to which 
Eilrope owed its liberties, if they stuck 
out for that which others powers would 
nof support this country in accomplishing, 
he was satisfied that they had acted most 
discretely in the cause which they were 
appointed to manage, by proceeding as 
they had done—they had procured a de¬ 
claration from France that she would, at 
the expiration of five years, put an end to 
this Trade—and, he believed, the interests 
of humanity could not be placed in better 
hands than those of the monarch of that 
country, whose benevolent mind would 
take every possible opportunity to for¬ 
ward the cause fur the success of which 
his hon. friend felt such a laudabable 
anxiety. 

<Jn the grounds he had already stated, 
he had no hesitation in agreeing to the 
Address. He conceived that it would 
assist the cause of abolition, by shewing 
to the woild the continued deieiminatioti 
of the govi rnmunt and parliament of this 
country never to abandon a measure to 
winch they were solemnly pledged, and 
which they would support by every 
means, consistent with the peace and good 
order of the world. He trusted the House 
would give his Majesty's goveriinietit credit 
for the excitions they had made, and 
which they intended to make. Aiixiou<i 
as they were for the adoption of the prin¬ 
ciple contended for hy bis hon. fiiend, 
they did not think it right to force it upon 
other nations, at the expence of their 
honour, and of the tranquillity of the 
world. Morals were never well taught 
rby the sword ; their disseniinatioo might 
sometimes be made a pretext for ambition, 
but the real object could not bo long con¬ 
cealed ; and it was to the light of expe¬ 
rience, to the promulgation of wisdom, 
and not to the exercise of violence, or the 
influence of war, that they could look 
with any prospect of success, for the abo¬ 
lition of the Slave Trade. 

Mr. Pomoniy said, that he could not ad¬ 
mit the proposition which the noble lord 
seemed anxious to press upon the atten¬ 
tion of the House, that the abolition of the 
Slave Trade would involve a question of 
war or peace with France; and as to the 
allDsions of the noble lord to the conduct 
of Fox with respect to the Slave 
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Trade, he thought it would be rather dif¬ 
ficult to shew that Mr. Fox could assume 
the tone and language towards France, 
which the present administration was en¬ 
titled to use, because at the time Mr. Fox 
treated with the French government, Eng¬ 
land herself had not abolished the Slave 
Trade. It would hare been singular, in¬ 
deed, if we had demanded of another na¬ 
tion to abolish that traffic, while we con¬ 
tinued it yurselves. He understood from 
the noble lord, that Russia, Austria and 
’ Prussia were not disposed to continue the 
war with a view to promote the abolition 
of the Slave Trade, although anxious for 
the attainment of that measure, and it was 
observed by the noble lord, that we had 
not the power of interposing, with effect, 
to influence (he decision oi the French 
government upon this subject. But what 
was the situation of France, at the period 
of the noble lord’s ncgociation with the 
French government ? Its capital was in the 
|) 08 >iession of the allied army, ami the 
French force was dispersed. Was the 
nohie lord, then, entitletl to assume, that 
the important nbj<*ct, to which the Address 
refeiied, was unattainable under such cir¬ 
cumstances witliuiit persevering in the 
war, especially if the French government 
were, as the noble lord staled, fiiendly to 
the abolition ? Surely, if in such a situa¬ 
tion it was iotiiid impu'-sible (o obtain the 
acquiescence of France in the abolition of 
the Slave Trade, the difficulties which the 
noble lord alluded to, with respect to the 
disposition of Spain and Portugal upon 
this subject, must be absolutely insupera¬ 
ble, anti the more so in consequence of the 
example afforded by the Article under coii- 
aideration. What, then, was the prospect 
which the friends of humanity had to con¬ 
template? 'lire French government was, 
as the noble lord slated, sincerely dis¬ 
posed towards the abolition of this odious 
traffic; and as a proof of its sincerity, 
the noble lortl dwelt upon its agreement 
to put an end to it in five years. But 
what assurance bad the House that France 
would abolish the Trade within that pe¬ 
riod ? If the French nation were so un¬ 
willing, as the noble lord stated, to give 
np the Slave Trade at present, how could 
the House calculate that that nation would 
be ready to abandon it, after it bad em¬ 
barked capital and derived a profit 
from the pursuit of it ? But what evils 
must result from the prosecution of such 
Bn undertaking! It must produce incal¬ 
culable ravages in Africa, a great part of 


the population of which must be swept 
away, to gratify a base thirst of gain. In 
his judgment, the Article under considera¬ 
tion might be said to tend rather to the 
establishment than to the abolition of the 
Slave Trade. But the noble lord had said, 
that no other terras could be obtained from 
the French government. For this, how¬ 
ever, the House had no other evidence 
than the assertion of the noble lord who 
had conducted the iicgociaiion; and al¬ 
though he was as willing as any man to 
treat the word of the noble lord with all 
due deference, he could not think asser¬ 
tion conclusive in this instance; for that 
assertion might rest solely upon his own 
inference, a judgment which might be 
completely erroneous. For himself he 
had no hesitation in declaring,that he felt 
it impossible to believe, that with all tha 
French colonics in our possession, and 
under all the circumstances he had al¬ 
ready stated, the French government 
would not have assented to the abolition 
of the Slave Trade, if language sufficient¬ 
ly firm had been held to it upon that sub¬ 
ject. The noble lord had said, that the 
French people were not truly appriitedi 
that the Slave Trade bad yet been abo¬ 
lished in this country. But was it possibta 
that the French merchants, that any par¬ 
ties interested, could be ignorant of the 
important circumstance ? If so, was the 
removal of that ignorance likely to be ac¬ 
companied by a removal of the disposition 
of the French merchants to prosecute this 
detestable traffic i As to the noble lord’i 
assertion respecting the disposition of tha 
Swedish government to abolish the Slave 
Trade, he could not consider the surrender 
of Guadaloupe as any very strong symp¬ 
tom of the sincerity of such a disposition; 
and this remark applied to the party who 
proposed, as well as to the party who 
acceded to the surrender. Recurring to 
the noble lords’s question, whether wa 
should go to war to enforce the abolition 
of the Slave Trade by France, he begged 
to observe, that the rase was very different 
whether we* should commence war for 
such an object, from that of insisting at 
the termination of a war, that a nation, 
circumstanced as France was, should agree 
to it; and he would ask, whether the no¬ 
ble lord could really think that, at the end 
of five years, it would be less difficult to 
protsure the acquiescence of France in the 
abolition of the Slave Trade than it was 
at present, or than it was at the negocia- 
tion of the Treaty under discussion ? He 
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whold ftho wiiether, if France sbojtild 
tefuse U>«{Cqaieace dt the end of five yettrtt. 
It wae iMended lo go to war in order lo 
eDf<t»t<De her obaervance of the Treaty, and 
if adi wtetfier war was then likely to be 
«b effective or less inconvenient than the 
|>TOBecution of the war for such an ini> 
pbnant object, under existing or recent 
circumstances ? But while, he put this 
■question, he would protect against the 
lupposition that our government was re¬ 
duced to the necessity of conceding to 
the win of the French government, or pro¬ 
secuting fh« war, for hig conclusion was 
quite the reverse. He firmly believed wc 
lliigllt havo retained the colonies, and be 
waa' convinced that ministers ought to 
’tiave'insisted upon their‘reieniion, rather 
than hafre surrendered them upon such 
terms as made this country a party in 
the guilt of continuing the Slave Trade. 
What mischiefs were"likely to result from 
%his continuance, he thought it impossible 
to contemplate without horror. From our 
• own experience, from the evidence laid 
Ibefore parliament respecting this abomina- 
blt^'Trade, there was, indeed, but too much 
reason to apprehend that its continuance 
for five years by France would serve to 
inflict wounds upon Alrica, from which 
fhat unhappy country could not recover 
for 200 years. It had been staled that, 
from the nature of our constitution, parlia¬ 
ment could not refuse its assent to any 
definitive treaty. On'this he would agree 
as a general, but by no' means as an uni¬ 
versal proposition. For who could con¬ 
tract that this nation should stand pledged 
to the perpetration of crime—that it should 
participate for five yea'^g in lin¬ 
ing that which was wicked, and contraiy 
to all the fundamental principles of mo¬ 
rality ? With respect to the Address, al- 
though he thought it could produce very* 
little’; if any advantage, yet fully believ¬ 
ing itthtr fruit of good intention, it should 
have his concurrence. 

Lord Elrriagtm agreed ,to the motion, 
and expressed himself mut^ dismisfied' 
with the stipulation to which^tbis country 
had been made a party. 

Mr. MucketAie looked upon the Treaty as. 
itrtended tp continue, and not to abolish, 
th^Trade; tor it was entered into with a 
oafintf. that, for many years, was deprived 
of its colonies, and therefore, cOotd fiave 
no capital embarked in the traific. 

t rance wa» uttwilling to give up the Trade 
t the present., moment, how would she 
feet fire yews hence, when hbr commerce 
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was renovated and her mercantile neat¬ 
ness restored ? It was an exiraortlinary 
way, he thought, to destroy this nefarious 
Trade, by telling Fr'ance lo engage in it 
for five years—a period, in which be had 
no doubt, whole ages of crime would be 
Compressed. He hoped, at all events, that 
at the expiration of the five years, an end 
would be put to this abominable system, 
and that France would not be allowed to 
have more than her '* pound ofeflesh.'* 

Mr. Barham said, he would rather give_ 
the Article back to France, and let no sti¬ 
pulation be entered into on the subject, 
than make this country, as she had been 
made, a party to this execrable traffic. 
The contract, he contemled, was not legi¬ 
timate: it was not a case whore a posses¬ 
sion was to be ceded, or where a pecuniary 
grant was to be made; it was an article 
entered into, to authorise the commission 
of a crime, li had often been denomi¬ 
nated a crime in that House, and it might 
have occurred to those who put their hands 
to the Treaty, that they were binding the 
sovereign and the country to the commis¬ 
sion of a gloss injustice. This stipulation 
rendered crio.esmore immediate and more 
extensive; because, but for this Article, it 
was highly probable that the Trade would 
have remained dormant for some time; 
but it acted as a proclamation lo all whom 
it might concern, that i)ow was their time, 
or never. After a variety of strong and 
pertinent observations, on the barbarity 
of the trade in human biood, the hon. gen¬ 
tleman sumhied up his objections lo the 
stipulation, under three heads: 1st, Be¬ 
cause it made this country a partaker in 
crime: 2dly, Because it rendered the Slave 
Trade immediatl:, which it would not 
otherwise have been : and, Sdly, Because it 
would make those engaged in it infinitely 
more active, than, under other circum¬ 
stances, they would have found necessary, 
and afibrded a strong probability that the 
Trade would never be abolished.* Me then 
moved, as an Amendment to that part of 
the original motion in which the Prince 
Regent is humbly implored to obtain from 
the government of Fiance, *' some diminu¬ 
tion*' of the''term for which she is allowed 
to exercise this traffic, *' That an imme¬ 
diate renunciariou of the Slave Trade may 
be effected, in return for any cession, con¬ 
sistent with the honour of this country, 
which may be agreed on by bis Majesty**8 
government, with the conturrenre of his 
Msijesty’s allies; and if such,renunciation 
be Cound unaUaittable. ittat efforts might« 
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be made to obtain everv possible diminu- 
Uoi: of the term specified in the Treaty/' 

Mr. G.PhUipsjtoK, and spoke nearly as 
follows:— 

Mr. Speaker; I should be sorry. Sir, 
to protiaci a debate which so many gentle¬ 
men seem desirous to close; but I hope 
that the House will excuse my unwilling¬ 
ness to give a silent vote on a subject in 
which 1 hive felt a deep and uninterrupted 
■ inteiest, since the time when the writings 
of Mr. (Hranville .Sharp and Mi;. Clarkson 
drew general attention to it down to the 
present moment. Whoever, Sir, has atr 
tended to the histo^ of the abolition of 
the Biiti<>h Slave iVade, must have had 
this rtllertion foieed upon him: that,not- 
withstari.ling the unoxampled industry 
used to communicate information on the 
subji ct .miong all ranks and descriptions 
of people; riotwithstandmg the eloquent 
and uiitinsncr.ible arguments by w'hich 
the necessity of the measure was enforced 
in both Houses of Parliament; nolwith. 
stnnduig the numerous petitions heaped, 
year after year, on your table, and the 
almon unanimous expression of the public 
abboirence of that traffic; the British 
Slave Trade could not be abolished till an 
administiation, acting irnm the pure and 
honest motives which they professed, 
brought all their official influence to bear 
on the question, and did that great'act of 
justice and humanity svhich no preceding 
adniinistraiion had the virtu« to accom¬ 
plish. No man, Sir, could reason more 
justly, or declaim more eloquently, on the 
enormities of the African Slave Trade than 
Mr. Pitt; but having adopted the prin¬ 
ciple that it was necessary cn this subject, 
by a sort of metaphysical abstraction, to 
separate the influence of the minister from 
that of the man, the influence of his go¬ 
vernment was never applied to it; and 
the traffic was not abolished. X have 
heard it asserted, that public opinion alone 
put an end to the Trade. No man. Sir, 
exults more than myself at the recollection 
of the spontaneous, and nearly unanimous, 
detestation of the Trade, which was ex- 
ressed by all ranks of our countrymen; 
ut ] cannot forget that the public voice 
had been raised even more loudly against 
it brforu the administration of Mr. Fox, 
tbai^dating its brief existence; and to 
eucit a degree do 1 think the gratitude of 
the friends of justice and humanity due to 
^that bfiurt-Iived, and much misrepresented 
administration, that 1 do in my conscience 
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believe, but for them, the Biltuh Slave 
Trade would at this moment have been 
continued to the disgrace* of the country, 
to the outrage of public feeling, and in 
violation of every principle of policy, jus¬ 
tice, and humanity. 

I cannot help. Sir, remarking a coinci¬ 
dence, or at least an extraordinary ap¬ 
proximation to a coincidence between the 
conduct of the governments preceding 
that of Mr, Fox in relation to the Briliih 
Slave Trade, and the conduct of the noble 
lord and his colleague^, in relation to the 
Slave Trade with the French colonies. 

The Briiish public are not less, peihaps 
even they are more, anxious al present to 
prevent the renewal of the iraffii in Slaves 
with those colonies, than tiuy weie to put 
an end to it in our own islands; but mi¬ 
nisters, professing the same feelings, have 
not employed ait the itifioence of the 
Bnti'h government to do that which they 
had the means of doing, which the publio 
had a right to expect from them, and which 
they weie bound in duly and honour to 
do. No combination of circumstances 
could have been more favourable for ac¬ 
complishing the object to which the at¬ 
tention of the iioveriimcnt bad been called 
by the unanimous addresses of the two 
Houses of Parliament. We had long hean 
in possossinii of the French colonies, whero 
the Slave Trade had ceased for some years. 
—We were also in possession of settle¬ 
ments on the coast of Africa, which had 
formerly been rendered subservient to the 
French Slave Trade. Why were we not, 
before engaging to restore these coloniet 
and settlements, to require that the French 
government should not renew that infa¬ 
mous traffic ? 

The noble lord, it seems, wanted a prece¬ 
dent to guide him. Why did not he take 
the precedent set by his own government 
in the treaty with i^weden, and which ha 
lias this n’ght told us has been followed in 
the treaty with Holland ? Bat he piefcrred, 
it seems, copying the piccedent of Mr. 
Fox, who dm not, he say-, insist, as an 
iiidlspensible coiiilition in his negociatlou 
with France, that the Slave Tra^ hhould 
be abolished in wha'ever colonies we 
might cede to that government. The 
noble lord did not, however, advert to ihe 
fact. Slated by ray iighc.hou. Iriend, (Mr, 
Pons«nbj)ihat the British SlaveTi.idi‘ was 
not at (hat time abolished, and tiiatthe rela¬ 
tive ch-camclances of .hv two c (lunlrms were 
so diff'erent fiom what they are now, 
that Mr. Fox could not reasonably hart 

iV) . 
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proposed to Buonaparte those terms srbich 
we have at this momint a right to require 
from the French gorernment. Besides, 
how do we know that the negociation was 
advanced to that st^e at which the ques* 
tion of the Slave Trade could have been 
introduced with propriety ? 

In the circuRistances of the noble lord, 
what had he to fear from requiring of the 
French government, that the Slave Trade 
should nut be renewed with the islands to 
be restored ? Was he afraid they would 
not receive the islands on that condition ? 
Why, then, should we not have retained 
them for the advantage of our own empire, 
shewing, as we should have done, the sin* 
cerity of our professions, by enforcing on 
our own subjects the condition which we 
bad requned from France i 

But the noble lord asks, " Would you 
have risked a continuance of the war for 
that object i” 1 will answer his question 
by another question—Would the recently 
formed (for we ca" hardly call it the estab¬ 
lished) government of France have risked 
its own existence on the question, whether 
it should have the privilege of renewing 
all the iniquity of the Slave Trade for five 
years ? Must it not have been obvious (o 
that government, that its only chance of 
securing to itself the affections of its sub¬ 
jects, was to pursue a course directly op¬ 
posite to that which had led to the de¬ 
struction of the preceding government ? 
that it was indispensible to its existence to 
pot an end to the system of conscription, 
and to restore peace and repose to that 
distracted empire i Besides, Sir, what class 
of its subjects could have any interest in 
the renewal of the Slave Trade ? Would 
the marshals of (ranee or the military in 
genera), or would the peasantry feel any 
interest in the question ? The only per¬ 
sons who could by any possibility supposif 
themselves concerned in it, were a few of 
the reduced commercial class ; that class 
which had been injured, insulted, and out¬ 
raged by Buonaparte. Was it necessary 
to coneiliale tiiis class for the French go¬ 
vernment to offer them a trade in human 
blood, at the very time when a peace, 
long, and in vam wished for, was opening 
10 them channels of commerce, in which 
industry and enterprise might secure to 
themselves a reward with innocence and 
peace ? 

Bet, supposing the French government 
had been infiltoated enough to enter into 
• War for so disgraceful an object—Where 
irfre they to look for allies in sach a cause 
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the three great powers of Europe, Prussia, 
Austria, and Russia, having, as the noble 
lord has told us, declared unequivocally 
their abhorrence of the African Slave 
Trade i How were they to have assailed 
os, their armies disheartened, and in cap¬ 
tivity, and devoted, as they have proved 
themselves to be, to the preceding govern¬ 
ment ? Must not another revolution have 
been tbe'^infallible consequence of a war 
in which no national enthusiasm could have 
been excited, no military ardour kindled,. 
and of which the detail would have been 
as tiresome and disgusting to the native 
impetuosity of the French, as its principle 
would have been abhorrent to every man 
who had any sense of justice or humanity ? 

I hope. Sir, that 1 shall not be suspected 
of an inclination to speak with disrespect 
of the noble lord of whose conduct on two 
very important occasions I have highly 
approved. (I allude, Sir, to the question 
relating to the Irish Catholics, and to the 
spirit of moderation which he shewed 
upon the extraordinary successes of the 
allies.) But I must beg the noble lord’s 
permission to express a doubt wliether a 
declared and active opponent of the abo¬ 
lition of the Slave Trade, down to the very 
period of its enactment, could be an ade¬ 
quate repiesentation of the deep interest 
felt by parliament and the country on 
that great question. Whatever may have 
been the cause, the opportunity of pre¬ 
venting the renewal of that infamous 
traffic has been lost, and 1 have little hope 
of its recurrence. But the noble lord 
says, it is all to end in five years—lu five 
years. Sir ! but in those five years what 
ages of misery and desolation will be 
crowded ! Can the House forget to what 
an extent the British Slave Trade was in¬ 
creased in the interval which passed be¬ 
tween the first declaration of the public 
feeling against it and its entire abolition? 
And will not all the iniquities and horrors 
of the French Slave Trade rage with ten¬ 
fold fury during the next five years? 
The heart sickens at the thought of de¬ 
stroying, as the bon. gentleman (Mr. 
Wilberforce) said some nights ago, at 
« one fell sweep,” all the efiect of those 
benevolent schemes, so gratifying to hu¬ 
manity, vvhicb have been employed to 
substitute in Africa mutual confidence and 
the arts of civilization, and peaceful in¬ 
dustry for the mutual suspicion, and per¬ 
fidy, the dread, and slaughter, and ravage 
of the Slave Trade. Even our exultation 
at the great eTenft nriuett have lestored * 
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peace lo Europe, and for which we have 
this night heard that the Prince Regent 
has ordered a day of national thanks¬ 
giving; even an exultation at these glo¬ 
rious events (for which every religious 
heart has offered its bumble tribute of gra¬ 
titude and praise), is exchanged for regret 
and shame, when we reflect that the peace 
of Europe is to be the signal of war and 
havoc in Africa! 

But the evil is to end In five years! 

. This, Sir, is the usual way in which vice 
tries to flatter and dctceive itself, and to 
stifle the opbraidings of conscience. Ano¬ 
ther throw, and the gamester will quit his 
play—-but he persists to his ruin,—•ano¬ 
ther winter, and the house-breaker and 
highwayman will abstain from acts of vio¬ 
lence, and discontinue their nightly dc- 
predatioiib—but they go on in tiieir 
guilty career till they meet with the con¬ 
dign punishment which tiiey have merited 
—and will the course of the French go¬ 
vernment be diflereut ? 1 am unwilling. 
Sir, to speak otherwise than with respect 
of a government with which we are at 
peace, but it would be treachery to use 
reserve on a subject like this. I would 
ask. Sir, will that government which has 
not learned in adversity to reflect on, and 
compassionate human misery, be taught 
better sentiments among the splendours, 
and dissipation of a court ? And will a re¬ 
sidence ill the metropolis of France com¬ 
municate to them those principles and 
feelings which one would have thought it 
almost impossible for them to have failed 
catching from the British public, while 
they were receiving, as exiles among us, 
a generous protection ? 

But will not the next five years produce 
many arguments for continuing the Slave 
Trade in addition to those which now 
urge the French government lo renew it ? 
Establishments, employing large capitals, 
will be created, which wifi be destroyed, 
or rendered useless by its abolition. 
A class of French subjects will then 
have acquired a deep interest in it, who 
will urge their claims on the govern¬ 
ment for its continuance. If we insist 
then in the annihilation of the Trade, will 
not a war betweeen the two countries be 
not merely the probable, but tbo almost 
certain consequence? And shall we be 
enabled to do that by a war, which 1 con¬ 
tend we might easily have done without i 
one ? Even if a war should transfer to us j 
^all the colonies and settlements which we I 
hare ceded, we cannot suppose that they 
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would again remain long enough in o«r 
possession to admit of our extinguishing 
the Slave Trade in them for the same 
number of years, and establishing the 
same means for the progressive improve¬ 
ment of the people of Africa. 

Mo man. Sir, can be sanguine enough 
to hope for the recurrence of such an op¬ 
portunity of putting an end to this enor¬ 
mous evil as that which we have neglected 
to piofit by. If any thing. Sir, could tn- 
ci-ease one’s disgust with this Article of th« 
Treaty, it would be the hypocritical cant 
which is introduced into it—(Here Mr. 
Philips read the Article.}—1 would just re¬ 
mark, in passing, that it is expressed in 
, terms which exclude from observation the 
important fact, that the AfricanSlave Trade 
to the French colonics does not at present 
exist, and that, unless it be renewed by 
the French government, its abolition can¬ 
not, strictly speaking, come under the 
cognizance of the approaching Congress. 
But let us just consider what the French 
government undertakes in this Article. 
The government of France characterizing 
the Tiade as repugnant to the principles of 
natural justice, and to the sentiments of 
the enlightened age in which we live, 
coolly, and deliberately determines to in¬ 
cur the guilt of renewing it, and at the 
same time announces the inconsistent and 
contradictory determination, not only to 
repent of that unrepented crime which it 
is going to commit, not only to reform 
itself, but to use its efforts to reform all its 
associates in iniquity. Do the annals of 
diplomacy present an instance of an at¬ 
tempt so gross, so palpable to impose on 
human simplicity and credulity ? And 
was it not essential to the success of such 
an attempt that there should be as gieat 
an aptitude lo be deceived on tlie one 
side, as there was an inclination to deceive 
on the other? The plain and obvious in¬ 
terpretation of the whole is, the French 
government sought for a licence to kid¬ 
nap, enslave, and murder in Africa for 
five years without molestation. That 
licence we have given them, and by so 
doing, we have involved ourselves as ac¬ 
cessaries and accomplices in the guilt. 
After acceding to this Treaty, with what 
consistency can we urge upon other go¬ 
vernments the abolition of the Slave 
Trade, even upon those over whom our 
influence on such a subject ought other¬ 
wise to have been paramount, and su¬ 
preme as it is to us that they owe their 
existence. The more, Sir, 1 reflect on the 
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priDcipl9» Aod all tb« relations, jand conse* Front the particular nature of the country, 
^uencea of this Article of the Treaty, the which was liable to inundation, and the 
more does my mind revolt from it. lean* employment of the slaves, who were 
not be|4.er characttitae it than in the Ian- forced to stand up tn their middle in the 
gttage of our great dramatic poet:—It is mud and water, only males were impotted, 

«. treaty und consequently the breed could not be 

t*, _u. CaiirrUing your fime; kept up, without constant supplies Irom 

** Ilazing the t luiraclers of your rcuowft; the African coast. 

** Undoing all as, all had never been.” Mr. Whitbread, in an animated speech, 

The mischief. Sir, 1 fear, is done, and I lamented the rapid steps with which we 
must own that I do not know where to had descended from the resolution of the 
look for a remedy; but it is certairUy our House on the 2nd of May, in their Address 
duty to use all the means left for averting to the Prince Hegent to the motion of bis 
so enormous an evil; and as the amend- hon. friend this day, and from that motion 
iQcnt of my hon, friend (Mr. Barham) to the speech of the noble lord. If six 
gives some additional chance of ejecting weeks ago U could have been known that 
our object, I shall vote for it in preference such an article would have been inserted 
to the original motion, in the Treaty then pending, he was sure it 

Lord jUtsceUcs thought, that while gen- would have been prevented by an una- 
tlemeii were so lull of humanity for the mous address from that House against so 
Africans, as to prefer continuing the war inhuman a concession. 11 the nolile lord, 
to signing such an article, they ouglit to having the colonies in his possession, 
have some compassion upon Euiope, which could effect no more for this great object at 
had lost so many thousands during the Paris, what could he expect to do now at 
war. He was astonished to bear from the Vienna, alter having thrown the game out 
nUier side ol the House, that because four of bis hands ? II the noble lord complained 
large armies were in France, we had a of the ignorance in which the French 
right to dictate to that nation, when he people weie kept on the subject under 
recollected for how many yeais they had Buonapaiie, did he expect greater facili- 
maintained the doctrine that we had no ties of inlormation to be afforded by the 
right to interl'ere with the domestic con- present government, who had embarked 
corns of iliat country. He gave his as- in the Tiaiie, and who had refused permis- 
aent to tlie motion. sion to publish the resolutions of the 2nd 

Mr. WiUiam SitiUh thought the last of May in the French newspape,rs? Did 
speakir mistook the tiue point ot liu- this look like a disposition to diffuse light 
ntanity in the present instance. It was and knowledge on the subject ? He ridi- 
not necessary to desolate All ica, in order cuied the idea of lord Castlereagb, that 
to restore peace to Emope. But as we the refusal to concede this Article would 
had the colonies in our possession, and as have dissolved the union of the continental 
we had put the inhabitants in a certain powers ; as if Russia, Austria, and Prussia 
aituation, he conceived we had an un- would go to war with us to enlbre the re¬ 
doubted right, either to keep them our- newal of a Trade, for the abolition of which 
selves, or ii wo gave thtm up, to insist on we had the assurances of the noble lord 
the inhabitatiLs retaining all theadvuntagesf himself that they were sincerely anxious, 
we had put them in possession of. If we His organs of understanding must be dif> 
demanded nothing for ourselves, wc bad a ferently constituted from those of another 
right to demand every thing for justice, noble lord (Lascelles) who had compared 
The hon* member then observed, that the our refusal to give up the islands which 
mildness with which this question was we had conquered, except on certain con- 
vften treaud arose, in a great measure, ditions, to an interference in (he internal 
firom the fallacy which lurked under the policy of France. He alluded to the con- 
word '* tradeU was no more a trade elusion of the speech of Mr. Marryatt, 
than robbery or murder was a trade. which, be said, reminded hioi of the 

Mr. Marryau referred to the French co- speeches he had formerly hpard in defence 
lony of Cayenne, as the one to whkch or the Slave Trade, and also of a proposal 
iherewoyld be the greatest traffic in slaves^ he had lately hew^ with horror, of our 
under tbf new stipulation. They were renewing the Trade in order to carry it on 
easily tramported there from the neigh- with more Mmanity than our qeighbeurs. 
hoorUig coast; Midi in 1804, ten thousand With respect to ^ appeal which had 
M ^en c»rri«i over in twelve mornku, been imde tn the extunpie of Mr, Fox in' 
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] 806, Mr. Fox was not armed witU the 
power whicti toe uoble lord had to en> 
fori'f his tleiuaritls ami he was well con« 
vincfd that Mr. Fox would have sooner 
parted with his right hand, than have 
signed such an article as that contained 
in the present treaty. Mi. Whitbread 
said, he did nut expect marh from the 
terms or the tone of the motion of his 
iion. friend, but he hoped the noble lord 
would do every thing at present in bis 
power to ndeem the character of tlie 
country which had been thus forfeited. 

After a short conversation, the amend¬ 
ment was withdrawn, and the motion for 
the Address was agreed to nem. con. 
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iMPiilsotJMtNT ON Mt.sNr, Process.^ 
liar) Stanhope rose to piesent a Pelitioii 
from Klir. ibelU Booth, the ividuw of 
Peter Booth. Her husband had been 
arri'Sled on Mesne Process on Saturday, 
the 7th of May last, although at the very 
time he was so aillictcd with illness (hat 
he could not rise from his bed. In this 
condition ho was wiling to give up all his 
furniture and wliateier other cllects he 
had to his creditor. His wile, the peti¬ 
tioner, also obtained a certificate from a 
medical person, staling, that her hus¬ 
band’s life had not thiee days purchase in 
it, and that it would, therefore, be useless 
to ariest him. This certificate she deli¬ 
vered to the sheriff’s officer, but it had no 
efit'ct, for he actually took him on his 
back, and in that manner conveyed him 
down stairs. He was met in the passage, 
by the landlady of the house, who asked 
him where he was going with the 
man?” He answered, " to Newgate;” 
slm replied, " do you not see that you are 
murdering tiim, by removing him at such 
a moment ?” to which he said, I have 
nothing to do with that, 1 am only doing 
tny duty.” The prisoner was then con¬ 
veyed in ail open cart to a lock-up house; 
from whence he was removed, on Mon¬ 
day, to Newgale. There was neither cell 
nor room to receive him, and he was ac¬ 
tually laid upon a bare bench in one of 
the yards ; nor could his wife obtain for 
him any shelter till she had promised to 
pay four shillings a night for a bed. The 
consequence of this treatment was, that 
he became insane on the Thursday, and 
in which state he expired on the 27 th of 
ihe same mont^ A coroaer’s imiacit 


was taken, and their verdict was, •• that 
he had died a natural death, but accele¬ 
rated by his removal to prison.” Such 
were the facts of the Petition; and the pe¬ 
titioner further prayed, that the murder¬ 
ous practice of Mesne Process, which had 
deprived her of her only comfort in this 
life, might be wholly abolished. The Pe¬ 
tition was ordered to lie on the table. 

Thanes dr the House to thbDvke6v 
Wellington.] Earl Bathurst rose to pro¬ 
pose to their lordships a motion of Thanks 
to his grace the duke of Wellington. It 
was now upwards of five years since he bad 
accepted the command of the army in the 
Peninsula, and at that time almost the 
whole of Spain was in the possession of 
the French troops: but before he closed 
hib renowned and glorious campaign, not 
a single Frenchman was left in that coun¬ 
try. During the whole of that period he 
had never once left his command, though 
he had the same iuducements to return 
home as other individuals. One of those 
inducements might fairly be presumed to 
be the honourable wish of receiving from 
his sovereign and his country those grate¬ 
ful acknowledgments of his services, 
which formed tSeir present reward. And 
let no man underrate such rewards, by 
those chiUing lessons of a sulbsh philoso¬ 
phy, which saw in them nothing to ani¬ 
mate the exertions of genius and heroism. 
All those and various other inducements, 
however, the duke of Wellington had re¬ 
sisted ; but that liberty which he denied 
to himself, he freely granted to his officers; 
employing his own time, meanwhile, in 
prepaiing those resources, and maturing 
those plans, which led to fresh glory. All 
his thoughts, his whole soul were engross¬ 
ed by the rorglity conception of working 
out the salvation of Europe by the pro¬ 
gress of bis arms; and now that he had ac¬ 
complished it—now that he was returned 
victorious to his country, it would not, bg 
trusted, be necessary to u-se many argu¬ 
ments to persuade their lordships to shew 
hy their vote liiat they were sensible of 
all bis great and splendid services. In 
congraiulaiiiig themselves upon the deli¬ 
verance of Europe, they could not hesi¬ 
tate to maik with their approbation the 
man bir whose example that deliverance 
had been accomplished. He should not 
detain the House any longer, but conclude 
by moving, “ That the Thanks of that 
House be given to his grace the duke of 
Wellington, for his eminent and onremit- 
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ting services to his King and country, and 
that the Lord Chancellor do deliver the 
same to the duke of Wellington in bis 
place.*'»*Tbe motion was agreed to. 

Motion poh an AnnaEPs aespecting 
THE Slave Trade.] The order of the 
day being read. 

Lord Grenvilh rose and spoke as 
follows :* 

My Lords;—•Your lordships will readily 
believe, judging of my feelings by your 
own, how deeply mortifying it must be to 
me again to bring under your discussion 
a subject wliich 1 vainly thought had been 
closed for ever; how painful to the ad¬ 
versaries of the Slave Trade once more to 
find themselves suppliants in the cause 
which they had gamed, soliciting your 
interposition to prevent the revival of that 
atrocious wickedness in the final abolition 
of which they had so long exulted. And 
yet it is from the<*e very recollections that 
they now derive both consolation and con- i 
fidence. Animated by the memory of 
past*success, by tbe indelible impressions 
made upon the public mind, and by your 
own irrevocable determination, they come 
before you now afflicted indeed, but not 
depressed, dismayed, but not discouraged. 
The stipulations of this treaty have filled 
them with alarm and grief; but their seal 
is unabated, their perseverance not to be 
overcome. Disappointed of tbe promised 
aid from their government, they have 
found a strong bulwark in the feelings of 
their couniiy, an<i they rest with firm 
reliance on the virtue and constancy of 
parliament. By this reflection, by these 
hopes, all their exertions are supported; 
by these 1 am myself encouraged once 
more to solicit your attention on a subject 
of such unspeakable importance. The' 
sentiments of an individual you might 
consider as exaggerated, his regrets un* 
founded, his apprehensions visionary. 
But the impressions under which 1 now 
address myself to your lordships are not 
confined to my own breast. The deep 
shame and sorrow, the heartfelt and in¬ 
dignant disappointment which burst from 
me on the very first appearance of this in¬ 
considerate stipulation, are fully shared 
by a generous and feeling people. And 
though my own weak efforts should 
now fail, as they so often failed before, 

Lf^From the original Edition printed for 

|idgway, Piccadilly. 


though the exertions of others should 
prove on this night as unsuccessful, as 
when for so many years together we 
laboured in this noble^ cause; yet may 
we once again, if its supporters be not 
wanting to themselves, anticifiate with 
full assurance its renewed and final 
triumph. The feelings of our country¬ 
men are roused. They will not, they can¬ 
not consent to the levival of the Slave 
Trade. It is therefore on their behalf, it is 
in the name of the people of England, in 
support of their numerous and urgent pe¬ 
titions, that 1 plead before you on this 
day; to avert from them this unmerited 
disgrace, to rescue from disappointment 
and defeat,'that sacred cause in which they 
have already conquered, and to vindicate 
from the unhallowed inirusion of guilt 
and shame, their glorious triumph—the tri¬ 
umph of religion, of justice, and humanity. 

1 am about to move, that your lordships 
should make application to the throne for 
copies of the representations made by the 
British ministers at Paris, in coufomiuy to 
our unanimous address, for the immediate 
and universal abolition of the Slave Tradef; 
and also of the answers leturiied to them on 
the part of the diflerent governments with 
which we lia\e negociated. To doubt the 
existence of such papers, would be to 
question the plighted faith of the crown. 
Todispule the propriety of communicating 
them to this House, would be to establish 
new principles and rules of practice for 
the British constitution. Seldom dues 
parliament interpose its previous advice 
in foreign iiegm iation. And, in propor¬ 
tion to tbe rarity of the occurrence, is the 
respect which such iiiteiTerence claims, 
and the importance attached to its success. 
Its failure, therefore, demands enquiry. 
We are bound to ask, we are entilM to 
learn, what cause has inducer! the servants 
of tbe public to act in opposition to the 
declared opinions of parliament. 

But, though I confidently rest my mo¬ 
tion on this irremoveable basis of consti- 
Utionai right and parliamentary duty, let 
not, 1 beseech you, its character be mis¬ 
understood. This is no party question. 

I mean not to disclaim the principle of 
party union. Far otherwise. Tbe co¬ 
operation of honourable men in the public 
cause, is essential to all the interests and 
all tbe rights of this free community: it 
is the best foundation which they can lay 
for virtuous and useful service, tbe surest 
pledge which they can give to their 
country, the firmest security to themselves 
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for upright and disinterested conduct, countiy, the immediate revocation of so 
But with these principles present mo> dishonourable and iniquitous an engage* 
tioii has no connection. The demand of roent. 

our country for the immediate and un> For let me implore you to consider 
qualified abolition of the Slave Trade, what it was which we fondly hoped that 
rests not on any local, any tempory con* this negociation would obtain for ns, and 
sidcratioiis, on any questions of consti* what it has, in fact, surrendered. •• lu 
tuliunal right or political expediency, the name of our country,'' such are the 
lu principles are universal, its foundations memorable words of our unanimous Ad* 
eternal. Grounded in immutable justice, dress, “ in the name of our country, and 
and commanded by the plainest precepts on behalf of the interests of humanity, we 
of that religion which we profess in com* entreat that the immediate and total abo- 
mon, this great work of mercy claimed, lition of the Slave Trade may be solicited 
from the beginning, the support of all from all the sovereigns of Europe. No 
good nun of every description. On these moment, we think, was ever yet so fa* 
motives its first promoter originally sub* vourable for stipulating a joint and irre* 
mitted it to parliament: he, whose name vocable renunciation of these barbarous 
it will transmit with unfading honour to practices, and for promulgating, by the 
all posterity; he, whose memory gene* assembled authority of the whole civilized 
rations yet unborn, and nations yet un- world, a solemn declaration, that to carry 
civilized, will learn to bless. With these away into slavery the inhabitants of unof- 
feeiings the two great party leaders of our fending countries, is tovioiate theuniversal 
time fought and conquered together under law of nations, founded, as that law must 
fcis standard ; establishing within these ever be, on the immutable principles of 
lists, a suspension of all political hostili* justice and religion." This was the de* 
ties; a sacred truce, like that truce of maud of Great Britain, her only demand; 
God, by which the nations of Europe and even in its failure, bow proud the .re- 
renounced for a season their private quar* cital, how cheering the remembrance ! 
rels, or that peace which they once pro- These are the objects which we hoped to 
claimed to Christendom for the prosecu- have accomplished, by the exertion of all 
tiun of what they deemed a holy war. our influence, and at the price of all our 
But much more holy was this cause, with acquisitions. The negociations are nowr 
much more sanctity was this truce ob- concluded. The peace is made: our 
served. And 1 should now disgrace their conquests are restored : and what is the 
memory, 1 should disgiacc my own con- return i A Joint declaration of public 
duct pursued in honourable concurrence law, proscribing, for ever, this enormous 
with them, and adhered to with unde- wickedness, in the name of all those just 
viating constancy, fur more than five and and powerful monarchs whom Providence 
twenty years; 1 should dishonour, if it has made the arbiters of Europe ? An ig- 
were possible, this sacred cause itself, could nominious and irreversible sentence pass- 
I consent to render it subservient to any per* cd on it by universal acclamation, and 
sonal or political animosities, lligliiy as banishing from its last refuge in the com- 
1 value my political coniieciious, fondly merce or coKmies of any Christian go* 
as I cling to those private friendships and vernmenti Such were our hopes. But we 
aflections, which it is my pride and hap- receive, instead of these, a partial con* 
piness to cultivate, yet there exists not un tract, by which the Britisli crown has 
the earth that man whom 1 so dearly love, sanctiuiied and guaranteed the Slave 
as to have hesitated, had he been capable Trade ! We find our own sovereign made 
of signing such an act as this, to reprobate the accomplice, our free and happy coon* 
it here with just indignation. In what- try the instrument of its revival and ex- 
ever hands this cause had failed to your tension ! By our own act we consign to 
lordships, my appeal would have been misery, by our own hands we deliver up 
mad«'. To this House I should have sub- again ta slavery and death, thou-sands, 
mitted, with unfeigned earnestness, the millions to whom our protection was al- 
incstimable importance, tlie unspeakable ready pledged, and whose voice, peril «ps. 
Value, of all the interests which have thus in this very moment, is lifted up to liua* 
been abandoned; and I should have ven for blessings on our humanitj ! 
cldimeil, as I now claim, from your justice On this government, with sh.iine. 1 say 
and piety, from the virtue of a British le* it, on this govi'nimoiil, and on that of 
*eislatHre, from, the religion of a Cbristiao France aione this dishonour has ialJen. 
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Tfaa coQiti irf Vienna, Petersbnrgh, and 
Berlin, are silent; but England and 
France have spoken: France has pro- 
]>o8ed, England has consented, not to 
aboU^, bnt to revive ; not to prohibit, 
bet to extend these horrors. And the 
world has seen, and seen for the first time 
in the history of these mighty monarchies, 
the sacred seal of their sovereigns affixed 
to an instrument which at once proclaims 
the infamy of the crime, and guarantees 
its commission. 

What an example does this exhibit— 
what a le-^son does it teach to their sub¬ 
jects! His most Christian majesty concurs 
with the King of Great Britain m consi¬ 
dering the Slave Trade as repugnant to 
the principles of natural justice." This 
is their solemn avowal, this declaration 
Uiey invoke the Almighty to witness; in 
the name of the Holiest, this treaty pro¬ 
claims it to the world ! Every sacnfire of 
liberty, therefore—for the consecjuence is 
irresistable — every sacrifice of liberty 
which this detestable traffic has produced, 
these just monarchs consider as a robbery; 
and-every saciifice of life they consider 
as a murder in the e}*es of God and man. 
What follows i That they proscribe it, 
that they punish it, that they unite all 
their efibrti to banish such wickedness 
for ever 4rom the world, or, at least, to 
keep their ov\ n subjects clear and unspot¬ 
ted from the pollution of this enormous 
guilt! No, my lords; the one demands, 
tire other sanctions its revival: the one 
'requires, that for five years together, the 
earth may groan under this oppression; 
the other delivers over to him, for that 
express purpose, regions and climates of 
the globe: provinces, by your interposi¬ 
tion, long since exempted from this 
scourge, nations already restored to free¬ 
dom, a whole race and minily of mankind/ 
to which the virtue oi (ireat Biitain had 
iven security and happiness; but now, 
y her hand, repimiged into miseries, 
from the bare Image of which tiie blood 
rccmls, and the heart of man revolts. 

OP the person of any foreign prince, of 
the acts of any foreign government, we 
ahould all wish to express ourselves in 
tbb) place wiib becoming deference. For 
the present sovereign of France I have 
many strong mducements to feel high 
personal veneration. But if any words of 
mine could find a respeciful access to a j 
monarch in whose restoration to the throne | 
of his ancestors no man has more truly 
r^oioed than I have, J should not fear in ' 
h^ii a causo to speak to ium with unqua- 
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Htying freedom, both of bis situation and 
his duties. To him so long the viciim of 
triumphant iniquity, no hope of lepose 
even yet remains but in the prevalent e of 
justice. No stranger himself to mis¬ 
fortune, on him the wietched have a 
doable claim; a signal iiivianee hniiself 
of the protection of Providenc--, on him 
the obligations of mercy press wth at cu¬ 
mulated force. To bo d<iven l>om his 
native soil, to wander in exile, to e.ii the 
bread of dependince, to k e his country 
enslaved, his friends proscribed, Ins I iniily 
destroyed, and all that he had ever vaiued, 
or loved, or reverenced, made the spurt 
and prey of rapacious avance and savage* 
cruelty; this has been the bitieiness of Ins 
lot. With what feelings then aiiist not he 
consider the fate of thousands torn like 
him from their country, hut miiIi cniiiin- 
siances how much more dreadful: sevcied 
like him from their (aiiiilies, or still more 
unhappy in the community of siitlering : 
lamenting like him the destruction ot ail 
that was dearest to their hearts, bnt nut 
finding, as he found, any re-pile or inter- 
mis.sion of calamity : captives in an un¬ 
known land, toiling for the profit of their 
oppressors, wasting in hope less slavery 
-the unhappy remiutit of their days, and 
entailing on their children the same un¬ 
mitigated misery. To be preserved from 
the bloody machinations of those, by whom 
his house had nearly belti extinguished, to 
be redeemed from his long banishnieut, to 
be restored to the vvishes and prayers of 
his people, to find in iheif love the reward 
of all bis sufletings, to deliver them ilf 
return both from military despotism and 
foreign invasion, to be the channel of 
peace to his own rountry, and security to 
Europe, and the iustrument as we trust of 
long blessings to mankind ; these a|ie the 
mercies which were reserved for him by 
Providence. On whom ihpn, if not on 
him, is It incumbent to hear the prayer of 
the friendless, to listen to the sorrowful 
complaining of the captive? Whose feel¬ 
ings, more than his, must shrink from au-' 
thorizing the iiiflietioii of misery for gain ? 
Who more than he must tremble toTiahi- 
tuate his people to fresh ciueities, to open 
to them new paths of bloud-gniltiness, and 
to provoke after all their sufTeringii the 
unexhausted judgments of heaven, on this 
deliberate, hardened, unrelenting bar¬ 
barity ? 

I Well thdrisfore may we credit the as¬ 
sertion which is made in his behalf. With 
foil assurance may we believe how great 
must have been hik relactance in subscrlh- 
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ing this opprobrious articJe. It must be 
80 . Hts syinpatby for a0iiction, his inborn 
worth, bis moral and his religious prin¬ 
ciples, and his full knowledge of this sub¬ 
ject, derived from long residence in Eng¬ 
land,have doubtless implanted in bis breast 
anindignantabhorrence of the Stave Trade. 
Would to God that he had acted on his 
own impressions! Titat he bad followed 
the dictates of his own feeling heart! No 
present convenience, we may be assured, 
would then have been accounted para- 
' mount to a moral duty: no speculative 
profit in crime, no pretended necessity for 
robbery and murder, would then have 
been stiflered to stigmatize, with the revival 
of these dreadful iniquities, the happy sera 
of his restoration. Pure and unqualified 
would then have been the rejoicings of 
good men in that blessed work of general 
pacification to which his re-establishment 
alone could give the stamp and seal of 
permanence. The acclamations of Eu¬ 
rope, the prayers of France for his pros¬ 
perity, her sacrifices of praise and thanks¬ 
giving for peace lestored, and liberty 
secured, would then have reached the 
skies iiiitnixed with the cry and clamour 
of blood, unpolluted by the groans and 
shrieks of millions of human victims des¬ 
tined to tht sanguinary altars of a remorse¬ 
less avarice. 

But, if he, in opposition tohisown better 
judgniHot and feelj|^g, bas yielded to pre¬ 
judices still perhaps too prevalent in 
France, if t lie government of that unhappy 
country has not yet learnt from all her 
sufT* rings to respect the freedom and life 
of man, if any portion of her people in 
utter igaurance of the extent of misery 
created, and the enormity of wickedness 
guaranteed by tliis article, has brought 
itself to desire, to approve, or even to 
eniiurf its stipulations, yet from our own 
ministers other things were to be expected. 
They had no prejudice to encounier, no 
opposition to surinuunt. Far difficent 
were the demands of the Biiiish parlia¬ 
ment—f.4r diflerent the sanguine expecta¬ 
tions of tliose for whom they negotiated. 
By what plea then, by what palliation 
could they be reconciled, by what imagi¬ 
nable motive could they be rendered par¬ 
ties to this iniquity ? They, the organs of 
a people, unanimous in its condemnation, 
apprized of all its horrors, impressed with 
all its guilt, foremost in removing its pol¬ 
lution from ourselves, and waiting with 
confident but impatient hope the glad 
tidintts of its universal abolition. Is it 
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possible that they alone, of all the inhabi¬ 
tants of this country, could view with in- 
difiersnee the revival ot the Slave Trade ? 
Is It in the avowal of ^uilt that they have 
found an apology for its commission, or 
have their feelings of just abhorrence for 
this sanguinary cruelty been satisfied by 
the pretended shortness of the period for 
which this article professes to authorizq 
its continuance? For five years only— 
Will this be their apology ?•—For five 
years only France demands, and England 
sanctions the renewal of these crimes! 
Five years only of injustice and rapine, of 
blood and desolation laying waste a whole 
quarter of the globe. What a consolation 
to resort to, even if it were vrell founded ! 
But does any man on earth believe that 
the expiration of this horrid lease of guilt, 
will really produce the extinction of the 
crime ? On w'hat does he rely ? Will be 
trust to the good faith of a stipulation 
which is itself an open disclaimer of all 
moral obligation ? Or are we yet to learn 
that this pretence of postponing the execu¬ 
tion of their engagements is the stalest of 
all the artifices under which faithless pelU 
ticians mask, but without concealing, the 
determination to evade them. The viola¬ 
tions of such promises to whom are they 
not familiar? But in what history shall 
we find the example of their observance ? 
In its ordinary form a treaty of peace 
executes itself: its cessions are conditional, 
its restitutions gradual, its advantages 
reciprocal. But stipulations such as this 
what is their value ? Yews of future 
amendment coupled with present perseve- 
lanre in guilt, sacrifices promised to he 
made when the danger, which extorts them, 
shall have ceased, and solemn assurances 
of future liberality and justice, fur w'liose 
accomplishment wc are to wait till avarice 
shall have been satiated with rapine! 

And yet tbete is no other ground on 
which we can build our hopes. Will 
deUy facilitate their attainment ? Do 
we look hereafter for events more fortu¬ 
nate, fur circumstances more favourable 
to our influence than these which we have 
now neglected ? Or do we expect to ob¬ 
tain, five years hence, by the spontaneous 
concession of France, that renunciation of 
felonious profit which neither peace, nor 
commerce, nor augmented territory have 
purchased from her, which ahe has refused 
to the united authority of all the greatest 
European nations, to the memory of her 
own calamities, to the sense of iier own 
deliverance, and even to the most urgent 

(X) 
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oonMiderations of present political expe* 
diency ? 

She has at this time no Slave Trade. 
All bet present interests are prejudiced by 
its revival: she sacriRces to this iniquity 
the strong, tlie just claims of her trade, 
her manufactures, and her agiictillure. 
Her commercial capital exhausted by her 
long miseries is wholly insufficient for the 
calls of domestic industry. By diverting 
it at (his moment to distant speculations, 
by embarking it in hazardous and ruinous 
enterprises, she must retard her own pro¬ 
gress in recovery. This abuse of her re> 
maining strength—this impievident mis¬ 
direction of vital power, must prolong 
both the symptoms and the consequences 
of disease. Jn her colonies the misrhief 
will be still more sensible. There, by the 
operation of British laws, this wickedness 
had long since been prohibited. Her 
planters have conformed themselves to its 
abolition. That just and beneficent mea¬ 
sure has introduced into their islands, as 
into our own, new modes of culture, and 
hew systems of internal management. By 
its .natural and inevitable effiects it has 
meliorated the condition of their slaves. 
A blessed consequence of a righteous act! 
A just reward of mercy, pouring balm 
into the wounds of those wretched victims, 
apd giving to the colonist, for whom they 
labour, a confidence and security which 
nothing else could ever have afforded : a 
security to him against those perils which 
the just laws of naturo have inseparably 
annexed to unrelenting oppression; a 
security to France herself against the re¬ 
currence of those unmessurable calamities 
which have already overwhelmed in irre. 
trievablc ruin the richest of her foreign 
aetilemenis. How blind then is the rash¬ 
ness of her government—bow desperatethe 
danger which it incurs in seeking to tread 
back this first step in the progress of civil 
lociety! How unnatural, bow impious is 
the attempt of her planters again to bar¬ 
barize the cultivators of their soil, and to 
re-plunge, into savage ferocity, that un- 
happy race on whose submission they 
themselves must be dependent for their 
daily safHty \ To exalt the condition and 
character of mankind, to promote their 
moral improvement, and thereby to in¬ 
crease their social happiness, has in all 
ages been esteemed the best work of wisdom 
and virtue, tlie highest glory of statesmen 
and legislators; but to degrade, to debase, 
to vihfy nur nature, to turn our fellow 
creatures back again from that rank which 
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they have already attained in the scale of 
human beings, what labour more dis¬ 
honourable can employ our faculties or 
occupy our thoughts—what project more 
detestable has avarice ever conceived or 
power adopted ? 

And yet it is not in the West Indies 
only, but much more in Africa, that this 
iniquitous stipulation must operate to this 
revolting consequence. In those countries 
what might not France have achieved i 
That long line of coast which we have re¬ 
placed under her dominion, that iminenss 
tract of continent over which we have 
made her influence again piedominaiU, 
what a theatre of glorj’, W'hat a stupe for 
noble enterprise do they not present ? 
What benefits might she not have secured 
to them ? What profit, what strength, wliat 
unpensliable piaise and giatitude to her¬ 
self. Under the happy auspices of the 
abolition of the Slave Trade, and by ihe 
noble etForts of this country, consequent 
upon that measuie, civilization had al¬ 
ready made in Ab'ica no inconsiderable 
progress. A ju^t atul innocent traffic, 
tending to our common advantage, sup¬ 
plying our mutual necessities, wo hud al¬ 
ready opened with that continent. To 
France the same path was obvious; point¬ 
ed out, not more by our example than by 
her own interest. Einuiatiug the virtue 
of Great Britain and sbaiiiig Us great re¬ 
ward labouring, with |pu( li twis difficulty 
and with much surer success, iti that am¬ 
ple field which we had already cleared 
and puiified from the contagious atmos¬ 
phere of guilt, she might have reaped in¬ 
stead of scattering ihe rich haivest of our 
exertions. The aits of industry, the kind¬ 
ly and benevolent intercourse of social 
life, she might have opened to those coen¬ 
tries; the reciprocal gains of legitimate 
commerce, were placed within her own 
reach. What infatuation is it to have relin¬ 
quished all the profit and all the glory of 
tins course for that nelar iuus and wide wast¬ 
ing iniquity, which by a just retribution of 
Providence is scarcely leas destructive to 
its instruments than to its viitims; fora 
tiaffic which brutalizes the character of 
man, for a navigation murderous to more 
than one half of the sailors who embark 
in it, and for a system of culture tending 
inevitably to riiiu her planters, and to de¬ 
solate iier colonies! 

Such are the considerations which might 
have been presented to those with whom 
we treated; considerations founded hi 
justice, supported by policy, and confirmed:. 
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by our own example. These arguments 
we might have urged, anti it uigtd with 
zra*, could they in this negotiation have 
been uiged in vain ? 

But how diBuent will be thi case when 
the blue Iride snail alread) lor five 
^ear& have neen re^esUblisbed in France. 
How niBiiv new obstacles shall we oui> 
seivts have then raised up agnnst our 
own wishes ' How much gieatti dilficul* 
lies than those to which hei sovereign has 
now leluLlantly yielded, how much more 
lurmidable an opposiiion must he then 
sui mount fur redteming his plighted faith 
and ( xeriiting the taidy purpose oi his 
justice' W ith peace abroad, wuh domestic 
traiKjiiillitj, such as alt good men wish to 
hei, how modi m that period will hfi 
trading < apii'ii and credit h ivi incieascd ’ 
A. plei'jmg prospect, 'ind animiiiiig hope 
to those who have iiaint to dtsiie tin 
prosperity oi othei nations both lor their 
takts and ti r our own But uudti the 
acruised i fluence ot this artitie, with the 
giowtii ol wt iltb, the giowth of ciime 
will keep pice Btfoie fise years shall 
have elapsid how much properly will, by 
public enenniagi mt nt,havebeenrinbarked 
intbiswiiUid iraflu , how many trades, 
how many manulM lures how mmv esta- 
blishmeiiio, will hive been (oniieried with 
It, howininyiuw iiid t \ tensive inti rests 
crraied in its support? 

We know oui ^pwn memories will but 
too well suggest iheiii, wiiat arguments 
will lh( n be cmploved to dtitnd these 
barbiious (rimes, wiih whit pirtinicity 
and Vi ht m« n< e ol at 11 the si ive dobi 
will then uphold his dt tested orcupation 
But It IS trom the lital (ontract which 
we aie now ton»idering, fioni the tieatv 
which a Urui«h pailiimentis now required 
to appiove and rat ty, that ht wiH then 
derive his principal support In this 
arsen il his stiongest wiapniis will have 
been forged Against the authors ut ihis 
article he will use them with irresistible 
efiert That tommrrct, loi the revival of 
which the state has stipulated, cannot, ht 
will say, he m itself iniquitous Those 
gainK,—thos he will argue, and m what 
manner shall bis goveinmtni teply to him i 
—those gams which you have with Birch 
anxious giiluitnde secured and guaranteed 
to us for five years it cannot afurwards be 
the inteie>t of our country to renounce 
That benefit winch a rival power was 
coiQpellecI to yield in the clo'-e of surcesB- 
ful War she most not be suftered to ex- 
>tort from u» in peace. Her hypocritical 
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condemnation of a tiade, to the revival of 
which she was herself a party ; her inte¬ 
rested remonBtraiices against the morality 
of her own bargain and covenant, her ap¬ 
peals to that religion which she now pro¬ 
claims herself by her own engagement to 
have violated, all these can produce in our 
minds only an increased conviction of the 
iimiortance of the advantages which she 
desires os to abandon. You must pteserve 
therefore, be will exclaim, addressing his 
own legislature in clamorous demands for 
injustice, lu pathetic ^lupplications for 
cruelty, such as have often lesoundcd within 
these walls, you must preserve fiom this 
impending lum v our trembling merchants, 
your despairing mannfaclurc rs, your 
planters alieady struggling undei distress 
and difliculty. The labouiiiig population 
of y OUI columcs (for by sonic such smooth 
term he also will have Karnt to soiiea 
down the revolting image ot a dcatb-hke 
slavery,) the lahuuiing population oi yum 
colonies must be kept up, their culluie 
maintamid, the ir produce increased 1 bus 
only, he will assure his government, can 
the prnpiietui subsist and tbe coIoiuks 
flourish; thus only he will add, re echo¬ 
ing the confident asseitions of British 
cruelty but forgetting then decisive con- 
tiadiciion in the haupiei experience of 
British justice , thus only can tbe mother- 
country deiive from liet dependencies a 
just retribution of commercial wealth and 
mai itime stiength. 

But still moie powciful will be his ap¬ 
peal to the chvnge whn li this tieity will 
alieuly have produced in the coiidpioii of 
those settlements thembelvts The law of 
abolition, winch in its lonlinuance would 
now be mofilable to the planter must 
then, he will tiulv siy, impose upon bun 
by Its le tincimenl, lenewcd and sn- 
cteised sadihees. The levnal of the 
blave Tiade will alrtidy, by its blisUtig 
and malignant ii fluence, hue poisoned 
the growing pronuiitt ot a nioie merciful 
system bor keipm.tiip a sti vile popu¬ 
lation, foieign supply IS locompatible with 
domestic increase 1 hey i(st on opposite 
pnncif les* iniiuii pt 0^,1 tss theyobsiiuct, 
in ihcr opciiiion they counteivct eich 
other. The Imsis ot the one is humanity, 
if to the iitciease of slaveiy ni any lot at 
thattcimcin |usiiy be applied iis ne¬ 
cessary consequence—we have now Itaint 
It flora experience, is well ts fiom lehson 
—Its necessary Const quencf is a gradual 
improvement in the condition ol llic slave. 
The otbet is built on iruclty, on puie 
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uoniitigated craelty ; it admitt no qualify* 
ing principle, it bars up all progress lo 
good, it isaupported «nly by a continual 
a4}cesuon of evil. Tins is tbe system 
tvbich a Brilwh treaty will already have 
i;a*«stablislied in those colooiis; a system 
• io Itself netarious, in its consequences sitll 
more detestable. A chain and sacression 
or misery and crime; the cause evil, the 
eOect worse, and each, by a re-actiln 
whirh daily grows more terrible in its in* 
crease, continuing, re.produciiig, perpe* 
tuatingtbe other! New iniportations liotn 
Afiica, a new waste of life in the islands a 
new demand for fresh slaves; new sulfer- 
ings, new fears, new cruelties: the planiei 
overwhelmed with debt, bis i apitai un¬ 
profitable, bis produce depreciated ; yet 
bis increasing expenditure still demand¬ 
ing moie extended culture, and that again 
requiring the farther accumulation of the 
miserable victims tiom whose unmitigated 
toil It must be exacted ; tbe oveisoer in 
the mean time regardless of their condi¬ 
tion, the proprietor estimating his gains 
only by the increasing severity of their 
labour, and those uietched beings them¬ 
selves sunk in hopeless despondency, or 
rendered ferocious by despair. 

And Alrica->Ariica iny lords! Will 
she, even il thishoriid cruelty could cease 
at the expiration of its stipulated term, 
will she then be re-placed m her present 
condition? Will years, will centuries re¬ 
pair to her the aggravated miseries heaped 
upon her by this wicked stipulation i It 
can never once have entered into the 
heat is of those who framed it, to conceive 
the wretchedness to which they hitve de¬ 
livered over so many millions of unoffend¬ 
ing beings, clinging with vain hope to the 
protcitioii of Great Jii itaio. We talk of 
reviving tbe Slave Trade, as if we were 
about to re-establish only those evils, 
dreadful as they were which have before 
existed ; as if the cruelties now to be per¬ 
petrated would bear any resemblance or 
proportion to any hitherto experienced 
miliction of buqimi misery. We talkef 
carrying it on for five years, as if that 
long period of criqie could also circum- 
acHbe within the same limits the peima- 
nence of its terrible consequences. But 
let Qo uian so deceive liitnselfi In com¬ 
parison with the suddenness, the extent, 
the enormity, and duration of the suf¬ 
fer!^ created by this article; the past 
wickednesiiW even ot the Slave Trade 
itself IS humanity and mercy. This 
will be nu ordinary traffic in the misery of 


lard GtwcUk*8 Motion far [SIS 

nian; no continuance of woes to which 
the wretched condition of that countiy 
had already been accommodated ; no re¬ 
gular balance of demand and aupply, auch 
<18 cold calculators in the blood of their 
fellow creatures bad established for filling 
ep that annual waste of human life which 
their cruelly occasioned. It is the dread- 
lul rhararter of this stipulation to convert 
I hsrity itself into oppression ; and to ren¬ 
der our past bemfiis the instruments only 
of aggravated torture. The former prohi¬ 
bition ol this horrid traffic, a blessed gift 
of mercy as we fondly hoped to those un¬ 
happy countries, will now become a prin- 
c ipal cause of their miseries. Seven } ears 
of secuiity and freedom will have pre- 
paied them only to feel more keenly the 
seventy of this renewed infliction. Ttie 
hopes which we had taught them to che- 
lish of perpetual exemption fiom this 
cruelty, theelTorts which we had made to 
efiace from their lemembiance us last 
vestiges of crime and woe, our endeavours 
to tiaiii them to better habits and happier 
feelings, the influence of our exhortations, 
the benefit of our example, the aits, the 
knowledge, the virtues of our coontiy 
which we have laboured to diffuse among 
them, what will all these be, but new 
sources of misery to a people among whom 
the Slave Trade is about to be re-esta¬ 
blished ? Re-established did I say f 
Among whom it is about to bttcarritd to 
an extent unimagined in any former pe¬ 
riod ol their Ruffierings. Fresh crimes, 
multiplied calamities, must now compi n- 
sate for the short respite yielded to ilit m 
by our humanity. Increasing cruelties 
will be required to fill up that void and 
deficiency of guilt, which it was once our 
boast to have created, our delight to con¬ 
template. Even tbe expectation of future 
abolition, the vain and illusory promise of 
this treaty, inciTectual to any good pur¬ 
pose, nugatory in the eyes of the states¬ 
man, offensive in those of the moralist, 
will yet powerfully contribute to stimu¬ 
late the exertions of the slave dealer. To 
compensate for the past suspension of this 
wickedness, and to prepare himself for us 
future prohibition, to gorge the cravings 
of avarice so long kept from its prey, and 
to provide against tbe threatened inter¬ 
ruption of its horrid feast, wiU be his 
unremttted employment thiougbont the 
whole duration of that terrible prnod for 
which you have sufficed him to range at 
hiB pleasure over iliis field of blood. No 
former scale or proportion of guUt wiU 
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regulate his present efforts. The popuia- would have been complete ^ its influence 
tion of Africa will be drained, the markets co-extensive with tlie evil, its permanence 
of America glutted with human victims, secured beyond the possibility oLchange. 
Those cruelties which stand recorded on This is the high station which/hhe might 
your journals, and whose recital harrowed have occupied, this the unfgding palm 
up the souls even of the most unfeeling of of glory, which by the resululf her lung 
mankind, alt these will not be revived cifiirts against nijnstirc and tyranny, had 
only, but multiplied an bundml-lold by finally been ,placed within her reach, 
the operation oi this treaty. What will What work oi power ran be conceived 
not Africa suffer from a sudden demand moie dignified, what honour brighter^ 
tor slaves loliowingthe long suspension of what delight more elevated ? In this great 
this Trade, and inhuitt-ly exceeding the irra of the re estabhsbiuent of Europe, it 
utmost amount of any foiiner supply? was ber’s still farther to diffuse the bap- 
To what extremity of wretchedness will piness, to extend to other qiiaiteis of the 
not the miserable population of the islands globe the exultation of mankind ; it was 
be reduced by an immense and speculative her’s to exhibit to the admiration of the 
impoitalion, calculated only on future woiid, the inhabitants of these distant re- 
contingencies, but with no reference to gions as parlies in the proud triumph of 
any piesent want, or any p^e^e^t possibi- naiionai independence, to lead them on 
Illy of probtaide employment! lm<tgiiia. with wdliag steps in our joyful processitm 
lion can scarcely conceive the extent of of victory, and to present them with bum- 
evil lei loose upon mankind by tbi'-incon- ble thankfulness an acceptable offering 
biderate and barbarous concession; the to the i hi one of mercy; not as captives, 
varied and accumulated woes to which it but as redeemed; not as the victims of 
subjects an unfortunate and defenceless ambition and avarice, polluting our re- 
race in every stage of their long career of joicings by the ciuel spectacle of their ag* 
misery. All that you have ever read or gravated wretchedness, but as our feljowr 
heard, or pictured to yourselves, of the creatm’es owing to us their happiness, and 
past horrors of the Slave Trade, will fall dating from our successes the completion 
far short of these calamities: calamities of their own deliverance. This we might 
now suspended over th^ise unhappy vie- have done: what we have really done I 
tinis as by a hair, a tempest and hurricane forbear to repeat. The remembrance it 
oi destruLtioii ready to burst on their de- afflicting, the recital humiliating, 
voted head*; rending asunder every tie And let it not be imagined that I am 

of social or domestic life, involving in one speaking to you, now my own opinion 
common ruin eiery principle which ope- only. That the immediate and total abo- 
rates to the consolation or happiness of lition of the Slave Trade might in this 
man, and leaiRng to them on earth one treaty, if pursued with zeal, have hern 
hope only—the hope of your interposition with certainty obtained, is, unless I am 
and protection. greatly misintbrnied, the general senti- 

Gud grant that this interposition may ment of all who are conversant in foreign 
be immediate, this protection effeciual! negociaiion ; the concurrent and decided 
Great as these evils arc, I confidently judgment oi enlightened statesmen in every 
hope that to repair them is still within our country in Europe. But if any man de- 
power. That we might have prevented nies it, let the papers which 1 this day 
them, that we might in this treaty have move for be laid before us. Their evi- 
accomplished to their very utmost extent dence will be decisive. Es'en the very 
the fondest wishes of our country; who is fact of their production would afford some 
it that even pietends to doubt? We were presumption of sincerity, some ground to 
roasters of the negociation. Its success hope that error or misfortune only have 
depended wholly on our own fortitude, been the occasion of this failure, something 
On us the duty was cast, to os the trust to counteract that first impression of cri- 
had been committed, of banishing for ever minal indifference which the present ap- 
from the world these heart-rending mi- pearances of this transaction have un¬ 
set les. In this cause the example of avoidably and universally produced. 
Great Britain was all-powerful, her sen- Should this communication be refused, 
tence decisive, her determination final, should all other information be denied to 
With her it rested to do justice to Africa, us, 1 leave it to your lordships to pro- 
Urged by her voice, the claim was irre- nounce what conclaiion the conceaime&tr 
«iBtible, cuuferred by her hand the benefit authoriaesk 
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For in irtttb, my lords, this m no sub¬ 
ject of diplomatic mystery. It is not by 
secret intriKve, by undtrhand ariibce 
tbM «tre shall ever advante, much le^s ac¬ 
complish, this noble nnderiaking What¬ 
ever has yet be< n achieved in resistniae 
to the blave liadt, has been the result not 
of concealment, but of publicity ; the fiuit 
of open (liRtu-sion, the victory of public 
opniiori. To this, under Providence, we 
are solely indebted for pa<t success; to 
this alone it is tvulent we must now look 
fm final triumph. In courts and cabinets, 
ft appears, these cruel tii s find acqu es- 
cence and connivance; in the conven¬ 
tions and treaties of governments it is 
thought not unbecoming to grant a li¬ 
cence for (rime, to assign a stipulated pe¬ 
riod tor robberv and murder And if the 
British parliament and people, animated 
with |U8ter feelings, still ardently desire 
the tinil abolition of the Slave Irade, one 
course alone I emains to ns. Let us tear 
off from these iniquitous compromises 
their affected disguise, and expose to the 
indignant censure of mankind all those 
peijions, be they who they may, who pei- 
petrate, who auihoii^e, who sanction that 
wickedness. 

In this case, indeed, every attempt at 
concealment is nugatory. We aheady 
know too much to be deceived. J be 
olbcjal p ipers ni iy be denied to us, the 
substintnl knowledge cannot be with¬ 
held. Judge lor ynurselvis Examine 
those circumstances which are iiotuiious 
to the world, loi k at the nuiiis of this 
cause, ronsidei thi advantages by which 
n might have been suppoited, leflciton 
the utuation in ntiicli it has been aban¬ 
doned, and then pronounce whether it he 
possible that this dishonouiable stipulation 
for guilt, if firmly resisted by Great Bri¬ 
tain, could ever have been imposed open 
ns bv biance. bio such apprehension 
was felt by parliament, when the (iiiaiii 
mous addresses of both Housts were 
votid , none such was hinted by your go¬ 
vernment, none such was found to qualify 
the soil inn issuraiices which We received 
from the thione. Aimed with tbesi au- 
tlKMMics md III such a cause, what diffi- 
Ctiliy conld a Bniish negotiator expe- 
rfeiite? IIIpressed as fie should have 
been with the magnitude of hts Hast, and 
tevr lent iiig ss he o )gi t to leverence the 
1< t.)‘‘lat«fe of histouuirc he would have 
lelf, rn this case, iin opening lor denial, 
mo opporiuiMty for debate The voice ol 
iT* ft iice people, unanimuas m the demand 
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of (ustice, IS imperative, be would have 
said, on all its public sei vants. 1 come 
here to obey, not to violate, the orders of 
my sovereign; to execute, not to defeat, 
the intentions of my country Never will 
1 be biougbt to dishonoui both, by mak¬ 
ing them the active instruments ni an iiii- 
quily which they abhoi, and which they 
have declared their purpose for ever to 
extiipate from the world. 

In the circumstaiicts of this treaty, 
what answer could Fiame have made to 
such a declaration! We iiegociated m 
the hour of victo4y. Her colonies were 
in our hands , her Arotricsn islands, her 
African bttilcrocnts, the objects and the 
theatie of these mines. By the inpisluc 
of her ruler, all fiuiopc had btin Uagued 
agsiiist her Our own ii mv occ upn d hi*! 
southcin provinces, the at lines ot our al¬ 
lies her capital. 1 iigland had nothin^ to 
ask, and ecciy thin^ to restore. Pirtia- 
mi ni had di sited oiilv to stipul tte iur jus¬ 
tice; and we have nut obtained it even 
by the su rifice of all our coiiquesti-' 

Our demand was suppoiied by the 
powerful influciice of out allies. hy 
did we ours( ives abindt n it ^ 1 am <x>nfi- 
dent It will not be denied that their opi¬ 
nion, that the opinunot the emppior oi 
Russia, most partuunilv, w'l^ plainly 
and forcibly expressed in decided con- 
rurience with the wishes of tin British 
parliament, and in favour of imnudiite 
and universal abolition Into the hands 
of those powers, and inin our own, by the 
astonishing revel ses of these t\solast years, 
the fate oi Europe bad b#Vii cumiuilted. 
With them, and with us, it rested to dic¬ 
tate the just (ondiiiuns of honourable 
peate. 1 speak not ol unreasonable de¬ 
mands, insulting to the dignity, ni in|u- 
iious to the independent e of Fiame 
Against these, a just and successful effort 
ot national resistance might still hive 
been excited. But such claims as mode¬ 
ration and equity would sanction, wisdom 
and virtue recommend, Iur government 
had no power to n fuse. Her ainiits 
were for the time subdutd, herniiliiuy 
tyrant was deiliioned, hii people wished 
for peace, and her suuaiion dtmandeo it. 
Th( veiy siiptiiitions oi tins tieaiy itself, 
all fxitpi ihe article which we iit now 
considtring, woithl prise, beyond ail 
powi r of denial, even if the fad wi re not 
iise'f iioiorinus, tliar she com iuded it un¬ 
der the pressure ot slioiig necessity, en¬ 
forcing 'he obligations of right, b'lc has 
made by it large sacnficea of uujust do^ 
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minion and power; hhe lias reliuqnii'bed 
her usurpation of proTiiices, kingdoms, 
ami empires; she has renouaeed, for 
ever, 1 trust, renounced her impious pro¬ 
ject of universal soveicignty; she has 
withdrawn herself nearly, for the sike of 
example and juniire, 1 wituld it had been 
wholly vtiihin the boundaries of her for- 
im r territory. Why is it, that of all the 
crimes with which she had visited the 
earth, our indiiliteiice has only been ex¬ 
tended to the Slave Trade? W'erc her 
other concessions puridy voluntary ? Did 
I I'pciitance, did justice alone dictate them ? 
By the fall ot an iiiiibilious and rapaciou'. 
usurper, her countiU, we may well be¬ 
lieve it, are become more moderate. We 
give lull credit to the better dispositions 
of a legitimate and virtuous niunarcli. 
But was It by his discretion that the con¬ 
ditions of this treaty were regulated ? 
W as he enabled, b\’ the .situation of his 
coinitrj’, to select at.d to apportion the sa¬ 
crifices which .she has made, in atonement 
of so many years of guilt, and as a just and 
neceSjary peace-offei ing to mankind ? Is 
nothing to be ascribed to the predomi¬ 
nance of a victorious league ? [Nothing to 
the indignant lesentinent of so many na¬ 
tions, stimulated by long suffeiing, and 
intolerable insult, to an unanioions and 
irresistible tfK>rl ^ Had tlic day.s of Leip- 
sir and Viltoria, bad the triumphs of the 
Russian or the (lerntan sovereigns, had 
the trophies of our own illusUiuus com¬ 
mander DO weight in this negociation ? 
And to what^ purpose more honourable to 
him, to what!%urpose more glorious to 
our country, could the achievements of 
British valour be applied, than to the 
niainieiiance of this proudest work of 
British justice ? 

Tbo«e, on the contrary, who have 
thought it lawful to sanction, by this arti. 
cle, the revival of the Slave Trade, those 
who now applaud the policy, or ac(]uiesce 
in the supposed nece>«Mty of that disho¬ 
nourable contract, must believe that 
France bad still the power to maintain 
iniquity by arms. There is no other 
ground on which it can be defended. I 
ask, then, if that was her situation, why 
do we boast of our forbearance ? On what 
ground do our allies lay claim to the 
praise of moderation Is it not from the 
conscioubiiflss of superior force ? Let no 
man suppose that 1 would justify, much 
less advise, the abuse of that superionty. 
All just men, all wise men, would depre¬ 
cate it. Leagued ior ntttionai iadepend- 
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rnce, and trionipbing over unprincipled 
ambition, it would ill-become the sove¬ 
reigns of countries so receiillv delivered 
from invasion and subjugation, to employ 
their re-eslabliDlied power in piojecisto 
des(K>il others, or to aggtandize them¬ 
selves. The means, the circuiiiht.mces of 
their deliverance, anibotize no such at- 
tetiiplb. (ioti forbid! The triumph of 
justice is no foundation fur robbery : the 
blessing of Providence on self-delence, af¬ 
fords no encouragement to aggres'uon. 
But our prcpoudeiance, 1 repeat it, was 
irresistible in the cause of right. Can 
you doubt ii ? l>nce more I entreat you, 
look at the treaty itself. Our albts, in all 
that they could reasonably avk from the 
common enemy, (such she then was, but 
now I trust no longer so to be considered,) 
have fully succeeded. They forgot re¬ 
sentment, they disclaimed ambition ; jus¬ 
tice they lequired, and justice they have 
obtained. In every other instance, to 
every other power in Lurope justice has 
been rendered by France : to Great Bri¬ 
tain only she has refused it, and on the 
single subject of this article ! What man 
really believes that, if urged with equal 
earnestness, this point alone was unattain¬ 
able? What credulity will acquiesce in 
the pretence, that to extort from France 
the surrender of her conquests was easy, 
to dissuade her from the revival of the 
Slave Trade impracticable ? 

But in this case it belonged to us not to 
ask but to grant ; not to solicit but to pre¬ 
scribe the conditions necessary to effect 
our purpose. The means of enforcing it 
were exclusively in our own hands. Our 
interests, our glory were concerned in its 
success ; to us the right had accrued, by 
us the claim could ellectuaily have been 
maintained, by our act alone could it ever 
have been surrendeicd. From what set¬ 
tlements in Aliica, to what colonies in the 
W'est Indies is it, titat France now designs 
to carry on the Slave Tiade ? Wliat 
coasts will she pollute with this iniquity, 
what countries will she desolate, what seaa 
will she dye with blood ? Those only 
wli'ch we occupied, those of which, we 
and our allies were in the undisturbed 
possession, tiiose to which no access could 
possibly iiave been opened to France, but 
by the intervention of Great Britain. 

Alt exception, I am told, is to be mnda 
to this as'-ertion, the exce.ption of Si, Do¬ 
mingo ; a name at the very souiul of 
which any man should sink into the earth 
who haa made himself a party to the re- 
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▼ival of the SUto Trade even for an hoar! 
Of that exception 1 shall presently speak. 
AH U»e other colonies of France were in 
the bands of the allies, and all her settle* 
merits in Africa were occupied by our¬ 
selves. 

Why then were all these surrendered 
Vvithout stipulating the abolition of the 
Slave Trade i What pretext can be Ibuiid 
for this gratuitous sacrihee of justice aitd 
honour ? What motive could recommend 
to those, who administered the interests of 
Great Britain, this wanton violation of her 
most sacred duties? I condemn not the 
restitution of our conquests-. In this great 
settlement of the interests of mankind, it 
was not fitting that we should struggle to 
retain these acquisitions either for profit 
or dominion. I wish only that we bad 
made them the pledges and security for 
justice. It is the interest of Great Britain 
that wars should cease; that the indepen- 
rlence of nations should be respected, their 
overnments secure, their rights inviola- 
le. Our possession of the French co1o> 
nies gave us a decisive influence in this 
negpciation: to the peace and freedom of 
Europe it was fit to apply that influence; 
and if it shall be found that by their ces¬ 
sion those objects have been secured, I do 
not hesitate to applaud it as just and ad¬ 
vantageous. But could we not at the same 
time so qualify our grant that it should 
neither operate to the destruction of others, 
nor woik our own dishonour ? If we were 
liberal to ooreneniy, if we were generous in 
our concern for other countries, was there 
no claim upon us for juslif-e to those to 
whom our protection had been pledged ? 
In their case we have not only violated our 
own peculiar duties, wc have departed 
even from the established practice of all 
civilizod nations. In every other instance 
of restitution or surrender which, for cen*, 
lories, has been neguciated in Europe, in 
every other article by which this very 
treaty transfers the possession of any terri¬ 
tories, provision has always been made for 
the security of their inhabitants. No other 
individual of any countries ceded or re¬ 
stored, can be disturbed or molested in 
person or tn property. In Africa only, 
whole nations are avowedly consigned by 
this surrender lo plunder and massacre: 
in the^ hour of triumph only, under the 
awful impressions of her own recent dan¬ 
gers, and as a return to- heaven for her 
own deliverance. Great Britain has sa- 
crificed those whom the events of this 
Jong piotracted contest bad committed to 
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her protection. It is on the etre of re" 
turning peace, in the very moment in 
which she proclaims tranquillity and se¬ 
curity to the world that she has^ by her 
own spontaneous contract sent over a 
w'hole continent this fiery brand, the har¬ 
binger of perpetual desolation. 

1 reflect, with deep affliction, that this 
humiliation and guilt, if it could have 
been apprehended, might have been pre¬ 
vented by your lordships. The Address 
which has this night been read, and thu 
assurances which we received in answer, ' 
do indeed, even as they now stand, appear 
to me sufFicicntly expressive of the just 
expectations of parliament, and of our 
country. Our own demand for an imme¬ 
diate and total abolition of the Slave 
Trade, and the promi.se. of our goveinnient 
to labour earnestly foi that object, arc nut 
easily reconciled with a gratuitous agree¬ 
ment fur the continuance of that wicki'd- 
ness, still less with an active nilerpnsnion 
for its revival. But the clrbt of jusrre 
might, 1 acknowledge it, have been still 
more unequivocally claimed. Had our 
Address expressly dcmanJ«'d from the 
crown, and in such terms as shniiM have 
excluded even the possibility of cavil, 
that none of those colonies or seillements, 
in which our country had for ever piohi- 
bited the Slave Trade, should be yieUled 
up again to any power on eaith w-ithoiit a 
stipulation ensuring to them the cniiti- 
nuance of that blessing, what inemher of a 
British House of Lords would not zea¬ 
lously have supported it ? yad the j-ist 
claim and right of parlianAtit to this ac ■ 
quiescence in its solemn determniation 
been explicitly and aulhoritanvelv noti¬ 
fied to the servants of the public, what 
minister would have had the liatdihood to 
disregard them ? Our dem.md most in 
that case have been seasonably and timely 
brougiit forward by those who tieated for 
us ; Slated in the very outset of the nego- 
ciations, urged with an earnestness pio- 
portioned to its inestimable impoctanre, and 
annexed, as an inseparable coiidilion, to 
every discussion for the .surrender of our 
conquests. And who then could doubt the 
certainty of its success? That this imperious 
necessity was not imposed upon our govern¬ 
ment who does not now lament ? 1 grieva 
for the omission, its consequences 1 shall 
never cease to deplore. They are the 
more painful to me, because 1 myself con¬ 
curred in dissuading this unusual but ne¬ 
cessary measure, recommended by the 
better judgment of others, who fiu more. 
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correctly estimated the impending danger. 

How bhalt I now apologize for my error i 
How shall I justify m your lordships, or 
to myself^ this pernicious and misplaced 
confidence? I trusted indeed to solemn 
and reiterated assurances. 1 g,tve credit 
for feelings congenial with my own. Even 
in the absence of ertry sentiment which 
each a subject should inspire, 1 still be¬ 
lieved that the unanimous wishes of our 
country, and the general concurrence of 
mankind, would be of powerful, of irre¬ 
sistible force to prevent the possibility of 
what hat now been done. Such an act 1 
was per>uaded could not be in the contem¬ 
plation of any public men. It could not 
be their desire to be transmitted to pos¬ 
terity, as the revivers of the accursed Slave 
Trade. Whatever bad been their former 
conduct on that subject, (hey could not 
wish (ho 1 thought, and so 1 argued) to 
undenniiie the iiobiest monument of the 
gloiy of their country, and to annihilate 
the most extensive work of practical good, 
whii h benevolence and justice have ever 
yet achieved tor the interests of mankind. 
We were told this day, in reference to 
that great commander, whose victories 
have added lustre to the British character 
—and just was the sentiment, and well 
was it applied—that next to the conscious¬ 
ness of virtue, its purest reward on earth 
is the recoileclioii of its having contributed i 
to the happiness of our fellow creatures. 
Who then could believe, that such an 
opportunity as this would be wilfully 
neglected for confirming to millions bles¬ 
sings almosWi^yond the power of man to 
bestow ? Wbo could anticipate that any 
British miinateis would wantonly expose 
themselves to the remorse and anguish of 
reflecting how dteadful both in its present 
infliction and future consequences, how 
widely diffused, how long continued must 
be the wretchedness which they have now 
created; how many inilivitluals, bow 
many families, how many generations, 
what incalcttlable numbers of helpless 
beings, what an unmeasurable extent of 
the provinces and regions of Africa, 
reaching from its btood-aiained coasts back 
to its ininoet and inaccessible solitudes, 
what an immense and fearful proportion 
of mankind this article, with heedless in¬ 
difference and cruelty, has delivered up to 
alavery andi death* to misery and deso¬ 
lation 1 

1 went further. 1 not only con¬ 
cluded this unqualified surrender not to 
be in the intention of our government) 1 
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doubted, and on mature reflection I still 
more strongly doubt, whether it was legally 
within their competence. 

Parliament has long since proscribe^ 
the Slave Trade, not as q prohibited 
wrong, but as a moral crime; declared it 
repugnant to universal justice, and 
stamped upon it the character and pnnish- 
ment of ignominious guilt. Under what 
authority then have our ministers assumed, 
to covenant for its continuance ? By what 
warrant of English law have they com¬ 
promised and bargained for felony ? 
Where shall we look for that prerogative 
which the crown itself has exercised in this 
case } A claim of more than dispensing 
power; a pretension not to suspend but 
to abrogate our statutes) an undertaking 
to subject to a nefarious iniquity those 
very countries which our legislature had 
expressly exempted from it! Is it per¬ 
mitted to a British monarch to sanction 
by sovereign power, to facilitate by regal 
intervention, and to guarantee by the 
public faith, crimes, which not only violafae 
our own laws but transgress the eternal 
bouniiancH of good and evil ? I know not 
how tins assumed pre-emioence of power 
over right, this open warranty of acknow¬ 
ledged guilt could be defended under any 
foini of govi niiiient administered by law. 
But 1 am certain that there are many and 
strong grounds for considering it a high 
misdemeanour against the British con- 
siiiuiion. Nor can I discern on what 
grounds of justice our laws can punish as a 
telun the man who delivers into slavery a 
few individuals, if our treaties in the same 
moment can proclaim impunit}^ to tbosu 
wbo inflict this misery on millions ! 

Will It be pretended that this unlawful 
act was necessary for peace ? No man 
can beWeve-it. Even if it were so, you 
would not hesitate to answer that peace 
is too-dearly purchased by the breach of 
our constitution, and by the violation of 
natural Justice. But how is it possible ia 
this case to listen to such a defence ? 1 
will not repeat what 1 have said of tbb 
relative situation of the powers who treated- 
Look at the subject itself, bee the ab¬ 
horrence with which these crimes are 
viewed by all who do not participate in 
their iolqoitous gain; and then decide 
what credit is due to those who insinuate 
—.they have never ventured to assert — 
that me revival of the f^ave Trade was 
made by F.raqcf an indispensable con¬ 
dition of peace. The fact is utterly, in- 
eredipla. iKte papers which I now move 
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for would, I am coofidont, disprove it. Oor 
Kcasun rejects it, our feelings revolt at it. 
Could such a tneuacc, l>rougl)i forward in 
ibis negociaiion, and for sucli- a purpose 
intimidate any British agent into a sub- 
j^ishion which dUlionours our national 
character ? What could he fear in such a 
cause ? The voice of our own country ? 
The spirit of France ? The opinion of 
Europe? Or that righteous judgment on 
which the issues of war depend ? Alter 
the honourable labours of twenty years, 
was ibis a yoke to which Great Britain 
should bow down her iicck in victory ? 
We had arrested by our unshaken per¬ 
severance the long progress of iniquity. 
Fearless and unanimous in the cause of 
justice, our glorious country had courted 
the hate of the triumphant oppressor, 
di lied his bitter revitings, and turned 
back his sanguinary menaces upon his 
own head. The niodcialion of onr people 
in success had equalled their Qrmness in 
danger. We had tendered to France in 
in this negotialio , more than either justice 
or reason could demand; we had treated 
with her not as with an enemy but as with 
a fri'end and confederate in the war; we 
had olfeied to her the restitution of all her 
colonics, wc were forward to re-establish 
her in the full possession of her former 
territory and power, formidable, too for¬ 
midable, as experience had already proved 
tliem, to our own tranquillity and to the 
independence of Europe. Ffolwilhstand- 
ing all that wc had suiiered from her in¬ 
justice, and all that we might still fear 
from her ambition, we had laboured to 
aetnre to her the same rank antong the 
nations, the same authority and weight 
which she before possessed in the well- 
balanced system of European power. 
This wag the general sentiment, the uni- 
vcrsaldesire of our country—no longer the, 
enemy but the li lend and well wisher of 
France. What an insult would it have 
been bad she told us in return, take back 
your proil'ers j your sacrifices of present 
advantage we reject, your pledges of 
future friendship we disdain, rapine and 
inuider are the concessions we require at 
your hands, by your own guilt only can 
our hostiliiy be appeased, no peace ofier- 
ing is acceptable to us unless it be steeped 
in, the blood of our fellow creatures! It 
cannot be. This desperate and overbear¬ 
ing insolence, this iii'-atiate thirst for war, 
this longing appetite and craving for blond 
might characiertze the former tyrant of 
^France: they are directly opposed to Uie 
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virtues of her present sovereign. Still less 
can we believe that so monstrous a decla¬ 
ration could be extorted from him by the 
opinion of bis people. Bid they still sigh 
for war ? Was this an object for which, in 
(he hour of defeat and danger, they could 
be reconciled to the continuance of their 
sufferings? What consolation would the 
slavery of their fellow creatures ofier to 
them for a conscription desolating their 
own families ? What would it profit them 
to purchase, by the destruction of France, 
the right of ravaging Africa ? 

But suppose them still unsatiated with 
misery. Grant that they wished once 
mure to challenge the world to arms for 
the maintenance of wrong, that they 
panted to range themselves under this 
bloody standard. Ilow was the contest 
to be supported ? By the strength of 
France ? It had in that very moment bceu 
tried in the balance and found wanting. 
Would the justice of this cause, would its 
humanity entitle it to the favour of other 
powers, or call down protection from 
above ? I have heard of many bad reasons 
for undci taking and continuing war. 
Governments have m every age been loo 
prone to this fetriblccxtreniily ; too easily 
have all nations been inflamed to mutual 
slaughter by the evil passions of their 
rulers. But a w’ar for continuing the 
Slave Trade ! A resort to arms for per¬ 
mission to violate the principles of uni¬ 
versal justice! An appeal to heaven for 
its blessing on the righteous cause of 
robbery and murder! Is this what om 
government have feared ? On this ground 
have they distrusted the long tried for¬ 
titude and magnanimity of their country ? 
To this danger have they surrendered up 
our principles and honour; to fly from 
this have we incurred the disgrace, not 
only of sanctioning the most flagitious 
wickedness but of appearing to sanction 
it for gain ? 

For it is useless to dissemble it. Such 
must inevitably be the judgment of other 
nations on this treaty. It has secured to 
our country commercial profits, and colo¬ 
nial acquisitions at the expense of France; 
inconsiderable in value, I admit it, bnt 
still sufficient to brand our national cha¬ 
racter w’itb the dishonour of interested 
guilt. To France The renewal of the 
Slave Trade is conceded, into her hands 
we deliver up the wretched inhabitants of 
Africa, and from her in return we receive 
back these advantages: the contract is 
reciprocal, the transactions simnUaneoas; , 
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included in the same treaty, never will 
they be separated in the opinion of 
mankind. 

In vain, then, is the alternative of war 
suggested to us. In vain, arc we asked, 
whether the renewal of hostilities would 
not have been too dear a price for our in¬ 
nocence and honour. I hope no member 
of this assembly so considers it. But 
never was this negociation brought to any 
such issue. Before the question of war 
could arise, the question of acquisition 
must be disposed of. Wc have consented 
to revive and guarantee the Slave Trade, 
not because we feared war, but because 
we thirsted for more extended possessions. 
By the sacrifice of these wc might have 
preserved botli peace and innocence. 
Such will be the just judguicnt, both of 
the present time, and of posterity; the 
opinion of impartial men in all ages. Had 
you renounced, they will tell us, your de¬ 
sire of aggrandizement; had you subdued 
your appetite for power, you might have 
maintained the glory of uncontaminated 
virtue. If you could no otherwise refuse 
yourselves to a dishonourable contract for 
guilt, you might have proHered in ex¬ 
change for it, the abandonment of these 
acquisitions; an exchange which Btance 
most certainly would gladly have accept¬ 
ed. Till that oiler shall have been made 
and icfused, whatever present, sihaievcr 
future advantages you hope fir from this 
treaty, mu»t be considered as the price of 
blood. It is not lawful to put them into 
the account of your power, to legister 
them among the honourable possessions 
of your empire, acquired by a just title, 
and maintained by virtuous exertions. 

Yet, though we have signed and scaled 
with France this covenant for slavery, 
though we have iraiTicked and bargained 
with, her for profit in blood, wc shall still 
be told, that we have made to her no new 
concession. The whole extent of our 
grant, it will be said, was alreaily within 
her power. Without our intervention, she 
might carry on the Slave Trade; without 
our sanction, desolate the nations of Africa. 
If it was 80 , why, then, did she extort, why 
did we concede this article ? A gratuitous 
humiliation,dishonouiable to us, unprofit¬ 
able to heiself. But Ictus examine the foun¬ 
dation of this assertion. It rests exciu.sively 
on the present Mtuation of St Domingo. 
Her colonies in the leeward islands, her 
possessions in south America, her African 
settlements were confessedly in the hands 
of the allies. But in St. Domingo, vve 


are told, she might re-establish the Slave 
Trade; there she might carry it on to an 
extent of which no human misery, hither* 
to known upon the earth, can alford the 
faintest image. There she might revel in 
blood, feast on the contemplation of what 
this wickedness has already produced, 
and labour, undisturbed, to perpetuate the 
same horrors for all succeeding genera¬ 
tions. 

And were it so, yet could this be our 
justification! Would her crimes sanctify 
ours ? Too often, already, has this wretch¬ 
ed plea been urged in vindication of the 
Slave Trade, 1 trusted it had been for 
ever silenced by the victorious elnqiu nee 
of virtue. Never will the cxauijde of 
blood palliate the guilt of blood. We 
arc not permitted to plunder the traveller 
icbl he should fall into the hands of rob¬ 
bers, or to anticipate, with our own dag¬ 
gers, the murderous purpose of liis !iss.issin. 

But, in truth, my lords, the case of St, 
Domingo, so far from lessening, aggra¬ 
vates, in the highest degree, the wicked¬ 
ness of this stipulation. If there be, w ith- 
in the whole circle and range of. evil 
created by the revival of the Slave Tiade 
of France, one object more revohiiig, one 
danger more terrible than iln- r- st, we 
shall find tlieip in that very quarter where 
the advocates of tins article look for its 
apology, (jod forbid that the project 
should really be enteitaitied of le-people- 
ing Miai colony with slaves ! The bare 
so‘picion, the very possibility of such a 
pm pose, &o far from teaching us to view, 
with uidifi’. rence, the act we have t um- 
mitted, must strike more iciror and re¬ 
morse into our minds, than all that mass 
of other wickedness, which our conniv¬ 
ance in these crime.s is about to re-pro¬ 
duce. (lolcl, indeed, must be the sensa¬ 
tions of that man, hard and insensible his 
heart, formed in no common mould, tem¬ 
pered with no human qualities, who can 
look back with any other feelings, upon 
the history of St. Domingo ; wiio can re¬ 
collect the past consequences of such an 
attempt, and calmly leflect upon the ine¬ 
vitable pflects of its renewal. But what 
Fiiglidiman, with such a picture before 
his eyes, can see, without shuddering, 
th.it the revival of the French Slave 
Trade the souice and fountain of all this 
misery, is sanctioned by the recogn non 
of Ills own country, authorized by her 
public faith, and can be accomplished 
only by her delibetate intervenuuu and 
voluntary aid ? 
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On tbii tttrt nf my subject I forbear to 
enlarge. Much more 1 should hare said, 
in jUkHcn*tb’my own feelings, much more 
in jamice to the cause which I hare un- 
tfenaken, but I am restrained by consider* 
ntions which 1 am sure youriordships will 
n|>prove. I cannot believe, that any such 
aangiimary purpose has ever once entered 
into the contemplation of the present so¬ 
vereign of France. His hiimauity, his 
wisdom most forbid it. By a dreadful 
lesson has that country leafnt what tor* 
Tents of African, what torrents of Eu¬ 
ropean blood most be shed in such an at¬ 
tempt, through what a scene of carnage 
and desolation it must be pursued, what 
wickedness, beyond all power of language, 
is inseparably attendant on every stage of 
its progress, from its first dreadful con¬ 
ception, to the horrid, but unattainable 
hope of its final execution. These consi¬ 
derations, if the martter were a subject of 
British deliberation, i should never cease 
Vo urge upon the legislature of my coun¬ 
try. My tongue niust fail me, my band 
forget its powers, sense and life itself must 
be extinguished, before 1 could cea<e to 
call down the indignation of mankind, 
to invoke the just Judgments of Heaven, 
on the authors of so flagitious an enter¬ 
prise. 

But to whatever quarter it may be in¬ 
tended to carry the unhappy victims of 
the Slave Trade, whatever be the destined 
scene of their unceasing and hopeless mi¬ 
sery, let it be remembered that from 
Africa they will be torn: from that conti¬ 
nent, whose shores and commerce we have 
restored to France for the avowed and 
stipulated purpose of this cruel ry. Nearly 
a thousand miles of that coast had already 
been cleared of the Slave Trade ; and all 
the adjacent countries rescued from its 
destructive influence. By us this worlf 
bad been achieved. We had encouraged 
the nations of that extensive district to 
look with confidence to us for the conti¬ 
nuance of these blessings. We have now 
surrendered them up again, unprotected 
and defenceless, without one thought of 
provident kindness, wiHiotn: one stipula¬ 
tion of niitigatiug metviy. We have co- 
vmanted that Prance may rephnge their 
cuuntrjf into barbarism; may pollute it 
with- tnesh crimes, and desolate it with 
fresh wan. We have permitted, we 
alone have enabled her to carry away ite 
inhabiUMitt into perpetual slavery. Tfaia 
ant is ours. -We Cannot discharge our¬ 
selves fremih 
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It is painful to dwell upon these topics; 

I will no longer urge them. Your lord- 
ships feel them deeply ; and if you hesi¬ 
tate to adopt the motion which 1 shall this 
day propose to you, it is from no appro¬ 
bation of this article—Gud forbid yon 
should approve it—but from the hope 
that, at the ensoing Congress, all its mis¬ 
chiefs may yet be repaired. 1 trust it 
will be so. Experience has taught us, in 
this cause, never to despair ? We have, 
indeed, neglected our most favourable op¬ 
portunity ; we have relinquished a posi¬ 
tion of unassailable advantage. Unfortu¬ 
nate has been our departure from that 
course where success was infallible; that 
course which parliament itself had unani¬ 
mously advised. Wisely bad your lord- 
ships recommended, that the abolition of 
the Slave Trade should be proclaimed at 
Paris by the united voice of this country 
and her allies, proihulgated in the boor of 
victory, as a principle of public law, and 
basis of future peace, and incorporated, as 
an indefeasible condition, in the great 
charter of national independence. What 
facilities, what advantages, would not 
have attended that proposal f What splen¬ 
dour would nut the triumph of Europe 
have derived from a decree which gave 
life and liberty to Africa? With what 
submissive reverence would not the na¬ 
tions have then received this law of jus¬ 
tice, this sacred covenant of mercy, at 
the hands of those mighty sovereigns, 
clothed, in that hour, with all the power 
of conquerors, ait the authority of le¬ 
gislators, and all the influence of benefac¬ 
tors? 

But it is past; that fortunate mo¬ 
ment is for ever past. And very difierent 
mast now again be the siiuation of 
this great cause. It must be treated and 
bargained fur by contract, and agree¬ 
ment; obtained by solicitation, or pur¬ 
chased by sacrifice. It is thrown once 
more exclusively upon Great Britain. 
She must negociate for it with those very 
powers who have hithero most pertina¬ 
ciously resisted it, either from niisiaken 
interest or inveterate prejudice. We rouit 
' supplicate from France the renunciaiiua 
I of lAis sanguinary traffic, after having our* 

I selves guaranteed to her its continuance; 

I We must solicit the same concession from 
Spain and Portugal, who refused it, as we 
are told, to the eamett entreaties of our 
govenimeat, at a time when our flag alone 
protected their slave ships, and our arms 
.defemkHd their ports* All this we must * 
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accomplish under circumstaaoes of in¬ 
creased and increasing difficulty. The 
nations will be no longer joined in one 
common interest, no longer a^d by the 
deep impressions of danger, hardly yet es¬ 
caped, of deliverance still imperfectly 
achieved: our own influence will have 
been les'iened, and the union of our allies 
enfeebled; the countries of the peninsula 
will have ceased to depend on Great 
Britain for their safety, the territory of 
b'raiice will have been evacuated by the 
powers of the continent, and we shall our¬ 
selves have ceded back to her those con¬ 
quests, which, while they remained hi our 
possession, aflbrded to us sure pledges for 
the attainment of our object and certain 
means of inforcing its execution. 

Yet, I repeat it, let us not despair. The 
best of all resources still remains to us, in 
the firmness and spirit of our countrymen ; 
in tiieir determination 'and in ours never 
to submit to this opprobrious wrong. Of 
nitimiite success we can no longer doubt. 
The indifference, the silence of this House, 
had it been possible that you could be 
indifferent or silent in such a crisis, might 
indeed have been fatal to Airica. 'I'he 
acquiescence of our country in this dis¬ 
honourable stipulation must have repinnged 
that continent into irretrievable mistiy 
and rum. But the declared and unshaken 
resolution of the British parliament will 
henceforth command atientiun to these 
sacred interests; the onani(nou.s determi¬ 
nation of the British people, that burst of 
virtuous feeling which has so nobly as¬ 
serted this great cause, and vindicated to 
all posterity our national chaiacter, are 
the certain harbingers of victory and 
triumph. 

W hat part then in such a moment best 
becomes this House f What share is it fitt¬ 
ing that your lordships should take in the 
exertions, which must still be made, in 
the glory which still awaits your country f 
It is for you to lead, not to follow your 
fellow-subjects in the paths of virtue and 
honour. It is in your power to give peace 
and seenrity to millions. Cast not this 
duty on others. Ascertain, by the inves¬ 
tigation of past failure, the best means of 
present exertion. Redeem, by your own 
wisdom, the errors of your government. 
Point out to them once more the way to 
that final triumph which a compliance 
with your injunctions would already have 
achieved ; and which, under every disap- 

g ointment, U still confidently expected 
on the wisdom and energy of a Briti^ 
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legislature, and from the constmey of 
a virtuous people. 

Awful, indeed, is the decision to which 
we are thus called. On the resolutioiiv 
which we are now to take, depend the ifiae- 
cence and honour of our own rouoiry, the 
security of millions, ibe happiness of 
many generations, the peace and civilise* 
tion of a whole continent. How shall 
these objects be best attained i What pre¬ 
sent, what final determination of this 
Hou-e, will most efiectually contribute to 
accomplish fur mankind a bleshiitg whose 
magnitude no thought can grasp, whose 
value no imagination can exaggerate i It 
is a fearful thing for any individual to in- 
terppse advice where the consequences 
of error are so extensive, its eflects so 
fatal. And yet, 1 feel, that the duty of 
this day will have been imperfectly dis- 
cliargen if I am silent on tbi:, question. 

The opinion which 1 shall humbly offier 
to you, rests, indeed, on no doubtful 
grounds. It is founded alike in the cir¬ 
cumstances and in the character of our 
cause. Other measures may possibly 
prove efFectUiil, the success of this would 
be certain. You have already abolbhed 
the Stave Trade in the French settlements 
and colonies. Y<>u siili possess the means 
of preventing its revival. Never let them 
be reiinqtu-hed until that object be se¬ 
cured. This is your saered duty. If that 
duty admits of mniiification and compro¬ 
mise, refer it to negociaiion. If you de¬ 
sire only to narrow the limits, or to shorten 
the siipulated duration of that wickedness 
tor which we have now covenanted with 
France; if you setk from other powers, 
some pretended mitigation only of this 
i'uilt, some illusory hope of its future abo¬ 
lition in reiuni for your sanction and war¬ 
rant of its present cuniiiiuance, such en¬ 
deavours may not improperly be inter¬ 
mixed with the details of teriitorial and 
commercial adjnstnieiil. But if ynu repro¬ 
bate this stipulation as a aanifice not of 
profit but of principle ; if you abhor the 
crime which it would bind you to perpe- 
tr ite,and are folly piirpo.sed that no hope,no 
fear shall ever make you instrumental in it 
even for the shortest period ; in that case 
justice and wisdom require, your interest 
and your dignity demand, that you should 
speak and act with the decision of men 
conscious of right. Suspend at once the 
execution of this unhallowed article. 
Withhold the restitotion of your conquests. 
Persevere in that decision, nosed need by 
promise, imterrified by menace, until you 
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have irrevocably established the abolition 
of the Slavo Trade. 

Great is the importance to every coon. 
try« inestimable is the value to Great 
Britain of maintaiiiing inviolate its public 
faith. But no contract is binding whose 
performance is unlawful; no treaty valid 
which stipulates for crime. To fulHt 
such engagements is in itself a disre-. 
gard and breach of prior and stronger 
obligatiotas. This is the concurrent de¬ 
claration of every mpralist; the judg¬ 
ment of reason, the unerring sentence of 
religion. In doubtful cases only can its 
application be disputed; how irresistible is 
its force where our covenant itself con¬ 
tains an unblushing avowal of its own 
iniquity ! 

Nor will your lordships by such a reso¬ 
lution over-step the limits of parliamentary 
duty. Lawful treaties sanctioned by the 
seal of the sovereign are binding no doubt 
on the public faith. No man questions it. 
Bui against a stipulation which implicates 
our country in tue guilt of blood lias par¬ 
liament no power to interpose ? Where 
caq the British nation look in such a case 
but to that authority on which our govern¬ 
ment itself is at this very hour esta¬ 
blished f to that authority which speaks 
in the name and acts for tlie protection of 
all the estates of the people of this realm ? I 

I need not remind you of former in¬ 
stances of such interposition on much 
weaker grounds. 1 need not in speaking to 
such an assembly as this, argue those well- 
understood and admitted principles which 
except extreme cases from the general 
course and practice of ail civil institutions. 
Under that description, I say it with re¬ 
luctance, under that description falls the 
question which we are now considering. 
This is an extreme case; a case where 
the prior and paramount laws of universal 
and eternal justice, mast of necessity super¬ 
sede tlie local and partial obligations of any 
separate community. On every ground this 
contract is void. We cannot covenant 
for crime ; we cannot barter away the 
rights of others ; the lives and liberties ot 
the nations of Africa have not been placed 
by our Creator at the disposal of France 
aM England. 

Bat when Ithus impeach the validity 
of tbis stipulation and deny its binding 
force, let it be distinctly understood that 
my opinion is grounded not on its im¬ 
policy, but on its iniquity. We are com- 
polled to refuse ourselves to its execution, 
not because ittnust prejudice our intetests, 
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but because it would make us accomplices 
in guilt. 

The inexpediency of this engagement I 
have parpsisely forborne to argue. It has 
not the weight of a feather in the balance, 
when compared with tiiose topics, which I 
have this day submitted to your feelings. 

1 conld not bring myself to dwell on such 
considerations when the revival of the 
Slave Trade was in question. Nor could 
it indeed have been necessary to urge 
them. They arc obvious to all your lord¬ 
ships. You are well apprized what ruin¬ 
ous speculations, this revival of the Slave 
Trade will infallibly produce in the French 
islands; you know by wbat inevitable 
consequence these must expose your own 
planters to an unequal and uncommercial 
competition. You need not be reminded, 
that the dangers of internal and domestic 
ruin from the continual importation of 
fresh slaves, that the example and the in- 
iluence of such scenes as St. Domingo has 
exhibited, must, by a dreadful, but infalli¬ 
ble necessity extend themselves to your 
own colonies. You are fully sensible 
also, of all the embarras^meuts with which 
this stipulation will clog the execution of 
your own laws. How diflicult it will be 
to prevent the application of Btitish ca¬ 
pital to this wickedness when authorized 
by France. How large a portion of this 
trade will really be carried on in her 
name by your own subjects; how much of 
it will be diverted to the supply oT your 
own colonies, under a pretended desti¬ 
nation to those with which they are 
so closely intermixed in the West In¬ 
dian seas. Nor can you di<igui8c from 
yourselves or from the world, what a 
mockery it would be to talk of abolishing 
the Slave Trade in the settlements of Hol¬ 
land or of Portugal, if you yourselves shall 
have re-sstabiished it in French Guiana. 

To these familiar and obvious conside¬ 
rations, your own foresight will already 
have snperadded the painful reflection 
of the precariousness of peace iUelf under 
the stipulations of this article ; your wis¬ 
dom will have anticipated the mutual irri¬ 
tation, the perpetual debate and menace, 
the final anu nbt remote hostility which 
must so certainly result from these eva¬ 
sions of laws, whose violation we can never 
disregard, and from the measures of ligo- 
rous, though inefiectual precaution, which 
must of necessity be opposed to such a 
danger. 

These mischiefs you justly think your 
government should' have weighed, youx 
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negociators have prevented in the arrange¬ 
ment of this pacification. No principle is 
better established in. the law of nations, 
than that which entitled you when you 
restored to France her colonies, to stipu¬ 
late, that her possession of them sbolild 
be so regulated, as not to become, from 
any intermediate change of circttnistance.s, 
more prejudicial to your interests than it 
was before the war. 

But never let us forget that these mo¬ 
tives, though of irresistible force against 
concluding such a treaty, ailbrd no ground 
whatever for annulling it. That deterini- 
uatiun can rest on one foundation only, 
the foundation of eternal justice ; that act 
can be supported only by the deliberate 
conviction, that to fulfil this engagement 
would be to plunge your country into the 
infamy and guilt of rapine and murder: 
that this stipulation binds yon not nierel}’’ 
to permit, to countenance, to sanction 
*hose crimes, but to make yourselves the 
accomplices and in.slionients of their per¬ 
petration. This it IS wikicli has filled your 
people with horror. They have too plain¬ 
ly seen, that by the hands of Great Britain 
these victims are delivered up to slaughter. 
They shudder to reflect, that when inqui¬ 
sition shall be made for innocent blood, it 
IS not from France only that the lives of 
millions will be required. To offer an 
asylum to a fugitive in peiil of death is 
in my own choice. 1 may grant, I may 
rciuse it. But if, when invited and pro¬ 
tected ih my house, 1 thrust him forth 
U|)on the daggers of his assassins, knowing 
and seeing that they are waiting at my 
door resolved and armed for his destruc¬ 
tion, if I make myself a party to ^their 
bloody denunciations, if 1 bargain and 
contract for my own profit to connive at, 
to abet, and even to aid thoir cruelty, am 
I innocent of the moral guilt, am 1 itino- 
cent even of the legal crime of his, mur¬ 
der? There is no tribunal, there is no 
law on earth that would not exact my life 
in just retribution for his. How vain then 
is the hope, how impious the belief, that 
those pretences which are nugatory even 
in the sight of man, will avail us to evade 
the unerring justice of heaven, or that the 
deformity of our own guilt can ever be 
cloaked by any wickedness of others from 
the eyes of an all-seeing Providence! 

. And here, my lords, 1 close my state¬ 
ment. To this reflection what can be 
added? And yet 1 would it were in 
my power, before 1 finally submit this 
great cause to your decision, to exhibit to 


you not the iniquity only, the blood¬ 
stained iniquity of this stipulation (that I 
fear I have too clearly shewn), but also 
the full extent of its dreadful and heart¬ 
rending' consequences. But 1 know my¬ 
self unequal to the task. I have no powers 
of language to detail to you this misery. I- 
cannot paint to you in the dark and ter¬ 
rific colouring of truth the varied and in¬ 
tolerable woes which the Slave Trade in¬ 
flicts upon its wretclu'd victims ; or those 
numeaburable calamities with which it de¬ 
solates the whole cnniincnt of Africa. 
Would to God that 1 could place them 
even in their faintest image before your 
eyes! 'I'hat you could see and judge the 
suftermg.s of any one only among those 
millions of your fellow creatures in whose 
behalt 1 plead ! That you could witness 
the whole course .ind progress of his mi¬ 
sery I The anguish with which he views 
those fetters which first maik him as 
the property of a master; the despair 
with which be enters that ship which is 
to carry him an ay a desolate and hope¬ 
less captive to an unknown country. That 
ship, that .scene of unimagined miseries 
so much more terrible in their reality 
than all that even the terror of tiiat dread¬ 
ful moment can leach him to anticipate i 
That ship, which if he unhappily aurvives 
the horrors of its pestilential and mur¬ 
derous bold must finally deliver him up 
to the la.st extremity of human evil, to a 
condition of unceasing and unrewarded 
toil, of perpetual and unmitigated slavery, 
from winch no hope remains, no refuge is 
left but in the grave. Would to God that 
you could see the last look he casts, bear 
the last despairing accents he addresses to 
his native land ! That you could witness 
the feelings with which he quits that coun¬ 
try, the scene’of all his jo\s, the nurse of 
all his afleciiotis; the source of local habits 
dear to all, but ever dearest to the untu¬ 
tored mind ; of social ties livetted by na¬ 
ture into tile heart of man, of ail the 
dearest relations, all the tendeiesi charities 
of human life ! That you could also view 
the suflerings which through him are in¬ 
flicted on those from whom he is torn ; 
on the despairing friend, on the childless 
parent, t.ic widowed wife, and the orphan, 
children I That you could then follow him 
through all the stages of his merciless 
captivity ! That you could see the inmost 
recesses cf a slave-ship! That you could 
even imagine to yourselves the. horrors of 
a slave-market! That you could count 
the gtoanSf that you could estimate the 
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torttired life, hts pranuniire 
«a# SMUApi^ death. 

"ftrom these scenes I woa}d cnndaet jrna, 
‘If ii #Cfee m my power te the wider* and 
Hill more deeMfnl prospect til the car* 
ItiBge and devastation of Ahrica. I weuid 
exhibit to you those false aciusations, 
tboae imaginary crimes* that systematic 
injustice* perfidy* and violence, which, in 
those untuppy countries where the Slave 
Trade is estabiisbed, form the only 
sources df commercial speculation. 1 
would shew you the lure of European 
weaHh, tempting the uninstrucied s.ivage 
to the commission of every crrtne: the 
■npeciorHy of European power* and Eu¬ 
ropean knowledge, employed not to dif¬ 
fuse the doctrines of moral truth* or to 
open to those countries the purer light of 
revelation, but to prolong, and to extend 
among them every delusion* u ickedness, 
and misery* with which ignorance and su- 

B erSittion afflict mankind. I would place, 

’ it were possible, betore yon,)ihat state of 
universal war which the Stave Trade pro¬ 
duces and perpetuates; the wretchedness 
of nations* the desolation of piovinces, the 
prolonged and hopeless barbarism of a 
whole quarter of the globe ! —'That inter¬ 
nal and domeilic hosiiiity, in comparison 
with which war itself* public war in its 
most fearful form, is a happiness and 
blessing to mankind 1—-That unexampled 
condition of human misery in which no 
iudividoai feels his freedom nr his life 
Moore, even for an hour* against lawless 
itrength, or insidious machmauon!—^Tbat 
dissolution of all society* in which village 
is armed against village* and family 
against family, that worm than savage fe¬ 
rocity* in which the band of every' man is 
againsr hia neighbour! * 

The long agitation of these questions 
hu, 1 fear, too much accustomed our ears, 
too much familiarized our tinaginatkHis 
with these esiormities. How else could 
we support* evutifiir an instant* the recol¬ 
lection that* by our intervention* they are 
again to be inototed upcm these wretched 
natiMs} That every jkkrt of Africa must 
ffotn our set* see her villages 
Inroxen op, her towns mcked* her couatcies 
; agam see every ptincipie vio- 
laiCdL hWy we broken* every Teeiing out- 
rugtw* whioh nature has interwoven into 
the hcsjrt'Uf man. The aovenign deliver¬ 
ing over his aot^U into foreign captivity* 
the master chtHngm price an the Ufa of 


his domestic, the friend armed against bis 
fnend, the btotber ensnaring the liberty 
his brother* the father tiafficking in the 
blood of his children* the husband selling 
into slavery the partner of bis bed !—My 
lords, if there be any misery in private 
life which can move compassion* if there 
be any public oppression and tyranny 
which w« abhor* if there be any senti¬ 
ments degrading to man, any crimes di¬ 
rectly subversive of ail those principles 
lo which it has pleased our Creator to 
constitute the happiness of bis creatures* 
that misery is enhanced* that tyranny ag¬ 
gravated, that degradation is rendeied 
more complete* those crimes more horri¬ 
ble* by the wlrkedne^s which this stipu¬ 
lation has covenanted to revive. It was 
the boast and exultation of our country that 
she had led the way, however late* to the 
abolition of this guilt, in which she had 
BO deeply shared. She declared lo Africa 
that she repented her of the evil she had 
inflicted. And she pledged herself, in 
atonement for it, not to unavailing sorrow 
and remorse* but to unceasing eflurts for 
banishing from the earth, lor ever, a wick¬ 
edness more hori ible* a more aggravated 
misery than has* in any other shape* ever 
Visited any portion of the human race. 
For myself I can truly say, and such, 1 
am confident* were the impiessionsof thou¬ 
sands* 1 never have* I never can experi¬ 
ence* in any moment of my life* sensa¬ 
tions of joy, emotions of gratitude to Hea¬ 
ven* *at ail comparable with those winch 
were excited in my breast, when we suc¬ 
ceeded in eflecting the abolition oi the 
British Slave Trade. Let not* once more 
1 supplicate you* let not despair and shame 
be toe successors of this trans|)ort 1 Liet 
not all this misery be revived! Let not 
our own act obscure the lustre of our 
gioty! Let the sons of Africa now* and 
tor ever, bless* instead of cursing the 
name ol Ei^shmen. 

My iorda* I move you, "That an humble 
Address bepresenti^ to bis royal high¬ 
ness (be Prince Regent* praying that he 
will be graciously pleased to direct that 
there be laid betore this House copies of 
such representations as have been made 
by luB Mtqesty's ministers mi the late ne- 
gociations for peace* in consequence of 
the iKianiKous Address of this House fur 
the immediate and total abolition of the 
Sfavr Trade, together with the answers re- 
tui md thereto; and also extracts from such 
pants of the dispatches of bis Ms^aty’t 
ttkiiateM to delate to the laiao subject.’* 

§ 


w 
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The Earl of Liverpool rose and said : 

My lord^; before I enter particolarly 
on the subject broeght before us by the 
noble baion, 1 must be permitted to make 
a fevr general observations on the noble 
baron’s speech. 1 cannot but think, niy 
lords, when you coolly and fairly deliber¬ 
ate on the question, that however you may 
agree to the principles asserted by the 
noble baron, you will be of opinion, that 
III the application of them to the transac¬ 
tion at issue, there has been much of exag¬ 
geration, much of inflammation, <»hirh 
neitlier that transaction, nor the circum- 
stances attendant upon it, in any degree 
warrant. In the Brst place, my lords, 1 
complain of the noble baron that he has—- 
however nninlentiunally—misrepresented 
the spirit and the purport of that Article of 
the Treaty which is now under our discus¬ 
sion. The noble haron desciibes it as if 
it tvere a solemn pcriiiission on the part 
of Great Biitainto the French government 
to carry on the Slave Trade for a given 
time. I heg of you, my lords, to read the 
Article, and to say if it will lioar this con- 
BiruclioH. The stipulation in that Article 
is, that the French government, agreeing 
to the principle on which Great Britain 
has abolished the Slave Trade, is willing 
to aboitsb the Trade at a certain tune. 
That this stipu.M'tion contains a permission 
to carry on the Trade 1 positively deny. 

My lords, tho fair view of the question 
is this—suppose there had boon no such 
Article in the Treaty—suppose there had 
not been a woid about the Slave Trade 
throughout it'i—might not the French have 
carried on the Trade as before? Will any 
one say that the absence of any stipula¬ 
tion, however objectionable or insufficient, 
could have been construed into a permis¬ 
sion by us to France to carry on the Tfade ? 
If, then, the absence of all stipulation could 
not have been construed iofo a perrois- i 
sion, bow can a stipulation, ivhich recog¬ 
nises the justice of abolishing the Trade, 
and which declares that it shall in no case 
exist beyond a given time, be construed 
into a sanction or permission ? 

My lords, there is one great mistake in 
the whole of the noble baroin’a argument, 
founded on a misconcefition of the rifpht 
which this or any other country baa to 
dictate to another and independent nation 
on a sabject like the present. This sup¬ 
posed right must be founded eitliar on ge¬ 
neral-principles or on particular circum'- 
Itances. It wdl sorely aot be contended, 
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on general pHnciples, that an^ govjsni' 
ment would be jnsiiBed, either in goiny to 
war. or in continuing war for the purpese 
of imposing upon another cooatry any 
moral obligation, however solemn or sacred. 
For to what would such a principle lead ? 
War might be waged far the abolition of 
the inquisition—for the abolition of any 
great moral evil which may exist in the 
world. But mankind have long agreed, 
my lords, that how sacredly binding 
soever moral obligation ought to be consi¬ 
dered by individuals, or by a nation, the 
imposition of it upon another nation is not 
a legitimate cause of war. If it is not a 
legitimate cause of war, then it cannot be 
a legitimate cause for the continuance of 
war. You are bound to perform your own 
duties. But in the case of another nation, 
the question is, has that other nation an 
independent jurisdiction—is it entitled to 
judge and act tor itself ? If it is so en¬ 
titled, It must be left to the free exercise of 
its own judgment and discretion. 

My lords, 1 ask you if any independent 
countiy will ever submit to have iis duties 
dictated to it by another country ? l^bave 
thought it necessary to state this general 
principle thus fully, because the noble 
baron seems wholly to have misappre¬ 
hended it. The question now comes to 
be, whether there are any especial ciicum- 
stances in the present case which would 
have josiified tins country in making the 
immediate and unqualified abolition of the 
3la*'e Tiade the sane ifua non of peace, or 
which would have been exactly the aame 
thing, the sine qua non of the restitution of 
[ her colonies to France; or whether, hav¬ 
ing certain colonies in our military occu¬ 
pation, in which the sovereignty of France 
still existed, we had a right to say wc 
would not ‘restore them, unless France 
would consent to the instant abolition of 
the Slave Tiade ? la the first place, my 
brds, 1 will say, that if there be a man 
here who entertains a stronger sen,c than 
another of the importance of an universal 
aboliti-iHi of the Slave Trade, I am that in¬ 
dividual. In warmth of feeling on that 
subject 1 will yield to no one. However I 
may have differed in opinion from the 
noble baron on other subjeets, I have al¬ 
ways thought that it was of the utmost im¬ 
portance tcethis country,) aitd to the cause 
of human happincM, that the Slate Trade 
should be finally and universally abolished. 
But the premises of the noble lord’s argu¬ 
ment by no means warrant his condnsion. 

I Itatio already shewn, that, on general 
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pHttcipIe*, Ho »«ion ii jostified in gohig 
to 'War, 6t ifl contntoing war, for the pur¬ 
pose of toposing on another nation a 
mor^i obifgation. But if there were any 
cittcttf^Rtances attendant on the colonies 
restored to France, that, in the noble ba- 
roh's opinion, would have justified as in 
Making the abolition of the i^iave Trade 
ih them the sate ^ud non of their restitu¬ 
tion, those cu cum nances, be it recollected, 
attached only to thdse colonies which were 
actually in our possession. Their influ¬ 
ence could not extend to the colonies of 
which we bad not possession. Let us 
suppose that the restitution of her colonies 
to France was gratuitous on our part->I 
Will shew by-and'bye that it was by no 
Means so ; but for the sake of the argo- 
menl let us at present suppose that it was. 
The utmost stretch to which we could have 
gone in our negociation would have been 
to make, as a condition of that restitution^ 
the absolute abolition of the Slave Trade 
in those colonics alone; they alone having 
been in our possession. Now, 1 «ibh the 
noble baron to answer this simple ques¬ 
tion ^ would not less good have been 
gained by a dry barren stipulation with 
France, that she should immediately abolish 
the Slave Trade in the i'dands restored by 
Us, she having the right and power still to 
carry it on in those of which wc never 
had the possession, than by a general sti¬ 
pulation, France allowing the justice of 
the abdlition and agreeing to abolibh the 
Trade generally by a given period ? The 
noble baron has indeed said, that the stipu¬ 
lation is good for nothing, for that at the 
cud of the five years France will fail £o 
execute it. Bui this assertion is as appli¬ 
cable to one stipuljtion as to another. If 
we cannot depend on the faith of France to 
Ubolish the Trade at the expiration df five 
years, neither could we iiave depended 
upon her fuith, bad the stipulation been 
for an immediate abolition. But assuming, 
as I am persuaded I am right in assuming, 
that the stipulation will be considered 
binding by France, I repeat that it is 
Much more advantageous to that cause 
which we all espouse, that France should 
dng.nge to aboh-,h the Trade geneially at 
the end of ti\e years, than it would have 
been had she agreed to abolish it imme- 
diktelv in Guadaloupe, in Martinique, in 
the isfe of Bourbon, the colonies restored 
to her fcfy us, while she would have re¬ 
tained the right to carry it on in 8t, Do- 
Mingo and in Cayenne, of which we neVer 
hud the possession. The object of his 
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Majesty’s government has been to obtain a 
stipulation on the part of France, that she 
would ultimately abolish the Trade abso¬ 
lutely and generally over all her colonics; 
and I maintain that by pursuing that ob¬ 
ject, we have served the cause nmre eg- 
seniially than if we had obtained merely 
a partial abolition, however immediaie. 

I now come, my lords, to another con¬ 
sideration. The noble baron has argued 
as if the restitution of her colonies to 
France was an a*t purely gratuitous on our 
part. 1 confess that 1 never considered it 
in that light, nor do I believe a similar 
restitution was ever considered in that 
light in any similar negociation. It pos¬ 
sibly might have been so considered in the 
negociations which ended in the last 
peace, and in the negociations in 180(», 
which did not end in pence. But tho-e 
negociations wcie of a chaiactcr very dif¬ 
ferent from that of those which have just 
terminated. The avowed and declared 
object of the recent negociations was 
general peace; and it was not, ihorefore, 
to be reasonably expected, but that, as (liis 
coimtiy was entitled to retain a part of 
her acquisitions in the way of compensa¬ 
tion ; so, on the other hand, she was 
called on to restoie other paits, as the 
price of the general arrangenunt>> of 
I Korope. Docs the noble baton suppose 
that the continental powers Would have 
allowed (»reat Britain to keep all the colo¬ 
nies of the world f Does he not knoW' that 
the colonial possessions of Great Britain 
I are as much the subject of the jealousy of 
those powers, as ever the continental 
power of France was ? It certainly was 
not surprising that they should expect, 
when you called on France to sacnixrc 
such immense territorial posscssions^such 
kingdoms and empires as the noble baron 
bad justly described them—and above all, 
those pretensions which flattered the na¬ 
tional vanity und pride, it was not sur¬ 
prising that they should say, you must 
sacrifice, on your part, something to re¬ 
instate France as a colonial power.” It 
is not fair, therefore, tny lords, to argue ns 
if the colonies were something which you 
might or might not have restored. They 
were a feir subject for negociation, and if 
the Slave Trade had never been men¬ 
tioned, the Continental powers would have 
expifiCted that wtiile we kept a part, we 
shooid restore a part as the price of a 
general arrangement for peace. In argu¬ 
ing on the feelings and sentiments of other 
odtttitries, my lords, we must take care not 
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to be mifcled by jHir own. We catoe to 
the coiicl«»ion at wliu'b we had arrived on 
the subject of the Slave Trade after many 
years ot deliberatiun. 'Ihe opinions of 
ii nice oil that subject were by no oieftiis 
KO far advanced as ours, even before the 
French Revolution. The Utc government 
of France was an avowed supporter of the 
traliic, not on the principle, us eUewberef 
I hat It was an evil which must be tolerated, 
but (hat It was a benefit which it was de¬ 
sirable to bold out to the commercial men 
of l‘'r.ince, whenever the French colonies 
should be icsiored. Can we be surprised, 
thcrelure-'-liowcver we may lament the 
ciicamstance-»tliat a government newly 
luhtotcd, and leeling the necessity of 
standing on public opinion, should expe¬ 
rience a ditficiiUy in luimediatuly ^ac- 
quiesiiog ill our wishes on the subject ^ 

My lords, 1 have no hesitation in saying, 
that I think they are mistaken. It is ray 
opinion—an opinion which has been 
strongly loiprchsed upon them—that it is 
the interest of the French government, on 
the soundest view of their true policy, to 
abolish the Slave 'IVade immediately and 
altogelbei. Eveiy efi'ort was made by us 
to induce them to do so. But when the 
noble baron argues, that we ought to have 
made the abolition the condition of the 
restitution, he contends that the abolition 
ought to have been the price of peace, 
and that the consequence of a retusal of 
the abolition must have been the continna- 
tion of the war. Out of this dilemma he 
CiUiiiot get. 11 we had made the unqua¬ 
lified and immediate abolition of the Slave 
Trade, ibc iuic qud non of peace, we must 
have been prepared fur the alternative. 
Now, 1 ask you, mv lords, would the 
coutiiry have approved this alteniative? 
Would the country have approved our 
uiiiLing the refusal of the French govern¬ 
ment immediately^ and unconditionally to 
abolish the Slave Trade, the cause of con¬ 
tinuing the war ? Would ou^aliies, under 
all the circumstances of the case, have 
thought that refusal a sufiicient cause for 
dclaymg the signing of the Treaty for a 
single moment? 1 call the aUention of 
your lordships to ail that has passed witii 
icspcct to tlie Slave Trade during the last 
fourteen months. Grievous injaatiee will 
be dune to his Miyesty’s ministers, if it be 
not allowed, that more has been dona by 
them within that time efiectnally to abolish 
the 'I'lade, than bad been aocompUshed at 
any former period. I'ho measure of aho- 
. luhiug theisiave Trade wite fint carried in 


tliis IJouse in iStOQ. Several propositions 
weie tlaen made, to which the Ueusa« 
agreed. The first was a decUraituu enn^ 
demning the Ti ade, and stating that ms 
would take measures to abolish it ns soon 
as possible. The second proposition was 
for the abolition of tliefureign i^lave Trade. 
The third derUied, that ua fresh capital 
should be embarked in the Trade. The 
fourth,—and it is to this that 1 wish par¬ 
ticularly todiiect your lordships* attention, 
for whatever shadesof ditlhrence of optiiion 
there might bare existed on the other pro¬ 
positions, oil this there was peifect unani¬ 
mity—was an Address to the King, re¬ 
questing that his Majesty would neguciate 
with foreign powers fur tho abolition of 
the Slave Trade. This proposition was 
unaiiiinously agreed to by this House iu 
1806. In the summer oi 18UG negocia- 
tions for peace were opened, which proved 
abortive. In the ensuing session a Bill 
was brought into parliament for the imme¬ 
diate and unqualified abolition of the 
Slave Trade by this country ; and an Ad¬ 
dress was presented by this House to ascer¬ 
tain if any and what steps had been taken 
wi^h respect to foreign powers, to induce 
them to agree to a suml.ir abolition. By 
the papers presented in answer to tbis Ad¬ 
dress, It appeared that, with respect to 
Portugal and Spain, no steps whatever had 
been taken to procure the abolition. The 
correspondenre with France shewed that 
instructions had been given lo our minister 
to make the subject a part of the negucia- 
tion with the Fteiich government, and 
several letters appeared which evinced 
the disposition of that government to evade 
the discussion of it. One of the last iii- 
slances of the indisjiosilion of France to 
acquiesce in the views of Great Britain on 
this point, Was contained iu a letter from 
lord Yarmouth to Mr. Fox, dated Pans, 
July Uie 24th, 1SU6, in which the noble 
lord said that he had mentioned the oubject 
of the blave Trade to general Clarke, who 
had told him, that the emperor would have 
no objection to make it a matter of oe£o~ 
uiation after tlie conclunion of peace; but 
that he would not consent to us being 
made one of the articles of the Treaty. 
The iiegociation, however, went on to the 
middle of October, aufi nothing passed on 
the subject of tbe Stave Trade. 1 am sure, 
therefore, 1 shall not be contradicted when 
1 say that hiiji M«je<>ty*s goveniqi^i^f 
that day would have made peace, and 
would liave restored the Fiencb and Dutch 
Cokmias, bad no other obstacles pre,seated 
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tbl 90 MetT«i botiitl# indnpwitioa of tfatr 
' Rrencfa go^ntnent to admit the lAolUion 
of the Snnro Trade at one of the aiUclei of 
the Taeaty. 

My lords, I know that the noble baron 
may my that this wat not a complete act. 
Bqt, 1 repeat tliat it is evident, the noo- 
afaolition of tbt Slave Trade by 1 ranee 
would have beei^ no impediment to the 
teatituiion of her colonies, and to the con* 
elusion with her of peace. And yet the 
Adilrea to hiK Majesty, that he would ne* 
gociate with loreigh powers foi the abo¬ 
lition of the Slave Tiade, was the only 
proposition which had been sobmnted to 
this ilou&e on the subject that had ptssed 
unanimously. In 1408atreat\ was con- 
eluded With the Prince RegentoiPortugal, 
tinder the auspices ol my noble iiiend op¬ 
posite (maiquis Wtllesley) who then held 
the loieign seals, in whub there was an 
article pioviding foi the gradual abolitn^n 
of the t>lave Tradi But although this 
treaty thus lecuamaed the principle of 
abolition to a caitiin degree, no pciiod 
was fixed lor its roi.iplete opci atioii But, 
my loids, xltsiiou', as 1 am of st ting the 
Slate Tiade ufieily aholishtd, I am not 
piepaied to say tint we ooglit to hate ab¬ 
stained fiom oui * lioi Is lor the deliverance 
of Poitugai, because we had not been able 
to obtain fiom the Poiiugocsc gotcinnirnt 
the immediate and unqualified abandon¬ 
ment of the Tiade. boon atui wards, m\ 
noble friend opfuiftite was scni cmbassadoi 
to bpain, for the purpose of CLnieiitiiig the 
union between the two countiics. My 
noble friend was msti ucted to endeatour, 
if possible, to etlect the abolition of the 
Slate Trade on the part of Spam, and I am 
sure nothing could exceed the zeal, the 
good disposition, and the ability displayed 
^ my noble friend on that occasion. 
Every body knows how important it wa^, 
with a view to the general abolition, to 
obtain the abolition by Spain. With all 
bis efforta, however, my noble fiiead 
failed to prevail on the Spanish govern- 
meat to abandon the Trade. But, my 
lords, am 1 tlierefoie prepared to say, how- 
wer 1 may think the conduct of the 
Sf^ish goTernment WM mjudicious and 
mdefenMble, that we abonld on that ac¬ 
count have retrained from -aiding Spain 
in the glorious stiuggle m which shh was 
engaged—that we should have withdrawn 
those amuts which have dene thair coun¬ 
try sneh immofftai honour 1 

The noble iMMoa has alluded to the Ad- 
dfoeu pt this Kumu «f $th of last Mey. 


Lord (hatptlie’e Motimjbr {SI4 

I see in that Address, tny lords, eveiy 
thing that called on hi. Majesty’s ministers 
to use their utmost endt avuurs to procure 
the immediate and entire abolition ol the 
Slave Tiade, but nothing that requiied 
them, should those endtavnnis | rove un- 
sucresstul, to make that the laust of con- 
tiOumg the war. Let it be iimembeied 
also, my lords, that this is a quesiion which 
IS considered with very dilhrtnt teelmgs 
at the present utoment from those which 
were excited by it wrhile war was still 
waging It IS very easy now to talk 
quietly of making that a *tne gvd non, 
whi' h, it we weu still m a stale of host]- 
iitiy, no one would lit sitaie to relinquish-— 
to iht eMent at least to which it has beta 
re|inquislied~for the purpose of securing 
place. 1 I ail on your loidships also, m 
jUM'irc to his Maieuy’i, eintnent, to 
consult 1 wh It has petti done by us on the 
snb|e( t within the last twdvemontli. In 
till hitt place, we have obtained lioni the 
Swedish gostinnuiit, the ininitdtaie and 
unqualified abolition of till I'lade. irom 
thi guvi iiiment of Denmaik wc have also 
obiamed tin iintnidiate and unqualifitd 
abolition ol the liade. And vve have now 
on out t ibit 'lie piooi that the Dutch go- 
veriimtnt hu\p amtud to the unlimtud 
abolitnn rf the Trade in all thtii colo¬ 
nies foi evei [t IS true that, with respei t 
to Saeden and Dtnmaik, the aboltiiun 
will not Ih productive of any vety irupoi- 
tant results. But as to Holland, I big to 
know linin the noble baioii in what oiher 
country, except li.in(i, the abolition 
could in all probability lie lollowed by 
more ixten-iive and adiaiitageuus cunse- 
(jCentes^ 1 bc^licte that the Dutch colo¬ 
nies, of all othciB, are iikeij to increase 
to a St lie of the greatest piospirity, and 
that It was nut a less object (1 do not say 
It was a gieater) to obtain the concurrence 
of Holland in the abotmoa than that of 
France. 

My lords, I have stated these fads to 
shew that progress has betn made by bis 
Majesty’s government on the subject in 
other countries. lam, howetei, lar from 
being disposed bo tudlnit that the concesviun 
made by Fmnte ui tiniinportant, though 1 
own it IS nat that which we w isned, and 
which we struggled hsid to obtain. It is 
much, however, to hav/t fixed the french 
government to the cessation of the Trade 
at a given time. The stipulations are not 
loose and general, as in the Treaty with 
PortunU They are precise and deter- 
mimd; and if there be any failh in ireatiesa. 
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in years tbe Slave Trade ta Ute French 
colonies will be at an end. Tbe noble 
baron, indeed, contends, that the Article in 
the Treaty ia nugatory, because at the end 
of the Sre years the French government 
may fail to fulQi it. Be it observed, how* 
ever, that it is stipulated by that govern* 
meet that they shall join their utmost en¬ 
deavours with (hose of Great Britain at tbe 
approaching Congress, to induce the other 
powers ol Europe to abolish tbe Trade, 
and that in any case it shall cease with 
respect to France in five years. If, as the 
noble baron supposes, the fulfilment of this 
Article cannot be relied on, what reliance 
could havebeenplacedonthe performance 
of any condition for tbe entire and iinme* 
diate abolition of tbe Trade ? For my own 
part, 1 have the most implicit confidence 
in the fulfilment of this Article; and 1 
am persuaded, that by tbe expiration of 
the five years, the French government will 
have taken all the means which ought to 
satisfy every fair mind, fur the complete 
abolition ot tbe Trade. The noble baron, 
in the course of his speech, alluded to tbe 
sentiments of our allies on the question. 
I am persuaded that we shall have the 
cordial assistance of all of them on this 
great and important subject. But I am 
not less persuaded, that if we bad not 
signed tbe Ireaty, they would have signed 
it If the noble baron thinks, that had the 
Treaties been separate, and had we re¬ 
fused to sign ourselves, without a stipula¬ 
tion on the part of the French government 
immediately to abolish the blave Trade, 
that our allies would not have signed their 
respective treaties, he is very much mis¬ 
informed. If we manage the matter with 
prudence and caution, I have no doubt 
that we shall ultimately attain our object. 
But the very way to make our allies, at 
the approaching Congress, refuse to listen 
to us, was to be over-hasty, and to induce 
them to ihink that we w'ere pushing the 
business too fast, and in a manner that to 
them might seem unreasonable. 

In answer iio the noble baron's assertion, 
that more might have been obtained on 
the subject from FiancMW 1 again say that 
no efil'i ts were wanting to effect the whole 
object—-no efihrts were wanting to im¬ 
press on the minds of the French govern¬ 
ment tbe policy, no less than the justice 
of conceding it. I again ask, were- wu 
prepared to make the refusal a cause of 
continuing the war i Were we prepared to 
insist on keeping the colonies, at the risk 
0f a consequent contiaiiance of Uie war. 


mher tbaa twovltMic h foace witfa«n)t-«lrar 
auainiiHMii iif our whole object, althougb 
with a cooaidecabie approximation to, it ? 
“ But,” says the noble baron, *< you went 
in a comnvasiding situatbn, am) you had 
other rights which entitled your represen¬ 
tations to regard." True, but does the 
noble baron recollect the importance of 
expedition? Was it deiirablw either that 
the allied troops should remain in Paris 
for an indefinite time; or that they aboold 
depart before the signing of a treaty of 
peace?,1 can assure you, my lords, that 
there was not a single person in the coun¬ 
cils of any one of the allied sovereigoa 
who, alter tbe glorious events which ended 
in the occupation of Paris, and in the res¬ 
toration of the Bourbons to tbe throne of 
their ancestors, was not convinced of the 
wisdom and policy of bringing tbe tiego- 
ciations for peace to a conclusion .with at 
little delay as possible. 

My lords, it was a question with us of 
prudence and discretion. I believe, in my 
conscience, that we may obtain our whole 
object. But 1 am convinced that this 
country can best operate upon a great 
nation like France, by reason, by conc'iiia- 
tioo, by management, and not by a stub¬ 
born determination to arrive at its ends 
without any regard to the nature of its 
means. Any attempt to make our pro¬ 
ceedings autboritive io their character, 
would retard, rather than accelerate, the 
attainment of our wishes. From this very 
Article, imperfect as I allow it to be, and 
far short oi that which we perhaps might 
have expected, 1 entertain greater hopes 
of our being able to accomplish our ulti¬ 
mate object, than 1 should have done, had 
we obtained a stipulation apparently much 
more advantageous, under the menace 
that we would not otherwise accede to the 
Treaty. 1 am sure that it is only by con¬ 
ciliating the good will of all parties that 
that we can look to eventual success; and 
that the surest mode of defeating ourselves 
would be to assume a tone, and to call im¬ 
periously for such immediate sacrifices as 
no independent nation'would be disposed 
to make, liow many great objects, my 
bids, bare been lost by precipUation and 
vieieuee! We have done Much—a little 
tempeiance, a little forbearance, and we 
shall do more. 

jeorne now. My lords,'to the immedistw 
consideration of ifaw noble baron’s motbow^ 
Tbe noble baron says, and says truly, tb«t 
where a negociation has foiled in my par- 
ticolgr point, parliament have a r%bt to 
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coqotre iiUQ 4,be cause oi the ftilure. f at. could be, making tbemsplvcs the tnstru* 
adaut that «ve bate not sutcecdkil nitfa mentk ot ranvii>g on atiafiic toundtd in 
lespect U> the abotiuufi n» the ixtenl that htjuMtce bn tin spate oi Ine >cai4, and 
we could end*; but 1 tuatend, that as on thereby ptevculia,; us from (ni{aiiiiigy at 
the very face oi the Article m qu^Uon it any iuture penod, d thu uia^ht nut be 
aip^art, that the suhpet is to be discus<ied sooner eilected. 1 Ins he tliooglit had 
SiP future n^goctuions,—and that lu no received the saiKtioiiuf oor goveinment 
case IS the Tiade to be continued by i< I ance viith a pecnhaiiy bad glare, aittr the 
foi nioie than five years,—nothing could onanimous Addicts of that Hoosu to the 
more tiiectuaily tend to tiusUatc the ub* Prince Regint during the piesent sis,imi. 
ject winch vre all base in siew, than at His lordship could not allow the noble 
the prcsint tune, or coder tbe exiating earl to allude so the pciiud oi the year 
ciicunistances, to accede to the noble 1600, and to cite the efforts of that govern- 
baron’s motion. Tbe publication of the ment tnomphantiv, as having (fleeted 
discussions which have taken place, uf the little in the cause of the abohlion of the 
statements that have been made, of tbe Slave Trade. This the noble carl iuferr<d 
arguments that have been urged, would from tue failure uf tbe rfiurls of tbe go- 
materially emiiarrass the parties to the vetnmeut of that time with l^orlogal and 
approaching dciiberations; it would pos- Holland. The instructions of that go* 
a«8s the opponents of the abolition of all veiiiment, however, to lord Vaiinouth 
the iea,i>oinng ^laliarious as it is) against were, to endeavour to accomplish the ob- 
suth a measuri.and would veiy much ob- ject in view, but the negociation at that 
sliuct Its final adjustment. tune was not earned fuilhcr. 'iliis, how- 

Tbe noble eoil concluded by declaiing, ever, was not attributable tn the govern- 
ihat whattvti i igUt be the differences of ment; the question then addiessed to this 
opinion on the bubjet t, he thought it mote country was, have you yourselvt s abolish- 
likeiy that tnu bame viould be got tbe ed theTiade ? The answer wasshoit, they 
bettCi of by a negative to tbe motion of had not done so, and to tins was it altri- 
tb(> noble lord, than in anj' other maiiiiei. butable that the negociation had failed. He 
Loid Uidtand roiiccived tuat the case (lord Holland) aioug witli anothci noble 
lay Ilia vciy riairow cumpabs and should lord, now no more (loid Auckland) had 
not have tliouj'ht of troubling tbe lloubc, filled in a similar mguciation with aiio- 
Itad It not been foi some obscivations tbei powei, also because tbe blavc'1 1 ade 
which ran through the speech of the noble bad not been alKilislied b\ this rountrv. 
eail. III answei to the speech of Ins noble The noble < ail took (udit to faioistii for 
fiiend, and pirtuulaiiy, thr conrluMunof having earned the aboiitnn with * 1)0 
the speech of that noble loid, in which be Swcdibh goveinment. Tbe noble eail 
objerted to the produi tion of the papers forgot, however, that at the same inonuiit 
called for by bis noble friend, seemed to we had ceded an islan 1 to Sweden. I\iany 
be at varibocc with the general aigument peisons in this counttv wcic reconciled to 
contained in that speech. The noble lord that cession, iioni the idea that it bad pro- 
asLed, were Uieu lordships piepaied to ceeded from an agieenient on the part of 
make the mm agieement on the pait of Sweden to concur in the abolition of thnl 
Fiance to the abolition of tbe Slave Trai^ Trade. And who could at this moment 
a unc qud non for the rontinuance of war f say, that the cession of that island was not 
This question he would atiawer, by asking a strong reason for the agiecmciit ou the 
another question of the noble earl, was be pait ot Sweden, to accede to the abolition 
leady to state that tbe government of of the Tiade m question ^ It was also staled 
liance was prepar’d to make the peimis tiiat Denmark had agreed to the abolition ; 
siou to continue that tratfic a leosou of] but had she nut agued to do so before^ 
wrar, and a me <fltd son on tlieir side f }le The noble eail fas^au m a high tone, by 
had no objection to admit it as a general stating that ofpe tod given no permission to 
principle, that it was not a cause of war France to carry ou this Trade, We sutely 
betupcn two countries, tliat one of the had not; but had we not given her islands, 
two woald not subscribe to some one ge- —had we not given fitr a terntoiy, to 
iieraJ eyetem or principal xif policy kid whit h and from whicti to carry on such 
down by tbe other; but b** objected to Tiado ? Had we not admitted her right to 
the clause in the Tieaty m question, be- carry on that Trade for five years •' And 
cause the Freewill government were there- having done so, were we not precluded 
by made to cenfessihcutselvea as degraded itom objecting h> bet carrying on the 
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Trade for that )»«riod i The noble earl 
had said, was tt nothieg to have procured 
the declaration of France, that she would 
not carry on the Trade beyond the period 
of hre years? But what assurance bad 
we ofthiii; unless, indeed, the noble earl, 
who said that the refusal to forego such a 
traffic should not be esteemed a sufficient 
cause to prevent a peace, would make the 
refosai to ratify the engagement to re¬ 
nounce the Trade, at the period specified, 
a sufficient ground of war. The recog- 
iMzing of the Trade for a certain number 
of years, was not the way of ensuring the 
uitiuiate abolition of it. The Trade in ques¬ 
tion was one, which, as to France, did not 
now exist, whereas five years hence it 
would have gained the ascendancy in the 
minds of the persons interested in it, of 
being a revived and existing commerce. 
A noiile viscount and others, some years 
ago, had, in that House, recommended a 
gradual abolition : he (lord Holland) was 
then of opinion, that it was impossible to 
enter into any rnntrarf with iniquity and 
injustice ; though, he admitted that there 
was some plausibility in the argument then 
adduced, as to the hardship on those who, 
on the faith of the existence of the Trade, 
countenanced as it was in this country, 
had embarked their capital in it. But as 
to France, no such argument could apply : 
her subjects had no capital at present eni- 
barkesi iii such a Trade; and as tocolonies, 
lor which the importation of slaves was 
necessary, slip had none such. It was only 
to introduce the traftic in question, for the 
&<ike of continuing it to all eiernrty, thus 
to throw a cloak over an object which the 
persons by whom it was to be carried on 
had not courage to avow; but winch, at 
the same time, they bad the wickedness to 
pursue. It had been said, that we bad 
carried on this Trade after the abolition of 
it was first proposed, for the space, of i?0 
years. There was, however, as already 
said, a great difference between the two 
cases, our mercantile system being at that 
time involved in the trade, which was not 
at present the case with France. It would 
indeed have been a gteat victory over 
himself, for a most ChrMttan monarch to 
have undertaken, as a concession to this 
country, that he would engage not to re¬ 
sume a system of man-stealing against a 
poor and inoilVnsive people. The French 
king, however, had chosen to do so, and 
rather than yield us a concesstoh of the 
kind, had consented to put it on record, 
that for five years he had' been acting con¬ 


trary to juiUce in this enfightened tge. It 
was said, however, that this would niave 
been dictation on our part. He confessed 
be could see nothing either of dictation, or 
of degradation, to any of the parties, in 
three or four independent nations agreeing 
that they would neither commence nor 
revive a commerce, confessedly founded 
in barbarity and injustice. Either all the 
other Addresses of tlie House on this sub¬ 
ject were needless, and meaning less, or 
their lordships were now called on to go 
farther. There was little doubt that ulti¬ 
mately the opinion of the people of this 
country would have its efiect on the minda 
of the fmople of France. !11iey, in all 
probability, were equally libelled and ca¬ 
lumniated by the government of their 
own country, and would take as lively an 
interest in the question as the people of 
this country, if they were permitted to do 
so. The two Articles in the Treaty in 
question would indeed be greatly to be 
deplored, if, in consequence, the territory 
frorn Senegal to Gore^* was once more to 
become the scene of this traffic in human 
blood, the traders in which esteemed it a 
good speculation, if, by th** murdor'of a 
hundred peisoni, fliey could only secure 
throe of whom to make slaves, 

I’be F'arl of fFestmoreland argued, first, 
that the Prince Regem m his speech had 
detdared it not to he the intention of this 
country to interfere in the internal govern¬ 
ment of any other state; and, secdlidly, 
that, for the procurinsr of peace, Great 
Britain would be willing to make gieet 
sacrifices. But for the articles now ob¬ 
jected to, there would be no declaration 
on the part of France that she would 
abolish the Tirade in quc'^tion : now, she 
was pledged to abolish it in five y( trs. 

The Earl*of .SeM'ir/i disapprt vtd of the 
motion. He should be sorry, however, if 
it Were thence supposed that he nppn'ted 
of the clause respecting the Slave Trade 
in the Treaty. It was with grief and pain 
be had read that clause, not only ns a 
sanction for five years, but because he 
thought it must lead to its continuance be¬ 
yond that period. The cession of the co¬ 
lonies to France might have been accom¬ 
panied by a demand of the discontinuance 
of the Slave Trade in the colonies so ceded. 
Were that the case, those subjects of 
* France possessing property in Martinique 
and Guadaloupe would be anxious for its 
suppression in the other French colonies, 
and thus a |^at colonial interest would he 
established iQ favour of its general discon- 
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^aanc^, He».tWefore, considered ,Umi 
T reaty uj^eiuisiactory in this pat^calar; 
lie hpfiied ,it would tie more perfect at the 
cflisiMag CoDgress, and was confident tfi# 
nob^ lord (Castlereagh) entertained that 
fjEOMtation when he signed it. 

> ./The Marquis of Lonsthitune thought that 
most iavourable opportunity which 
eoold hare presented itself had been given 
Uy .tbe Almighty for bringing this de> 
airable object to a favourable conclusion,' 
and bad been neglected. What more 
Iavourable opportunity then the assem- 
blingtogethejrof all the principal potentates 
in Europe c<Htld have been conceived, for 
efiecting so great and national an object; 
and what object ion could have been urged, 
at such a Congress, to have made the 
agreement in question for the abolition 
of a disgraceful trafiic in blood, a part of 
the law of nations, as well as any other? 
If there ever was an unlawful stipulation 
in a treaty, it was that which recognized 
the resumption or revival of an unjust law 
which had b:en already abolished. It 
was said, that the words of the clause in 
the statute did not amount to an admission 
of the right to carry on the Trade; but did 
thoy nut permit the resumption of the 
Trade for a limited period ? It was also 
said, that we were not entitled to enforce 
our opinion upon the people of France, 
even in as far as it amounted to a moral 
obligation, so far as the question -of war 
went. He admitted this \ but were we 
to say, that, so far as an object affected 
the condition, not of the people of this 
country only, but of all our sugar colonies, 
and of the whole coast of Africa, that 
could be considered as to France, a quea> 
tion of mere internal government or regu> 
latioti, in which we were not entitled to 
interfere ? On the contrary, was there not 
imposed on us as a matter of the greatest 
moral obligation in the world, the duty, 
being the most able to do so, .to protect 
the rights of the helpless and unoffending ? 
Would this be a more becoming course in 
us to pursue; or on the contrary, did we 
more consult our own,dignity and cha¬ 
racter, in saying that we would not intm?* 
fore, but would leave the world to its. fate, 
and to suffer by all the occurrences which 
might take place. He thought such a 
doctrjtK aa this was infinitely more likely 
nejiociations in wbich 
tbp mg^io^lord was about to enter, tban to 
bring them to a favourable issue. Were 
Spam and Portugal mure likely to ^con- 
tile aboiitiap of the Trade in question, 

iSi' ' er >. 
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from being Informed that such wefb the 
ideas entertaiaed by us on the subject? If 
we forbore to enforce what was essential 
to the interests of oar own colonies; of 
the whole continent of Africa; and of. the 
cause of religion and morality, were they, 
from our entertaining r.uch respect to their 
incUfiatioDS, to be supposed ibemore likely' 
to yield up their own interests ? There 
were important political principles con¬ 
nected with this .question. Was it of no 
consequence, Cdt instance, having esta¬ 
blished colonies on the coast ef Africa, for 
the purpose of penetrating into the interior 
of the country; after seeing ships built 
and employed in that traffic, that by a re¬ 
currence to crime on the parf of another 
country, we should see the whole of that 
legitimate traffic cot off*, the advantages 
of this unfair Trade being so great, and the 
very existence of it so paralyzing in its 
effects upon every attempt at lawful com¬ 
merce on that coast ? A sort of miracle 
seemed to have intervened to assist us in 
thoroughly accomplishing the annihilation 
of this infamous traffic: France bad not 
a single colony to which slaves could be 
imported; Spain and Portugal were so 
bound to us by obligation, that we ■ had 
every right to suppose our interference 
would have weight with both of those 
governments; and yet, of this opportunity, 
never likely again to return, were we, by 
the Articles in the Treaty in question, to 
be at once deprived ? It was said, that 
it was not for os to ask any thing of France 
which might be construed into a degrada¬ 
tion of that country. In this he agreed; 
but when he looked to other parts of the 
Treaty—to the East Indies, in particular— 
to Pondicherry, there the idea of degrada¬ 
tion was not thought of—there no fortifi¬ 
cations were to be erected, and the num¬ 
ber of soldiers was to be limited. These 
were precautions of which be approved ; 
but ail he asked was, the apiplication 
similar principles, where not the interests 
of tbisxountry alone were concerned, but 
where there were also involved the inte¬ 
rests of, other countries, and' of human 
nature } Was this language- which would 
have been unacceptable to oqr allies?' 
Would not our allies have mcognizedsach 
principles? And would the'' government 
of France, in the face $of Europe and of 
the people of ffreir own country, have 
ventured to continue the war on such un¬ 
just and untenable grounds 7 

Earl Gra said,' that God knew it was 
unneessry m bim to attempt to add any. 
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thing to whal had been already urged in 
sopport of the Address of his noble friend ; 
he felt it impossible for him to give new 
force to the arguments of bis noble friends 
by repeating them, for he could only re> 
]:)eat them; and at that time of night he 
hardly knew what apology be could make 
tp the House for detaining them. He felt 
ao deeply, however, on this subject, as in* 
solving vitally the honour and character 
of the country, that he must rather incur 
the charge of presumption than remain 
silent. After all be had heard, he con¬ 
tinued firmly of opinion, that the Article 
which had been alluded to was calculated 
to introduce into the country where the 
traffic must be earned on, sutarchy, 
murder, and every species of crime. It 
was an article, in fiis opinion, deserving of 
every epiihn which had^been applied to 
it by his noble friend. The noble earl bad 
talked of moral obligation. Such a fal¬ 
lacy never was heard of. Was it a moral 
obligation which affected the people of 
France alone? Or was it one which in¬ 
volved war and desolation on a great con¬ 
tinent lie recollected that when he de¬ 
precated the idea of forcing on the French 
people a government which they did not 
choose, the noble eail on the other side 
admitted his argument in principle, but 
said, if they acted on priiicijiles which 
affected the peace of the civilized world, 
their acts were to be opposed. Ttiis prin¬ 
ciple he now applied to meet the position 
of the noble earl opposite. II France 
chose to act, what the civil lawttrmed 
the part of a maleficent nation, its acts 
were to be opposed. The nionicnt that 
Senegal and Goree were restored to France,, 
that moment might we, according to the 
terms of the Article in question, e.vpcci to 
see wars upon w'ars—brother engaged 
against brother-—in that unhappy country. 
From thence to the West Indies might we 
espect to see every moral obligation 
violated ; and this on the pretence of not 
dictating to, or mierlcrmg in, the interna! 
government of France ! If France were to 
make war on Prussia, Russia^ or unhappy 
Poland, should we not interfere? And 
why not as to Africa ? The noble earl 
said, were we to do this at the ex pence 
of continuing the war ? On this, he sub¬ 
mitted, the onus lay on the. noble earl,— 
on him it was incumbent to shew, that 
such miwt have been the eflect of our 
wilhstanding the attempt to revive such 
an iuiamoiiB traffic. Jt we had said to the 
French government, w« have couqueted 
*(VOL.3iXVm,) 


from you your West India colonies, but 
we have'kept them up in foil pmspeHty« 
and there they are restored to yoo, only, 
however, on the rondiiion that you no 
longer carry on this disgraceful traffic in 
human blood," who could say that tfaera 
was' any person who could have objected 
to this; or if it had been objected to, and 
had been insisted on with proper firmness 
by the person managing the negociation, 
that it would not have been yielded on 
the part of France ? It was impossible not 
to see that tbc reconquering of St. Dp- 
mingo must be one great inducement on 
the part of France to the revival of this 
Trade. Such an attempt, if ever to ba 
successful, might be supposed to be ac> 
•complisbed, at the expence of oceans of 
blood, and mountains of treasure, nearly 
about the period of the expiry of the five 
years ; and then must we have the gratifi> 
cation of seeing a still farther continuance 
of this traffic! Indeed, if to be re-esta- 
hlislicd in France, it must be so as to the 
rest of the world. As to the precedent in 
1K0(>, alluded to by a noble carl, that 
might be considered as an * argumentiiia 
ad homiiiem,' to which, in geneial,* lie 
had no objection. As stated by the noble 
earl, however, it could only be regarded 
as a flight of eloquence, with a total dis¬ 
regard of every thing like matter of fact. 
—The terms of censure applied to the dis¬ 
graceful condition to which ministers had 
given their asscni, could not be too strong, 
Flari Grey said he would have burnt his 
hand before be would have given his sig¬ 
nature to It 4 however successful it might 
have been with regard to other points, 
upon that subject it 'must be allowed by 
all parties that the negotiation had com¬ 
pletely failed. If the lepresinistiuns 
made during the late continental discus¬ 
sions on the part of this country bad not 
been sufficiently .strong and imperative, 
at the approaching Congress they would 
be able to lepair their errors; nr if the do¬ 
cuments were produced, and they dis¬ 
closed that ministers had done all that be¬ 
came them, the apprnbaiiun of parliament 
would strengthen their hands in any new 
struggles upon this subject, Jn all points 
of view he approved oi the motion. 

Karl Bathurst maintained that the mo¬ 
tion wss not intended to assist but to cen¬ 
sure ministers, and that if the documents 
were produced it would be found, that no 
fit exprdient had been left untried to in¬ 
duce France, to accede to an immediate 
abolition. He referred to the negocie- 
(2 A) 
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tion» in the yeart 1806 and 1807, and 
argued, ibat from ihe farts that were then 
disclosed Udid not seem that his Majesty’s 
|{Ov«rament at that time, or the individual 
in whose paiticular department it came, 
Were so anxious upon the question of the 
Slave Trade as was represented. The evils 
that would accrue (rom the present Arti- 
ele appealed to have been much exagge> 
rated, particularly with respect to ISt, l>o- 
miiigo. 'J'he noble lord who biought for- 
waid tho motion, had lamented that the 
abolition had not been premised in his ad* 
drcf"'of 5tfi May as a sine gud non. If 
this were the fact, tlie pioposition ought 
to ha^se been brought foiward much 
earlier, either at the commencement of 
the session, when the royal speech was 
rliscusscd, or at least alter the battle of 
Lcipsic. In his view no one useful pur* 
pose would be gained by laying upon the 
table the documents required. 

Lord GrenvWe, m reply, lamented the 
gloomy prospect that presented itscil to 
the friends ol justice and humanity, from 
the mode in which bis proposition had 
bee/i received and discussed. It was 
plain, fit St, that ministers had done no¬ 
thing; and secondly, it was equally clear 
that they would do nothing. He bad not 
mentioned the abolition in the address, 
which be moved some time ago as a stae 
gud non, because it seemed to hun unne¬ 
cessary : it was almost implied, since be 
deemed it altsnrd in the extreme, that co¬ 
lonies should be rebtored wiibout such an 
engagement. He maintained that in I BUG 
end 1807, all that could bu*dune by the 
overnmcni to which he belonged had 
een accomplished; but at that time the 
tiall upon France to abolish the Slave 
Trade was not backed by the example of 
Great Ilntnin; we bad not at that time 
abolished it ourselves, but it was impassi¬ 
ble that the noble earl who sjjoke last 
could have lead the dispatches that were 
published, or that he could have listened 
to the discussions which occurred, if he 
contended, that all had not been attempted 
that the most ardent aeal for the success 
of the cause could suggest. So much was 
the subject at heart, that even when a di¬ 
rect negative had been put upon the pro¬ 
posal, and It was almost hopeless, the Bri¬ 
tish negociator continued to oige the abo¬ 
lition of the Slave Trade with the tliniost 
earnestness. His lordship concluded with 
remarking, t%at h» seldom claimed more 
credit at the hands of the House thanjthey 
li^re witlmg, nnaiked, to beatow, hot upon 


the question of the Slave Trade he did 
Citpcct that credit would be given him for 
unceasing vvishes for its abolition, and un¬ 
abated exertions fur their accomplish¬ 
ment. 

Lord Holland said, that in the course of 
the speech of the noble earl who spoke 
last but one, Mr. Fox having been men¬ 
tioned as not being zealous in his endeavours 
to procuiethe abolition of the Slave Trade, 
he begged to state, that it was bis Arm 
conviction, that his lamented relative w ouhi 
not have signed any treaty which did not 
contain an engagement to agree to the 
abolition of the .slave Trade, m case this 
country should adopt the measuie. On 
wbal authority the noble earl had ventured 
to assert the contrary he did not know. 

Bari Bathurst did not mean to make any 
such ail assertion : he only judged troin 
the slate of the wai then and the state of 
the war now, that at the former period it 
was not intended that the abolition should 
be a stne gud non. 

Lord Ottniide observed, that it appeared 
not to be an assertion, but an argument 
drawn from inference, of the value of 
which the House would judge. 

I..orfl Holland added, that he would ven¬ 
ture to asseit, fiom hU own knuMledge, 
that while the ioimer ncgociatioiis were 
pending, the complete abolition of the 
Slave Trade was so much a matter of con¬ 
stant anxiety with Mr. Fox. that not threi 
hours in the day passed wiiliout that sub¬ 
ject being uppermost in his mind. 

Thu question being then put upon lord 
Grenville’s motion, the Loid ('haticellor 
declaied in favour of the Non-contents. 
^Tbe House vias cleared, and a division 
took place. The numbers were: for the 
motion, Contents 27—-Against it, Non- 
contents 62—Majority 35. 

Pbotest against the Epjection o\ 
Lord Gbenvilie’s Motion upon thi- 
Fkencii Slave TttAOE.] Upon the rejec¬ 
tion of lord Grenville’s motion, the follow¬ 
ing Protest was entered on the Jourtials : 

“ Dissentient.’ 

•' Because, in the Article of the Treaty 
of Peace lately concluded at Paris, re¬ 
specting the African Slave Trade, a public 
interest of the first importanre has been 
sacrificed, and, as we firmly believe, 
without any necossity or adequate cause; 
this inhuman traflBc being, nnder the 
sanction of tliat Article, revived and con¬ 
tinued in the colontes which ne have sor- 
reodcred %o France, for the tcrln of fife 
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vean; and an imiuanse district on the 
continent of Africa, which had been en* 
tirely relieved from it, again exposed to 
all the evils which must flow from its re- 

establishmenU 

«< Bt'caose, deeply impressed with the 
horrors of a commerce which the hunia* 
niiy of the legislature had prohibited, ami 
which is described, in the Article above 
refeired to, as repugnant to the principles 
of natural justice, and of an enlightened 
age, this House had unanimously address¬ 
ed his royal bighneiis the Piitice Regent 
to einjiloy the whole weight and influence 
of this country, m the late negociations 
for peace, to procure its general and en¬ 
tire abolition; and because it is incum¬ 
bent on ministers to shew from what 
causes the endeavours which it was their 
duty to make for the attainment of this 
important object have iailed, under cir- 
C'UQisiances which were undeniably most 
highly favourable to their success. 

" Because this proof can only be given 
by the production of the papers which 
have passed during the late negociation 
upon this subject, as was admitted to be 
usual lu cases of failure, and because no 
sufficient reason for witb-hoiding such in¬ 
formation, in the'present instance, was 
given in the debate. 

Auc-ustus Fiir.uLRK K, (D, of Sussex), 
WiLttAW racutaicti., (D. ot Gloucestei), 
GllbY, (iaCNVILLE, 

LAUubRnALE, Vassall Holland. 


IIOU8K OF IiORBS. 

'fuesduyf June 28 . 

TiIV.VKS op THfc. House TO THE DuKF. 
OP WiLLiiSOToN-l As it was understood 
that his grace the duke of Wrlliiiglon 
would be introduced fur the purpose of 
taking the uaths and iiis seat, a coiikider- 
able concourse oi persons .'Ascnibled below 
the bar at an early Uou:, An unusual 
number of peers aUo were ^ resent on the 
occasion, and below the throne sat tbc 
duchess of Welliiiglon, and the countess 
of Mornington, the veuerable mother of 
the noble duke. Several otber ladles were 
present, and many members of the House 
of Commons. At about ten uiuiutes past 
three the noble duke entered ibe House, 
preceded by the duke of Morlolk, as earl 
anarshal of England, sir Isaac Heard, 
garter ^ing at arms, sir Thomas Tyrrwbit, 
usher the black rod, and cjupported by 
the dukes of Richmond and Somerset, 
‘Hia patents of credlion, ac 'baron, earl^ 


marquis, and duke, were then aeverally 
read, and occupied a considerable time* 
The usual oaths were next administered 
to bis grace, after which he signed his 
name, and took his seat. 

The Lord Chancellor then addressed him, 
for the purpose of conveying tlie Thanks ot' 
the House, as voted on the preceding even¬ 
ing. lie said that he had received the 
commands of that House to return their 
acknowledgments and thanks to his grace 
for his eminent and important services, 

t erformed to his sovereign and his country, 
u the execution of that duty be could not 
refrain from calling bis attention, and that 
of the noble lords present, to a circum¬ 
stance singular in the history ot that House, 
that upon his introduction he had gone 
through every dignity of the peerage in 
tills country, which it was in the power of 
the crown to bestow. Those dignities bkd 
been conferred upon him for eminent and 
distinguished services j and for the same 
services both Houses of Parliament had 
bestowed the highest honours it was in 
their power to grant—their unanimous 
thanks and approbation. He would not 
have the presumption to attempt to state 
the nature of those merits, nor to recapitu¬ 
late thase glorious achievements, those 
brilliant acts which had given immortality 
to the name of Wellington, and had placed 
this empire on a height of military renown, 
of which there was no example in its his¬ 
tory. He felt that he could not better 
discharge the difiy which had devolved 
upon him, than by recurring to the terms 
ill which that House had so otlen express¬ 
ed their sense of the energy, the unremit¬ 
ting exertions, Uie ardour, and the ability 
will) which the noble duke bad conducted 
the arihiuus campaigns ot the Peninsula j 
exertions a'nd ability which finally enabled 
him to plate the allied armies in the heart 
of France, lighting their « ay ihore throogh 
the blaze of victory’. The glonou') result 
«f all hts toils and vittoneh liad been to 
achieve the peace, the secuiiiy, and the 
greatness of his coiintiy, while fats 
example he had aninialcd the rest of Eu¬ 
rope,, and eiMtilcd her governments to re¬ 
store tlieir ancient order. The House, he 
knew, would excuse him if he indulged 
for a moment, in the opportunity aflurded 
him af expressing bit own satisfactuin in 
having been the instrument to convey, on 
ail those occesioiU, the thanks aud ac- 
koowtedgm^ptstbey bad voted to his grace, 
and more especially the infinite grattfica- 
tMn be bow felt in feUiliins Iheir com- 
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tBands. hjr mforining the noble duke, that 
they had tmanimouviy voted their thanks, 
for his eminent and iiiiremitted services, 
and their oungratulatiuiis uj>un his return 
to this rtninlry. 

Tile Duke of IVellinglm rose and said : 
Unable a-. 1 should leel myself at any 
time to address your lordships, yet 1 have, 
on the present occasion, to return you my 
acknoo ledgments lor the approbation you 
have been pleased to express of my con- 
duct. But 1 feel myself so overcome by 
the honour 1 have received, b)' the favouis 
which his loyal highness the Prince Re¬ 
gent hat shewn me, by the approbation 
bestowed by your lordships and the House 
of Commons, that 1 am utterly unable to 
express niy sentiments. In truth, my 
lords, the entire confidence which goverri- 
jnent was pleased to lepose in me, the 
ample means entrusted to my disposal, and 
the cordial assistance I leceivcd from the 
gallant officers who slmred my cainpaigii«, 
contributed piwerfoily to those succesbes 
which your lordships have noticed in a 
manner so gratifying. Hricoiiraged and 
excited as 1 was by the greatest favour and 
protection of the Pi ince Regent, and by 
the approbation and applause of parlia¬ 
ment, I cannot consider the difilbulties 1 
had to overcome as at all equal to the 
TOOtives that thus animated me, and I am 
apprehensive 1 shall be found not so de¬ 
serving of the honours bestowed upon me 
as your kindness may believe. I can only 
add, that 1 shall ever be found ready to 
serve his Majesty, to the utmost of my 
abilities, in any capacity in which he 
may tliink proper to employ me. 

After a few minutes, during which bis 
grace received the congratulations of many 
of tile peers present, be retired to unrobe, 
and then re-eiiteied the House, dressed in 
the uiiiioim of a field marshal^ decorated 
with various orders, &c. 

r.Hr;Listi Roman Cathoucs.] Karl Grey 
rose to present a Petition from the Bnglisli 
Roman t'jihohcs, praying for relief. Li 
bringing this separate plotter before their 
iordbliips, he wished to be understood as 
departing in no respect whatever from the 
sentiments he had hitherto avowed, with 
rospect to the general question as afifecting 
the Catholic subjects ot this rfsaim. Upoa 
that question, his opinions remained un¬ 
altered. though, from particular causes, be 
had thoughtkinexpedient to bring it before 
parliament in the present session, and h^ 
therefore urged wiUt a noble friend of his, 
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who presented a petition from the Catholics 
of Ireland, in not founding any motion upon 
Ibst petition at present. But with regaid 
to the Catholics ol England, there were 
some things in their condition which ren¬ 
dered them peculiarly an object of sepa¬ 
rate and distinct consideraiion. Their 
constantly meiitonous conduct, their uni¬ 
form loyalty, their unwearied patience 
under great suilerings, never once disiui bed 
by a single expiession of irittaiion, entitled 
them to the pioteclion of the legislature. 
There were some circumstances m the 
situation of the Eiighkh Catholics which 
rendered their condition peculiarly galling. 
I'hcy not only stifleied under all those 
general disabilities which attached equally 
to themselves and the Caiholics ot the 
sister kingdom; bul the relief which bad 
been afloidcd to the latter, by their own 
parliament, was not extended to the for¬ 
mer. That exclusion, too, was rendered 
the moie sevc'ie and nisupportahle, fiom 
the circumstance that the Iiish Cailioiic, 
even when he arrived iii England, con¬ 
tinued in the enjoyment oi all those pri¬ 
vileges and benefits granted to him by the 
Irish law, hut ftoin which the English 
Catholic was wholly excluded. 'The House 
would be fully sensible of so strange an 
anomaly, so crying an injustice, and it was 
only to the extent of a leinedy for that 
evil that he now intended to call the 
attention of government. Late as the 
session was, if he could have flattered 
himself that he should receive the coun¬ 
tenance and support of ministers, he would 
have brought forward sonic measure 
for their relief; but without that sup¬ 
port no benefit could result to them, he 
was persuaded, from agitating the ques¬ 
tion. Ills advice to the English Catholics, 
therefore, pad been, that they should, 
themselves, open a communication with 
ministers, and ascertain how tar any dis¬ 
position existed on their part to ameliorate 
their condition. He did not know whe¬ 
ther any such application had been made. 
He was of opinion that such partial, yet 
necessary relief, as he had suggested, might 
be afforded even in the present session of 
parliament, for to that limited measure of 
concession many were favourable who op¬ 
posed the general pritwiple. He should 
content himself, however, for the present, 
in moving that the Petition do lie on the 
table. 

The Bake of Norfolk expressed his hope 
that ministors would do sometbmg this 
session. If they would bold out a hope 
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that the Petition ehoaid be taken into con. 
aideration, he would not press the matter 
any further; but if no such hope was held 
out, he should feel it his duty to bring the 
question before parliament this session. . 

Tire Petition was then ordered to lie on 
the table. 

OiiANGE Lodofs.") The Duke of Hu^sex 
ro'>e and observed, that be had a variety of 
petitions to present irom the Cailtoiic& and 
Pi oi'^hraiitsot various parts of Ireland. For 
the inlormation of the House, he should 
move that one of them be rend, as they 
sveie all the same. They wgrc against a 
soiieiy called the Orange Lodge. He 
had had them in his possession some time, 
with an intention to present them, but he 
had curne down to the House several days 
without finding any of the ministers pre¬ 
sent, and had thought it improper to lay 
them on the table in their absence. He 
had waited, therefore, fur a meeting like 
the present; but he did not mean, as there 
was an interesting subject which atieady 
stood for that evening’s discussion, to press 
the matter upon the attention of the House. 
He thought it bis duty, however, to pre¬ 
sent the petitions, because he conceived 
that when the Catholic Board (upon whose 
proceedings he should deliver no opinion) 
vras laid aside, and when it was known 
tliat elsewhere a Hill had been introduced 
tor pn serving the peace of Ireland, the 
moment was come for government it¬ 
self to take some measuie with respect to 
the associations referred to in those peti¬ 
tions. If be should learn from the senti- 
inents of ministers, that it was their inten¬ 
tion to suppress the system, then he should 
think it unnecessary to make any ulterior 
motion; but if not, he should bring the 
question before their lordships. lie could 
not, however, dismiss the subject without 
begging that one of the petitions might 
be read. The substance of the uilegations 
contained in them was, that these societies 
Were bound together by secret and illegal 
oatlis; that they formed processions, in 
which there were a number of armed peo¬ 
ple ; armed societies being unconstitu¬ 
tional ; and that the existence of these 
lodges gave rise to other societies of a dif¬ 
ferent nature, but equally distressing to 
the country. 

One of the petitiona was then raad, 
which, with several others from different 
distijcts in Irelaad^ were ordered to lie on 
the table. 


Slave Toade.'] A great number of peh« 
titions against the continuance of the Slave 
Trade,'were preseiiied by ihe duke of 
Gloucester, lord Grev, and the maiquis of 
Laiisdowiie. Loid Holland presented oner 
fioni the Dissenting ministers of the three 
denominations m London, Lord Stanhope 
presented several also, and observed, that 
as the House must cunlemplate, with iiifi. 
iiite regret, the prubabie danger of slaves 
being smuggled into our West India islands, 
he hud diawn U|> a Bill to pieveut that 
evil (rum taking place. It was not his in¬ 
tention to presiMit it that dr|y. The object 
of the Bill was, that if any negro should 
be imported into our tblaiids, they should 
become ipno Jatlo, as fiee as if they had 
been landed in the inland of Great Britain. 
This he considered would be a complete 
remedy, as no person would be found wil¬ 
ling lu purcliase a negro when he could 
have no property in liiiii. 

Tbrsty of Pcace with France.] Loid 
Lonsdale lose to move an Address to the 
Prince Regent, thanking him for his gra¬ 
cious comniunication of the Treaty of 
peace with France to the Ilous4, and as¬ 
suring his Royal Highness of the appro¬ 
bation with which their lordships regarded 
that Treaty, which was sate and honour¬ 
able to all. It was sate, as the best inte¬ 
rests of this country had been consulted ; 
honourable as it had been concluded at 
the end of a successful war. With this 
impression of the Treaty, it might be suf¬ 
ficient barely'to move the Address without 
any comment: hut there were times when 
those who srldom'^ddressed their lordships 
were called upon to express their senti¬ 
ments. It was uniiecessaiy now to call 
the attentipn of their lordships to the lime 
when the military power of France pre¬ 
ponderated so much on the continent, and 
was wielded by a man whose dearest ob¬ 
ject was the destruction of the constitution 
and independence of this country. By the 
splendid successes of the duke of Welling¬ 
ton, who had that day been so doqueiitly 
thanked by the noble lord on the woolsack, 
and the exertions of the allied powers of 
the continent, that colossal preponderance 
had been overthrown, and the result was 
the cBtablUbmeiit of a secure and honour¬ 
able peace. The restoration of the Bour¬ 
bon I'amily, who had so long enjoyed the 
hospitality of this country, was itself a 
strong foundation for confidence, tbsft the 
peace would be secure and lasting; while 
the friendly relations between this coiuitt^ 
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and UuiffU would, in all probability, be 
cemented by the visit of the aogost mo¬ 
narch of all the Uustias. France, too, bad 
receiTed all that was necessary for her 
bonour—ali that she could reasonably de¬ 
mand : most of her foreign possession^ had 
been restored, her own boundaries had 
been rather increased, and by this means 
the causes of future contention had, as far 
as possible, been removed. On this prin¬ 
ciple, also. Prance bad given up all pre¬ 
tensions to permanent and extensive estab¬ 
lishments in India: and this country ha<l 
made several acquisitions highly favour¬ 
able to her naval superiority. The people 
of this country had suHered many priva¬ 
tions ; but by their confidence in the go¬ 
vernment, and by the wisdom of the go¬ 
vernment, in acting on the energies of the 
people, the nation now reaped its reward 
in a secure and honourable peace. I'he 
noble lord concluded by moving the Ad¬ 
dress. 

Lord Dl’ Dl tslanoille seconded the mo¬ 
tion. The subject of the Tiea*y had been 
already amply and ably discussed, and 
the thanks of this country were due to 
the supreme Disposer of all events, and he 
was happy that those thanks were soon to 
be rendered in a more solemn manner. 
In addition to the great exertions made 
by this country, and the splendid talents 
and successes of the duke of Wellington, 
the cause bad been powerfully assisted by 
lluKsia, and latterly by Sweden, Piussia, 
and Austria, The emperor of Russia, par¬ 
ticularly, ti ’.d evinced the greatest mag¬ 
nanimity thionghoul; and the exertions 
of Sweden, 1*1 UHsia, Austiia, and Bavaria, 
bad produced the greatest cflect, without 
which, the peace could not have been 
made on such favourable conditions. The 
thanks of the nation were also due to the 
Prince Regent’s ministers. The Engliah 
had been called by the late ruler of France 
a shop-keeping nation ; but if the matter 
were conlidered merely on the principle 
of profit and loss, the money of the nation 
bad been well expended. As to the dole 
of Wellington, It was impossible to speak 
in adequate terms of his services. As had 
been said of a great leader of antiquity, he 
bad overcome envy by his glory." He did 
not wish to detract from the merits of the 
duke of Marlborough. Had he been 
placdl in the duke of Wellmgton’s situa¬ 
tion, be w^tild probably have done the 
tame t more he could not have done, 
t^{,^duke of ilarlborongh bad been pieced 
aft more favownble circiHtostances 
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than the duke of Wellington. He bad 
fought at the bead of the armies of the 
greatest military power on the cont'uient, 
except France, lliey all knew in what a 
situation Europe was when the duke of 
Wellington went to the continent,—-what 
a tremendous preponderance France main¬ 
tained'by her vast armies, commanded by 
one who was the gieatest military genius 
of the age. The glory of our illustimux 
general would be recorded in the page of 
our history, and he would be delnered 
down to posterity as one of the greatest of 
the heroes that this country had ptuduced. 
His conduct was a noble contrast to the 
excesses which had been committed by 
other generals in the present war. The 
conduct of the duke of Wellington was a 
constant endeavour to mitigate the evils of 
war. The terms of the Treaty had been 
prupcily described by the noble lord as 
honourable to all paities. Fiance bad 
been preserved in marly the same situa¬ 
tion that she was in before the war. The 
terms were also honourable to (Ureal Bri¬ 
tain, inasmuch as she retained soin<' of the 
colonies taken from France. Viewing the 
Tieaiy as honourable and advantageous to 
all paities, he was happy to second the 
Address movid by the noble lord. 

Lord Grenville said, that if he fell any 
difficulty in cordially concurring in the 
Address which had been moved hy his 
noble friend, it arose out ol the Article le- 
garding the Slave Trade, to which he 
had adtelted on the preceding evening; 
but having signed a deciaialion of his opi¬ 
nion upon that head, he should content 
himself with that and the deciaialion 
which he now made, that hih benliments 
upon that point were unchanged, and 
would not disturb the unanimity which he 
wished to prevail in that House, in appro¬ 
bation of the principle of ibis Treaty, and 
which he nisbed to go forth to the people 
as the unanimous sentiment of the llouse. 
It wassvitb this view that he had made the 
Article respecting the Slave Trade, whicii 
he, in common with others, so deeply la- 
roented, the subject of a preiiminary dis¬ 
cussion. The only difficulty, iheiefore, 
he felt was, that by a strictness of con¬ 
struction, the Address moved by his noble 
friend might be supposed to convey an 
approbation of that Article, in all other 
respects, he most stscerely and cordially 
cononrr^ in the Address, which he consi- 
deicd to have been wisely drawn op: 
First, with resp'ect to its noticing, in im¬ 
propriate terms, the firmness, the perse- 
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vf-ranpe, nht] the tnugnanitnity with which 
the peop.e of this country h;ul borne the 
privations conseqnvnt upon a war of 20 
}ears duration, a conduct which had so 
essentially contributed to the maintenance 
of their own dearest rights and interests, 
and to the restoiation of the tranquillity of 
Europe, a conduct which in all times to 
come would be remembered with grati- 
tu<le, and which would go down to the 
latest posterity, accompanied by all that 
praise to which it was so justly entitled. 
Secondly, in its approbation of the prin- ' 
ciple upon which tlie Treat}’’ was founded, 
that of cessions of the conquests made by 
this country, with a view to the gcner.d 
settlement of peace in Europe. 

Nothing, in his mind, could be more 
clearly founded in sound policy, than the 
principle that the conquests we had made 
were not to be retained for our own ad¬ 
vantage, but w'ore to be considered as 
pudges in our hands for the restoration of 
the general tranquillity of Europe, upon a 
secure and peimanent basis; and, hap¬ 
pily, they were now so applied, with a fair 
and reasonatdc prospect of attainin'; the 
security so highly to be desired. There 
undoubtedly had been times in the pro¬ 
gress of the contest, when it became the 
duly of ministers to offer a part of our 
conquests at the price of paciiiaation, but 
he, speaking individually, had never en¬ 
tered into any negociation, or seen as a 
spectator any negociation entered into 
wilh the late government of France, in 
which he had any hope of its leading to a 
permanent settlement of tranquillity in 
Europe. That government being itself an 
usurpation, was essentially fAilitury, and 
depended for support entirely upon its 
army—an army which could alone bo 
supported by the aggression, the plondet, 
and the spoil of surrounding states. It was 
this situation of France, which rendered 
in his mind hopeless all expectations of 
the restoration of Europe to a state of per¬ 
manent tranquillity. By the providential 
change which had taken place in the af¬ 
fairs of the continent, this obstacle had 
been removed, and we could liave no bet¬ 
ter security for the permanence of the 
tranquillity of Europe, than tlie restoration 
of the descendant of the legitimate king of 
France to the throne of hit ancestors. Of 
the just and liberal views of the monarch 
now BO happily restored, he was personally 
Convinced, but the great object attained 
the restoration of those civil instilu- 
.tioas in Fraiwti which were in unison with 
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those that had grown up in Euri^e during 
several hundred years, and which had 
been forcibly subverted by the late osur- 
pation. It was alone to a govetnment 
founded on those civil jniUtutions that w« 
could look for thatsecurity, without which 
the peace of Europe could not be of long 
duration. This object being thus happily 
attained by the restoration of the legiti¬ 
mate monarch of Fiance to the throne of 
his ancestors, the noble lord said,be would 
even have been ready to have gone further, 
in acting upon the principle of cessions, 
provided the setUemenl of the peace of 
Europe could thereby have been securely 
attained. He would eVen have been 
ready to have given up all our conquests, 
(for our possessions without them were, 
God be thanked, tully enough for our own 
I secuiity) with a view to the attainment of 
that great object. It ought not, however, 
to be concealed, in taking a view of this 
Treaty, that we had paid the price in 
cessions for obtaining the settlement of the 
peace of Europe, but that that important 
object still remained to be secured, it were 
much to have been wished that this im¬ 
portant object could have been settl^l, or 
at least the basis of it definitively ananged, 
at the time the cessions we had made bad 
been bartered for its attainment. 

With regard both to Germany and Italy, 
the interestsof this country were undoubt¬ 
edly materially involved, in whatever ter 
rilorial arrangements might be made there. 
With respect to Holland, it was most ma¬ 
nifest that we had the deepest interest in 
the future arrangements for the security of 
that state ; Holland, of itself being unable 
to rssist not merely a protracted war on 
tile part of France, but even a sadden hos¬ 
tile aggression. With this view it had 
been the "jpolicy of our ancestors to inter¬ 
pose between the Dutch territories and 
France, states belonging to a powerful 
monarchy, namely, the Netherlands, be¬ 
longing to Austria, which formed an effec¬ 
tual protection to liolland against the hos¬ 
tilities of France. I*’rom some motives of 
policy on the part of Austria, bot in bis 
-Opinion with great folly, duriim the pro- 
' rcss of the late Revolution in France, she 
ism an tied all the fortresses of the Nether¬ 
lands, and the consequence was, that they, 
together with Holland, fell a prey to the 
aggressions of France. What security it 
would be now deemed best to give to 
Holland, whether to restore the iptei^. 
diate territories of (he Netherlands to 
Austria; whether to vest thoM territo- 
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rl*» in another monarchy, or whether to 
give to HoHand snch an accession of 
atiengih as woeld enable her to secure 
herself, he could not presume to say, being 
ignofiant of the circumstances which could 
t&jne enable him to form a judgment upon 
such a subject. Kut this he would say, 
that H was eswntiai to the interests of this 
country, that a sufRcient security should 
be provided for Holland, sufficient, at 
least, to enable that state to repel any hos¬ 
tile aggression on the part of France, until 
Ibis country could make preparations to 
send a force to the assistance of her ally ; 
and sufficient, with that aid, for defence, 
until whatever power in Europe might 
then be connected with this country, could 
also send a force to co operate in repelling 
the aggression. 

With regard to the frontier accessions of 
territory obtained by France under the 
Treaty, his noble friend, who moved the 
Address, had observed, that they were 
merely for the purpose of rounding her 
territory, and for the mutual convenience 
of frontier states, by exchanging pieces of 
land involved in each other's possessions. 
Were it nothing more, none but a petlant 
would object to the Treaty upon any 
strict ground of construction; but there 
appeared in the Treaty something more 
on the side of Savoy, where France bad 
obtained not merely a trifling accession of 
frontier, but, as he was informed, an im¬ 
portant nfihtary position, and that not 
merely a defensive one, but of an offensive 
character, and against which, as he iinderk. 
stood, the king of Sardinia, on being re¬ 
stored to the inheritance of his ancestors, 
had loudly complained. He did not pro¬ 
fess to understand the nature of the posi¬ 
tion obtained in this quarter by France, 
but such was the information he had re¬ 
ceived. # 

With regard, generally, however, to 
the principle and object of the Treaty, the 
Address had his sincere and cordial con¬ 
currence, and be trusted that the settle¬ 
ment of the peace of Europe would now 
be attained upon a secure and permanent 
basis. He rejoiced at ihe recognition in 
the Address, which might be eonsidered 
to contain the sentiments of his Majesty's 
governmeot of the principle of restoration, 
instead of that principle of partition which 
had led to so many evils. The principle 
of partition had given the first shake to the 
solid esfablishnaent of the peace of Europe, 
and danng the first ten years of the late 
cMtest the esdeavonr to proenre that 
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union of the great powers of Europe, 
which bad at length been so happily 
effected, had been fruslraied, and every 
hope of the good to be derived from them, 
disappointed by the operation of this prin¬ 
ciple of partition, each power tooking to 
aggrandise itself at the cxpcnce of its 
wciker neighbour, without considering 
that it thereby only rendered itself an' 
easier prey to France. lie rejoiced most 
sincerely that this principle of partition 
had at length been given up, and that the 
powers of Europe, aware of their true 
interests, had gone back to the only true 
principle, that uf restoration, and the bene¬ 
ficial tftect of this policy had been nio«t 
apparent. He trusted that this principle of 
restoration would be persevered in, it being 
that alone upon which tliu peace of 
Europe (oiild be permanently settled, 
lie could not express his satisfaction in 
the general i'eatuies of the Tieaiy, without 
at the same time stating the grounds on 
which that satisfaction was founded. After 
the convulsions which had taken place in 
every stale of Europe, he did not expect 
that the object of lestoring every country 
to its foimer situation could be followed 
up with literal strictness. But he wished 
to make this general impression on the 
minds of the public, that in proportion as 
the principle uf icsturation was adopted, 
would the peace bu secure and permanent, 
but in proportion as the principle of par¬ 
tition was resorted to, would be the short¬ 
ness of the period in which we should bo 
again involved in the calamities of war. 

There was only one sentiment more 
which he was desirous to express. After 
the immense sacrifices and unparelleled 
exertions made by this country, sacrifices 
and exertions only justified by the desire 
of preserving the happiest constitution that * 
had ever existed in the world, he hoped 
that the habits of the last twenty years, 
would not make them forget that that con¬ 
stitution and a great aimed force could 
not exist together. lie would add, that 
the keeping up such a force would not be 
consistent with that part of the Address in 
which we were told, and told truly, that 
ail the objects of the war had been accom¬ 
plished, and final tranquillity lestoied to 
Europe. If such was our present situation, 
be would claim for bis country, that we 
should return once more to the reduced 
military establishment which we maia- 
Uiined before the commencement of the 
wlirinthe year 1791. He knew that it 
was aecesiary to keep up a larger force. 
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for an iaereaae of territorial aequisitiont 
abroadj and that waa one reason nrhy be 
was not very anxioos to retain oar distant 
conquests. Neither would the same ez> 
pence (Je sufficient now for the support of 
an equally extended military establishmentj 
but be wished the amount of the force kept 
up to be the same, or that a distinct reason 
abouid be giren for erery deviation from 
the former peace establishment. He con* 
jured noble lords to let no exultation of 
triumph, no intoxication of success, no 
enthusiasm excited by feelings, which it 
would be base indeed not to participate 
and not to cherish, to draw them aside 
Irom the important consideration, that in 
economy and low establishments the true 
prosperity and security of this country 
consist. 

The Earl of Liverpool said it would not 
be necessary for him to detain their Iqrd- 
ships long. He should only trouble them 
with a few words on the general principle 
and stipulations of the Treaty, which he 
hoped would explain some of the criticisms 
-oso he might call them, rather than the 
objections of the noble baron. In the 
iiegociation it was necessary to adopt one 
of two principles either a general Con* 
gress must be resorted to, or a Treaty 
must be formed between the allies on the 
one band, uid Fiance on the other. Great 
and unavoidable delay most occur from 
the adoption of the former method, on 
account of the complexity of the various 
interests to be settled. The settling the 
boundaries and claims of France was the 
principal and immediate object. This, 
however, it was necessary to do while the 
allied armies remained in France, and 
while the impression of the victories which 
had been obtained was fresh in the minds 
pf the French themselves. Neither was it 
proper that the forces of the allies .should 
remain long in France. This object, 
therefore, had been attended to in tlie firat 
instance; and the adjusting of the other 
interests had been referred to the general 
Congress. 

What he should next advert to, was the 
pqpciple on which the allies bad con¬ 
ducted themselves in the negociation, 
which was, that no peace with France 
could be secure or lasting, which did not 
maintain the honour and independence of 
that country inviolate* In becoming the 
negociator of a peace, he alwaye wished 
to jpnsider himself as the arbiter of the 
different interests at ftake, and as forming 
bis decision on a fair and and oomprahen- 
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live view of the circomatances amt claimi 
of all the parties. He believed that there 
was no treaty to be found which would 
stand the test of these principle* bettaf 
than the one which had been just con¬ 
cluded. Connected with that Treaty was 
the restoration of -the ancient dynasty of 
the Bourbons, and it was no less necessary 
to the security of this country than due to 
every just and honourable filing, to re¬ 
store that dynasty to a respectable and 
commanding situation among the powers 
of Europe. After th^ calamitous events 
of the last twenty-two years, after the 
changes that bad taken place, after tha 
overturning of so many monarchies, be 
thought there was no other solid battu to 
propose than the returning to the ancient 
state of France, antecedent to the war of 
1?P2. Sixteen months ago, what noble 
lord would not have rejoiced at the most 
distant prospect of obtaining such uvbasis, 
of which even the hope bad at that time 
been relinquished ? This basis in the pre¬ 
sent Treaty, if not rigidly, strictly, or lite¬ 
rally, had been in all the material points 
substantially adhered to. France, with 
some few exceptions, had been reduced to 
her ancient limits. With the conquesta 
which she had made, with the military 
spirit which she had imbibed, with the in¬ 
toxication of so long a career of virtory^ 
it was not to be wondered at that France 
bad required and obtained something be¬ 
yond her ancient territory. The concea- 
sions which bad been made to her were, 
—-I. Avignon and other districts, whioh 
were, as the French termed it, endavii, In 
their own territory. 2. Some addition in 
the Netherlands, for the purpose of con¬ 
necting their line of fortresses togeiher. 
3. The fortress of Landau in (Germany. 
As this was.a military position, the bust 
military authorities had been consulted 
before it was given op, but no danger was 
thought to arise from its surrender. On 
the side of Savoy, the greatest aa]uisitioD8 
had been made by France. The wbolo 
of the addition which bad been made to 
her population amounted to between 6 
and 700,000 inhabitants; and if we con¬ 
sidered the loss of population which 
France had suffered in the late conflict, 
there was, in this acceasioo Cf numerical 
force, no causa of alarm. No fortresses 
out of the ancient dinstts of Fmnce, or 
which did ant formally belong to her. bad 
bean conandsd W the Trgaty. AJi tho 
fortreaiun in the low coantries were with-, 
drawn from the power of France, With 
(2B) 
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thete exceptioiM, Erance bad bees re¬ 
stored to vrbat abe wat m I7i^2. 

In the. progress ot the war it had for* 
lunateifr bsppeord that we bad conquered 
aU the oelonia) pobsessioneof France. These 
it aeeased neitb* r ju«t nor prudent to re* 
|«p, but to throw them into the scale of 
ihe general arrangements about to be 
made. To preserve our authority in Europe, 
it was necessary not to proceed on a prin¬ 
ciple of colonial monopoly, which would 
diminish instead of increasing our power, 
and prevent our successful interference in 
the system of continental politics. Or 
even if it were m our power, it would not 
ba for the interest of this country to shot 
France completely out of her colonial 
and commercial advantages. It was ex¬ 
actly in proportion as she was colonial 
and commescial that we had a power 
over her by' attacking lier colonies and 
wounding her commerce. The principle 
of a restitution on which we had pro¬ 
ceeded was the following: 1. Wc had 
retained the French factories. 2. Wc 
ibept the Mauritius—this would be an 
important acquisition to France, if she 
possessed an empire in India, but was 
otherwise of no value to her. 3. The 
island of Malta was retained as the key 
to the Mediterraneau. 4. We recovered 
the island of Tobago where there was not 
a single proprietor who was not English. 
This island bad been conceded to France 
at the peace of 17B3. 

The noble eaii tiien proceeded to state 
that there were many points in which he 
agreed with the observations of the noble 
niroii, paiiicularly as to the importance of 
Holland and the Netherlands to this coun¬ 
try; but on that and other points, there 
wis, be conceived a perfect good uiider- 
atandiog between the difiereot powers, 
aud be hoped there were no material d>f* 
ficatties that would not be. overcome at 
the ensuing Congress. To that Congress 
he was ctmvinced England would come 
with greater weight than if peace had not 
been already concluded. The other in* 
teresu implicated in the Treaty would he 
adjusted, with a view to the state of things 
before the war. He was convinced that 
Europe had never enjoyed so much bap- 
pineu as from the time of the English 
imlation in lOfiB, to the French Revolu¬ 
tion in 1730, It was his object, therefore, 
to hriirg things back as much as pomihle, 
to the state tli4y> were in at that period; 
but this object, however desirable, could 
not be comjidehtiy ohumed* alter the 


changes aud convulsions of every kind 
which had taken place. 

There was one observation more whichhe 
could not help making on that part of tho 
Address, which declared that we had ar* 
rived at the great objects of the war. 
What were those objects ? We had eiitcied 
into the war in 1703, to defend our ally, 
the government of Holland, from the iii. 
vasion of the French. That ally had 
been restored to independence, and the 
lawful family, the House of Orange, to 
the throne. During the whole course of 
the contest, the balance of power m 
Europe, though, in our despair, the term 
liad been almost forgotten, was the wished- 
for end of all our efforts. But now the 
exorbitant powei of I<ranee had been re¬ 
duced within reasonable, it not ivitliiti her 
ancient limiK Other jiowers bad pene¬ 
trated into the heart of France, bad made 
peace in her capital, and had thus reco¬ 
vered their equality in strengi'h and tank, 
and public opinion. At one lime the Pe¬ 
ninsula presented the only consoling pros¬ 
pect to our hopes; but now no wish, no 
object had been left unaccomplished. 
Malta had been, at one time, stated to be 
the cause of the war. This hardly required 
refutation. Again it was said, that the 
object of hituaelf, and of his former 
colleagues, was the restoration of the 
Bourbons. This was also false; though 
he was convinced that we could have bad 
a satisfactory peace with no other govern¬ 
ment in that country. At the the con¬ 
clusion of other wars we had sometimes 
abandoned our allies, and consulted only 
oar own separate interests. This had 
been the case in 1763. The present peace 
was made in conjunction with our allies, 
with their full approbation, and with their 
entire gratitude lor the services we bad 
leiideied to the common cause. Never 
was there amument in which the character 
of Great iBritain stood so high as at pre¬ 
sent. This was not a visionaiy and ideal 
source of exultation: for character was 
stiengtb. 

On the motion for the Address being 
then put, it was carried new. car. 
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Petition fbom rpiE Society otFrienjds, 
esWTi (duAKEas, aaaPECTiNC the Slave 
’Imue*] Thirty-beven petitions were 
pfitteoterji from variou places, praying for 
a naviMon of tbiM Artkie of the Treaty oi 
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Peace with FrBnce> W which the eenti- 
nosnee of the Siaee Trade waa to be per* 
mittecl for five years in the colonies to be 
be ceded to France. Among them was 
the following from the Society of Friends: 

To the Commons of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland, in Par¬ 
liament assembled.—^The Humble Pe¬ 
tition of the Society of Friends, com¬ 
monly called Quakers. 

Shewetb-—That yonr^petitioners hav¬ 
ing for a long conrse of years feU it there 
religious duty to advocate the cause of 
their oppress^ fellow-men, the natives of 
Africa, and to protect against that combi¬ 
nation of enormities, the Slave Trade, re¬ 
joiced to see this abominable traffic, first 
condemned by the British parliament, 
and then made felony by the same high 
authority; they rejoice that so foul a blot 
tarnishing the reputation of ibis free and 
enlightened country, was wiped away— 
that this disgrace to the professors of the 
Christian religion ceased to be the crime 
of Britain ; they rejoiced, not only on ac¬ 
count of the unhappy victims of avarice, 
thus rescued from destraclion, but also for 
themselves and their fellow subjects, in 
the belief that this virtuous procedure ot 
the legislature would draw down the Di¬ 
vine lildssing upon this country : and they 
indulged a pleasing hope, from the dis¬ 
continuance of a practice which must have 
powerfully operated to prevent the pro¬ 
gress of Christianity m Africa, that tha 
time was approaching, when amongst the 
numerous inhabitants of that quarter of the 
globe the inestimable blessing of^ the 
Gbspel Light might be widely spread. 

*' Your petitioners, therefore, cannot 
but contemplate with feelings of grief and 
dismay the consent on tlie part of this 
country for France to renew this system of 
robbery and murder, and to carry it on 
for a period of five years; sftould this 
take place, they think it but too evident 
that the generous eilurt now making to 
diffuse instruction and promote improve¬ 
ment in regions to which so largo amends 
are due for grievous and long-continued 
injury, will be in vain; and that the de¬ 
luge of blood which has been stopped in 
Europe, will now take its course through 
unoffending sutd defenceless Africa. 
Under these circumstances it will be diffi¬ 
cult to feel cordiality for a nation, which 
by Btipulviing foi* itself the revival of a 
commerce in the persom of men, shall 
nave been the cause of evils so enormous} 
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and year petkionera are also impressed 
with the consideration, that as no stsde, 
while engaged in deliberate murder, can 
expect the countenance and protectioii of 
Heaven, there is great reason to fear that 
France may on this occasion, by seeking 
fresh calamities to herself? and (unhappily 
alto for for this country) possibly sowing 
the seeds of a new war. But your peti¬ 
tioners derive consolations from reffcctiog, 
that the expected Congress of the prin« 
cipal European powers may afford the op- 
portnnity of doing away, and immediately 
and for ever, the reproach of this traffic 
from the Christian name; anxious ibat an 
opportunity so momentous should not be 
lost, and feeling that the multiplied bless¬ 
ings of Providence to this country should, 
from a sense of gratiude, excite to in¬ 
creased exertion in the cause of justice 
and beneficence, your petitioners very 
earnestly implore that you will take this 
subject into your roost serious considera¬ 
tion, and adopt such measures as in your 
wisdom may seem meet, and as the im¬ 
portance and urgency of the case re¬ 
quire. * 

*< Signed in and on behalf of a meeting 
representing the Society of Frieaidi in 
Gieat Britain, held in London, the 28th of 
the fith month, 1814." 

Streets of the METEoaoiis.] Mr. 
M , A . Tester rose to call the attention of 
the House to the present wretched state of 
the Streets of the metropolis, which waa 
evident to any man that walked along 
them. He wished to know what was she 
fond for keeping them in repair; and 
when he bad learned that, be should pro¬ 
pose a remedy. Some years ago there 
exitted a regular board for paving and 
lighting the streets, but quarrels bad 
arisen, some parishes were exempted from 
contributing, and be doubted if the fund 
were now applied to the repair of the 
streets; but rather thought it was applied 
to general parochial purposes. The 
emulation aoMing the different watee- 
cumpaiHeB, he believed to be a principal 
mnise of the state of the streets. Ft was 
bis intention next session t« muee forleave 
to bring in a bill on this subject; aa the 
present session wae (eu fer elaps^ to do 
it with e^cu The bMl. gentleman cons 
eluded by aaovbig, l. *■ That there be 
laid before ffiit House, an»account of tfae 
yearly amount of tbe assessmeois eaade 
nw tm last fiaur years in the tovei^ 
parishes within tbe niiis of mortalityj lor 
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the paving |in4 lighting of the etreeu, lanei, 
nn4 pasties, within the said parishea. 
a. A like account from the comroiMioner* 
for paving nnd lighting certain parts of 
ih# city of Westminster, distinguishing in 
each account the amount of the sums dis* 
bnrsed for paving, together with the 
amount of the sums disbursed for light¬ 
ing/'—Ordered. 

Fras or CouaTs or Justice.] Sir 
Jo/in Newport rose to make the motion of 
which be had given notice, relative to the 
increase of fees in the diderent courts of 
justice, lie said, it was both the right and 
duty of the House to enquire into the 
Itate of the courts of justice, and into the 
conduct of the officers connected with 
them. Should that contioul get into 
disuse the suitor would not have that pro¬ 
tection which he was intended to have by 
the constitution. From the earliest times 
such a right had been exercised—from the 
restoration dosrn to the revolution, and at 
various periods subsequently to that era, 
the last of which was in 17P8; since 
whicii time there bad been no supervision 
by (bat House, though called fot by the 
union of the two countries. Bred himself 
to the profession of the law, he early felt 
a high lespect for the profession; and 
was far from imputing any improper 
motive to the high officers wlio presided 
in the courts of justice. He should scarcely 
have thought it necessary to make this de¬ 
claration, but for Home expressions that bad 
been used on a former occasion. It was 
one of the standing orders of the House, 
that such a committee should be appoint¬ 
ed to exercise supervision, and itt was bis 
intention to place such a resolution upon 
the Journals. After the restoration, lord 
Hale had made an enquiry into the slate 
of the courts of justice, and proposed many 
reform^ which had not been carried into 
ellect; for example, that no office should 
be discharged by deputy, and that there 
should be no sale of offices connected 
with the administration of justice. He 
quoted lord Hale as a great authority, and 
be had said that fees were taxes laid on 
the subject, and should be applied to a 
common fund. The right bon. baronet 
then went into an enlarged detail of the 
steps thiit had been taken by parliament 
at diblerctit .times on this subject, and 
stated thait,‘|a commission bad been ap¬ 
pointed in k7$9, tbough no proceedings 
Jpi4 i'Sken place ift oonsequciioeof it. He 
jwbwlti «o.w wpfe# •ppeari to 
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this House fit and proper, that an eDqetry 
should be .made into tbe state of the 
Courts of Justice, and the offices con¬ 
nected therewith, as to tbe duties, salaries, 
fees, and emoluments, of the several of¬ 
ficers, clerks and ministers of justice, 
similar to tbe enquiries instituted in the 
years J(J64, 1C9S, 1732, 1757, and 1798, 
more especially as the onion of parlia¬ 
ments of Great Britain and Iieland has 
taken place subsequent to the latest en¬ 
quiry hy tilts House, and that in Ireland, 
the latest examinaliou by either House of 
Parliament was in the year 173S.” The 
right lion, baronet also intimated bis in¬ 
tention oi following this motion by a mo¬ 
tion to address bis royal highness tbe 
Prince Regent, praying that bo would 
be graciously pleased to cause to be laid 
beiore tbe House the reports that had 
beeu oiode by all tbe commissions which 
had passed under the Great Seal for exa¬ 
mining into the Fees of the said Offices, 
&r. 

Tile Hon. Mr. Law said, be expected 
that tbe motion of the right honourable 
baronet would have been of a dif¬ 
ferent nature. He bad been led to this 
expectation from the observations made 
when tbe subject was first introduced. 
Particular cases of an improper increase 
of fees were then stated, which weie 
not supported by the returns laid upon 
tbe table. The court of King'v-bench 
had been particularly alluded to, and it 
was said that a considerable increase had 
taken place in the fees paid to Uie clerk 
of the rules. The truth was, nothing of 
tbe kind had occurred, nor was it in the 
power of the court to authorise it. In tbe 
year 1787 theCe had been a dispute upon 
this subject, and it was then said that tbe 
fees paid to the clerk of the rules were in¬ 
creased ; but upon enquiry it was found 
not to be tbe case. The same might be 
said of tbe clerk of Nisi Prius, wfaq bad 
been alluded to. He would not deny that 
pailiament was in the habit of making en¬ 
quiries upon this subject, but not until 
some ground for enquiry was made to ap¬ 
pear. The tendency of tbe motion was, 
in his opinion, to cast a reflection upon 
the courts of law, and he must, therefore, 
oppose it. 

Lord Ciutlereagh said, bo had not been 
in the House when the gjrounds of the mo¬ 
tion bad been stated; but as far as be 
could collect of wbat h^ then taken place, 
t^ House could scarcely sanction so grave, 
aproceediog, without abme broader grounda 
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being Uid'belbfe them than bad been staled 
by the right faoo< mover. The Hoase was 
entitled to expect that either some par¬ 
ticular abuse should have been stateO) or 
that some general ground should have 
been established. The proposed commis¬ 
sion could only go to trace out the ori- : 
ginal grounds of the fees of courts, and 
how far the existing practice of the courts 
agreed with the original principles. The 
practice was a presumption of the fairness 
of the mode in which the business had 
been done. In the present instance, no 
practical ground had been pointed out in 
any particular coort; but only soine ge¬ 
neral plan of reform appeared to be in 
'Contemplation. He should object to the 
motion, as he was not aware of any par¬ 
ticular abuse, and no public benefit 
seemed likely to arise from it; nor was he 
prepared to agree that something was 
wrong, where nothing bad been proved. 

Mr. Ponsonby did not think that the mo¬ 
tion tended to throw any imputation upon 
the courts of justice. Upon any former 
occasion, when an enquiry ot this kind was 
gone into by the House, it was not con¬ 
sidered to imply any reflection of this 
kind. The character of the officers in the 
different courts was best supported by an¬ 
swering to enquiries of this kind; a re¬ 
fusal io answer such enquiries would tend 
much more to fix an imputation of the 
kind alluded to. The officers of the dif¬ 
ferent courts might, without the know¬ 
ledge of the judges, act improperly with 
respect to fees. He had heard reports of 
this kind, and he believed not without 
some foundation. On the propriety of 
paying officers by fee or salary, he would 
tool now give an opinion. In some cases, 
one mode might be preferable to ano¬ 
ther. 

Mr. BfUhwH protested against the prac¬ 
tice of subjectiog even unsuspected per- 
soiu to enquiry, in order that their cha¬ 
racters, as It was said, might come more 
pure from the trial. 

Mr. Stephem did not think the judges had 
been well treated: be had expected, after 
what had fbllen from the right hon. ba¬ 
ronet on a former ocewon, that he was 
prepared with abuses in some quarters, 
and with pregnant suspicions in others: 
and even the judges had been glanced at. 

John Newport here denM tfa« be 
ever iniinoated inch a charge against the 
judges.] The right bon. baronet had ob* 
taimd all the various returns of fees 
<vhicb had been ordered, yet one of 
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those retenu had furnished him with 4 
remark, mudi lews with m charge, agaiiMi; 
any of the ponies, He insisted, that 0 
commission would imply sOspicion, and 
thus diminub the high respect in wMch the 
judges ought to be held. It would also be 
a farther unnecessary trespass ofi the time 
of the courts. Mech needless trouble had 
been given already; for instaote, theao 
com plant-general had been ordered to 
give in an account of the dead ftindj with 
the names of ail the persons to whom ia 
belonged. If that officer could have sO 
done, he would have at once dispensed 
with the labours of all masters in chan* 
eery, whose business it was to examine 
and decide Upon the rights of the claim* 
ants. The account, also, under such cir¬ 
cumstances, must have embraced nearl^r 
half the population of the kingdom. 

Mr; W. Smiih said, that all toe objection 
to the production of the return last alluded 
to by the learned gentleman, was, that 
the motion was not properly worded. 
This might have been easily remedied, 
and the object of the motion fulfilled by a 
slight change in the words. Such mdtions 
did not, in bis opinion, throw any imputa-i 
tion upon the courts. When an enquiry Was 
made into the enormous fees paid to khu 
tellers of the Exchequer, was it supposed 
to throw any imputation upon them ? 
They were in the receipt of 20fi00l. a 
year. The fees were legal, but svas that a 
reason why enquiry should not be made f 
The same might happen in other courts. 
The officers might receive from the in¬ 
crease of business, an amount of fees out 
of all proportion to the duties performed. 
Even widt a view to ascertain the amoont 
of fees, a revision of them, sorb as the 
motion required, might be of use. The 
right bon. baronet had taken the best me¬ 
thod of preventing any imputation upon 
particular courts, by moving for a return 
from ail of them. He bad heard, and he 
believed it would be proved, that in many 
courts there were received by the officers, 
what were called expedition fees, to the 
great inconvenience of the snitors. This 
demanded enquiry, and be most therefore 
think, that the motion was vtry far from 
being such as it was represented. 

The Auonuy Qhutal said, that if the 
present motion had been the first which 
was made on this subject, no class of men, 
he was sure, would more anxiously wish to 
have ifaeir» conduct scrutiniswd and inves¬ 
tigated, than the gentlemen who at present 
held the aituationi which bad been parti- 
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«jDlArJy ail«d«d to; but he begged tbh 
House to consider the nature of the motion 
whicb' preceded the present. It was for a 
CM* (Kf^increased fees, for the last 20 years; 
ertiieh looked like an insinnalion that the 
oAcen of courts of justice had either re> 
eeieed those fees without the knowledge 
of those who presided in the different 
courts, or that the proceeding was con- 
lUTed at by high judicial characters. 
From what fell front the right bon, ba. 
ntnet, it seemed, that he had heard, and 
he believed, that abuses did exist with re¬ 
spect to fees. But it was well known, that 
there were guards on the charges of pro* 
feaaional men, which did not exist amongst 
avy other class of society. It had been 
ebserved by some gentlemen, that an of¬ 
ficer might improperly obtain an increase 
of fees, without the knowledge of the 
judge. Now, it was impossible that this 
Could ever be the case. No ofliccr could 
exact an improper fee, without the conni¬ 
vance of the judge, in open court. There 
erae not an attorney’s clerk, of six months 
standing, who did not know what the re- 
gulaK charges were; and if, in any in¬ 
stance, they were exceeded, when he went 
home to his office, lits employer would at 
once tell him, You have paid too much.” 
When a suit was terminated, the costs 
Were taxed. The two contending attor¬ 
neys met to settle the important question 
of what one should pay the other. In that 
case, the master examined the items fre¬ 
quently in the presence of the adver¬ 
saries, one of whom was ready to object to 
every G(. 8d. contained in the bill. Even 
after this, if the master allowed too much, 
it was competent to the party supposing 
bimsolftnjuredfto have an application made 
to the court, to have the bill returned to 
the muster, for the purpose of liavinii it 
revised. An hon. gentleman sard, it had 
beaD< asserted, that expedition fees were 
taken by the officers of difihrent courts. 
Now, it was not extranrdinary that slan¬ 
der should propagate unfounded charges 
against a profession that was by no means 
popoUr. But, if any such irregular pro* 
ceding had really taken place, it would 
iMve^ become the subject public inves* 
tigafion in a court of justice, and would, 
afver full argument, have been decided 
upon tw all the judges. He never knew, 
within tiM last 30 years, of any such thing 
having occurred in the court of King’s- 
bench. Those who mtended that court, 
ibk ft single day, ui term, would see whale 
tMims of affidavits handed up to the cletk 
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of (be rules (than whom there was not a 
more correct or honourable officer) which 
were to be copied, and delivered to the 
diRerent parties. When, from an extra¬ 
ordinary press of business, a party found 
it impossible to get a copy of one of these 
documents so soon as he could wish, it was 
common to ask leave to take the original 
to a law-stationer, to have it transcribed, 
or to request the master to send it for that 
purpose, the person wanting the copy of¬ 
fering to defray the expenoe ; this, how ■ 
ever, could not be looked upon as making 
an improper charge, or as receiving a fee 
to expedite business. He should, theie- 
rore,vole against the motion, coupled as it 
was with those preceding observations of 
the right hon. baronet, which would in- 
docu the people to suppose that some 
abuses had been really detected, and that 
therefore the enquiry was instituted* 

Mr. Jiav/lkoin having l>een one of tlie 
parliamentary commissioners, appointed to 
enquire into certain abuses in Ireland, dis¬ 
covered, in the course of the investigation, 
that an increase of fees bad taken place m 
some of the courts of justice there, which 
had occasioned much discontent. On 
this account he should vote for the motion. 

Sir S. HtmtUy said, that, in voting for 
the motion of the right hon. baronet, he 
thought it right to state, that be did not 
think it cast the slightest imputation on 
any of the officers connected with the arh 
ministration of justice. His learned Iriend, 
the Attorney General, seemed to think that 
It did throw out an imputation against those 
gentlemen, on account of the nabire of the 
motion which preceded it; and on this prin¬ 
ciple, he founded his opposition. So that a 
regular parliamentary measure was to be 
refused, because, on a former occasion, 
the light bon. baronet had taken a falsa 
view of the subject, or had uttered an ill- 
judged expression. He should be very 
happy to say, as his learned friend bad 
done, that no abuses existed in couits of 
justice; but, in bis conscience, he could 
not say, that the practice of taking expe¬ 
dition fees did not exist. On the contrary, 
he believed, from the information he bad 
received, that the coatom af taking* expedi¬ 
tion fees did prevail. 

The Attor^ Omeral (across the table) 

As a bribe ?” 

Sir S. jRoiwtffy—Yes, as a bribe.—I be¬ 
lieve the business of some individuals is 
done in preference to tfaut of others; and 
t^t the officer to favouring one set of pei> 
ions, receives an entolomeut fw it. This, I 
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lieliffve; though, t»erlrapf, H would b« dif- 
hcolt to prove it.—If his learned friend 
who •t>oke early iu the debate (Mr. Ste* 
phen) had said, that be liad made enquiry 
upon thiii point, and found that no such 
abuse exisied in that part of the pro* 
ffsdon to which he belonged, he afaould 
have hren happy to have beard the deda- 
lation. 

Mr. Stephen said, be could not answer 
what, at the time he delivered bis sentU 
inents, had not been charged. No men* 
tion had then been made of expedition 
foes, tie certainly had made no enquiry 
on this subject; because he had never 
bofore beard the allegation that such fees 
had been demanded. He was sore that 
nothing of the kind existed in any oflice 
with which he was acquainted. 

Sir <S. Romilly expressed his conviction 
that such a practice as that lie had alluded 
to could not exist with the knowledge or 
cuonteiiance of his learned friend ; but be 
was not therefore prepared to say, that it 
did not exist at ail. He thought it would 
give great satisfaction to the public if a 
committee were appointed to enquire into 
the fact; because every indulgence 
which was given to an opulent suitor, was 
granted at the expence of one whose si¬ 
tuation in life was less favourable. With 
respect to what his learned friend, the At¬ 
torney General, said, that abuses of this na¬ 
ture could not exist, because the system of 
taxing fees prevailed ; surely he did not 
mean to contend that abuses had never 
prevailed—and yet the taxation of costs 
had existed from all time. With respect 
to the supposition, that the motion insi¬ 
nuated an imputation against the judges, 
he shonld merely observe, that when a 
commission was appointed, in 1700, to en¬ 
quire into the fees of courts of justice, 
the judges of that time did not think that 
any imputation was cast upon them by the 
measure. And, highly as he respected 
the great judicial characters of the present 
day, with some of whom be was on terms 
of intimacy and friendship, he could not 
conceive why they should object to a 
proceeding te which their predecessors bad 
been subjected. 

Mr. Stephen wished to know, wh^her, 
when his learned friend spoke of expt^i- 
tion fees being received as a bribe, in 
different offices, he meant to he understood 
to say, that the roasters of the Court of 
Chancey had, to his knowledge, received 
any fro of that kind ? 

• 5. lUmiljf disclmmed any such in* 

tiention. 
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Mr. Preaton stated, that he knew an in- 
stance, where a suitor in the Court <£ 
Chancery had paid expedition tees. The 
system of demanding expedition fees bore 
particelaf'ly hard on intimts, whose guar* 
dians would not defray such extraordbmary 
expences; the consequence of which was, 
that their business was very much pro¬ 
crastinated. 

The Solicitor-General rmnlily allowsd, 
that the motion of the right bon. baronet 
did not throw an imputation on any par- 
ticular person; and he as readily admitted, 
that it was competent for the House te 
examine the rates of fees of the ditfereif^ 
courts; but yet he believed it was not 
customary for parliament to agree to sueh 
a motion, without some distinct circun- 
stances were stated, on which they might 
found the necessary {iroceeding. He be¬ 
lieved, the right bon. baronet was of opi¬ 
nion, as some of those who supported the 
motion seemed to be, that, either from 
corruption, inadvertence, or the lapse of 
time, something wrong had taken place in 
the apportionment of fees. Now, had this 
arisen from corruption (which the right 
lion, baronet had disclaimed), be might 
have adduced circumiitances in proof of 
that corruption; or if. fiom inadvertence 
or lapse of time, after the enquiries the 
right bon. baronet had made on the sub¬ 
ject, he would have been able to support 
his statement of the errors that had crept 
in. But he had laid no ground whatever 
to induce the House to accede to his mo¬ 
tion. He had not stated any act of in¬ 
justice to have been committed by any 
class uf officers; and, therefore, he should 
expose the <motion. 

Mr. Ahercroml^ said, that if, upon every 
occasion where that House were called 
upon to interfere, it was necessary that 
positive proof, or, at least, circumstances 
amountlag to a pregnant suspicion, should 
be brought under their consideration, be* 
fore they could proceed, their privilege 
to take up questions of great importanee 
to the public, would be very much con- 
tailed. He would ask, whether etrongcc 
grounds than those already detailed in the 
course of the debate, were uiaalty atnted 
to the House, when the iotervention of 
parliament was called lev ? They had 
heard it stated, by gentlemen whose situa¬ 
tion gave them a perfect opportunity of 
forming a correct iodgment, that abeeec 
did exist. Aneocding to the belief of the 
one, and to the actual knowledge of the 
other, improper fees had beaa denindedi, 
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H« shoold, therefore, vote for the motion, 
being coneCKntionaly of opinion, fimn the 
informetioii Meted to the House, that ex¬ 
pedition fees were often exacted, in e 
maniMr subversive of the due course of 
Imtice. 

Mr, Gordon supported dte motion, in 
the hope that it would draw the attention 
of the public and of government so 
strongly to the consideration of the subject 
of fees, as would end in the abolition of 
fees altogether; and also do away the 
»ystem which at present prevailed, of the 
sale of places in courts of justice by the 
great law officers. 

Mr. Law said, whatever the custom 
might have been heretofore, the present 
Chief Justice of the King’s-bench had 
never sold aoy situation under him. 

Mr. Wetherall opposed the motion, the 
necessity for which was entirely done 
away, by the return of fees made to the 
House, in consequence of tite former mo¬ 
tion of the right hon. baronet. 

Sir John hewport rose to reply. He 
addneed instances of fees having been 
raised by the officers of courts by the au¬ 
thority of the judges only, and pressed on 
the House tJieir obligation to exercise a 
vigilant superintendance over those courts. 
There was sufficient ground, he observed, 
for the enquiry, from the statements of 
several members, and from the general 
state of belief on the question. He had 
received a letter from a most respectable 
professional gentleman in Ireland, con- 
uining a list of the fees which had existed 
in the courts of justice in that country in 
1733, with an account of the exorbitant 
•ugmentations which had been made. 
With this list of J733, the present returns 
did not correspond. Against the fees, 
however exorbitant, the attorneys could 
make no remonstrance, because they ^us 
drew on themselves the enmity of the 
court. According to the present practice 
in Irehmd, documenu referred to on the 
trial were taxed, and not only those men- 
tiimed in fbe pleadings, but those hinted 
at in a coiinsers statement. The amount 
of fees in an action for iCtf. was as great as 
those on an action for ItOOQL Of from 
3^ to which was the general amount 
ofooBb^ an action, 18/, went to the offi¬ 
cer. xneee facts had been atated to him 
by letfor* and be had not wished ‘to have 
stated them to the House, but for the op¬ 
position to hif motion, because they ought 
tohetberahgecitcifiavesUgatioD. Ini73l 

House wf Ct^mons had given a pre- 
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cedent for the en<|oiry which be demanded, 
by an investigation which they bad made 
into the subject, without any allegation 
having previously been made. The result 
was, that abuses were found to exist in all 
the courts; and it was resolved, nem. con. 
that the abuses bad arisen from long dis¬ 
use of enquiry; and an address was voted 
to the crown, to settle the fees in all the 
courts on a reasonable and legal footing. 
The right bon. baronet concluded by call¬ 
ing upon the House to exercise the power 
which they possessed, for the purpose of 
protecting the subject. 

The House then divided, when the num¬ 
bers were—For the motion, 40 : Against 
it, 48. The motion was accordingly car¬ 
ried,—Sir John Newport then moved, 

1. *' That an humble Address be presented 
to his royal highness tiie Prince Regent, 
that be will be graciously pleased to give 
directions, that there be laid before this 
House, a report of all proceedings had by 
virtue of a commission under the gieat 
seal for examining the duties, salaries, and 
I emoluments of the several officers, clerks, 
and ministers of justice, and for reporting 
what regulations may be fit to be estab¬ 
lished with respect to the same, for the 
institution of which commission, an humble 
Address was presented to his Majesty by 
this House on the 13th day of June, 1799. 

2. ** That he will be graciously pleased 
to issue a commission under the great seal, 
for examining the duties, salaries, and 
emoluments of the several officers, clerks, 
and ministers of justice within the united 
kingdom, and for reporting what regula¬ 
tions may be fit to be established respect¬ 
ing the same, and to direct that the pro¬ 
ceedings of such commission may be laid 
before parliament as early as may be after 
the commencement of the ensuing ses¬ 
sion.”—The motions were both agreed to. 

Motion for Papers relating tq the 
Slave Trahe.] Mr. Homer moved. That 
the several entries in the votes of this 
House of the 3d day of May last, and the 
3d day of this instant June, of the Ad¬ 
dress agreed to by this House, to be pre¬ 
sented to his royal highness the Prince 
Regent, relative to the abolition of tba 
Slave Trade, and of his Royal Highnesses 
Answer tliereto, that it Would be the 
earnest en4eavour of his Royal Highness to 
accomplish the object of it, might be read; 
and the same being read, 

Mr. Homer then said, that the motion 
which he had to sqhmit to the House, 




relating to the Slave Trade, 
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though it related to the same subject as the 
motion which had been last utght dMruss> 
ed. (iiilered esM'ntially from it, for instead 
of calling on the House to come to any 
conclusion, it merely contained a call fur 
the inlormalion necessary to a correct 
jodgment on the question which would be 
subiuitted to the House to>tnorrow. In 
the Address of the last night, he. for one. 
had concurred most cordially, nor was he 
disposed to under-rate the good efiect 
which that Address would produce; for he 
did not doubt that, if there was further op¬ 
portunity of exertion on the subject of 
the abolition of the Slave Tiade, those who 
diiected his Majesty’s councils would go to 
the discussion with additional power fiom 
the reiterated cxpicssion of the wish of 
paiiiaineut. 

But there was another business to be 
done ; they had to express their opinions, 
not prospectively, but on the Treaty which 
had put an end to the misery of that pro¬ 
tracted war Willi which Europe had been 
so long desolated. This Treaty was to be 
discussed in all its bearings, but if there 
was one point nioie interesting than ano¬ 
ther, it was the stipulation with relation to 
African Slavery, and to enquire how far 
ministers bad acted up to the wishes of 
the parliament and the country. As to 
what had been done by the noble lord op¬ 
posite to him he was wholly uninformed, 
and the object of his motion was to require 
this information in which he was deficient 
—to know how fai the noble lord, acting 
under the direction of the House, and the 
sense of his own duty, had wisely taken 
those measures which were calculated to 
give efiect to the benevolent disposition 
of the whole nation on th'a subject. 

He wished distinctly to be understood 
as to a point which had been mentioned 
in the discussion of last night; it had then 
been said by the noble lord, that it was 
the argument of those who disapproved of 
the stipulation, that the abolition of the 
Slave Trade should be sine tjud non of a 
treaty of peace. He did not know that 
such an alternative had been suggested as 
proper, nor should he have supported such 
an alternative, if he wei e inioi med the 
peace would have been impracticable, 
without such n stipulation ‘as had been 
adopted, it would, without doubt, be WMe 
to postpone what was the object of all ogr 
wishes: but it was necessary that be sbout^ 
have much more information on the sub* 
ject behtrg him than he already had, be^ 
believe Itiat Bucb aa alieraa- 

(vou xxvm.) 


live wu at nay time necesmry. That 
such an argument might have been ad¬ 
duced by the negociators, any one who 
bad ever had curiosity enough to look into 
diploraaiical transactions, could well be¬ 
lieve; but propositions were often laid 
down in tiie coiunieacemeat of a iiegecia* 
tion, which were departed fiom at the 
conclusion, without dilbculty. There was 
another point in the discussion of last 
night, which hi* thought it necessary to 
allude to. It had been said by the nobio 
lord opposite, that the question of the abo¬ 
lition could not huve huen mixed in tho 
negociation with the stipulation for the 
cession of the colonica in our possession* 
The reason of this he could not compre¬ 
hend. The criterion of the policy of a 
proposition, was the ellect of that measure 
on the power with whom we had to iiego- 
ciate. Now, so far as it appeared Irona 
the statement of the noble lord, he had 
voluntaiily thrown away the only beneljt 
which we could tbiow into the scale 
against the aholitioiiof the Slave Tiade on 
the pait of France. Though the House 
could nut decide, in the actual stale of 
their knowledge, that the noble lord had 
acted unadvisedly, yet thry could say that 
they did not pass* ss iuformation enough 
to en iblu them to judge faitly. 

Why, 111 this state of ignorance, should 
the House depart from the old practice of 
demanding iiiformatiou ? The only reason 
adduced to the contrary uras, that the prsf- 
tensions advanced during the negotiations, 
would, by being published, bind the dif¬ 
ferent powers to <iupport them. But at 
least the House should be permitted to 
know what the conduct of the noble lord 
himself had been. They knew the grounds 
on which the noble lord must have urged 
the immediate abolition, and the futile 
leasuns by which they must have been 
opposed. These aiguiiieota might be 
wrapped in the mystery of diplomacy'; 
but It was quite improbable that any thing 
could have been adduced w liicli had not 
for the last twenty yeais been khown in 
every man of education in this kingdo’tn ; 
there could be nothing of noveUy in th* 
reasoning. Why, therefore, sbohtd not 
these discussions be published I fo* If there 
was any sincerity in the wisH of the French 
government to undftteive the public in, 
Frame on this question, they could desire 
nothing more jhan that the reasoned 
against ‘the «i|Kil}tidn should be pub^shea 
for the pnrpoB* of being refuteiL 'll wdtdd 
be enfioas td see'wbat reasoning bid been; 
(2C) 
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made om of hy the Prince nf Benevento 
on ibia suib]ec(*~*hat new views he rnter- 
Uioed on the eiybject of the rights of man 
—>80 contrary as ibey must have been to 
thoM^ which h(> had formerly entertained ! 
It was certainty much to be desired that 
an opportunity should be given to apply 
the sense of this country to dispel the 
•enseless prejudices which existed in France'* 
on this subject. Yet if there was nothing 
in this argument, the House could recur 
to its constant usage; this usage was, that 
when they were dissatisfied with a treaty 
they should require information on the 
subject. It was incumbent, however, to 
shew by the production of the documents, 
that there were such insurmountable ob* 
Stacies to the immediate abolition, that 
the House might with justice to itself and 
the country, say ** Aye !” to the demand 
which the noble lord was to make of an 
acquittal on this article. 

The House on the 3rd of May had una¬ 
nimously desired that care should be taken 
in the Treaty of Peace to bring about an 
universal abolition. The genet al wish— 
was it necessary to say the general expec¬ 
tation >was, that a total abolition might 
take place. How different the resultThe 
traffic of one of the greatest nations in 
Europe had been renewed (for duriqg 
twenty years it bad been interrupted)-^ 
renewed to an extent, of which thp House 
perhaps bad no conception. From the 
best authorities it appeared, that previously 
to the Revolution, the black population of 
the French colonies amounted to 800,000 
persons, to maintain which, 40,000 ne¬ 
groes were annually imported. Could 
man without horror and shame con¬ 
template the misery thus immediately pro¬ 
duced by a treaty, into tbe grounds of | 
vybicli, if they did nqt enquire, they vir- | 
fually bepaipc parties. But this was not 
all. In many coipnies the population had 
l^n wasted «oce the Revolution, though, 
extraordinary gs it might appear, in St. 
Domingo during the dismal period of re¬ 
volt and rebellTon there, tbe populmion 
bad increased-oso superior was tge Worst 
species of liberty to slavery! Extraordi- 
importation^ would, tbererore, be 
Oiade to those colonies where the popula¬ 
tion had diminished. Even here tbe evil 
pvedoced by the Treaty did not ei^. By 
tbe vigorous manner m which tbe abolition 
laws of country bad been carrieil imo 
effect, the Slave Trade had been root^ 
•out in a mat part of the coast of Africa 
'**4here bAig duo notdl island north 


of the line Becao, possessed by tbe Portu> 
guese. But now beiiegal, Goree, and their 
dependencies having been restored to the 
French, all that coast would be thrown 
back into its former state of misery and 
desolation. Not only would this unhappy 
country be subjected to the evils of this 
terrible traffic on the part of the French, 
but on the part of tbe Porti^uese; for, 
under a treaty which bad been concluded 
with the prince regent of Portugal, under 
pretence of abolishing the Slave Trade by 
degrees, ibat nation was permitted to trade 
in slaves with any settlement where this 
traffic was continued by tbe power which 
possessed it. 

Thus much evil bad been done by tbe 
Treaty, and should they say, in the zeal of 
their parliamentary confidence, that the 
noble lord had acted zealously and widely ? 
It was quite improper to place such an 
extravagant confidence in the noble lord 
without a knowledge of the reasons or 
facts on which he bad acted. It was not, 
however, to the transactions at Paris that 
the object of his motion was limited. 
There had been repeated addresses from 
that House to the throne, which had al> 
ways been most graciously answered, on 
tbo same subject as that of the Address of 
ti^e 3rd of May, namely, to pray the 
crown to endeavour, in any arrangements 
entered into with foreign powers, to adopt 
measures for the universal abolition of the 
Slave Trade. It was, therefore, important 
to learn whether, before our armies had 
entered into France, arrangements had 
been made with the allied powers on this 
subject, and whether in the discussiojas at 
Frankfort and other places no time had 
been lost in coming to a distinct under¬ 
standing on tbe subject, and making known 
that tbe colonies which we held Ore were 
Veady to restore for the Siake of peace, but 
not unless that peace were coupled with 
an abolition of the Slave Trade. The 
learned gentleqian said, be held U per¬ 
fectly proper that the abolition should not 
be made a sme ftid non of pieace, but that 
it was also most desirable that the restora¬ 
tion of tbe coIoniAi by us aed tbe abotiUon 
. of the Slave Trade on the part of our late 
eaemies should always have been put 
forward together, it was too great a 
stretch of confidence, be repeated, for the 
ftoBse tp suppose, that in all these parti- 
cgjfaia the members of his Mejeity’s go- 
vernt^ot bad acte^ wisely, without hfv- 
iugthe leaflt inforq^ation on tbe aufayect. 

» ^e lehrged adt^wtlng 
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tbe assertron of th« nobfe lord, that the 
French were generally ignorant upon this 
subject, admitted the ponibrlity of such 
ignorance, so far as regarded a certain 
portion of tbe people. That the upper 
circles, for instance, who had been for 
some time resident, bad become so de« 
praved in moral sentiment, so ignorant, or 
so indifferent with respect to whatever con* 
cerned tbe interests of liberty and huma¬ 
nity, he thought not improbable; but he 
felt It didicalt to beliete that the great 
body of a civilized and enliglitened nation 
like France, could be uninformed or insen¬ 
sible upon a question of such importance 
as the abolition o( the Slave Trade. There 
must, indeed, l>e something preternatural 
about France, if such insensibility existed 
in such a nation. Then, assuming the 
contrary, wliat peculiar sense of interest 
could piompt the French pebple to be so 
peculiarly tenacious for the continuaiion 
of the Slave Trade? For several years 
they had. in fact, known nothing about it, 
or the colonies in which it bad been 
carried on. that could induce any popular 
solicitude to maintain or revive it. Tivo 
of the colonies restored to France, name¬ 
ly. Guadeloupe and Martinique, noto¬ 
riously required no importation of slaves, 
and of Si. Domingo, the present generation 
of tbe French knew nothing hut that 
which was calculated to excite their 
horror, from a recollection of tbe fate of 
that gallant army which was sent (here to 
perish, because it was attached to a rival 
general. 

But. notwithstanding these circum¬ 
stances. the noble lord had acceded to tbe 
Article under consideration, stating, how¬ 
ever, that the French government assured 
him of its disposition and purpose to miti- 

f ate the evils and limit the extent of the 
lave Trade. If. however, this assurance 
were sincere, and should be fulfilled, wbat 
must become of tbe plea of reverence for 
public prejudice and national sentiment, 
for that prejudice and sentiment were but 
too likely to derive strength from the em- 
barkaiioo of capital, and the acquisition of 
profit ? That was. sboold any profit arise. 
For really the prosp^ of profit to France 
seemed very que^ionable. particularly, 
from the dimcuities that must attend the 
fe-acquisitkm of St. Domingo. Consider¬ 
ing. then, that no such prospect could bu 
itiach relied upon, and that Freiicd was 
not therefore likely to insist ufioti the 
mainteliance of this odious traffic; coasi- 
4e«ikig' aUo tbs' hltutdioa «4f Ibh 
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concurrence of the allies in one sentiment 
upon this subject, he could not help thhik- 
ing that our government was eutitied, te 
it was bound, to press for the mitire aboli¬ 
tion of the Slave Trade,,which was a pro¬ 
position it would be idle to suppose that 
the French government in ifs defeated arid 
humble Slate could have suucessfuliy re¬ 
sisted. lie could not. indeed, persuade ' 
himself to believe, that if the zeal and 
talents of the noble lord had been eflec- 
tudliy employed niih that view, tbe com¬ 
plete acquiescence of the French govern¬ 
ment in the abolition of the Slave TradU 
could not have been obtained. At least 
such a case as he had stated required ex¬ 
planation, as hr tbe conduct of ministers in 
pursuance ot the addresses of pa^lianfont, 
and the wishes of the country upon this 
imporUnt question. The hun. and' learn¬ 
ed gentleman therefore concluded' with 
moving, That an humble Address be pre¬ 
sented to his royal highiicss the Prince 
Regent, That he will be graciously pleased 
to give directions, that there be laid be¬ 
fore this House, copies of all representa¬ 
tions made on tbe part of his Majesty’s 
government during the late negociationt 
for peace, and of all communications 
which passed between his M.ijesty’s mi¬ 
nister and tbe allied power, relative to thll 
abolition of the African Slave Trade.” 

Lord Castleteagh complained of the mo¬ 
tion as uncandid, and be would even say 
unparliamentary, fiom the manuer in 
which It was brought forward. He could 
not, indeed, disguise from himself that it 
involved an attack upon his Majesty’s mi¬ 
nisters; and although the learned genile- 
man was pleased to compliment them on 
the other parts of their conduct, and to 
admit that they had faithfully followed op 
the principle and policy recommended by 
^ rliament, yet he called upon them to 
stand on their defence, and to produce evi¬ 
dence in their justification, ^t while tbU 
learned gentleman dwelt so much on thu 
conduct of ministers, in the Article undec 
consideration, it was not too much to ex¬ 
pect from his chanty some acknowledge¬ 
ment of wbat ministers had done wi Other 
respects to forward tbe wUbtts of parlia¬ 
ment and tbe public, with a view to the 
abolition of tbe Slave Trade. This, how¬ 
ever, the learned gentleman bad oniitted 
to state, and, after the Treaty had been a 
month on tbe t^le, be came forward with 
a motion, calculated to cast a doubi up^ 
tbe ebaractar, and to depreciate tbe merits 
of tluft iarpdrftuui traniactio^ Ule fery 
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tvght before it was fixed loi disnirsion. 
huofa roiMtbict'be coold not help pruiiounc- 
iaff UQcaiidid, and quite inconsistent with 
parbamentary iisatte. It was unquesiion* 
ably true, as the learned gentleman had 
bUited, that the disposition of our allies 
most be taken into view and connected 
‘with that ot Fiance, in qrder to judge 
fairly upon this question as it aflVeted the 
eoui«e pursued by his Majesty's niinisteis 
in the late negociation. For no one could 
raise a doubt as to the propriety of ab¬ 
staining from any proposition in which 
our allies did not concur, or at least of 
declining to inhist upon any measure likely 
to dissolve the confederacy. But the fact 
was, that the communicatitm which bad 
taken place with our allies upon the point 
lander consideration, could not now be laid 
Ibefore the House in due time ; and he put 
Jt to the candour of the House, whether it 
Would be fair to suspend its judgment upon 
the merits of the Definitive Treaty, until 
documents referring to the correspondence 
of many years bact could be produced, 
especially considering the time that had 
elapsed since a copy of the Treaty had been 
laid on the table, and within which time 
the learned gentleman might have brought 
forward bis motion. Independently, how¬ 
ever, of this consideration, he should resist 
the motion of the learned gentleman, be¬ 
cause he felt lully convinced that the pio- 
duction of the documents alluded to would 
serve to prejudice the interests of the 

f pcat question to which that motion ro- 
erred. Hot recurring to France, it was to 
be recollected that we were to treat with 
her as an independent nation, and that she 
was entitled to say to us, “ We will not 
become more moral begause you give us 
an i-land or two." The noble lord re¬ 
peated that France was master of her own 
conduct, and she had a right to demand 
that uiiQther nation should not diclafo to 
her. He, indeed, was folly impressed with 
the opinion, that the best way of pio- 
moting the abolition of the Slave Trade 
wa'..to leave the Fietuh goveinmeni to its 
ovvn discretion, even if we had the power 
of di( laiion ; for in framing a stipulation 
lor an unwilling government, what gua- 
^ntee should wc have for its observance ? 
But the learned gentleman, aiiiidal all tha 
vaiiety of ins points and questions, took 
no view favourable to those who framed 
the Article under consideration. Nq : alt 
^ his iiiforencM were against the conduct of 
igpinisters; at least on this branch of the 
itieg^uciation; and this, too, tvbifo he pro* 


fessed confidence in their disposition. As 
to tlie assertion, that the French govern¬ 
ment wOs willing to keep the French peo¬ 
ple in ignorance with respect to the con¬ 
duct ot this country upon the subject of 
the Slave Trade, it happened, unfortu¬ 
nately for those who used the assertion, 
that since the discussion of last night, a 
fact had transpired to refute that asser¬ 
tion ; fo< the last Monileur contained a 
report, i« extenso, of the late proceedings 
at the hicemason’s tavern; and this fur¬ 
nished a sample of the disposition of the 
French go\ernineii1, upon which it was 
fair to found a calculation with regard to 
this interesting question. But when it was 
H-ated that the French people were likely 
to be indifferent about the Slave Trade, 
because ihey had been so many years de¬ 
prived of that Trade, it was to be remem- 
beied, that while the French were with¬ 
out the Slave Trade, they were also with¬ 
out colonies, and that it was natuial on 
their part, compaiatively unenlightened as 
they wet e upon the subject, to connect the 
lecovery of the latter with the puisuit of 
the former. The popular impressiun in 
France, was, therefore, moie eccutable 
than some gentleman seemed to think, and 
unless that was contended for, whit lithe 
learned gentleman di-avowed. that we 
should engage in a ciusade against all na¬ 
tions unwilling to abolish the Slate 'Irade, 
we were called upon to yield to that im¬ 
pression, Then, as to the extent to which 
the Slave Trade was lik» ly to be earned, 
inconsequence of the Ariu le objected to 
by the learned gentleman, n was admitted 
that to two of the ceded islands, nameiyv 
(iiuadalope and Martini(|ue, no imjioitation 
was likely to take place, while, from the 
situation of St. Domingo, it was improba¬ 
ble, that even for five years any merchant 
avould be found to spec ulate m the itnpur- 
tatiun of si ives to cultivate that colony, 
and Cayenne, which was not uiidei our 
controul, was not more likely to beiome a 
medium for the. importation of slaves into 
the West Indies, in the hands of France, 
tnan under the dominion of the power 
from which it had been transferred by the 
late Treaty. Here, the noble lord said, 
that he could not help noticing the aeal 
evinced by certain parties Ujion tlie sub¬ 
ject of the Slave Trade of late, compared 
ttij' their conduct at former periods, and 
under other edministi aiions. He also re- 
maiked, that while the Article respecting 
France waa so emphatically dwelt upon, 
no acknowledgemeat was made of wha( 
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minister! had dose in favour of the aboli' 
tion of this odious traiBc, especially consi¬ 
dering the recent decision of Holland, at 
the instance of the British eovernment. 
I/ioking to this fact, he really thought 
that, in candour, the Article respecting 
France ought not to form the sole theme 
of the learned gentleman’s declamation 
and that of bis colleagues—that while what 
ministers had done was wholly cast into 
the shade, they should not be so promi* 
iientiy condemned for what they were 
really unable to do. For how could they 
press any proposition against the will of 
our allies? Could any reasonable man re¬ 
commend to them to dissolve the great 
conledcracy of Kurope, and to contend 
alone against France ? What in such a 
case could lord Wellington at the head of 
an army accomplish ? Nothing but defeat 
and disgrace (so far as disigrace could at¬ 
tend military defeat) could possibly await 
him. He wished, therefore, that geiillemen 
W'ould devote some portion of cool com 
nion-sense consideration to this question. 
He begged that they would moderate their 
virtuous fecipigs, and put their solicitude 
for Afiica under the dominion of reason. 
The noble lord concluded with repenting 
his assertion, that the motion was incun 
sisicnt with candour, as it was calculated 
to prejudice the question which stood for 
discussion to morrow, and tu induce an 
impiession that ministers had nut faith¬ 
fully performed the doty imposed upon 
them, by the voice of pai liameut and pub- 
jic opinion. 

Sir Samuel Rmilhf rose and spoke.as 
follows :* 

Sir; To those members who were pre¬ 
sent when it was arranged in what order 
the business respecting the Treaty should 
be brought before the House, it cannot be 
necessary to point out the injustice of the 
noble lotd's charge against my hon. and 
learned friend, of having brought forward 
bis motion at an improper time. It he has 
moved for these papers only twenty-four 
hours before the Treaty is to be taken into 
consideration, it is because he has yielded 
to the wishes of others; and has, fur their 
convenience, and most especially for the 
convenience of the noble lord himself, 
postponed his motion. It was desired by 
niy bon. friend, who sits behind me (Mfi. 
Wilberforre) that his intended Address, 
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which was yesterday unanimously voted 
by the House, should precede my learned' 
Friend’s motion fur papers: this was the 
wish too, of the noble lord, expressed by 
him in his place; and be cannot have for* 
gotten the reason be assigned ior it, 
namely, that he doubted not, that in the 
debate upon the Address, he should con¬ 
vince my learned Iriend, that his motion 
was unnecessary. 'J'he Address would 
have been moved for, a week ago, but for 
the noble lord’s indisposition. It was on 
his account alone that it was postponed to 
yesterday. The noble loid was requested 
to defer the discussion of the Treaty for a 
few days; but upon ^his he was inexorable. 

I Though no nossible inconvenience could 
attend the delay, he insisted that the 
Treaty should be taken into consideration 
I to>morrow. And after all this, and when. 
I it has been at his request, and for iiis per- 
1 sonal convenience, and because he will not 
put off his own motion, even for fuur-and- 
twenty hours, that this debate comes so 
close upon the consideration of the Treaty, 
the noble lord is unjust enough to impute 
blame to my learned friend, fur not 
bi inging on iiis motion sooner. In ihe'same 
spirit, and in a style of gieat exaggeration, 
he says, that the Treaty lias h-eii lying a 
whole month upon the table before these 
papers are calltd for, although at the mo¬ 
ment when 1 am speaking, a month has not 
elapsed since the Treaty, which bearsdate 
only the 30th of May, was signed, and al¬ 
though it was not till the 3d of the present 
nioniii that this House was informed fiom 
the throne, that it would attend to our 
wishes on this impoiiaiu pat t of the nego- 
ciation. 

I certainly shall not, Sir, by compli¬ 
menting the'noble lord and his colleagues 
for their sincerity, ami their services iti the 
cause of the abolition of the Slave Trade, 
provoke the .same extraordinary return as 
my learned friend has experienced, and as 
little shall I be deterred by the high and 
presumptuous tone which the noble lord 
has this day assumed, from exptessing my 
strong disapprobation of that article in Ihe 
Treaty he has concluded, which relates to 
that odious Trade. If I knew, indeed, what 
claims the ministers had to praise upon 
this subject, 1 would not refuse to do 
them justice, even though my commenda¬ 
tions were to be met with the same disd.'iiii 
. ns my learned friend’s; but 1 am really 
ht a Joss to conjecture on what (hose claims 
can be founded; and recollecting, as I do, 

I ia what mmmtt a&d to what an extent the 
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Slave Trada IlM'Of late years beet] carried 
oH by while the emineat ser¬ 

vices We liad retidered that state gave us' 
so good a right to require the total sacrifice 
of H*''on her part, I can see no reason to 
applaud bis Itoyal Highness’s mintsters, 
eitner for the zeal or the success of their 
exertions. 

It is impossible, I know, to speak of this 
Article of the Treaty in the severe, but 
just terms, which in my opinion, it de¬ 
serves, without incurring the imputation 
df acting with party views. Conscious 
that I am not in the smallest degree 
infiaeifced upon this occasion by such 
motives, 1 regard ^11 such imputations 
with contempt; but it may^ be well for 
those who are forward to cast them, to 
recollect that party is not the exclusive 
reproach of opposition, and to consider* 
whether they, who defend and applaud in 
ublic what, in the secret of their own 
osoms, they utterly reprobate and con¬ 
demn, are themselves ekcmpt from that 
party-spirit with which they suppose 
others to be infected. 

The noble lord objerts to the production 
of the papers moved for, .because this 
Article cannot, he says, be properly esti¬ 
mated, when .taken disconnected from the 
rest of the Treaty and from the w*hole 
negociatioti; and yet the noble lord was 
content last night to enter into his justifi¬ 
cation upon this single Article, and to post- 
poiie the rest of the Treaty to a future dis¬ 
cussion ; and well, indeed, may this part 
of the Treaty, from its higher importance, 
and as being the only subject of negocia- 
tion upon which this and the other House 
of parliament thought it right to interfere 
with the executive power before the mea- 
suru was concluded, challenge a distinct 
and indefiendent exnmination. 

We are not, the noble lord told us the 
other evening, aware of all the difficulties 
which; upon this Article, he had to con- j 
tend with. We must not imagine, he says,: 
that the French ascribe to us, all the merit 
which we daim for oar abolition of the 
Slate Trade; Tney do not give us credit 
for ^ all that humanity and that love of 
jhib'ce vtdiich we pretend to. They doubt 
obr sincerity, and, not the cpnimon people 
oh|)r, bat persons of a higher order; and 
efon those, as he plainly gives' us to un¬ 
derstand. with whom he had to negociate, 
entertatir that doubt It would be bi^iy 
intereithig fo'gain a sight of the papers, 
if it were oirty to observe bow the noble 
ItiHEd repelled (bdl foul^ and upjast sos- 
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picion. No person belter than hnmself, 
who had, to the very last, ha this Hduse, 
resisfed the abolition, could have assured 
them of the perfect mncerity of thfose who 
had so long persevered in that just and 
righteous cause, and who at the last, owed 
their glorious triumph to the strong sense 
and feelings of the nation londiy and re¬ 
peatedly declared. 

The proofs of our sincerity arc so many 
and $0 powerful, that the noble lord can¬ 
not fail to have pressed them irresistibly 
upon his opponents. If to have relin¬ 
quished this Trade, when we almost singly, 
of all the nations of tne earth, might have 
carried it on; and when we might have 
prosecuted it to a greater extent, and with 
a much greater profit, than we or any 
other country had ever before derived 
from it. If to have persevered steadily 
for seven years in this self-denial, and 
never to have shewn the least symptom of 
an inclination to yield to the strong temp¬ 
tation, which this lucrative monopoly was 
holding out,—if facts like these foil France 
unconvinced, then indeed, is she not open 
to conviction. 

But what is the coarse which the noble 
lord has pursued ? To prove how much we 
are in earneiit on this important point, he 
has, on behalf of the British nation, afiixed 
his signature to a treaty, which, after re¬ 
cognizing the injustice and barbarity of the 
Trade, contains a stipulation, that for five 
years, it shall be carried on. To remove 
all doubt of our perfect sincerity, he 
makes us parties to a convention, by which 
with fine professions of t holy regard for 
justice and humanity, we sanction, for a 
certain definite period, the practice of 
every 'species of oppression, robbery, and 
murder. What better plan could he have 
adopted, if his object had been to convert 
kuspicion into proof, and to put into the 
bands of our detractors the formal and 
sealed evidence of our baseness and hy¬ 
pocrisy ? 

Wfiat a melancholy prospect, too, does 
this French notion of our insincerity, thus, 
confirmed by the noble lord, afford, with 
respect to the stipulation, that at the end 
of five years, the trade by France shall al¬ 
together cease! Our only object being to 
gain some credit to ourselves, and to ap¬ 
pear to alt Europe the seeming champions 
of justice and. nuipanity, the French are 
not uhwilijioiig to gratify onr criminal 
vanity, batve, therefore, amused ur 
with a declfto*i«B» five years, 

they will to hr tredejini in meto—a 
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deci^ra'ion in which they have just as 
rouch sinceiity as tliey impute to us; and 
having secuied to themselves a trade, 
whicli they know will continue after the 
stipulfiteci period shall have elapsed, they 
piule themselves, no doubt, upon having 
met this nation of dissemblers with their 
own drts of dissimulation. 

Amongst other diiTiculties in the nego* 
ciation, France, we are told, wonld not 
submit to the humiliation of having the 
performance of a moral duty imposed 
on her. The cession, or the icteniion of 
conquered provinces, might well be sub* 
jects of negonation, without imputation 
upon a nation’s honour, but to exact that 
theiules of natural justice should be ob- 
seived ; and to enforce a moral principle 
at the point of the bayonet, implies a spe¬ 
cies ol degradation. 1 am unable (I con¬ 
fess It) to enter into these diplomatic re- 
hnements, but, if there be humiliation in 
blipuiating not to carry on a trade repugnant 
to humanity and justice, that humiliation 
France has submitted to, since she has en¬ 
gaged, after'five years, to renounce the 
'j'rade lor ever; and how the honour of 
that nation would have been rooie deeply 
affected by an immediate renunciation 
than by one, which is to be preceded by 
five years of licensed devastation, piracy, 
and murder, the noble lord has left wholly 
unexplained. To me, indeed, it appears 
that the negociation might have been 
conducted on this point in a manner the 
most honourable to both nations. The 
Trade does not, at present, exist for either. 
With England it has ceased fur the last 
seven years, by our own voluntary i enun¬ 
ciation of It. With France it has ceased 
for upwards of twenty years, by the pe¬ 
culiar circumstances to which the war 
had placed her, France end England 
might have treated upon this subject oa 
equal terms. Each might have contracted 
with the other, that this odious traffic 
should be revived by neither, and a treaty 
might have been concluded more glorious 
for both, than any that has been recorded 
in the annals of mankind. 

The prejudices of the French, the noble 
lord says, were to be attended to. That 
they have not at once adopted our opi¬ 
nions, cannot surprise us. We were long 
before we acted on them ourselves, 
^ving been nearly twenty years abo> 
lUbing this Trade, can we complain thM 
France requires an interval of only five to 
prepare for its abolition ? But When th» 
queitioA is ib thoitU b# ttcqltocfod 
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what the obstacles were which, in this 
country, so long retarded the accomplish¬ 
ing that great act of justice. They were 
obstacles which have wo present existence 
in France, but which are preposterously 
under the operation of this Treaty, to be 
created in utder, as we learn from the 
noble lord, that by the slow progress of 
reason they may be in time overcome. 
The extensive infiuence of Liverpool and 
Bristol, and other great trading towns, op¬ 
posed difficulties with us which it required 
much lime and patience to remove. Hap¬ 
pily no such infiuence now exists iri 
France, but it seems that by the revival 
of the Trade, such -an influence is to 
be general, «nd to be fostered. Let 
the cause of humanity, the noble lord 
says, be promoted in France by ex¬ 
actly the same means as it was in Eng¬ 
land. In other words, let Nantes add 
Bourdcaux, and other maritime towns, be- 
cometlie BrisiolsandLiverpoolsoi Fiance; 
let large capitals be embarked in the 
Trade; let the support of many thousands 
oi iiuhviduals be made to depend on its 
continuance; enlist the activity and zeal of 
commercial enterprize and adventure 
against you; multiply, without num¬ 
ber, the enemies to the abolition, and 
then wisely trust to reason to refute 
their arguments, and silence their cla¬ 
mours. Embody against you the most 
uncontrollable passions and strongest 
interests, and most formidable corobma- 
tioas of men, and then calmly appeal to 
argument, to philosophy, and to i eligion, 
to disperse and to disarm them. Expect 
that some Claiksoli will appear in France 
who will consume his valuable life in the 
service of the most oppressed and despised 
of liisfellow-cr&atmes. Waittill some Wil- 
bei force shall arise, who with unexampled 
perseverance in spite of clamour and ob¬ 
loquy, and ridicule, will maintain his 
steady course, till lie sees the great objject 
of bis life accomplished. Rely upon the 
slow but certain effects of free discuimqil 
in popular assemblies, and by ao unre¬ 
strained press; and, till all these caqses 
shall have fully opeiated, be content that 
the work of death and devastation shall 
go freely on upon the shores of Africa. 

With a^ a most formidable obstacle to 
the speedy abolition of tlie Slave Trade 
existed in* (he strong mid inveterate pre¬ 
judice entertained by the proprietors ^ 
West Indian estafot, that its sudden aboU- 
tioD mast be soon followed by the destruc- 
tioii ol tbfiio property. Their terrified 
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imagination* painted to them insurrections 
breaking out in all the inlands, and involv¬ 
ing thetr planiatirms in one common ruin; 
or if, contrary to all expectation, they 
should CHcape this mddeii destruction, yet 
they foretold the gradual but certain waste 
of thoir slavi s, the inevitable and rapidly 
increasing depopulation of the colonies by 
disease and death, without the possibdity, 
when all supply of fresli negroes was de¬ 
nied, of ever lepainng the growing evil. 
Tins obstacle, once so gigantic, the noble 
lord had it m his power in an instant to 
dispel, lie had only to direct the view 
of the Fiench negociatois to the large and 
valuable colonics which he was restoring 
to them by the Treaty, and which, under 
the abolition, had been for yeais in the 
enjoyment of perfect internal'tranquillity^, 
improved cultivation, and increasing po¬ 
pulation and prosperity. 

An argument, which in this country we 
heard often, and too successfully used 
against the abolition, is, that the Tiade, 
though renounced by us, would still be 
carried on by other and rival states j and 
that ftre should see them extending their 
commerce, increasing their wealth, and 
improving their maritime resources, at our 
expence, while the cause of humanity was 
in no degree promoted, and not one Afi ican 
the less would be torn from his native 
land. Many thousands have been the 
lives which have fallen a sacrifice to this 
peiniciuus argument. Against the noble 
lord, however, it was an argument which 
cannot have been urged with success ; for ' 
it could not be doubted, that the powerful 
voice, and more powerful example of 
France, added to those of Great Britain, 
must have commanded the total abolition 
of this nefarious Trade, by the general 

consent of all the powers of Europe. 

l,et u* not, then, be told, that in desir¬ 
ing time to prepare for the abolition, 
France i» only following the example vve 
have set her. France, it must be again 
observed, is not requiied to abolish the 
Trade, but not to embark in it anew; and, 
with all the difficulties which the aboli¬ 
tionists had to encounter here; with all 
the cause of just reproach, which certainly 
belongs to os, for having been so tardy in 
efiectiDg what justice and religion, and 
our ndtioual honour, so long, so loudly, arid 
BO imperatively called for; yet it cannot 
be denied, that from the first moment when 
the attention hf the public was awakened 
to the subject, there never was a time 
when this nation wonid have consented to 
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incur the enormous guilt of creating such 
a traffic. 

But although France is to revive the 
Trade, it is only for five years that it is to 
be revived. Not, indeed, that there is^ 
any positive stipulation that at the end ot 
that period it shall absolutely cease; but, 
if I have rightly understood the noble loid, 
according to his construction of the Treaty, 
France merely engages, that after the five 
years, she will, by an act of her own, 
utteily renounce all commerce in slaves; 
and upon this assurance the noble loid 
lelies. He leally btlieves that the French 
nation, who, now that they are yet 
strangers to the Trade, except as they 
have heard and lead of it,and ate capable, 
like impartial and philosophical obscrteis, 
to estimate it justly, are not only not de¬ 
terred by the horrors which it present-, 
from embaiking in it, but aret-,en eager 
to plunge into tins sea of blood, will, when 
they are once dctply and eageily en¬ 
gaged in It, and aio largely eniithiiig 
themselves with its guilty profits, have the 
generosity and raagnaniinity to lelinquish 
It for ever. 

In the mean time, and when the five 
years shall have expired, numeroos diffi¬ 
culties, which do not now exist, will^ have 
arisen to obstruct the peiformance ot their 
engagement. How differently circum¬ 
stanced will France then be from vt'lsat 
she is at present! Great capitals will be 
embaiked in the Trade; numerous vesselv 
will be employed in it; many thousands 
of individuals will have accustomed them¬ 
selves to look to it for subsistence or sup¬ 
port. France, too, will probably have 
engaged in, and long prosecuted^ her 
schemes for the reconquest of St. Domingo; 
and projects on this head have been talked 
♦of (but which, I trust, are not really en- 
teitaiued), the mere mention of which 
chills the heart with horror. When all 
these changes shall have lakert place, by 
what arguments shall we persuade. France 
to be faithful to her engagements ? It can¬ 
not be by insisting on the great pi inciples 
of justice of humanity. You have j, our¬ 
selves, she will reply, by the very ’lr«>aty 
which you require us to fulfil, admitted 
that justice and humanity must sometimes 
yield to expediency ; and the pieseirt ex¬ 
pediency is of a far higher nature than 
that which prevailed when you conclmled 
the Treaty with tts. We had then few 
sacrifices to make; we must now rum the 
fortunes of thousands, w-ho have them- 
selyes weU-ftmnded clums upon our bo* 
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inanity. We have reconquered St. Bo* 
iningo, but it bas been after a kmg and 
arduous struggle, srhirii has cost os iDtiu- 
merable lives. We have expended im* 
mense treasures, and have consumed the 
flower of our armies; and now that at such 
a price we have recovered what may be 
to us the most important of our foreign 
postessions, you would fain persuade us 
to retain it just as war has left it, with its 
wasted plantations and desolated ftelds, a 
barren and depopulated island, because 
your humanity revolts at our supplying it 
with negroes. That humanity would bet* 
ter have proved itself to be sincere, by 
insisting at first upon an immediate and 
perpetual abolition, instead of suffering us 
to shed so much blood, and to waste such 
important resources, for the avowed pur* 
puse of re’estabiishing our valuable plan¬ 
tations, and then, wlieii the season has at 
last arrived for repairing the mischief 
which it was well known must precede the 
benefits v/e had in view, endeavouring to 
prevent us from reaping the fruits of our 
dangers and exertions. 

1 confess that 1 deeply lament, that five 
years has been mentioned in the Treaty 
as the period at which the Trade is defi¬ 
nitively to cease. Being fully convinced, 
for the reasons I have given, that the 
'JVade will not end when that period ar- 
lives, 1 cannot but think, that the fixing 
it now as the moment of its term*nation, 
will only have the eftect of giving a wider 
range and additional vigour and spirit to 
the Trade at its commencement, and of 
rendering those who engage in it more 
earnest in their pursuits, and less under 
the controul or any moral restraint. The 
traffic, no doubt, will be entered upon with 
all the eagier spirit of adventure with which 
a new trade is always received; and at the 
same time, the adventurers in it, under¬ 
standing that it is to be but of short dura¬ 
tion, will be disposed to profit to the utmost 
of the golden opportunity while it lasts. 
Intent on making their fortunes, they will 
persuade themselves that not a moment is 
to be lost; and the scruples which they 
might have entertained at the fraud, and 
rapine, and bloodshed which they will 
meet with in their way, will be lolled by 
the reflection, that those evils are only 
transient and temporary. 

it was with great surprise that 1 beard 
the noble lord declare, that be really be* 
lieved that the Trade would last only for 
five years, and that it would be carried 
on till that period with the honeat expec* 
(VOL. xxvin.) 


tation timt at its arrival it would cease; for 
in saying this, the noble lord sorely could 
notmeantointtolate, that it would be pro¬ 
secuted on n larger stale, and assume a 
more atroctoes character than it ever yet 
had done; and yet I cannot recollect the 
arguments used by the noble lord hhnsebT 
upon former occasions, and suppose him 
unconscious that tliis most be tbe case. 
In a debate, which 1 remember ttxdc place 
in the year 18t)6, when this House resolved, 
that it would, at a time to be afterwards 
fixed, abolish the Trade, the noble lord, 
as well as the right hon. gentleman who 
sits near him (Mr. llo&c), strenuously op¬ 
posed that resolution, upon this, amongst 
other gtuunds, that the fixing a future 
time for the abolition muvt always have 
tbe tffret of giving new life and a wider 
sKteuuon to the Trade while it lasted ; and 
experience, the noble lord observed, had 
shewn, that the fixing such periods always 
aflbrdt d a rich harvest to Liverpool. By 
the noble lord’s own reasoning, therefore, 
he has consented to a renewal of this de¬ 
testable traffic, under circumstances which 
must add to its horrors, and extend its de- 
vastation ; and tliatveiy increased activity 
and extension must, when the stated pe¬ 
riod for its teiiinnaiion arrives, make its 
termination impossible. 

That the British nation should be par¬ 
ties to a treaty, by which a traffic Sit 
human beings is sanctioned, is alone a 
sufficient cause of reproach, but to fe4l tha 
whole extent of the disgrace which this 
Treaty brings upon us, it is necessary to 
consider what the real nature of this traffic 
is. The Slave Trade is, indeed, no where 
mentioned but with some epithet which 
expresses the horror that it inspires. It 
is described as jnhuman, as Sanguinary, as 
detestable, or by some other vague and 
general term of reprobation ; but such 
terms can convey but a very inadequate 
notion of the real horrors of this Trade, to 
those nations which are happily strangers 
to it in practice. But, in this country, 
it is in no such imperfect and ind^^nite 
mode that this horrible traffic, this foul 
reproach to civilized society, t'a knoVvn* 
What till Trade really is, wo haVe fully 
ascertained. We have, as it were, reckon¬ 
ed up and taken the exact dimensions of 
all the mheries and agonies it inflicts. 
What might seem to others to be tbe 
beighteninigs and ampfificatiohs of elo¬ 
quence, we.^alas, know to be plain fact, 
incontepitably proved. We liaVe nuide 
ourselves acquainted vtitb the Trade in its 
(2D) 
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manifold, compUcaled, and unexag^erated 
borr(N‘B. We nave dared to icrutintze mi* 
nutely into every part of it. ^ We have, 
by long and patient examinations of nu» 
meroas witnesses, traced, in the very heart 
nf Africa, the superstitions and barbarism, 
in the darkness of which its nations are 
still enveloped, to this powerful cause. 
On those shores which have intercourse 
with Europeans, we have almost with our 
own eyes beheld the wasted fields, and 
ruined villages, and flying inhabitants, 
which with certainty denote that slave* 
ships are hovering on the coast. We have 
even descended into the holds of the ships, 
and have had the courage to survey, and 
to expose to open day, the chained and 
orowded victims, writhing with agony, or 
wasting with disease, during the protracted 
sufferings of the middle passage. We 
have traced up to this, as their source, all 
those habitual severities and cruelties, and 
that constant contempt of human life and 
human misery, wlpc'fa distinguish West In¬ 
dian from every other species of slavery : 
and it is this Trade, thus known to os in the 
full extent of all its abominations; this 
system of fraud and oppression, and rapine, 
and cruelty, and murder, exehnined into, 
understood, scrutinized, exposed, and exe¬ 
crated, to which the noble lord has, by 
the Treaty, given the sanction of the 
British name 1 

If the Treaty had been in other respects 
less favourable to us, we should at least 
have had the consolation of reflecting, 
that we had not profited by this derelic¬ 
tion of all honoui able principle, and that 
we had not sold our consent to such enor¬ 
mous injustice; but with the stipulations in 
our favour wiiicii we know that it con¬ 
tains ; with fit. Lucie and Tobago, and 
the Lie of France, retained by us; with 
the engagement, that no fortifications shall 
be erected in the French settlements in 
India, and with the other benefits which 
we have bargained for, how can we de¬ 
fend ourselves from self-reproach, or si¬ 
lence our consciences, which tell us that 
these concessions have been purchased for 
us with the blood of Africa. 

In consideration of our receiving these 
benefits, we couseid: that France shall 
carry on the Slave Trade; and to enable 
her the more successfully to carry it on, 
we restore to her her ancient factories on 
the ooast'of Africa. She in to be reinstated 
in apdBenegal.almestin the centre 
nf that large aiairict from whreb ibis fatal 
toade bad ,bc«|l tvMiy extirpated, and 


where we saw the dawn breaking of that 
happier condition which the natives were 
beginnipg to enjoy. This is the prosper¬ 
ous region which we consent to abandon 
to the ravages of the slave.mercbants of 
France. Like iaitbful stewards, we have 
improved the country for them while it 
has been in our bands; we have increased 
its population; we have encouraged its 
inhabitants to settle in its peaceful villages; 
we have, by the instructiun we have given 
them, and the confidence we have taught 
them to place in Christians, soothed them 
into a fatal security; and we deliver up 
to its bitterest enemies this improving ter> 
ritory, well slocked with pientiiul crops 
of negroes, and supplied (or it:, savage 
hunters with abundance of human game. 
The very benefits wt have cunferied on 
these unhappy beings, tiie comlorts to 
which we have accustomed them, and the 
knowledge we have nnparled to thetp, will 
only embitter their mistorluiies, and make 
them (eel more acutely the full extent of 
the misery and degradation which now 
awaits them. 

But turning our view from Africa, to 
consider how the West Indian islands we 
have ceded will be affected by this Ar¬ 
ticle of the Treaty, 1 cannot, 1 confess, 
but entertain great doubt, whether we had 
any right to make such an alteration in 
the condition of its inhabitants as this 
stipulation must necessarily elTect. The 
great population of all the islands consists, 
we must recollect, o( negroes and of slaves. 
This population, notwithstanding their de¬ 
graded and unhappy state, have claims 
upon us to protect them, and have rights 
which wc are bound to maintain. Though 
the slaves of their masteis, they are the 
subjects of the crown, and are entitled to 
ihe protection of the law. The abolition 
of the Slave 'IVade has done much to me¬ 
liorate the condition of these unhappy 
men, and lias mitigated the character of 
their slavery. To accomplish tlii<., indeed, 
wag, 1 think I have beard my hnn. friend 
say, the principal object which be had in 
view, when he first entertained the design 
of putting an end to this delestablc Trade. 
The calamities of Africa and the horrors 
of the middle passage had nut at first pre¬ 
sented themselves to bis view, lie fore¬ 
saw that West Indian slaves would be less 
likely to be wom down by continual and 
exhausting labours, or to be sacrificed by 
sudden gusts of passiun. or deliberate 
reseutmei^ in those on whurn they were 
entirely dependent, when their loss could 
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not be replaced by the never>failing sup¬ 
ply which the Slave Trade afforded. To 
some degree, what he foresaw has come to 
pass. Wretched, indeed, is tbeir condition 
stilt; hot it is less wretched than it was, 
when fresh cargoes of slaves were every 
year exposed to sale in the markets. We 
have had, indeed, some remarkable proofs 
of the improvement of their condition. 
Not the least of them is, that since the 
abolition, we have seen what no eye be¬ 
fore had ever beheld, and no ear had ever 
heard, a white proprietor brought to trial 
for the murder of his slave, convicted, and 
publicly executed. All improvement, 
however, with them, is now at an end. 
By the terms of the Treaty, we have not 
merely transferred the dominion over these 
colonies to a foreign state, but we have in 
ifTect agreed, that tltelr inhabitants shall 
pass under a more cruel bondage than that 
which they groan under at present, since 
we have consented that there shall be 
withdrawn from them the most efr'ertuai 
of ail restraints upon those wanton abuses 
of power, to which men, in a state of do- 
niesticslavery, must be constantly exposed. 

When applied to the island of Ouada- 
loupe, these considerations acquire ten¬ 
fold force, and place the conduct of mi¬ 
nisters ill a most extraordinary point of 
view. Ill the last year we ceded that 
isjand to Sweden, but under an express 
stipulation that the Slave Trade should 
never be carried on there. Sweden could 
not, without a breach of national faith, 
either by herself, or by any other power 
to whom she might have transferred the 
colony, have polluted its shores with this 
inhuman irafhc. But what we would not 
allow Sweden to do, we do ourselves: we 
consent that the island shall be given op 
to France, without affording it any protec¬ 
tion against the Slave Trade, We make 
ourselves parties to a violation of our own 
treaty ; and, without compunction, sanc¬ 
tion a breach of those conditions, which, 
with such seeming anxiety, we bad pro¬ 
vided for the happiness of tfae colony. 

But after all, we are told, that to'submit 
to alj this. Was matter of necessity; for 
on this point France was determined not 
to yield. We had only to ebuse, it seems, 
between permitting her to carry on the 
Slave Trade or still prosecuting the war} 
and the noble lord asks whether, for such 
an object as that of putting an end to the 
Trade, five years sooner or later, we sbonld 
have been justified in prolonging toch a 
contest, without the anistance, too, of our 
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allies; ttnd. he adds, with lord Welliqg- 
ton^s army far advanced into France, and 
wholly unsupported. But leaily, Sir, I 
cannorihink that these dtfficulties pre¬ 
sented themselves with quite so formi¬ 
dable an aspect as the noble load would 
represent. 1 cannot forget that he has him¬ 
self assured us, that the sovereigns, our 
allies, were sincerely and eealotisly de¬ 
sirous to abolish the Slave Trade); and 
when I recollect the cireumstances in 
which France stood, and the extraordinary 
events which bad preceded the negocta- 
tioD, I cannot persuade myself that Kwg- 
land was obliged to treat so much in the 
spirit of a conquered country, that merely 
because France was pleased to threaten a 
continuance of the war, we were neces¬ 
sarily to relinquish the just demands that 
we had made. The noble lord must him¬ 
self admit, that so high a tone, so unrea¬ 
sonably ^assumed by France, could have 
afforded* no justification for his yielding 
every thing, no matter how unjust, which 
It might have been her pleasure to exact. 
If she had presumed to dictate to ui, as 
the indispensable price of peace, that Gib¬ 
raltar should be ceded to her, the noble 
lord assuredly would out have thought a 
prospect of the continuance of war a suf¬ 
ficient reason for making a sacrifice to 
France of that proud monument of oar 
glory; and yet for no better reason, be 
has sacrificed to her what was a monument 
of much greater glory to the British name. 
But who, indeed, can be credulous 
enough to believe, that we ever were re¬ 
duced to the necessity of relinquishing 
either peace or the abolition of this traffic? 
If we were to admit that France, in the 
situation in which she stood, could with 
any appearance of reason have peremp- ^ 
toriiy insisted on carrying on the Tracte,' 
yet was it not most obvious, that we had 
a right to retain the colonies which con¬ 
quest bad made our own, unless FraD 9 e 
would consent, that from them at least the 
Trade should continue, as it then was, 
wholly excluded ? Who, indeed, can- look 
at the Treaty, and observe what we have 
retaided, and what we have stipulated tor* 
without being convinced that tye never 
were reduced to this pretended necessity ? 
but we preferred, it seesaw Tobago and 
St. Lucie, and the other comparatively 
light advantages which we have secured for 
ourselves, to the honourable duty whic,h 
was imTOse^ npon us, of effacing for over 
the foulest stain that had ever blotted the 
character of Europeans and o£ Christians, 
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Eong &i»dt ItsUnsip munt hie the reptoAcb be through an^ omission on the pert of 
whici) this bee di^tu'ti upon us. I'be noble the crown, that our hopes and wishes 
lord bus oQinplHirieti, itiileed, of the melun* tbeuUI be disappointed, 
cboiy «agges,ion« ol my hon. hriend, with At last an opportunity presented itwlf 
wh|<iH he say^.ite han codeaveured at this for realising those hopes, and gratifying 
hour of conorratulbfion. to dash the cup of those wishes, such as the most sanguine 
ecgoyraeiit troni (he lips of the nation. I could hardly have pictured to themselves 
coufew. It appears to me, that this is the m their fondest dreams of prosperity;—a 
Boouietii, of all others, when it must be* roncurtence ot circumstances the most 
conn 1 us to appreciate the real nature of fortunate, 1 should rather say the most 
this tide ot the Treaty, and to considei ptovidential, Ibr rendering this great 
in ubat light it places us os a nation. It benefit to om felioW'Creatures and to poa* 
is iiiiw, while our uara arc vibrating with teiity ; such an opportunity for conclud- 
shouts of triumph, and while our inirtgina* ing the most glorious treaty that ever was 
lions are still daz^iied with the splendour entered into between rival and contend- 
ot our late lejoicings, that it behoves us to ing nations, as might have warmed the 
examine the part that we have acted in coldest heart, and have inspired the most 
the great events which have taken place, vulgar mind with a noble and virtuous 
and to consider whether we have fulfilled ambition. 

the high destiny to which Cod seemed to That such a crisis had arrived, we knew 
have called us; whether, on the contrary, could not escape the observation of any 
we have not basely deserted the cause of man, that it would pass away unimproved 
our fellow.cieatures which was committed we did not suppose possible, and yet, that 
to our hands ; atu’ whether, while wc are there might be no omission on our part, 
drinking in this intoxicating cup, and feast* that we might, as it were, make assurance 
ing at the banquet which is set before us, doubly sure, that where such important 
some unperccived hand is not inscribing interests were at stake, there might not be 
on tjie wall, the sentence of our con* even the appearance of our being, in the 
demnation. smallest degree, wanting to ourselves and 

To obtain the concurrence of other to mankind, this House unanimousi}' re¬ 
states, in the abolition of the Slave Trade, solved again to address the throne, and to 
has long been an object of earnest solicitude represent to it all that the occasion de- 
to tills House, even before we had passed manded of us, the right which our situa- 
an act to abolish it for ourselves; but tion gave us to insist upon this point with 
when, under the administration of 1806, the enemy, the evils that would result, and 
no doubt was entertained that such a law the dreadful responsibility we stiould 
would speedily be enacted, this House incur, if it were given up, and the solemn 
presented an address to the crown, entreat* assurances and pledges which tha crown 
ing his Majesty to take measures for esta- bad repeatedly given us, and upon which 
blishiug, by iiegociatioo with foreign we had firmly relied. And after all this, 
powers, a consent and agreement mr possessed of such advantages, strengthened 
abolishing the African Slave Trade ; and by such an address, and stimulated by such 
representing to his Majesty, that this , considerations, what is the treaty which 
Uooie fell the justice and honour of the the ministers have concluded i One that 
nation to be deeply and peculiarly in* disappoints all our hopes, blasts all our 
voiced j'n that great object; and we were prospects, seals our perpetual disgrace, 
assured, by his Majesty, that these our and leaves us to deplore, that we have lost 
wishes should be attended to. an opportunity of benefiting mankind, and 

In 1810, this House again approached i.nnobling ourselves, such as the world will, 
the throne, and, after expressing its deep probably, never again afford! 
regret that the efibrts which the King bad That I take this view of the subject will, 
inade to induce foreign powers to concur 1 know, by some persons, be ascribed to 
this disgraceful commerce, the spirit of party; but thinking, as in 
had attended with so little success, my conscience I do, that in concluding 
safnesdybesoaghthia Majesty to persevere this Treaty, every moral* and religious 
in thosci measures which might lend to doty has bMis disregarded, eughti, from 
bring aboi^ so desirable an end. The anysneh trivialconsWeration,and, because 
same gractons answer was returned to I cannot blame the measure without cen* 
these renewed entnaties, the same royal suring the men who are the authors of it, 
pkdge was again givan, that it should not to cetrain from expreising my real opi- 
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iiion ? Let me ratber again remiod thoie to dvrail apon, with th« refredtii^ eight 
who, thinking as ill of the Treaty as 1 do, of this comparative happiness, and was 
are vet so ter indaenced by their par- eagerly looking forward to the farther 
tiahty to miuistersk that they will either progress of this ^at good, and was ex- 
observe a orimioal silence, or give their pecting, from still greater improvementa 
sanction to it by their votes, that they are, in the moral existence of those to whose 
indeed, acting from the worst of party mo- he had already been so great a benetactor. 
tires; and let me caution all such persons the best consolations of fait deolkitog age; 
bow, at any future time, they receive what a prospect of the future Ims the noble 
hiToars at the bands of ministers, lest their lord opened to him!—The sudden revival 
consciences should tell them, that such of this horrid traffic, upon the largest 
favours have been obtained at the expence scale, and in its most ferocious spirit; all 
of the happiness and blood of Africa. bis exertions, and bis anxieties, and his 

My hon. friend (Mr. Wilberforce) in- sacrifices of time, and healib, and forrtunefc 
deed, who practises every Christian virtue, endured in vain; a renewal of the plunder, 
has expressed, in strong terms, his disap- end carnage, and devastation, which used 
pointment and regret at this Treaty ; but to lay waste the shores of Africa; new 
yet be has the exemplary forbearance, fleets sailing across the Atlantic, freighted 
while he deeply deplores, not to censure with human misery in every form and 
the conductor the negociator. A most every degree; new markets opened, itt 
remarkable instance of Christian charity which rational beings, like beasts of the 
it unquestionably is, for there is no indi- field, are to be again exposed to public 
vidual in his Majesty’s dominions, who, if sale; the revival of a more severe and a 
in cotisideraiiou of such a superior im- more cruel species of bondage, more ex- 
portance, we could be allowed to mix any hausiing toils, a lower species of degrada- 
thing which merely affected ourselves,has tion, augmented tortures; an aggravation 
more reason to complain than my hon. of all the anguish of body and mind,.which 
friend. There is no man living whom it wastes and consumes so large a portion of 
can have robbed of a larger portion of our fellow-men; and the sickening cer- 
bappiness. After devoting the best part tainty, that all these complicated evils tend 
of bis virtuous life to tins great object; to confirm, and perpetuate, and aggravate 
when by long-continued and unwearied each other, and that they forebode scenee 
exertions, after repeated disappointments, more dreadful even than thuse which they 
and by a perseverance without example, exhibit! 

he had, at last, at a mature period of his -Such are the melancholy prospects 
life, accomplished the object to which he which this Treaty aflbrda lothose who had 
had devoted all the faculties of his mind; been earnest in procuring the abolition, 
when he was beginning to reap the fiiU re- and who were pleasing themselves with 
wards of his long labours,—rewards the the reflection of the great benefits which 
most congenial to his heart, and the best they had obtained for mankind, or, in other 
adapted to services such as bis,—the satis- words, to the gieat majority of the British 
faction of seeing the progress of the good nation. With these prospects before iia, 1 
of which he had been, in so great a degree, cannot applaud the Treaty. I am desirous 
the author; while he was every year re- with roy hon. friend, to have ail the infor- 
ceiving from Africa and from the West raation that can throw light upt»n the 
Indies, tlie tidings of the improved con- negociation; but if that information is 
ditionof his leliov'-creatures; while he saw with-held, and I am compelled lo decide 
in Africa the dawnings of civilization, the with no other lights than I at present poa- 
calm and the tranquillity which reigned in sess, I must say, that the Treaty appears to 
their contented villages, the instruction me, as iar as it respects the Slave Trade, to 
which wasaffbrded to their youths, and the be r^ugiiant to justice and humanity, dis- 
comfortswhich the light of trae religion was graceful to the British name, and ofi^nsive 
every day difi'osing among the natives; in the sight of God. 
and, on the other hand, in the West Indies, Mr. Stephen rose in a State of great agi- 
the mitintion of the labours and sufler- tatioij, and after remarking that it was im- 
ings of tne negroes, and law extending its possible for him not to led that the eye of 
protection to these unhappy outcasts of the lion, and learned gtiitleroan glanced 
society; while be was cheerin)g his mind, at him when he talked ot members #ho 
long depressed by the miseries which he chose to be criminally silent; a^ked, what 
bad been compelled, for so many years, right the hon. and learned gentleman had 
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Ip impute tp bim^Bo uncharitable a charge ? 
lie ha<i lilt night on two several occty* 
siona oSered hinuelf to the attention of the 
Weaker, bat was not ibrtunate enough to 
catob bis eye, tiil a period of the evening 
when be was too much exhausted to do 
justice to his feelings. So far from not in* 
tending to speak upon the present occasion, 
be had been listening with satisfaction to 
the eloquent speech of the hon. and 
learned gentleman, till the cruel and un* 
just attack was made upon himself, with 
the view of being able to distinguish the 
little of that speech of which be did not 
approve, from the great proportion of it in 
which he so highly concurred, and in con* 
junction with Uie House admired. If the 
bon. and learned gentleman was sincere 
in the sentiments of benevolence he badN 
Vtteied that night, he would take himself 
to task on his pillow, for the injustice of 
which he bad been guilty, in imputing to 
others so serious a charge. 'It was too 
much to impute tc a man who had some 
small claims to good will on this very ac¬ 
count, the charge of battering the blood of 
Africa for the sake of detestable lucre.— 
He then proceeded to shew how zealous 
he bad uniformly been, both in the West 
Indies and in this country in support of 
the abolition. He expressed his disap¬ 
probation of the Article in the Treaty ; 
but at the same time, as the noble lord 
pledged himself that the production of the 
papers called for, instead of serving the 
cause of the abolition, would injure it at 
the Congiess, he was willing to take the 
pledge of the noble lord in this respect, 
thinking that he theseby best consulted 
the attainment of the grand object, and 
satisfied that ministers were equally re¬ 
sponsible for any omission or violation of 
their duty, after the Congress had taken 
place, as they were now. He had i uad 
every publication on the recent horrible 
proceedings in St. Domingo, and he had 
obtained information on the subject in 
every possible way, and he was petrified 
with horror at the facts which he bad 
learnt. At Capo Fran^oise they were in 
the habit of desecrating Sunday by bunt¬ 
ing human beings in a ring with blood 
htteBds, until they were torn to pieces; 
and of' carrying others out to sea, and 
drowning them by wholesale. The fact 
that the ex-nobles of France had great 

i ossessions in St. Don^mgo, and that M. 
tahonet had been appointed the Frenoh 
colonial minister, accounted to him in a 
great measare for the difficulties under 


which the noble lord had laboured to ob¬ 
tain bis object. The noble lord had how¬ 
ever pledged himself, he believed most 
sincerely, to exert every effort in this 
cause at the approaching Congress. If the 
noble lord failed to redeem this pledge, 
might God not spare him if he spared the 
noble lord or his colleagues. Thinking, 
however, that the motion would be inju¬ 
rious instead of beneficial to the object in 
view, he must vote against it. 

Sir 5. Romilfy, in explanation, expressed 
his regret that the hon. and learned gen¬ 
tlemen had taken the observations which 
he had made as personally directed against 
him, and assured the hon. and learned 
gentleman that he meant no attack upon 
him, but merely directed his argument to 
him in common with others who were in 
the same situation. 

Mr. Stephen declared himself satisfied 
with this explanation. 

Mr. jF. Douglas and Mr. Baiham sup¬ 
ported the motion. 

Mr. Bankes denied that any practical 
benefit would result from the motion if it 
were acceded to. Although be was at an 
utter loss to conceive how a British mi¬ 
nister could have placed himself in the 
situation in which the noble lord said he 
bad found himself placed, yet, after the 
warning of the noble lord, given on his 
responsibility as minister, that much de¬ 
triment to the cause would arise from the 
production of the papers moved for, he 
could not consent to the motion. 

Mr. Fonsonbp expressed his surprise 
that the hon. gentlemen who last spoke 
should be disposed to yield implicit credit 
to the noble lord’s statement, that to agiee 
to bis learned friend’s motion would to 
injure and not to serve the cause of the 
, abolition, after having said that his imagi¬ 
nation was at a loss to conceive bow a 
British minister could place himself in 
such a situation as that in which the noble 
lord confessed he bad been placed. He 
allowed that the noble lord bad misjudged 
III the one case, and yet be was willing to 
take the noble lord’s opinion as imperative 
in the other. On the noble lord's own 
principles, what chance was there of suc¬ 
cess in any further negociation with 
France ? The noble lord asserted, that we 
had no right to insist on the French being 
more moral than they were; and, on the 
other hand, that we had no right to 
threaten the French with a continuation 
of the war anless they consented to the 
aboKtioo. Then, he should be glad to 
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know, in what quarter we were to look for 
favourable circumBtances in the approach* 
ing Congress? Was it from the good dts* 
position ohhe allied powers ? If the noble 
lord had riotavailed himself of that good dis* 
position in the efforts which he had already 
made, he was deeply culpable ; if he had 
availed himself of them, it was evident that 
they had not much weight. In what he was 
about to say, he by no means intended to 
disclaitu being a party man. On the con¬ 
trary, he thought it an honour to be so 
considered. He should never think well 
of the condition of any country in whiclt 
there were not avowed associations of 
public men, friendly to public liberty. 
But that the] present motion was made in 
what was usually termed the spirit of 
party, he would utterly deny. The nOble 
lord and his colleagues had less reason to 
complain of party than any administration 
in the history of this country. During 
the whole of the late negociations, they 
had not experienced a single act of oppo¬ 
sition; and their political enemies appeared 
as arduous to strengthen the hands of go¬ 
vernment, as were their most arduous sup¬ 
porters. 

Mr. W. Smith said, that though his opi¬ 
nion with regard to the Treaty, so far as 
the article respecting the Slave Trade was 
concerned, remained exactly the same as 
he had expressed it on a former evening, 
yet he felt it to be imperiously his duty, 
to vote against the motion of his learned 
friend. 

Mr. Homer briefly replied. His object 
in making the motion, was to obtain 
papers, which might enable him to form 
bis judgment respecting the conduct of 
the noble lord, as to whether that conduct 
was deserving of censure or approbation. 
He disclaimed the idea of bringing it for- 
waid in the first instance, as a direct cen¬ 
sure upon the noble lord. If, however, 
the noble lord chose to refuse that evidence 
which might qualify him (Mr. Horner), 
to determine upon his conduct in framing 
that Treaty, and if he must deliver hts 
opinion upon it from the impression now 
on his mind, be, in the absence of ail other 
means of determining, should have no he¬ 
sitation in saying Guilty. He did not 
mean to press the matter to a division, as 
he had sufficiently collected the sense of 
the House from the turn of the debate. 
He hod done what he conceived to be his 
duty in bringing the question forward, 
and shoaid rest satisfied with that con- 
BciottSoesB. 
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Lord Castkrei^, itt es^lanatioD, taiif, 
that it was far from his intention to say 
any thing which could be construed into 
an attack upon the motives or feelings of 
the learned gentleman; he had used the 
word party in no oflbnsive sense; he re¬ 
ferred merely to the time that had been 
suffered to elapse before the present mo¬ 
tion was brought forward. 

Mr.* Homer contended, that be hod 
availed himself of the first practicable 
night. 

Lord Castlereagh replied, that he might 
have given notice of his motion, if intended 
to impute blame, without the necessity of 
bringing it forward earlier. 

Mr. ^ifiei/orce observed that his learned 
friend had certainly postponed his motion 
at his request, in order to afibrd him the 
opporluniiy of previously bringing for¬ 
ward his own motion respecting the Slave 
Trade. 

The question was then put, and negatived 
without a division. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Wednesday, June 29. 

Corn Laws,] The Eail of Ilardwicke 
presented the following Keport of the 
Committee appointed to enquire into the 
state of the Corn Laws. 

That the Committee have met, and 
have examined several witnesses on the 
subject matter referred to them, but that, 
notwithstanding a great number of petitions, 
to the extent of from 70 to 80, very nu¬ 
merously signed, have been referred to the 
consideration of the Committee, none of 
the petitioners have hitherto come for¬ 
ward to support any of the aliegations 
therein contained. That your Comm idee, 
anxious to lay before the Ilouse as full iu- 
formatiou as they can obtain upon every 
branch, and under every view of the im¬ 
portant subject referred to their considera¬ 
tion, and apprehensive that the petitioners 
may have hitherto abstained froth sup¬ 
porting the allegations of their petitions, 
from an opinion that the Committee are 
not empowered to receive such evidence, 
the Committee submit to the consideration 
of the House, the propriety of giving them 
direct instructions to examine all evidence 
the petitioners may think fit to offer, in 
support of the numerous petitions which 
have bee;i presented to iho Ilouse, in the 
course ot the present session, on the sab- 
ject of the corn laws.'* 

The noble earl then obserfed, that a« 
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tiM ot^^t iof tke Committee WM to Ho* 
tify the matter of the Report io the most 
paUio aia4 eetbentic tnaaiier, be j^oald 
Buirdlp more, " That it be eo iostractiee 
to tbeeaid Coipmitiie«« toexanime aU wit* 
tieiees tii support of the allegaUoits of the 
dlifibeot petitions presented to the Heine 
this session on the snbject of the corn 
laws, who may be bronght forward on the 
part of any of the petitioners. 

£arl fttmhape ronceived there was a 
degree of objection to the regularity of the 
present motion, because it implied that the 
preceding powers of the committee were 
defective. At the same time he must ob> 
serve, that before this committee, enough 
bad already been proved, to shew that the 
system recommending an alteration in the 
corn laws, wa^ not calculated to produce 
the benefit anticipated by its promoters. 
It was clear from this evidence, as it was 
to his prior conviction, that the people 
and the growers of corn must be untaxed, 
before the remedy, desired could be esta¬ 
blished in the country. 

The Earl of Lauderdale could not help 
noticing, that the noble earl, of all other 
persons, appeared to him not informed 
eaongh of (be proceedings before the 
Committee to make these remarks;, for he 
had only for a few days, and for a short 
period in each day, attended that commit¬ 
tee ; whereas, for himself, he could de¬ 
clare, from the first establishment to the 
present hour, he had attended the whole 
proceedings of that committee, and he had 
no hesitation in saying, that the observa¬ 
tions now made by the noble earl were a 
gross ittisrepresentatinn of all that had oc- 
cnired before the Committee, and that 
there was not the slightest foundation for 
what (be noble earl had stated upon the 
present occasion. 

Earl Stmthope would ever maintain the 
correctness of the remarks which be had 
already made to the House. Though be I 
had not attended, like the noble earl, to 
all the proceedings of the Committee, be 
had attended until be heard that evidence 
which was satisfactory to his own mind. 
The evidence which, to his own hoow- 
ledgh, was delivered, confirmed to him, 
that the system recommended by the 
noble earl, as an author, would be in¬ 
jurious, and he would never permit that 
noble war! to say he had misrepresented 
whfat he'knew of bis own knowledge to be 
true. 

* The Earl of Hardwicke said, the only 
object of the present motion was, to af- 
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lord to the manufacturers and others an 
opportnaky of proving their own allega¬ 
tions. 

Earl SfoaAope was ready, Jf the noble 
earl pleased, to enter more fully into this 
subject, but be must contend, for what 
could not be controverted, that the evi¬ 
dence adduced most melancholy proofs of 
the eiror of (he system recooimeudi'd by 
those who proposed these aiteratious of 
the corn laws. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Preservation or Ship Timber.] The 
Earl of Darn Icy presented a Petition from 
an officer in the navy, relating to a subject 
of the greatest importance. I'bis indivi¬ 
dual stated a discovery to have been made 
for the better preparation and pieservation 
of timber, and he trusted the noble vis¬ 
count opposite would declare the readi¬ 
ness of the Admiralty, on all occasions, to 
attend to suggestions of such great conse- ‘ 
quence to the welfare of the country. He 
should move that this Pciiiion be read, 
and that it afterwards lie upon the table ; 
though he was not prepared, at rfiis late 
period of the session, to give any notice of 
a motion upon the contents of it, but he 
hoped the Admiralty would anticipaie the 
necessity of making any such motion upon 
a future occasion. 

Viscount declared the readiness 

of the Admiralty to attend to suggestions 
of this nature. The experiment of the in¬ 
vention, to which the noble earl had al¬ 
luded, was tried last year, and an accident 
occurred which rendered the utility of n 
doubtful; but still, upon any future trial, 
the Admiralty would not be alow to exa¬ 
mine and appreciate the benefit of any 
discovery calculated to benefit the country. 

, Earl Stanhope was a little surprised at 
the logic of the noble viscount, who blamed 
an experiment because an accident had 

f irevented a satisfactory proof of its utility, 
f the Admiralty employed persons who 
were the occasion of the accident he had 
mentioned, the blame would betbng to 
themselves alone; and it would be an ad- 
rounition to the board, not thus to direct 
their proceedings, but to take care that 
they ahould be guided by men of science. 

Viscount MeivUk observed^ if the noble 
earl meant to say that the accident which 
occurred was to be ascribed to the con- 
dnet of tbe board, that noble eat I waa 
under a complete mistake. Tbe experi¬ 
ment was conducted by the person who 
was appointed (not by the board) to 
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see the invention carried into effect. Tlie 
obserration be still made was, that the 
Admiralty would carefully attend to any 
invention or discovery which purported to 
be advantageous to the state, or the com¬ 
munity. 

EaH Stanhope was persuaded that, on 
other occasions, the Admiralty proceeded 
to examine inventions, when it more be* 
came them first to enquire, from men of 
science, whether such proposed inventions 
were deserving of their attention. 

The Petition was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

» Slave Traoe."] A number of Petitions 
against the renewal of the Slave Trade, 
from different parts of the country, were 
presented by the dukes of Gloucester and l 
Korfolk, earls Stanhope. Grey, and Lau- | 
derdale, and lord Holland, which were. 
read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

The Marquis of Lumdoume then rose, 
«!• the purpose of giving notice of a mo- 
jtion relative to the subject of the Petitions 
which had been laid upon the table, tie 
inteinied to-morrow, on which day the 
House was summoned, to move an Address 
to his Royal Highness, praying he would 
endeavour to accelerate the abolition of 
the Slave Trade, upon the principle which 
bad been recommended in the last session 
of parliament. He should, however, take 
care, in framing this Address, to avoid 
every thing which might be supposed td 
aillodq to, or censure what was past; and 
its object would wholly be directed to 
future negociation, and for the pin pose of 
etrengthening the hands ol his Majesty’s 
government, in tlteir endeavours to induce 
other countries to co-operate with them in 
the complete abolition of this traffic. He 
was led to believe there would be no ob¬ 
jection to the motion he intended, and, 
therefore, he would submit it tu the 
consideiation of the House to-morrow; 
but, if from any quarter he should be in- I 
dined to believe there would be opposi¬ 
tion, he should then consider of the expe¬ 
diency of postponing bis motion to a fa- 
lure day, 

Pantheon Theatre Bill.] The Duke 
of Nor/olk moved the second read ingot' the 
Pantheon Theatre Bill. He stated ibat 
this was a large and coiuniodiout building, 
and that the proprietor had been at consi¬ 
derable expence in' fiiUttg it u|) for, a 
theatre. He did not state this as a reason 
by itself sufficient to call upon their lord* 

(voL,xxvm.) 
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ships to egirae fp 'ffiis IMIl: but it w«a a ' 
circumstance to be contiderpd in additida 
to the great ofc^et of pubKc convenience. 
The performance of the regular drama 
was confined to two houses, notwithstand¬ 
ing the great Increase oif the population.”' 
It was matter of public importance, 
therefore, that there should be anotbec 
house for the representation of the regular 
drama, and on that ground be wished the . 
Bill to stand. Any minor objection might 
be obviated in the committee. 

The Lord Chancellor did not think that 
the noble duke had stated sufficient grounds' 
for the second reading of the Bill. Inde¬ 
pendent of other considerations, it was not 
even stated that the crown bad refused a 
patent. 

I,ord Holland understood the case to be, 
that the proprietor had obtained a licence 
from the Lord Chamberlain, which licence, 
for what reason he did not know, had been 
withdrawn. He had then applied to the 
crown lor a patent which had been either 
refused or with-held. Parliament bad 
itUeiferCd on a former occasion for the 
purpose of restriction, and bad enacted, 
that all pieces performed must be li¬ 
censed by the Lord Chamberlain. Tbit 
Act had been so construed as to un- " 
able the Lord Chamberlain to licence 
the performance of regular plays at other 
places than the regular theatres. He did 
not know, however, that this constructioo 
was warranted by any solemn decision on 
the subject—and be was very doubtful M 
to the wisdom of the Act; but certainly 
no sufficient ground had been laid for thia 
sort of parliamentary interference. It bad 
been derided, he believed, that the mono- 
^poly granted by Charles'2, did not bind his 
successors; and, unless, under very special 
I circumstances indeed, this was a matter to 
be left to the crown. No doubt their 
lordships might and would, on a propec 
! case made out, advise the crown, in the 
> exercise of bis prerogative; but this dbl 
I not appear to be a case that called even 
for that Interference. He had no insbtoC-;. 
tions nr explanation from those coneertted . 
in Dt'ury-Iane theatre, as to their views on 
this subject. But it ought to be. remem¬ 
bered that the period whichs *n the ppU 
; nion of the laudatoree tenipime acri, formed 
the Augustan age of theatrical representa¬ 
tion,—-he meant the period when Carricll, 
was manager*—wasfxaclly the time wbeil 
the monopoly was most rigidly enfbrced. 
He bad .heard much said about, nothorotis 
and small tbeatrea, where the powen of 
(2E) 
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the ectort cooid be distioctly seen by ^11, 
itottead of a few large theatreSi where eveft 
the voice coaid not be beard tbrougbont. 
This was very commonly tbe talk of geft- 
tlemenwho sat after dinner and did not go 
to the tlioatre; but those who did go very 
nocb, preferred tbe large theatres; and of 
this, if tbe occasion offered, he could pro« 
dace very substantial proof. But the fact 
was, that during,the last 20 years, theie 
bad arisen more theatres of all descrip* 
tions, than in due proportion to the in¬ 
crease of tbe population—^ome of them 
though not authorised to perform regular 
dramas, yet pushing their licence certain¬ 
ly to its utmost possible extent. lie must 
therefore vote against tbe Bill. 

Tbe Duke of Norfolk said, that there 
were several theatres for the exhibition of 
pantomimes and horsemanship : but what 
was wanted was another place for the ex¬ 
hibition of tbe regular drama; and he 
trusted that under these circumstances their 
lordships would i iffer tbe Bill to go into 
a committee. 

Tbe House then divided on tbe question, 
that tbe Bill be read a second time. Con¬ 
tents, *9—Not Contents, ll.—-Majority 
against the Bill, 2. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednetday, June 20- 

Office of Works’ Biu..] The Chan- 
^Uor rf tlu Exchequer, in bringing this sub¬ 
ject under tbe cognisance of the House, 
was of opinion, that there existed no ne¬ 
cessity why the surveyor-general of the 
Works should be a professional architect, 
as he might have two or more architects 
tinder him to assist him with their advice. 
By such arrangement many oiHcers, who 
were now employed to superintend parti¬ 
cular buildings, would be dispensed with,* 
and a considerable saving would accrue to 
the public, lie concluded by moving for 
leave to bring in a Bill “ for the better re¬ 
gulation of the conduct of the business of 
Uie ofhee of Worka, and the expendi¬ 
ture thereof.” 

Mr. Banket said, that the commissioners 
of mililary enquiry had recomipended a 
measure to be brought forward on this 
subject, and the principle of his right hon. 
friend’a Bill met with his approbation. 
The exp^dilure at present was immode¬ 
rately great, and threw a heavy burthen 
on the civil list, w'hich the House bad np 
power to controul by previous estimates. 
fh« hon. gentie^ian proposed to give, as 


esrampies of tbe truth of bis observation, 
the Receptacle for Lunatic Criminals, and 
the New Mint, where expenccs bad been 
incurred that bad not been in the contem- 
iation of parliament, and the same would 
ave taken place with respect to the 
Custom-house, had he not incidentally 
noticed it. The hon. gentleman then al¬ 
luded to the bridge and tbe temporary 
buildings erecting in the parks; and en¬ 
quired if the expence had been noticed in 
the quarterly estimates of the lords of the 
Treasury, or if the buildings had been 
erected by the order of any board. 

The Chancellor qf the Exchequer said, be 
should feel extremely thankful either to 
the hon. gentleman, whose experience 
was so extensive, or to any other hon. 
gentleman, who might assist him in pro¬ 
moting the measure which he now pro¬ 
posed to introduce. With respect to the 
temporary buildings which were now 
erecting in the parks, he bad only'to say, 
that no specific estimate oi their probable 
expence had been prepared; but before 
they were commenced, a general applica¬ 
tion had been made to the Treasuiy, to 
know what directions it was intented to 
give for the reception of the two sove¬ 
reigns, or indeed the three sovereigns; as 
it was then understood that the emperor 
of Austria would have accompanied the 
emperor of Russia and king of Prussia, 
who were about to honour this country 
with their presence. Tbe Treasury then 
gave directions that measures should be 
taken for the reception of these august 
personages, commensurate with the dig¬ 
nity and magnificence of this great nation. 
The buildings alluded to were in conse¬ 
quence commenced, but it was soon found 
they could not be finished within the time 
which those illustrious visitors proposed to 
stop; upon those general directions, how¬ 
ever, the proceedings, which had been 
since carried on, were grounded. 

Hr. Tierney wished to know whether it 
was understood that the Treasury bad 
iven its consent to an indefinite expen- 
ilure about these temporary buildings 
and fire-works, without having an estimate 
previously laid before them. He must 
enter his protest against classing those 
expences under the head of royal magnifi¬ 
cence, which it was necessary to display 
on the present occasion. He saw nothing 
like royal magnificence in fitting up a 
parcel of trumpery booths, and. letting off 
fire-works. Whatever attempts there 
might be in any qaactw to imitefe the 
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French ib these respects, be believed that 
w« should not be able to rival them in 
those exhibitions, and that all vre could 
do in this way would not haVe astonished 
our illustrious visitors. As those visitors 
had, however, now left the country, it was 
evident that those costly preparations had 
failed in the object for which they were 
intended, and therefore it would be right 
now to limit the future expenditure on 
this account, as far as was possible. It 
appeared, however, as if the expenditure 
hid increased in proportion as our illus¬ 
trious visitors were approaching Dover, on 
their departure from this country. We 
now heard that there was to be a naval 
fight on the Serpentine river, and that 
boats for this purpose were actually build¬ 
ing at Woolwich. Now, whatever taste 
Englishmen might have about fireworks, 
yet he was pictty sure (hat John Bull 
would never lelish the representation oi 
a sea fight on the Serpentine river, by ' 
boats that were to pa^s for two and 
tiiiee deckers! As to the expence, he had 
made some enquiries from an hon. mem- ’ 
ber (colonel (.longreve), and the informa¬ 
tion that he had received was, that the 
expence of the fire-works would be about 
1 'i,OOOf. He considered, that besides the 
e)cpence, there would be some danger in 
fire-works of such magnitude; and, as a j 
few unfortunate persons had already been 
blown up in preparing those firewoiks, he 
wished to know whether any provision for 
their families would be among the esti¬ 
mates of the expence of them. He thought 
that a good deal of firmness was necessary 
in the lords of the Treasury, to resist un¬ 
necessary expenditure, from whatever 

a uarter it might be suggested; and that 
ley should not allow such waste of the 
public money to go on, to please the fancy 
of any person whatever. Those temporary 
buildings and bridges must have struck 
their eyes in going to, and returning from, 
their difterent offices. It must be recol¬ 
lected that, notwithstanding the difficulties 
of the times, the expences of the civil list 
were greatly increased, and were con¬ 
stantly increasing. Althongh a large sum 
had been applied from the droits of the. 
Admiralty, yet there would be a defi¬ 
ciency in this year of ll8,000f. which 
would be to be provided for. He *p- 

E roved generally of the principle of the 
'ill ndw proposed, as he hoped that it 
iWoold serve as an efiectoal check to all 
those embryo palaces, and villas that, as 
u understood, were abhut to suwt up. 


Ivirtad, 1814. 

Mtr. p4 Moofe wished to ask a questinn 
which he corfsidered to be connected with 
this subject. When the Bill for making 
a new s'reet from Carlton-house to the 
Regency Park was brought in, be sug¬ 
gested the expediency of rewarding the 
architect who was employed to superin¬ 
tend the polling down of bouses in tbe 
execution of the plan, by-a fixed salary, 
in preference to a commission of 5 per 
cent, on the value of the houses which he 
might pull down. He wished to know 
whether his suggestion had been adopted ? 

The Chancellw of the Exchcqtitr answered 
that a commission had been allowed to tbe 
architect, and upon investigation it would 
be found that his remuneration hitherto 
had been extremely moderate. If de¬ 
sired, he should be^ happy to give the 
House any information which might be 
required upon this subject. With respect 
tu the observations of a right hon. gen- 
.clemati, he was happy to state, that the 
'IVeasury had anticipated his wishes, and 
had directed that the preparations which 
were going on should be contracted as 
much as possilile—and in particular, he 
feared the public would not be gratified 
with the magnificent sea-fight on the Ser¬ 
pentine river, to which the right lion, gen¬ 
tleman had alluded. 

Mr. liurin^ condemned the custom 
which had been followed in the cases of 
the Custom-house and Post-office, of en- 
toring upon expensive undertaking's, with¬ 
out previously laying estimates before par¬ 
liament. Without respect to the removal 
of the Post-office from Lombard-street, 
remonstrances on the sqbjecc had again 
and again been made to government, by 
the principal merchants of tbe city of 
London. It had teniained for ages in 
Lombard-street, the most central part of 
the city, and it was now proposed to re¬ 
move It more than three quarters of a mile 
from the re.sidence of all the principal 
merchants. It was said that Lombard- 
street was too narrow, but it was now to 
be widened; and yet this was precisely 
the time chosen for removing the PoM- 
office from it. The inhabitants of tbe 
western parts of the metropolis had com¬ 
paratively no interest in the removal, foe 
the inland mails arrived so early that the 
lelicrs were delivered to individuals at as 
convenient an hour as could be wished 
for; but the foreign mails came in at all 
hours, and it was of the greatest import¬ 
ance to foreign merchants, who were 

I obliged to be perpetually sending to tbe 
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V<Mtt>o|&cs. to b»ve Iheir foreign letters 
With too possible delay. He believed 
the country waa put to the whole of this 
Ottpence merely with the view of allowing 
jHMfiO of the clerks of tlte t*o8t>olBce to get 
•oonrr to their country-houses. 

Mr. Aose said that the inconvenience 
that would result to merchants on account 
of their foreign correspondence, had been 
taken into consideration; and he under¬ 
stood that there was an arrangement now 
made by which their foreign letters would 
be received at the office as Tate as formerly, 
and the delivery accelerated. He be¬ 
lieved thad there was no room to be got 
in the neighbourhood of the Post-office, 
in Lombard street, sufficient to give the 
accommodation which was required. Be- 
aides, the tenures of the premises in that 
neighbourhood, and of the Post-office it- 
aeli^ were so unsatisfactory, that it would 
not be advisable to lay out much money 
tm those premises. Part of them were free 
bold, partfeasebold, and part copyhold, and 
tbererore they were not eligible premises 
to expend a large sum of money upon. 

Mr, Taylor conceived that a great deal 
of mischief had resolted from an arrange- 
ttent which was introduced with an eco¬ 
nomical motive, and which bad changed 
' the whole nature of the board of woiks. 
lie approved of the present Bill, as it went 
to place the control in a board, instead of 
leaving it to any one individual. 

Mr. Sumner could not avoid complaining 
nf the inequality by which the metropolis 
And adjoining counties were, in fact, put 
to the expence of those great public build¬ 
ings, It was from the tax on coals or 
cniih paid by them, that this fond, called 
the Orphan’s Fund, was created, out of 
which those large sums were taken. As 
to the difficulty of procuring ground in the 
lieigbbourhood of Lombard-street, it was« 
A thing he could not comprehend. If, by 
An act of parliament, we would compel 
the proprietors in the neighbourhood of 
AUlersgate-street to sell their properties 
for the purpose oi building a new post- 
office, he could not see why an act of par¬ 
liament could not also oblige the people 
Su the neighbourhood of Lombard-street 
to sell their properties. 

Mr. Ifynn :.lluded to the temporary 
buildings in I’ue Park, and observed 
that be understood some of them were 
made fbr the express purpose of being 
blown up. Sutb kind of buildings might 
indeed be called temporary, m the strictest 
iiepse of the Word! 


Leave was then given to bring in the 
Bill. 

Loan CocnaANe.! The Speaktr in¬ 
formed the House, that he bad received a 
letter from lord Cochrune, stating that he 
should not be prepared to make his de¬ 
fence bpfore that House so soon as Friday, 
and expressing a wish that the order tor 
his atundance should be postponed to 
Tuesday next. 

Lord Casilereagh would have wished to 
have seen in his place the bon. gentleman 
who made the motion (Mi. Broadhead) 
but as he felt confident that he would not 
lesist the wish of the noble lord who was 
so much interested in the motion, he 
should, in bis absence, take the libeity of 
moving that the motion be accordingly 
postponed. 

The Speaker observed, that he had de¬ 
layed reading the letter till now, in the 
hope that he might have seen tile hon. 
member in his place. 

The order was then postponed till Tues¬ 
day next. 

Papers iielating to the Debts and 
SSPA tlATb InioMI oi IMt. PhINCESS OF 
Wales. I Loid Coslfcreag/i presented lo the 
House, by command of the Prince Kcg< nt. 
Papers respecting the arrangenienu be- 
tw'ern bisKoyal Highiie^s and thePiincesa 
of Wales, upon their separation, and the 
p.iynient of her Royal Highness’s debts. 
Tbe noble lord then gave notice, that he 
should, on Monday next, move that these 
Papers be referred to a committee of the 
whole House, in which it was his intention 
to move for an augmentation of her Royal 
Hiehness’s income. 

Mr. Tierney wished to know if the 
Papers now on the table had been com¬ 
municated to her Royal Highness ? 

lifird Castlereagh answered, that orders 
had been given to make such communica¬ 
tion to her Royal lliglniess. 

Mr. Whitbread asked if the noble lord 
knew that tbe communication bad actually 
been made. 

Lord Castlereagh stated, that her Royal 
Highness would receive it in the couise of 
tbe present day. 

Mr. Whitbread then obseived, that lie 
waa to understand that tbe Princess of 
Wales bad received no previous communi¬ 
cation that the Papers were to be laid on 
the table of the House that day. He af- 
terwaidi. begged to put one question on the 
sulyect of these Baperi: whether Among 
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them was incladed the deed of separatron 
nieniioned by the noble lord on a formet 
night, as having been signed by the Prince 
and Princess of Wales, and sanctioned by 
the addition of the name of bis Majesty ? 

Lord Ctutkra^^h replied, that, in the late 
discossion upon this subject, he bad not re 
ferted to any ioimal deed of separation, 
but to the arrangement of a separate pro* 
vision for the Princess of Wales on teav* 
ing Carlton House, which had been 
signed by the parties, and approved by 
the King. 

Mr. Whitbread enquired whether that 
instrument was among the documents jusr | 
presented ? He had understood the noble 
lord, on a foinicr night,to say, that it was 
an actual formal deed of separation, and 
not nieieiy a deed of provision. Every 
jinper, whcthei deed, bond, or writing, on 
the subject, ought to be laid before the 
House, and he hoped that they were now 
all upon the table. 

Ijord Cttitkreagh answered in the af¬ 
firmative. 

The following are Copies of the said 
Papers 

PAPERS respecting the Payment of the 
Debts of the Princess of Wales, 
and the separate Income which his 
Royal Highness, with the sanction 
of fa IS Majesty, settled upon her 
Royal Highness, June 1809. 

I. Proposal signed W the Prince, and 
accepted by the Pi inceas signing her 
name to it, and countersigned by the 
Prince’s Chancellor. 

It having been represented to the duke 
of Portland and Mr. Perceval, by Messrs. 
Blagrave and Walter, solicitors, employed 
by the creditors of her^ioyal highness the 
Princess of Wales, and through his Crace 
and Mr Perceval, to bis royal highness the 
Princeof Wales, that the debts of her Royal 
Highness amounted to the sum ofil.OOOf.; 
the Prince most graciously pioposed, and 
now proposes, to take upon himself the 
arrangement of the debts of her Royal 
Highness to that amount, although under 
no legal obligation to pay those debts. 
His Royal Highness was also graciously 
pleased to propose, and now proposes, to 
increase the income of the Piincess of 
Wales to the sunl of 17,000/. net, by add¬ 
ing the sum of 5,000/. to the sum of 12,000/. 
(to which sum will be added her Royal 
Highness’s pin money 5,000/. a year, re¬ 
ceived by her Royal Highness at the Er- j 
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chequer;) and bis Royal Hig^nfatul ibri 
ther proposes, that the income of lijOOOf, 
shall commence from the 5th day of July 
next. 

This gracious Prupoail was made con¬ 
ditionally , and bis Royal Highness most 
reasonably, amongst other conditions, in¬ 
timated, that he and bis revenue must, 
by act of parliament, ur ^ an order of his 
Majesty in countil, be effectually indem¬ 
nified against all debts wfaitb shall in fu¬ 
ture be contracted by her Royal Highness, 
and which shall not be discharged out of 
her own income. But it being thought 
advisable not to apply to parliament at 
present fur such indemnity, and that the 
purpose could not be effeituated by an 
order in cnuntil, it was suggtsted that if 
any claim should be made against the 
Prince or his revenue, for any debt nf the 
Princess’s (the treasurei of the Prince 
being regular in making payment to the 
I Princess’s officer of the income of 17,000/. 
by equal quarterly payments) fbr the pui- 
I pose of fixing the Piinre or his revenue 
with such debts; that application should 
be immediately made to parli imtnt there¬ 
upon, for an act to secure the IVince 
and hia revenue for the future against ail 
debts of her Royal Highness; the 17,000/. 
per annum continuing to be regularly 
paid. 

In the course of this transaction, it was 
discovered by Mr. Perceval, and com¬ 
municated by him m a letter to Mr. 
Adam, that the Princess’s debts would ex¬ 
ceed the sum of 41,000/, by about 8,000/; 
for which excess, Mr Perceval stated, 
that he could not then accurately or dis¬ 
tinctly account, but that it bad not been, 
by any means, all incurred during the dis* 
cnssion; on the contiaiy, that he con¬ 
ceived It to arise piincipally from the in¬ 
troduction of the demands of other cre- 
ditois, probably on the piivatc-purse ac¬ 
count, who had not given m then debts 
before to Meissrs. Blagrave and Walter. 
As, however, it would be coiitiary to the 
good faith of the proposed arrangement, 
to throw this excess upon his Royal High¬ 
ness, it occurred to the Lord Chancellor 
and Mr. Perceval, that it would be ad¬ 
visable tc submit to his Majesty, on tbe 
part of Ins Majesty’s servants, that his 
Majesty should be graciously pleased to 
make a g ant from hisdioits, which might 

discharge i( 

Mr. Adam, having laid this matter and 
Mr Perceval’s letter before the Punce, re¬ 
ceived his Royal Higbaess’s commaods te 
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«ate tQ 'tiw Lord Chancotlor mdl Mr. 
Perceval^ thitihe main and principal mo. 
tire which bad aniibmtly directed his 
^yal Highne&s’s determination, and 
w)ric!h he had never for a moment lost 
iright of in this transaction, had been, to 
prevent (tn these times of great «nd ne¬ 
cessary public etpenditure) any debt of 
his, or any other for which he might be 
considered liable, becoming directly or 
circuitously a charge upon the public.— 
That be bad likewise been influenced by 
thp desire of seeing justice done to the 
creditors of the Princess; although his 
Royal Highness is under no legal obliga¬ 
tion whatever to pay those debts; and by 
the object of obtaining an indemnity 
egainst future excesses, debts, aoddeoiands, 
of her Boyal Highness. On these grounds, 
his Royal Highness gave it to be under¬ 
stood to the Lord Chancellor and Mr. 
Perceval, that he did spontaneously take 
upon himself the payment of the sum 
auted in Mr. Perceval’s letter to Mr. 
Adam of the 30lh of May, in addition to 
the sum of 41,000/., formerly undertaken 
to be liquidated by his Royal Highness. 
AfteV this communication, Mr. Perceval 
considered it to be necessary to ascertain, 
with as much accuracy as possible, the 
precise sum by which the debts exceeded 
the sum of 41,000/., and not to leai^e it 
under the unceitain statement of about 
8,000/. . And Mr. Perceval having exa¬ 
mined the same, found that the excess 
above 41,000/. amounted to 10,056/. 
This state of the debt Mr. Perceval again 
comniuiiicated to Mr. Adam, anxiously 
wishing to know from Mr. Adam, what 
Was to be done respecting the additional 
S,000/., over and a^ve the 41,000/. and 
the 8.000/. 

Upon this matter bring submitted by- 
Mr. Adam to the Pnnee, bis Royal High, 
ness commanded him to signify to Mr. 
Perceval, that his Royal Highness could 
proceed no further; and that he considered 
It to be the duty of those who advised the 
Princess, to represent to her Royal High¬ 
ness, that, considering the manner in 
which he had acted, both in respect of 
payment of debts and increase of income, 
that this additional demand should be dis. 
charged by her Royal HighneM, and 
abould neither fall upon the Prince nor 
the public; but be met by that restricted 
mode of expenditure on the part of her 
Royal Higtoess, to which, in common 
with himself* and other branches of the 
royal family, her Royal Highnen ought to 
conform. 
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Under ell these cirOumstances, and with 
a view to secure regularity in the expen¬ 
diture of the Princess, and that all the 
demands upon her own income may be 
administered in such manner as is neces¬ 
sary to answer the intended objects, it is 
proposed, that the Princess shall, by a 
writing under her hand, appoint an officer 
of her own to receive the income now pro¬ 
posed to be fixed upon her Royal Highness 
by the Prince of Wales, (lom the trea- ^ 
surer of his Royal Highness; and that the 
Pnncess’b officer shall receive instructions 
by that appointment, to settle the counc 
of payments in like manner, and ui like 
time, as the payments on behalf of bis 
Royal Highness arc direi ICd to be settled 
by an Act of the 35th ycai ot Lis Majes¬ 
ty’s reign; and that the s.iriie office) 
shall be directed to appropriate a sum of 
money, by quarterly payments, to tli'.- 
cliarge the debt which is due, over and 
above those sums of 1 * 1 , 01 ) 0 /. and H,000/. 
which his Royal Iligliiiess has undeitakcn 
to discharge. 

Upon tilts proposal of the Prince of 
Wales, and wilfi a view to secure in the 
mean t.ine, and in the fullest manner pos¬ 
sible, to his Royal Highness, the indemnity 
so reasonably requited on the pait of his 
Royal Highness, and with a view to ac- 
cede to the other conditions, it is pioposed, 
if his Majesty, as the father of ins ti- 
miiy, shall graciously so please, that liie 
Prince should be fuinisbed with authentic 
documents to prove that, in the faith of 
the transaction, it was thoroughly under¬ 
stood, and that his Majesty was graciously 
pleased so to understand it, and to think 
it reasonable that it should be so fully 
nndeistood ; that it would be coiitraiy t6 
what the Pnnee so reasonably and justly 
made an indispensable condition, and con¬ 
trary to the absolute and essential faith of 
the transaction, that the Princess, having 
her debts, to the amount undertaken by 
the Prince, paid by his Royal Highness, 
and receiving the 17,000/.* per annum, 
should exceed her income; and that, 
therefore, in the case before stated, im¬ 
mediate application should be tnade to 
parliament for such act as is before men¬ 
tioned, it being always understood that 
this was a final arrangemertt, if carried 
into efihet, as to the income which his 
royal highness the Prince of Wales is to 
allow to her royal highness the Princess 
of Wales: and it was further agreed and 
understood, riiat this document should be 
eigned by the Prince, as making thn pro* 



posal, and by the Princaas, as signifying 
her Royal Higbnesa’s assent and concur¬ 
rence to all the parts of it; and that the 
Lord Chancellor and the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, who have been honoured with 
the knowledge of what has passed upon 
this subject aud such other of his Majes¬ 
ty’s confidential servants as his Majesty 
shall please to point out, and the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Prince of Wales, shall put 
their names to the same. 

(Signhd) Georgs, R» 
William Adam., Caroline, P . 

II. Paper to which his Majesty’s name is 
signed, as approving the transaction, 
and the Princess's, as testifying her 
consent to the Act of Parliament, 
and countersigned by the Ixtrd Chan¬ 
cellor, the President of the Council, 
the first lord of the Treasury, and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

His Majesty having been made ac¬ 
quainted with the foregoing proposal, for 
the purpose of learning bu Majesty’s 
pleasure how far his Majesty might deem 
it fit, as the father of his family, to do any 
such act on his part as the proposal has 
reference to, thinks it proper by this 
writing, signed by his Majesty, and with 
his Majesty’s approbation, to be placed 
in the bands of the Prince of Wales, to 
signify, that his Majesty thinks it reasona¬ 
ble that it should be fully understood, 
and that his Majesty does so understand it, 
that it would be contrary to what the 
Prince reasonably and justly made an in¬ 
dispensable condition, and contrary to the 
absolute and essential faith of the trans¬ 
action, thsA the Prince (regular payment 
of the 17,000/. per annum being continued} 
should remain liable in any way for the 
fulore, to the debts of the Princess of 
Wales; his Royal Highness having libe¬ 
rally undertaken, when thus secured by 
his Majesty being graciously pleased to 
sign this writing, and by the signature of 
the Princess of Wales, and the confiden¬ 
tial servants of his Majesty, in manner 
proposed, to settle the debts of the Prin¬ 
cess of Wales, to the amount of the snms 
of 41,000/. and 8,000/., making in all 
49,000/., and to increase her Royal High¬ 
ness’s income to the net sum of 17,000 /.; 
it being full)' understood, that if her 
Royal Highness should exceed thatinceme, 
and any demand in consequence thereof 
should be made on the Prince or bis re- 

discharged by 
the Princeit). whea made ktiowa to her 
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Royal HightteM (the income of i7,ooo/. 
being regularly pwd by the Prince’s trea¬ 
surer in equal quarterly payments of 
4,250/,) in that case, and in conseiiuenco 
thereol, application shall be immediately 
made to pailianlent, praying that an act 
may bOk passed, indemnifying the Prince 
of Wales fur the future from being liable 
to the debts of the Princess of Wales, the 
Prince continuing the income of Ii7,000/. 
in the manner specified above. 

Eldon, (Signed) George. Jt. 

Camiien, Caroline, P , 

Portland. 

Sp. Perceval. 

III. Warrant, appointing an officer to 
receive and appropriate her Royal 
Highness's increased income. 

Caroline, Princess of Wales, and so forth: 
To all to whom these presents shall come 
greeting. Whereas, under an arrangement 
sanctioned by his Majesty’s approbation, 
his royal highness the Prince of Wales 
has nndertaken to discharge certain debts, 
by us contracted, to the amount ol 41,000/. 
and 8,000/. making in all the sum of 
49,000/.; and has further undertaken, that 
the allowance of J 2,')00/. yearly, hereto¬ 
fore to us made by his said Royal High¬ 
ness for our household expenditure, should 
be increased to the sum of 17,000/. yeaily, 
to take place from the 5th day of July next 
ensuing, and to be issued from his Royal 
Highness’s treasury, to such person ai 
shall be by us appointed for that purpose, 
being the officer entrusted with the super¬ 
intendence and management of the con¬ 
cerns of our household, in even and equal 
portions or payments of 4,250/. in each 
quarter of the year, clear of any deduc¬ 
tion or abatement whatsoever: jNow, we, 
reposing especial trust and confidence in 
the care and fidelity of Anthony St. Ledger, 
esq. our vice chamberlain, do by these 
presents nominate, constitute,and ap[>oint, 
the said Anthony St. Ledger to be our 
treasurer and receiver-general, with full 
power and authority to receive fur our 
use the before-mentioned allowance of 
17,000/. yearly, and to give acquittances 
for the same to tbu Prince’s treasttrar, and 
to apply the monies so from thne to time 
to be received, to the payment and dis¬ 
charge of ail our bousenotd accounts; and 
in order to prevent 1.be' accumulation of 
debts in future, we do hereby enjoin and 
command the said Anthony St. Ledger^ 
in the adjusting and sealing of our Eiid 
accounts, to obserue and follow, so far as 
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nade to aasimilate. 4h« 
MiMOBttne if proceedii^ as is prescribed 
Ibr BCgOiating toe mode of expenditure of 
IIm Mveaues of the Prince of Wales, by 
tbb Aet of the 35ib of hts Majesty’s reign, 
IWituled All Act tor enabling bis Ma» 
j«ty to settle an aoiintty on his royal high* 
jPMbaa the Piince of Wales, during the 
inint lives of bis Majesty and of bis said 
^yai Highness, tor making provision out 
of h» revenues for the payment of any 
debts that may be due from his Royal 
Highness, for preventing the acrumulation 
of debts In future, and tor regnlating the 
mode of expenditure of the said revenues 
And whereas the before-^nentioned sums 
of iltOOOf. and 6,000/., at which the debts 
us contracted have been staled, are 
found, upon further investigation, to be 
•bort of the actual amount of such debts, 
by the sum of 3,3061. or thereabouts, oc¬ 
casioned 10 well by certain omissions in 
the statements delivered in, on our behalf, 
as from arrears a ising on the current ex¬ 
penditure pending the negociations which 
preceded the present arramgement: our 
will ttpd pleasure therefore is that the said 
Anthony St. Ledger, out of the said yearly 
altowanoe of 17,000L do set apart, in each 
quarter of the year, the sum of 125/. mak¬ 
ing 500/. yearly, and do apply the same 
to the liquidation of the said additional 
debt of 3,306/. or whatever may be the 
amount thereof, together with any farther 
debt that shall appear by us contracted 
at the termination of the now current 
quarter, to end on the 5th day of July 
next; and that the said Anthony St. 

* Ledger do continue so to set apart and ap¬ 
ply the said quarterly sum of 125/. until the 
whole of the said additional debt, and any 
further debt that may be by us contracted 
in the present current quarter, shall be^' 
wholly liquidated and discharged.' Given* 
at Kensington Palace, the 18th day of June, 
in the year of our Lord 1809. 

By ner Royal Highness’s command. 

IV. WAEBaHT^ authorising tiie payment 
of the increased Income. 

Oeosoe P. 

^ Whereas under an arrangemmit, sane* 
^Oed by the approbatimi of our royal 
fafocr ibe King, we have undertaken the 
payment of certain debts contracted by ^r 
royal li^nest the Pnneess of Wales, to the i 
amoant af 41,000/. and 8 , 000 /., together j 
asalcing the mm of 49,000/. i and we have 
forther nndeataken, that the sum of 
lUfiiOfU, yearl/« « Imratofore by d- 
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lowed for he‘r Royal Highness’s household 
expenditure, should be increased to the 
sum of 17 , 000 /. yearly, to take place from 
the 5th day of July next ensuing, and to 
be clear of any deduction or abatement 
whatsoever: our will and pleasure there¬ 
fore IS, that you do pay, or cause to be 
paid, onto such person as shall be ap¬ 
pointed by her Royal Highness fur that 
purpose, being the'officer entrusted with 
the superintendence and management of 
the concerns of her Royal flighness’a 
household, the before mentioned sum of 
17,000/. yearly, by four quarterly pay¬ 
ments of 4,250/. in each quaiter ot the 
year, immediately as the money leceiv- 
able for our use at his Majesty’s Exchequer, 
shall come into your hands; such pay¬ 
ment to be made without any abatement 
or deduction whatsoever, and the first 
quarterly payment to be issued in the 
month of October next ensuing: and for 
so doing, this, together with doe ac¬ 
quittances for the same, shall be to you 
a sufficient warrant. Given at Carlton 
House, this 2(Hb day of June, 1809.—By 
his Royal Highness’s command, 

(Signed) J. M'Mahon, 

Privy Seal andiSecietary- 
To our right trusty and well-be¬ 
loved general, Samuel llulse, 
our Treasuser and Receiver- 
General, and to our Treasurer 
and Receiver-General tor the 
time being. 

Address om the Treaty op Peace 
WITH France.} Mr. Banng wished to 
ask the noble lord one question, before the 
discussion of the Treaty was entered into. 
He wished to be informed, what arrange¬ 
ment had been made between this country 
and Holland, with respect to the posses¬ 
sion of the Dutch colonies, and particular¬ 
ly as to the Cape of Good Hope and 
Ceylon. 

Lord CmUreagh replied, that as (o Cey- 
lorn it was already an imegral part of our 
empire, having been ceded to us by a 
former treaty. As to the other colonies, 
tbwe yet remained a negodation between 
^ two crowns. It was evident that the 
policy of the arrangement to be made 
with Hoiland, as to the colonies taken 
from her during the war, depended, in a 
great measure, on the security of the peace 
to be conclude with France. He did not 
apprehend any diffionlty in an arrange¬ 
ment beiwoen two powers who seam M 
idemified in wtorwM and feoluigi. 
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Mr. Baring wished to confine his qoes* 
tion to the Cape of Good Hope. 

Lord Ikistlermgh flattered himself, that 
colony would also form a part of our eni* 
pire; but the sacrifices made by Holland 
niiphi be mitigated by other arrange, 
ments. 

The order of the day be.ing read, for 
taking into cunsitlcraiion the Treaty of 
JVat-e and amity between his Britannic 
Majesty and his most Christian Majesty, 
signed at Paris, the 30ih ol May, IS 14, 

Lord LascelUs lose to move an Address 
to the Pi Mice Regent thereon. He said, 
he should have thought it necessary to 
make some apology to ihe House for rising 
to address them on a subject of such mag¬ 
nitude. if lie had not felt it to be his duty, 
and that of the representatives of the na¬ 
tion, to express their congratulations at the 
peace which was now happily concluded. 
He felt this a most satisfactory duty to 
discharge, and he expected that the House 
would cordi.'illy agiee wiih him in appro¬ 
bation of the Definitive Tieaty. He had 
reasuii to believe that it had given univer¬ 
sal satislaction tronj the general demon¬ 
strations of joy with which it had been 
received in every part of this kingiiom. 
Ill order that the House might see bow iar 
this peace had realised all the objects for 
whicii the war was originally uiideriaktii, 
he should begin by reading an extract ul 
Ills Majesty’s Message to parliament, on 
the Mill ol February, 17US. The noble 
lord then read an extract, in w'hich his 
Majes'jr expressed a reliance on the “ film 
and efiectual support of the House of Cum- 
moiis III prosecuting a just and necessary 
war; and in endeavouring, nnder the 
blessing of Providence, to oppose an ef¬ 
fectual barrit r to the further progress ot a 
system which strikes at the security and 
peace of independent nations, and is pur¬ 
sued in open defiance of every principle of 
moderation, good faith, humanity and jus¬ 
tice.” During the progress ot the long 
war that begun under such circumstances, 
that system of aggression on the part of 
France, which struck at the independence 
ot all other nations, never once changed 
ite character or varied iis fetitures: it con¬ 
tinued to increase its system, until at 
length It had oveicoine th** greater part of 
the powers of Europe Every thing that 
bad been recovered ior Europe, was re- | 
covered principally by the exertions of 
this country ; which had not only set a I 
nuhle example, but afibrded the most ef- 
tectua! assis'ance to ofbei'iiAUons. He 
(VOL.X5CVlir.) 


thougUt it was but justice this oemMef, 
and to those, who in the commencemeiHiitil 
the war, saw the real natore of it, te stuf 
that it was by the peneveranre of thw 
country in those principlU which were at 
first laid down, that inoee objects which 
itie had in view from the beginning were 
now obtained. Independent of the great 
physical force which France was able 
to oppose to 08 , we bad suceessfolly 
resisted the attacks that had been di* 
rccted against this country in its financial 
and commercial system. This socceta 
was mainly owing to the perseverance of 
this country, under the burthens of heavyt 
taxation, scarcity of the necessaries of life, 
and want of employment for the labouring 
classes. He believed that no other people 
on earth would have exhibited so much 
perseverance, firmness, and patience under 
such trying circumstances. It was the 
example which this country bad set, that 
had roused the whole of the powers of the 
coniinetit against the common enemy. 
With respect to the Treaty itself, he did 
not think it necessary for him now to 
enter into the detail of it. He should 
principally consider what were the objecu 
of France and this country at the iiegin- 
niiig of the war. The objects of Fiance 
were conquest, anil the dc'.iiuclion of the 
maritime greatness and resources of this 
country. In those objects she had com¬ 
pletely failed. The views of this country 
were avowed at the beginning of the war, 
and from that avowal it had never deviated. 
We disclaimed the principle of making 
conquests from France, or of interfering in 
her internal affairs. The security of this 
counti y, and of the other nations of Eu¬ 
rope, was our great object for entering into 
the war, and that object bad now been 
most satisfactorily obiained. This happy 
result was brought about doubtless by the 
hand of Providence; but, in the next place, 
it was the perseverance of this country 
which afforded a rallying point to the 
other nations of the continent against the 
commmt enemy. He then proceeded to 
take a review of the value of the different 
settlements which we retained. Ti^go 
was desirable because the seulevi were 
principally descendants of Englishmen, 
and anxiously wished to he incorporated 
in our empire. Malta bad been always 
coiisideied as a most important possession 
for a maritime nation, from its command* 
ing siiuatiou in the Mediterranean. Hn 
also considered the stipulation respecting 
Antwerp aa nf very great impotUunca. 

, (2F) 
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Thai p0rt to be lo futare mereljf com- j 
^lerctttii aroi w* were nq longer to Oppre* 
betid the eoiilpinant of faoatile fleets there. 
He bp^ieved that if at any time within the 
la#i do years, peace could be bad without 
acquisition of territory to us, but 
tt^ely attended With the downfall of the 
d^nictire aysteni established in France^ 
this country would hare gladly embraced 
auch a Peace. Tbe restoration of Louts 
1 d, gave a great pledge for the security 
of the peace. Aa to me question ot the 
Slate iVade. aa that was a subject which 
bad been billy discussed for two succes* 
site oigbts, be did not wish to go into at 
leodtb. Although 110 man more cordially 
detifoted tbe Trade than himself, he was 
yet folly convinced that tbe noble lord 
(CasUereagh) had used every exertion in 
bis power to abolish it* and that no blame 
attached to him if more was not done Tbe 
first object was undoubtedly to arrange 
ifae peace with France conformably to the 
views of tbe alhvs. Tbe noble lord con* 
eluded by moving, 

That an humble Address be presented 
tQ his royal highness tbe Prince Regent, 
to refom nis Royal Highness out sincerest 
aokBowledgKmeatsand thanks, for the im¬ 
portant and 6ati*>fBCtoiy commnnication 
which bis Royal Highness has been gra¬ 
ciously pleased to maJte to ns of the Defl- 
ntltve Ireaty of Peace, concluded at Pans 
the StHb day of last month, with his most 
chrmian majesty the king of France and 
Kavarre i 

** That while laying before his Royal 
fiighness this early testimony of our ut¬ 
most gratitude for tbe re-establishraent of 

K ce, upon terms so botioorable to bis 
jasty's crown, so advantageous to his 
peophi, and BO wisely considerate for tbe 
interests and tbe bpBoor of all; we beg 
leave also to ei^press our unbounded jo) 
and satisfaction, that the great objects of 
the sear should have been so folly accom¬ 
plished ; and wc cannot but regard the 
restoration of sq many of the uncient and 
legitimate authorities upon the continent, 
as affording the beet prospect of tluu 
solid peace and |»ermunant tranquillity ao 
estential to tbe interests and bappfaess rtf 
Ihirope and of the srorid: 

** That we beg leave further to expreas 
lo bM Royal Highness oar most gt’afUfuf 
sense of the unmterropled blesmnga with 
wbiidl able country has been so proteou* 
nentfy ^voored by divine providenca; 
and Ming, ai we do, that the wiadom 
antd itcmfima wpicb hare been eriaced by 


the united Kingdom, during the whole 
Course of this long and arduous struggle, 
have insured to os tbe objects for which 
we have so strenuously contended, wa 
cannot but also indulge tbe welf-founded 
hope, that the effects now resulting from 
our foitilode aod perseverance, will serve 
as the most uHeful and salutary example 
to our latest posterity ” 

Mr. Oooch seconded tbe motion. Ila 
fully agreed with tbe language of the Ad¬ 
dress, that the objects for which the war * 
had been commenced were obtained by a 
peace equally bonooiable to all parties. 
By this peace tbe country obtained all the 
securities it could desiie, witbout any loss 
of national honour. The nams of England 
was now higher upon the continent of 
Europe that ever it had been before 
Witbin the last few years tbe stoutest 
hearts could hardly have indulged hope 
that the balance ot power could so soon be 
restored m Europe. Thanks were due to 
the noble lord for the talents and model a- 
tion with which he bad conducted luiaself 
during the negociation of tnt Treaty. It 
was true that all the objects of tbe war bad 
been obtained. It was first undertaken for 
the overthrow of that democracy which 
arose in France; and next, for the sup¬ 
pression of the military despotism which 
succeeded to that democracy and threat¬ 
en! d the ruin of Fuiope The Revolution, 
however much to be lamented in its origin, 
was in the end productive of some advan¬ 
tages, for It taught this important lesson, 
that neither just authority nor the liberties 
of the people were to be ti ifled with. 1; pon 
this occasion, he could not be silent as to 
tbe piinciples which had uniformly gmded 
the counciU ol tins nation duiing the long 
war. To the principles of Mr. Pitt it 
was that Uie successful issue of the war 
was due. And be could not but remark 
that this great statesman, and those who 
had an ably followed up bia principles, 
iiad got tbe two ablest men to carry then 
designs into effoct. He alluded to lord 
I HeUon and tbe duke of Wellington. He 
left tbe discussion of tbe particular supuio- 
ttORS qf tbe Treaty to those who were more 
able. All tfie olyecis of the war were ob¬ 
tained, and the Peace was altogether as 

f loriOQs In tbe Brititb qaUoa as any tbat 
ad ever been made. 

for Jobi lyetupertfiotioed the unfortunate 
modp in wbicb the niover and sacoadar of 
tbe Address bad efifected their design ot 
set urmg unanimity, by latrodocing tomes 
cnajld not bujl emte djiMnh what 
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coniMotton the duke of Wellin^on hed as they hi^ been ^in before the aH|e, 44 
with the plaiH and principle* of the late to the extent of eeast gieen to France,, 
Mr. Pitt he could not diacorer. The it was no mere than wa* absolutely npehtr 
morer and seconder had talked of the un* sary for curing fish, and leas could not 
varied system on which this long war had { have been given in ortter to enable her at 
been conducted, whereas, in truth, there I all to profit by the shktre which .she had 
perhaps never was a war, the grounds of ' in the fishery. He never beard any tbiitg 
which, during the contest, had been so more visionary than wbstt the right boo. 
often changed. At one time, the object baronet had said about this gentry em- 
was to extirpate the revolutionists; at ano* ploying l,60(r veMels, and ‘]2,(XX} aea* 
tiler, the object was indemnity for the past men in that quarter. He wis quite prr- 
and security for the future ; and at ano« pared to meet the right hon. bafoitet qn 
thor, to destroy the colossal powerofBuona^ this subject on any day be would appotiiti 
parte. It was impossible for any man, but at present it came upon him by sur* 
who thought as he did, to concur in this prise. He only wished the House not to 
Address, which declared that the Treaty go away with the iittpressioh that Franco 
*' was considerate for the interests and the had, by the lllth Article of their Treaty, 
honour of ail “ That the interests of the obtained any new right, 
people of Ireland was considered, it was Mr. IVtlberJarce said, that though hO 
absurd to contend. The IStb Article of rose to propose an amendment, he was as 
the Tieaty was, in his view, completely oh- far as any roan from onder-ratidg the e<> 
jectionable, since it would prove the ulti- ertions of bis noble friend opposite to 
mate rum of our fisheries—»it resigned the him, or from undervaluing tbo blesslugs 
most important parts of the coest of New- of a peace which had exceeded the most 
foundland, of the river St. Lawrence, and sanguine hopes of the most sanguine 
Labradore, These fisheries were the most anticipators. It Was thus tliat nations 
important nurseries ol the navy, as might favoured of Providence were Messed—by 
be seen from the fact, that America for- the wisdom of their councils and the 
xncriy employed 1,500 schooners in the valour of their arms, which insured a 
river ot. Lawrence alone, which employed superiority over all enemies. Before be 
above ] 2,000 seamen. The basts on which adverted to the mUin subject for which bh 
these fisheries had been conceded was the bad risen, there were' a few topira to 
Treaty of 1792, a period when France was which he wished to advert. Though nOo 
in a Condition to dictate terms to England, thing could be mere unprofitable than a 
The city which he represented would be retrUspeCt of the events of the last twenty 
peculiarly injured by this Article. The years, or to point out our varying opi- 
iight hon. baronet concluded by nbserv- nions as applied to varying circumstscncts, 
ing, that he could not concur in the Ad- which ccald lend to no end but to lifeave 
dress as having consulted all interests, but all persons in the possession of their own 
mure especially on the ground of the most ideas; yet he should recur a little to paic 
defective stipulation on the subject of the events, for the purpose of doing justice to 
African Slave Trade, and by hoping that a right hon. friend now no more. It did 
some arrangements would be made to not appear te him ibat there bad been 
protect the persons concerned in tboM any material alteration in the views on 
fisheries, which had been so great a cause which the war vr^as conducted, At> the 
of our maritime strength and cur maritime commencement of the war with FranCct, 
successes. we were in considerable danger from the 

Mr. Hose maintained, that more conces- aggressions of that country, and the opi- 
sions had not been made to the French by nions of t considerable p-»rty in this: 
this Treaty, on the (.object of the fisheries, Pitt uccordingly talked at that time «f »o- 
than had been made on the occasion of demnity for the past, and seedfity for the 
the former treaties of peace with that future. These were then what he con- 
country. All the possessions which bad wdered should be the foundation of terms 
been given to her, weie only such as to of peace at that time. 'JTlren again, when 
enable her to maintain and protect those Ae power of Butuiamsti^ became over- 
fisheries. It was true that a remonstrance whelming, his ideas df the terms of pc.»ce 
bad been made to the board of trade on were necessarily changed. Tti n coioasal 
this subject, but he did not think tiiat power, directed by a man of most ««tra- 
ibey could refuse to put the French in the ordinary military* talents, was the great 
danre state with relation to these fisheries> object of dread, and the reduction ot it. 
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Uie great object of our exertion. In men* 
tioitmg the name of Bu<)napart6 it was 
impossible to avoid the reflection, that in 
false, and he might say in immoral and 
irs'eligioos principles, were contained the 
aaads of their own destruction; ior this 
great powir, directed by the gieatest 
abilities, had only ended in shame and 
disappointment, when directed against the 
h<ippiness and independence of mankind. 
He was thankful that the present Treaty 
had been made before the general ar¬ 
rangement of the aflairs of Europe, be¬ 
cause it was better that this country 
should not be too much involved with the 
continent. Conlederacies on just prin¬ 
ciples and for great purposes, were highly 
nselul, as the event had lately proved; 
but be should have deeply legretted if 
the peace of this country had been liable 
to be distuibed for the sake of seturing to 
this or that nation, that portion oi territory 
which might be assigned in the final ad- 
justment. He honed that, at the general 
Congress, our government would enter 
into no such guarantee as might lead to a 
future.war. War, unfortunately, had be¬ 
come so familiar to nations, -that very 
little sufficed to excite it; it had become 
so long a habit, that to many it almost 
appeared essential to man's nafifre. He 
rejoiced that the throne of France was 
filled, not by a military despot, but by the 
successor of the hereditary monaichs of 
that nation ; but instead of thinking, as 
some did, that the war could not break 
out again, because u had lasted so long, 
be conceived that, for this very reason, 
we should be more upon our guard. The 
monarch no doubt must have the most 
aflectionate feelings towards this country, 
which had received and supported him 
in his adversity and exile; but it must 
be considered, that France was not now 
what she formerly was: the king was 
the monarchical head of a military coun* 
try. The greatest moderation was neces¬ 
sary Irom all parties; there should be a 
geneial disposition to concede, conciliate, 
to heai, and to forbear. He was not much 
acquainted wiih the subject of the New- 
ioondlatid fi-heiy, but he was not disposed 
toigrudge to France a share of that lucra¬ 
tive tiade. He was so far from feeling 
auy jealousy at the prospect of her com- 
merciai greatness, ihsi he sincerely hoped 
that she might have ail that increase of 
wealth and happiness whn h g,eat and 
high minded a people desnved. Her 
if- babtts at present were too military, either 
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for her own repose or the repose of the 
world ; an increase of commercial advan¬ 
tages might tend to excite diflerent objects 
of pursuit, at once luciative, humane, 
peaceful. 

There was one other topic upon which 
be wished to touch. It was that most 
wise, most upiight, and benevolent article 
of the Treaty, by which it was stipulated 
that IK/ persons belonging to the ceded 
couiiiries, or any others, should be perse¬ 
cuted or distuibed for any opinions or line 
ui ciiiiduct which they had adopted under 
a diHeient government. He was the mote 
anxious to refer to this generous stipula¬ 
tion, on account of the afflicting intelli¬ 
gence winch had lately anived fiom 
Spam, of the distress and persecution of 
several members oi the late government. 
It these men had been the eiitmies of 
tlieir king and country, they would have 
been yiroieeted by surh a provision as 
that now nieniioneil. But whin he con¬ 
sidered that these men, iii-tead of being 
the fiicnds of Buonaparte, ui-ie the very 
persons whose fn in and unshaken minds 
had, through ail circiimstaiues, letnaiiied 
faithful to tlicir naiion and their sove¬ 
reign ; who, with a noliio adherence to 
tiuir principles, ieailcss and disiuterest- 
ril, unseduu'd by the most flatteiiiig pro¬ 
mises, unterrified by the most ihreatening 
dangers,-—still kept on their way, and in 
spite of disaster, and in the face of despair, 
upheld the dignity ot their native land 
and Its exiled monarch when he con¬ 
sidered this, it seemed to him too much 
even for cieduhty itself to believe, that 
such illustiious men could be the objects 
of personal resentment with the pi nice 
for whose lights they had laboured and 
had couqueicd. | Heai ! hear! from ait 
parts of the House.J It was a subject he 
liad veiy much at beait, and not the less 
because one of thpse eniiiicul characters 
had written to him some time ago, stating 
1)18 intention to move in the sitiing ot the 
Cortes for the abolition of the Slave Trade. 
This he vvas prepared to do even when his 
country was occupied with so many other 
important object), and though its pieju- 
dices on that subject weie so strung, and 
'its supposed interests so gnat. This dis¬ 
tinguished person was Signor Aiguelles. 
And could the House be baikward in its 
wishes to make some return for Ins medi¬ 
tated benefits to the great cause of aboli¬ 
tion ^ He hadHhougiit to piopose au ad¬ 
dress to tbe Prime Regent un.tbe subject, 
but he should relinquish that course, in 
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the hope that his noble friend would u<ie 
his powerful influence, to prevent these 
praise-worthy men from becoming the 
victims ol a cabal. 

He nas ready to give his Majesty’s mi- 
nisiers the gieu'test praise for the ^klll and 
temper with which they had assistid in 
preserving the union of so many and va> 
riuMsly>interesteU powers. This piaise 
was also due to the duke of Wellington, 
who had succeeded in harniotii.siug the 
discordant feelings of difleient nations; 
nho had shewn in the greatest degree the 
secniingly>incomjiatibie qualities of heroic 
courage and high-inindedn'’ss, of the 
mildest moderation and foi bearance; who 
had overlooked all personal vexations,and 
scoffs, and insults, from the very people 
xvhoni he wu' serving, and kept his eye 
steadily fixed on the gi eat object, where he 
saw his own glory and his countiy^ glory 
insepaiably connected. lie trusted that the 
House would paidun him for this digressive 
tiihute to the character of a great man. 

He now felt it due to him''eU to say, 
that he still entertained the same opinions, 
and in pieei.selv the. ■’anie force, as to one 
article of the Treaty, which he had before 
expressed. Of that article lie could never 
think with appiobation. Me was aware 
that the subject was beset with diflicultics; 
and he could confirm what had been said 
by the noble lord^ that the French people 
by no means gave us credit for humanity 
on account of the abolition, hut thought we 
were actuated by seltish views of com* 
niercc, hypocritically disguised under a 
better name. But with deference to the 
noble lord, he conceived that those very 
persons who made such imputations were 
nut so high-minded but that they might 
have been easily worked upon by motives 
of interest. For his own part, he still had 
hopes that troth would prevail, and that 
the French would feel the sacrifices which 
VI e had hazarded for the sake of humanity* 
and know that, in the same cause, we would 
willingly submit to sacrifices still greater. 
He hoped, that by some additional sacri¬ 
fice an abolition might be procured from 
France, which would be more eilectual 
than the same measure, if obtained by 
compulsion. It was a favourable omen of 
further and complete success, that the 
discussions in another place (Freeraason’s- 
hall) on this subject, had found their way 
into ihe principle French Journal. As he 
did not wish to disturb the unanimity of 
parliament, and at the same lime desired 
to preserve bis own feelings from being 


misconstrued, he should propose tbe fol¬ 
lowing clause, as an amendment to be 
inserted in the Address. 

“ That, with reference to tbe first ad¬ 
ditional Article, this House having -on the 
27th instant humbly conveyed its seati'- 
inents to his Koval Highness, we defer the 
expression of any; furiher opinion until 
that whole matter shall have been discuss¬ 
ed aud settled at the approaching Con¬ 
gress, to which It is stipulated to be re¬ 
ferred under the said Article ; relying on 
the known justice and humanity of his 
Koyal Highness, that no eflbri will be 
wanting on hia part to give the fullest and 
speediest eflecl which the circumstances 
of the negociation may allow, to the 
wishes so repe.itediv declared by us, for 
the abolition of the Slave Trade.” 

This Amendment, the hon, srentieman 
observed, was the same in effect as the 
Address of Ihe 27th; but it would save 
the Mouse from the eX|irossiou of their 
satisfaction at the continuance of a tiuffic 
tiiat was all blood—a traflic composed en¬ 
tirely of rapacity, injustice, v loleiice, rob¬ 
bery, and murder, aggravated by fotd and 
cruel treachery. He could not hut hope, 
that when the noble lord went to the Con¬ 
gress, reinforced with the sense of the 
strong feeling of the House and the coun¬ 
try, the power of the cause and additional 
sacrifices might prevail; and we might at 
least console ourselves, that the more ef¬ 
forts we made on this subject, the more 
w'orthy we were to vnjoy the blessings of 
Piuviuence. The hon. gentleman then 
proposed his Amendment. 

Lord Catlli-reagh thought that the Ad¬ 
dress carried on a former night was suffi¬ 
cient to express the suntinients of the 
House, but if the hon. gentleman thought 
the objects of the House made moic dis¬ 
tinct by being repeated, he had no objec¬ 
tion to the Amendment. 

The Amendment was then ordered to 
stand as part of the motion new. con. 

Mr. Haring said, that although he gene¬ 
rally approved of tbe Treaty, he could not 
express his opinion, without glancing at 
what had been said by' tbe hon. mover and 
seconder of the Address, in praise of the 
system of policy which had been adopted, 
luatead of feeling entire partiality to the 
system of Mr. Pitt, he must say, that tbe 
false policy with which the ailaiis of this 
country had been conducted in his time, 
had been the sole cause of originating that 
military moniteir which the united efTorts 
of the allied powers bad so happily sue* 
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eeeded in erocbing. Tbit syitam of po« 
Ik^ ought, tberdiare, W no oleoiM to be 
tomputeA With that dinerent spirit which 
had dictated the united deliverance. He 
Wu ready to give fuH credit to his Ma> 
jestyN ministers, end to admit that their 
co-operaiiOD on the late occasions bad 
bfft 11 directed by greau wisdom: at the 
same time, it was impossible not to see 
that tlie general allianre had originated in 
the disgust and indignation of all Europe 
at the conduct of the late government of 
France. It was not surprising that the 
allies, seeing the actual state of Europe, 
should have advised this country to make 
those esertioDS, which were far superior 
to the petty and pitiful efibrts that had 
been adopted at an earlier period. How* 
ever, the great object being gained, he 
was ready to admit that this country bad 
nothing to compiiun of in respect to the 
rommeicial regulations of the Treaty, 
Taking into consideration the value of the 
colonies which had been given op, be was 
rathei int lined to think that we had been 
too liberal, and had given up more tlidB 
could, have been reasonably expected. 
The leaving of the fisheries open was more 
than had been granted upon former occa* 
wons. He was inclined to give credit to 
oui minister for not pressing the Commer¬ 
cial tieaty, because the prejudice which 
prevails at the present lime against us, as 
e trading people, must have operated to 
our disadvantage He would rather have 
seen the Mauritius included amongst the 
cesMons, becaose those islands would be 
of little advantage to us; tb«y could not 
be retained witMut a considerable ex¬ 
pense ; and as we possessed Saint Helena 
and the Cape, we could be in no want of 
stations for our India ships on tlieir pas¬ 
sage. But the worst Consequence of our 
reieBlion of the Mauritius would be, that 
it would induce France to fix herself on 
the great island of Madagascar, wheie she 
could carry on the Slave Trade in conoec* 
tion With the seuthern coast of Afnca, to 
a great extent. On the snlqeet of the 
Slave Trade geneniny, be most say that 
the greatest appreh^ion ought to be 

I tertamed of its falling into the handi 
France, for if it were, oUr pOTsesaioas 
Aie West-lndies would experience »- 
calculable iiuury. Those markets which 
might become the depots of slaves, would 
also become the omtre of all the colonial 
prediice, and would finally conunand the 
mhole carrying trade ef the West Indies. 
That the mneh woM pursue Utla Trade, 
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was |p*eatly to be feared; for, unless we 
could expect their mortds would be deeply 
altered, it was not to be believed that they 
would hiel disposed to give up the Trade 
in five years. Thus, whatever colony had 
the command ef the Slave Trade, would 
also cmnmand the sugar trade, and eveiy 
other. Kespecting the teriitorial regula¬ 
tions about to be arranged, be only hoped 
that cUre would be taken not to place the 
minor states in a situation which would 
make them subservient to ibeir nrighbouis. 
On the whole he considered the Treaty ai 
just and moderate in the extreme. 

Mr. &uart WartUy concurred entirely 
in the sentiment that the war bad had the 
same object from the beginning to the 
end. It bad been said to h.ive thiee dis¬ 
tinct objects at difitrent times.— 1. To 
overturn the republic. 2. To procure in¬ 
demnity for the past, and secunty ioi the 
future, "i. To ovei throw the tyranny of 
Buonaparte. But these tbiee objects, so 
far from being inrompatibie, were one and 
the same. Por our whole object in ail 
these was to oppose an efiectual resistance 
to the dangerous aggressions of Fiance. 
He approved of the Tieaty of Peace, be¬ 
cause It had been concluded on the prin¬ 
ciples on which the war bad been con¬ 
ducted, principles which had always had 
his support, and of which the event had 
proved the justice. 

Mr. J. P. Orant said, that he clificicd 
from the last Speaker. We had not put 
down French principles by our opposition 
to them, but they had put themselves 
down by being incompatible with human 
nature. As for indemnity for the past, we 
had procured no such indemnity : though 
we bad procured security for the future, the 
only indemnity foi the past which a wise 
government, situated as were, would look 
to<Hr hope for. Lastly, the power of Buona¬ 
parte was a power, which no man in tiie 
House or in tpe country had not wished to 
overthrow; with respect to that object there 
had been no diffisrencc of opinion, though 
Uiere might have been as to the means of 
eccompltshitig the end. But tiie overthrow 
of that power was not owing solely to this 
country or even to the allies; u was owing 
more to Buonaparte bimself than to any 
resistance which had been made to him. 
The learned gentleman said it was painful 
to make objections to a Treaty like the 
present, bat there were some parts of it 
which he dk^emed imprudent, and othrri 
which appeared to him highly disgraceful* 
By making Uiis Treaty with France ar 
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the lime we did, Great Britain had placed I titer thetfiiendsof the aboliiiMt wotjld re- 
herself in a disadvantageous utuation. I quire the French govcmoient to be in- 
Ilt had heard it said, that it was proper to suited by insUtib^ upon the immediate 
conclude a peace while the impression ot adoption of their principle? but in answer, 
the victories of the allies was fresh on the he would ash, had not the French govern- 
minds of the French people, and that ment been actoally insulted ? For that 
(Jreat Britain would go to the Congress verninent was required to declare, that the 
with more weight and influence in conse- Slave Trade was contrary to the prtnei- 
quence of the Treaty being signed: net- pies of humanity and justice, ano on this 
ther of these positions appeared to him to condition she was allowed to continue that 
be well founded. If, indeed, sacrifices Trade for five years. Thus, truly was the 
had been demanded of France, there feelings of France consulted, and its 
would then have been some appearance I honour saved. If French understanding 
of truth in the statement; but this was was thus to be managed, he could not sop- 
neither the case in point of fact, nor pose such management likely to influence 
would It even then have been true policy, the understanding of England. I he peo- 
beeause no country could long submit to pie of France were not, the noble loid 
conditions forced Irom them by the imme> »a*d, sensible ol the wickedness of this 
diate [ircisure of circumstances. As to Trade, and therefore they were not dis- 
tlie second point, the supposition that 1 posed to abstain from it; but it was cal- 
England would go to the Congress with culated, that after they had embarkea 
luoie weiuht and authority from having 1 capital in it, and derived profit from it, 
signed the Treaty, he could not conceive they would then become disposed to 
the subjHct in that point of view. Eng- 1 abandon it altogether, ^iiat a profound 
land had necessarily lessened her weight calculation! How creditable to ihejudg* 

III such a Congress, and her influence over ment of those by whom it was indulged. 
France, by having given up her colonies— But the fact was, that this Article M- 
tbe only equivalent she had to oiler for I trayed an entire forgetfulness oi the 
any sacrifices to be demanded from or hononr of this country and the interests of 
made by othei powers. He deprecated humanity. The noble lord, indeed, seem- 
that clause in the Treaty wl'ich supported } ed to forget in this transaction the honour 
the claim oi Sweden to Norway. He had of his colleagues, for the public and the 
not been present in the House when that House could not have forgotten this con- 
question was ilcbated, nor should he go 1 duct of the noble lord and his colleaguea 
into It now, any farther than to enter his 1 on the discussion of the Slave Y*®© ttt 
piottfst against it as one of the most ruin- I parliament. Therefore their chara^r 
oils and disgraceful measures in which I must suffer by their acquiescence m th» 
tins country had ever embaiked, and 1 odious Article. The thinking part of the 

which gave him more pain than almost 1 country would naturally apprcMnd, upon 

any subject could do, except the one to 1 a full view of the case, that if the question 
whicli he should next advert, the introdoc- I for the immediate abolition of the olare 
non of the Article relating to the Slave 1 Trade, instead of being brought forward 
Trade.—The leained gentleman panegy- I with the cold fidelity of duty in ®onw- 
rized, in glowing terms, the services ren- quence of the Addrera of parliam^t, had 
dered to the cause of the abolition by the 1 been pressed upon France in the nrin 
hoii. gentleman near him (Mr. Wilber- tone which the noble lord wm entit ed to 
force). Human nature, indeed, owed assume, and urged with the zeal ai w 
that hon. gentleman the most impor- ardour which an anxious ft tend to 
taut obligations, and if he was not to reap } abolition was likely to feel, France woma 
the fruits of his long labours, it would be have yielded, and ‘he object of hotwinty 
owing to the noble Ibrd on the other side 1 would have been attamed. 

(lord Castlereagh). It was asked, would nateiy, this object bad failed through th* 
the advocates of the abolition require mi- 1 noble lord, 8nd,^thererore,iMtwitn8tanumg 
iiisiers to go to war with France for the 1 all the eclat which attached to the Treaty 
accomplishment of their object? But in before the House, he had no hesitation ia 
answer, he would ask, would France go to 1 declaring, that he wwld not barter ^ 
war with us for the maintenance of the own obscure and hamble name, for all t w 
Slave Trade ? For himself, he declared his honour or fame that Om noble lord mjgt 
full conviction that such an apprehension possess or aspire to, accompanied witt>^ 
wes preposterous. It was also asked, who- 1 disgrace of hating subsewbed to an a#tio» 
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to icaiidaloat as that which s'luttioned tbe 
Coatiimatron of the Slave Ti<ide. 

Ml. (kmntHg s«d, ihit while be ftit as 
vvamly as the Ixm. and teamed gentleman 
who t^ke ia«t, loi the abolition of the 
Slave Iride lie cunld not concur with 
bitn HI bl tni iig the conduct of tiu noble 
lord oi his coil' agues in the gn at tiansae 
tton uii Ici discussion. Indetd, b( Itk in- 
expiessible satisfiction, that liom the 
Amendment adopted on the proposition of 
blit hon friend, he was eitabltd, without 
qqalifacation or reseivation, to txpuss bis 
entire approbation of tbe ireaty before 
the House, which he had no hebitatioii in 
declaiing to be the most glorious that had 
ever b^tn cnticluded by ilu govtrninent 
ofEl^land It was undoubtedly irut.that 
bediutifd fiom those who thought that 
the question of aboixhiiig thi Slave Trade 
would, il insisted upon by this counliy, 
have ever led to a question oi wii ui 
peace with France—oi that if we* had 
firmly stated " no abolition, no colonies/' 
oar persevtiance in that stutemeni would 
have produced war But although, in this 
view, be difltrid in opinion Irom the 
nobld lend, it did not theieforc follow that 
he imputed blame because the noble loid 
and Ills colleagues li id cntertaihtd and 
acted upon a difierent talrulation. He 
rather, indeed, took blame to himself, and 
perhaps lus bon friend (Mi Wiibeiforct) 
partook of that blame, foi not pressing the 
insertion of a sentiment in the Address of 
the 5th of May last, sufficiently decisive 
to ui ge the noble lord to insist upon the 
immtdiate and gentral abolition oi the 
Slave Trade, and thus to aim the noble 
lord with the authoiity of pailiament, to 
use a tone of firmness, to Fiance and 
others, upon this impouant subject. To 
his hon. friend, he had privately commu¬ 
nicated his opinion as to the ea|N)|liency 
ot embodying such a smtiment in the 
Address alludsd to, but from a desire to 
•tcure unanimity, that course was not 
pressed. Hie llouse then declining to 
speak in the language of decision, a dis¬ 
cretion was left to t^ noble ioid and his 
colliagues, whuh discretion was, he had 
no doubt, exeicised to the best of their 
judgment, andiheiefore, although hedif. 
ferad from the opinion, be could attach 
no ceosuie to the conduct of ministers. 
As to the insinuations thrown out against 
the sincerity of the noble lord and other 
ministers (with respect to the abolition of 
the blave Trade) who bad m parliament 
difiercd from ium and others on the dis- 
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cuesidn of that subject, be was enabled to 
clechre, horn personal knowledge, that 
when he came into office in 1'.07, the 
cabinet w ere unaiiinio >s in assenting to the 
Completion oi the Bill lor abolishing tbe 
Slave 'Iiade, although oi that rainnet he 
alone, and his late light b( ii iiitnd (Mr. 
Peicevai), weie among the advoiates of 
that measure in piiiiamcrit. But the 
noble lord, and others ot the cabinti, find, 
irig the sense of pailiament iiid the 
country dieulediy in iavoui of the abo¬ 
lition, pi oinptly act( ded to the measure, 
and thi Bill alluded to rccemd the loval 
assenl. lie sin no reason llieiefou, to 
enteitiiii the suspicions to whith iu hid 
advened and lu must also d( pi ecste the 
suspicions < x|>ress(d as to tin iiueiits id 
the Iieiich goveriimint Jo say ih< 
hast of It, he could nut think it poliiie 
to c\puss any such siispuiun ll cer- 
tainly could not «eivc to piomotc the sue 
cess ol tlie great objert in viiw.lo pio- 
niulc,ale any doubt 1 1 tlie disnositiun ol 
tlu Fri neb goveinu.cnt t > pn lomt its con- 
tiac I by abolishing tlir Si n I link in five 
years Indeed, 1 1 s iw no good ground to 
ijucstinii that dispu°ilioii , but in a short 
tiiii* tlu siueeiUy ot tin 1 m rtrh govern 
niLiit would be brought to tin test I i s!u 
stood pledged to co opciite with u> in 
ptoducing the gmtial eoiuuiicnec ol the 
other poweisof Luiope in thr abolition oi 
the Slave Iradc, and he liusiod tbu on 
this occasion it would he stipulated, that 
each power should bceonie a gu ii vnit e for 
the others’obseisaner «f tin c ntiict for 
this desirable tnd. ihe noble loid would, 
he hid no doubt, seek to unckt the stipu¬ 
lation on this sub|eet aseiledive as pos¬ 
sible But with 1 view tulltcobjut, he 
was persu tiled that our policy w is nut to 
express any suspicion ot the smetii'y of 
hiaiice, OI to insinuate any doubt of her 
disposition to ptifoiin hei contract, but 
rmhei, in a tone ol eoniideiui upon Inr 
good faith and adiieieiue to liei lumd, to 
call for her CO opeiation in the gieai e tu>c 
of humanity in piomoting the unitei',al 
abolition of tbe Slave 1 1 uk 

With these sentimeiUt, as to I u* Ai title 
respecting tbe Si ivt lia le, wliicn was the 
only on< of doubtful (omplexton in the 
whole Tie tty, be could atf nothing in 
tins great tratisaition in which be did not 
concur, nay, wiiicU bad not bis most cor¬ 
dial appiobation Hurt weie some d<- 
tails which be. did nut think n mauiial to 
couple with ibe eoiisidi raiion ot ifns im- 
pprUnt Treaty but it tnighi not be &iuim> 
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to Btate, that he had received some repre¬ 
sentations with respect to Newfoundland, 
which, however, would rather tiiore re- 
(juire to be attended to by the noble lord 
on those discussions with America, which 
were shortly to be expected. True it was, 
that on this point respecting Newfound¬ 
land, it was proposed by some to leave us 
on the same tooting as that settled by the 
peace of 1783. But with ail deference, 
that was not a period or a compact to 
which we should now look for the guid¬ 
ance of our conduct. Wc should not now 
look for f>recedents to the humiliating 
conditions extorted from us by a triumph¬ 
ant enemy, or by a separating friend, who, 
of the two, was much more torward to 
exact from u«. No, we must not revert 
to those arrangements, which w«Te to be 
regarded as trophies of victory to our erie- 
niies, and monuments of degradation to 
ourselves, as rules to direct our judgment 
uinler existing, and, happily, very diil'e- 
reid circumstances. 

While be was ready to com{dimcnt the 
ability with which the last speaker had 
stated and argin d his view of the suliject, 
he hoped tliat it would not he considered 
inconsistent with that compliment, or the 
respect which he felt for the learned gen¬ 
tleman's talents, if he expressed an entire 
diilerence of opinion from him and others, 
as to the policy of concluding a separate 
peace wi(h France. This he thought, in 
fact, the most eminently meritorious part 
of the conduct adopted by his Majesty’s 
ministers. For it was wite to set matters 
right with France first, to place her in her 
natural position—to restore her to light 
and reason, and steadiness, in order that 
she might be enabled to walk upright to 
the geiM r.il Congress that was to restore 
and settle the atlairs of Europe. It was 
to be considered that France was not yet 
ill her proper state, that there was only a 
change of monarch, while the limbs and 
vital springs remained still the same, and 
that she therefore required time to repair 
her losses, to re-estahli.ih her order, to ar¬ 
range her affairs. But accuiding to the 
learned gentleman, we had, by concluding 
a peace with her, been shorn of oar 
strength. With deference, however, to 
the opinion of the learned gentlemen, we 
should by this Treaty go to the Congress 
With an accession of strength, for wc should 
go to it with an accession of character. We 
had by this Treaty clearly manifested the 
integrity of our object, we bad disabused 
Europe, we had removed all suspicion, 
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and it would be idle to disguise that some 
suspicion did attach to our views; but by 
this Treaty we had not only secured peace 
to ourselves, but given peace and tran¬ 
quillity to others, and on such grounds as 
could Ivave no doubt as to the purity of 
our views in the prosecution of the war. 

There wasone point to which he thought 
it necessary here to advert, not with a 
view to discuRsiun, but merely to ask in¬ 
formation from the noble lord—and this 
information he was induced to ask in con¬ 
sequence of what appeared in the pubitc 
papers. It was said that Italy was to be 
divided into independent states, and it 
would be most satisfactory to him to learn, 
that in the final settlement of that territory, 
the interests of the government of Naples, 
which had proved itself among the most 
faithful of our allies, would be duty 
considered. Keeping that consideration 
in view, the prospect which the Treaty 
held out—in the settlement of the ancient 
governments of Europe.—in the restoration 
of genuine tranquillity—was peculiarly 
cheering to every fiieml of humanity, of 
social order, and lalional libeity. Thus 
the great objects of the war, which,'over¬ 
leaping the Trure of Amiens, had, for 
twenty years, been steadily and uniformly 
pursued, were at length happily attaineu. 
Thus the principles upon which the war 
%vas undertaken weie established—thus 
our pledges were redeemed—thus our per¬ 
severance was rewarded. And such a great 
and gratifying result, so much exceeding 
the most sanguine calculations, could only 
he attributed to the interposition of an 
over-ruling Providence. 

The hon. and learned gentleman who 
spoke last had said, that he would not de¬ 
sire the production of the Treaty proposed 
at Chatillon, bccau.se it must be matter of 
regret, if, in that document, it .should ap¬ 
pear that more concessions were offered to 
Buonaparte than had bei*n granted to tho 
present govertitnent of France. But bO 
could not think that ministers were to bO 
blamed if peace had been made, or nearly 
made, with Buonaparte;—at'least suett 
blame could not be imputed by those who 
had so olien called upon government to 
make peace wiiii that man—who had so 
often deprecated the indulgence of any 
personal prejudice likely to prolong the 
war. But the fact was, ttiat no such pre¬ 
judice prompted the prosecaiion of that 
war, which was now so gloriou^lv termi¬ 
nated, hi the attainment of that which was 
bevond its original aim and object—b« 
(2 G) 
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meant the restoration o( thf ant tent 
na*>ty. Yea, ht could say moat imly (and 
the statement could not now l>e buppoacd 
a mere answer fo thoie who dtpietated. 
perpetual war), that however dt'sirable that 
revtOfatum, it never was the object ol the 
war with any ot the goveiiinietUs by 
Vthtih It had been carried on. But the 
policy of the war was fully explained in 
the able paper of lord Gienville, m which 
alone the cause of the Bourbons wts men 
tioned. The re-establivbment of that fa¬ 
mily, howevei, was never, he repeated, 
the object of the war. The real (>bjcct of 
the war was the esiablishment of out own 
secuiity,and the tranquillity of the world : 
and, w nil a t itw to this object, it was ne¬ 
cessary to lesist the principleK of that 
tioh lit convulsive republic, which, having 
desolated Fiance, sought to shake all the 
established thioties and governments of 
Europe \\ nil that view, we had irsisted 
the nuluary dispotism winch giew out of 
that convuliue system \Vc contended 
against the Jai ibini*'m which gave biitb 
to the War iii all the siiapcb and forms 
which.it had a suincd to disimb us and 
the whole civilued world, and we had 
finally conquered. Yes, we had com¬ 
pletely conqueted ; and he dttiaied that, j 
in pursuing this gloiious conjupsi, he 
thought nothing more piai {-woithy than 
the signal patience wtiuli tins nation had 
manilestcd. The people of tins country 
were, in fact, not so much entitled to 
praise loi what they had achieved, as toi 
what they had cnduied ; not so much foi 
the valiant proinplitude With which tliej 
matched to the battle, *’> foi the manly 
steadiness with which t*uy s'ood at then 
post. It had been said that the spurious 
nre of French liberty, which burned only 
to consume, would hate burned out with 
out our inteiposition. But t,c had pro¬ 
moted and fiithessed its faml e^titn^uish- 
ment, and we had the pioud satislactiou oi 
sceiiig, that the nation in whuh it lagcd, 
had at length come to out own courti y fut 
the pure flame of national libeity. Tin, 
he conceived a high souice of national 
congratulation. He doubted much, indeed, 
whether that undtsputed dominion of the 
MS, which was the conquest of the war, 
or whether the splendid achictement of 
our gallant army, and its unrivalled It ader, 
afforded so much matter for just congratu¬ 
lations, as that result, as to find, that after 
otiarcomingthe wild, eiuhusiastic, delusive 

““int of liberty which desolated Fiance_ 

t after being the SAVtours, we bad bi- 
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come the models of Europe, liCt us hope, 
for the interest of mankind, that this model 
would be geneially adopted—'that all na¬ 
tions would endeavoiii to introduce ihit 
vital spun, that germ of strength, which 
had 1 nabled so small a country to make 
such extraordinary exeitions to save itself, 
and to deal out salvation to the world. 

He agreed with the noble loid (Oaille- 
rragh) as to the piopiicty of abstaining 
fiom the use of any foice, to pir«s the 
adoption of our moial conceptions and 
political ptiiKipIrs upon any nation wlnt- 
ivct. Buttle hoped and tiusted, that a 
consideration of the niture of om insnm- 
tioiis, with the capabilities whuh they 
confeited, and tiu efiects to which they 
led, would have a due eiltct upon all go¬ 
vernments and people I'ulin iftiewing 
the unparal'elcd e\ti lions which sudi a 
limited population had nid'>e lo irpel 
unpaiallelcd dingcis—that in considinng 
[ OQi s gnal tiiumph with eleviud spiiit . nd 
augmented Mei gth, tlu giiatcTu e ol all 
would be duly isiimatc 1 ThU sucfi 
would he llic result then was cttiy 
leason lo liop<, from wl I had alieai’y 
happ^nit,, and this wa<) i pioud itflcc- 
tion. It w i, inipossibit, mdt»*(l foi any 
British sub| t not to be g itili#*d i»i sucli A 
happy stall of l linn, s. Bn iht stme fee* 
inganinuud thepailiinun'andihf p npie, 
andlheiedoK oecoid til r« m i eciiiint 
propriety o' laying the iXpnsaiunof oui 
congraiuht'on at me footof the thime. 

Mr. i/(« f «»coii'endcd that it it ci u'd 
not be shewn by the tioh’c !oid ((’astle- 
reagb) that evciy ifi nl was used to iLstore 
lo hcrdiiiand the kingdom ol N"ples, tint 
must piovn a slur upon the government of 
this coiinlrv. I he king ol hapies had 
ptoved a faithful ally to this countiy, at a 
time v*hen every one tl«e li »d deserted us. 
It vs as a notorious fact, tint IS iples had 
been lo I to the king of Slcilv, by his 
attachui iit to England The honoui of 
the countiy, theiefoie, would receive an 
indelible stain, if ev ery elloi t w as not made 
to proctiie us lestoialion 

Mr Ponron^y declared It not to be tiis 
intention to disturb the unanimity of the 
House on the presnu occasion, although, 
certainly if ihe words |>iop()s.,(I by Ins 
bon fiiend, ,is an addition lo the Addres-., 
had not been leceivcd into it, be should 
have oppo‘ed it. It was not his wish to 
resume the dibatc on the Slave Trade, as 
be had twice ahendy taken an oppoitunity 
ol delivering his sentiments on the snbjett, 
and the House had beard enoagb Ironi 
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liim on that point. He 0 )u$t, however, 
btili be allowed to repeat, that that could 
never by him be called an honourable 
iK-jiy of peseo. which bad such an ar¬ 
ticle in it, lie could not give his vote, 
therofure. in support of the proposed Ad- 
di c.ss, without stating, in a few words, the 
gioundh of that vote. This wasaTieaty 
of pacifleatiun between the allied powers 
and France, but on which no provision 
was made as to any of the great questions 
ol territorial arrangements between the 
other parties independently of France, but 
which wtM'e referred to a Congress to be 
there adjusted. He should not, therefore, 
!^ay a word on those points, presuming 
sue h a discussion to be premature, and that 
It would he pernicious to debate tiiem. 
He must proUst, however, against a doc¬ 
trine wiiich he had heard ottered that 
night, that it was the inteicst of this 
couiitiy to abstain as mucb as possible 
frotn Intel fcrcnce in continental interests 
and connocliuiis. He maintained quite 
the rontiaiy of this, lie contended that 
it was not her interest to keep herself in¬ 
sulated, and apart from tlie atiitirs of the 
coiitiiit nt; hut that she was to find her 
saleiy m the safety of the contiiunt of 
Europe; as the continent of Europe was 
to find her saiety in the safety of England. 
It was for this icasnii that he had never 
mged nnuisioib to endeavour to take any 
advantage of a favourable aspect in the 
Situation of our own adairs, to endeavour 
to conclude a peace, till a peace could be 
piocuied as favouiable and honourable 
ibi the poweib on the continent as for these 
islands. When he said this, he did not 
mean to recommend a meddling and offi¬ 
cious inU rfeienee in the affairs of other 
countries; hut only a watchful care and 
Aiixuty that the interests of one power 
should not be .'■acnfiecti to the ambition of 
a more powerful neighbour. If this re- 
aervauou wa.. allowed to him, and the dis¬ 
cussion ol the particular points of arrange- 
Qieni, as they should be adjusted at the 
Congress, was to take place, at some future 
opportunity he should agree to the Address 
on the Treaty as now proposed. There 
Were one or two points, however, on 
which he could not help staying a few 
words. One of the points to which he 
referred was the ^f<tte of Poland* The 
partition of it, be had no hesitation in 
was the circumstance winch first 
endangered the safety of Europe, and led 
even to the French Revolution. No ntan 
C9uld deny tiiisj and if the noble lord 


opposite was to be the negociator at the 
Congress which was to take place, or 
whoever was that negociator, the interests 
of Great Britain and of the w'orld required 
that be should attend to that circumstance. 
For, unices there was a return generally to 
those principles which had prevailed pre¬ 
vious to the partition pf that country, in 
ail adherence to that system, would be 
found the seeds of perpetual' contest. The 
principle which dictated the partition of 
Poland had dictated the conduct of Buona¬ 
parte also. He denied that the one was 
more mischievous than the other. He 
wished that the return to (hose principles 
should be universal. He wislicd that every 
idea of partition should be abandoned, not 
by France only,*but by all othur coun¬ 
tries ; and that a return should be made 
throughout Europe to that system which 
had prevailed previous to the partition of 
Poland. Who was right or who WTong 
at the commciicemeulof the war was little 
to the present purpose, nor should he dis¬ 
turb the harmony of the debate by any 
enquiries on that subject, though he was 
not without a decided opinion on the point. 
As to the Treaty itself between Frai>ce and 
England, he perfectly approved of it. 
The noble lord was right in concluding it. 
France had, no doubt, got some advan¬ 
tages, but they were not greater than they 
ought to have been, and the noble lord 
was correct in agreeing to them at once 
(with the exception always which he bad 
set nut with mentioning) rather than post¬ 
pone the conclusion of the Treaty pro¬ 
bably for a month. 

Mr. Whitbread said, he was in parliament 
when the war, now happily concluded, 
first broke out, and he bad constantly been 
in opposition to the persons by whom that 
war was r/>nducled. He had hoped that 
the Address submitted for the adoption of 
the House would have been so worded, 
and also that the speech introducing it to 
their notice would have been so framed, 
as to render that unanimity, whith tbe 
noble mover courted, possible. When 
Uie noble mover and seconder of tbe Ad¬ 
dress, however, attacked t ho-e whom be had 
supported throughout, thequi'stion Was not 
whether he could vote lor tlio Address, but 
whether he could timely submit to admit 
it as a fact, that all which he had said, or 
thought, and still thought, was founded m 
error. Men in general were adnntied to 
be liable to error; but the supporters of 
the war, they were now given to under¬ 
stand, were infallible, and bad hod their 
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eoon^pls marked bf wisdom Ibroaghoot. 
He had oris;it»a11y opposed khe adoHnistra* 
(ion oF the noble lord (Castlereagh) also; 
buteeeing an alierntiuii in the tone of that 
noble lord, from what he had remarked in 
bla predecessors, and that, too, at a moment 
when moie than ordinary success might 
bave been supposed to have made him less 
model ate, he had reposed confidence in 
the niuderalion of that noble lord; telling 
btni that he did so, and that the time 
Would come when he should bcabletode- 
dare, whether or not that confidence had 
or had not been deservedly reposed. 
That time had now arrived, anil he could 
tell the noble lord that, in every respect, 
rxcept that article in the Treaty which 
^regarded ilie Slave Trade, and to which he 
ought never to have put his name, the 
noble lord had fully and comiileiely de- 
seived that confidence which he had re* 
posed m him. He could tell the noble 
lord that there was one part of his history 
which, in bis opinion, redounded more to 
bis honour th-sn all the rest of that un- 
pot tant business, which (except in the 
article already alluded to) he had brought 
to so glorious an issue—and that was, that 
when be went to negoriate, he fairly ttied 
the expciimentof doing so with the then 
ruler of France ; and though tlie papeis 
bad not been produced, Mr. Whitbread 
said be was fully convinced the negocia* 
tioii at Chaliiiun had been broken oil’only 
in consequence of the folly, madness, or 
what el.se, of lluonapartc himself. The 
noble lord’s firmness, however, was not 
damped ; he perse.vered in his undaunted 
couisc; and by his fiininevs contributed 
to keep the allied (towers together, till the 
busine.ss was btought'to a conclusion. 
Mr. Whitbread said be had often recom¬ 
mended to ministers to make a peace with 
(he ruler of France, if that could be done: 
there was no evidence of the impractica¬ 
bility of such a measure, till the noble lord 
bad tried it: being then found impracti¬ 
cable, no man rejoiced more in the resto¬ 
ration of the Bourbons, coupled as it was 
With the safety of Paris, itom destruction, 
than be did.—The hon. member then paid 
a compliment to the magnanimous mode¬ 
ration of the emperor Alexander; for, 
eoasidering the destruction of Moscow, 
llie lengthened irritation of the .pur¬ 
suit, be could haidly have believed it pos¬ 
sible that Pans would have been entered 
by iho Sussians, and not destroyed. A 
right hon. gentleman (Mr. Canning) had 
mtorically talked of the disposiuon to 
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imitate the British constitution, which was 
felt and acted upon by the different na¬ 
tions of Europe. A very different course, 
however, bad been pursued in Spain, and 
he earnestly intreated that some means 
might be found to rescue the present go¬ 
vernment of that country, from the indeli¬ 
ble stain that it had incurred in the impri¬ 
sonment of such men as Arguelles and 
Quintana, and that those patriots might be 
saved from a cruel death.—Looking to the 
Treaty as a whole, always excepting the 
Article on the Slave Trade, it was an instru¬ 
ment which met his hearty approbation. 
At the same time, consiilcring the various 
inteiosts to be discussed at the approach¬ 
ing congress, it appeared premature, that 
the Austrian general in Italy should al¬ 
ready have proclaimed the annexation of 
Lombardy and other states of Italy. 
There was one thing about the Treaty 
which he considered most indecorous: the 
king of Sardinia had been stripped by it 
of a part of his territoiy, without his pri¬ 
vily Of consent. This was not acting on 
the principle of restoring ancient rights. 
Genoa also had been solemnly promised 
the restoration of its ancient constitution 
by lord William Bentinck; the faith of 
the British nation had been pledged ; and 
yet the rumour now was, that the king of 
Sardinia was to be indemnified at the ex¬ 
pense of Genoa, and what was more, at 
the expense of British good faith. lie 
would say, that if the great powers did not 
abstain from the partitioning system, the 
nations of Europe would yet be deluged 
with blood. The hon. member alluded to 
a icport that the German stales were to 
be placed under four protectorates, ot 
which Hanover was to be one. A mea¬ 
sure of this sort would secure, with a wit¬ 
ness, our connection with the continent! 
He observed with regard to Norway, that 
the subjugation of that unfortunate coun¬ 
try was made, by the Treaty, to receive 
the guarantee of France also. France was 
made to sanction the cession of Norway 
to Sweden, in return for the restoration of 
Goadaloupe.—The hon. member conclud¬ 
ed with adverting to what appeared to 
him the declamatory harangue of a right 
hon. gentleman. What did all his exulta¬ 
tions amount to ? Merely that five coali¬ 
tions had erected Buonaparte into the co¬ 
lossus of Europe, but that Buonapart6’8 
madness bad unmade himself, and re¬ 
stored the Bourbon dynasty. He begged 
the noble lord would consider wbat be 
had said merely as an exposition of bis 
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sentiments. If he should be compellod to 
say No to the Address, that negative 
would apply to the arguments by which 
it had been supported, and not in the 
slightu.ot degree personally to the noble 
lord- He had placed hia contidence in the 
noble luid, and, with oiia exception, be 
did not regret that he had done so; he 
trusted, however, when he returned from 
the approacjiing Congress, and wheji they 
met him again in that House next session, 
they wouhi be able to say to him. You 
have done completely well—>you have re¬ 
deemed the only error with which we 
charge you. 

Lord Caitlereasft rose and observed, that 
nothing could ever efface from his mind 
the grateful recollection of that candour 
and liberality with which he had been 
treated by the House, both dmiiig h:s ab¬ 
sence from it, and m his presence while 
there. Perhaps, in quitting this country, 
on a late occasion, he had engaged himself 
in a course of transarlions, not strictly 
within the sphere of his official business; 
but he had felt it his duty to be absent, 
and it was mod gratifying to him to re¬ 
flect, that when he returned, his absent e 
had been sanctioned and approved of by 
that House. With regard to the great 
question then before them, it certainly in¬ 
volved many important points, on which 
they would naturally expect an explana¬ 
tion fioiu him ; and fie should not feel that 
he had discharged bis duty to the House, 
lo Europe, or to himself, if he abstained 
from affording such information as might 
make that great transaction understood in 
all u<; bearings. 

One part of it, namely, the Slave Trade, 
had already undergone considerable dis¬ 
cussion, and he did not mean to enter into 
a re-examiiiatiun of it on the present oc¬ 
casion. He could not, however, in fairness 
and candour, refrain from observing, that 
notwiihstaiuling all he had heard on that 
question, notwithstanding every disposi¬ 
tion on his part to receive the opinions of 
those lion, members who spoke upon it, he 
was still deliberately of opinion, that no¬ 
thing could have been more unfortunate for 
the cause itself, nothing could have bad a 
more direct tendency to obstruct its ulli- 
niatc success, than if parliament had gone 
the length of fettering the crown by any 
mandatory injunction. Equally prejudi¬ 
cial to the interest of that cause would it 
have, been, to have demanded its recogni¬ 
tion by Uie French government as a nine 
^ua turn, w'hether France bad yielded to 


our demand, or whether she had rejected 
it. He would not, however, argue tbn 
question any further, but content himself 
with that explicit declaration of hia senti* 
ments upon it. 

In referring to the other topics connect* 
ed with the Treaty, he perfectly concurred 
111 the opinion expressed by liis bon. friend, 
that it would be the greatest act of folly, 
the greatest act of human presumption, to 
attribute the extraordinary issue of those 
events, which were now diffusing joy and 
triumph not only throughout this country, 
but throughout Europe, to any mao, or 
any set of men. That sacred cause had 
prospered, because it was consonant to 
the eternal and immutable principles of 
truth and justice; the seeds of its triumph 
were sown in the day of adversity and' 
peril; they had sunk deep into the minds 
of all the potentates of Europe, and it was 
enough of satisfaction for this country the 
consciousnes-s that it had done no act, that 
it had gttgge.sted no advice, which could 
check or turn aside the current in which 
that great cause was flowing to its re* 
demption. We had watched it step by 
stop; we had followed it steadily and 
firmly; we had accompanied it in its 
progress to final and complete success; 
but he agreed with an hon. member, that 
Us close would have been incomplete bad 
it not terminated in the restoration of the 
ancient family lo the throne of France. 
The Bourbons, in returning to the throne 
of their ancestors, bad conferred a signal 
benefit on France. They had given her a 
social character, and put her within the 
pale of nations; they bad, by destroying 
that military system, and subduing that 
spiritof conquest and spoliation, which had 
been fostered to so fatal an excess by her 
late ruler, enabled her to establish perma¬ 
nently, social relations with the rest of 
Europe. 

These were advantages which could not 
have resulted from any peace concluded 
with the individual who recently governed 
that country. He was prepared confi* 
dently to assert, from the means of ii|for* 
mation which the course of the negocia* 
tions at Cbatillon had afforded him, that 
the mind of that individual was so deeply 
wounded by the transactions, which bad 
occurred, that no secure nor durable 
peace could have been made with him. 
The terras of a peace, indeed, might have 
been established, but no moral, no perma* 
nent peace, founded upon mutual good 
faith and mutusd anjeiety for its preserva* 
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lion coold have been Hcconoplisbed. Even 
euppoMog be could have been afvakened 
from tba( dream of ambkion which had so 
long deluded hmi, and that, instead of 
being the agitator and disturber of the 
world, he had appeared as the only person 
sincerely desirous of )>eace, and eager for 
its attainment, still there vt as that leeling 
throughout Europe with respect to him, 
that any peace concluded with him would 
necessai dy have been viewed with an eye 
of jealousy and suspicion. While, however, 
he (lord Cagtiereagb) felt ull the difficulties 
which that state of things created, and 
with all those enibarras'ing cireuni>'tauces 
full in his consideration, yet he felt satis* 
fied that so long as he should continue de 
facto at the head of the French govern¬ 
ment, so long as ho had the power of 
ewaytng the destinies of France, there was 
no alternative for this country but to treat 
with him. But he could not disguise i 
from himself, noi could the House dis¬ 
guise from itself, that if the discussions at 
Ciiatillon had "iided in peace, that peace 
concluded with Buonaparte, would have 
been but little congenial to the stale of the 
public feeling in this country. The lion, 
member, however, (Mr. Whitbread), had 
done him no more than justice in believing, 
that had he been conscientiously convinced 
of the policy, expediency, or necessity of 
concluding a peace with that individual, 
no apprehensions of what might be the 
public fueling upon such a peace would 
have deterred him from bringing the nc- 
gociatiun to a conclusion. 

The House should bear in mind also, an 
important fact connected with this part of 
the subject. If wc had refused to nego- 
Gtate with France, while subject to the 
dominion of that individual, from that 
moment we should have laid the ground 
for the dissolution of that great con¬ 
federacy which was arrayed against hfm. 
The principle of disunion wonlu have been 
immediately introduced by such a deter- 
miuatioii. Tire allies had professed their 
willingness, and practically had acted up 
to their profession, to treat with him sj 
long as he should continue at the bead of 
the government, and could give validity to 
Its acts. The House would remember that 
be (lord C.) had gone out from this coun- 
try exptessiy to tieat with him, in conjunc¬ 
tion wjtb our allies; but after he had 
ceased to rule, a very obvious change of 
policy presented itselt. The projet which 
the allies gave in at Chatillou, was, after 
be had been successively victurivus in five 
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engagements, and when a considerable 
degree, he. would not say of despondency, 
but of uncertainty and doubt, pievailed as 
to the issue of the campaign. At the 
same moment, also, the allied powers en¬ 
tered into that .<.(ilenin engagement at 
Chaumunt, by which four ot them en¬ 
gaged to bring into the field 0UU,O()() men; 
the most important contract, whether the 
magnitude ot the iorce to be brought for¬ 
ward, or the object to which it was to be 
applied, was considv red, that the history 
of European diplomacy perhaps could fur- 
nisii! The tempciate but fitni conduct of 
the allies, which they manifested through¬ 
out the whole of their proceedings, had 
largely contributed to their succtsscs. To 
that alone might be attributed the glorious 
li'sullol their eiitciing Parii iti triumph as 
friends and deliveiers. Theie was no 
doubt but that the capital might have been 
I entered, tn a military point of view, under 
difiei'ent circutnstani e.s; but the must ca¬ 
lamitous consequences must have ctesued 
from such an occupation of it. The triumph 
of the allies in tins respect arose entirely 
from the eriots and iiifatualion of the late 
ruler of France. Had he not removed 
himself to such a distance liuni the capital, 
had he not made so many false inilitury 
movements from that spirit of txjggeia- 
tion which he sustained to the last mo¬ 
ment, and if prince Schwartzeubcig, by a 
prompt and decisive inauceuvie whuh 
would imuiortali//e him as a genet al, had 
not appeared to full iiiio the .snare which 
was laid fur him, by wbich means he 
gained at least live iiiaiches upon hit, an¬ 
tagonist, the French troops might have 
been interposed between linn and Paiis, 
and which, if then entered at all, must 
have been entered as a scene of warfare 
apd misery, and not in triumph. 

An impression had gone abroad, he 
knew, that the uegociaiions at Chatillon 
were, broken oft’, in consequence oi iiiu-lli- 
geoce received ihete of the transactions 
that had taken place at Bourdeaux. No> 
thing could be more unfounded thdii that 
supposition. Tbe movement in the 'west 
of France was certainly known at Cbatil- 
lon, but the farther progiess of tbe nego- 
ciations was not susisended until the allies 
were unequivocally convinced that Buo- 
napartF was tiifling with tbe uegoci- 
ators Tbe immediate consequtme of 
breaking oil' those negociatiuns was the 
advance of tbe alhed at my, composing a 
body of 100 , 01)0 men to the gates ot Faiis; 
, and he trusted the House vi ouiki feel that 
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the manly declaration put forth by them would be perfectly able to muinttiin her 
when there, contributed easenlialiy to that independence. Although the arrange* 
happy and prosperous termination of the ments oh that subject were not roniplcte 
contest which afterwards look place. That in the Treaty which had airead 3 ' been 
declaration, which announced the determi- signed, they would be concluded, and he 
nation of the allies not to interfere in had no doubt satisfactorily to alt parties, 
whatever might be the decision of the in the negociations which were approach- 
people of France, with respect to their fu- ing. If in the general arrangement new 
tore government, gave an impulse to the combinations of territory took place, that 
public feeling which could not have ex* would not be surprising after a war of such 
i&ted under any other circumstances. It duration and extent, in the course of which 
wai a spontaneous movement on their part, the limits of kingdoms and empires bad 
The first comniiinication received from been in a stale of perpetual fluctuation. 
Paris, by the allies w’hile they were at With respect to tht liborality which had 
Chatilhm, which could at all be regarded been manifested by this country in her 
as an authentic iiistrumetu of an\' persons colonial cessions to Fiance, he would only 
of consideration there, was after the nip- say', tliat there was no principle of the 
tore of the negociations at Chatillon had truth of which he and those with whom 
been made known in Paris, and that there he had the honour to act were more per- 
existed no prospect of any pence being suaded than this; that it was expedient 
concluded with the head of their govern* fully to open to France the means of 
ment. peaceful occupation, and that it was not 

Having thus entered into those cxplana* the interest of this couiitiy to make her a 
tions which he thought the occasion re- military and a conquering, instead of a 
quired of him, he should now proceed to commercial and a pacific nation. It was 
stale the principles by which (ireat llri- on another piiiicipie that wc had withheld 
tain had been guided in nogocialiiig the from France Tobago, namely, that it had 
Treaty then before them. The language been first settled by Great Britain* and 
uuifuimly held by this country to the con* that in fart every individual at present on 
tinent had been, ihat if the people of F.u* the island was a subject of (Jreat Britain, 
rope weie willing to fight for their own The French government, feeling the force 
liberties, Knglaiid would stand by ihem, of this circumstance, had not dissented 
and aid their ellhrts; but if, from want of from our withlioiding the island of Tobago 
ability or want of inchintioii, they shi uiik from our other West India cessions. With 
from the contest, (hat then England was respect to the East Indies, our propositions 
determined to do justice to herself, and had been met by the French government 
would provide by her own strength for in a spirit of the utmost fairness and tc- 
her own security. We had conquered conimodation; and with an evident dispo- 
every colony belonging to France. Not sition to come to an equitable adjustment, 
a flag waved among them that was hostile It had been laid down by us us a principle, 
to this country: but we were, notwith* that where the empire was |iractitally on 
standing, disposed to make large and li* the side of one pow'cr, it was better for the 
beral surrenders of our conquests, if we happiness of India and for the peace of 
could be satisfied that they would con- the two European states that France should 
tiibufc to the permanent tranquillity of entirely abandon the empire of India to 
Europe. It was necessary, we contended, us on the one hand, while, on the other, 
that France should be reduced in her ter- w« should afi'nrd to France every facility 
ritorial limits, and, above ail other points, of commerce in that quarter of the globe, 
we maintained the necessity of restoring To this the French government acceded, 
that ancient and faithful power Holland, Her commercial stations in India were, 
and pioviding such a barrier for her as therefore, ceded to her, with the exception 
would secure her against any future en- of the IMauritias, which had been claimed 
croachmeiits upon her liberty and inde* by thf British governnient, not on account 
dendence. In proportion, ton, as Holland of anv commercial advantages resulting 
Could be made strong and secure, her from its possession, but because in time of 
claim lo the restoration of her co!iinie» war it was a great maritime ntiirance, 
would be considered by os as advanceti liighly detrimental to our commeri-.-. In 
with additional force and propriety. the two last wars, the injury to onr com- 

Ht- trusted that Holland, with the pro* roerce by the occupation ol ihe Mauritius 
posed union of territory and possessions, on the part of the enemy, «s a cruising 

station was incalculable. 
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While on the subject of withholding 
tome of the French colonies, he would 
recar to the West Indies to obserTe, that 
we had there retained St. Lucie, not for its | 
commercial adrantages, but on the fob i 
lowing grounds: France possessed the { 
four best ports in the West Indies. We j 
had no port at all equal to them. Ttiose 

f iorts were Guadaloupe, Martinique, St. 
,acie, and the Saints. It bring the opi- i 
nion of our naval authorities, that one of ’ 
these was necessary to our security, we 
had demanded the Saints, as the least va¬ 
luable in any other respect than as a bar- 
boar; being little more than a barren 
rock. The French government had an 
impression, however, that the possession of 
the Saints was essential to tiie preservation 
of Guadaloupe. To us it certainly did 
not appear that Guadaloupe would be at 
all endangered by our occupying the 
Saints ; but as all that we wanted was a 
good port, we accepted the offer of the 
French government to give us St. Lucie, 
an island wh: :h was more valuable in other 
respects (although not to a great degree) 
than the Saints. He hoped, therefore, 
that tlie House would perceive in the 
whole course of these arrangements, that 
his Majesty's government had been actu¬ 
ated only by a wish to secure the posses¬ 
sions of Great Britain, and that they enter¬ 
tained no desire whatever to cut down the 
coramercidl prosperity of France. With 
respect to the Newfoundland fishery, he 
was fully aware of the gieat importance of 
that subject; but it appeared to him that it 
would have been invidious, and that it would 
only have excited a feeling of jealousy, to 
have tried to exclude France from the 
•hare in that fishery which bad been se¬ 
cured to her by her two preceding treaties 
with Great Britain. 

As to the question of indemnity, jthc 
article in the Treaty relating to that sub¬ 
ject was extremuly interesting in its na¬ 
ture. Although his Majesty’s ministers 
felt that they could not dictate to an inde¬ 
pendent government the course which it 
should pursue in its internal administra¬ 
tion, they could not contemplate, without 
great pain, the probable establishment of a 
system ot peipetual resentment in France. 
But they lelt also that they should injury 
the cause of conciliation if they did more— 
they never attempted to do more, than to 
obtain indemnity for those individuals, 
obnoxious by their proceedings to the ex¬ 
isting government of France, who were 
inhabitants of the ceded colonies. Un* 
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donbtedly, how'ever, bis Majesty’s go¬ 
vernment recommended most strongly to 
the French government an abstinence from 
ail ulterior measures ol a severe and san¬ 
guinary nature, although they had not the 
right to dictate the practice of such mode¬ 
ration.—A right lion, gentleman had put a 
question to him with respect to the state 
of Naples. When it was recollected, 
however, that the British government had 
contracted no engagement with the person 
at the head of that state, but that iiieicly 
a cessation of arms had been agreed upon, 
it could not be expected that he should 
explain the course of policy which it vtas 
probable would be eventually pursued with 
respect to it. 

Upon the whole, he flattered hiniseif 
that the dei pest impression had been made 
upon the coniuieiit ol ilie disinteiestedness 
ofEngland. lie flattend himself ihatit had 
been incmitrovertibly manifested, that the 
whole policy of England throughout the 
war had been founded on the g'eat and 
broad principle ol contending lot the 
common secunty. lie flattered himself 
that all the imputations, that we had en¬ 
gaged in tlie w'ar or coniinued it for pui- 
poses of selfish ambition, had been re¬ 
moved ; that the conduct of Great Biuain 
had been vindicated; that it had been 
proved she bad been driven into the wai by 
nothing short of an over-iuling necessity ; 
and that she was ready to sacrifice rveiy 
thing, of which, for her own securiiy, she 
had been reluctantly compelled to take 
possession, as soon as it was inaniresled 
that she could make that saci dice without 
danger. If (concluded the noble loid) 
the country lias for 20 years sustained the 
most severe burdens, and sustained them 
with a noble fortitude, it is at least grati¬ 
fying to her to find, that she has come out 
of the tremendous contest in which she has 
been engaged with the accomplishment of 
that security for which she contended; 
and with a reputation unstained by re- 
}>roacb. She bravely stood by the powers 
of Europe in circumstances of unprece¬ 
dented peril; feeling that it was her duty 
to enter the list in defence of all those 
moral and political principles which were 
endangei ed—abstaining from too cauiious 
and minute a calculation of the chances of 
the conflict, and leaving the result to Pro¬ 
vidence, we have at length. Sir, closed 
the war, as conquerors, certainly—but en 
joying the benedictions, not only of those 
witli whom we fought, but ultimately <>1 
those against whom we fought. There is 
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no feeling more powerful in Paris at this 
moment than veneration for the English 
character. i>ir, I trust that the course 
which we have pursued through the whole 
oi this eventful crisis, will prove perma« 
nenlly beneficial to the world. I trust 
lint the emergency which placed the 
Fn nrh family, and so large a portion of 
Frtiicli subjects, in England, will in its 
consequences soften the asperity which 
has too long subsisted between the two 
countries, and which has been the preg¬ 
nant source of rivalry and war. I trust 
that feelings of mutual kindness have been 
implanted in the breasts even of tiie lower 
ordet' ot the people in the two nations, 
and tlin iney may long retain the rela¬ 
tions of pi'ace and friendship. If no other 
biesstn . had heon derived from all that has 
happe n'd, n w.mJd be no uns.itisfaclory 
one to tcel that the soell is dissolved by 
whn h Great liriiain and France were 
supposeii to be iieres^arily enemies. It is 
the nitetesi of both count)us to foster the 
amirabie dispositions which have arisen. 
For the inclination of the Mritish govern¬ 
ment to do so, 1 run s>alely he responsible. 
Kor can I hesitate lorn moment to believe, 
that .such will he the di^irc matnte«ttid hv 
the government of Frenee. .Sir, vte le- 
ceived the family of iiic Homhnns in this 
couttliy in the manner in which I hope we 
shall alwav''receive ilie unforliinate and the 
virtuous 1 believe that diai lamily enter¬ 
tains towards us in return the utmost cor¬ 
diality of sentiiiient. 'A e icted tairly and 
candidly tiy them. We told them, that 
although we wu>hcd them success, we 
could not pre iiaturely mix then cause 
with ours. When the French peo|>le le- 
turned to their .diegiance to that family, 
we were aniun^ the first to recognise their 
title, and to iMOgiaiolate them on their 
reatorauan to the throne of iheir ancestors. 
Sir, 1 am sure that the lloose must feel, 
that the situation in which tbii> country is 
placed by all these Kloituiis events doe.s us 
immortal honour. We have no small 
reason to be grateful to the illustrious per¬ 
son at the head of tlie government, for 
having taken rhaiire «f the vessel of the 
state at a moment of the utmost peril and 
alarm By the e.irno'*fness with which 
that illasirinus person has discharged his 
public doty—by the tigou* with which 
he .supported he i ause of (iur allies—by 
the uiirclaxing sy'tem of policy which 
he maintained in all our various relations, 
he has had the supreme satisfaction of re¬ 
storing peace, not only to this country but 
( VOL. XXVlll .) 


JuiTB SO, 1814. 

to Europe. Sir, his Royal Highness hat 
another most valuable and most lasting 
graUfication—that—although that vener¬ 
able individual is unfortunately incapable 
of participating in the joy of the times—. 
he has thus fulfilled the wish which was 
nearest the heart of his sovereign and 
father, while his Majesty sat on the throne. 

Mr. W. Smith could not refrain fromi 
warmly expressing bis thanks to the noble 
lord for his lumtmous exposition of those 
principles which could lead only to a just 
and successful issue. The noble lord, like 
that gallant commander whose achieve¬ 
ments had so frequently been the theme 
of the apjilause of that House, appeared 
to rise with the difficulties which he had 
to encounter. lie thanked the noble lord 
for having so fully justified the confidence 
which he (Mr. S.) and those of his friends, 
with whom he was in the habit of political 
concurrence, had expressed their willing¬ 
ness to repose in him ; and when he con- 
sidered the great ability displayed by tbs 
noble lord in the late negociations, and 
contemplated the probability that be 
would assist in those which were ap- 
proarliiug, he entertained a rising hope, 
and an increased confidence, that even 
lliai unfortunate subject which was the 
only cause of the least difference of opi¬ 
nion with respect to the Treaty, might be 
happily terminated. It was his perfect 
convicMon, that if, at the commencement 
of the long war in which we had been 
engaged, aiTairs had been conducted in 
the sj/uit manifested by the noble lord, 
the coti'.est would many years since have 
been brought to a happy termination; 
and the country would have happily 
saved a tiundred millions of debt and the 
io.'ii of thousands of lives. 

The Address, as amended, w’as then 
agreed to; and at two in the moruing the 
House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Thursday, June 30. 

Slave Tbade.] The Marquis of Lane- 
dotvnetose, pu.’'suanf to notice, to move an 
Address to the Prince Regent, on the sub¬ 
ject of the Slave Trade. In this Addfe-ss 
he hoped for the ananimous concurrence 
of their lordships, as it 'was only following 
up their own address on this subject, pre¬ 
sented on a former occasion. Their lord* 
ships, he trusted, would always be ready 
to follow up so laudable an endeaww* as 
that of procuring the utter aboUtioA of 
(2H) 
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this detestable traffic, seconded as they 
were by the unanimous voice of the couii* 
try, echoed from one end of the isla^ to 
the other, to the iniuKtrt,il honour orthe 
nation. lie was one of those who thought, 
that some ^formation ought to have been 
protluceil, and some opinion to have been 
giver, on the omission to secure this great 
object: and be should not have sat silent 
when that subject was under considera¬ 
tion, bad not bis sentiments been so much 
better expressed by his noble friend near 
him. He should have been better satis¬ 
fied that the sense of tin ir lordships had 
been recorded, as to the imperfect .state 
in which any negociation must remain 
which permitted tile continuation of this 
traffic. This he sliould have wished to 
have been done, though he concurred in 
the approbation bestowed on the Treaty 
in other respects; but he was unwilling 
to distuib the unanimity which then pie- 
vailed. Every one, however, must feel 
how' necessary it was, that their lordships 
should follow up their previous address; 
how irnjiossible it was that they should 
quit die subject W'llhuul exjtressing their 
regret at the failuie which had already 
taken place, and their anxious desire as 
to what might be done in future.—He 
had now, there foie, prepared an address, 
tos^hiih he liusted none of their lord- 
ships could refuse their concurrence. It 
first expressed the deep regret of their 
lordships, that the endeavours of his Royal 
Highness to procure a complete and uni¬ 
versal abolition of the Slave Trade had 
failed of success. Something, however, 
Diight still possibly be done; and new 
proposals might be made to France on 
the subject of the Slave Trade, for the pur¬ 
pose of making new arrangements. This 
country had certainly the means of carry¬ 
ing such airangements into effect. It vaas 
not his intention to propose to their lord¬ 
ships, to stale particulaily the nature of 
that variety of grounds upon whicn a re¬ 
ciprocal arrangement might be formed. 
If the imuiediate and complete abolition 
could not be procured, there might stul 
be nuaiisot saving the continent of Africa 
from ihe full ext'*nt of that dreadful visita¬ 
tion svliH'h must result from the revival of 
this traffic—a traffic, which if persevered 
in, musidcstioy the very germ of civiliza¬ 
tion on that unhappy continent. If their 
lordships would east their eye over the 
map of Africa, they must see bow great 
an o^iportonity for extensive Mnfluence 
g>er a vast portion of that ountinent was 
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afforded by the command of the rivers 
Senega] and Gambia, especially the former. 
The French would have the command of 
the Senegal and very nearly ot the Gam¬ 
bia. They would even have the posses- 
sion of an island not above ten miles 
fiom the colony of Siena Lionc, culti¬ 
vated by a free pcpnlaiion, where the 
benefits of legitimate trade b.id already 
begun to be felt, and fioin which the best 
hopes remained of ixtinding the bks- 
suigs of civilization over the Afiic an con¬ 
tinent. This island could be of no use 
to the French except to be ocinpied a.s a 
slave station. These t cs&mns, comjiri.sing 
I,50() miles of coast, must, if ilie Slave 
Trade were continued, form a principle oi 
destruction of which the (flints would be 
pernicious beyond description. lie need 
not inform their lordships of the import¬ 
ance of certain geographic al points in ex¬ 
tending advantage'', or spreading dcstruc- 
linn over a country; and the great ililcls 
which might be produced by ilie posses¬ 
sion of such an exleieive I'lie of coast, 
not for the purposes ol monopoly of trade, 
but for the puiposti of pi eventing the re¬ 
vival of the Slave 'I’tade m those quarters-. 
He was desirous, then, oi pointing tlieir 
loidships’ attention to tins subject, be¬ 
cause, whether the Trade weie to hc' con¬ 
tinued for five years, or protrncted to a 
more distant period, it was of the highest 
importance, even to the iireiests «>f oui 
merchants, that some new anangtment 
should be made with Fiuine liejond 
that, the resolution stated the irnpori.iiK'e 
of giving all the weight to the counc.ls ot 
the Prince Ilegeni, whn h the universal 
opinion of the W'hole body of the nation 
could give at the approaching Congress. 
This was done in the hopes that "they 
might be enabled to procure there a de¬ 
claration that this dc striiciiv’e trallic was 
contrary to the law' of nations, and there¬ 
fore to be abolished over the whole civi¬ 
lized world, that this piincipic of desiruc- 
tiun might at length be cxiiiiguished. 
He concluded by moving an address ex- 
pre-ssivcof the deep regret ft It by thoir 
lordsbip.s, that the exeilions of his royal 
highness the Prinre Regent, for the* aboli¬ 
tion of the (Slave U'raftic, had not been at¬ 
tended with more complete ‘■uccess, and 
also expressing the c-arncst hope of their 
lordships, that his Royal Highness might 
be able to form new arrangements with 
France for the purpose of bringing about 
this desirable resub. At the same timo 
entreating, that hia Royal Highness would 
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use his utmost endeavours at the ap> 
proiiching Congress to procure a declara* 
tion, that this traffic was contrary to the 
law of nations, and one which ought to be 
abolished over the whole of the civilized 
world. 

The Ear! of Selkirk seconded the mo¬ 
tion. Whatever might be their diflereiice 
of opinion as to other points, all must 
agree, that in tilts respect ail had not been 
gained which their lordships and the 
country might have reasonably expected. 
The only doubt must be as to the prac¬ 
ticability of the object which it was the 
design of the Address to secure. He was 
iinppy, however, that the noble marquis 
thought that the arrangement which had 
taken place was susceptible of some modi¬ 
fication. He was willing to hope, that 
much might as yet be done; and it was 
certainly highly desirable, that, to give 
grcdtcr weight to the endeavours of the 
Prince. Regent’s advisers, the opinion of 
their lordships and the public should be 
strongly expressed. 

I'be Karl ol Liverpool said, that be in¬ 
tended to confine himself to a very few 
observations, as he completely concurred 
tn the motnm. But while regret was ex¬ 
pressed at more not having been done, be 
ihooghi it was proper that satisfaction 
should be exprc.<tsed at what bad been 
done, O'! far as SivedcMi and the united pro¬ 
vinces oi Holland were concerned. Tliis 
was a point of the greatest importance, 
especialiy with respect to the abolition by 
Iloliand, which power might have carried 
on the Trade to a.s great or a greater 
extent than France. Apprehensions had 
been expressed of its being carried on j 
by B. ilish capital under the flags of those 
nations by which it might not have been 
nboli-slicd. Tins might have been done 
with much greater facility under the Dutch 
flag than under any other. He proposed, 
therefore, to iinroduce into the Addre.ss, 
words expressive of their satisfaction at the 
abolition by Sweden and Holland, espe¬ 
cialiy by the latter, preceding the ex¬ 
pression of their regret at the failure with 
regard to France. 

The Marquis of Lmdsdawne had no ob¬ 
jection whatever to this amendment. 

Lord Grenville not only had no objection 
to the amendinent, but was happy m hav¬ 
ing an opportunity of applauding the con¬ 
duct of goveriimeut so far, and the wise, 
enlightened, liberal, and humane policy, 
which, in this respect, actuated the guvern- 
aaetttB of Sweden and HollaBd, especially 
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of the latter. Mo one could better ap> 
prcciatethe firmness, spirit, and huroainiy 
displayed by the person at the head of that 
gonrnment, than he could, knowing, as 
he did, the sentiments which prevaih'd 
throughout Holland on tiiis subject. This 
was a most auspicious ronimeticemeiu of 
his goverameiii, and afforded the sure.st 
pledge, that he would not be swayed by 
popular favour, nor by popular censure, 
at the expellee of justice, humanity, and 
religion. He agreed that Holland might 
undoubtedly have carried on the traffic to 
the full extent to which the noble earl bad 
alluded, considering her large and nume¬ 
rous colonial establishments which h<id 
come into our possession under far diH'e- 
rent circumstances, sfhd which were no 
doubt now to be restored. The Prince of 
Orange had the merit and the satisfaction 
of preventing, as far as in him lay, the 
revival of that horrid tiaffir, which had so 
long spread the most frightful carnage 
and devastation over the continent of 
Africa. No man could be more ready 
than he was to declare, that tlie Prince of 
Orange deserved tlie highest applause and 
admiration of every leeiing mind. He 
should be sorry to desiioy I'le unani¬ 
mity winch was tio desirable on an occa¬ 
sion of this kind, when the object was, if 
possible, to regain the ground which had 
been lost: 3'et to any form of address 
which might import a desire merely for a 
qualdied attainment of the object, or whicil 
should imply any sanction of ‘he postpone¬ 
ment of the period of the ubolnion, he 
could never have agreed, in this Address, 
however, pointing to a renewal of the dis¬ 
cussions with France on the subject, he 
most heartily and entirely' concurred. He 
agreed with his noble biend that Great 
Bi itain had* the means of making a ik w 
reciprocal arrangement whub might be 
saiisfactcry to all partie.«j and, heiier w ere 
it to give up all our acquisiiions than 
consent to the revival of this mhumaii anfl 
horrible traffic. A doubt existed as to 
the question, whether any' of our settle¬ 
ments could be surrendered without the 
consent of parlumient} and, if there was 
any doubt on that bead, the least ibi.t 
could be done by their lordships wa.. to 
express ilieir earnest opinion and di^ie 
111 this manner. He hoped the ics It 
would be that which they ail socaim'.lly 
weshed.—tile coinplete and evcil.isnDg ex- 
tinctiun of this detestable tiadic- from 
among civilised nations. 

The Addeest was then agreed to uem. dits. 
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Thursday, Jme 30. 

Wpstminsiir El potions.—-R i -port on 
THE PtriiroN OF Tiiii Hioh Bailiff of 
WESTMiiNsri R-l Ml. LijiUturt presented 
the lollowmg Report (inm ihc Commitlee 
on the Petition oi' the High Bailiff of West- 
lDiii'<ter. 

The Committee to whom the Petition 
of Arthur Moiris, bailifTot the libeity 
of the dean and chaptei of West- 
minsler, was rel. rred, to report the 
same, as it should app« ar to them, to 
the House, together with their ob> 
servatious thereupon; and also, the 
Minutes of the JRvuIence taken betore 
them and to wliom the liepoit 
winch, upon the llih day of June, 
]S11, was made from the Committee 
appointed to enquiie into .md examine 
the nature of the office ol High 
Bailiff oi Westminster, and the Duties 
and Burthens incident thereto, was 
also referred 

Have, pursuant to the order of the House* 
examined the matters to them leierred; 
and have agreed to the tollowiug Ripnrt: 

That, in pursuance of tlie recommenda' 
tion containtd in the Report which has 
been referred to your Committee, an Act 
was passed in the 51st year of the reign of 
his present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act 
to extend an Act made in the 1 Bth year 
of his late majesty king George the second, 
to explain and amend the laws touLhing 
the elections of knights of the shire to 
serve iii parliament lor England, respect¬ 
ing the expences of hustings and poll 
clerks, so far as regards the city oi West- 
minster;” whereby, after reciting that 
there is no convenient public building 
within the said city wherein to bold the 
election, and to take a poll in writing of 
the electors, in the event of the same being 
legally demanded ; and that, by leasou of 
the populousness of the said city, the 
taking of a poll in writing Is attended 
with considerable expeiice, from the 
numl»r of clerics necessaiily employed 
therein; and that controversies had of 
late arisen as to the payment of the ex¬ 
pences attending the building of a con- 
TOdient booth or hustings, heretofore 
usoally erected tor the holding of such 
election, and of the expences attending the 
clerks employed in the taking of a poll 
when demanded; it was enactefl, « That 
at all times, from and after the passing of 
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the said Act; upon every election of a 
citizen or citizens to serve for the said city 
of Westminster in parliament, the bailiff, 
or in his absence his sufficient deputy, 
should appoint, make, or erect, or cause to 
be appointed, made, or erected, at the cx- 
penre of the eandidaie or candidates, a 
convenient booth or place for htdding the 
election; and the said hail iff’or deputy 
shonid, in case of a poll being demanded 
by any of tlie candidates, or any two or 
more of the electors, appoint a convenient 
number of clerks, not <x(eeding in the 
whole the number of 20, to take the poll 
(whii h said clerks should be at the ex¬ 
pence of the candidates as aforesaid, and 
be paid not exceeding one guinea per day 
for e.ich clei k:) And it was further 
enacted. That in case any such bailiff', or 
his deputy as aforesaid, should wilfully 
offend against or act conn ary to the true 
int»-iit and nicuniiig ot the said Act, such 
baditl'or deputv should be liable to be pro¬ 
secuted by information or indictment in 
his Majesty’s Court of Ring's-bemh at 
Westminster, 111 which no noU prosequi ot 
cesset jyrocfssns sliould be granted; any 
law, custom, or usage, to the contrary iii 
any wise notwithstanding: and it was 
lastly enacted. That the said Act should 
continue and be ni force i’loni the passing 
thereof until the Isl day ol August, J8J3.” 

That by a subsequent Act jiassed iii the 
5.‘Jd year of his present Majesty, the said 
Act was continued until the Ist day of 
January, i81<>. 

It appeared to your Committee, front 
the evidence of Mr. ’I'ooke, the deputy 
high bailiff of Wistmiiisier, that the cos*s 
and extra costs m the actions mentioned 
in the Report ot June, 1811, amouiiiiiig to 
about ,300/. are due to him in his profes¬ 
sional character as attorney to Mr. Moiris. 
—That since the passing ot the Act of the 
dlst (/uo. 3rd. an action was brought in 
October, 1812 , by the high bailiff, by the 
advice of an eminent cuunsed (Mr. Richard¬ 
son) against lord Cochrane, pursuant to 
that Act, for his share ot the expences of 
the hustings at the last general election, 
and he suffered judgment by default, and 
a verdict was then obtained for 225 /. and 
costs, which have since been paid ; and in 
that action the extra expences came to 
20/.—That in that election, the whole of 
the high bailiff’s expences amounted to 
550/.; but the jury, under the direction 
of the sheriff) assessed lord Cocfarkrie’s 
proportion at 225/., being the expence of 
hustings only, exckliiTe of poll clerks re- 
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taincd, and other expences incurred by 
the high bailift'—That if a poll had taken 
plat e, he could not have been ready to 
have complied with the Act, unless he had 
had a Huflieient nuini>er of poll clerks re« 
taioed befoie hand, and paid on such re¬ 
tain'r; as it is the invariable custom in 
elvctions for Westminster, to proceed to 
the poll after an adjuarnmentof two hours 
only.—>That be coiisulted Mr. liicbardson, 
and took his opinion, whether an action 
could be maintained against one of the 
candidates severally; and laid a case be¬ 
fore him, in which he inserted the follow¬ 
ing statement“ Mr. Brooks, junior, in¬ 
formed Mr. Tooke, that it was the inten¬ 
tion of the committee of the electors of 
Westminster to nominate sir Francis Bar¬ 
tlett, but that they had not yer determined 
who the other candidate slioaid be. Mr. 
Tooke accordingly, on the next day, went 
to Mr. Brooks’s, where be was introduced 
to the committee, to whom, at their re¬ 
quest, he gave the inibrination they re¬ 
quited, as to the time appointed and pro- 
hihle expences, &.c. which was minuted 
down by them in writing; and he was 
then iiifornied, that lord Cochrane having, 
by letter, explained bis political senli- 
^roenis to their satisfaction, he would be put 
*iri noiuinaiioii juintiv with sir Francis 
Burden,” And again, “ Mo Act can be 
proved to have been done by sir Francis 
Bnidetl, for securing his election ; indeed 
he put an advertisenieut in the papers dis¬ 
claiming any intention of accepting a seat 
in parliament; the only circumstance to 
be relied on, therefore, is bis having taken 
his‘•eat, and theieby sanctioned the nomi¬ 
nation ot linn by ins friends, and thus ac¬ 
quired the uaiiie and character of a can- 
ilidaie within the meaning of the Act, as 
held by bis lordship in the action between 
the parties, tiied at the nitting after 

Hilary Tiiin, iHQb, and reported ui 1 
Campbell.” 

Upon which sta'cment, Mr. Richard¬ 
son’s opinion was as follows: 

1 think that the bailiff is entitled, under 
the Ian* Act, to recover the necessary ex¬ 
pences of the husiitius as Ihiiiq a tunve- 
nient booth or place for holding the elec¬ 
tion, which he by the Act is required to 
appoint, make, or erect, at the expence 
of the candidates. But 1 do not think 
that he is entitled lo recover < he expence 
of the poll cleiks, because no poll was de¬ 
manded, nor any of the other expences. 
It may be a question, whether the action 


ought to be joint against the two candidates, 
or against each for bis proportion. I 
should be inclined to bring a separate 
action against one, in which if he should 
not plead in abatement, the whole may be 
recovered if the liability is joint; am if 
it should be held, that a moiety only can 
be recovered, that will be an authority for 
bringing another action for recovery of 
the other moiety.—As to the evidence, 
the writ, precept, and return, should be ad¬ 
mitted or proved : that the plaintiff acted 
as high bailiff; that the hustings were 
erected in the usual way, and were paid 
for by the plaintiff; that the defendant 
look tusseat for Westminster.” 

John Richaroson.’* 

“ Middle Temple, JS'Jan. 1813. 

After the verdict in the sheriff’s court 
against lord Cochrane, the under-sheriff 
saved the point of law as to the joint lia¬ 
bility of the candidates to the whole of the 
demand, and on that point so reserved, 
Mr. Tooke applied to the court, and the 
result appears, by Mr. Richardson’s letter 
to have been, '* That the court held that, 
as theie was no joint interest in the two 
candidates, nor any joint employment by 
them of the high bailiff the liability 
created by the Act was several.” 

That after the action against lord Coch¬ 
rane was brought, on the ground of the 
opinion given in that case, an action was 
commenced against sir Francis Burdett, 
for his moiety; and before such action 
commenced, Mr. Tooke’s [attention was 
called to the liability of a person who was 
an involuntary candidate, as appears by 
the passage already quoted from the case 
stated. That he consulted with Mr. 
Richardson repeatedly, and w'as governed 
by bis advice throughoutthe whole course 
of the proceeding. 

On the trial of the issue against sir 
Francis Burdett, no oilier evidence of his 
having the character of a candidate being 
adduced, than the circumstance of his 
having taken his seal, lord Ellenborough 
directed a nonsuit, subject to a point re¬ 
serve 1. In the ensuing term, after a con- 
sultai.un with the Attorney General, Mr. 
Park, and Mr. Kichardson, a rule am to 
set aside the nonsuit was granted, which, 
after solemn argument, was discharged ; 
the whole court agreeing with the Lord 
Chief Justice, That the defendant’s costs 
of the nonsuit wore taxed at 301., which 
were pajd by Mr. Tooke to the defendant’s 
attorney. The piamiiR’s coats of that 
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action, on a very reduced scale, amounted 
to the sum of 1^0/. nr thereabouts; and 
the proportion unpaid of that election was 
3251., being expence incident to 

hustings only, and 100/., poll clerks and in¬ 
cidental expcnccs. 

Your ('’ouiinittee farther find, from the 
examination of Mr. George Giles Vincent, 
chapter clerk to the dean and chapter of 
Westminster, that be had examined the 
archives «f the church of Westminster, 
and seen a paper which mentions the cir¬ 
cumstance of the elections of the repre¬ 
sentatives of the city of Westminster 
being held in Tothill-fields, and when 
onntestod, the meeting was adjourned to 
the porch of Covent-gardeii cliurch ; that 
as well as he can recollect, it is mentioned 
only in allusion to what had been the case, 
not that it was bO practised at that time of 
day; and the paper was of the time of the 
usurpation. 

Your Committee further find, that at 
the contested election of 'IVentUarn and 
Vandeput, anu which was the most re- 
maikable for its duration, there were 
hustings erected .st that time, and the can¬ 
didates or their friends paid the expenccs 
of them; and that Mr. Wisbait, a gcniie- 
inaii aged about 04, and wdiose father and 
himself had always lOMdc-d in We.stmin- 
ster, and interested themselves in its eke- 
tions, knew that the candidates or their 
friends, nearly down to the present time, 
had paid such expences; and that he 
himself paid all the expenccs, including 
the hustings fee, to the high bailiiT, and a 
bond to the parish of Saint Haul Covent- 
garden, at the late Mr. Fox’s last elec¬ 
tion ; and that it was customary to give a 
bond to the church-wardens and overseers 
of that parish, for any damage that might 
be done to the church by the ereeiioti of 
the hustings. That he bad himself wit¬ 
nessed five or six contested elections, and 
was convinced that the hustings were ab¬ 
solutely necessary for carrying on the 
election, and for a due scrutiny of votes, 
which could not otherwise be carried on 
with safety to the voters themselves. That 
ifthehigh bailiffhad taken upon himself to 
neglect erecting hustings, there could have 
been no contested election carried on ; 
the whole would have been a scene of total 
confotion, a great deal of mischief must 
have been done, many lives lost, the peace 
of Westminster would have been endan¬ 
gered, and aged and infirm persons could 
not have got to the poll. 

Your C^mmitttK, with a yiew of ascer- 
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taining whether any duty at common law 
was imposed on returning oilicurs, to erect 
convenient buildings fur taking the poll 
atelections when nucessary, and to employ 
a competent number of pull cleiks, where 
tbc right of election might be vested in a 
numerous body of voteis, have referred to 
such law authorities as might be found in 
the books on this subject, and they have 
also looked into the statute law, with a 
view of discovering, if any declaratory en¬ 
actments existed with regard to the duties 
of returning officers, whether for counties, 
cities, or boroughs; and they find, that 
the uniform course of auihoriiy, opinion, 
and of the statute law also, excludes the 
idea of any duty at common law resting 
either on sberifls or other returning offi¬ 
cers, to take upon themselves the burthen 
of such heavy cxpences as might he in¬ 
curred in providing for such, though per¬ 
haps necessary, arrangements, except so 
far as it may have been their duty to ap¬ 
point a competent number of pull cleiks 
for county elections, in the case of 
Morris v. sir Fiancis Biirdeti, the lord 
chief justice Flileiiliorough held, that the 
Act of the ISth of George 2, c. 18, not ex¬ 
tending to cities or borough-, the returning 
officer fur the city of We.stminster migt^ 
have taken the puli either in the Guildhaff 
of Westminster, or in the open air; and 
even under the statute of the 18lh Geo. 2, 
c. 18, Air. Serjeant Heywood, a writer of 
considerable authority on the law of 
elections, is of opinion, “ That if none of 
the candidates require any booths or places 
for taking the puli, to be elected three 
day.c at least before the coinmeiu'cinenl of 
the poll, as directed by tliu Ibih Goo. t/, 
c. Ks; or jf no candidates are declare.(l 
previous to the election, but a contest 
comes upon the sbcnir by surprise, n hen 
the freeholders arc not to make their 
choice, the sherifl' i.s not empowered to 
erect any booths or polling places at the 
expcnce of the candidates, but must take 
the pull in some open or public place, and 
pursue the regulations of the 7lh and 8lh 
Will. 3, c. 25, exactly as if tiie 28tb Geo. 
2. had never passed ; except that, by the 
ninth section, be must allow a check-book 
for every poll-book, as where booths have 
been regolaily erected.” By the 7ih and 
8th of king William the 3d, the elections 
in counties are to be holden at some con¬ 
venient place, and the sheriff is com¬ 
manded to appoint a competent number of 
poll clerks. By the lOih of queen Anne, 
the aberiff of Yorkshire is directed to 
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appoint seven tables for taking the poll; 
and by the 1 8th of Geo. 2, before recited, 
booths are to be erected and poll rierks 
appointed, at the expence ot the can¬ 
didates. 

Your Committee, on referring to the 
Petition of the high bailifi^ and to tite He- 
port made by the former committee, think 
it thfir duty to point out, that the prayer 
of such petition refers to losses sustained 
by the hi;>h bailifl', at distinct periods and 
under diileient circumstances. The first 
head oi losses, amounting in the whole to 
the sum of IDs. 2d. being the sum 

of 1,209/, 10s. 2d. sj>ecifically stated in 
such report, together with 300/., or there¬ 
abouts, being the costs and expences al¬ 
luded to therein, of the high bailifi'in en¬ 
deavouring to sub->tantiatc his supposed 
claim at law, and vihich loss o( 1,599/. 
jOs. 2d. was incurred by him at a time 
when no law existed, compelling him to 
erei^t hiiatings, or to employ as it seem!, 
above one poll cleik ; and when no right 
was vested in him to recover any part ef 
the* expences of such arrangements against 
any oi the candidates or other peisons, 
except such right as might result from any 
fecial promise made for such purpose. 

le second head of los.s, amounting to 

'5/. was incurred after the Act, ol the 
51st of lii.s prcsdit Majesty, had cast the 
indispensable obligation of erecting hust¬ 
ings, and employing poll clerks on the 
high bailitlj and had enforced that obliga¬ 
tion, by punishing the failure of its dis¬ 
charge as a misdemeanour. With regard 
to this latter head of loss, your Committee 
observing, that as it was the clear object 
of the last«rccitcd Act, not only to pro¬ 
vide suitable cunvenieiicics for taking the 
poll at We.stinin8ter, with order, regularity, 
safety, and justice, but also to indemnify 
the high bail id'against any expences which 
might result from his complying with 
these regulations ; and as the Act was 
deficient, inasmuch as it did not provide 
for the rase of an involuntary candidate, 
or for the indemnification of the high 
bailifl* from any other source ; and as the 
public have derived the whole lienefit in¬ 
tended to be effected by these enactments, 
but at the cost and charges of the high 
bailiff; he has, on these grounds, made 
out a good title to the favourable conside¬ 
ration of parliament, of this part of the 
prayer of his petition, to the extent of the 
whole of the loss set forth in such part of 
it. And with regard to the fi'st head of 
loss, amounting to the sum of lOs. 2d. 


your Committee observe, that though 
It does not stand precisely on the same 
ground for consideration and indemnifica¬ 
tion, it does neverUieless present itself to 
their view, in a light which appears to 
them so strong, as to justify their recom¬ 
mendation of It to the attention of parlia¬ 
ment. It was at no lime (as is clearly 
shewn) the duty of the high bailiff to 
erect any hustings whatsoever, nor is it 
certain that he was ever bound to employ 
more than one poll clerk ; he might have 
taken the poll in the Guildliall of West¬ 
minster, or in any open place, or in the 
fields: he might have rvfuscd to have 
acted upon any special promise whatever, 
for indemnification for the expences of 
any hustings, or the employment of 2fi 
poU clerks, which your Committee loam 
have lately been necessary to be retained. 
But, had be so proceeded to lake the poll, 
it is manifest, that all the conseijuences de¬ 
scribed in Mr. WisUart’s evidence, must 
htfvu fullow'cd ; riot, confusion, and dis¬ 
order, and a total want of justice to all 
parties. The aged and infirm would have 
lieeii excluded from exercising their rights ; 
and if any proceedings in the form of a 
poll, could have been carried on, the 
effective rights of election would have 
been exercised by tiie most violent and 
the least opulent. And at conclusion of 
such a proceeding, no return could have 
been made which could have satisfied 
the due execution of the laws, or any of 
the candidates of electors; excepting 
those who might have connived to have 
availed themselves oi a scene of confusion, 
not and injustice. That the maintaining 
good order and uniformity of proceeding 
within the city of Wistmiiister at election>!, 
is of great consequence to the whole king¬ 
dom; is not only obvious in itself, hut is 
expressly declared in the Act of the.'> 1st 
of Ills present Majesty. I'he high baiiifi' 
has then pieservcd that good order, pre¬ 
vious to the passing of the Act, hut at his 
ixpence, ami to the injniy of bis piivate 
fortune. He has done that at alt times 
heietofore, winch this last mentioned Act 
has declared necessary to be done berc- 
aher; but he has not been remtineraied 
for it, as the same Act lia.s dechied that 
he ought to be. And the public, iiiieresied 
in ths regularity of the«e proceedings, 
have derived all the benefit fruni Ins past 
arrangements, but at his expence and loss, 
which this Act oontempla'ed would be se¬ 
cured to it, by rendering the continuation 
of die same precautions impcraiive on b in 
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for the fttkite. Under thesecircomituices, 
your Committcp, having distinctly no¬ 
ticed ihe two separate grounds on which 
thcM two distinct claims stand, do not he- 
utale to recommend this head of loss also 
to the favourable consideration of par¬ 
liament. At the same time observing, 
that from the whole of the evidence it 
floes appear, that the probability of such 
heavy losses never entered into the con¬ 
templation of either the predecessor of 
the high bail ifl’, or of the high baiiiifbimself 
at the time be purchiased his situation ; or 
that the fees and emoluments of the office 
were either adequate to or intended to 
cover them. Your Committee further no¬ 
tice, that both beads of loss include the costs 
of actions brought against candidates to 
recover a compensation for the above 
t'xpence. But they also observe, that if 
the high baiiilF had not taken every 
means in his power to procure reimburse¬ 
ment from the candidates, according to 
the provisions of the last-recited Act, it 
would have been most justly objected to 
him, that he could have no title whatever 
to public indemnification, if he had not 
first attempted all those modes of pri¬ 
vate reimbursement, which either custom 
seemed to warrant, or a positive statute to 
direct to be adopted. 

Corn Laws.] Mr. il/fVnesaid, he was 
instructed by the corn Committee to state 
to the House, that the Committee had met 
from day to day to collect evidence on 
the important subject referred to their en¬ 
quiry, that a considerable number of wit¬ 
nesses, summoned by tbe Committee, bad 
been examined ; but that hitherto no per¬ 
son had offered himself to give evidence 
in support of any of the allegations con¬ 
tained in the numerous petitions referred 
to the Committee; that the Committee, 
was desirous to obtain every possible in¬ 
formation on the subject, and to give every 
facility to tbe petitioners to be heard be¬ 
fore them, and that it was therefore the 
wish of the Comiuittee, that gentlemen 
who had presented petitions on tiiis sub¬ 
ject, either from their own immediate con¬ 
stituents, or from any other body of the 
cofumnniiy, should apprize tbe parties 
that tbe Committee was ready to bear 
them, and any witnesses to be produced 
on their behalf, in support of their respec¬ 
tive petitions. 

The Speaker said, as the hon. gentle¬ 
man, he supposed, did not intend to make 
any motion on tbe subject, the only coarse 
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of proceeding was, to inform tbe Com¬ 
mittee, that they were now at liberty to 
make their Report forthwith. 

The Duke ov Wi.i.ltngton,] Lord 
Cantlereatih re^mrted at the bar, from the 
committee appointed to wait on his grace 
the duke of Wellington, to know what 
time be would appoint, at which, to re¬ 
ceive tbe congratulationH of tbe House ; 
that his grace had expressed his gratitude 
for the honour which it was intended to 
confer upon him. and had signified that 
he was desirous of expressing to the House 
his answer in person.—(Hear, hear!) 

Lord Castlereagh suggested, that a 
quarter before five to-morrow, would he 
the best time, and the Speaker intimated 
that the honourable members would take 
that as a notice. 

Bsnk Restriction Act.] Lord A. 
Httniiltoiit with a view to save the time of 
the Ilou.se, asked the right hon. gentle¬ 
man opposite, sshether he had it in con¬ 
templation to bring forward any motion 
relative to the restrictions upon the pay¬ 
ment of .specie at the Bank of England ? 
The right hon. gentleman’s answer would 
determine him what course to pursue wid||| 
respect to the motiou of which he hamP 
given notice. 

Tbe Chancellor of the Exchequer replied, 
that it was his intention to move to-mor¬ 
row, for the continuation of the restrict ions 
on the Bank, until the 2dth of Mar<-li, 
with a view ok seeing what operation peace 
and other circumstances might have on 
the money market. Parliament would at 
that period take what course it thought 
proper. For his part, he would abstain 
irom giving any opinion at present, as to 
the probability or improbability of the 
necessity of any further lestriction, at the 
time to which he had alluded.—He sulise- 
quenlly gave notice, that he would to¬ 
morrow move, thiit the House should re¬ 
solve Itself into a committee on the Bank 
Restriction Act. 

ParVARATIONS tN THE pAIlKS.] Mr. 
Wi/an said, ihat, notwithstanding the ex¬ 
planation given by the right hon. the 
Chancellor ot the Exchequer, on tbe pre¬ 
ceding evening, it apptared that the in¬ 
tention of exhibiting a ara fight on the 
Serpentine-river was not abandoned. The 
whole squadron, amounting to three two- 
deckers, and several frigates, remained at 
their nooriugs—ond, he understood, that 
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a launch bad taken place that morning, building* in Carlton^garden* were intend> 
(A ldugh).^lf the peace estabhahtnent uf ed for ? 

the Parks was to be kept op bo high, he C/mnceliorqftheExcheqturiatwered, 

thought it was necessary to lay some in- that the buildings alluded to by the right 
formation, on the sabject, before the hon. gentleman having been forwarded in 
House. It did not appear to him that the a considerable degree, before the allied 
scale of preparation in the Parks was at sovereigns left town, it was not deemed 
all contracted. He was happy, however, expedient to abandon them. Because, it 
to perceive, that the activity, formerly was presumed, though they were not ne- 
observable, was a little abated. The per- cessary, with respect to these great per¬ 
sons employed did not now, as heretofoie, sonages, yet they might be useful, if an 
work on Sundays, during the performance entertainment were given to any other 
of Divine servuc. But still, new towers, illnstiious characters, 
and new alcoves, continued,onotlier days, Mr. Tuermy observed, that the right 
to he houi ly elected. He should be glad bon. gentleman's explanation amounted 
to know uncler whose directions these pre- merely to this, that, because it was in- 
paratiniis were making, and what would tended to give an entertainment to the 
be the proliable expence. Ilewasofopi- allied sovereigns, who had left town, it 
inon, that, while the allied sovereigns was considered necessary to give a treat 
lemained in town, their reci'ptiori should, to somebody else. 

in eveij lesptct, be grand and splendid; Colonel Sir H'. Confrere said, when be 
bui noM they had departed, he could see was first called upon to give directions for 
no use in pioseculing those woiks. If the the making of fireworks, he had adopted 
amuxenieiiis were planned by the Lord j such a plan as was most likely to prevent 

Chambulaiii, he ceilaiiily thought Ins ' accidents. For this puipose, the houses 

taste must be very bad, to think ol exhi-1 from which the fiiewoiks weie to be dis- 
biting a sei-fis'ht on the Serpentine river, played, looked to three dificrent parts of 
and a iej;iit.i on the Cmal -—(A laugh.) ' the Paik, by which ilie piessnre of those 
Ttie Chutuellor of I'Ve Knhufuer hoped, l who came to view them would be divided, 

t i hoti gentleman was not c hagnned, t and the danger would be lessened. Tha 
cati-e the Lord Chaiiibeilam had super- j siil)|ect of tht"-e fiiewuiks had already af- 
inlended the prepaiatioiis tor ihe sea light, I forclc d imich amusement to the House, 
instead ol the first loid of ihc Admiralty. I me), he hoped, when they were exhibited. 
With icspect to the cjiiestion pul by the ^ ltie> woiilii aOord much more, la a con- 
hon. gentleman, he beln red the expence versation he had with h's right hon.friend 

of the buildings would be IUOoi)(. A (Mr,'ricrtiey), in tlic Paik, he had stated, 

general direction had originally been that 15,0'lOl. would cover ihewboleex- 
given, by the Trt asurv. to c'onstiuct them, pence, llis light hon. friend bad tliero- 
iii coii>ei]ueti< c of the arrival of I he allied foie inisimder^tood him, when he said it 
sovfcioign.*. At the tune of then depar- ' would take that sum to furnish the fire- 
ture, seven! ot those lemporaiy buildings, > woiks alone. He believed the fireworks 
some ot ihemtoi fiic-w«>iks,had been erect* ' would cost about 4,000/. It had been 
ed; and, as ail iii» niaunaU were pre-1 proposc'd, to laise a sum of money, by 
pared, it was thought aiivi..able to proi eed adniiUing individuals to see the fireworks, 
with them, as the exptnee would be very i which sum might be appiopriated to s >me 
little addiiioiial. ' great public chanty, to be expended m a 

Mr. Turniy said, tliey had been told bv mannei conimeniorative of recent events ; 
the light hon. gentleman that ihe build- | and it had also bt»n piopcsed to adroit the 
mgs were erected lor the purpose of en- [ better class of mhabnants of the metro- 
teitain'ng the allied sovereigns. Now, he ’ poiis, whose pe.iceful demeanour wascou- 
should be glad to know, as those lilustri* | spirnous on all occasions, to view them, 
ous * baracters weie gone, and were not | graii*, inside ol the Paik railings; but 
likely to return, why the buildings were nohtiig bad jet been determined on. 
still cairted oar The tight hon. gentle- With lespect to what had been said of 
man said, that, as (he frame work was pre-I ihc follv of the design, if most ol our 
paied. It would not cost much to put if ainusemenls were ronsidered abstractedly, 
togoihcr. Ceriainly it would cost no that quality would be found to form a 
more than the expence ol putting it up component part of them. He Imped how- 
and afterwards taking it asundei. He ever, that the hon. gentlemen opposite 
wished to be intnrraed, what the great might be induced, on this occasion! to re- 
(VOL.XXVIII.) (2 1) 
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lax a little from the severity of their 
wisdom, and not to vt«it a little harmless 
amusement with very heavy censnre. 

Mr. s<wd, on a great and pressing 
decasion, henould not oppose necessary 
works fortvarded on ttJo Sunday; 

bitt wherf (he object was a matter of meie 
public amusement, he conceived it to be 
n gross infraction of decoriiia and decency 
to employ men in active Uhotir on that 
day. [n forwarding the preparations in 
the Park, the people employed were 
obliged to woik on Wbit-Sunday, and 
weie exposed to the observation of all 
orders of persons, going to and coming 
from, their respective places of worship. 
M« should say no more on the subject, 
but merely express his hope, that such a 
proccudiijg would never be resorted to 
again. 

Petition of Mahy Anne Cutike 

*OAINST THE MlltSHAL OF THE KiNo's 

Bench.] Mr. 'iennet presented a Petition, 
which had been put into his hands, but foi 
the tiuth of the allegations of which he 
considered himself by no means respon* 
iible. It was from Mrs. M. A. C’Kuke, 
confined »n the Kin<>’s-beiich prison, com¬ 
plaining of oppression on the pai t of the 
keeper of the said prison. 

The I’etition was read by the tletfc. It 
stated, that Mrs. Clarke had born confined 
in the prison of the King’s-btuch, on the 
7th of February last; having been con¬ 
victed ot a libel on the light hon. W. 
Fitzgerald; that she had snflered great 
partiality and oppression from William 
Jones the Marshal, to whose ill treatment 
•he attrib'Ued her piesent ill stale of 
health, bhe was conBiied in a cell nine 
feet square, of which her hod occupied a 
considerable part, and which had but one 
small window, barricadoed with iron, 'fhe 
ajiproaches to her room were so obstructed 
that even her medical attendants found it 
diflicult of access. Underneath was a 
place to which the crier, and other subor¬ 
dinate officers of the prison, resorted, ai d 
from wb th she was annoyed with the 
fumes of tobacco, lamp oil, and other ef- 
fiuvim equally nansiuus and disagreeable. 
At ten o'clrit k, cnntraiy to the ordinary 
regulations id the prison, her cell was 
locked, and no om, not even a physician, 
was permitted to sisit her. Her illness 
had brought on a neirois fever, by which 
«he w.is so enfeebled as «» be haidly able 
to walk ; but although requiring air and 
> Exercise, she could not obtain ihc usual 
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indulgence in these cases—an indulgence 
which bad been granted to Mr. Alexander 
Davison, Mr. Manners, Mr. Draper, Mr. 
Bell, and a number of othefs, under cir¬ 
cumstances similar to her own, but who 
had been pernriued to reside without the 
walls of the prison. She would not have 
delayed her appeal to the House so long, 
had she not observed that a measure was 
in piogres.s in parliament, from which she 
had in vain expected lelief. She prayed 
that the House would take her singular 
case into consideration, and direct an en¬ 
quiry into the cause of her havinff been so 
treated. 

On the motion that the Petition be laid 
on the tabic, 

Mr. Pitteierald said : —Perhaps, Sir, I 
am not called upon to say any thing on 
the subject of the Petition which the hon, 
member has just brought up. 1 am sute 
that I should not be justified in saying 
much. But I have been referred to, 
though not by name, yet obviously in 
that statement which is about to be laid 
upon your table, and I feci that J owe it 
both to myself and to the House, not to 
I email! silent. To those svho know me, T 
tiiist, that I nted not disclaim any viii- 
diciive feeling. Sii, when the appbe^ 
(ion which is alluded to was made to me; 
J felt, as I believe cvcjy gentlemen even 
under the circumstances would feel, for a 
female suilering conRnement under the 
sentence of a court; but having taken 
these jvroceedings which I bad adopted 
from a sense of what was due to my own 
character, as well as to the laws, I felt 
also that if*Vrould ill become mo to inter¬ 
fere, even if I weie competent to do so. 
1 felt that such a course w'ould hardly ac¬ 
cord with the respect which Is doe to the 
admm'siration of public justice.~The 
marsh'll of the prison appeared to me to 
be the person with whom it was to rest, 
whether to grant or to refuse the indolgenco 
prayed for. But 1 did disire it to be com¬ 
municated, both to that oOicor and to the 
petitioner, that I was the last man in the 
woi Id who would interpos«' to prevent any 
indulgence being extended to her which 
her situation admitted of, or which he 
might deem it consistent either with his 
duty or the practice of the prison to giant. 
Sir, I need s.ny no more; I hope the i louse 
will forgive me for having said so much. 

The Petition WH8 then laid on the table, 
and Mr. Bennet gave notice, that he would 
to-morrow move that it be referred to a 
committee. 
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New Post Office.J Mr. said, 

the Huusic would be surpriied to find, that 
by a piivate Bill they were pledged to 
give the sum of 200,000/. of (lie public 
money, for the erection of a new Po»l 
Ofljee, on the city of London taking down 
ceitain buildings adjoining lo (Jheupsidc. 
Ill the coinnmice up stuiis on this private 
Bill, there were few but the city memberb 
who attended. If tins subject was enquired 
into, the House would find, that Uie re* 
jnovai of the Post Office was contrary to 
the wishes of ail the merchants of the city. 
A right hon. gentleman, nut now- in his 
place, had slated last night, tliat they were 
precluded from extending the Post Office 
in Its present situation, from difficulties re* 
garding the tenures of the property. Now 
he had counted up in this private Bill no 
fewer than HOO peisoits who had had their 
pos.scs.siuiis ukt'ii away from them. Yet an 
objection was made as to cni-arging the 
picseiit Post Office, whith would not take 
away the possessions of above bait a 
d</en people. 

'llie Chunccllor oj ihc Eichttptcr wished, 
lifloie ilie linn. genUeman proceeded far* 
tlu‘ 1 , to know what Ins object was at pre¬ 
sent t 

Mr Jjai’i/ig said, he wished to move that 
lu cir.nvings and plans of the intended 
I’ust Oifu <111(1 the eslnnales of the ex¬ 
pellees ol building, be laid bciore thellouM*. 

Thu SjHakiT assuitd the hon. gentle* 
man, that no (.oininillee above stalls could 
pledge the House lo any grant of money, 
if they agieed to any sin h proposition, 
theiepoit must be subuiiited to a coin- 
mitteu of the whole House. 

,\fter a desiiltoiy cunveriiiition between 
tlie CiiuiKellor of the Lxchuqiier, Mi. 
Baring, ai>l( riuan Atkiris, alderman Combe, 
and Mr. Iloiut. .*-iomnei, Mr. Baling post¬ 
poned his uiution till next week. 

Sfirits’ f.NT( K< ODUsc Bin..") The Chan¬ 
cellor oj iJte Kxc/uquer moved, that tiie 
House should lesulve itself into a com¬ 
mittee on this Bill, and suggested that it 
would be more convenient that counsel 
should be heard in the committee. He 
also moved, that it should be an instruc¬ 
tion to the committee, to consider what 
countervailing duties should be laid on 
Irish spirits inipnited into this country. 

Air. J. P, (irant, before the SpeakerJeU 
the chair, was anxious to know, whether 
the counsel employed by the petitioners 
against the Bill, would be allowed to de¬ 
liver their observations, as they tespeeUd 
the principle of the Bill. 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, the 
counsel were at libcily to stale their ob¬ 
jections to every pait of the Bill, but they 
must adhiit the necessity of some suen 
measure. 

Mr. Ifestern said, os the Bill was now 
drawn up, a gi(..iter iuju-itice was iunicied 
on the Biitish maniirai-tutcr, than existed 
under its I'rovisions originally. This Bill 
was intended to suspend the countervail* 
ing duties. Now, the spnit distilled by 
the British manuidciuier, had pa'd a duty 
of lOs, 4d. a gallon, and must ihtrefoie be 
sent lo the lush nnirket nmUr this disad* 
vantage. On the other hand, the lush 
spirit, which, on being entered ui waie* 
housed fur cxjiorialioti, paid no duty 
whatever, might, in the absence of the 
British countervailing duly, be introduced 
here completely unhurdeiwd. 

The VkancUb) of the Kzchequa'SAu\, if 
the hon. gentleman supposed, that lush 
spirits would be admitted into ibis country 
without a countervailing duty, he was 
completely mistaken. 

The House then resolved itself into the 
('oniiniUee, and counsel wcie calkJ ni. 
Air. Adam and Air. Scarlett wcie hcaid at 
the bar, on the pait of the Scotch and 
English distillers, wtio petitioned against 
the Bill. 

'I’lie Chancellor of the Exchequer tumm ked, 
that great wtight was due to the arga- 
inenls of counsel so eminent in their pro* 
fession, and, indeed, they had been in 
some measure anticipated by the guvern- 
nient, wiiose intention it was to piii all the 
throe pails of the einpiic on the same 
fooling. He should move a clause, which 
might be printed and discus.iol on some 
future day, that Scotch and Bnti-h spirits 
might be maiiufaciured for exportation 
duty-free, a'nd that a drawback should be 
allowed on the stock now in iiand. He 
was most anxious that es.scriHal justice 
should be done to -all parties; this was tbe 
way to fulfil both the letter and ii>e spirit 
of that immortal Act of the Union, which 
had consolidaud the empire into one mass 
with the same interesl.s. 

Air. Eontonby said, that nothing could 
be fairer than 'he propositiun and the 
ptiiiciples of the right hon. gentleman, 
lie might himself be supposed to feel 
some partiality for one part o( the Unitul 
Kingdom, but he would never consent 
I that advantages should be allowed to Ire* 
land winch were nut equally extended to 
ScotlaiHl and EngUnd. 

Mr„ IV» SetUh was glad hear these 
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ientimeots from his right hon. frirnd, and i in that House, by one of the mostrespecta- 
hoped that all the members from Ireland ble and eloquent asserters of the rights 
would act upon the same principle. For ' and privileges of the Catholics of Ireland, 
his own part, he desired nothing but whut I that not only was it his opinion that no 
was equal and impartial tor England. He ' benefit would accrue to the Catholic cause 
then proceeded to point out an advantage | from the discussion of it during the pre- 
which the Irish distiller had over the sent session, but that such was the opitiioti 
English one : which was, that the Irish | of most of the strenuous friends of that 
distiller was compelled by law to fuinisli cause, both in and out of parliament, 
only 10 tuns of spirits out of 400 oi wash, Entirely concurring as he did in the jus* 
though he could produce 1 5 tons; whereas tice of that opinion, it was not bis intention 
the English distiller must produce ]5. j to do more on the present occasion than to 
Mr. t¥. Fitzgerald cotiteiuled, that the move, that the Petition of the Irihli Catho* 
hon. gentleman had greatly exaggerated lies might lie on the table. But he felt 
the circumstances, and had assumed, that > that he should not taithfully discharge his 
the Irish distillers were desirous of com* I duty to those whohad entrusted then cause 
inii,ting a fraud, vrhiih he contended they ! to bis hands, if he did not remind the 
were not; and lie complained, that the ' House, that the Catholics of England were 
hon. genliemau had not dealt fairly by placed in a .situation oi greater hardship 
them, I than the Catholics oi any other part of the 

A long discussion ensued between sir J. j empiie. They laluiured under peculiar 
Newport, Mr. W. S.iiiih, Mr. V iiisitlart, iestriclion.s and disabilities; altiiniigh 
and Ml. Huskisson, who moved an aineiul- | among them w'cie to be fouud many oi the 
ment, that die operation of the Bill should • most lilnstiions and valuable members of 


nut take pl.'it.e till the 1st of October. The i 
aineDdineat was lost by 51 to 49. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Friday, July 1. 

The PntNCE Riciint*.s Answer to the 
Adduess on THE'TiiEvTy or Peace.] The 
Speaker reported to the House, that the 
House had thaf day attended the Piince 
Regent with their Address; to which his 
Royal Highness was pleased to reiurii this 
most gracious Answer: 

« Ceiulcmen; 

" 1 th'.nk you for this dutiful and loyal 
Address.—Thu sentiments which you 
have e.sprci.scd upon the conclusion of the 
peace, augment the satisfaction which 1 
hare derived from that most auspicious 
event. The glories of the war, and the 
blessings of the peace, are mainly attri> 
butable, under the iavour of Providence, 
to the manly firmness of the nation : and 
1 am happy to bear this testimony to you, 
their reprc.sentative8. You may rely on 
my unreiii'tting exertions to give eilect to 
‘your views for the abolition of the Slave 
Trade.” 

PETITION or THE RoMAN C..THOl-irs OF 
Great Britain.] Mr. mUiam Elliot pre- 
sented a Petition from the Roman Catho* 
lies of England, praying to be admitted to 
a pariicipation of the rights and privileges 
of Utetc oooiiuymtip. It had been stated 


the comm unity. 

The iVtiiion was then brought up and 
read, setting toilh, 

" 'J'liat the laws remaining in force 
against persons professing the Kornaii ('a* 
iholic religion m Great Britain suojc-c^ 
them to many seveie penalties and disabi¬ 
lities; and that these laws deprive the 
petitioners of many civil rights and privi¬ 
leges, of many means of providing for 
themselves and their families, and of every 
legitimate object of the ambition of British 
subjects, depress them in society, and 
(what at this important moment is par¬ 
ticularly felt by the petitioners), shut 
against them every avenue to the stations 
in which they might oilierwi.se hope to 
exert themselves honourably and usefully 
in the service of their king and country ; 
ami that their declining to take the oaths, 
on the refusal of which subjects them to 
penalties and disabilities oi which they 
complain, proceeds from their conscien¬ 
tious adherence to tenets purely of a reli¬ 
gious nature, which do not in any manner 
affect their political, civil, or moral in¬ 
tegrity: and that every principle which 
has been imputed to the petitioners as in¬ 
consistent with that integrity, hath been 
explicitly disclaimed by the Roman Ca¬ 
tholics lu the oaths and declarations pre¬ 
scribed to them by the legislature; and 
that their allegiance to their King, and 
their attachment to the constitution, are 
pure, unreserved, and unqualified ; and 
that, in the years 1810,1811, 1812, and 
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1813, petitions were presented to the 
House by the English Homan Catholics, 
stating their grievances, and praying re¬ 
lief; and that, in the last session of the 
last parliament, the House came to a reso¬ 
lution " of taking into its most serious con¬ 
sideration, early in the then next session 
of parliament, the laws atleciing his Ma¬ 
jesty's Homan Catholic subjects in Great 
Britain and Ireland, with a view to a final 
and conciliatory adjustmentand that, 
in the last session of parliament, the House, 
in pursuance of tliat Hcsolulion, resolved 
itself into a committee, for the purpose of 
taking the said laws into consideration, 
and (lid then, hy a Ill-solution of the House, 
fully recognize the i-xpedit-ncy of reliev¬ 
ing the petitioners from all the civil and 
military disabilities under which they 
labour; and that, confiding in that Reso¬ 
lution, and in the wisdom and justice of 
th(‘ House, the petitioners humbly pray, 
th-it it will Uke into its consideration the 
many penalties and disabilities to which 
the Human Catholics of Great Britain are 
subject, and adopt anch measures for their 
zepral.as ihe Housr shall deem (‘xpedient." 

Ordered, to lie upon the table. 

The Duke of Wei.lini.ton ncruuNs 
Tn\NKs TO THE House.) i\t about a 
<jua<ter beime fi\e. o’clock, the Speaker 
being dressed m his ofiirial robes, and 
tlie House beiiig crowded w-itli members, 
some of thrill in naval and military uni¬ 
forms, -and a great number in the court 
dresses in which I hey had attended the 
Speaker to CaiItoti-house with their Ad¬ 
dress 1(1 the Priiic*- Regent, upon the De¬ 
finitive 'I’l-eaiy of Peace with Trance, 

Istrd Vusiereaifli Hc(]uiiiited the House, 
that the duk** of Welhngtim, having de¬ 
sired that he may have the honour to wait 
upon tins House, hi.s grace is now in at¬ 
tend inre. 

Upon ihiR,it w'is uii.inimnuslv re.solve(l, 
that the duke of Wellington he. now ad¬ 
mitted And a chair being set for his 
grace on tite left h-md of the bar towards 
the middle of the House, became in, mak¬ 
ing his> obi isnnees, the whole House rising 
upon his entrance within the bar; and 
Mr. Speaket having informed him, that 
there was a chair in vvhich he luigiit re¬ 
pose himself, the duke sal down r'>verrd 
for some time, the serjeant standing on his 
right hand with the mace grounded; and 
the House resumed their seats : his grace 
then rose, and, uncovered, spoke to the 
efiect following: 
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" Mr. Speaker;— I was anxious to bw 
permitted to attend this House, in order to 
return my thanks in person for the honotir 
they have done me, in deputing a com¬ 
mittee of members of this House to con- 
gratohite me on my return to this country ; 
and this, after the House had animated tny 
exertions by their applause upon every 
occasion which appeared to merit their 
approbation, and after they had filled up 
the measure of their favours by conferring 
upon me. at the recommendation of the 
Prince Regent, the noblest gift that any 
subject had ever received. 

“ 1 hope It will not be deemed pre¬ 
sumptuous in me to take this opportunity 
of expressing my admiration of the great 
eirurts made by this House and the coun¬ 
try. at a moment of unexampled pressure 
and difficulty, in order to support the great 
scale of operation by which the contest 
was brought to so fortunate a termination. 

" By the wise policy of parliament, the 
government were enabled to give the 
necessary support to the operations which 
were carried on under my direction ; and 
1 W. 1 S encouraged by the confiiience re¬ 
posed in me hy his Majestj-N ministers, 
and by the commander in chief, by the 
gracious favour of his royal highiic.ss the 
Prince Regent, and by tlie reliance which 
1 h-adon the support uf iny gallaiii friends, 
the general oflicers of the array, and on 
the bravery of the officers and troops, to 
carry on the operations in such a manner 
as to ac(]aiie fur me those marks of the 
apfirobation of this Ilou.-c, tor which I 
have now the honour to luuke my humble 
acknowledgments. 

“ Sir, It is impossible for me to express 
the gratitude which 1 feel; 1 can only 
assure the .House, that 1 sh.ill always be 
readv to serve his Majesty in any capacity 
in which niy services ciin be deemed 
useful, with tjiesanie zeal for my country, 
which has alieady acijuired for me the ap¬ 
probation of thus House.'' 

Loud cheers followed this speech, at the 
conclusion of which, 

M^ Speaker, who during the foregoing 
speech sat coveied, stood up uncovered, 
and spoke to his grace, as follows: 

" My lord;—Since last 1 had the honour 
of addressing you from this place, a series 
of eventful years has elapsed; but none 
without some mark and note of your rising 
glory. 

** The military triumphs which your 
valotir has achieved upon the banks of the 
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Pouro and the Tagus, of (be Ebro and the 
Garonne, bare palled i'ortli the spontaneous 
sboutsofadmiring nations. Thosetriurnphs 
it ia needless on (his day to recount. Their 
names have been written by your cou- 
qtteriog sword in the annals of Europe, 
and we shall band them down with exuJta* 
tiou (o oui children’s children. 

“ It ia not, however, the grandeur of 
military success, which has alone fixed 
our admiration, or commanded our ap¬ 
plause; it has been that generous aud 
lofty spirit which inspired jour troops 
with unbounded confidence, and taught 
them to know that the day of battle was 
always a day of victory; that moral 
courage and enduring fortitude urhich, in 
perilous times, when gloom and doubt bad 
beset ordinary minds, stood nevertheless 
unshaken ; and that ascendancy of cha¬ 
racter, which, uniting the energies of jea¬ 
lous and rival nations, enabled you to wield 
at will the fates ancl fortunes of mighty 
empires. 

'* For the repeated thanks and grants 
bestowed upon you by this House, in 
gratitqde fur your many and eminent ser¬ 
vices, }'ou have thought fit this day to 
oiler us your acknowledgments; but thin 
nation well knows that it is still largely 
your debtor; it owes to you the proud 
satisfaction, that amidst the constellation 
of great and illustrious warriors who have 
recently visited our country, we could 
present to them a leader of our own, to 
whom all, by common acclamation, con¬ 
ceded the pre-eminence; and when the 
will of heaven, and the eoiumon destinies 
of our nature, shall have swept away the 
present generation, you will have left your 
great fiame and example as an impensha- 
bte monument, exciting others to like 
deeds of glory, and serving atonce to adorn, 
defend, and perpetuate, the existence »i 
this country among the ruling nations of 
the earth. 

" It now remains only, that we con¬ 
gratulate your grace upon the high aud 
iinpuriant mission on wliich you arc about 
to proceed: and we doubt not that the 
same splendid talents, so conspicuous in 
war, will maintain, with equal authority, 
firmness and temper, our national honour 
igtd interests in peace.” 

I>urtag the Speaker’s Address, the cheers 
were loud and frequent. lli$ Grace then 
withdrew; making his obeisances in like 
manner as upon entering the House; and 
the whole House rising again vtbiUt liis 
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grace was re-couducled by the eerjeaut 
iToin his chair to the door of the House. 

Lord Castltreagh rose and said: Sir, in 
coDinKmoration of so proud and so grate¬ 
ful a day—.a day on w hich we have had 
the happiness to witiiea!, within those walls 
the piosencu of a hero, never excelled at 
any period of the world, in the service of 
this or of any other country—in comme¬ 
moration of the eloquent manner in which 
that hero was addressed fi om the chair, on 
an occasion which must ever be dear to 
Englishmen, and which will ever shed 
lustre on the annals of this House, I move. 
Sir, “ That what has been now said bj the 
duke of Wellington, in returning ’t'bauks to 
the House, together with Mr. Speaker’s 
Answer thereto, anti the (iroceeding upon 
the above occasion, be printed in the Voles 
of this day. 

The Speaker having put the question, 
the same was agreed to nem, con. 

Thus ended the most digiiitied, and at 
the same time the most ufiecting proceed¬ 
ing, that we ever witnessed in puitiament. 

Mhs. Maky Anne Clauki. ] Mr. 
litimett, alluding to the petition hr bad 
presented last night, staled, that he un¬ 
derstood there hud bet-n no nitenliou to 
visit Mrs. Glaikc wuh a mute se\tire pn- 
iiislimcnt than tbc law bad pronounced ; 
that she wa.s now removed to one of th. 
stale-aparlmcnls. and consideiing the 
nature of the prison (which might be 
niatter for future consideration), was as 
well accommodated as could be expected. 
He had seen a person from llie murshnl of 
the King’e-bench prison (that ofiiccr him¬ 
self being occu|)ied by the duties of his 
situation), who informed him that though 
formerly money had been taken fur grant¬ 
ing good accommodation, such a practice 
had now entirely ceased. That such a 
practice was in the highe>t degree un|ust 
ami criminal, no doubt could be uniei- 
tained. lieserving to himself the power 
to biing forward, should he think it expe¬ 
dient, the subject on u future day, he 
should lor the present decline any further 
proceeding. 

The Auorney General said, that before 
Mrs. Claike had been many days in con¬ 
finement, she bad complained to the chief 
justice of the treatment she experienced, 
and that his lordship bad immediately de¬ 
puted a most respectable character, Mr. 
laiw, to make enquiry into the slate of the 
case. Mrs. Clarke had conceived that 
she vvas entitled to cerlaiu apartmenui^ 
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«nd bad iiited upon som« tb M she ihotigbt 
would he most toBVtmont for her. She 
was told til It as soon is thr apartments in 
question, which hid hern loni? occupied 
by a gentleman contiiitd for dtbl, should 
be \leant, sht should have her choice of 
them, 01 of any otlu rthat muiil lx vuant 
trt the ■lanie tiiiu Foe mmhal hrd no 
powtr to dispossess anj prisontr of the 
apiitments winch he occupxd; and Mrs 
Chrte hid now the hej,'—(had en lugh 
ceitiinly to those who had bttn atcos 
tonud to live m 1u\jiv) —that the piison 
nflotdid The House would, no doubt, 
nt \ci shut it‘ doois to thi pi tit ons of the 
sibjtrt, but ht thnorht iln> si ould be 
ciut ous bow ihct intdfi'eel in tlx se cast s, j 
wlx re a fonstnutnn il r'^mrdv was-ilitadj 
ptovided Tlx ( hi I Jusfi't IS soon is 
a conipliint hid btm pitfii d, itninc 
dialelv stilt a piopii p»rson to ciiqoirt 
into the case, nil it tbit li I not been 
done, an applu lion lo in\ j i Igt would 
hut at onte|n«cuitd iti'nsl. 

Jftign IJ t<n ] The lloufce hatuit, 
gonenitoaConiinittft ofWiysond Menis 

Ml H li/ata ku the ihaiKtllot 

of the lush r\ch qiui, snd, tint munv tf 
difStuUits and < inbaiiasstncms in it e ti 
nances of Irelind Lid htctitoiid i ibl^ 
diniiniMK d h\ tit duties whirn in iht 
couise ui bis dut^, he hid piO( os d to the 
House last y ear 1 hei e w as oiic dill cult} 
which resulted from a peculi'iiilt^ m the 
•iluaiion of Ireland, a ddhcultv dtiivtd 
fioin the pieceding priclice ol met ting 
the nctessitics of a year of peace by tin 
imposition of taxes when patixmitiu had 
relieved I'ngland fiom simiur lives 
There had, however, bern, in lue practice 
tilluded to, reriaiit bciiufiU and adiantigts 
to which lieland was, perhaps, indcbKtl 
ioi hei ability to bear those buithcns 
which wcie now laid on hei. In tlx 
etalemcntoi thr linincesot Ireland,ssinch 
he ssas abotU lo submit to the Uuuse, hi 
should tnleiioui to oicupy as little ot 
thtir lime as posibli. 'llie following 
weie the particular of the Suppls • 

Dtricicntt ol ( oiitnluitK 11 I*'!! - V 47* 
>j6ti(naOd Quota (if tins )i II . - . b " J,68 > 

iutCM st and Siiikiiie I (lid on fire rut 

licit.. 

Tital supply - - - 

Thenexvtbin„lx should adscit to w is the 
St »u of tiu lonsoIxUted fund ol lie land •— 
Bilsm , Tini iij s, IS)4 - - - 1 )R 

Hcmaimug ot Btitidi Loan, 1813 - - ‘i • 15 '', 147 
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VroiA this there wM to be deducted, as ar* 
rears-- 

Principal of ontstandiny Trea¬ 
sury Bills and I;«Ueiy I'l zes 2B,4S0 
ItiiatidNasi atiuns .... ii),%Ob 

- 97 07S 


Turpins of C onsohdated Fund - - 4 238,829 

llie i til of *h( biippU, as hr had alieady 
stated, amunnti d lo 

He would now pioiecd to state the 
Ways and Means’— 

Sorplus of the Consuliditt 1 [ im 1 - - 4,237,890 
Ueveniiis, es.itii lUd at - . _ - 5,} ,o OOO 

l’r( lit jii I jtU iLh ...... 110 000 

T< ini( 11 s'W igps ... ... 71,000 

iwoMientr othsef s'dail/ fjr 
*i(()i«s. If I7tbs thrrnd lx Ills taken 
tr 'itf r !»x 1 neUnd b7,8()fi/ But - 73,456 

I I o 11 in Irr' ind .... ^,000,000 

I o II in Liighiul >, 00 Ol 0/ 

Urt.5'',■,7''I 

- - ■ 8,937 33s 

id,,,11,018 

In advening to the clnigc for the loan, 
he might be allowed to xi a<, tl t llu sura 
boriowtd III frclaiid lie vtai w ts the 
{rr< aiesf ever \et raurd in imt toimliy. 

In '1 loan 3 010,10 f 1 * >1 li i 
I r money - . ... 16''027 

Lii ! hi , 11 , , 1 I 1 

foi xn iicy ... .... j, <400 
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Before he went into a recapitulation of 
the Items of the duties and taves to meet 
the ibove charge, he hopttl he might be 
permitted to restate an opinion, whuh he 
d<lt''eitd last j ear on a subjert, perhaps, 
ot the gieitest impottame ot all those 
which gitw out lh6 ot \rt of Hnuin, an I 
liirt was, tl it the Linor c >uUl not be 
considcrid a-, compit tt d til tlieconsule- 
lation of tlu-iiiipncts of lic’itid xsas tiken 
op in the way pr,tiled ixt bv thi Act of 
I moil II was a sitniaition to him to 
find, that that o; inxm I ul not bi cn disap- 
pioxed of b> those public men who wcie 
looked upon as tl e bt*t ai inxnted with 
the intTists of Inland Ihii country 
ought to fie brought up to 1 i He ot taka- 
non siniiJ ti to th it of InglimJ, at Iea3t m 
those ascs wh< le she possess d corre- 
sjionding rcsoint With this ▼ ew, he 
shot Id piopo c an equaluation of duty < n 
all foic gn ailicles impoitod into In land. 
'Ihe cvpectalion® which he luld out list 
jeir in pioposilignew duties, had been 
moic tl m realized, for iluxc was not 
one ot those dtftles whirh Ind not m col- 
Ifctuin more than excr(di d the estlraato. 
Ha doolti sea no grounds foi lieland being 


4,376,905 
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exempted from a particular speciea of 
taxation; but with respect to articles 
liable to Custom-house duty, he could also 
see no grounds why a diiforence of rate 
abeuld hare existed so lung between the 
two countries. It was his intention, there¬ 
fore, to include, in his arrangement of this 
car, some articles which had never yet 
een subject to taxation, lie should pro¬ 
pose a resolution, to impose a duty on se¬ 
veral articles used in the manufactories of 
Ireland. lie hoped that the grounds by 
which he was actuated would satisfy those 
interested in manufactures, that these 
duties were necessary to prevent gross 
abuses against the revenue system. Se- 
veralariicles, hitherto exempted from duty, 
such as ashes, barilla, and also a congre¬ 
gated set of articles, known under the 
name of dye'Stufls, he conceived to be 
proper objects of taxation. The truth 
was, that a great number of those articles 
imported into Ireland, were never used in 
the manufrfCiures of that country, but 
were conveyed to England, to the great 
loss of the revenue. To do away this 
mischief, and at the same lime raise a re¬ 
venue in Ireland, he should propose that 
the duties on those articles should be the 
same in Ireland as in Great Britain. He 
conceived it proper, however, to allow a 
drawback for those articles used in the 
bleaching of linen ; and every facility, 
therefore, would be given to the manufac¬ 
turers to obtain the drawback. He should 
estimate the increase of Custom-house 
duties from the equilization of rates at 
only 200,000/.—The next means of pro¬ 
viding for the dehriency was a doty on 
spirits. This doty, while it provided for 
tne wants of the Irisii revenue, would ac¬ 
complish another object, that of facili¬ 
tating the intercourse between the two 
countries. The duties which he had pso- 
posed the former year had, in a great mea¬ 
sure, prevented smuggling in Ireland, and 
were not only beneficial to the revenue, 
but advantageous, when considered in a 
national point of view. In consequence 
of this duty, England ought to give, on 
every principle of sound policy and 
national faith, every facility to the inter¬ 
course in spirits, lie estimated the pro¬ 
duce of the new duties on spirits at 
300,000/. _ The next means were the 
stamp duties. The duty on legacies had 
not been found so productive in Ireland as 
was expected, and. in fact, bad yielded al¬ 
most nothing. 

One source of revenue that he should 
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propose was, a duty upon, letters of at- 
1 torney, which, whether it was productive 
or unproductive, being equally benebcial 
, to Ireland, he hoped woold meet with full 
concurrence. The resolution he should 
move would augment the stamp duty to 
1/. lOs. upon every letter of attorney for 
the receipt of 601. and it would rise ia 
proportion to the sum. The effect woukt 
be to decrease the number of factors or 
middlemen in Ireland, who went between 
the owner oi the soil and the occupant to 
receive tiie rents; by these means, the 
I landlord and the tenant would be approxi¬ 
mated, and residence of wealthy proprie¬ 
tors in Ireland would be promoted. The 
amount that this increase of duty would 
produce, he calculated at 15,000/. A new 
excise upon glass, beyond the countervail¬ 
ing duty, would likewise produce 15,000/. 
—Tile next and only remaining item re¬ 
garded the postage of letters: the com¬ 
mittee was aware that last year an altera¬ 
tion had been made by augmenting the 
sum paid upon Iclten sent direct between 
the capital and the principal towns of Ire¬ 
land, and his object now was, to adopt the 
same regulations with legard to the cross- 
post of the sister kingdom, and, as in Eng¬ 
land, the utmost extent charged would be 
three hundred miles. The produce of tins 
newr regulation would be about 5,000/. 
per annum.—The right hon. geutieman 
then proceeded to detail the increase of 
the various sources of revenue, excepting 
malt, wbicii had fallen off at the time of 
the stoppage of the distillery. He also 
detailed the measures adopted last year, 
and (he amount pioduced beyond what 
was calculated. The amount of customs 
for the whole year had been estimated at 
250,uon/. whereas, in the first seven months, 
the sum obtained was ]UO,000/. The 
duty oi 3s, per barrel upon malt, estimated 
at 1 la,000/. per annum, in the first three 
inontbs, had given 00,000/. 

lie congratulated the House upon the 
prospect afforded in another division of 
the subject—exports and imports. Com¬ 
paring the produce of the twelve years 
jireceding, with the twelic years succeed¬ 
ing 1802, there was an augmentation oa 
the exports of 12 millions, on the imports 
18 millions; on ships 19,000/. and on 
tonnage 187,000 tons, proving an increas¬ 
ing piospeiny in tho commerce of Ire¬ 
land. He adverted to some of the objec¬ 
tions made to ashiwilating the custom du¬ 
ties of England and Ireland, and to esta¬ 
blish the benefit of the latter system, he 
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referred to the attteunt of the cos* 

tobifl of Ireland ap to the laet year. The 
sum at the close of the last quarter was 
ii,790,*09i although It had laboured under 
great disadvantages. The average on the 
three preceding years was only 2,474,0b0/ 
giving an increase of 3l0>329f. The sum 
paid on the inportation of French wines 
had been greatly increased, another proof 
of prosperity. ’ The duty upon spirits 
and malt had also risen ; in the three last 
jears, ascom(iaied with the tiuee years 
preceding 170 i, the additional revenue 
gained upon the above articles was ^ 
3,355,000/ He went on to controvert 
the opinion that, since the Union, the I 
same exertions had not been made to col- I 
iect the revenues as previous to that event; 
he quoted the amount of the net revenue 
before the Union, 3h millions, and the 
amount for the thirteen }ears posterior to 
the Union, I Ih miliums, and aigued that 
the difierence was to be attributed to the 
greater activity in the collection of the 
revenue. 

On the only former occasion, on which 
it bad been his duty to bring under the 
consideration of parliament the general 
state of the resources Of Ireland, he had 
expressed that opinion, to which he still 
adhc red, namely, that it was mainly owing 
to the system on which we bad acted with 
lespect to Iieland, that ■'he had increased 
as she had done in these resources, and 
had advanced so rapidly, in despite of the 
comparative augmentalion oi her burthens, 
to wealth and to piosperity. He haci 
then c mtioned the House not to press too 
strongly on these nascent sources of our 
strength. 

I then laid before }oo, said the right 
hot), gentleman, what Ireland had done. 1 1 
did not conceal irom her the sacrifices 
which she would be c’ailed upon to make. 

1 expressed that hope which pailiaincnt 
has fulfilled, a hope that would not anti¬ 
cipate the resources of Iieland, lor if you 
anticipate, you crush them. I pi esome to 
say, that in the propositions which I lay 
this day before you, 1 give no indistinct 
evidence of a disfiositiun to meet the diffi- 
culties of our situauon, of a desire not to 
shrink, through any personal feelings, from 
the imposition of such burthens as I think 
the country is able to bear: and it, brr. at 
the close of this iong.eventfol sqid m iumph* 
ant war, in which Great Bnlam has made 
such sacrifices, and in whith Ireland has 
contributed simA as were corresponding to 
W means; if England hwiel» apteitoid 
{ VOL. XXViU.) 
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I eiiatnple to aurrounding nations, hdr idstet 
island has been far from backward m those 
exertions, by which our national character 
has been raised to its present proud pie- 
eminence. Let us hot bt told, then, that 
we have been but a burthen to the empire, 
to whose success we have contributed so 
essentially. We have given you him, 
whom you have this day, for the first 
time, seen within your wails, since be ran 
his race of glory, and whose presence shed 
a lustre round the House He could haye 
told you, in the language of one of her 
most eloquent sons, that the heart sluicea 
of Ireland had been opened in your cause. 

1 will not speak of any one who may be 
present, fur my noble friend ta present, 
under whose councils that treaty has been 
accomplished, by whieh convulsed Eu¬ 
rope has been restored to Us ancient and 
regulated form ; and if Great Britain la 
justly proud of the battle she has fought, 
Ireland has a claim to participate in her 
triumph. 

The right hon. gentleman then moved 
Ins first resolution. 

bii Henry Patnell agreed, that the. pro¬ 
gressive amelioration of the finance, of Ire¬ 
land bad been considerable, but tiiought that 
the adoption of some new uid striking h- 
nanciai regulation wasabsolutel y ntecssary. 
According to the statement of the Chan- 
tellor of the tx< heqiier, the net revenue 
of Ireland w as 5,550,000/. The charge on 
the debt 5,51U,OOOL which then alone 
exceeded the net revenue, by nearly 
'200,(M)0/. Ibe lowest calculation oi tM 
peace establishment of thi United King¬ 
dom was I7,000,(K)0/.of wbuh the charge 
on Ireland was 2,000,000/. winch together, 
with this excess of 200,000/., and other se¬ 
parate charges of Iieland, would amount 
next yeai to a charge exceeding by 
2,400,000/. the net revenue. How was 
this deficiency to be met ^ A loan to this 
amount could nut with good giace be 
proposed m a year of perfect peace, taxei 
to this amount must then be proposed ac¬ 
cording to the usual course of pioceediog. 
But this deficiency, however, could b« 
made up wiibout either new taxes or loan. 
The existing taxes if well levied, would 
amount to the sum required. It would 
be cons dered perhaps extraordinary, that 
an increase of 2|400/K}0L could be ef¬ 
fected by an improvemeot m the collec¬ 
tion of the rCvenoei but il the able ro- 
. ports on the table of the House, on thesab- 
^ jvet of ibeli isb revenue, were read, it vroald 
bascMMi. dhit ha was mt cxiravagaiM hi his 
1 (2K) 
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«xpect»iiom< Tbe abu&«« iit tbe efllikC' 
UOD of iIm revenue in Ireland were very 
greatgi iMt tbe refui matKHi would b« eXa* 
tremeiy «a<(y, and be hoped some rnea'’ 
ante to that put pose'would be proposed. 
Tbe system ui patronage applied to tbe 
collKriKin ot the revenor, was tbe cause ol 
tbe esiU in tbis depaetOMnt in It eland. 
At tlu lime of the Uiiioiu no regulation 
was made as to the executive power of 
It eland. It was well known iha*, before 
that meat>urc, the patronage of the revenue 
was applied to tbe purposes of patliamen* 
tary corruption ; and since that event tbis 
practice bad not bei n checked. Tbe con> 
aeUdaiion of the Tnasuiies of tbe two 
couairies was a measure greatly to be dt< 
aired, and without this no edVctual controul 
could be exercised over tbe collection of 
the revenue. Because the Irish Tieasury, 
though intended to serve as a controul, 
was a complete nullity, and was likely to 
continue so. The manner in which this 
consolidation of the Treasuries would be 
productive uf so much good, would be by 
depriving tbe Irish executive governmeut 
of tife I eveiiue patronage j the board of 
Treasiu y sitting in this country, under the 
immediate direction of tbe first lord of the 
Tieasury, would exercise ail those powers 
in repaid to patronage and coiitioul, as it 
exeu ises them here, and would allow the 
several boards of revenue in Ireland to 
appoint, promote or dismiss their officers, 
in the same way the l^oards here are al> 
lowed to do. It was absurd to consider 
tbe Irish boards responsible, or capable uf 
collecting the revenue, so long as the in* 
terfeience of the Castle in all the patron* 
age prevailed. If the taxes in Ireland 
yvere w'ell managed, they would not only 
meet the Joint charge on that kltigdoiHy 
but leave a surplus to bo applied to the 
assistance of Uie English revenue.—*As«tu 
the tax oil powers of attorney, as it was to 
amount to one per cent, on the sum to be 
received, when it exceeded a certain 
amount, and as the power was necessarily 
renewed yearly, it would,in effect, amount 
to a propel I y tax of one per cent, on those 
lush landlords who did oot collect their 
own rents—a trouble which no landloKf 
would give himself, as in that country it 
vyasi not postible, as* in Englandi, t« call 
tbe tupanu together on a cen^a day, to 
recetyd the rents from all. Besides, it 
would be utterly impossible to collect this 
tax, unless regulations were enacted to* 
ascertain every ipan’s income, and unless 
wholp syiteHtof coUeiiOog vhn/iifee 


petty tax in this country was inlraduced 
into Ireland.—With respect to the Pest* 
niitce, it was satisfactoiy to find some ia»* 
’provement had taken place in the revenue 
oi it, as, uQtd a late {>eiiuU, it was by far 
the worst-conducted deparluaeot m Ire* 
land. This levenae was capable of still 
farther impiuveineut, by such regulations 
as would expedsie the conveyance of let* 
ters, and thus lead to an iiici eased corre* 
spotidenee. A custom prevailed in Buhliu, 
wldih could nut be justified by any sound 
reason, of detaining all letters vsIikIi came 
there fur tlie purpose ol going ioinard 12 
04 14 hums, by b.iving the hour of the ai'. 
rival of the mails lixid at six o’clock ui 
the morning, and the hoi'i of depailuie 
to Eiigiaml or to the uiienor, late in the 
evening. By tins regulation, an answer to 
a letter written from the cuuniiy to Eng¬ 
land, or to any other piStt oi the countiy, 
was on an aveiage d'dayid imiucessarily 
twenty-eight houis. II no such legtila- 
tion was iiecc'ssaiy in Liveipoul ni Bristol, 
where the coriespondeme u.is greater 
than 111 Dublin, it could not he wanted 
there. If, again, the cariyingut the mails 
between London and Holt bead was re¬ 
gulated propel ly, a saving oi six hours 
might be made on each journey, without 
leqiiiiing the mail to ti.ivel iastir than the 
usual rate of sevt ii miles an hour. These 
leguialions would be highly btneficial to 
the mercantile and other interests, and, at 
the same time, productive of a gieat in¬ 
crease of revenue.—On the subject of the 
Spit It duties, it was desirable the discre¬ 
tionary power which was vested in tbe 
commissioners of excise, to giant or re¬ 
fuse licences, should be taken away', and 
that, ill regard to the establibhing of small 
stills, the large ones might be protected, by 
providing, that no small still should be set 
up wrtbin a prescribed distance. No com«f 
plaint was now intended to be brought 
against the commissioneis fur any parti¬ 
cular act of theirs, though many bad cer¬ 
tainly been made; but such a discretionary 
power over the capital and industry of the 
country ought not to have existence any 
where, it being the unquestionable right 
of every man to employ his money and 
bis labour in wliatever way he thinks 
proper, subject to no other restraint but 
that of clear and unerring legislative re¬ 
gulations. The bon. baronet concluded 
,hy stating, whM be had said in regard 
to the neee^sity of a general and im me¬ 
diate refWpa, m U»« futancial aystem of 
jjlicelutilf ww eattteme conicqoenoa to 
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the people of that OWlttWy t fei*. if no lach 
reform took pUci, then the necmity 
would exist m the next <»ession ot imposmi; 
new taxes adequate to produce a no less 
addiHonai r^ienue thin i 4()0,0(K)/ If a 
proper reform was effecieif, ai it might 
verj easily be, simply by assimil itiiipf tht 
practice of Ireland to that ol tins country, 
tiun such a heavy burthen nns^ht be en- 
liieU avoided. 

Mr. Peei (iiiiied tint ctm, to his know¬ 
ledge an imprnpct use had been tnade of 
the levenut piironi^e, and called on the 
hon btionet to prodjce any instance of 
the kind One tnsi uic e had be en formerly 
adduced in the rose of Mt. Beauchamp 
Hill, but whether ni no this was a case of 
an improper use of the levcnne patronage, 
he did not know, as the ficts alluded to 
took place long be foie he lit Id any oftjte 
unde I the lush goviinment As to the 
tix on the powers ot attoiiuv, it would 
lend to ]irn(lu(e the residence of the land- 
Inids, which wns one of the things most 
disiiablt ID Irelind. 

hir John N'^port obsei ved, that the le¬ 
gacy nx would have produced at leist 
double the amount stiud b\ the right 
hon gentleman, it that tax had been pro- 
prrly collected But that it was not so 
collected was mattei ol iiotoiicl^ , fur the 
report of the ofbeers employed to collect 
the t IX, as to the pcnaitiis incurtet! le 
sppcfing thistix w'slaid before thepioper 
bond III Iieland, ind nevei attinaed to 
This tact was made known to a committee 
above stairs, and the hti i iianccMoi of the 
exchequer (Mi I'lrccvil) expressed his 
astonishment ihu any public boaid should 
so far have neglicitd its duty. But the 
neglect was to be accounted for, some 
Irish judges and counsellors of the public 
boaitls hiving been among the defaulters, 
and henre the ptnalms r*portit)[ by the 
proper ijfliior wore nevei enforced I'his 
ciicumstaiue, however, having occurred 
antecedent to the ippomtmcnt of th« 
ngbl lion gentleman (Mi. 1 itrgerald) 
was not attnbntahle to him l,his was not 
the only instance iit which the c*ollertton 
of the Irish revtiiui w is neglected, for be 
could Cite instances of simihr neglect, 
and sue h neglect could not be wondered 
at. He bad lately beard of an Insh 
board, meant to be efbe lent, at which only 
one commtssinnei attended for some time, 
and this commissioner actually declared 
b» mienfion to resign, stating that he ac¬ 
cepted the office only because hw father 
told him It was a ^ituevln. After aoma 
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anfmadvenioft npoa particular taxes, the 
right bon. baronet obsei Vid, tiyst no suffi¬ 
cient controol with respect to taxation, 
could evci exist in Ireland, until the 
finamial was separated from the political 
depxitment. \Vbat would be the case in 
tins country, if the minagenrent of the 
fininces was committed to the Secretary of 
btate in''tcad of lieing vested in the Trea¬ 
sury ? Yet, in Irtlmd, althongb by a 
sperial Act in I7Q^, the rnamgement of 
the finances was conimiiled to tb# lords of 
the Irctisury, the whole was undertaken 
by the secretary ol the ioid lieutenant, 
who was generally a prison Ttry httlo 
accpiainltd with the afittrs of Ireland. 
The light hon. baronet, adverting to the 
fourteen Bi ports befoie the House, from 
the commissioners of enquiry, with respect 
to the CHilkction of the revt no< in It eland, 
pronounced a high compliment upon the 
industiy and integiitv cjf those commis¬ 
sioners, and slated Ins intention, tarlv in 
the next sessii ii, to bung f irwaid ceit iia 
proposmons, founded upon the rccom- 
iiieiHlatioii of this comroisiiion He also 
stated his intention, unless the lutasuie 
wiie taken up by governntni, to move 
for the appointment of a cotmnissinii to 
enquiic into the txpendituio of the Irish 
lettiuie, winch commission would, bC 
hoped, be found to imuitc the cximple of 
the commission to which he had alluded. 

Mr. W Ftiz^erald vindicated the con¬ 
duct of the board of excise ui Irehnd, 
which was, he maintained, entitled to the 
liigbe&t praise fur its xeil, cncigy, and 
attention to the pubiti service 

Sll /. hiwport recommended the pecu- 
liai atte.ition ot the excise board to the 
enrooragement ol small stills, as the bist 
system foi u jtchtng and guaidmg against 
liluit distiila ion. 

Mr. fl (U precated the imposition of 
any absentee tax, with lespict to Irflsnd, 
and quoted thi authority of Mr Buikc m 
support of his opinion. 

The sevoial Resolutions were then 
agreed to. 

Iinaa Asssmrs' Bill"! Mr. /’eeftose 
to move foi lesvc to bring in a Bill, to 
render more «asv and cflec tu >1 the r« dr« ss 
of assaults in Iu(ai^ He sbhI, tlie ob¬ 
ject of bis Bill wootn be to ntdocc pr isons, 
who had suffered violent assault*', to ap¬ 
peal to theiaw for ret tel and piotecfion, 
by enabling them to procure it mote im¬ 
mediately, and without cxpeiicit. The 
Bill yrotra comprise two niatenat altera- 
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tions in the Uir: the fiwt would 
the pentoltU ssmivlted to bring their case 
befoi^ tb« assistant barrister, at the quarter 
Msnomtt 'J'bb secund would empower the 
judge or the court, at their discretion, to 
allow a compensatioa for expentes to the 
proaecuturs. 

Sir J. Nevffport seconded the motion. 

Mr. Wym suggested, whether it would 
not be proper to pay the expenres nut of 
a county fine, iiistedd of making the per* 
son convicted of the oiTence liable lor 
them. 

Mr^JPeel thanked the bon. gentleman for 
his suggestion. There was he believed, 
no county fines in Ireland, but the aoni 
might be levied upon some similar prin* 
cifde. Perhaps the oti'ender having ulii* 
mately to pay the expences, would be an 
additional security against the commission 
of the ofience. 

Leave was given to bring in the Bill. 

Repoxt on Weights and Measures.] 
Sir George Clark presented the following 
Report: 

The'SEi.Ft’T Committee, appointed to 
enquire into the oiiginal standards of 
Weights and Measures in this king* 
dom, and to consider the laws re« 
lating thereto, and to report their 
observations thereupon, together with 
their opinion of the most ifTectual 
means for ascertaining and enforcing 
uniform and certain standards of 
Weights and Measures to be used for 
the future, and to whom were re* 
ferred the lb-porta, which, upon the 
26th day of May, 1758, and the 1 Ith 
day of April, 1759, were made from the 
Comtnitttee appointed to enquire into 
the original standards of Weights 
and Measures in this kingdom, and to 
consider the laws relating thereto; 
and also the standard Weights and 
Measures referred lo in the said Re¬ 
ports;—have examined the matters 
to them referred, and agreed upon 
the following Report: 

Voiir Committee, in the first place, pro¬ 
ceed to enqu.re, what measures bad been 
takpn to cMablish uniform Weights and 
Measures throughout the kingdom. Ttiey 
found that this subject had eng-^ged.tbe 
atiention of parliament ut a very early 
period. The btaiute-book fr«m the time 
of Henry the 3d, abounds with Acts of 
p<rliaaient enacting and declaiing that, 
there should be «ue uniform Weightand 
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Measure throughout the realm; and every 
Act complains that the preceding statutes 
bwi .been ineffectual, and that, the laws 
were disobeyed. 

The select committee of the House of 
Commons, which was appointed in the 
year 175H, to enquire into the original 
Standards of'Weights and Measures in 
this kingdom, and to consider the laws re¬ 
lating thereto, made a very elaborate Re¬ 
port on this subject, in which is contained 
all the infoimation that is necesary with 
regard to the enquiry into what were the 
original standaids of Weights and Mea¬ 
sures. The committee of 1758, first give 
an abridged state of the several statutes 
which have been enacted relating to 
Weights and Measures,— Ut, so far as they 
establish any Weights or Measures, or 
standards for the same; and '2d, so far as 
any means, checks, or shnetiuns are pro¬ 
vided to compel the use of the established 
Weights and Measures, or to (lunish dis¬ 
obedience. The couiiiiittee then point 
out what appeared to them to be the 
principal causes which had pievenied the 
attainment of that uniformity, so much 
and so wisely desired by parliament. 
These are stated to be the want of skill in 
the artificers, who, from time to time, made 
copies of the standards kept in the Mx- 
ehequer; and as these imperfect measures 
were again copied from, eveiy error was 
multiplied, till the vaiiely of standards 
rendeied it diiliruit to know ,what was 
the real standard, or to apply aoy adequate 
remedy. 

In the second place, the multiplicity of 
statutes made on this subject, many of 
which are at variance with others, and in 
many of which there are partial excep¬ 
tions of particular counties, and particular 
articles, from the operation of the Acts, 
appeared to the committee to be the prin¬ 
cipal cause of the various errors which 
were every where found lo prevail. 

Upon an accurate comparison of the 
various measures preserved in the Exche¬ 
quer, and which ate directed to be used 
for sizing and adjusting all other measures, 
they Were found to differ materially from 
each other, and yet (the committee ob¬ 
serve) as the law now stands, alt these 
measures must be understood to contain 
the like quantities, are equally legal, and 
may be indiscriminately used. 

Of these ufirious measures, the com-* 
mittee recommend the adoption of the ale 
gallon of 282 cubical iacbes, and to abo¬ 
lish the use ef aR |ba otheya* They ah» 
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TecofflOMnd tiiat the troy pdond should bo 
the only standard Of weights Thoogb 

S our Commlttpo agree entirely with the 
;pport of the commiUeo of 1758. Iliat 
there should be only one gallon lor mea¬ 
suring ail articles whatsoever, and only 
one denominafi^n of weight, yet they 
cannot coin or, for reasons which will 
be hereafter stated, in the selection made 
by that committee in appointing these 
standards. 

This Report was agreed to by the 
House; and in the year 1765, two Bills 
weie brought in by lord C'arysfurt, who 
was chairman of the committee of 1758, 
tor the purpose of carry intr mio effect the 
resolutions of that cuniniittee. These 
Bills were severally read a first and se¬ 
cond time, and coiiitnitttJ ; and the Bills, 
as aim nded by the committee, were or- 
deied to he printed on the Sth day of 
May. Pailianient was, however, pio 
rogued ill that year, t,n the 25«h day of 
May; and the^e Bdls, wtiu h (as far as 
can he collected from the .lournals) were 
approved oi by the II -use, were thus un- 
ibiiuiiately lost. Since that period, little 
has been done to accomplish this import¬ 
ant object. A committee was indeed a|i- 
pointed m the yeai 1790, but they do not 
appear to have made any progress, as 
your Committee have been unable to find 
any minutes of their proceedings Two 
Acts were pa>,std in the yt'ars 1793 and 
1797, the 35 tJeo. 3, cap. 10?, and 
37 Geo. 3, cap. 143, which empower jus¬ 
tices of the peace to search for and destroy 
false weights, and to punish the persons in 
whose possession they are found ; but no 
mention is made in these Acu of deficient 
measures. 

Your Committee now proceed to state, 
what afipear to them to be ttie principal 
iDcauses which have prevented the esta¬ 
blishment of uniform Weights and Mea¬ 
sures; and to state thereasons which have 
induced them to differ from the committee 
of 1758, in some of their Resolutions. It 
appears to your Committee, that the great 
causes of the inaccuracies which have 
prevailed, are the want of a fixed standard 
in nature, with whuh the standards of 
measure might at all times be easily com-' 
pared, the want of a atmple mode of con¬ 
necting the measures of length, witii those 
ofcapactity and weight, and also the want 
of proper tables of equalization, by means 
of which the old measures might have 
readily been converted into the new 
standards. Sons!' »ttde attimpts sem to 


havo faem made to establish a mode of 
connecting tlie tneasores of capacity with 
weight. In an Act of the 5ist of Henry 
3d, intituled. “ Assisa I^nis et Cervisia,** 
it is deciar^. that an Engfiih penny 
called tbe'steritng, round, without clipping, 
should weigh 32 grains of wbeaa, well 
dried and gathered out of the middle of 
tbe ear ; and 20 pence to make an ounce, 
12 ounces a pound, 8 pounds a gallon of 
wine, and 8 guilom of wine, a bushel of 
London." 

Nothing, however, can be more uitcott- 
tain and inaccurate than this method of 
determining tbe size of a gallon measure 
by the weight of n certain number of 
grains of wht at, which must vary accord- 
trig to the oeasoii, and the natuie of the 
S'liiaiid clniMte where they are pruduced. 

In order to obtain some information as 
to what were tbe liest means of comparing 
the standards of length, with some inva¬ 
riable iidtural standard, your Committee 
proceeded to examine Dr. W. Hyde Wol¬ 
laston, secretary to the Koy al Society, and 
piofessor ]*layfair, of Lilmburgli. From 
the evidence of these gentleriien.it ap¬ 
pears, that the iengib of a pendulum making 
a certain numbci of vibrations in a given 
portion of time wilt always be the same in 
the same latitude; and that the standard 
biigli.sii yard has been accurately com¬ 
pared with the length of the pendulum, 
which vibrates 60 times in a minute in tbe 
latitude of Loiidom The length of this 
pendulum is 39.13047 inches, of which 
the yard contains 3b. Any expert watch¬ 
maker can easily adjust a pendulum, which 
shall vibrate exactly 60 times in a minute. 

The French government have adopted, 
as tbe standard of their measures, a portion 
of an arc of9.be meridian, which was accu¬ 
rately measured. The standard metre, 
which is the 10,000,000th part of the qua¬ 
drant of the meridian, which is engraved 
on the platina scale, preserved in the 
national institute, has bt en compared with 
the English standard yard, by professor 
Pictet, of Geneva, and was found to exceed 
it, at the temperature of 32% by 3.3702 
inches; and at the temperature ol^ 55% by 
3.3828 inebes. The standard yard may 
therefore be at any time asceriatoed, by a 
comparison either with an arC of the meri¬ 
dian, or the lengtfii tdP'tbe pendoiom, both 
of which mav be considered as invariable. 

Tbe standard of linear measure being 
thus established and ascertsined, the itfea- 
soMs of capacity are easily deduced from 
it, b/dh^miaingthewimheref ethical 
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inches which they should contob. 
standavd of weight must be derited frsHAi 
the measures of capacity, by ascertetorng 
the weight of a given bulk of tome «ob« 
stance, of SI hah the specific gravity is in* 
Tariahir. foitunately that aubstance 
Wh<<h 14 most gtneially difUtted mei the 
woi Id, answers tins condition The speciBc 
giavity of puie water has been found to 
be itiianable at the same temperature; 
and, by a very remarkable couu idencr, a 
cubic foot of puio water (or 1 7JS cubical 
inchea) at the tempei ituie of 36 r by 
Fahrenheit's thermometer, his been ascei* 
tamed to weigh exactly 100() ounces 
avoirdupois, and ilurefoic the weight of 
27.6 iiichus IS equal to one pound 
avoirdupois. 

This (ircmustance forms the gtoundwork 
of all the succeeding obseivatious of your 
Committee. 

Although in theory the standard of 
wei,>ht IS deiived fiom the measures of 
capacity, >e> in piacticc it wilt be found 
more convenient to reverse this ordci. 
The weight of water contained by any 
sesseU affords the best measure of its 
capacity, and is more easily ascertained 
than the tiuiu'Kr of cubical inches by 
gauging. Your Committee, iherefoie, re- 
coniiucud that the measuies of capacity 
should be a>s((itamed by the weight of 
puie or distilled watet contained by them, 
lailici than by the number of cubical 
inches as n commendq|| in the 4th Rcsolu* 
tion of the Committee of ]73S. 

Youi Connniltet are also of opinion, 
that tbt ctaadatd gallon, fiqia which all 
the otliti nieasuieof capartty should be 
derived, should be made of such a size as 
to contaib such a weight of pure water of 
the temperature of ss should be ex* 
pietsrd m a whole uumbei of pounds 
avoirdupois, and such also as would admit 
of the (joait and pint containing integer 
numbers of ounces, without any fractional 
parts If the gallon is made to contain 10 
pounds of watei, the quait will contain 40 
ounces, ind the pint 20 This gallon i *- 
COminc lull d by your Committee, will i^on- 
talo 270 m cubical in< bes, being nearly 3 
pel cent larger than the gallon oi 8thfW|rt 
of the Wiui hf,tei bushel, as 6xed by the 
Act of the 1 Jih and 14th of Wiliiam and 
Maiy, cap. 5, which rontaio* fiKiS.eaS 
cubJCal inches, and the bushel wt^lccentain 
22lt.84<?obical inches, instead of 2id0^42. 

Your Chmmittee aic of opinion, that 
this deparluns ^om the coro measuiie, 
which u employ^ m the collection of the 


■tilt tax, and ii supposed to be meet gene- 
ridly used tfiroughoot the kingdom, ts )us* 
tided by the ^vantageswbicb they antici¬ 
pate from the tiiange Geiuial unifor¬ 
mity cannot be expected, unless some 
simple and accurate method of cbcchciig 
the standard nie«sut«s is adopted; and ah 
the weight of water appears to be the beat 
and most aimplo method of chci king mea> 
suttfs of capacity, it is desii ibic that all 
minute fractions of weight sliruld be 
avoided. There will be much leas chance 
of erroi in weighing the water coniaineil 
m any measure, it only one oi two weights 
aie to be employed, than if a gnaicr 
Dumbci were necessary, whic h would be 
the case if fractional parts wtie requned. 
The difficulty of iciiu tube ring long fric¬ 
tions lb albo au important coti<-idei ation, 
and would vtiy nidUiully impede the at¬ 
tainment of that general utidoifnity which 
IS so much desiud. 11 this gallon is 
adopted, the bu<>hcl mil contain HOlbs of 
watei, 01 2211.^1 cubical me he ; the 
quait 06.12 cubical inches or U> ounces ot 
water, the pint‘14.36 cubical inches or 
20 ounces of waui : the half pint will 
contain 17 2S cubical incheb (which is 
exactly yl part oi a rnbical foot) and 
10 ounces of watei. Any smaller mea¬ 
sures might with great propriety be de¬ 
scribed, according to thi number of ounces 
of watei 4hry contained. 

Your Committee arc of opinion, that 
the simple connection which will in this 
manner be established between the standard 
of Weight and Measuies of capacity, will 
greatly tend to preseive the uniformity of 
those measuies wbu h are found to be must 
liable to error. They have, besides, been 
induced to select this size of measure as ■ 
standaiil, both because it very nearly 
coincides with one of the standard corn mea* 
sures piecerved in the Exchetpiei, namely 
the standard pint marked lui)2, which 
c ontflins 34.^ cubical mciies; and also be¬ 
cause it possesses the advantage oi bearrag 
veiy bimpie relations to the gallon mea¬ 
sures, whiih aie employed III measuring 
ftte and wine. The caicu’ations therefore 
which would benecessaiy for ascertaining 
. the coriesponding duties, wbabmust he 
charged open excusable liqums would be 
easily made. 

Youi Committee will now proceed to 
state their opinion with legaid to the 
standard of Wein^t. Akboogh the troy 
pound IS the only weight established by 
law, yet the tgwyraopots pound re so much 
more genera||ljjf'*iM|^^ tind seed, that youi 
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Cooimittpe caanot hesitate to recommend 
h m preference te ike troy potind. Your 
Committeearei however, inclined to recona- 
i»t*nd two exceptions : as tke goldsmiths 
legulate their Mailic by the troy weight, 
and considering the connection of this 
branch of tiade with the standard of the 
com. It appears advisable that gold and 
siJvc r should be sold by tioy weight. 

Your Committee would also rccoinmeiMi, 
that(hea(iOthi(aiie>’ weig it should leniam 
without any alteration, as any rhange in 
the weights tmploytd by them m torn* 
pounding then medicims, might be at* 
teiidul with dingeions const()U(.ncea 

It appe lit to your C'oinmi tee, that the 
most accurate mode of aKCCttainuig the 
<-*^dndaid pound, is to iiiini<i,e in water a 
solid cylinder of brass rout lining 21 OiS 
cubital iiuhes, ami to ascertain the diffe¬ 
rence btlweeri its weight in walei and its 
weight in an, by means of the common 
h^diustalit bahnee. Ihe difhrente bt- 
twciii Its wf i^ht in wa'er and ts weight 
m a<r (ni tin weight of the volume of 
water occupiing the same specr) is the 
pound atoiidupois I ins method is le- 
cormiendcd, as it haa been found to be 
much moie easy toasctitam the solid con¬ 
tents of my body, b) taking its external 
dimensions, than to find the ex ictcontents 
of ail} me isure by gauging In this man¬ 
ner, iht Btandaid ot length is ki pt invaiia- 
bit, by means of the pemidutn; th^ 
standard ol weight, b} tke standard of 
length, and the staiidaid of capacity, by 
that of weight. Your CommiHee have not 
gone into any detail of the inaccuracies of 
the piesent system, as they are very fully 
stated in the Report ol the Cotnmutee 
il^H, before alluded to. 

Ill order to preserve uniformity in the 
Weights and Meesuies to be used in future, 
yooi Committee would lecommend that no 
person be allowed to make or sell any 
weighis or measures without having ob¬ 
tained a licence foi that put pose, on pay¬ 
ment of a certain sum; and tbat all 
Weiglitaand Measures shoidd be marked 
with the name of the maker, and the initials 
of the person who ivamines them. The 
i person who last examines the Weights and 
Measures, should not be permitted to alti i 
them ; but if he finds them to bf incorrect, 
flkouid return them to the maker, to be 
properly sized and adjusted. All new 
Weights and measures will tbereforc in this 
manner undergo a double examination, 
Yom Committee are of opinion, that the 
powers given to justiuea af the peace by 
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the Acts of the 35 Geo. 3, cap. i02, am} 
the 37 Geo 3, cap. I-kf, to search fur and 
destroy deficient weights, and to punidi 
the persons m whose possession tluv aie 
found, should be extended, y> as to'gne 
them the Skme powers with regard to false 
or deficient measi res. 

Your CommiiUe cannot conclude eith» 
out slating the 0 | luion c t profesMir Play¬ 
fair, with regald to the miessiiy of adher- 
mg sinitlv to one si nj c and general 
view, III ijipoit nnjj ih -m <iiul , without 
depat ting ft om it, fur the s^kc of at coma 
modUiiig individuals nr particul i classes 
of the communitv. '1 he a ivanlaj;« i i the 
public at large cannot be consglud, unhss 
thia rule IS rigorously obseived lue 
simplicity and ecimacy of the system 
would be sacrificed by any paiiial excep¬ 
tions, and II may be considered as leilam, 
that unltss the rules aie simple and the 
oonsti uctioiis independent of m iiutcnevs ot 
division, an opening will bt lefi for fraud, 
and foi all tho ptrp’<;xity iti wlm h the 
standards of the country ate at this mo¬ 
ment involved 

1. Resolved, That if is the op men of 
this Committee, that it i" nenssaty, la 
Older cfler luallv to a%ctiliin and enioice 
uniform weigtits ai d m* a'lurcs to be used 
toi the futuic, that all lorniei statutes re¬ 
lating thereto should be repealed. 

2. That the distance between the two 
points in the gold studii in the brass rod, 
desciibed in the K^poUof the Select coen- 
mitue of 175S, and preserved in the cus¬ 
tody of the clerk of ibis House, ought to 
bU the length called a yard , and that one 
third part thereof should ^ a fool, and 
the 12th pait of the foot one inch. 

3 That tl>« length of a pendulum, vi¬ 
brating 60 times in a minute of time, m 
the latitude ol Lmdnn, has been ascer¬ 
tained to be 30.13017 inches, of which 
the standard yaid contains 36. 

'k. That all measuies of length what¬ 
soever should be taken in parts, multi¬ 
ples, or cettain proportions oi the said 
standard yard 

4, That a cubic foot of pure water, at 
the tempt raiuic ot 56 lias btfen ascer¬ 
tained to weigh exactly 1000 ounces 
avoirdupois. 

6. That aril meanuree of capacity should 
be ascertained by the weight of water 
therein contained, a$ well as by thenumber 
of cubical htches. 

?. Tbat all rrteasures of the same deno- 
mintftiotb whether of liquids or of diy 
goods, to contain the saute weight 
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of wstet^ Cii4 the same number of oubiea] 
iiKrfaee*^ 

U* That the gallon ought to contain JO 
ponnds hf pure water, or 276-48 cubical 
ittchea; tliat the quart, or 4th part of the 
gallon, ought to contain 40 ounrea of 
water, or lid. 12 cubical inches; that (he 
pint, or half of the quait, ought to contain 
20 ounces of water, or 34,50 cubical inches. 

p. That the bushel ouuht to contain 8 
of the said gallons, or 8oibs. of water, or 
S2i 1.84 cubical inches; and that all other 
measures of capacity ought lo be taken in 
parts, multiples, or proportional parts of 
the said gallon. 

, JO. That (he standard of weight ought 
to be the pound avoirdupois, which is 
equal to the weight of 27.648 cubical 
inches of pure water, of the temperature 
of 561'’; that the l6th part of the said 
pound should be an ounce, and the 16th 
part of such ounce should be a dram ; that 
the third part of the dram should be a 
aerupie, and the lOih part of the scruple 
one grain; and that all other weights 
ahoulld be taken from parts, multiples, or 
propoMional parts of this pound. 

11. That all contracts, bargains, sales 
and dealings, ought to be taken and ad¬ 
judged to be according to ibe standards 
aforesaid; and that no person should re¬ 
cover the price of goods sold, or the goods 
themselvei^ or any damages on account of 
any conjracta, bjtrpins, sales or dealings, 
bat accordioj^ to the said standards. 

12. That It OOght to be penal for any 
person to have in bis poasession any mea¬ 
sure or weight that is not agreeable to 
the aforesaid standards. 

IS. That itpMgbt to be made highly 
f«nal for any person to make or sell any 
measare or weight that is not agreeable to 
the aforesaid standards. , 

14. That for eofol'Ging an uniformity in 
the weights and measures to be used for 
the future, no person should be permitted 
to make weights and measures, without 
having hrst obtained a proper licence for 
that purpose, on payment of a certain sqm. 

15. That all weights and measures to 
be hereafter made, ought lo be marked 
with the name of the maker; and, efter 
a,proper examination of the weight Ot 
measure, the same to be stamped with the 
initials of the name of the person who has 
examip^.it. 

16 . Iliat all weights exceeding one 

pound, be^ made of brass, copper, 

bell metal or cOitiron; and that all weights 
of one pound or under, should be of gold, 
ailrerf brass, copper, or bell-metal. 
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17. That Oie standard yard mentioned 
in the 2d resolution, and a pound avoir¬ 
dupois, made according to the Erections 
lieiore mentioned in thia Report, together 
with models or patterns of the measures 
of capacity before mentioned, ought to be 
ileposiied in the court of the leceipt of 
the Exchequer, and there safely kept 
under the seals of the Chancellor of the 

I Exchequer, and of the Chief Baron, and 
the seal of ofTice of the chamberlains of 
the Exchequer, and not to he opened but 
by the order of the Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer, and Chief Baron fur the lime 
being. 

18. That models or patterns of the said 
standard yard, gallon, and pound avoir¬ 
dupois, and of the parts and multiples 
thereof, before mentioned, should be dis¬ 
tributed in each county, city, nr corporate 
town, being a county within itself, in such 
manner, as to he readily used as evidence, 
in all cases where measures and weights 
shall be questioned before the justices of 
the peace for each county or city, and for 
adjusting the same in a proper manner. 

19. That the provisions of the Acts of the 
S5 (I’eo. 3, cap. 102, and the 37 (leo. 3, cap. 
143, should be extended, so as to empower 
justices of the peace to seaich for and de¬ 
stroy false measures as well as false weights, 
and to hear and determine and put in exe¬ 
cution, the law with regard to weights 
and measures, and to inflict or mitigate 
such penalties as shall be thought proper, 
and to have such other authorities as shall 
be necessary for compelling the use of 
weights and measures agreeable to the 
aforesaid standards. 

20. Tbat the sheriff of each county 
ought be directed to summon a jury of 12 
sufficient men living within the county, to 
return a verdict, on tiie comparison to be 
made before them of the proportions 
which the new standards bear to those 
formerly in use in each county respective¬ 
ly ; and accoiding to the verdict then re¬ 
turned, tables of equalization should be 
made, and copies of the same should be 
distributed through each county; and that 
all existing contracts or rents payable in 
corn, should be calculated according to 
these tables of equalization. 

The Report was ordered to lie on tha 
table, and be printed. 

house OF LORDS. 

Jufy, 4. 

RaTsasiON Biu..]' £wl Chrosvenpr, ad- 
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wning to the long period that bad been 
aliow^ to elapse since the first reading of 
the Rxversion BiU, and observing that 
very injnrioos consequences might result 
from permitting the existing Bill to expire 
before the preparation ot another to re¬ 
place It. gave notice that he would, on 
'Wetinesday, move the second reading of 
the Bill. 

The Lord Chancellor observed, that the 
circumstanre of a similar Bill being in 
piogress through parliament, would pre¬ 
vent the existing Bill irum becoming ino¬ 
perative, even should the time provided 
lor lU dura'ion expire before ihe pairing 
of the IKW Bill. To him, however, these 
surccssive measures olsuspeilsioii ajipearcd 
highly inexpei'ient. 

Earl G’rosr.uor expies«ied his hope, if 
that was the feeling ol the noble and 
learned hud, lint he w'oiild Uiivi his aid 
tow lids the iiiTuduction oi a Bill, not ut 
suopension, but ot ^t olition. 

Tile Loir/(/7i<irt<’t//<r ileclated, that the 
noblee<iil had uiieily iii.Htaken Ins senti- 
tiienis oil iln subject, lie ihooghi all iii- 
U'lfeiemt vMih ii nug.Uory and iinxpe- 
dicnl. lie wished the nolile eail would 
take some other day iliaii '\S'’tdfn wlav ; 
as th'’ie weu alrea'Ij >.oiuf oideis lor that 
da\, the dwcu>ioii of winch would pioba- 
bly 0 ( copy con<.|derable time. 

Afttr a short convciMlion hi tween lord 
Aiden and earl <jrosvenur, Fritlay was 
fixed for ilie mot on. 
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Monday, Julj/ 4 . 

NoRinriiN Lu.iir-IIoi sis But ] The 
IIouw* having resolved it^eli into a Com- 
mutee, on the Bill lor enabling the com- 
nnssioiieis oi the Noitiiein Light houses to 
purihise (he island and light ot Ma), at 
the eutranre ot the Inrtii of Foith, and for 
amending several Acts m legaid to the 
Morlhi rn Luht-houses, 

Mr. htuhiy objected to the piinciple of 
making the expente of the new light on 
the isle of May tail on vessels that had no 
advantage horn it. He thought that it 
should Iw paid by an increased rate on 
those vesst Is that* navigated on lha cast 
coast ol Scotland. 

Mr. (Vo&er observed, that hitherto the 
noi ilieni lights were managed by one com¬ 
mission, and much the greater number of 
lighi-housea were on the west coast of 
Scotland. It would be found difficult, if 
not impossible, to propottion exactly what 
( VOL. XXVUI. f 
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every vessel should pay to each light¬ 
house sepal ately. The charge had there- 
foie been paid to the common fund which 
supported them all. Those who navigated 
the westein coasts of Scotland, had hither* 
to all the advantage, as they paid less 
money, and bad more light-hovses. Those 
who navigated the eastern coasts, and who 
had pa d most money to this fund, were 
entitled to have a good light on the isle of 
May, wliich shoulil be p,iid from the same 
fund. They had been payiiAa ioQg time 
towards the light houses otiMne weslerit 
roast; and it was but just that this light, 
winch be knew to be iiecessaty, should be 
paid out o( the general fund. 

Sir It' Curtii 'poke to his knowledge of 
the nc^'cssity ol a new light on the isle of 
May. 

A long ctinveisalion took place, and 
the comnnttte divided, when theie Was a 
majority of 73 to 3J in favoui of the Bill. 

The Piiim fss of Walfs ] The Chan¬ 
cellor of the I'Aditquer moved the Older 
of the day, fui the ilouse to resolve itself 
into a committee, on the documents upoa 
the lalile respet ting her loyal highness 
the Piiiicess ol Walts The que»tion hav¬ 
ing heeit put fiom the Chan, 

Lord Cosllcratgk observtd, that if in 
the cummiliee it should be detnieil expo* 
d ent to make an uigmcntaiion of the in¬ 
come of the Princess ol Wales, he was 
empoweied to give the royal assent to 
suih nugmen'aUon. 

Mr. Tietney begged leftve to put ona 
question on a. point of lorni, before the 
Speaker left the chair. He doubted whe¬ 
ther it was rrgulai, without any message 
from the crown, and without ant liisiimt 
proposition, for the House to re>*dvc itself 
into a comnultee. He did not think the 
papeis upon the table allei Jed a suflicient 
ground lor such a proceeding. 

Lord Cosihreuuh, not appealing to com- 
piehend the n itnre of the quisiion, re¬ 
plied, that if the Princess of Wales did 
not think fit to accept the augmentation 
to be pioposed in the committie, it would 
be in the power ol her Koyal Highness to 
refuse it. 

Mr. 7ifrufy repeated bis question. IIo 
though! It would he irregular for the 
Ilouse to pioceed to the consideration of 
this subject wi'hout a mess.vge fiom the 
crown. «- some other distinct mfomiaiion 
befoie it. 

The Speaker said, that it was a matter 
entirely for the decision of the House, 

( 21 ) 
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whether the documents presented open: 
this subject, bore upon the face of them 
BufOcient ground and authority for the 
proceeding now suggested. He was not * 
aware that a question of this kind, had | 
ever before occurred in the history of par- | 
liament, and of course, therefore, the 
House would not expect from him any I 
opinion. No grant of the public money I 
jCoulil be made but d>y the royal assent; 
the only ca^that bad any resemblance to 
the prcsentjllms that of thh 4^ per cent, 
duties. 

Mr. Tierney observed, that all he could 
learn from the Speaker was, that this was 
a new case upon which the House was to 
make its own decision. There was cer¬ 
tainly notlyng in the papers that would 
raise any money question : they contain¬ 
ed no reference to any grant of money : 
all they amounted to was, an agreement 
between the Prince and Princess of Wales, 
to separate in 1800, and another agree¬ 
ment in 1800, respecting an allowance 
then to be maJe to the Princess, upon 
condition, that if she incurred debts by 
exceeding her income, they weie to be 
defrayed oy act of parliament. It could 
not be said that there had been any such 
exceeding since that period ; in short, no- 
tliing tq authorize this novel mode of pro¬ 
ceeding. The usual inode was for a mes¬ 
sage to be sent down, desiring the House 
to enable the crown to make any addition. 
He saw no reason why the noble lord 
should in this instance have gone out of 
the established practice, which bad been 
pursued on every occasion when grants 
bad been made to any brandies of the 
Toyal family. There were but two modes 
in which these matters could be regularly 
disenssed, either by moving an Address to 
the crown, or by bringing a message from 
the crown. The (irccedent that the noble 
^ lord was now about to set, might be at¬ 
tended with the most mischievous conse¬ 
quences. If it weie a new' case, a new 
remedy must undoubtedly be provided. 

Loid Castkreagh observed, that in all 
cases where graiits had been made to the 
junior branches of the royal family, the 
most usual and most natural way bad been 
by message from the throne j but he did 
not think the House would judge it expe¬ 
dient to follow this precedent on all occa¬ 
sions, lyhere an allowance, under circum¬ 
stances like those of the present case, had 
already been made. In cases where the 
crown was addressed by parliament, the 
eccupant of the throne was not supposed 
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to be acquainted with the' object. The 
question bad been already raised iiV par¬ 
liament ; the disposition of the House to 
make an additional allowance was well 
known; it was not, then, unnatural or im¬ 
proper in the crown, to give its assent that 
the question might be brought under the 
view of the House. 

Mr. Tierney begged the noble lord to 
inform him of what it was in this case 
that the crown took notice It was all 
very well for the noble lord to say that 
there was a general feeling in the House 
in favour of an augmentation,-—but what 
was the fact? One single member had 
made a motion upon the subject, which 
was afterwards withdrawn. Did this look 
like a general concurrence in the House ? 
The question he wivbed to be answered 
was, Of what it was that the crown took 
notice ? 

Lord Casllereu^h added, that the crown 
possessed so much knowledge of the fact, 
as to order the papers to be, laid before 
the House. His lordship did not see any 
objection to any member making a motion 
on the subject, the consent of the crown 
having b( en given, and in the exercise ot 
i his di&ctction he wished to make such o’ 
proposal to the'llouse, 

I Mr. Tierney rejilied, that no answer had 
I been given to his (jnesiion. The royal 
assent having been given, any member, it 
was true,*could make a motion ; but why 
were the papers upon the table referred 
to the committee before that assent was 
known ? There was no information before 
the House relating to any question of mo¬ 
ney. He rec^uested the opinion of the 
•Speaker. 

Lord Castkreagh remarked, that he saw 
no objection to referring the information 
to a committee of the House. Whet was 
to be done in that committee was another 
question: it might be a question whetlier 
upon such a basis the House could found a 
measure like that which Was now to be 
suggested. 

Mr, Wynn thought that the belter way 
would have been for the House to resolve 
itself into a committee on the esta'bii'th- 
ment of the Princess of Wales. His prin¬ 
cipal object in rising was to ask the noble 
lord on what precedent he founded hi» 
motion i He had understood him to say, 
on a former occasion, that it was consis¬ 
tent with the practice of parliament, 
though not in the best tiroes. 

The ^aker then staled his opinion; 
The case was admh(«d to be entirely 
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proceeding* ww>» that certain papers, by 
royal coaaotand, bad been laid upon the 
table. It was competent, then, for any 
neoibei: to raove that those papers should 
be taken into consideration; but if the 
object was a grant of money, the recom¬ 
mendation of the crown was necessary. 
Whether these papers, so referred, would 
aH'urd a sufficient basis, was not a question 
fur bis decision, but be knew of no irre¬ 
gularity in referring the papers to a com¬ 
mittee, or why the croWn might not be 
supposed to know the contents of papers 
that it had ordered to be laid upon the 
table. It was impossible to judge in this 
case but by its analogy to the ordinary 
proceeding. 

Mr. Ticmejf said, he would submit to 
the doctrine laid down by the Speaker, if 
the papers on the table had any reference 
to a grant of money. 

Mr. Whitbread said, that the difficulty 
arose from the premature motion of the 
noble lord, who ought to have waited until 
the House was in a committee, before be 
stated that he was roiumissioned to give 
tlie royal assent. Tiie mode of proceed¬ 
ing that nigiii adopted, was certainly not 
the most respectlul to anv individual, but 
more particularly to the princess of Wales. 
Whfn the noble lord on the night of the 
discussion of ttiis subject, announced the 
various doeumenls that had passed, he 
certainly bad luentioued in terms a formal 
deed oi separation, hut among the papers 
upon the table no such paper was includ¬ 
ed. The noble lord b.id asserted, that it 
was drawn up by the higbesi legal autho¬ 
rities of the day, but it turned out to be 
nothing more than a pecuniary arrange¬ 
ment lor the augmentation of the income 
of the Princess of Wale.s to 17,00U/. by 
quarterly payments, and providing that, if 
her Royal Highness should exceed her in¬ 
come, BBch excess should be defrayed by 
act of pailiaiaent; although, iu aiiotlier 
part of the same instrument, the Prince 
was made Liable thereby, disproving the 
assertion, that it was drawn np by the 
most eminent legal aolhorities. It was 
but justice to state, as be did then assert 
from the best authority—authority which 
be could not doubt—that so far from any 
cause having arisen for the motion of that 
night, the fact was, that the Princess of 
Wales bad made such occmiomical ar- 
rangemeuts to meet the difficulties of the 
times, that at the present moment she was 
Bol indebted to the extent of a single shil> 
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ling. The princess had made no call 
upon .paidianaent or upon the Priode for 
assUtance, and she bad given no authority 
for any application for the increase of her 
income. Before the House went ioto lire 
committee, be deemed it right further to 
state, what had been the pecuniary situa¬ 
tion of ^ the Princess of Wales up to the 
preseut' time. The Prioress of Wales ar¬ 
rived in this country in 17P3,'expecting 
to participate in all the splendour of the 
heir apparent of tlie British throne; but 
very shortly afterwards, from circum¬ 
stances whicii it was not uccesiiary to re¬ 
capitulate, a separate establishment wsts 
fornied for her Royal Highnesh, which was 
paid by the Prince of Wales niiltl 18U0. 
in that year it was thought 6t to rndko ar¬ 
rangements, limiting the exjienditure of 
the Princess of Wales, When she resided 
in Carlton House, with an establinhment 
provided for her, she was allowed 17,000k 
per annum, excluMve of 5,0l>0/. pm mo¬ 
ney, allowed by act of parliament; hot 
upon the sejiaralion, her whole income 
was reduced to 12,000/. a year: out of 
that limited buiii, not being able to pay 
the necciisary expences of iurniture, plate, 
and linen, fur a new ami distinct estal)lii»h- 
nient, considerable debts were inrmred ; 
and it wa.s agreed by the miniKter ol the 
(lay, to recommend to his M-yesly the 
payment of those debts; but the piovision 
bem^ made near the time of the death of 
Mr. Put, the discharge was not completely 
act'oitiplished. Aiieiwards, the Princess 
of Wales had the benefit of the advice of 
Mr. Peu'cval, at which time the debts al¬ 
together amounted to 51 ,tK>0/ and a frac¬ 
tion. The Prince of Walca agreed lo take 
upon htnuelf the paymeut of 4-'i,0/)0/ in¬ 
cluding the balance remaining unpaiil 
under Mr. Put’s arrangement. At this 
period also, the income of the Priintess of 
Wales was aiigmcntt-d to I7,0ti0/, per 
nnnuin, and the excuse made for the 
smallness of the previous amount uas, thfe 
difficulties in which the Prince of Wiles 
was involved, which reduced his own in¬ 
come to 21-,000/, It must be confessed, 
however, that these embarrassments were 
in no respect to i>e attributed to the Prin¬ 
cess of Wales, and she had, on separation, 
a right to expect such a provision as be¬ 
came the rank she {teld. The hon. mem¬ 
ber begged to take this opportunity of' 
obiiterat'ng the impmssion which the no¬ 
ble lord made upon the House and 
upoci^tbe country, by his solemn assertion, 
that a formal de^ of separation, diawu 
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up the first legel autberities, had fieeif 
«£re«d upoo by the Prince fuul Princess 
' at Walesf and sanctioned by the authority 
of the common jiareiit of the parties and 
of the fieople. The truth was, that no 
SQch instrument had ever been signed, nor 
aruuld the Piincess of Wales have put her 
band to any such docommi. When, 
bowevct, the inrome of the Regent w'as 
increased to (j(),0O()/, il was required that 
some addition ehould be made to that of 
the Piiiicessof Wales whieli then wis li¬ 
mned to only l'2,()00/. ))er aiiiimii. In 
consequaucc, in IJJO'I, that l-Jt'OOi. was | 
inneasrd to J7 000/. The rajnd n-e in ' 
the value of all articles of coiisiiuiptioii i 
was flit by all, and on Ibis ground appli- i 
cations had been made by btlier biiuiches j 
of the royal family for additions to their , 
salaries: tlie Princess of Wales, h‘*\»tver, j 
bad met these, diilieullies by other means; 
she had adopted ecuiiutuical airangeiiKnts j 
by which the interference now prormsed , 
was not necessaiy, and Mi. Whitbread j 
beliered neve* w«<ul<l be requireil. hlie ] 
bad not cjcceedcd her income, and liad 
neither suggested, directed, auihori.'<ed, ^ 
nor sanctioned any appticaiion to pailia- | 
iiient for pecuniary assistance. Thus 
much he had thought it necessary to state I 
btfore the House went into the coinmittce. 

Lord Vastlereftnh said, that be should 
postpone some remarks upon what had 
bdlen from the lion, member until aftet 
the Speaker had left the chair. 

Mr. liosc supported the motion for the 
House going into the, committee. 

The Spui/icr ob-served, upon a confusion 
of terms ciiqiio^cd in tins discussion. 
The consent uiid rccoinnietidation oi the 
crown were totally distinct; tlie proper 
phrase in this case was ceitaiiily the 
latter. 

Lord Castlata^h said, that ho was au¬ 
thorized to employ the word ‘ recommeii- 
dation' in its laigest sen«e. 

The Speaktr Uien left his scat, and the 
House went into the committee. 

Lc»rd Cas'lerec^h rose, and spoke as fol¬ 
lows ’ll is my wish, before 1 proceeu 
,iurlher inui tlie .subject, to correct some 
niisappi eheinions as to the nature, and 
eKlent of ihe income' of the Princess of 
Wales, which have gone abroad at various 
periods, bOt 'vlucu do not vary tlie result. 
The hon* nieinbi r has repeated the state¬ 
ment made by an hon. gentleman (Mr. 
Meilnien) on a former night, that previous 
to the year ISOO, the income of the Prin* 
cess of Wales was l7»000i. besides 6,000/. 
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for her privy parse, paidr eat df the Ex¬ 
chequer. If 1 am correctly informed, 
drawing my intelligence through the most 
authentic channels, the Princess oi Wales, 
previous to the year ISOO, bad no fixed 
annual income, and that after dial year 
l!i/,OO0/. were allowed While her Royal 
Highness continued to reside at Cail'ton 
House, her fixed income was only 6,000/, 
allowed by act of pailianieiit, her o’iier 
expences being paid out of the general 
fund for domestic charges, as the biils of 
the Prince of Wales, It is eiitire'y a mis- 
uke to suppow, that upon any occasion 
1 ypoke of a furiiul deed of separaiion; 
that which amounted to the same thing 
was signed in 1800 , whiili first cMablisbed 
a fixed income for the Pini< ess of Wales. 
It IS not ihe tart titat the Prim ess of 
Wales was allowed li‘2,000/. before she 
i|uine(l Carlton House; but it n true, that 
on leaving it 12 , 000 /, a year was gianted, 
not as any dedne ion, but as a new ar- 
r.tngemciit, and a fixed iiiennie. I must 
repeat, whai 1 s.nd iipi-n a f.>rmer night, 
lhat,consi.iei ing 'he ex'simgcnc uuistances 
of Ins Reyal Highne'>s, tins allowance was 
as liberal or more l.h< ral ihun my mdivi- 
dual so .siluatvd would have given ; it ex¬ 
ceeded one qu tiler ol his whole niromc. 
I will not ciiier now into any aiguments 
respecting exlravaganne-. on either sale, 
but on Ihe part of the Prince ».f W^ne.^, I 
do maiiUairi, that he ai ted in ihis engage¬ 
ment with the same liberaliiy that has 
ever marked his conduct towards the Prin¬ 
cess of Wales. He took upon lii»iNell. in 
the payment of 19,000/. >he debt of 
his wife, who liv<d in a state ni separation, 
and ra'her th.ni allow her creditors to 
sutler, he put biniseit to great personal in- 
coiiveiiience. With respect to the amount 
of the debts of the Princess of Wales, the 
hon. member and the House will see that 
if the sum of 49 000/. paid in 1S09, be di¬ 
vided into an annual income between that 
date and the separation in 1800 , it will 
appear that the actual income oi the Prin¬ 
cess of Wales was more than 22,000/. per 
annum. This was exclusive of the sums 
paid outof the droits of Admiralty, amount¬ 
ing to 32,000/. and 0,000/. 'I'he actual 
reduction, however, of the Prince of 
Wales’s income, from J800 to 1809, was 
22,000/. per annum. It now came to the 
question, what addition it was fit to make 
to the revenue of tbe Princess of Wales, 
and what sum it was es^edient for parlia¬ 
ment to grant i 

At the time the arrajagenent was made 
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in 1809, it vrM‘ liitanded to be final and 
binding upon the parties tvho treated, as 
in a state of absolute and complete aepara- 
tion. However conclusive it might be 
upon them, it does not, however, preclude 
pHrliarnent from interfering to enable the 
Princess of Wales to maintain an esta* 
blishtnenl more suited to her station in the 
country.—>The measure, which under all 
the ciicumstances 1 think mos* desirable, 
is lo raise the income of the Princess of 
Wales to that point, to which it would be 
raised in the event of the demise of the 
Prince Regent; for, without entering into 
legal details as to the nature of the sepa¬ 
ratum, It is universally known to be as 
complete in fact as any separation which 
can take place betwfeen two persons. 
As, theiefore, the Princess of Wales can¬ 
not he III the enjoyment of ihoso advan¬ 
tages which, if both these illustrous pef- 
soru- livttl together, she would receive, 
and as it is not within the piovince of par¬ 
liament to investigate the causes of these 
difieretu'es, nor consistent with the intrrrst 
or dignity of the royal tsniiily that any 
f)ues(inii respecting their dilleretu'es '■liouIJ 
be entertained in this House—it seems 
consistent with justice, that her RojmI 
lligiincss should be jilaced in the lauic 
situaii.m pending this sepal atum, in which 
she would s*aud in the event of another 
calamity. By the proposition which 1 
shall submit to tiir committee, the income 
oi her Royal Iligbness will thus be raised 
to a net amount »f 5U,()U0/. per annum. 
The manner in which 1 wish to propose 
this iiK nine to be payable, is, that the 
wholv chaige of it should lust on the con¬ 
solidated lund, instead ol being in part 
issued hoiii the income ot the Prince Re¬ 
gent, and m part from the Exchequer, as 
js the I'use at present; and that the public 
shall be indemnified to the amount of the 
sum which is at present paid to the Pt in- 
cess of Wales, out of the income of the 
Prince Regent, 

As to the nature of the arrangement for¬ 
merly made between the Prince of Wales 
and the Princess, the object wa», that his 
Royal Highness should not be, subse¬ 
quently to the signing of that paper, liable 
to the debts contracted by the Princess, 
it is true that it was ouly on the generosity 
of his Royal Highness that the creditors of 
the Princess had any claim; as they had 
not complied with the rules of the law 
enacted for the regulation of the Prince of 
Wales’s income, in which it was expressed 
that unless all debts were given in within 
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thred odonths after they had bren Con¬ 
tracted, they should not be re-ctaimable. 
Thus it was to the generosity of liia Royat ' 
Highness, that the creditors of the Prin¬ 
cess of Wales Were indebted for the pay¬ 
ment which has been alluded to, and not 
to any want on the part of his Royal 
Highness of legal protection. But his 
Royal highness was not secure against 
being liable to the future debts of the 
Princess, as he might at any time have 
been obliged to pay any debt contracted 
by the Princess, if her creditors had taken 
the trouble to give in their claims to the 
Prince within the stated time. It may be 
doubted, indeed, whether it woald not 
have been a sufficient bar to the recovery 
from the Prince of all debts contracted 
by the Princess of Wales, that the two 
illustrious persons were notoriously in a 
state of separation, and that her Royal 
Highne>>8 had a separate allowance aa- 
signed fur her sustenance. If in such a 
case, independently of all deeds of sepa- 
ratimi, the creditors of the wife could not 
recover d foriiori with a deed of separa- 
linn, they could not have any claim. But 
It w-is the peculiar situation of the Prince 
of Wales at that time, that, for the purpose 
ot justice to his actual creditors, the par¬ 
liament had taken away from him the 
ability of incurring debts, and from enter¬ 
ing into any deed which might afiect his 
iiicumc. It was thus that his Royal High- 
luss required the protection of the law 
more than any other subject, and it was 
lo this purpose that the paper which has 
been presented to the House was drawn 
up, and hts Majesty’s signature affixed, 
not only as a proof of the separation of 
the illustrious parties, atjd the separate 
maintenance^, but that there was not only 
the separation de facto, but .>uch an im- 
pi'obahiliry, or rather impossibility, that a 
term illation of this separation should take 
place, that his Majesty was induced to 
lend bis sanction to the deed of arrange^ 
meui. From motives of delicacy, his 
Royal Highness had at the same time un- 
dei taken to pay the debts previously cob* 
traded by the Princess, with the assu¬ 
rance cn the part of his Majesty, conveyed 
in the paper which has been mentioned, 
that in future cases, if any such occurred, 
he should be allowed to seek protection 
from parliament. 

As to the nature of the regulations of 
the measure, it will be unnecessary for me 
to detail them minutely, until the Bill it¬ 
self shall be submitted to the considera^ 
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tion of ptrUwpeot, 1^ will not<be Rdvujii* 
ble to place her Iloyal Highness un^ the 
eame dis^tli^ in which the jterlianient 
has thought fit to place the Princess of 
Wales, because in fact no debt has been 
lately incurred by her Jioyal Highness to 
<»Ab for the iulcrference of parliaroent. 
Another object of the measure I shall pro¬ 
pose is, to protect the Prince Regent from 
the payment of any debts which may in 
future be contracted by the Princess of 
Wales, as her Royal Highness will now 
have a distinct separate income charged 
on the consolidated fund. I wish to pro* 
9 se that the* net annual sum of 50,000/. 
e granted to the Princess of Wales, and 
that the 5,0001. per anii. and the 17,000/. 
par annum, which she at present enjoys, 
pe withheld from the Prince Regent’s in¬ 
come. His lordship having stated that 
this was the general outline of the mea¬ 
sure he should propose, concluded by 
moving this Resolution—" That it is the 
opinion of the Committee, that his Ma¬ 
jesty be enable 1 to grant the annual sum 
of 50,000/. out of the consolidated fund of 
Croat Rritain, for the maintenance of her 
royal highness the Princess of Wales.” 

Mr. Wtuitread rose to set the Committee 
right as to the past income of the Princess 
of Wales, and observed, that she was not 
guilty of the embarrassment created by 
the act of parliament to which she was 
not a party. He could not illustrate the 
matter better than by a statement of the 
various arrangements which had been 
made for the payment of the Prince of 
Wales’s debts. Before the Princess of 
Wales came to this country, she expected 
to find the Prince of Wales in the full en¬ 
joyment of the splendour due to his station, 
as the second finhl arragemeot for the pay¬ 
ment of bis debts had been made previous 
to her arrival. Shortly after her arrival 
in this country, it M'as found impossible 
that his Royal Highness could continue 
his establishmeuts in the dignity in which 
parliament had expected them to have 
been maintained. In the consequent re¬ 
duction of the establishments, the Princess 
of Wales necessarily shared, which, after 
two final arrangements, she could not have 
expected. >Serenteen thousand pounds 
were, however, at that time set aside for 
her, whether paid into her hands or not, 
betides the 5,oou/. which was legally due 
m her as pin-mpocy.and which was vested 
in the hands of loid Cholmondeley and 
lord Thurlow, In 1707 the separation 
was deterpiiped on, and here he should' 
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aik, why the term separg^ was to much 
dwelt on by the noble lord ? Did be mean 
to found any legal measure on such a 
term, or to prevent her Royal Highness Grom 
the enjoyo>ent of any of her just rights/ 
Her Royal Highness was no paity to a use 
of this word, nor did lie agree that tite 
paper which had been laid on the table, 
amounted to a deed of separation. The 
Chancellor himself bad expressed the 
gravest doubts, wlieibur any instrument of 
separation could have a legal eflect. 
When the Princess of Wales had been 
limited to 12 , 000 /. a year, it was said that 
it was a great act of generosity to increase 
her allowance. But it was juat to re¬ 
member, that when the Piincess left 
Oarlton-housc, she had lo provide her fur¬ 
niture, plate, and houbc-reut—(or the 
only articles which weie given to her 
from Carlton-house, were some knives and 
forks. It would not, therefore, seem any 
great act of generosity that this allowance 
was increased. It would tie seen how Aio- 
derate this allowance ot 12 , 000 /. a 3 ear, to 
which the necessity of the Prince of 
Wales had reduced her Royal Highiies-s, 
was, when it was remembered that tiy an 
application made on his heball on the 5tli 
of December. 1727, by lord Ciioliaondelcy, 
her Royal Highness was ollcred, in the 
event of a separation, a bouse in town with 
20 , 000 /. a year, besides the 6 000 /. settled 
on her. In IbOO, however, when the se¬ 
paration took place, 12 , 000 /. was the ex¬ 
tent of the allowance to her llo 3 al High¬ 
ness; and yet surprize, was cxpiessed ih.it 
a debt should have been coiiuacted, and 
paid out of the income of ihu Pi mco n( 
Wales, to the amount of the 6 , 000 /. paid 
for the relinquishment of a house in 
Greenwich park. All that was necessary 
on this part of the. queiUion, was to relievo 
her Royal Highness from the imputation 
of extravagance, and from tlie idea of her 
having entertained any wish or desire of 
the means of gratifying that propensity, 
or that such was the intention of the ap¬ 
plications which had been made to the 
House. She bad been satisfied with the 
allowance which she had possessed, nor 
bad she any disposition tu have it in¬ 
creased until she had known the sense of 
the House on the subject. No such in¬ 
tention was entertained by any one who 
bad applied to parliament on the subject 
of her Royal Iligliness, and be could dis¬ 
tinctly state, that the Princess had never 
authorized any one, directly or indirectly, 
to make any pfoposition oa (he subject of 
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increasing her ittcoWie sittce the arrange- 
mctttof i80j>. 

Lord Castlefeagh observed, that though 
an arrangement, which was considered 
final, bad been made respecting the 
Ptince of Wales’s dr bis, yet as ih'ey had 
been contracted, it was necessary for 
fhem in some manner to be paid. He bad 
not mentioned the sum of 6,000/. for the 
bouse at Greenwich, as having been paid 
out of the Priiitc of Wales's income; it 
had, in fact, been paid out of the droits of 
Admiralty. But 0,000/. was paid out 
of the Prince of Wales’s income, being 
the balance left unpaid on tliose debts in¬ 
tended to have been paid out of (he droits 
of the Admiralty, but which weie only 
paid from that 'fund to the amount of 
32.000/. If the amount of the debts of the 
Prmrtss paid by the Pi nice, had been 
added to her income, it vionld have 
amounted to 22,000/. per annum, with 
a remainder of (i.OOO/. The Princess 
also had never been at the entire e«- 
pence of her places of residence, for 
plares of residence, with conculeiable out¬ 
fit, had bet ii assigned to her by his Ma- | 
jesty; lliough be did not intend to found 
nny argument on the statement he had 
made, \ et he thought it just that the Prince 
Regent should hate full cretlit for rhe e.\cr- 
tioiis w hieli he liad made for the Princess. 
He lepeaUd, lha‘ never any husband sur- 
rendtrtd op so much for a wife as his 
Ro){ii Highness had done; and that, 
whattvoi was the cause or result of the 
separation, it had never been his intention 
to visit the Princess with any pecuniary 
inconveiiitnce. 

Mr. //7i«Are«d observed, in explanation, 
that between 26 and 27,000/. had been 
paid for the Piinccss out of the droits of 
the Admiralty, and not .32,000/. which 
was the amount of all the debts intended 
to have been so paid. 

Mr. Turnty did not wish to trespass on 
the time of the Committee, but he must 
say, that be understood the separation be¬ 
tween the Prince Regent and the Piincess 
of Wales, simply as a sepaiation arising 
from incompatibility of temper, or some 
such reason, and no farther. He lamented 
that the dtflerence had run to such an ex¬ 
tent, but he should decline all comments 
upon it. He ofl^red to the noble lord his 
thanks for bis achievement. All he had 
already done was less than this, by which 
lie had advised his Royal Highness to re¬ 
commend a suitable provision for the 
Princess of Wales. By this proposition, 
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the rank tmd dignity of the I^iace^a of 
Wales were recognised by parliament; 
and that stfep faappi^ having been taken, 
he hoped that, on me approaching day of 
public thanksgiving, there cnuld be little 
doubt, that her Royal Highness would find 
her place in the procession, though not 
particularly near to the Prince Regent, and 
her place in the cathedral: than which 
nothing could be more pleasing to the 
House and to the country. One word as 
to the mode of payment. When be said 
that the Princess, if apart, was entitled to 
50,000/. a year, he added, that if he had 
the honour of being her adviser, he should 
recommend her not to burthen the country 
with so large a sum. He should think, per¬ 
haps, that 28 , 000 /. would be what she might 
be disposed to receive. But supposing the 
50,000/. granted and accepted, be did not 
understand the arrangement respecting the 
consolidated fund, oih which it was pro¬ 
posed to charge it in one sum, as it was 
said, for greater convenience; and in lieu 
of the 17,000/. and the 5,000/. a year. 
But what, then, became of the remaining 
sums from the fund ? The Pi ince of 
Wales had GO,000/. a year from it for 
his father's and his own life. The Prince 
could not be in want of that sum, except 
m the case of the King’s recovery. He 
now iretived 60,000/. per annum, voted 
to him only as Prince of Wales; but he 
was otherwise provided for by the Civil 
List, &c.' He wished to know why this 
might not be taken away altogether, and 
the public be relieved of the burthen? 
Why not transfer fifty of the 60 , 000 /. to 
the l*rincess ? The noble lord thought the 
Prince, undtr present arrangements, could 
have no debts; yet it wassaifl he retained 
a sum to pay jdebts. It would appear that 
the Prince of Wales made the charge, and 
that the Princess was intake all the odium 
of it. BotthePiinrc had encumbrances, 
lie should never argue on that topic. All 
he would say w'as, if it were so, and there 
was no fund, to pay all off at once, and 
above board, as had been done for his 
royal father, and let his Royal Highness 
live like the sovereign of this great empire. 
In justice to the Princess of Wales, he 
must say, if she accepted the 50,0(k)l a 
year, that it was not her charge on the 
country; buttlirt it was necessary, fiom 
another suih being devoted to purposes 
unknown to parliament. 

Lord CaiUereagh disclaimed any credit 
to himself for the proposition which he had 
mada. More credit was due to the lion. 
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gentleman nviiom be did not see in his 
place (Mr. Metiioen); for if the advocates 
of the prinrexs had before fairly said that 
au increase of her allowance was the object, 
there would have been no difficulty oii the 
sabject. In answer to what had fallen 
from the right bon gentleman, he should 
gay, that the last occasion on which be 
should endeavour to bring together parties 
who felt mutual repugnance, would be on 
an occasion where devotion might be in.' 
terrupted by feelings of the nature alluded 
to. As to the income formerly granted to 
the Prince of Wales, it had been applied 
' since the time of the regulation which first 
took place after the Regency, to the lifjui- 
datiou of the debts of the Prince Regent. 
Since that time the liquidation had pro¬ 
ceeded ; not one new debt had been 
charged on that fund, and it was the inten¬ 
tion of the Prince Regent that no new 
debts should be charged on it, and when 
the present debts were liquidated, it would 
rcveit to the countiy. 

Mr. Ticmei said, he was satisfied, now 
he understood that the fund in question 
existed only till the Prince’s debts were 
paid, although he did not know when that 
would be, or what the debts were. As to 
the appearance of the Princess on the 
Thanlcsgiring'day, he did not a»^k the 
noble lord to work impossibilities, but it 
.was reasonable that when the House of 
Commons had voted to the Princess of 
Wales so large a sum as 50,000/., a year, 
that she should be present at a solemnity 
at which the Royal Family, Pteresses, 
Lords and Commoners were to be present. 
He did not expect any reconciliation, but 
it would be pleasing to the public to sec 
the two royal persunage.s together, and he 
earnestly hoped, that the rank of the 
Princess would be respected on that occa¬ 
sion, because, otherwise, so large a v(»te 
would savour of a bribe or a compromise, 
lie was persuaded that the noble loid coold 
mean no such insult, and that the Urgent 
was incapable of it. The proclamation 
commanded that all persons should go to 
church on Thursday, and that sur h as dia 
not, would fall under his Royal Highness’s 
severe displeasure. What, then, was the 
Princess to do? Was she to be shut out 
from the cathedral church ? lie hoped not; 
but that if notin the same pew with the 
Prince, some place would be found for her 
Royal Highness. 

Mr. Wkitbread. 1 again disclaim what 
has been imputed by the noble lord That 
money has been my motive in biingiug 
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forward these discusstons^l again peremp* 
torily deny.—1 had it in Contemplation to 
obiain for the Princess of Wales justice-^. 
1 had it ill contemplation to ob'.ain mercy— 
1 had it in conteiiipiation to obtain the 
protection of this House, and the protec¬ 
tion has been obtained. The nu-mber for 
Wilthbire (Mr. Methuen), who fust .nen- 
iioucd the proposition of a vote on a former 
night, disclaimed all authority from the 
Princess of W-des. When fust she heard 
of the proposition, she said, 1 sliali not 
be allowed to .starve in this country—1 
shall not be obliged to beg my bitad—and 
1 will not compromise my rights for any 
thing which can be' ofiered to me.” 
Whatever she accepts, it must be in the 
contemplation lh<it she gives up nothing of 
rank, of dignity, and character, wlucli, b}' 
the grant of tins separate and ampb'—too 
ample allowance, it is evident .site holds in 
tlic eyes of all the nation. It is m ttif-r ol 
consideration, whetlur her Royal Highness 
.sh^ll be admitted within that t'.uhi dial, 
where all of high rank a!*’ to be adinitled. 
If an application made u.i her bchall were 
refused, liow would the inilioti inook tins 
iiplignity ? If tlieie be found one to advise 
a denial, and if it bo inti ridi’d not only to 
exclude her Royal IJighness from (he 
<lrawing-room, bom matters of cciemoriy', 
but from saying her prayers wnli the na- 
lion—what a meie mockeiy will tlie pro- 
claniatioti, of the Prime Regent and our 
Resolutions be, if when we pray for for¬ 
giveness of our tre-passes as we forgive 
others, there is one per-.on in the kingdom 
shut out—not from lorgivcness oiil\—but 
from ju.>ti(’e. As to the provi.-.i<,tt whir h is 
to be made by thi« vote, it is laigo—much 
I larger than any of the frit nds of her Royal 
Highness could have contemplated, if 
any such idea had entered their minds. 
It is lor her Royal Highness to consider, 
whettier she (Iimks proper to accept the 
wdiide of it. 1 have no doub* that she vvill 
act with dignity and propriety i and if 
I she rails in .idvisers on the. subjet r, J hope 
she will call in such as will support her in 
, her own honourable ideas, 
j Mr. CVin/KRg felt great sat'sfaction in 
, voting for the proposition, the rather be* 
cauoe he inisied u would be<final. Ily 'lia 
act of that night, ilu-y were lollowiiig up 
the manifest itnui of their sentiments as 
formerly exi'ressed, in a mamier that t ould 
not be nil-taken. He should have ab¬ 
stained Iroin speakii.g, bin f»>r some o'"* 
! servatiofis fiom the hoti I'eiiib ma'ii oppo- 
I site, wbicb leant rsUiur in favour of her 
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, Royal llighttesi's declining the grant. He 
had seen but one course in this business, 
and thnt vras to abstain from particular 
points, wiiereon they could come to no 
decision. If her Royal Highness was ad> > 
yised to object to the grant, it would seem ! 
as if she looked to some future dissensions; 
he hoped, therefore, on all accounts, that 
the grant, such as the wisdom of the 
House voted it, would be accepted by the 
Pi'iiccss in ail its extent. It was for her 
inteiest and her honour to avoid any other 
constiucdoii, than that she rested im¬ 
plicitly on what had passed. 

Mr. Pontonfy supported the motion ; 
but refrained irom giving any opinion of 
the cause of it. 

The Resolution was agiecd to unani¬ 
mously. 

I/iNDON PmsoNs IbtL.] Mr. Ilolford 
moved the second reading of the Ihll. 
All hot! aldeinian, h-- said, had, on a 
former eveniiii:, represi ii'ed (ins Bill as a 
subversion ol the «lirle,(oiisiin.‘.fiii ol (he j 
city o( l.uud<)ti. iietuuhloite ncinriioWf 
the (oiisii'ution ssouhl itL subsetleil' by j 
calling 111 mhei fiieo'hits of 'ts coipora-, 
tion to assist in supei<nii tiding ihuse g-tols. I 
Nntwiiiioianding alt tit it had bt < ii said ‘ 
about the rules ot the gat Is viliere ciinii- 
rials At re ( oiiiiiud, he iotinii no other rules I 
but whit weie di.inn iip by the gauiois. 
As to (he regulations, the st..'e of ino“t of, 
those prisons, and ttie Boioi’gli tonipier in I 
patuculai, called ntost siioiigly tor re¬ 
dress. lie did not oil an (o cast < insure | 
on the a>dermen, but he supposid that, 
from iheir many other aioca'ions, they 
bad not time to visit, with sufficient atten¬ 
tion. those prisons. 

Sir IP i'urtis contended, that the pre¬ 
sent Bill was noi juslifiiti by any llimg 
which appeared on th# face of llio Re- j 
port. In a short time the magistrates of 
London would have it in their power to 
liberate 3 or W)0 |nisoner.s from Newgate, 
and theu to provide lor the b-tter accom¬ 
modation of pnsoners in their other gaols. 
If the present Bill passed, the aldernien 
must feel degraded and disgraced. They * 
must feel that a higher authuiify bad bien 
placed over them. To such u drgrada- 
iioii they had no right to submit, if they 
bad done amiss, or had forfeited the ronh- 
dence of the 1 louse and of the public, let 
them he brought before a competent tri¬ 
bunal, and there exposed ; but let them 
not be stigmatized without proof or cause 
of any kind. H" concluded by moving, 
(VOL. XXVIII.) I 
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as an amendment, that the BUI be read a 
second time this day six months. 

Sir'James Shaw, in seconding this mo¬ 
tion, entered into an enumeration ol ihe 
comforts and improvements in the situa-' 
tion of the pi isoners, lately introduced by 
the magistrates of London, by W'hicb he 
contended, they were in point of diet, 
rendered infinitely more comfortable than 
the generality oi the poor inhabitants of 
Yorkshire, of Ireland, or of Scotland. 
The prisoners were visited daily by the 
sheriiis; weekly, by the alderman sitting 
in rotation at Guildhall ; and eight times 
a year by three aldermen, one of whom 
had passed, and two of whom had not 
passed the chair. He a><ked, could any 
thing be more complete than this ^ If the 
hon. gentleman, however, wished to point 
out any thing amiss in the direction, let it 
be shewn, and the only desire ol the ma¬ 
gistrates was that it should be reinctMed, 

Mr. M. A. Taylor declared, be had 
never in his lile sieii a woise-maiiaged 
gaol thiin that «if Nns-gate. hen he, on 
a hite rut ianch.ily uicasion, nittiuled to 
that piison an tinhntuiute beio'jr, who had 
deprnetl the House ol the seiin'es'of one 
oi the be.st oi men, tlieie liter.illy could 
not be fmnd a room in which lu place 
him. I,(t the lluuse compare the state of 
Newfjite with the state of the gaol of 
Gioiutsici, or of that of York, lithe ma- 
gis'raty of l.ondon s[tent on the prisons 
oi till nittiupolis only a iiftieth part of the 
money ihrv ex|)etided m uiagnificent en* 
tertainments, the unhapjiy prisoneis would 
siion be in a very dilYerint plight. That 
something oui’ht to be done wa^ evident. 

Mr. bathurst allowed that, something 
ought to be done. But the question be¬ 
fore the House was.wbelhei the parlieolar 
Bill that was proposed was the best mea- 
,suie that could be adopted. In his opi¬ 
nion, a great part of the existing evil 
arose from the crowded state oi Newgate, 
and would he remedied when the prisons 
now in progress should be completed; 
He could see no good that would bo 
gained by taking the management of the 
prison out of the present hands. It would 
be a gieat reflection on tlie magistracy of 
liondon thus to supersede them in the 
cxeritse of their functions. He admitted 
that many county gaols were in much 
better condition, but this was solely at¬ 
tributable to the subdivision of the pri¬ 
soners which took place in them, a prac¬ 
tice which in the existing stale of Newgate 
could not be resorted to. 

{2 M) 
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Mr. litnnet contended, that want of room 
was not the only evil experienced in 
Newgate. To this were to be added 
want of food, and want of clulliinp-. The 
evidenre before the committee folly esta¬ 
blished the iart, that the prisoners la¬ 
boured under tliese privations. 

Mr. II'. Smith, while he piofcssetl him- 
stir unable to sco why the aldermeu and 
theininmon cooncilmcn should he consi¬ 
dered us untagonists under the bill, and 
while he roDteuded,tliat, on the contrary, 
they would soon act in peifn-t coneert, 
admitted that it would be advisoable for 
the hon. gentleman to withdraw his bill 
for a year, in order that it might be better 
digcstcdjtiiat liie individuals to be selected 
for tbe management should be better 
considered, and that the eiloct of ttic 
gaols now building should be lully ascer¬ 
tained. lie iio])ed also, that as the atten¬ 
tion ot the magistraty ha<l been so point¬ 
edly called to the subject, niany impor¬ 
tant rtform*. wou*'! be ac1o|>tkd. If, how¬ 
ever, contrary to Ins expectation, the 
evilshouh! still exist luxt year, iieiiltcr the 
antiijuity of the [iresent constitution of the 
city, nor any other consideration, •.liooUI 
induce him to withhold iiis as..>iit from 
some legislative measuicof correction. 

Sir Thomas Avland said, it was evident 
from what had been aheady stated, that 
many most glaring delicts did notoiigi- 
nate in the want of room, but in the want 
of attention in the magistrates. In the 
borough compter, that wreicbeil pn^on, so 
late as Saturday last, a man was obliged to 
lie the night through on boards for want 
of blankiis. It had burn objected by a 
right bon. gentleman, that tbciewcieno 
regulations in this bill for the administra¬ 
tion oi thepiison; but the bill empow¬ 
ered a committee to make such rtgula- 
tions as should be deemed iiece<>sary* 
The many improvements of late made in 
County gaols bad not been made by Acts 
of parliament, but by country gentle¬ 
men meeting together, and putting their 
shoulders fairly to the work. With re¬ 
spect to the liorough compter, on the I Stir 
of Si'ptembbr, appiuation bad been made 
to the cimttof aldermen on behalf of the 
prisoners, as there were only 12 rugs for 
22 persons. The number of persons was 
aflcrwaids 3.); and jet, during the whole 
of the last long and severe winter, not the 
smallest attciiiiuii wa, paid to this appli- 

eativii). 

Mr. Jlolford, in reply, said he saw no 
reason why the common council should 


not be associated with the aldermen in 
this, as well as other matters, such as the 
building of prisons, &c. 

The House then divided, for tbe second 
reading, 23: against it, 18—Majority, 6. 
The bill was read a second time accord¬ 
ingly- 

Ikisii SurKni.NTENniNc Magistr^tis 
bii.L.j On the motion of Mr. Peel, the 
Home resolved itself into a committee 
upon the bill for preserving the pence in 
liclund; and the right hon. gentleman 
moved a clause, stating the allowances 
which he proposed to,.be granted to the 
superintendant magistrate, special consta¬ 
bles, and clerks to be appointed to ait 
under the bill. 

Sir F. Flood spoke against tbe provi- 
sioii-s of the bill, while he bore testimony 
to the 7.cal and activity of the author ot it, 
and that of the government with whiili In 
was coniiccted. His tight hon. fiiimi 
and the Iiidi gevernraont wcie, in In 
judgment, eiilitl* il to the highes: piaise tor 
their ciideavoms to preserve the peace oi 
li eland, and especially in hupiir"s>inj!; lha* 
olmoxioKS institution the f'athoiic board, 
but while he neknowlcdgid this nieiit, hi 
dcpiecated any attempt to ca't r.n imputa¬ 
tion upon the general tranijiiillity and loy¬ 
alty of til' Ilia'll nation, to which he was 
soiry to understand that tfreat britain was 
not generally partial. That four-liiths ot 
Ireland was as loyal and tranquil as any 
part of Hngland, he was fully prepared to 
assert, and therefore he disapproved of any 
intimation to the contrary, which this bill 
appeared to convey. The hou. baionet 
animadverted upon the several clauses of 
the bill, especially the provisions autho¬ 
rising the lord lieutenant, of his own will 
(without any representation front the ma¬ 
gistrates) to declare any district in a dis¬ 
turbed state, to .subject that district to a 
superirrtendaiit magistrate, with a salary 
of 70(>/. a year ; .such other officers to be 
paid at the cxpence of the county in which 
such district might be placed. Of these 
piovtsions the lion, baronet expressed bis 
decided disapprobation. 

Sir H. Parnell suggested the propriety 
of provisions author izing magistrates in 
Ireland to appoint petty constables as they 
were a()pointed in this country, and also 
for tbe constitution of proper places lor 
holding quarter sessions in the several 
counties. 

Mr. Bankes submitted to tbe considera¬ 
tion of governmenty whether il might nut 
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be nece 58 ary to adopt a strongpr measure 
than thib Bill imported, for the prestiva- 
tiou of the peace of Ireland li tlieie 
should be occasion for sucli a measure, be 
ti iislcd that It would be bi ought forward 
HI due time bcloie the conclusion ot the 

S( ssinn. 

Mr Peel said, that it might be necessaiy 
to submit some such proposition to the 
romiiiitlee,asliishon (rit nd had alluded to, 
but he was umvilling to mix any tempo* 
lary measure sviih the considtration ol the 
picseiit Bill, which was brought forward 
with a view to int pciiiiinc’tt presf realion 
of till, p( ,ce in Irelaii 1, idding that Ire¬ 
land was tertaiiily not in such a state as 
could be wished. The pit sent measure, 
huw(\ti, bad noideiciire to sudi a con- 
bull ration. 

Ihi tUnses were ag’'td to, thi House 
icsiiniLd, Slid the Repoit v\ao uulcied to 
bt bi ought up to-murruw. 

OiiiiNwir Lsintsirs] Tiie Ilousr 
having rtsolved itsell into a (’ommittn ot 
Supply, lot taking itilo constdti Uion thf 
Ordii iiui 1 stimiUs, 

Ml U II ltd stated, tint constdt t.>’'< 

11 doc ions would prohibly ht (\ tilid 
in I hi- lotMiniis winch in hid to Ini ig 
foiwiii In flit, a lulmtion uoiil i b 
fluid in liu pitsuu \< ki ol I.'iOOOtiO 
'JI is St) II , moiiiiti d to < III (|U i u I ol (hi 
wlioh i\f>tllll. It W lull 1)1 Klull'Ctcd 
tha 11 til ot III leai had pa^st 1 in war,an 1 
tluK hilnii lit.li III oppoitunitt ton- 
duct, till difi lent txpiiue iniietliiatel} 
It was till begiuMngot Apiil btluit it was 
known that I’aiis hid bem cnUicd ii} tin 
allies, soon aHei Buontpuit. alxtiiated, 
and on the I'Jib of that nioi.iiirOidtis wiit 
issUfd bv ibe Mastii <itnti il of ihi Oid- 
nance to uduce tbe e^tiblrhinents tn 
cterv possible way. 'ibe niilitaiy de- 
paitnunt hid been reduced oni-(uuith; 
tbe number of hoise one thud , and in the 
course ot the ^car they would bs nduetd 
anothi i third—tint was Irom 7,000 to a 
thud of tint number. lie would not 
pudge himself to an exact estimate of the 
future reduction of txpeiice, but he would 
otkr a rough calculation of the piobablu 
rtiluctinn under the peace establisiiniiiit. 
This he conceived would be one half, ex¬ 
clusive of the total reduction of all the 
loreign corps. In the engineer corps all 
the oihcers would be retained. This aiose 
from the peculiar nature of that service, 
which required a long and laborious 
course of education, and which, if once 
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sufHred to fall into neglect, coubl not 
easily be replaced. It w as not pu.siMe to 
speak in too high terms of ihi* skill, tin 
nidustiy, and gallantry of the oiLceis lu 
tins corps. lie would next lulvtit to 
what might be tousidtnd as an lufant 
service, wliivli hid, huwevci, ainyul at a 
state of manhood, he me ml the locket 
corps. I ur this st rv ice, a id for the won- 
deisit had uhievtd in r using the Miiitaiy 
chaiactei ol the rountrj, wi, weie indebted 
toanhun fi lend of his, whom, as he did not 
see in his pi ice, he would iiamt, colonel 
Congifvt, llu lion, member then read 
u vital exti lets fiom ofhccis m the iimj, 
to shew the inipoitance' ot the scivices 
wliieh this eoips hul perfoililt'd in bpain, 
and particiii ti iy at the pissage of the 
Adoui, wli< 11 lU nun aitiitd with roe acts 
hid put to flight >000 of till ciumy. 
The whole oi iIk ufliecis tn this corps 
would be let med, but there would he a 
n due lion in the nnriibcr e>t men In the 
winLs at W oolvvieh theie hid been v con<* 
sutirabtc ndiutmii and there would have 
been 1 gre in i, but tioin the ntecssity of 
giving the U'lU il oidtis, and [>u 3 >iiig up 
matt n*s is e-atly in tin as possible. 

J he whoe imomit vv is nlOOi/. every 
sb lling ot w<ii(h h ihonirbi himself pt« - 
paifd in pisiily (im aitic't under til s 
hi 111 , wtilth it vv IS piopei to account t t, 
vvis()n(X)/ for b na ks llir int was, 
in It these weie mtenlidfoi intwtoips 
of ^lpptls Hid Mine IS, tin whom tl'O 
hir i ks U Woolo ich vve le in t fonmi suS- 
fu lent. 1 Ol tin toy <il poivdt i m’ll im re 
was . sum oi 1.^,0 )U/ w huh.nos,, (huilv* 
fioiii the iinpioveinen's winch hid ue *i 
adopted in me dill iint nulls to ^ iv>\t>it 
1 xplobions. 'i heie hid Iki n also uit.i iin- 
ptovetifrtts ,ind eoisequintlv si a * e- 
pence in the maihmnv at MMlmeh. 
Ol the nngnitiii'c and iii p< 'mee of the i 
woik>. we nii»ht juil tiom th c]ii ntity 
of arms and ammunition whu h IndlKcn 
icnt abtuul fiomthe Liboribiiv it Wool¬ 
wich, since the ^ car ISOs, among wInch 
weie tpieecsof cannon, ‘> 0,000 muskets, 
77,OuO bands nt „unpowilti, md in the 
last year alone iJO tannoii, kO,OOJbirreIs 
of gunpowder, !s millions ol musket 
eartiidgts, 0 mil lions of flints,&t. Am ii^ 
the impiovenicots ill the maihiiKiy vcio 
two saw., which had cost iiom Ibtoi^O 
thousand pounds, and wh ch hid il cady 
creatt'd a saving ot ncai s,oo<>’. After 
various statements and detuN, the lion, 
gentleman concluded with observing, that 
he should not hate detained the Huuss sa 
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long, but that he was urged by a sense of 
duty to give eveiy inioimatiun and expla* 
nation in his powei* 

The Chairman then proposed the vote 
of l,74(»,000/ on account, tur di&charging 
the Oidnancc Estimates, 

Mr W. Snmh and Mr. Bankes testified 
their approbation of the gemial siew that 
had him txliibiled by the lion, geiitle- 
man, ihuugh the last-iiamid ('cntleinan 
thought the peace cstabliNhineiit was 
larger than either the leason ol the thing, 
or tlic sLatt ot the country,< ould allow. 

Mr deprecated the idea of keep¬ 

ing up a very luge military (&taiili«h- 
mont in this coun ry m time of peaee. 

Ml. (’u((Tc.U, niiiiout givim.' iny deri¬ 
sive opinion nil ifu subject, lli >ugnt it not 
unlikely tha* a for'* offium<»)io lOO.(KK) 
men includit.g all aims, would bo iound 
necs&sary even in nine of peite. 

Mi. IV, Smith, though he was salishrcl 
that the huii gentleman himstit expected 
to bi able to be iiuieU better than tiis 
word in the wav of itductioii, yet did not 
think It desirable that the n'ti of the ex¬ 
pediency of ktepinir up a laige font in 
the time of peace should be encouraged, 
as these weic piopliccses viiy apt to 
pioduce thill own ai complishmcnt. 

Ml. BmiAc) also depiecated tlie keeping 
up a very laige force in time of peace. 

Ml. ffyim again haul, that u would not 
be coinistcnt with the interest, hardly 
with the safely, of tin coniiliy, to keep up 
su(h a loice as fOO.dOO men. 

The resuluiioUb were then put, and ear¬ 
ned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Taeidiijf, July 5. 

Vorr or 7iunks ro ihl Akmv and 
Is tvv. j Bail liaihunt lose, in pursuaneV 
of his nollec, to move the Thanks of the 
House to the army, navy, nnlitia, local 
militia and volonutrs oi the united em¬ 
pire The noble earl statnl, that at the 
close ol the last wat, in 1S02, a similar 
motion was unanimoubly’ agieed to. He 
had no leason to believe that there would 
be any ilismc huation to repeat that vote 
on the presini oct.vsion. ISothing had 
since nccuiud lo lead to any opinion, that 
the House were not disposed as much as 
ever to maik wiih then wannest appioba- 
tion the conduct ot our biave fleets and 
ai imes. The battle of Tralalgar, not less 
remarkable for the spieuduur of lU sue cess, 
tliau lor the misfortune oi the loss yvhich 
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accompanied it, had so destroyed the 
naval power oi the enemy, that they never 
aftei wards had been able to oppose them* 
selves in any force against us. It was 
followed also by this must solid advantage, 
that, relieving us fioin the necessity of 
great navdi eifuit, it enabled us to make 
those uiiexarnpit d unlitaiy exertions which 
had mainly cuntiihu‘ed lo bring the con¬ 
test Ui which wf wen enifi.'ed to its late 
happy (oi'c lusioii. On the gloiiuusachieve* 
minis oi out army, ii eoiiid n it be mtes- 
saiytoelwell in oi lei m> uitlui e tiiirlurd- 
ships lo iiiaik tilt) I ailiitsimin's w.ih 
their adnin it on. Thtie o<e*‘r "saj a pr- 
I loil III tin lii-tiM V f any ( l•t)(| I \ ii, wiiki.i 
giiater ni liunv v ibiui and en eipi si hat'' 
becFi evhibrcil. Aid«liiU ou ibiss'b 
je*tl, h‘ could no letiatii Ir nii bs* eing, 
ih It the s»at <il ill it limy did o a < -.'vl 
Ciedil to tim iltiis*! I u peisuiiige whowa, 
at its held W lU ui wislini/ to dispa> 

I ige any i ne, lo must sav, ill it ill*- n i y 
yvxs III ought t > sill ft I low I b > at the time 
th It till noble Ind, win. jirfCtdid lira 
Royal lliglim ss, b< Id >h( i liii I eoiiiin tnd, 
th u It ti(]iiii(d the n'nio I tvinioiis oi 
his Royal Highlits’s il, ability, iiid 
pt iscvcraiit c to intioiiuii sue h iiit isures 
as wen labulatfitl to lesrut u boin tliil 
state of fit stituiion. Those f\ iiioiis Ins 
Royil lligliness hail btwevti niade, nid 
the icsuli uf a most iipri,.lit and tonsi mi. 
lious dischaige ed his duty hid jugiihet] 
the sanguine e spec tain ns tnat had btin 
formed ui it Oi the si trices oi ilit iiii- 
litia, tilt ofhceis of wboin bed tui so many 
years saeriliced iht* eomtoiis of domtstic 
life to the general good, no pia's* eould 
be loo great. JSot was it poss blc to sjieak 
iiiteirns oi too higii approbation of the 
signal seivue. reiideied by the vaiinus 
eflips of volonteeis, all of whom einulaitd 
eachulliii in the n laud.iblt and pan tone 
Stli-dt votion. '1 be noble eaii eont'ltitUd 
by moving, Thai the House did highly 
appiove and acknowledge ibe gallantry, 
zeal, and abdny, manitekled by the ofbeers 
and me n of tiie ai niy, k-t. 

Earl Stanhope ruse, not to distuib the 
unanimity of the vote, but to ask the noble 
lord at the head oi the admiralty, bow it 
was intended to employ our brave tars 
when they should be disc barged > Some¬ 
thing peculiarly right might be done with 
respect to them, and in tolatioo to our 
fisheries. The tub on our coast might be 
made a source of such riches as no country 
evei possessed. So productive was this 
article of food, that in the instance of cod< 
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one indtvidaftl was capable of pro* 
ducing one million. Tfie greatest benefits 
would, ill his opinion, result from the em¬ 
ployment of the sailors m these fisheries; 
and he had no doubt, that by their exer¬ 
tions the poor would be able to get that 
for a penny, for which they now paid a 
shilling. 

Lotd Melville, with all deference to the 
noble earl, could not see the propiiety of 
disi iissiiig such a subject as that wtih h he 
had iniroduced on the present question. 

The inulion was l hen agieed to, nein diu 
as weie also simdar motions with respect 
to tin navy, the inililia, and the volunteers. 

roHN T.aws,] r.atl Stanhope congra¬ 
tulated the country, that the dilK lenccs of 
Opinion which existed on the subject ol 
coin sMiiKtl to be diminishing fie was 
dc'>11 oils to take the same course on tins 
t,ii( si'oii that he had done with the bullion, 
iianie'v, to move a resolution, with a view 
to Its being punted, and subscrpuntly loii- 
sid‘.ed. J he Resninin n w hw ti he now 
iinsndtd lo move, niudu be coiisideitd 
aliirthe liportfruin ihe ( oiii rmiuint'ec, 
li thii 11 pint should be inaile duiing tlie 
piesenisf. on; oi it not, on due notice, 
it w is as biihiws ; 

“ That lo provi le fin tlie piibl'C an 
aiujile snppii ct piuvi ions at all linns, is 
a naiional object of the lei} Insi unpoi- 
taiue . but iliat sui h ample supply i iiinot 
at all times bi provided, unless due and 
sl( ady eiK ouragenit III be given to ilie 
giowirs ot coin and gram in <iicat Biiiaiii 
and lielmd, so as lo enable them to 
carry on ihe impioved systems of agri- 
cultuie with advantage, at the same lime 
that u eiiahh s them to sell the piuduce of 
then iai ms at moderate pi ices to the cuti- 
HUiiu rs. And that, in oulci to obtain the 
said essential uinted objects, it is highly 
expedn ut that those t.ixes which bear the 
must heavily, pithir upon the groweis of 
corn and grain on the one hand, or upun 
the labouring p.nrl of the cnuntiy on the 
other, be lepealed, as far as tlie leturn of 
peace shall enable ub to diminish our taxes, 
keeping inviolable iaiih witb the public 
crediiois, and providing Jor a sufficient 
peace establishment.” 

The J'arl of Hardmcke said, he had no 
objection to the printing and laying such 
resolutions on the table, but thought no 
discussion of the subject to which they 
referred should uke place, until the report 
of the Committee should be before their 
lordships. 


The Resolutions were received pro 
fotmd, and ordered to be printed, 

HOUSE OP COMBIONS. 

Tuesday, July 5. 

Petition of Alexanocr M'Rae. 1 Mr. 
Peter Moore said, be held in his hands a 
Petition from Alexander M'llac, one of 
the persons lively convicted of a conspi¬ 
racy against the Stock Lxrliaiige. lie 
begged leave shortly l«sia«e to the House, 
the w'ay in which the Petition caiiic into 
his hands and the leasuns wind mdured 
him to undertake to prisent u to the 
House. He considered ii to h< he duty 
of all representatives in paiiiu'ne'U to be 
open at all times to cumniuouainn with 
thetr constiiufiits. On ihis <>rcaMon, the 
pititiumi iiad sought oui him in this 
gie.it nietropoli«, as ins lepi a>(tiUlive itt 
pdiliamvnt, and luund access *o hiiu The 
petiliunti was suf post d by ihe piblit in 
genual, and by mmy niuiibers of the 
House, to htvcgiiiU abroad 'Ilie peti- 
iiomr stated to him, that ht was uady to 
Iniiii' foiw lid ividiiice m supjtci l of all 
the allegaiions (imiamed iti ins IMtiiion. 
H<‘ (Ail. Mooic) told iiim, that he coii- 
(uiud It to bt his duty to picstni alt pe- 
tioiis lidin evuy desi iiption ul iijdividuals, 
clrauri up in projx r and icsjicctful lan- 
giiigr, and that, as he saw nothing excep- 
ti iiialdt III Ins IVntion, he would have no 
hesitation in presenting ii. The Petition 
staled, that a gieat pcbtic grievance and 
injuslue bad t ikeii place ; that one set of 
men had been punishul for the irunes of 
anothei, and the jietiuoner prelcried to 
come to the b tr and piovc the allegations 
contained in his IVinion. (Ic prayed to be 
heaid at tin iiai of tin House. He begerd 
leave to as i.ie the House, that the I’tii- 
turn Itself and the object of it wpit totally 
unknown to the noble iuid whose expul¬ 
sion was that day to be moved, who had 
no cuuceplion eitliei that such a Petition 
had found us way to him, or that it was 
Ins inteiition to pic sent it to toe House. 

Mr. Bathurst said, as the bun. member 
had stated the geneial purpotl of the Pe¬ 
tition, It appealed to him of a nalnie lo 
call for instantaneous observation without 
waiting to heal it lead. This Alexander 
M*Hae was one of the persons lately con¬ 
victed of a conspiracy; and his pieposal 
was no less than to be heard at the bar 
of the House, against a sente nc e of a court 
of justice. The hon, member liad stated, 
that the grisTaoce cotnplaiacd of in the 
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Fetition, was, that onr set of men were this information, but when he fonnd that 
made to suficr for another, and that some it would have the effort of exculpating 
of the persons conVK led along with the lord Cochrane, he refused to listen to him, 
petitioner weir* no* pmlty. Thenalorc of and included him ui the trial, as he verily 
the Pititioji .tnioonud to this: the House beliered, to deprive lord Cochrane of the 
were culled itii without evidence, many benefit of bis evidence : that he threw him* 
allcg itioii 01 sialcmeiit, that ho had applied I self on the generosity of the House for 
for a new ti al, oi of the exisu-nct of any protection; and il he failed to establish 
abu'*' a’- iIk* »<ial, as a .simple uiatUr and ' the allegations in the Petition, that lie was 
an oidiii-iy cxcuisv. of their fenctions, to icadj- to dclifer himself «p to justice, 
r* lea^e uS individual oi individuals so- On the question that the Ptiition be 
leriii'iy ti.ed and found guilty by the ter- brooght up, being put, 
diet of a |urv. Had the hoii. member not Mr. Jiatlmrst said, it was well Icnovin * 
slated tliC pa.t'i nlur grievanre of whuh i that the petitioner oirered to riveal his 
he conipijiui* cl, Ik* il.o'ild not have said kiiowledi/u of the r me piracy for the sum 
aiij' thinil tiM iic ii.'.d hecid ilic Petition j of l(),000f. 11 the pelilioiier had the 

read. Put to li.icn to an apposcMion of j means of confirming his ustnnony at the 
this l.nid, was neither m.iic nor less than , bar by other evidence, all this might have 
to sap the fomidatien of the fui isprudence I lieen adduced at any time ; at the period 
of the founlry. P.vtiy b ily kneiv that of the trial, or in mitigation of puui.shmeiit ; 
the House was ojv n to the highest and 1 but instead of tins, he hid ihoiiriit proper 
hiwest subjects of the le dm ; but this pri- , lo mine foiwaid with Ins tx{daiialioii of 
wilege would be abii'nl, were they to al-j liie whole ot this ireiiiaction in tlie first 
low any iiidiv'dual lo «o,*'e foi w'ud and ii.st.nice b doie this llou-i, in order tliat 
state a) the bar of the Heu °, that the stn- |l)i' 11 >iisc might not piocied on ilie sen- 
iBiicc of the comt belew w ts iouiided on lit nee of the tonrl against a noble loid 
injustice. The lion. iittinhLr had (,n!j j wdio had hem ennvieltd. He had con¬ 
done fii' duly in prevent.ng the Pitiiion; .senitd (o -..Her the p'lnishmeiu ol ihc law, 
but the House could never sutler such a i it In should not estahlisli ihe .dlep itions 
petition to be read. > in his Petition. Tluii if he made out the 

Mr. Moore wislu d the House not to visit i innorein e of the nolile Imd, he supposed 
upon llu pililioncr any injustice sshitli he I the House were to adihess lh.‘ Prince lle- 
niight have (K ne his cause in alluding to gciit fo a pardon lor tins individual, who 
his Petition; and if there was anything had abvmndcd at the time tlie siiiUntc 
wrong ill what he had stated, he icqiiested was passed, but who now thought il a con- 
them to l.iv it on his own shoulileis alone. Venn lit time to iiitiouuce txideiice to 
The Speaker ubseived, that every mem- escape the punishment ol me law'. It was 
ber mi presenting a petition was bound to now', however, too late tor him to tuiri in¬ 
state his own view ot it; and it was th' n loriiiei*. 

for ihe House to condder whether ihty Mr, £,otA/(flr< sai.1, if his hon. ftimd had 
M'ould allow it to he read. rtfltcied a moment on the iVtittoii, he 

Mr. Moore intreated the House to allow wou'd have found that it was impossible 
him to state ihe object of the Petition, in to bring it up to any good puipo.se. The 
the petitioner’s own language. He stafed obji.it iif it was not only to cflbrd an ex- 
that he was competent to explain the plan.'tion of the coiispnacy, but to clear 
whole mystery ot the Stock Exchange the cfiar.icter of the noble loid. This was, 
conspiracy ; that in order to rescue from however, not only not now allowable, but 
an ignoininous punishment an individual the pciiiioner was not credible wiien he 
who, though included in the iudictincn', came forward as a witness. Had he sub- 
vcidict, am! sentence of the court, was on- milted to the judgment he would have be- 
justly accused of participation in the plot, conic infamous, and incapable of giving 
to winch In was an entire stranger; he was testimony in a coutt ol justice. The 
ready to come forward and state the per- House were not bound by the rules of in- 
sons wbo were really guilty of the con- lerior courts; but there was an evident 
spiracy, and to prove his statement by the propiiety in observing this rule in the 
testimony of m.my witnesses; that he present case. The individual wbo had 
had formerly made a similar ofiPer to the absconded from justice ought not to be al- 
coinmittce of the Stock Exchange; that lowed to take advantage of his own wrong, 
the secretary of that cotnraiuee at first and to ofi^r that to the House which no 
ofi’ered to give him some compensation for tribunal in England would receive. His 
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petition to the House ought not to be com¬ 
piled with. Were he allowed to throw 
out a suggestion, if the petitioner was pos¬ 
sessed of this evidence, he might commo- 
nicate it to the noble lord, and it would be 
vith the noble lord to consider how far it 
would be advisable in him to state such 
evidence to the House, and for the House 
to consider in their disci ction if it ought to 
be leceived. 

Tliequestion was then put,and negatived. 
The following is a copy of the Petition 
which Mr. Moure ollertd to present: 

To the Honourable the House of Com¬ 
mons ol the United Kingdom of 
(I’reat Britain and Ireland, in Parlia¬ 
ment assembled. The humble I*eli* 
tmn of Alexander M'R.ie, lately con¬ 
victed, with others, of a Coiispitacy 
and Misdcineauoui ; Most ic-pcct- 
iullv she well), 

That, penetrated wiih (ontrltion and 
giuf, your humble pelilioiiir approucht's 
tills honourable Housi, tnily conscious of 
th*' di,gia(< with which a icunt sentence 
t.as overwhelmed iiitii, but whit h cannot 
dmiiiush hit coiilidemc ; Uiil such odiiiui 
will not pi event thai attention u hi*’h rnatks 
the conduct ol the lepiesentaiivcs of this 
empire, c’-pecially whtn a piiitionci most 
respecilully declaies, that, great as his 
fault has been, his pre‘ent and sole object 
to prove his lepintance, uid which lie 
conceives he cannot do more edettiiaily, 
than by an .irtless and undisguised acknow- 
iedsment and minute uotilession of every 
thing which relates to that transaction, 
which has involved him in his present on- 
happy situation. 

“ That your petitioner is fnlly compe¬ 
tent to unveil the whole myst'^iy ; that he 
IS anxious to do so on grounds of public 
justice, as well as private feelings, in order 
to rescue from lalae imputations an iiluo- 
trioHs innocent imltvidual, a member of 
your honourable House, who, although 
unhappily included with others ill a ver¬ 
dict lor a conspiracy, your petitioner will 
make manifest to h.ive been most unjustly 
so included and condemned of the parti¬ 
cipation 111 a plot, to which he was in every 
stage a most pel (ect stranger. That your 
petitioner solemnly pledges himself to 
prove this declaration most fully by the 
testimony of many witnesses ; and in sup¬ 
port of thisuilegatiun, he begs (o state that, 
oil a former occnoion, he oH'eicd a similar 
disclosure, to the Stock Jixchange com- 
fiuitee, lor which their agent oiferej him 


a pecuniary consideration; but on the 
committee finding that the information 
lie had to give went to exculpate lord 
Cochrane, and to implicate a dilTerent 
combination of men amongst themselves, 
they rejected you petitioner’s infornintion, 
and included him in the indictment, in 
order, as he verily believes, to prcver.t 
hipi from giving his evidence on the trial; 
and, conscious of their iniquity towards 
your petitioner, they paid all his ex- 
pcnces for his appearing and pleading, 
and consented to wave his entering inio 
the usual recognizances. 

" That ill order to enable your peti¬ 
tioner to accomplish this purpose, by 
examination at the bar of your honoura- 
b!^ House, or in any other w ay you may 
think proper, he throws hinisefi on the 
gemrosity of your honourable House, to 
ailuiil him such pruiection as is usually 
extended to persons in his situation; and 
should your petitioner appear to your ho¬ 
nourable House to fail in establishing the 
allegations contained in this lVtiti(>ii, he 
freely delivers himself up to icceive such 
sentence as the law m<iy award iigamst 
him on his late conviction, and with such 
iiicicased penalty as an aitcuiptto iniposu 
on sour honomahle House would natu¬ 
rally subject him to. 

“ And your petitioner humbly prays to 
be heaid .iccordiugly. AitK.M'k.vb.” 

“ London, July'^t, lUl t.” 

Pho( crnixos rv.svecti'ig Loan Cocii- 
HAxr \No Mu, C'ociiicvNB Johnstone.] 
Mr. llroadhead moved the order of the 
day, for taking into coiisidcraiioii the re¬ 
cord of the conviction of lord Cochiane 
and Ml. Cochrane Johnstone. 'Ihe 
Speaker enqurred whether loid Cochi.''ne 
Was in attendance. Tlie Serjeant at Aims 
answered in the ailirmative. 

The noble lord was shoitly afterwards 
introduced by the Sergeant, wlio bad sum¬ 
moned him fiom the office of theSpt aker’s 
secretary, whetc he. had been conducted 
on being delivered by Mr. Gibbons, the 
tipstafl of the marshal of the court of 
King’s-beneb, to the Serjeant. His loid* 
ship was then desiied to take his place. 

The Speaker then enquired whether 
Mr. Cochrane Johnstone was in attend¬ 
ance ; at.d on being answered in the ne¬ 
gative, Mr. Skelton, one of the niesseu- 
ger’s of the House, was called to the bar. 
On being examined, he stattd that he liad 
gone to serve the order of ihe House upon 
Mr. C. Jo,’’.Slone on the June, .nt 
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No. 13, Alsop’s-buildings. where he saw 
a Mr. Moore, who told him that Mr. 
Johnstone was not there, nor any of his 
servants in tliu house. He had lived there 
before his trial in the court of King's- 
bench, but had quitted that House just 
before it came on. Mr. Moore also said 
that it would be useless to leave the order 
there, as it could not be delivered to the 

J erson for whom it was intended. Mr. 

ones, another messenger of the House, 
stated, that he called with a subsequent 
notice at the house No, 13, in Alsup’s* 
buildings, on Friday last, and bad received 
a similar answer. 

The Speaker said, he was informed there 
were some honourable members who 
could give the House information respect¬ 
ing Mr. C. .lohnstone. Mr. t^raham said 
that he had seen Mr. 0. Johnstone at 
Calais on the *21 st of J one last. The same 
fact was also stated by colonel Kerrison. 
The Speaker then observed, that the time 
had arrived for submitting to the House a 
motion on the subject of the statement just 
made. 

Mt,‘ Brnadhead then moved, that the re¬ 
cord of the conviction and sentence of lord 
Cochrane be entered as read. 

The Speaker observed, that the hon. 
member had thus given the House to un¬ 
derstand, that the record of the conviction 
was the ground of charge against the no¬ 
ble lord. It was for the noble lord, or 
any hon. member, now to advance what 
they had to say in his defence. 

Mr. banket thought, that separate mo¬ 
tions might perhaps be advisable, as there 
was no question but the one would be car¬ 
ried of course. 

The Speaker stated, that as far as he un¬ 
derstood the practice of the House, the 
proceeding of the bon. member was per* 
fectly regular. The record formed the 
charge. The House would not, however, 
act, till they heard the members, if pre¬ 
sent, or had cause to know that they were 
absent by their own fault. One of the 
members was in the House. The course 
of proceeding would be this:—the noble 
lord would state what he had to say in his 
defence; after being heard, he would then 
withdraw, and the House, with the record 
and defence of the noble lord, would some 
to the decision of the question. 

Lord Cochrane then rose, and read from 
a written paper the following statement:_ 

Mr. Speaker; 

The circumstuices under which 1 


appear before you and the House Ibis 
day, entitle me to, al least, a patient hearing. 
'Hie unfortunate man, who, in the time of 
cardinal Richelieu, was condemned to be 
racked and burnt, on the charge of prac¬ 
tising magic, when protesting his inno¬ 
cence and exposing the villainy of his 
enemies, while the fire was preparing be¬ 
fore his eyes, was, to prevent his being 
lieaid by the people, struck upon the 
mouth with a crusifix, borne in the hand 
of a monk. This boriible judicial murder 
shotked ail France, and all Europe; but 
of all the circumstances attending it, the 
fabrication of evidence, the flagrant par¬ 
tiality of ihe judges, the cruelty of the 
sentence, the notorious falsehood of the 
charge, nothing produced so deep a sense 
of indignation as the act of this execrable 
monk ; who, not content with the torture 
and the death of the victim, not content 
with the destruction of his body, was re¬ 
solved to pursue him even beyond the. 
grave. Therefore, Sir, though what 1 
have now seen of * * * * * convinces me 
that cowardly malignity is not the cxi lu- 
sive possession of nionk.s, I trust that, on 
this day, no means will be resorted to. to 
stifle my voice, or to prevent the public 
at large from hearing all that I have to 
say in my defence; all that I have to 
urge against the conduct of my enemies, 
ami against the means that have been 
pursued to bring ruin and degradation 
upon me. 

I am not here, Sir, to bespeak compas¬ 
sion, or to pave the way to pardon. Both 
ideas are alike repngtiant to uiy feelings. 
That the public in general have felt in¬ 
dignation at the sentence that has been 
passed upon me, does honour to their 
hearts, and tends still to make my country 
dear to me, in spite of what 1 have sufler- 
ed from the malignity of persons in power. 
But, Sir, 1 am not here to complain of the 
hardship of my case, or about the cruelty 
of judges, who, for an act which was never 
till now either known or thought to be a 
legal ofience, have laid upon me a sen¬ 
tence more heavy than they have ever 
yet laid upon persons clearly convicted 
of the most horrid «f crimes,—ciimes, of 
which nature herself cries aloud against 
the commission. If, therefore, it was my 
object to complain of the ciueliy of my 
judges, I should bid the public Jook^ into 
ihe calendar, and see if they cniild find a 
punishment like that mlluned on me, ni" 
flicttd by these same judges on any one of 
these unnatural wretches. It is not, how- 
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ever, my busincM to complain o| the 
oructiy of this sauenre. 1 am here to 
assert, lor a third time, my mnoitiic^*, 
in the most unqualified and suicinn niAii- 
nci ; I am heie to expose the uniiirness 
of the proceedings agniist me pitvious to 
the tiitl. At the irial, ami subH^quent to 
It; 1 am here to expose tht long train of 
artful vdliitius sshich hare bieii practised 
nganist me, hitheito viitb so much aucccss, 
« « « s s « « 

1 am here, in short, to ippeal to my < oun- 
* try against the dicismii ot * * * 

* ^^ * • * * * 

*» * M 

• 

I am persuaded, bir, that the House 
Will eisily perceive, and tveiy hononralile 
man \v II, J am suit, putieipiti in my 
feelings, that ihe fine, the impiiso mKiu, 
the pillory ,—evtn lint jol'ois lowlneh 1 
am condemned, in aulhiiig, th t they 
weigh not as t kiMiei wtien put in the 
balance agiinst m\ dtsin *o slow, lhat 1 
hive hem un|usllv torulenintd Iheie- 
f ire, Sir, I trust that the House will give a 
fair tnci imptrual hediin» tu sstm 1 base to 
eav lespeti ng the (.onduct ol in> ttiemie'*, 
totxposc which conduit is a duty winch 
I owe to ni) const III] nts aud to ni^ tuun- 
try, not les<i than to myself 

In tht hi-.t plate Sii, 1 litre, in tiu pre- 
stncf of tins firuse, and with lilt tytsol 
the cotintiy fiviii upon mt, most suit lonlv 
dtelaie that 1 am wfi iiy iiinoct it of the 
crime whitli his lueii I nd Ui ms eh-nge, 
anil for whith 1 havi hem to demneti tu 
tin most mt imous it pu iishmeiits. Having 
repeaud this meitiou ol my miioitnct, 1 
next procetd to complain ot the means 
tliat iiave been madi unc ol *o tiles.t my 
destrut (ton And hi&t, bn, was it ever 
beloic kiiowrti in this, or in anj other 
counlrVi that the piosecotoi should loima 
soil ol court oi his own erection, tail wit¬ 
nesses befote It of bis own choosing, and, 
undei nfii rsof greatrt waids,takeniiuutesoi 
the evidtneeofsucb witnesses, and publish 
those minutes to the world under the forms 
and appeaiances of a judicial proceeding? 
Was It eve I before known, that steps like 
these w< le take n pievious to an m hetment, 
previous to the bringing of an inreiided 
victim into a couit of justice ? Was there 
fser before known so regular, to sys¬ 
tematic a scheme ftn txciting suspicion 
against a man, and for implanting an im¬ 
moveable pre|udire agd.tnat htm in the 
mtnda of a whole nation, pievious to Uie 
prtftnina a hill of Imiiciment, in oidei 
that (tie LI ami jmy, be U (,on>posed qI 
(VOL, XXVllL) 


whomsoever it ims’ht, should be predis* 
posed to find tbe Bill r I a>k you, Sif^ 
and 1 Ask the Hoost", wbethei it waf 
evci befoio known, that means like these 
were resoricd to, previous lo a man’s being 
legally accused ? But, bii, what must the 
woild ibink, when they see some of thoso 
lu whom the sveltare and the honour oi 
the nation are conmiU'td, covertly co-i 
npeiating with a Committee oi the Muik 
Itxthange, aud beeomm ' htti assotiaUs 
in sonefarn u.ascbeme? jNtstitheless,bn* 
this fact IS now notoriuus to the whole 
world I trust ronfls^ I was no* prepaivd 
to believe the thing possible. Issaiawaie, 
indeed, that ( had to expect fium some ot 
those 111 power, wliom I had in vaineudea- 
\ ouit d to bring to justit e, t very tiling that 
nialignily could suggest, and t umiiti|, pei- 
petrati. I was aware that my ende ivours, 
though humble, to expose the souites of 
eoiiuptioii, through tbe Pen ton hat and 
the Pi /e-couits, hpd laised agaiasl me 
many eiumits, i was aw tre ot tbe un¬ 
quench dilc thirst for leveuge, which, by 
the rxposuie of liiith, I had cveittd in 
tlie breasts ot many tiriupt and hypo¬ 
critical individuals, and, esptc falls 1 was 
aware of thi uflitire which I had ^ sen to 
the grasping and iiever-paiduning phalanx 
oi ihe law, by exhibiting to the woild 
then frauds uuon my ili-tieated brethren 
(I the niiy. But uotwiihstanding alt this, 
1 W 18 not prt p lied to sec • * * 

bj muc b, Sir, tor the ateps taken pre- 
Iions to the indictment Ihe cunspiiAcy 
against me being thus matured, the public 
mind being completely piejudtced, and 
that prrjudice kipt alive by a senes of 
itlbehood andraisrepiesentxt ons, the legal 
piocLeitiugs began. The Bill of indict- 
mtntwas pickired, and here. Sir, must 
nut the wicked design ui the eonspiraiors 
be maiiifestto all tbi woild > Theie wtie 
some pcisons indutid who had confts cd 
their shaft in the imposition 'Ihese p< r- 
sons had deilaied to my prosecutors, that 
they knew me nut, that they had never 
seen me; that they never had any c .innec* 
non with me; and yet we wei« all pat 
into one indictment, ioi the raantiest par* 
pose of so LOiifoundnig inoocftnce with 
guilt, as le secure a chance, at least, of .ny 
(ou«ictia(},even at the band of a jury who, 
in spite of 'all precagUons, might be dis¬ 
posed to act justly. Their objeci w« so 
to confoo id and confuse ideas, that with 
tbe aid of the%raft of* * ^ * * *,8 

joiy tf even honest men be J^d 
to give a wrong wdwt. 
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Care, ho#«fvpr, was taken, Str, thkt the 
aneceaa of this base consjjiracy shooM not 
be exposed to the chances of failure, from 
the jury not heiiigof the right stamp* The 
indictment, if left to its fair regular conrse, 
WoqIlI have been tried at the Sessions- 
Ikhose at the Old Bailey, before a jury im* 
artially taken. Tn that case H would 
avo been what is oalled^aComniun .fury; 
that is to say, a jury whose names are 
taken promiscaously oat of a box, con* 
taming the names of the whole of the 
JuroTh smomuned fur the tiial of all the 
coses brought before the court during 
the sessions. I was ready to meet the 
accasalion before sueb a "jury. 1 took 
sp steps to put uiF the trial for a day. 
The indictment was removed from the 
court, before which it regularly came, into 
a court where the prosecutors knew they 
could cause me to be tried by a jury * * 
* * and, which was full as much 

to their purpose, before a judge " * 

n, %*#•*** 

fHere the noble lord made use of some 
strong expressions in mentioning the judge, 
iirbich.cxeited a murmur in the House.} 

[The .^oA'crsaid the House were willing 
to hear all that the noble lord could state 
in his own defence; but the House, white 
unwilling to interrupt the noble lord, 
could not bufier virulent invectives or 
words to be made use of by him, wliich 
were not fit to be heard, if not proved. If 
the House, from an unwillingness to in¬ 
terrupt the noble lord, should allow asser¬ 
tions of an unwarrantable nature to be 
made use of, they would not certainly 
xHow them to be. afterwards lepeated, 
merely because they were said there.] 

Loid Cochrane continued ai 

Dr. Johnson, in reference to the happier 
times England had seen, has these lines.*-. 

When sterling freedom circl’d Wfred’s throne. 
And tpift and J»n«jr were itnknowu.” 

Sir, when I first read these lines, 1 was 
wholly ignorant of what special jury meant. 
1 now understand the thing but too well; 
and I am not without hopes that the hor¬ 
rible injustice which has now been prac¬ 
tised, and which could dot have been 
practised without the aid of ths^ cd^trrf- 
nnee <»f crafty tyranny, a special iury,dlay 
id the end, be the means of totally esitir- 
patin^ that intolerable evil. H special 
jury )t composed of twelve persona taken 
out of iWty-eigbt persons, the whole of 
which foMy-eigbt Arsons afe selected by i 
the mastjsr of Crown-office, js' 
dependent for hit* iyead on the «iU of hie; 
V j 


anperiori, and who is invariably t pemen 
put into his office through the means ^ 
political, if not corrupt influence. It is 
notorious, Sir, that these special jurors 
'follow the business u a trade; Ahat they 
are paid a guinea each for every trial; 
that they sometimes gain eight or ten gui¬ 
neas a day ; that it is deemed a favour to 
be put upon the special jury list; that 
persons pay money to get upon that list; 
that if they displease the * * ♦ caie is 
taken to prevent them from serving again, 
or, in other words, to cut them off, or turn 
them out from a profitable employment. 
And is it this, Sir, which we call a jury of 
our country ? Have I been tried by a jury 
of my country? * * Sir, 1 have been 
tiied by twelve men, * * * * * 

* * * ** If there be any meaning 

in the word packed, as applied to juries; 

* it * V To pack a jury, means 
to select, by one of the parties, men, who. 
It IS known, willdecide, as that party wishes 
them to decide. And was not that the 
case in the present instance ? Was not the 
master of the Crown-ofiice » * « • 
****’**» For what 
other purpose than that of seeming -* * 

* '* was the case lemoved from the 
Old Bailey to the Court of King’s bench ? 
I ask for what ot/ier purpose i and I defy 
any one to answer me, unless be add that 
it was also for the purpose of securing 
it<e***- It** The 

institution of special juries, an institution 
unknown till times of modern date, and 
repugnant to the laws of England, had its 
rise in a pretence, that matters of technical 
difficulty a common jury might not be 
competent to understand. As in cases of 
insurance, shipping of goods, and the like. 
But what was there in this case that b 
common jury, composed of tradesmen in 
the city of London, would not have under¬ 
stood ? A common jury would surely have 
been as competent to decide upon my case 
as upon the cases of hondr^, who are 
ctmdemned to death upon the decision of 
such a jury in that same court, where, if it 
bad b^n the intention to do me justice, 
my vase would have been tried. The 
House are told that it is sufficient for them 
to have read the verdict against me: by 
what principle at justice, or of reason, the 
House is to proceed to inflict upon me a 
new punishment, without themselves befor- 
iog and examining the evidence, 1 will not 
here attempt to eitqmre. 1 shall satisfy 
myself as to this punt in having shewn 
tMt the jury^ fdiosa mdiet woi piodaeed 
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in the Hoewe. * * • * • • «nd 

that It a« all soch jnries in iticb cases 
»«.««•»*««« 

If, Sir» the accusation against me bad 
not bioopht the whole cunauct ol my hie 
under animadveiston. I should not thinic it 
necessary to account for the manner in 
which my time has been employid, since 1 
was actiTply engaged in my piokssional 
^ duties. The interval has not been idly 
spent, nor without a view to the interests 
of my country. At an expence of nearly 
2 ,000/., for which I neither sought or 
thought of remuneration, 1 examined the 
Situations, and procuied plans of various 
important ports and places in the M di> 
terranean. I meditated and matured plans 
fui the moieedictual prosecution ot the 
war. Thty were appiovtd, pronounced 
piacticable, and considered infallible, by 
some of the most distinguished officers 
now living. I oflertd them to successive 
administrations, and I alsooficred my ser¬ 
vices to put them in execution. Subse¬ 
quently my attention was chiefly directed 
to the piobecution and perfection of An 
invention of considerable public conve¬ 
nience and utility ; and on the very daj 
of the olience so unexpectedly laid to my 
charge, I was solely ociupicd in fuither- 
ing this, at least iiiuflensne, object, with¬ 
out the slightest idea of the uiiscluef which 
that day was to bring ioitii. 

1 had then been appoitiud to the com¬ 
mand of his Majesty’s ship tlie Ininant, 
and the loss of that command, after 
expending more than 1,000/ in fating for 
*ea, IS one of the many misioi tunes in 
which this groundless accusation has in¬ 
volved me. 1 had obtained leave of ab- 
sence,to piocure a patent for the above in¬ 
vention , and to my duty on board my ship 
leturned on the islof March, and it was 
not till the 8th day of that month that I 
found, that my name was connected with 
the fraud from the following paragraph in 
the public prints of the 7th: 

" We are glad to hear that the commit¬ 
tee of the block Exchange have made 
considerable progress in discovering the 
authors of the late nefarious fiaud, and 
that they have ascertained thit the pre¬ 
tended colonel De Bourgh went to the 
house of a gentleman who has a large 
stock-jobbing account. Though the com¬ 
mittee have posted the following notice, 
yet we should hope, that the gentlemen 
aatned tfaeietn, wete no parties to the de- 
eqitmn pracuted. They oannot, however, 
tMktf too eadtly an opporti/nity of cleanog 


themselvit from ail suspicion of having 
participated in the transaction.^’ 

Stock-EKcbange Coromittee- 
Eoom, March 4. 

*• It IS particularly requested, that all 
those members of the block Exchange 
who transacted business, either directly or 
indtTtCtly. <oi any ofthe persons under> 
mentioned on Monday the 21st of Fe- 
binary last, will favour the committee 
with an inteiview;—^ihe hon. Cochrane 
Johnstone, Mr. G. R Jluit, lord Cochrane, 
Mr. Holloway, Mr. Sandom, Mr. M‘Rae.** 

On reading this paragiaph, 1 lost no 
lime, (whatever artay have been insinuated 
to the contiary), in applying for leave of 
absence. 1 gave the necessary orders 
about the ship, and waited on admiral Sur- 
ridge to obtain his permission to pioceed 
to town. He informed me, that he had 
just sent me admiralty-leave to the ship, 
and a letter from lord Melville, neither of 
wliirh were forwarded to me for a consi¬ 
derable time after, and lord Melville’s 
letter remains still unopened. 1 mention 
tins meiely to shew, that in returiiiiig to 
town foi the puipose of clearing my cha- 
tacter, 1 was not influenced by any com¬ 
munication from tiic Admiralty. On my 
return to town I did what I think every in* 
HOC ent mao would have done; 1 made oath 
to a ti ue statement of all that 1 knew of 
the circumstances on which the accusation 
against me was founded. 

It was said by the counsel for the pro¬ 
secution, that he should have thought that 
a nobleman in my situation would have 
pledged hts word and honour. If I un¬ 
derstood the diffi|rcnce between the sanc- 
fity of such 9 pleuge, and that of an oath, 
1 might be able to reply to bis observa- 
lioti; but I do not: but this I understand, 
that if I had pledged my word and honour, 
it would not not hare escaped that poison’s 
diBcermaciit, that I did not dare to make 
oath to the truth of my statement. 

The rcpoitof the block Exchange Com* 
mittee was not published till two days after 
my a^davit, and the description of ttie 
dress o( the pieten4ed,met.s< nger, as given 
By them m their hand-bill of the 7th, to wit 
a btovm great coat, and a red under-coat, 
being woolly difierentfVomahat lu which 
De Berenger appeared before me, which 
was a gtey great coat and a tfreen uniform. 

1 firmly believed that be was nut the 
same person | and so impits'.edi I pub* 
hsbed my affidavit of the i ith, and shortly 
l3ie nffidatits of ttUee of my leea 
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v»nts, who oath tha^ iho opptfMOal JVIv afficldvit of the 1 1 th of March was 
Was t^ty, aod thit the colhr and all that moHtwumeictfully handled hv the counsel 
they 8|rw of the uiidtr-toat was grefn for the pros* cut ion, and also by the Chief 
Ihese AiHdatIts I hold m my hand, md if Jusiice. 'liity insiNitd that / tmst ha\t 
it 18 the pkasuic ol the llou^el will read knoain when I received the note, tint it 
them,* tame fiom De BeuH,;ti. My statement 


* The following aie the Copies of the 
Saul Adid iviis. 

“ U iviiig ootained lease of absence to 
come to town lu coiiseipitiit e of scanda¬ 
lous paugraplis in the public papers, 
and ih consequetue of having leaint til'll 
band-bills bad been aSix* d in the streets 
lO whiih, 1 have since sclii, it is as!,eil(d 
that a person came to iqy house, at 
K". 13 GitiU-striet, on the 21st day of 
Bebroaiy', in open day, and in the dress 
in which he had committed a fi lui, 1 feel 
it due to myself to make the following de¬ 
position, that the public may know the 
ttuth iclalive to the only prison seen by 
me in military uniform at my house on 
that day. ' ConiRSNi/' 

13, 6rte«-«rert, Match II, Ibli ” 

N«. 13, Gmn-^ret, Otowenot-strccO 
Match 11, 1S14. 

♦' I, sir Thomas Cochrane, commonly 
called lord Cochrane, having been ap¬ 
pointed by the lords commissiontis of the 
Admiiftlty to active scivice (it the le- 
quest, I believe, of sir Alexandei Coe h* 
rane) when I had no cape ctation of being 
called on, 1' obtainc d leave ot absence to 
seltlfc my private ailaiis previous to quit¬ 
ting this country, and chiefly with a view 
to lod^p a spec ficatioii to a patent i da¬ 
tive to a discuvciy ioi mcrcabing the in* 
f ensity of light —'I hat, in pm suance of my 
daily ptactice of supciintcndmg work that 
was executing fui tnt, and knowing that 
my uncle, Mr Cochrane Johnstone, wen^ 
to the cityeveiy moining m a coach,4 
do swear, that on the morning of the 21bt 
of rtbtnaiy, winch diy was impressed on 
my mind by circumstances which after- 
wirds'occurred, 1 bicakfasted with him at 
his residence m Cumbei land-street, about 
hall p St t ^ht oklock, and I was put 
down by him (and Mr. Butt was in the 
coach) on Snow-hill, about ten o'clock ' 
That I had been about three quaiters ol 
an houi at Mr king's manufactory, at 
No, 1, Cock lam, when I received a few 
lines on a small hit ot paper, requesting 
me to come immcdutely to my bouse) 
the name afimd,from being wutten close 
to the bottom, I could not read ; the ser¬ 
vant told roe it was iiom an aimy oiBoai, 


and roucludiug, that he mip,ht be m ofliccr 
from Spam, and that some icctdcni had 
bcfilit.n my hiothtr, I hastened back, 
and 1 found captain Beicngti, who, in 
gnat seeming o»cabmcss,maiie many apo¬ 
logies for the liecdom he had used, which 
nothing blit the dislrcsstd stale ot his 
nimd, arising from clifliculties, could have 
induced him to do. All Uis prospects, he 
said, had failed, ami Ins hbt hope had 
vanished of ohiamtiig an a|ipoinimci»l in 
America, Ht was uiipnasintiy circum¬ 
stanced on account **t a sum which he 
could not piy, and it be co Id, that others 
would fall upon him t*ir lull 8,i)U0f He 
htdnuiiiptol bem llllo^ his tr<ditor* in 
ins pic sent situilion, oi of assisting him¬ 
self. Ihit il I would like him with me, 
he would imiiHiliately go on bond ami 
exercise t*u sh np-shooiei-(whi< h plan sir 
Alexandi 1 C othi me 1 kinw hul appiovcd 
of). Tliuhc had I*.It his lodgings, and pie- 
pvitd himself in the h'sl w ly bn nnans 
had allowed. H* bed hioupht the swoid 
with him, which liad 11*111 Ins faiIni’s, 
and fo that and lo hii Alexandei lie would 
trust lor ubtainnig an honourable Ap¬ 
pointment.—I felt very uiieaKy at the 
distress lie was iii, atnl knowing hint to 
be a man of gieat talent and sennet, 1 
told him 1 would do eveiy thing in 
my pow ti to relieve him, but as to his 
going immediately to the Tonnanl with 
any tomfori to himself, it was quite im¬ 
possible, My cabin was wiihout furni¬ 
ture , 1 had not even a scivant on buaid. 
lie «atd lu would willingly mess any 
wheie 1 told him that the waid room 
was already crowded, and besides, 1 could 
not with propueiy take him, be being a 
foreigner, without leave fiom the Admi- 
lalty. lie seemed greatly hurt at this, 
and recalled to my recollection cerlih- 
e ales which be bad foimeri) shewn me 
from persons in ollicial situitions, lord 
Vat mouth, general Jenkinsun, and Mr. 
Reeves, I think, were amongst the number. 
1 recommended him to use his endeavour 
to get them or any other fi lends to exert 
their influence, for I had none; adding, 
that when the Tonnant went to Ports¬ 
mouth, I should be happy to receive him; 
tmd t knew from tir Alexander Cochranet 
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was, that while I was superintending work 
at Mr. King's nigoufactory, I recerved a 
note, hut did not know that it came from 
J>e Bcreoger, because the name was 


that he would be pleased if be accom¬ 
plished that object. Captain Berenger 
said, that not anticipating any objection 
on my pait from the conversation he had 
lormerly had with me, he had come away 
with inU'Ution to go on board, and make 
hiinselt useful in his military capacity; 
he could nnt go to lord Yarmouth or to 
any other of his friends in this diess (al¬ 
luding to that which he had on), or return 
to his lodgings, where it would excite sus¬ 
picion (as he was at that lime tn the rules 
of the Kirig’s-lx‘tich), but that if 1 refused 
to let him jom the '<hip now, he would do 
so at Portsmouth. Under present circom- 
stvinces, however, he must use a great 
liberty, and request the lavour of me to 
bnd him a h.it to weai instead of his mi¬ 
litary cap: 1 gave him one who h wa^ in 
a batk room with some things that had 
not been packtd up, and having tiied it 
on, bis uniform appean d under his great 
coat; I therefore uHeied him a black coat 
tiiat was lying uu a chair, and which 1 
did not intend to lake with me ; he put 
up his uniform in a towel, and shuitly 
aiieiwards went away m great apparent 
uneasiness of mind ; and having asked 
niy leave, he took the coach 1 came in. and 
svhich, 1 had forgotten to discharge in the 
baste I was in.—-1 do further depose, that 
the above conversation is the substance of 
all that passed with captain Berenger, 
which from the circumstances attending 
it, was strongly impressed upon my mind: 
that no other person in uniform was seen 
by me at my house, on Monday, the 21st 
or bebruary, though possibly otlieroflicers 
may baie called (as many have done since 
my appointment); of this, however, 1 
cannot speak of my own knowledge, hav¬ 
ing been almost constantly fiom home, 
arranging my private afTairs. 1 have under¬ 
stood that many persons have called under 
the above circumstances, and have written 
notes 111 the parlour, and others have waited 
there in expectation of seeing me, and 
tlien gone away; but I most positively 
swear, that 1 never saw any person at my 
house resembling the description, and in 
the dress stated m the printed advertise-i 
ment of the members of the Stock Ex¬ 
change : 1 further aver, that I had no 
concern, directly or indirectly, in the late 
imposition, and that the above is all that 


written'so close to the bottom that 1 could* 
not read it. It was triumphantly re. 
marked, that this note was not forthcoming. 
It was menlioned as a suspicious Circum. 


1 know relative to any person who came 
to my bouse in uniform on the 2l8t day of 
Fcbiuary before alluded to. Captain Be¬ 
renger wore a grey great coat, a green 
umform, and a military rap.<~From the 
manner in which my character has been 
attempted to he defamed, it is indispen- 
sibly necessary to state that my connec¬ 
tion in any way with the funds arose fiont 
an impression that, in the present favoura- 
bie aspect of aflairs, it was only necessary 
to hold stock, in order to become a gainer, 
without prejuduo to any body : that 1 did 
so openly, considering it in no degree im¬ 
proper, far less dishonourable : that I had 
no secret information of any kind; and 
that had my expectation of the success of 
aflairs'been disappointed, I should have 
been the only sufieier.--Farther,ldo most 
solemnly swear, that the whobt of the om- 
mum on account, which 1 possessed on 
the 21st day of Febi uary, 1B14-, amounted 
to 130,000/, which I bought by Mr. Feam 
(I think) on the 12tb ultimo, at a premium 
of 28|; that 1 did not hold on that day 
any other sum on account, in any other 
stock, directly or indiicctly ; and that 1 
had given orders when it it'as bought, to 
dispose of it on a rise of 1 per cent, and 
it actually was sold ort an average at 2Q^ 
pienimm, though on the day of the fraud 
it might have been disposed of at 33-1. I 
further swear, that the above is the only 
stock which I sold of any kind on the 2ist 
day of February, except 2{H)0/. in money 
which I had occasion for; tin' profit of 
which was about 10/.—Further I do so¬ 
lemnly depose, that 1 had no roiinc\ioit 
or dealing with any one, save the above- 
mentioned, and that IdiJ not at any time, 
directly or indirectly, by myself, or by 
any other, take or piocuie any otTicc, or 
apartment for any broker or other person 
for the transaction of stork affairs. ' 

“ Cochrans.” 

Sworn at my house in Great Uueen- ' 
street, Liiiroiu’-inn-lields, in the 
county of Middlesex, the lltb day 
, of March, 1814, before roe, 

A. Grdianr, 

Affidavit of Tsaee Davis.—I, Davis, 

do swear, that I was in lord Cijihrane’s 
service. That when bis lordship was ap¬ 
pointed tp » ship, 1 received w|trQiug to 
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Itftnce that I could not produce thu note. 
The fact i«, that 1 tore it and threw it down. 
] bad not the smallest idea that it was 
worth prestfung—a note merely solicit¬ 
ing an interview which 1 was immediately 
going to grant. What could it contain 
that tlie Witter himself could not inform 
she of? If I fuid preserved it—if I had 
brought it forth—what would the learned 
, judge have said r Why, Sir, he would 
have Slid, that there could not be a more 
suspicious circumstance—that 1 could 
never have been so careful of an appa¬ 
rently insignihrant scrap of paper, if 1 had 
not foreseen that it might one day be 
called in question; or else he would have 
said, that it had been subseqtunily fabri- 
mted, 

1 have to lament that I was not more 
particular as to the important fact of my 
going away from the lamp makers, under 
the iiiiprtssion that 1 was about to meet 
an otTicer with distressing intelligence re* 
Jaiive to mj brother, the lion, major 
(‘orhiatie. I ran now only supply the 
deficiency by the same statement, and the 
same evidence which 1 tendered to the 
court df King‘ Bench when I made my 
second ipplication lor a new trial. 1 then 
observed, « that I was in apprehensions ol 
fat,il news lespecting my broiber then fii 
France, from whom 1 had received a 
letter but three days before, with the in¬ 
telligence of bis being dangerously ill; 
and 1 now tender you his affidavit, with 


provide myself with a place; and that, on 
the 2l8t day of February, and when the 
luonth's warning had expired, 1 was in his 
lordship’s house in (Treen<i8treet, where 
several gentleman railed in the morning, 
one of whom was cupiain Berenger. He 
had on a grey great coat, buttoned, and a 
green collar under it. I knew him, having 
seen him when his lordship lived in Park- 
street And 1 do further swear, that no 
man lived in his lordship’s bouse but his 
servants, and that 1 did not see any man 
bes>.ed, or answering the description of 
0-aiie, the hackney-coachman, at uis lord- 
ahtj’s house on the day above-mentioned* 

Isaac Bavis. 

Swon at the Mansion-house, London, 
this 21st day of March, 1«14. 

fVm. DomUle, Mayor. 

The Affidavits of Thomas Bewmao and 
Mary Twpia were afterwards repeated in 
the roan of King's-bench, and will be 
fouAil in t aobae^tutiit part of the Speech. 


the surgeon’s certificate, dated the 12th qf 
February, which he brought borne with 
him : and, therefore, on receiving the note 
from Berenger, whose name I was unable 
to decypher, and as that note announced 
that the writer, whom 1 learnt from my 
servant had Uie appearance of an officer 
in the army, was desirous of seeing me, 1 
hastened to leain intelligence so anxiously 
expected; nor had I the, least doubt that 
it related to my brother. When, how¬ 
ever, ! found that the person was Do 
Berenger,and that he had only to speak ol 
bis own priv&te afi'airs, the apparent dis. 
tress be was m, and the reliei it gave my 
mind to know that he was not ilie bearer 
of the news I dreaded, pi evented me fiom 
feeling that displeasure which 1 might 
otherwise bate felt at the liberty he had 
taken, or the interruption it had occasioned. 
Comments have been made on my saying 
so little to the servant who brought me 
that note; but the fact is, I did ask bim 
several questions as appears by his affi¬ 
davit. That Idid nut ieain the name of 
the writer from the note itself, 1 have truly 
accounted for, by its being written so close 
to the bottom that I could nut lead it. 
This assertion is said to be contradicted by 
the circumstance of the writer having found 
room to add a postscripr, as if there was 
only one side of the pafier. Of the post¬ 
script 1 Inive no recollection, but it might 
have been written even opposite the signa¬ 
ture. That. Idid not coiled from the hand¬ 
writing that It was addressed to me by Be 
Berenger is nothing extraordinary; my 
acquaintance with that person was ex¬ 
tremely slight; and till that day, I had 
never received more than one or two notes 
from him, which related to a drawing of a 
lamp. I vi'as too deeply impressed with 
the idea that the note was addressed to me 
by an otllcer who had come with intelli¬ 
gence of my brother, to apprehend that it 
was written by Du Berenger, froni whom 
1 expected no communication, and with 
whose hand-writing I was not familiar. 
Ail that 1 could afterwards recollect of the 
note, more than what is staled in my affi¬ 
davit, is, that he had somcihing io commmi- 
which would affect my feeling mnd, or 
words to that effect, which confirmed my 
apprehensions that the writer was the 
messenger of fittal news of my brother.*’ 
My brother’s affidavit is as follows i 
*• The hon. WillUMn Erskine Cochrane» 
major in the 15ffi regiment of dragoons, 
now residing m Portman-sqnare in the 
county cf ^ saitb# 
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that lie irM mixed with a violent and tificate nf a day^a illness only, namel;^, the ' 
akirming illness on the 1st of January, 12th of February, .althoagh it expressly 
1 BI 4 , at Cambo, in the South of France, certifies that such illness commenced on 
and that this deponent remained in a state the 1st of January, and be contended that 
of dsngeroos illness until the l8th of the I could not have heard of such illness prior 
following month ; that, early in February to the 21st of February. The authoruy,of 
last, he wrote to his brother,lord Cochrane, the certificate is unquestionable, and it is 
to acqiiaint his lordship of this deponent’s more important since it was not obtained 
situation, as deponent bad then veiy little for the purpose of proving the truth of 
hope of recovery, and telling him that he my statement, but is the original certificate"^ 
had received a notification that he would granted to tny brother, on the 12'li Fe* 
be ordered to England, where be should bruary, by tbe surgeon of iiis regiment, 
proceed if ever able" to , ^dertake the for the purpose of being laid before a 
journey. And this deponeit^orther saith, boatd of medical officers at St. Jean dc Lux, 
that the annexed certificate was given to to shew the necessity of his roturn io° 
him for the purpose of being laid officially England, where he arrived some time In 
before a board of medical officers at St. March, and brought the certificate with 
Jean de Luz by tbe surgeon of this depo- him, and now resides in Portni.in-8quape, 
nent’s regiment, and is in the Said sur- in a very precarious state of health. The 
geon’s hand writing.” certificate of the surgeon includes a period 

From the certificate of the surgeon of six weeks, namely, from tbe Istof 
dated the 12lh of February, I think it roa- nuary ; and yet tbe learned judge argued 
terial to insert the following extracts:-— against tbe probability, nay, stated that it 
“ Major Cochrane was seized with the was almost impossible, that 1 should have 
usual symptoms of fever on the 1st of Jo- beard of his illness on the 17ih of Fe- 
nuary, which was continued for the first bruary ! 

three days, then the remitlant character When it is considered, that lord Ellen- 
developed itself; the evening paroxysm borough admitted, that evidence of tbe 
was severe every day, and he was alt illness of my brother would add great 
through much worse on the third day than probability to my statement, that, on 
on the two preceding days.—On the 23d hearing of the arrival of an officer from 
he had a crisis, and went on very well till the army, 1 w'ent home with the ex|>ecta- 
the 1st of February, when he suffered a re* tion of hearing distressing ihtelligencn 
lapse, attended with rather alarming symp- respecting him, and that such evidence 
toms. There was great determination to would indeedbe important^ isitnotstrange 
the bead, and a tendency to coma. On that he shonld have rejected such evtdeace 
the morning of the 7th he had a second without the slightest examination ? 
relapse. I hope tbe change of air and ob- With respeft to roy account ol the con- 
jects will serve him.” Tcraation which passed between De Be- 

The affidavit of my brother, as well as reng4r and tnyaelf, I submit that it is not 
the certificate of the surgeon, were treated only true, bat perfectly probable. It was 
as fabrications; and with respect to iny not nece^ary*that I should know what 
brother’s letter, the judge would not be* De l^renger bad been transacting, in 
liere that I had received it, unless I could order to believe that he had reasons for 
produce it, and shew him the post*niark. wishing to quit the kingdom. His wish to 
it is known to all my friends, that I seldom go to America, and sir Alexander Coch- 
preserve such letters as are not likely to rane’s - application in his behalf, wero 
be of futuro importance, but it was also Imovrn to me, and clearly proved on the 
known to many of my friends that I had trial: and the prosecutors counsel ad- 
received such a letter: and since my bro- mit^d that De Berenger was in tbe roles 
iher colonel Coebrane’s return from Ira- |,'i^;llie TCing’s-bench, and so involved in 
laiwl, I have learnt that he did actually deWS, ‘^at he would rather reside in any 
ceive the letter enclosed from me, and country than tbi^. Since the trial, a letter 
my other brother, major Cochrane, has from De to hie solicitor, Mr. 

sworn to the fact of^ having' sent it. His Gabriel Tahowdin# come into my 
affidavit was before tbe court, but was ’possession, whiQh,5ltnrly proves the dis* 
iatpudently discredited by fhe judge. tresw^, state of whatod) and bis anxieiw. 

Having rejected the Wtter and tfaeaffi* to get but of thd‘country. The letter fa 
davit, it was easy to dispose of the certifi* dated the l*Jlh tf Pehruary, four days pre- 
cate. He chose to consider it as the cea> Tioua te fiamd of the ^ist j (he letter 
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M'lori^, ItjRd to me perfectly anintelligi* 
,l?Ie :, the iollowing passage shews the 
pei^arb<$<l 'state of his mind; 

“ t'cannot refrain from pressing yon as, 
joy Solicitor, and as a copfidentiat f^riend, 
1 ^'take immediately those measures, which 
iplohecan tfanquilise my mind, and enable 
me thereby to meet the numerous suffer¬ 
ings 1 am doomed to bear. Something 
must be done; for what is so harrassing 
as doubt about future fate i Mine is all 
gloom ; and self-preservatioji, that power- 
mi argument, but which I have so long 
negieeted, and which every body more 
or leas seems to use, requires my fm- 
mediate and umUerable decision. 1 have 
refused w'bat most people would call the 
iafe side of the question: what are my 
pibspecis in consequence ? that 1 shall 
have enemies in abundance—that I shall, 
in either result, have lost all chance of en¬ 
couragement, pe'’liaps in all Eurcpe, and 
that 1 shall be tossed about, God knows 
how and where, and at an age, which 
claims rest: and horrible as the picture is, 
it i$ even the best of the prospects that 
await me." 

After the apprehension of Mr. De Bc- 
renger, I did, by the advice of Mr.'John¬ 
stone, address to him a letter, through the 
olSce of lord Sidmouth, calling upon him 
to state to the public his reasons for 
coming to my bouse on the 21st of Fe¬ 
bruary, and he answered, that " nothing 
could exceed the phin he felt when he 
perceived how cruelly, how unfairly, his 
unfortunate visit of the 2i3t of February 
was interpreted, which, with its object, 
wail correctly detailed in iny affidavit." 1 
hold his original letter in my hand. 

Sielying upon the diSerence of the 
dress in which De Berenger appeared be¬ 
fore me, from that described by the Stock 
Exchange Committee, and on the as¬ 
surance of Mr. Johnstone, that De Be¬ 
renger bad informed him that be could 
oneqoivbcaUy.prove an aUbi, by at least a 
dozen credlnle witnesses, and believing 
that, at all events, my own innocence 
would prove my protection,'! felt so per¬ 
fectly secure as to the issue of the trial, 
tlvat I gave no instructions to counsel, at- 
timded no consultation, and never even 
rciad my own brief, into which a- serious 
errer 'was Introduced ; bvki loavidg the 
whole htfunesain ihehands of my aoticitor, 

I fBtiredl|jS’ idy house in the coaWry, and 
did not riAtiro <0^11 two days previotnlidt the; 
trial. 

' itt'f iIm iCoUEttry* 1 received 'a 


letter from my ' solicitor, informing me, 
'that at a consultation, it had been re¬ 
solved to defend my case jointly with that 
of Mr. Butt, and that it-was not deter¬ 
mined, . whether it might not also he ad- 
viseable tO' unite it with that ‘ of Mr. 
Johnstone. 1 bad ordered that iny case 
slioutd. be defended separately, and Messrs. 
Topping and Scarlett were engaged as my 
counsel. To the above communication I 
returned the following answer. 

Hollv-hill, Titchfield, 
M’ay 29 , 1814 .; 

*' The counsel are certainly better able 
to judge than I am, as to tiie necessity of 
mixing Mr. Butt’s case with mine, but I 
will not consent to any ftarther union ** 

Notwithstanding this, my case was de¬ 
fended conjointly, amf it deserves parti¬ 
cular attention, that the able counsel who 
pleaded my cause (Mr. Serjpaiu Best), was 
intended to defend Mr. Johnstone only, 
and that the counsel whom 1 did employ, 
had no opportunity of opening their 
lips. The unavailing expression of ray 
dissent to an union of cases, was almost 
the only step taken by me in my own be¬ 
half, in the whole course of the proceedings 
prior to ray return to town ; for, iit addi¬ 
tion to the perfect consciousness of my 
innocence, I cannot help remarking, that 
Mr. Johnstone was anxious to relieve 
me from the trouble of attending to my 
own interests in this matter; and in a 
letter which he wrote to me a few days 
previous to the trial, he intreated me to 
make myself perfectly easy as to the issue, 
and informed me that he had seen De 
Berenger's brief, by which it appeared 
that he would fuUy establish an alibi. I 
have had no opportunity of searching for 
this letter, which, pursuant to my general 
practice well known to my friends, per¬ 
haps 1 have destroyed; but the receipt 
and purport of it can be proved on oath 
by a visitor then at my house. 

On my return to town, immediately 
before the trial, a copy of the brief of Mr. 
De Berenger was shewn to me by Mr. 
Johnstone; and the case as therein staled 
appeared to me so perfectly clear, that 1 
solemnly assure the House that I then 
thought it impossible that be ctmid be the 
person who persemated Du Burigh. That 
I had no concern whatever in the alibi set 
up by Mr. De Berenger, will sofficieiUly 
appear from the fblkfmng Letter frominy 
iioiictlont^ 
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Lincolns-Inn Fields, 

1st July, 1814. 

" My Ix)rd; We beg to acknowledge 
the receipt of your lordship's letter of 
yesterday’s date, and to acquaint you, in 
answer, that we were certainly employed 
exclusively for your lordship in the late 
trial, and not lor any other of the de¬ 
fendants ; and we also beg leave to state 
most explicitly, that we never received 
from your lorddiip, or any other person 
whatever, any instructions in respect to 
the alibi attempted to be proved by Mr. 
X>e Uurenger, and consequently did not, 
nor could give any diiections to counsel in 
reipect to that aUbi, nor had wu ever any 
intercourse or communication whatever 
with the witnesses by whom it was to be 
established. We have the honour to be, 
my Lord, &c. Fauruk and Co.” 

Mv dcsciiption of the dress in which 
Do liiTcnger appeared before me at my 
house on the iJIst of February, has ex- 
sited muchanimailveision. When I swore 
that hu wore a grtrn coat, the counsel for 
the piosL-cution declared that 1 had in¬ 
curred the moral guilt of perjury, without 
sub|etiin'> myself to the legal penalty. 
When I came into coutt and repeated niy 
assertion upon oath, under ail the ri.sks of 
the law, and tendered the aflulavits oi 
otlieis wiio saw him ns 1 did, in his green 
coal at my house, the same counsel impu¬ 
dent Ij' repeated the foul nnd false accu¬ 
sation. 1 alsoafhimed, upon inj honour, 
in the ronit of King’s-benrh, and I do 
allirm upon my honour in this House, that i 
/ only 4rtU) him in a gnen uniform, j 

I have already slated, that an error of 
the most dangerous nature was iiitroduccd 
into liie brief. In that brief the ront ot 
I)e Berenger is des< ribed to have been a 
red one, with a giten eollar, and my 
counsel in consequence admitted that to be 
red which had been sworn lo be green. 

My attention was not called to this 
error, which has been so injurious; and 
Mr Seijeant Best, m the course of my de¬ 
fence, marked the. contradiction between 
my affidavit and wfiat Ills brief told him, 
and he gave me credit for anovVisight in 
consequence thereof, l>ui det lined exa- 
nnnnig niv .set vanls, then ready inattendnnee. 
Kuly on the nfioriimg of the second day 
of the liial, being iiiforroeri, to my sur¬ 
prise. of the moile of defence whiih had 
been resoried to, I again sent my servants 
to Guildhall with a note to my solicitor,of 
Which the foliuwingis aa extract: 

(voL.xxvm:) 


" 9th June, 1314. 

"Dear Sir; 1 have sent my servants 
who, 1 submit, ought to be examined in 
order to prove the appearance of Be¬ 
renger. This seems nece.ssary, to free me 
I from the internal uneasiness which I should 
! ever feel were the investigation to termi¬ 
nate otherwise.” 

I Still, Sir, it was not deemed proper to 
j examine my servants; aud to the erior 
which crept into the brief, and the conse¬ 
quent misapprehension of my counsel, I 
must, in some measure, atlrihuic the unfa¬ 
vourable result of the trial. I say, in some 
measure, because 1 must ever consider 
myself as principally indebted for my con¬ 
viction to the injustice of * * * 

About half past seven o’clock, on die 
evening of the last day ot tiic trial, a 
clerk, on the part of my solicitors, called 
upon me, and the following is a memo¬ 
randum made by him of the conversation 
that took place between us in conse¬ 
quence : 

" I told lord Cochrane I bad just come 
oiu of court to prepare bun (or the* worst 
result, as the Judge %uas iummiitg up against 
him veiy decidedly ; and 1 delivered him a 
memorandum of Mr. Brougham, recom¬ 
mending his lordship’s being made ac¬ 
quainted svith the rtsuU to be appre¬ 
hended ; he enquired much about the trial, 
blit particularly what witiu sses bad been 
called on his side ?—1 told liiui Dewman, 
and .1 penon to prove iiinjor Cochrane’s 
illness, and some others.—lie enquired if 
Mary Turpin was called ?—1 answered not. 
■—He aaid Mr. Parkinson had put his foot 
in his case, or that he had b»uh'd his case, 
and It was ciuel in him. —He* reijaestrd I 
would tell hina he ought to hate e.ilhd her 
to prove Berengcr’s dress.—i toUl him his 
letter was submiited to couii.se!, and the 
rneasuie not appioved of by them. He 
aiisweied, Mr. J*. should have done as 1 in¬ 
structed him; I am to be I he only Mifflrer if 
convicted. —1 also told him, that .it the time 
.his lordship’s letter was recs'ivcd, his caSf 
was closed. 

« (.Signed) Hm. Coulthukst, 
JOth June, 1814” 

I introduce this. Sir, to shew to the 
House bow anxious I was, to the very last 
moment, that my servants should fie exa¬ 
mined. Had they been' examined, they 
would have proved that the dress in whicli 
De Beren./i*r came to my house was green; 
and 1 submU whether tlie testimony of alt 

( 20 ) 



5GS] HOUSE OF COMMONS, ago^t £or<f CbeArMe.' [SM 


these persons ought not to preponderate 
over that of one. The only witness to the 
point of De Bcrenger’s coming to my 
bouse In a red coat is Crane, the back* 
ney-coarhman. And under what circum¬ 
stances was bis evidence given ? Not one 
of the counsel for the prosecution ventured 
to question him to the point; but, on his 
cross-examination, being asked the fol¬ 
lowing question, " you do not pretend to 
be able to recollect every person you 
carry in your hackncy-coach every 
day V* be replied, '* No! but this gentle¬ 
man that 1 took from a post-chaise and 
tour, when he got out at Grecn-strpet, 1 
saw that he had a red coat unde'meath his 
great coat.*’ Does it not appear from this 
answer, that the witness having been dis¬ 
appointed in not being questioned to that 
point before, speaks to it now as bis only 
chance of securing the reward of 2501. 
ofirred by the Stock Exchange, and 
which, 1 understand, be has laid claim to i , 
respect to «he evidence of Cr.ine, it 
is worthy of notice, that the great coat 
which I have sworn was grey, was de¬ 
scribed by him, in his examination before 
the Stock Exchange Committee, to have 
been a brown one; but, on the trials he 
meets my description, and calls it a brown- 
grey : be also described Berenger as a red- 
ybetd man. Shilling also stated, before the 
Committee, that De Berenger had a large 
red nose, and Jace rather blotch'd. Now, 
it is well known, that De Berenger bears 
no resemblance to such description; he 
is pale, marked with the small pox, and 
free from blotches. 

But, Sir, I have another fact to state 
with regard to Crane; and I call upon the 
House to give it that attention which it 
deserves. At the moment. Sir, that this 
man was giving evidence, which was tq | 
convict me of the crimes of fraud and j 
perjury, he himself was suffering the sen- | 
tence of the law for conduct of no com- I 
mon atrocity. The account of this con- j 
duct I will read to the House, as it was ! 
stated in the public papersi 

y On Friday last, William Crane, the 
driver of t^e hackney-coach No. 762, 
was summoned before the commissioners 
«pon a charge of cruelty to his horses— 
5Tfce circumstancis detailed were so shocking 
ns induced the Commmusiotiers to ubterve, 
thiy never heard a more turocious cose,” 

Now, Sir, 1 ask, is the evidence of an 
•Id and frnthfnl servant, -who has been in 
our family seventeen years, together with 
the evidence of three other wititeites of 


unimpeacbed veracity, to be outweighed 
in the balance by a wretch of this stamp ? 

On the subject of the Bank-notes found 
in De Berenger’s possession, which had 
been exchanged for others that had onco 
been mine, I pledge myself to prove, in 
the clearest and most unequivocal manner, 
that such notes of mine as have been called 
in quesiion, were part of a sum given by 
me to Mr. Butt for the purpose of dis¬ 
charging just and bond fide debts; namely, 
a debt of 200l. to himself for money bor¬ 
rowed, and the payment of my wine mer¬ 
chants, Messrs. Wilkinson anti Crosthwaile, 
whose bill amounted to 691)/. I Is. tbe 
payment of which, through the hands of 
Mr. Butt, had escaped my recollection at 
the time of the trial. The several papers 
relating to the loan of 200/. extracted from 
the Stock-broker’s bonks, together with the 
wine-merchants’ affidavit respecting the 
whole of the transaction, 1 hold in my 
hand, and entreat the House to examine 
them. In looking over the wine-mer- 
I chants affidavit, I find, that on the l9lh 
of February, the very day on vvhich the 
fraud is alleged to have been planned, 1 
was •' engaged in their cellars for up¬ 
wards of two hours in tasting wines,” to 
be sent on board the Tonnant. 

Having mentioned Mr. Butt, I take this 
opportunity of stating, that my conncclion 
with the funds arose from a conversation 
with that gentleman in October last, when 
the progress of tbe allies and the favourable 
aspect of affairs induced him to recom¬ 
mend me to place ray spare money in 
government securities : 1 told him that I 
had disposed of it in private securities and 
land. He then informed me, that 1 might 
gain without advancing the principal, and 
of]|«red to conduct the business for me: 
he urged this proposal; which 1 then de¬ 
clined, being unwilling to enter into spe¬ 
culations which 1 did not understand: 
however, in the course of a few days, to 
my very great surprise, he brought me the 
sum of 480/., as the profit on a speculation 
which he said he had made for me 1 Not 
wanting the money, I desired him to sport 
with it till be had lost it; and between 
that period and the 19th of February the 
sum which he had gained and placed to 
my account, without fee or reward, and 
without check or controul on my part, 
amounted to 4,200/. I have witnessed 
many generous and disinterested acts of 
Mr. Butt, and I think him incapable of 
a diriionourable action. In justice to hmi 
1 must also observe, that the notes in quei- 
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ttoti;i SI appeared on tbe trials were part of 
m sum lent ny l^int on tbe i!5tb of February, 
to Mr. Jobiiitone. 

1 come now. Sir, more particolarly to 
the conduct of the judge before whom the 
cause was tried. Tbe publit have lead an 
account of that conduct during tbe exn> 
minatioD of the witnesses. * * * 

***«##*■ 
It must be in the recollection of the House, 
as It is in that of the public, that he uiged, 
that he compelled the counsel to enter upon 
ray defence qfitr midnight, at tbe end uf 
fifteen hours from the commencement of 
the trial, when that counsel declared him¬ 
self quite exhausted, and when tbe juiy, 
who were to decide, were in estate of such 
weariness as to render attention to what 
was said totally impossible. The speeches 
of the counsel beiog ended, the judge, at 
half pan three in the morning, adjourned 
the comt till ten; thus sr < * « 

sepal ating the evidence from the argument, 
and reserving his own strength and the 
strength of my adversaries' advocate for 
the close; giving to both the great ad¬ 
vantage of time to consider of the reply, 
and to invent and arrange arguments to 
meet those which had been urged in my 
defence. By this means, loo, another im¬ 
portant object was seemed. From the 
lateness ol tbe hour at which the counsel 
were compelled to enter on my defence, 
it was impossible, that tliat defence should 
appear the next day in print; while the 
speech of the advocate by whom 1 was 
accused would appear at full length. The 
object was completely attained ; and thus 
were the public, by seeing hardly a woid 
in my defence, while so much was urged 
against me, prepared to approve of the 
verdict which was given the next day. 

Lord Elienborough,in his charge to the 
jury, remarked, that in my affidavit of the 
Ifth of March (but not before}! first con¬ 
nected the name of De Berenger with this 
transaction. It is true, that I did so ; and 
the fact was known to his lordship, for he 
had heard it in evidence, that when 1 gave 
the affidavits to be printed, I declared 
that if De Berenger was the impostor, 

1 had furnished tbe clue to bis detection;" 
and lord Ellenborougb was not warranted 
in insinuating, that 1 bad delayed the dis¬ 
closure till 1 knew or believed that De 
Berenger had escaped. Why I could not 
take this step sooner, 1 have already ex¬ 
plained, and the statement contained in 
my affidavit of the 14th of June, is full and 
decisive on the fubject, and is a complete 
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answer to tbe ralorany, that 1 acted on the 
aupposHioa of De Iwrengcr being out 
of the kingdom. I, at least, bad done 
nothing to contribute to his escape. I had 
refused his application to join my ship 
without leave from tbe Admiralty : if 1 
had bad the leaat reason to wish for bis 
concealment, 1 could easily have smuggled 
him into the Tonnant; but it is obvious 
that! had no such intention. 

By what authority. Sir, did lord Eilen- 
borough take the unfavourable part of my 
affiiiavit as true, and the favourable part 
as false—when tbe former was not cor¬ 
roborated, nor the latter contradicted by 
any other evidence ? or why did he re¬ 
present me as making admissions which I 
(lid not make i He professed to speak from 
my affidavit, and indeed bad no other 
evidence, to the fact of my furnishing De 
Berenger with a coat to wear instead of 
his uniform, and put it tp the jury to con¬ 
sider •• whether a mao coming so dis¬ 
guised, and going away again with bis dis¬ 
guise in a bundle, was not on a dishonest 
errand." Lord Ellenborougb, Sir, pro¬ 
fesses to quote and draw conclusions from 
iny affidavit; and he represents me' as ad¬ 
mitting that De Berenger came into my 
presence disguised, and that he went away 
with his disguise in a bundle! If there 
be one word of this in my affidavit, then 
I am {leijured, and lord Ellenborougb 
speaks truth. I stated that De Bei anger, 
an officer in a rifle corps, called upon me 
m a green uniform; au(l this tbe judge 
submits to the jury is a disguise, and a 
proof of his coniingon a dishonest errand ! 

But," coDtioues lord Ellenborougb, 
if other witnesses are to be believed, 
that visitor went to lord Cochrane's house, 
recenilv after, having blazoned the false 
news, decorated with a star, a medallion, 
and dressed in a scarlet coat." lii this 
short sentence there arc two mis-state¬ 
ments ; for there was only one witness who 
represented such visitor coming to my 
bouse in a scarlet coat, and not one word 
of the star, or medallion. Why did not 
lord Ellenborougb submit to the jury, 
whether it was probable that De Berenger 
came there, and in that dress, by any 
previous arrangement of mine ? W'fiy did 
lie not say, that it was for the jury t.t en¬ 
quire, whether he came there as nu in¬ 
strument, or for his own convenience ^ 

Having bontei) down the game," con¬ 
tinues the dignified Chief Justice, “the 
prosecutors at last showed what became 
of hit tkb; and it is a veiy materinl fact. 


ngakat Lard Cockme. 
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that the defendant De Berrnger stripped 
hintself at lord Cochrane’s.” Why is it 
material f Because it is one of those facts 
which a guilty man would have been most 
anxious to conceal; and since this mutmal 
fact never could hayc been known li 1 had 
not voluntarily divulged it, it is chiefly 
iniporiani ;i.i ailordiiig strong presumptive 
proof of my innocence; and in that light, 
it was ioid Ellenboroogh’s duty to have 
submitted it to the jury. 

" He stripped his scarlet uniform off 
there,” says the judge, " and the circutn* 
stances of its not being green did not ex¬ 
cite lord Cocbraiie’s suspicion.” Did not 
lord Elleiibniough know, that there was 
no evidence btloie the jury of De Bc- 
rehger pulling off his scarlet uiiiforin at 
my House? Even if it had been clear that 
he enteied iiiy house in that uniform, 
which I verily believe he did not, which 
of the witnesses on the trial saw him pull 
it off"at my house ’ Not one. Which of 
the witnesses proved that he wt iit away 
in a dress different from that in which he 
entered ? Not one. On what ground, 
then, did this Chief Justice rest his asser¬ 
tion, that he pulled off' his scat let coat in 
n.^ presence t That he polled off’ any coat 
at all in my picsence, he has no authority 
for stating, but my affidavit; and was he 
to give the prosecution the benefit of my 
evidence to the fact of De Bcreiiger pulling 
off a coat in my house, and to deprive 
me of the advantage of the like evidence 
as to the colour of it, without the slightest 
proof to contradict that evidence ? 

Lord Elleuboiougli goes on to say," that 
dress was such as ought to have imme¬ 
diately excited the suspicion of lord 
Cochrane; for how could a man in mch 
disguise be supposed to have an honest 
purpose ? If the colour of the coat escaped 
observation, what did be think of the sttfr 
and medal ^ It became him, upon disco¬ 
vering these, as an ofTicer and a gentle¬ 
man, to communicate his suspicions of 
these circumstances. Did be not ask Du 
Bercnger where he bad been in thisdiess? 
It was for the jury to say whether lord 
Cochrane did not know where be had been.” 

Had the jury. Sir, not been a packed 
jury—-had any one of them felt an honest 
confidence in h s situation, would he not 
have started up in the box, and desired 
this ■* * judge to refer to bis .mi¬ 

nutes, and point dui where it bad been 
given in eviJenee, that De Bercnger was 
seen t<) wear the star and medat in my 
preseuce ? This, perhaps, would have 


staggered him, and have led him not to 
enquire, whether 1 did nqt know where 
De Bercnger had been, but to ask wlierc 
he himself was going—whetfier he was 
not travelling out of the Record—and 
whether he was so doing for * * * 
This,” continues the learned judge, 
" was not the dress of a sharp-shooter, tiut 
of a mountebank. He came b^ore lord 
CocLanefulljf blazoned m the costume qf his 
crime'' Sir, this is one of those extraur. 
dinary effusions of lord Elienburough’s 
eloquence, which no language but his own 
can do justice to. I shall thuiefore adopt 
the expression used by his lordship in 
another place, and oliserve that " it is * 

* V * * »” 

" And such a masquerade,” concludes 
loid Ellenboiough, *' should have (xtiicd 
lord Cochrane, from his duty to the public 
service, to enquhe into, and, if he « uuld 
as( ertain ii, to expose piuinptly the errand 
of De Berengtr.” 

Ihruiighout the whole of this, and in¬ 
deed every part, of the charge—a charge 
that never was surpassed by * ' * 

* ‘ * * '—it IS ob¬ 

vious, Sir, that loid Ellenboiough lose« 
sight of the evidence, and speaks cnlnely 
from his own « - * i -f 

Why did he omit to remind the jury, that 
it was in evidence that 1 was from home 
when De Berenger ailived? that he re¬ 
mained at ray house lor neaily two hours 
before I returned ? and that be had with 
him a portmanteau “ big enough to wrap 
a coat up in ?” Why did he not say that 
it was for the jury to consider whether 
the portmanteau could be tor any other 
purpose ? It could not have been to sup¬ 
ply a change of linen—the expedition of 
a single night did not require it, and clean 
linen would not have favoured the appear¬ 
ance of a sudden. arrival fiom abroad. 
Nay, (lid not lord Ellenborough know that 
De Berenger, (admitting him to he Du 
Bourg) must necessarily have had another 
coal with him—that he must have gone to 
Dover in another dress—ili.it there was no 
evidence of bis leaving Loudon, or ap¬ 
pearing on bis way tu Dover, m " the 
garb of a mountebank bedecked with stars 
and oriiameats”—that it would have been 
madness, and almost certain detection, to 
have travelled from London to Dover in 
“ such a masquerade.” Why, tben, did 
not lord Bllenburongh submit to the jury* 
that the portmanteau which, in all pro¬ 
bability, served to convey the orna¬ 
mental dress to Dover* would also serve 
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to convey the other dress back f And 
instead of * * * * asserting 

that De Berenger appeared before me 
fuVy blazoned in the costume of his crime, 
why did not the judgo submit lo the juiy, 
whether he had not* the means and suffi¬ 
cient opportunity of changing his dress 
before ] saw him ? Whether he might not 
have so changed it in the hat kney-coath> 
or even in my House before I arrived ? 
Had he any honest reason for not remind¬ 
ing the jury that De Berenger (admitting 
him to have been Du Bourg) did certaihly 
take the best and easiest means to get at 
once out of the way, by apj.Iying to go 
on hoard of my ship, » heie he had also a 
prospei I ol fuioie advantage? Why did 
not he sav ih.it it was for the jury to con¬ 
sider, wliether he might not h ive romc to 
niy hoiw witlinut any pievious arrange¬ 
ment ot mine ? .iiid wheiher, iii short, he 
rame (hen as my instrument, or for his 
own Ionveiiii lire ? Why did he suppress 
the 1 in nnisiance of niy hrotliei’s illness, 
which was in evidence? And why did he 
not ask, whet her it was not possible that 1 
iniclil havo been deceived ? whether il 
was not possible that 1 actually went home 
in ihe e\pc((,ition of meeting an officer 
wiifi inieliit:< rice of iny biothet ? Why 
did he assert tfiat my duty to tlie public 
ought to have made me expose the baud 
as boon as possible, as if it had been in 
evidenie tkut I did not; when the fact was, 
that the knowledge of the imposition hav¬ 
ing been practised by a person coming to 
my house, never reached me on board «f 
my ship ii/i the 0th of Match, and I in¬ 
stantly apptied for leave of absence, wliich 
1 obtained, even before 1 heard bom the 
Admiralty on the subject, rtiifi was well 
known to the judge, and yet he dared to 
represent me as having secieted (he fact 
of De Bereiigcr’s coming to my iioube. 
Was there any thing so strange in my 
paying money to Mr. Butt, with whom I 
had constant pecuniary iransaciioiih ? This 
* * * judge, in his » barge, made me 

answerable for Mr. Butt's application of 
bis own money, and for the possession of 
notes by De Berenger, wbich were ex¬ 
changed for notes that had before ceased 
to be mine. In short. Sir, he was * ■* 

*#♦*«»#* 

end the main object of the prosecution 
Was, ] am thoroughly convinced, my de¬ 
gradation, and especially my expulsion 
from this House. 

Before I take leave of lord Eilenborough, 
I have two or three qaettiona to at>k, which 


it behoves the friends of his lordship to 
answer. Did be take an active part in 
piomoting the prosecution? Did be visit 
lord Melville at the Admiralty, to request 
that I might be suspended from my com¬ 
mand, and detained for the purpose of 
being prosecuted ? And- did he advise the 
counsel for the protociitinn to shape the 
indictment after a parlituiar and well- 
known case ? 

1 now come. Sir, to the injustice done 
me subsequent to the trial. I did think, 
that as the witnesses, who could materially 
have contributed to piove my iniiocence 
of the charge, had not been exonnmed, 
and av I could chew that their not using 
examined originated in error, and that 
such error was not my own, that 1 bad a 
just claim to a new trial. I thought, too, 
that the circumstantes of my defence 
having been conducted jointly with that 
of another person, coiitraiy to niy express 
injunction, and of the counsel for that per¬ 
son having been compelled lo enter upon 
the detenic, when exhausted and unequal 
to the task <>i doing justice to his clients, 
and of my counsel not having had ,an op¬ 
portunity of speaking m my beh.ilf, were 
additional reasons for a revision of my 
case. It i-. notorious, that I made two ap- 
plication-, for a new trial, and that both 
were refused. My first application was 
rejected under the pretext of a rule of 
court—winch is, that no person, however 
innocent, if included with others in an in- 
diclmeiit for a conspiracy, and unjustly 
condemned, shall be allowed a re-bearing, 
unless he can catch his supposed associate*, 
and compel them to accompany him into 
coQit—a condition which,It appears is as 
iiulispensuble, as impossible to perform. 
As 1 could iteiiher see the wisdom nor 
justice of this rule of court, I pressed very 
haid to be heard in behalf of my applica¬ 
tion—but it so happened that another 
person, also convicted of aconspnacy, had 
that very morning been refused a new 
trial for a similar reason; w'hich furnished 
the court with the plausible (ireience, that 
to grant to me that which he had refused 
lo the other, would -be to tay down one 
law for the poor, and another for the rich. 
But whether his lordship has or has not 
laid down different laws for different pei- 
sons is anothei question. He sentenced 
the Askews who were convicted of a crime 
of the first magnitude, to twelve months 
imprisonment, and the pillory; and be 
passed the like sentence upon me, with 
I the additional penalty of i,QOO(« Tba 
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court murk have known, that ‘one part of 
the sentance would be worse to me Utaa 
death; and also that it was calculated to 
lead to new punishments in other places. 
It was calculated and intended to degrade 
end injure me in every possible way: it 
was iniended to deprive me of those oiarka 
of distinction of which my sovereign once 
thought me deserving; to bereave rue of 
my commission in the navy, and of my 
aeal in this House. 

On my second attempt to obtain a new 
trial, I was indeed permitted to speak; 
and 1 have reason to believe, that the 
statement whicb 1 then read convinced 
many persons in court, and has since con* 
vinced many thousands out of court, of 
my entire innocence. Of the different 
documents on which my motion for a new 
trial was founded, some were not permit¬ 
ted to be read| and others were only read 
to be rejected. Among the latter was 
my aflidavit of the 14th of June, to which, 
ns well as to the affidavits of my servants, 

1 beg to call the attention of the House : 

Sir Thomas Cochianc, commonly 
called lord Cochrane, one of the above* 
named* defendants, maketh oath and saitb, 
that the several facts and circumstanres 
stated in his affidavit, sworn on the 1 Itb 
day of March last, before Mr. Urabam, 
the magistrate, are true. And this depo¬ 
nent further saith, that in addition to the 
several facts and circumstances stated in ; 
liis said affidavit, he deposeth as follows, i 
that is to say. That he had not, directly or 
indirectly, any concern whatever in the 
formation, or any knowledge ot the 
existence, of an intention to form the plot 
charged in the indictment, or any other 
acbeme or design for aHectmg the public 
funds. That the sale of the pretended 
omnium, on the 2l8t day of Februajy,; 
was made in pursuance of orders given i 
to his bioker, at the time of the purchase 
thereof, on or about the i4th of that 
month, to sell the same whenever a profit 
of one per cent, could be rexIUed. Aod 
that those directions were given, and the 
sale thereof took place, without any know¬ 
ledge, information, hint, or suraise, on 
the part of this deponent, of any ctmeern 
or attempt whatever, to alter the price of 
the funds j and the said sale on the 2l6t, 
took place entirely without this deponent’s 
knowledge. That when this deponent re> 
turned home from Mr. King’s manufec* 
tory on the 31st of February, which he 
^<1 directly after the receipt of a note, he 
■J^ly expected to boTe net an officer from 


abraad, with imeUigeoce of bis brother, 
who had, by letter to this depotie.nt, re. 
ceiv^ on the Friday before, communi¬ 
cated bit being confined to his bed, and 
severely afflicted by a dangerous illness, 
and ^ut whom this deponent was ex¬ 
tremely anxious; but-this deponent found 
capt. De Bereoger at his house, in a grey 
great coat and a green jacket. That this 
deponent never saw the defendants Ralph 
Sandom, Alex. M'Kae, John Peter Hollo¬ 
way, and Henry Lyte, or any or either of 
them, nor ever bad any communication 
or correspondence with them, or any or 
either of them, directly or indirectly. 
That this deponent, in pursuance of di¬ 
rections fiom the Admiralty, proceeded 
to Chatham, to join his Majesty’s ship 
" The Tonnant,” to which he had been 
appointed on the atb day of February 
last. That the sKip was then lying at 
Chatham. That, previous to the 8th day 
of February, tins deponent applied to the 
Admiralty for leave of absence, which 
was refused, until this deponent bad join¬ 
ed the said ship, and had removed her 
down to Long Reach; that this deponent, 
in pursuance of those directions, removed 
the said ship from Chatham to Long 
Reach, and after that was done, (viz.) on 
Saturday, the I2lh day of the said month, 
this deponent wrote to the Admiralty to 
apply for leave ot absence fur a fortnight, 
for the purpose of lodging a specification 
for a patent, as bad been previously com¬ 
municated by this deponent to thetr lord- 
ships; that leave of absence was accord* 
ingly granted for 14 days, commencing 
on the 14th of the said month; that this 
deponent was engaged in Loudon, ex- 
pecUog the said specification till the 28th 
of the said month, when the said specifi¬ 
cation nas completed, and this deponent 
left town about one o’clock on the morn¬ 
ing of the first of March, and arrived at 
Chatham almut day light on the same 
morning: that on the 8th or Otb of the 
same month of March, this deponent re¬ 
ceived an intimation, that plaoiurds were 
posted in several of the streets, slating 
that a pretended colonel De Bourg had 
gone to this deponent’s house in Green- 
street; that at the time this deponent re¬ 
ceived this intimation, he was on board 
the said ship at Long Beach, and in con¬ 
sequence srent to Miniral Surridge, the 
port admiral at Chatham, to obtain leave 
of absence, which was granted; prev'tous 
to the receipt of the leave forwarded by 
the lord* comnhttioiters of the Adniralty* 
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tfaiis dc^oMnt arrived itt London, on the 
lOth of that month to the best of his be* 
lief; and that after bis arriral, be him* 
seif, conscious of bis own innocence, and 
fearing no consequences from a deveiope* 
ment of his own conduct, and desiring 
only to rescue his character from errone* 
ous impressions, made by misrepresenta¬ 
tions in the public prints, he, without any 
communication whatever with any other 
person, add without any assistance, on the 
impulse of the moment, prepared the be- 
foie*mpntioned affidavit, which he swore 
before Mr. Graham, the magistrate, on 
the ] 1 th ; that at the time he made such 
aflfidavit, he had not seen or heard the 
contents of the Keport published by the 
committee ot the Stock Exchange, except 
partial extracts in the newspapers that 
when the exponent understood that the 

{ irosecution wrs to be instituted against 
urn, he wrote to admiral Fleming, in 
whose seivice Laac Davis, formerly this 
deponent’s servant, then was, under cover 
to admiral Bickerton, at Portsmouth, and 
that admiral Bickertoh returned the let¬ 
ter, saying, that admiral Fleming had sail¬ 
ed fur Gibraitir; that this deponent sent 
his servants, Thomas Dewm.in, Eiiisabeth 
Rush, and Mary Turpin, on the trial of 
his indictment, to prove that an oflicer 
came to this deponent's house on the 
morning of the said 21st of Febiuary, and 
to prove the dress that he came m; but 
that the said Thomas Dewman only was 
called, and, as this deponent has been in¬ 
formed, he was nut interrogated as to the 
difss in which the said officer came to hts 
house; and this deponent further says, 
that had the said witnesses been examined 
according to the directions of this depo¬ 
nent, and who were in attendance on the 
court for that express purpose, they 
would, as he verily believes, have removed 
every uufavourabte conclusion respecting 
this deponent’s conduct, drawn from the 
supposed dress in which the said De Be- 
renger appeared before this deponent on 
the 21st of February, and on winch cir¬ 
cumstances much stress was laid m the 
charge to the joiy, the said De Berenget*8 
dress being exactly as stated in this depo¬ 
nent’s former affidavit herein before-men¬ 
tioned : and this deponent solemnly and 
positively denres, that he evet- saw the 
said De mrenger in a scarlet uniform, de¬ 
corated by medals, or other insignia; and 
he had not the least suspicion of the said 
De Bercnger being engaged in any plot 
‘Reeling the f«t^, but merely brileved 


he wtshedf for the reasons stated in depo¬ 
nent’s former affidavit, to go on board this 
deponent’* ship, with a view to obtain 
some military employment in America; 
and this deponent declined complying 
with his request to send biro on board his 
ship Without permission, or an order trom 
the lords of the Admiralty : and this de¬ 
ponent further saitb, that he was in no de* 
gree intimate with the said De Berenger; 
that he bad no personal knowledge of his 
private or public character; that he never 
asked the said De Berenger to his house, 
nor did he ever breakfast or dine with this 
deponent therein, on any occasion what¬ 
soever; and further this deponent saitb, 
that he bath been informed and venly 
believes, that the juiy who tried the said 
indictment, and the counsel for the de¬ 
fence, were so completely exhausted and 
worn out hy extreme fatigue, owing to 
the court having continued the trial with¬ 
out intermission for many hours beyond 
that time which nature is capable of sus¬ 
taining herseif without refection and re¬ 
pose, that justice could not be done to this 
deponent. Cochrane.’* 

Sworn in Court, June 14, 

1814. By the Court. 

Hiomas Dewman, servant to lord 
Cochrane, maketh oath,and saith, That be 
this deponent has lived with branches of 
lord Cochrane’s family for nearly twenty 
years; that he attended lord Cochrane last 
y ear to take letters and go on errands, and 
that he has been in the habit of going to 
Mr. King’s manufactory almost every 
day ; that this deponent was in lord 
Cochrane’s house, in Green-street, Grosve- 
nor-square, on the 21st day of February 
l''st, when an officer came in an hackney- 
coach, about ten o’clock in the morning ; 
that this deponent opened the door and* 
spoke to the officer in the coach, who 
asked if lord Cochrane was at home; 
that this deponent replied he was not, 
upon which the officer asked the deponent 
if he knew where lord Cochrane Was gone 
to, which deponent answeied, than be 
believed his lordship was gone to breakfast 
with his uncle m Cumberiand-street; 
that the officer then asked him if he could 
let him have a slip of paper, and a pen and 
ink, which this deponent said he could ; 
that this deponent then opened the coach 
door, and the offiieer came into the 
house, and weht into the parlour, whei^e 
this deponent me him a small slip of 
peper, nptm which he wrote a fhw lines 
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by nay of note, mil desired this de* 
ponent to take ilu dame to lord Cochrane 
in Ctmiberland-striet; that this lUpo- 
aent went immulnlcl} into Cumbeiland* 
stieet, hut finding that lord Cochrane was 
gone, hi returned with the note to the 
officer III Grein-stieet; that on his letuin 
the officer asked deponent it he knew 
SI here he could find him, that deponent 
then told the odicci he had been ordered 
by lord Cothiane to ioliow him to Mr 
King’s manufattorjr nith a glass globe, 
and ihoughi. it probable he might mict 
nuh his loidsiiip tbeie, and il he did not, 
be would then go to the Admiralty, where 
he understood his lordship was to go that 
day , tint me officer then took har k the 
note fiom this deponent, opened it, and 
wrotr a line or two mon. and thcnre>sealed 
It and gave it to deponent, requesting him 
to take It immedi itely to Mr King’s manu> 
iactoiy, and that if he did not meet with 
lord Cochrane there, he would take the 
note to tilt Ad niralty and if his lordship 
bad not been at the Admiralty, to leave it 
there, thtt on the ofluti s requesting 
deponent to go to Mi King’s maouticlory, 
he told the deponent that his finding loid 
Cochrane was of consequence, and there¬ 
fore begged deponent to be as expeditious 
as he could, and li necessary to take a 
coach; that thi'> deponent did not take a 
coach, but went instantly to Mi King’s 
manufactoiy, where he met lord Cochrane 
and delivered him the note, which he 
opened in deponent’s ptcscncc ; that upon 
opening the note, loid Cochrane asked 
deponent seveial times if he knew who 
the gentleman was that had written it, and 
upon depontn/siufuinnng him he did not, 
lord C ochrane made several enquiries as 
to his appearance and dress, observing 
that he could no' make out the whole qf 
the note, or who it came from, to this de¬ 
ponent answered that he was an army 
officer; upon which loid Cochrane, having 
torn the note, tliiew it down, and then 
Slid, " Very well,Thomas, I’ll go back,” 
that from loid Cochrane’s manner and ap¬ 
pearance, and the questions he put to de¬ 
ponent tn his deiiveiing the note, thu 
deponent vt rily believes that his lordship 
did out know from whom it came; and 
this deponent funlier saitb, that when the 
officer came into Green street, as above 
stated, he was diessrd m a grey great coat, 
such as (be guards w«ai, which was but* 
toned veiy close round the body up to the 
bieast, and that sudi pait of the under 
doftt as he could sec was oi a datk green 


coloui, that upon the officer’s coming out 
of the coach into lord Cochrane’s house, 
he biought with him a sword, and a small 
leather ciuthes-bag or portmanuau, which 
deponent believes might have held a 
change of clothes, that this depom nt fur- 
thir saith, that he was hired by Ins lord, 
ship at Christmas last to go into the coun- 
ti}, and relieve Richard Caitcr, his ioid- 
ship s sea-stew aid , that tins dt ponent left 
London about the 25th da^ of I ebruary, 
and Richard Cartel, the sca-stewud, tluii 
came to town for the purpose ot accompa- 
n}ing lord Cochrane to his ship 

“ Thomas Dswman.” 
bwoin in Court, Tunc.H, 

I%14 By the Cottit 

" Maiy Turpin, cook-maid to loid 
Cochrane, inakcth oath and saith, iliat she 
wuit into ins lordship’s service on the 
1 Sill day of 1 1 bruarv last, and that she 
w ts in till house on the 21st da^ of it- 
biuiry, when an officer came theic, and 
that she was m thi kitchen at tin time the 
coach drove to iht door, that she saw an 
officer alight from the coach and come 
into the bouse, that he ariivcd a little 
before nine o’clock, that this dtponiiit 
wint twice into the parloui while the 
offiici was there, and doth most positively 
swear, th t he woie a grey gnat coal, 
buttoned up, with a dark giien collai ot 
green facing undii it. lhai the officer 
had with him a dark military cap with a 
gold band round it, and also a swoid, and 
a small portmanteau Mvby 1 ckpiis ” 
Sworn m Court, June 14, 

1814, By the Court. 

"Dtanor Barnes, housekeeper to lord 
Cocbianc, maketh oath and saith. That 
she has liyed with his lordship since Ja¬ 
nuary last, and well ictnembtrs being 
told that an officer t ame to his lordship’s 
house III Green-stn ct, Grosvciior square, 
on Mondiy, the 2lst of Febiuary list; 
and this deponent further saith, tliai it the 
time the officer arrived, she was not at 
home, but thit she returned between 
eleven and twelve o’lloik That seeing 
a cap m the parloui, sho enquired of 
Maiy Tmpin whose cap it was, and 
that th« said Mary fuipin replied, that it 
belonged to an officer who was with his 
ioidship in the drawing-room, and this 
deponent further saith, that she took up 
the cap whif li was of a dark brown colour, 
with a gold band and tassel, and immedi* 
ately afterwards went to her room and did 
not see the officer. That this deponent 
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nerer «|,w captwn Bereager to her kaow* 
ledge. ]u.£AKoa JBARj|ss»" 

S^woro in Court, June 14, 
lbl4, BytheCoaOt. 

« Sarah Bust, of No. 4, Great Mary-le- 
Bone street, ih the county of Middlesex, 
spinstei, maketh oath and satth. That she 
lived a servant to ford Cochrane for nearly 
twelve mon^lis, and that she quitted bis 
service on the evening of the 21st of Fe¬ 
bruary last; that she well remembera an 
officer coming to his lordship's house In 
Green-stieet, m the moining of that day ; 
that the officci sent the man servant out; 
that the officer had a qiey great coat, 
which was hnitoncd up to the breast, and 
that the neck of bis under-coat, or such 
part ail she could see, was a dark gieen ; 
and he bad also with him a iniiitaiy cap 
“ Sarsh Bust.” 
Sworn at my Chambers, June 

I'J, Ibl k, befbtti me, S Lc Blanc. 

Here, Sir, I submit, is ample lefutation 
of the e * e aspersions c ist u|>on 
me fiom the bench. 1 ti ust that tiie house 
Will be satisfied that 1 dtd, at the tail'eu 
possible period, make a true and full di<.- 
clositre ot all that passed between me and 
De Burengeron the 21st of 1 ebtuiry, and 
that he did not appeal beiorc me m the 
costume qf Am crime ” 

Oi all tyrannies. Sir, the worst is that 
which cxtrcises its vengeance under the 
guise ot judu lai procetdings,aad especially 
if a jury make paitot the means by tvbicli 
its base put poses are ejected. The man 
who IS flung into a prison, or sent to the 
scafFuld. at the nod of an avotsed despo¬ 
tism, has at least the consolation to know, 
that Ins sufteringa bung down upon that 
despotism, the execration of mankind ; 
but be who is emiapped and entangled 
in the meshes of a ciafty and coiiupt 
system of jutispiudence; who is pursued 
impelceptibly by a law with leaden 
feet and iron jaws ; who is not put upon 
his trial till the ear of the public has 
been poisoned, and its heart steeled against 
bim, falls, at last, without being cheered 
with a hope of seeing his tyrants execrated 
even by the warmest ot his fi tends. In 
their piinciple, the ancient and settled 
laws of England are excellent; but of 
late years, so many miurious and fatal 
aheraiiqus in the law have taken place, 
that any man who yentures to meddle 
with public allairs, and to oppose persons 
in power, is sure and certain, sooner or 
later, to sufler in some way or other, 

(vuL. icxmi.) 


Sir; the panisfament which the mahea 
of my ettenues has procured to be indiotad 
on me, is not, ui my mind, worth a oim* 
meat's reflection. The judge supposed, 
apparently, that the sentence of the pil¬ 
lory would disgrace and mortify me. I 
can assure him, and 1 now solemnly assare 
this House, uiy constuuents, and my comif 
try, tbst 1 would rather stand in my own 
namoj la the pillory, every day of my 
life, under such a sentence, than 1 would 
sit upon the bench m the name and with 
the real character of ***** * 
for one single hour. 

Something has been said. Sir, in this 
lIou‘«e, as 1 have heard, about an applica¬ 
tion for a muigation of my sentence, in a 
certain quai ter, where, it is observed, that 
mercy never failed to flow; but 1 can. 
assuie the House, that an application for 
pardon, extoited from me, is o.ie of the 
things which even n pnitial ludge and a 
packed jury, have not the power to ac- 
lomplish. No, Sir; 1 will seek for, and 
1 look for, pardon no where; for, I have 
tommuud no Crime, 1 have sought for, I 
still seek ioi, and I rnnhdrntly expect 
jLsiics; not, liowevtr, at the hands of 
those by whoae matliinatiuns 1 have beefx 
btought to what they legard as my rum, 
but at the hands of my enlightened and 
Tiitoous constituents, to whose exurtions 
(he nation owes, that there is still a voice 
lo ciy out against that haughty and in¬ 
exorable tyranny,, which commands st- 
lente to ill by parasites and hypocrites. 

Lord Cocliraiie, after having read bis 
detente, addiessed the House nearly as 
follows:—Having so long occupied its 
time, 1 will not trouble the House longer, 
than to imploie it to investigate the cii- 
cumstances of niy case, i think I have 
stated enough to induce it to call for the 
minutes of the tiial: all I wi>b is an en¬ 
quiry, and had 1 not been prevented from 
attending the House iu an early stage of 
this unfortunate busuiess, and from en» 
treaUng it to make at (hat time the necps- 
saiy investigation, I should not nttw have 
been placid m tbis unhappy predicament. 
1 dad speak to sir braocis Buulett, and jto 
Mr. Cochtane Johnstone opcm the subject, 
but Ml. Johnstone said to roe, "Coch¬ 
rane, you know yon have nniformly failed 
m all your exertions in tile House, and, 
theicfoiv, I strongly advise you uot to do 
It.— If you do, 1 wash my hand*, of lUe 
conseqoencaa which your imprudwce 
may lead tp." I lament, most bitj^rly, 
that I did not pursue my own inumuon. 
P) 
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Many itMMrtant fact* y«t remaiit t* ^ 
consiiileraii, and I trust that the Hoiue 
atot ovme te a decision w4th its eyes ahttt. 
IvMIreat—l implore ioveatigation. It is 
treffi, that a sentence of a court of law has 
been pronoonced against fne<—that pii> 
»ii^ineot IS nothing, and wilt to me seem 
nothing in comparison with what it is in 
the power of this House to inBict. I have 
already snfiered much, but if after a deli> 
berate and a fair investigation, the House 
shall determine that I am guilty, then let 
me be deserted and abandoned by the 
world. 1 shall submit without repining 
to any the nsost dreadful penalty that the 
House csn assign. I solemnly declare 
before Almighty God, that 1 am ignorant 
of the whole transaction, and uniformly 1 
have heard Mr. Cochrane Johnstone deny 
it also. Into the hearts of men we cannot 
penetrate: we cannot dive into their in¬ 
most thoughts, but my heart I lay open, 
and my most secret thoughts i disclose to 
the House. 1 L^otreat the strictest scrutiny 
and a patient lieailng. I implore it at 
your hands, as an act of justice, and once 
more 1 call upon my Maker, upon Al¬ 
mighty God, to bear witness that I am 
innocent. He knows my heart, he knows 
ail its secrets, and be knows that I am in- 
itoocnt, and ignorant of the whole trans¬ 
action. 

The noble lord then Handed to the 
clerk, various letters and affidavits for the 
information of the House. 

The Speaker said, the noble lord having 
Aow concluded his defence, will please to 
withdraw. 

Lord Cochrane. 1 shall withdraw. Sir. 
1 cannot too often or too earnestly implore 
die House to enquire. Never in the his- 
ioiy of ehis country, was a case of such 
groN and cruel injustice recorded, ,1 
could submit to any punitbment, however 
aevere, after due enquiry, but I entreat the 
House to give me an opportunity of prov¬ 
ing how the bank-notes came into the 
bands of Mr. Butt, and other strong eir^ 
cumstances to which I have referred in 
the course of my defence; and 1 pledge 
sny honour, that not a doubt wilt retrain 
on the mind of a aingle member in the 
House. 

’The noble lord then withdrew, 3be 
Speaker proposed, that his lordship eboold 
be reipandea into the custody from which 
he had been brought, which, mi the mo¬ 
tion of lord Castlereagh, was ordered, and 
the necessary warrants of the Speaker 
w«e ordered to be made out accordingly. 


Lord Cuilereagk rose and eaid, that tie- 
fore the House proceeded to the queatioa 
wiMch ut hon. member was to propose, he 
could not avoid expressing hiieeMe of the 
very painful and difficult situation in which 
the House was placed. If one sentiment 
was more prevalent than another, it was 
an anxious desire to bear patiently all that 
the noble lord could otter, but the House 
would alM feel that much that had been 
offered was not given in justification of 
the individual, but in inculpation of the 
most exalted characters in the country. 
It was happy for Englishmen that by the 
form of our constitution, no character was 
so high, no authority so exalted as not to 
be amenable to the laws of the land. It 
was, however, a grrat abuse of a defence 
in parliament to make it the medium cf a 
charge to which no answer could then be 
given. His lordship said, be had once or 
twice hesitated as to the fit cuur.se to be 
pursued, but he felt how difficult it was 
ibr the llouse to draw the exact line that 
in such cases ought to be pursued. An 
indulgent and liberal interpretation was 
always to be put upon expressions used on 
occasions like the present. It was the less 
necessary to interfere during the course ot 
what the noble lord had offered, because 
he was sensible that the judgment and 
wisdom of parliament would be able to 
separate the inculpation from the justifica¬ 
tion ; but elsewhere the same prudence 
would not probably be exercised, and if 
the defence of the noble lord were to be 
circulated, it would be the publication of 
libels and calumnies against the most 
sacred characters in the nation, and 
against the system of jurisprudence, which 
had bitheito upheld itself in apite of all 
attacks; in this view the defence just 
made must be considered a wanton abuse 
of the indulgence extended by the House. 
For the sake of publie justice, and of 
the jurisprodeoce of the country, hil 
lordship felt it necessary now to observe, 
that if, on any future occasions it was 
deemed fit to interpose in point of law, 
regarding the publication of this defence, 
none of the parties accused could here¬ 
after say that a want of warning was an 
additional feature of severity in their 
cases. 

Mr. firoadfead then rose to submit his 
motion to the House. Ihe duty that he 
was called upon to discharge was, in this 
instance, extremely painful. It was im* 
possible for any imeral mind to con¬ 
template tita rilMtion of the individasl 







who bfid- ^ Hpuic^ withaot tli« ^ ii!^Qffei9j«f>iwraetHre. NeUW did lie 

detpeat regt«l tluU4be tame man who bad pr«a«ffie:b» dictate to the Home the tii«««* 
oneetroddep Um path of hon0ur«8booM sufe it oogba to odiApt: lie o«ty olferod 
ttowbe invoked mtbe labarynttu of dit« smsh a iaet^‘ a» ilia bombie judgment; 
grace. He lamentedt with ameigned »<u- soggeated, to preveiii tfaa aiaia that woold 
cerity,’tbat the jmtice which the Houae ‘otherwiiK be.attached to pirliameat. H 
owed to itself^ could not allow it to apare the Houce of Commoos 'wm of importance 
an individoah whom be wouldoot, by any to the coostatatioa, or if, tlie escluaive 
thing he could say^ attempt to sink deeper righto; it peawssed were of any vainer the 
i» disgrace. On pobHe Iroonds it was private piifiiy and political virtue of tea 
necessary to bring forward thO'subjectr, membecs were-of equal conseqoeueereisiee 
however distressing the disciusion might wtebont it both the one and the ether wo^d 
be to private feelings. He would abstain be/destroyed. Under all the circam« 
frommaking any remarks upontbe defence, stances, he did not ^iBk"^t necessary td 
however objectionable it was, leaving the trouble tbe House fortW, under the fott . 
noble lord in full possession of every ad- persuasion that in deciding, it would be 
vantage it gave him. He should'simply guided by a doe regard to justice to tbe 
confine himself to those remarks which partiee, as welt as to its own character; 
tbe case suggested, and which his jndg- He should move therefore a declaraUny 
inent prescribed, leaving it to the wisdom resolution, founded upon tbe record of 
of tbe House to determine upon the steps conviction, stating, That it appeals to 
it would pursue. He came not forward this House by. the said record, that tbs 
upon this occasion as an accuser, nor did right hon. lord Cochrane, therein called 
he presume to constitute himself a judge sir Thomas Cochrane, a member of this 
of theguilrof tbe party; but it being a House, has, upon an indictment found 
matter i«f publicity that certain propeed- against him by the name of sir Thomai 
inu;$ had taken place in a court of law, the Cochrane, late of the parish of Saint George, 
result of which was, that two members of Hanover Square, in the county oT Mid'* 
the House were involved in a charge diesex, knight of the Bath, been convicted 
ail'ecting their characters and conduct, of a conspiracy, with a wicked and frau» 
under such cncumstances he felt i' to be duient intention to thereby cheat and de<i 
his duty as a member of parliament to call fraud his Majesty’s subjects of divers larg# 
ihfe attention of the House lo the subject, sums of money, as in the said record is 
wtth a view to the maintenance of its mentioned.” 

honour and purity. He did not conceive Mr. hrovme said, be rose under greater 
it necessary to go into any detail of pre. embarrassment, than he had ever before 
cedents, thinking the principle which was experienced, to propose to the House,wttb 
established by the case of Mr. Walsh, alt humility, the course which, under tbe 
sufficient for’ his purpose. There the in* circamstances of this Case, it would in his 
dividual had been convicted of felaRy. mind be most consistent with justice that 
but the verdict was reversed by tbe judges, tbe House should pursue. The House had 
and in the debate upon the question, it heard, with all the attention which was due 
was urged, that the conviction being de- to a case of such importance, the grounds 
stroyed in a legal sense, Mr. Wateh was on which the noble lord had endeavourisd 
to be viewed as an temocentman; yet the to rescue himself from the effect of th« 
House had proceeded to expulsiou, being cunvicUon. And it had heard also the 
of opinion, that sufficient guilt was proved angle ground on which tbe bon. mem bet 
to render the individual unfit to continue a bed rmted the propemd vote of expuiimnij 
member. Such being tbe power and of the question which appeared >toiblm to 
the practice of .the House, it was to .hfi piepent itself for the decision of Idmigbt; 
consid^ed whether the record npon^^^ WtoU^iwimther the record of the Cnusvictioii 
table did not afiurd sufficient aathorfty/fiHr oft. the court below, was that document 
the House to say, that tbe memhera ten* w^clt of itself cupelled the House lo 
plicated on this occasion, were so sUgma* Cltoe totbe,vote of eacpplsion, which bad 
tized and disgraced «to hPtenwortby any been .proposed . by tfio $oii. member; on 
longer to retaite tbeir seats. It would be whether, afiernlli that lutd been nhd by the 
e«^ to descant apoA ihe.onormity. of Uie noble lord stoibis ,^fence, tbe House 
crime, but that was ns|t;Wiittiii tbo line of should be of, opinion, ttet tbe case fur- 
bis duty; nor would,it4e,ptopee to wound nidies .matter 4o make it mcombeRt on the 
HciKNud foeliffgt byrepteeiffi Heme to t^uoM befocc it coBMomeudi e 
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iBonclosi(ai. '.ftQd to satisfy ttMlf nptm. 
carefal «x)UBitietioo of the eTidenceji aiid 
by Ae force and conviction of its tbwO 
ji^derstandiflg, that the expttileion of tbe 
Qoble lord is the conclusion to which it 
ffiii ai arrive in tbe exercise of that justice 
which the House is bound to administer. , 
In the part which he had taken, unsuc¬ 
cessfully, upon a former .occasion, to induce 
tbr House to look beyond tbe verdict, and 
to found its judgment upon the evidence 
which had been taken in the cause, his 
attention had been drawn to tbe subject, 
from tbe unsuccessful attempt which bad 
been made by the noble lord to obtain a 
aew trial, in consequence of a rule of tbe 
court, which appeared to him to operate 
with extreme severity upon the noble lord. 
Ha felt it extremely bard, that the noble 
lord, though loudly complaining of the 
eflect of that verdict,should be denied that 
opportunity of bringing his case before the 
revision of a second jury, though involving 
consecpiences ..o highly important to him, 
which in a case of less importance would 
bave been afforded, witboul the interven¬ 
tion of such a rule; and perceiving that 
be bad*lost that opportunity of a rehear¬ 
ing, which be anxiously solicited, and 
which, whatever confidence may be due 
to the ability and integrity of our courts 
of justice, is nevertheless found to h? 
essential to the benevolent and to the 
rightful administration of justice, he 
felt it inconsistent with his notions of 
what was due to the importance and to 
the justice of the case to be governed 
in the part which he was to take upon 
it in this House, by a conviction, that 
there was the slightest reason to suppose, 
4oublful or questionable; and if be felt 
that anxiety at that moment, iirpm the, 
mere circumstance of the noble lord beipg 
refused an opportunity of. bringing his 
ease to a re.hearing, he felt that anxiety in 
a tenfold degree at the present moment, 
when he foand the case surrounded with 
doubts and difficulties, and pregnant with 
matter, iprhich called upon tbe House u> 
examine the case, not with a vie|v to 
lect or interfere with tbeihdgment of.lbe 
eourt below,. but .with a view to the ^g- 
^Uy and to the justicp of its owas pep^i* 
ihjgs, distinct in their nature from ^he. pro- 
ceedtpgs.of the court b<|iow,.:aad Jpadiog 
to .a separate and distinct judgment on the 
oi,.tlJia..House, and that toos* in ail 
;.|>tobability,|h8^vefy severest that, it was 
to tbe pownnnf the. House to.in^ct. The 
Very coansp which ^bate had taketo ^ 


would of itself, make it desiralde that^he 
House should be in possession of the evi^. 
nimee of the case; for though the bon. 
member, in a speech, distinguished for 
that moderation and candor, which was to 
be exirected from bis cultivated mind, has 
wisely confined himself to the conviction 
below, and has relied upon that convic¬ 
tion, as of itself sufficient to warrant the 
vote of expulsion; yet the noble lord, 
who has been heard in bis defence, .has 
necessarily and unavoidably adverted to 
the facts and circumstances of the case, 
and so materially, indeed,,as to make it 
impossible for the House to decide on the 
weight that may be due to the noble lord’s 
explanation, without being aware of the 
bearing and tendency of that evidence, 
upon which bis explanation rests. Un¬ 
less, therefore, the House meant to reject 
altogether his statement, and to pass it 
by as deserving of no notice, in opposi¬ 
tion to the conviction (and he could not 
believe, thatthey intended such a mockery 
upon their own proceedings, and such a 
wanton delusion upon the feelings of the 
noble lord, as to afford him an opportu¬ 
nity of being heard in his defence, with¬ 
out meaning to pay the slightest atten¬ 
tion, or to be influenced, in any degree, by 
what might be urgetl in his justification) 
it was impossible for the House to come 
to any satisfactory conclusion, without 
enquiring into the evidence, as commented 
upon, explained, or denied, by the noble 
lord. It was admitted, in the course of 
the discussion whidh took place upon the 
subject a few evenings* ogo, that if the 
conviction of the court below was any 
way questionable, IVooi the misdirection 
of the judge, or from the misconduct or 
partiality of either judge or jury, it was 
incumbent on tbe House to examine into 
tbe evidence of the case, with a view to 
the perfect satisfaction of their own minds, 
before .they pronounced their own separate 
judgment; gnd, indeed, the admission 
was scarcely necessary, because the power 
or the right of this enquiry, ts mberent 
in, and necessarily belonging to the jodi- 
nial functions of the House, and could not 
posaihiy be separated from it;, the ques¬ 
tion then is, has the noble lord nfged any 
thing to sbstke the effect of the conviction, 
or to induce affoubtas to hit being impli¬ 
cated to' the freudof the conspiracy ?~-If 
such fiwling prods^d^ by any 

thing that foom the noble lord, 

it 4s incnmbemt'''Onj tS»e House, if they 

woidd peqtot'iMffl lo, to ejKamiiift 
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into the cu« ap«n its own ^evidence, and | 
lo determine tor themselvc* according to 
their own conviction, whether the guilt of 
the noble lord is so apparent and aoquea- 
tiotiablr, as to make it At and just to cic~ 
pel him from this House. What, then, 
has been urged by the noble lord lo shake 
the necessary conSdence in the verdict 
below i He bad had no previons comoiu- 
nioation with the noble lord, and he was 
afraid he should but feebly advert to the 
several points relied upon in his defence, 
lie had, in the first place, in the face of 
this House, in the hearing of his consti- 
tnents, and in the presence of his God, 
solemnly proclaimed his innocence. It 
had been said, on a former occasion, by 
an hun. and learned gentleman (the Au 
torney General) to use his own terms, 
that tew persons were to be found •' cowi- 
platsant enough" to admit tlie justice of 
their own condemnation. He would not 
contend, in thn respect, with the ex¬ 
pel lence of the bon. and learned gentle¬ 
man; but, lodging from his own feelings, 
and according to his own conception oi 
the powei oi our nature, he could not be¬ 
lieve, that with the mind, the habits, and 
the feelings of such a man as loid Coch¬ 
rane, he loiii 1 persevere in protesting his 
fnnocenre, after a verdict of conviction 
liy a )ury of his country, after a sentence 
which ixposed him to the pillorj*, unless 
be wasreiidfied firm enough to bear up 
uuder the accumulated pangs of such a 
situation, by a consciousness of innocence. 
It was that consciousness alone which 
could support him in his affliction, and 
arm him with sliength enough to raise his 
voice, in the awful presence of tins House, 
to avsil himself of the last opportunity of 
protecting his honour, and proclaiming 
his inriotence. Tho protestation, there¬ 
to! e, ul tho noble lord, m the solemn man¬ 
ner in which it had been made, had 
shaken, he acknowledged, m some degree, 
the eftect of tiie verdict, and raised an ir- 
rebistihle anxiety in his mind, to look at 
the foundations of that verdict, and to be 
satisfied that that verdict was lightly 
given. He could not reconcile it to his 
duly, and to his conscience, to deal out so 
severe a measure of punishment, as that of 
expelling a member firom bis seat in that 
House, unless satisfied, by the conviction 
of his own understanding, that the member 
had committed an oflence that deserved 
that punishment. He was discharging 
the duties of a judicial character, and he 
could not depart from that which appear¬ 


ed to him t6 be the course of justice ; but 
what more had been offl^red by the noble 
lord ? The noble lord had entered into s 
minute and detailed examination of that 
part of the evidence which connected him 
with this conspiracy, and had given a sa¬ 
tisfactory explanation (at least to his own 
mind,) of those circumstanced upon which 
his connection with the case was founded. 
Was the House competent to judge of the 
effect of this explanation, without looking 
at the bearings and tendency of the evi¬ 
dence upon which the expiaoatinn rests ? 
Was the House competent, upon the mere 
transitory effect produced by a speech, to 
bear in mind all that had been said, to 
tear in pieces the connection of the noble 
lord, and to deride, without that anxious 
enquiry which is due to a case involving 
consequences so deeply important ? If 
the Houie felt itself competent to soch an 
awful purpose, in the present state of the 
subject, uninfoimed as it was, except from 
llie record of the conviction, he was bound 
to acknowledge himself not one of that 
number, and to lay in his claim to weigh 
all the circumstances deliberately in his 
mind, before he pronounced a sentence, 
in which the intciests of the public, and 
the mil rests of an individual, were so ma- 
tciialiy involved. And what more has 
the noble luid urged ?—The noble lord 
has arraigned the conduct of the judge 
who tried him—he has accused him of 
piitiality in the conduct of ibe cause, and 
of error in his charge to the jury, in his 
statement of the evidence, in a most mate¬ 
rial point He presumed not to express 
; an opinion upon the justice of this impu- 
I tation upon the conduct of the noble 
judge; the integrity and ability with 
which the noble lord conducts the duties 
of bis high situs'ion, the public has been 
long familiar with, and hi« respect for our 
courts of justice, and for the noble lord 
who presides, would prevent him from 
saying a word that could add to, or 
strengthen, the imputation thai has been 
cast upon his conduct; but the House 
cannot shut its eais to what_ has been al- 
iedged by the noble lord—it cannot pass 
it by unheeded and unnoticed. The no¬ 
ble lord over the way (lord Castlereagb) 
had injulged himself in terms of repioba- 
tion of this part of the noble lord’s de¬ 
fence, and had been pleased to term it ati 
inculpation of the noble judge, and not 
an exculpation of himself; but he would 
ask, how could'the noble lord dO other¬ 
wise than inculpate the noble jodgis, if he 
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]Mid reaaoD 4» think that the charge to ti^< 
jury .was an erroneous one, and that Mi 
general conduct was, in other respects, 
partial and unbrroonng his high situation ? 
^e inculpotion of the one was necessary 
to the exculpation of the other, or so con¬ 
nected. as to make it a necessary part of 
tlie noble lord’s defence, if he really be* 
Ikved, that he was warranted in making 
the charge against the judge; bat how 
could thellousc pass by the circumstance ? 
It was gravely alleged, that the noble 
judge had stated that to the jury, as mat¬ 
ter of evidence, which was nut to be found 
in the hody of evidence, and which, in 
fact, was not given in evidence: could the 
House be mdifTeient to such an allega¬ 
tion ? Can they pass it by, as not deserv¬ 
ing of notice, in a case like the present, 
where so much was at stake, both as re¬ 
lating to the interests of the public, and to 
the interests of an individual ? He tbought 
it impossible; but, at all events, he would 
not be governed in tbc sentence he was 
to pronounce upon the case in this House, 
by a verdict thus impeached; he felt 
himself bound to look into the case upon 
its own facts and circumstances, and to 
decide upon his own conviction : for all 
these reasons, he took the liberty of mov¬ 
ing, " That the statement made by the 
.noble lord, together with the afliilavits 
accompanying that statement, be referred 
to a select committee, with power to exa¬ 
mine witnesses, and send for papers, and 
that they do make a report thereupon to 
the House.” 

The Amendment being put. 

The Attorney Geiural rose, and entered 
upon a di6nition of the diderence between 
the present case and those on which the 
House had decided on former occasions. 
On these it had been proposed that ,the 
House itself should send for papers; but 
the foundation of the present motion was 
totally different; as it rested on a suppo¬ 
sition that the learned lord at the head of 
the court below had exceeded the forms 
of justaee, by referring to a rule which 
rendered a new tiial iriegular. Respect¬ 
ing thv justice and wisdom of thhi rule he 
ebould not stop to argue; that it was a rule 
long in the usage of the court, had just been 
admitted. But be that as it might,,that 
rule did not stand in the way of the noble 
lord; for whatever be had thought neces¬ 
sary to fUUfi to tlie court, had been heard 
to the fuUcat extent; and it was the una¬ 
nimous opinion of the judges that there was 
no occasion for further proceediaga. At 


to the point which went to itttpugn the 
character of tlie court, it was perfectly 
unnecessary for him to set about makmg 
a detence. ' But there bad been two ques¬ 
tions pieposed, on wiiicb be desired to de¬ 
liver a distinct opinion. Respecting the 
first question, concerning the record, he 
would answer, in the most perfect and 
absolute manner, that the learned lord 
never saw the indictment, or any copy or 
abstract of it, except when it was banded 
up to him to make his observations on it; 
and he would say in honour of the pro¬ 
fession, that there was no man in West- 
minslcr-hall who would suffer himsdf to 
be employed, or even approached, by a 
person who should dare to approach the 
judges on such a matter, or would suffer 
himself to be approached by them. lie 
would speak of this as a nnivei!>al pioposi- 
tion, which never had been nor ever would 
be broken. But even the verdict had been 
arraigned; and he was sorry chat this 
bold accusation had not met uith >in earliei 
answer, for hu could not sit and hear such 
a charge as had been made that day on 
the tribunals of the country, without think¬ 
ing it his duty, if there weie the hast 
foundation for It, to declaie, that the tiial 
by jury ought insunily to be abolivhtd, 
.IS a cuise and scourge on the nation, it 
had been staled in effect, that the jiuigi 
was partial and wii ked; and that the jury 
had been selected, picked, and packi d to¬ 
gether, by an oflicer dependent upon and 
lemoveable at the pieasuie of the court. 
It was, indeed, with difliiuliy that the 
House could restrain its indignation on 
bearing these foul aspersions; for it was 
evident that the judge could not by any 
possibility controul the selection of a jury. 
The hon. and learned gentleman then en¬ 
tered into a detail oi the maimer in whiih 
special juries were selected. The master 
of the crown-oifice was, in fact, always one 
of the most respectable men in tlie pro¬ 
fession : he was not appointed by political 
influence, but by bis court; aiKi he held 
hiB office during good behaviour, which 
* was the game tenure as Uiat of the chief 
justice. What would those members of 
1 the iloose who served on special juries at 
the assises say, if they were accused of 
being packed? Yet they were packed 
quite as modh as the jury which tried thu 
noble lord. The master of the crown- 
office merely turned over the leaves of the 
book which w«s given him by the sherifl'i 
I ami in the presence of the agentsof both par' 
ties, selected 48 aames. ]^b p9rty stiikes 
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tiS ofie« till tbe ntsmber is redact) to 24: 
those 24 are to appear at the trial, and no 
one knows which IS will be selected, as it 
depends solely on tbe presence or absence 
of the jurymen. It was the same in cri¬ 
minal cases. ’I'his charge had frequently 
been brought; it was eery common in 
Wilkes's time, and it was then refated in 
the same mahner as he bad now refuted it. 
The chief justice never saw' this book of 
freeholders; the master never saw it till 
the time of the trial, when the sheriff gave 
it to him: and he believed it would be 
difficnlt to shew, 'hat the sheriffs of London 
of late years had been disposed fo pack 
juries from subserviency to the crown. 
But there was this peculiarity in the pre¬ 
sent case, that it was not left to the agents 
to reduce the list, but Mr. Cochrane John¬ 
stone had himself attended when the list 
was reduced fiom is to 24. It bad hap¬ 
pened that the jury who tried the defen¬ 
dants were nearly all new men, probably 
selected on that very account: bat ifi 
which was impossible, tbe judge should 
know the disposition of any man, and 
wish to influence him, yet he had not tbe 
smallest power. The learned gentleman 
then pronounced a panegyric on juries, 
raying, that in the coarse of his long ex¬ 
perience, though he sometimes disapproved 
of a verdict, he never saw one which he 
believed to be corrupt; and as to this par¬ 
ticular jury, could a better be chosen than 
twelve respectable inercliaiits conversant 
with business and the world ? He should 
give no opinion as to the guilt or inno¬ 
cence of the noble lord, but he trusted 
he should be pardoned for rising when the 
chief tribunal of tfac country was ar¬ 
raigned. 

Mr, Brand could not agree that the mo¬ 
tion before the House had in effect been 
discussed on a former night. On that oc¬ 
casion, had there been a division, be should 
have voted with the Attorney (.ifenerai, 
, but he thought that strong grounds should 
be laid, before the House should send a 
representative back to his constituents, 
and that in fairness to tbe noble lord, and 
in justice to the case, and to the character 
of the House of Commons, a farther enquiry 
was necessary. He had always had doubts 
as to tbe privity of lord Cochrane to the 
conspiracy of which he had been convicted. 
The presumption against him had been 
I founded on the two circumstances of the 
; dress, and the impossibility of accounting 
for the banks notes exchanged for the 
I draft of the noble lord, which were found 


in the fiotteision of De Berenger. The 
noble lord had stated, that he should be 
able to prove the means by which the 
bank notes passed to De Berenger, and that 
five persons would prove that 1^ Berenger 
had appeared in bis bouse in tbe dress 
which the noble lord bad described in bi« 
affidavit. The House, he trusted, would 
not think it advisable, at a time when the 
noble lord oDTered to explain all that was 
mysterious, and had been inexplicable ia 
the affair, to come to a hasty decision. 
The country had been carried away by n 
variety of publications on the subject, and 
by that self-constituted committee of the 
Stock Exchange; and, on the other hand, 
the noble lord, from a consciousness of in¬ 
nocence, had been inattentive to a culpa¬ 
ble degree, while his prosecutors had been 
so active—indecently active, in influenc¬ 
ing the country. He hoped, therefore, 
that the committee would be appointed, 
and he thought a committee of the whole 
House would be most proper for tbe exa¬ 
mination. 

Mr. Croker rose to say a few words on 
one particular point, which had . called 
forth the surprise of the House, as well as 
some observations from an bon. gentle¬ 
man. The noble lord bad asked whether 
the Lord Chief Justice had not been in 
communication with the first lord of the Ad¬ 
miralty ?—Whether he did not even wait 
upon that nsbieman, to advise him to sus¬ 
pend him from his ship, and that bis lord¬ 
ship had advised the prosecutors how tc 
frame their case, according to a particular 
precedent i From being in the confidence 
of the noble lord at the head of the Ad¬ 
miralty, as well as from the situation he 
held, he most say, that to bis entire belief, 
no such interview had taken place ; that 
no such steps had been taken; that the re¬ 
solution for suspending the noble lord from 
his command had been discussed at an 
open board ; and that tbe noble lord, at 
the head of that board, had stated the facts 
to him which he just declared; assuring 
him that no communication whatever, 
either (lirectly or indirectly, had taken 
place between him and tbe Lord Chief 
Justice on the subject in question. Hie 
noble lord,‘who had just been before the 
House, must therefore have been totally 
misinformed when he was induced to make 
the assertion. 

Mr. Barham did not wish to be under¬ 
stood to have a community of feeling with 
the noble lord in all that he had said in 
the course of his defence, but eupposing 
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fcuo to b« innocent, it was not to bo ,ex« 
pected^ that ite should speak in cold blood 
on tjte subject. He h»fl always great 
donWs of the guilt of the noble iord ; those 
donbts had gi'ailually increased and they 
bad grown stronger within thear e w hours, 
after the explanations given by the noble 
lord* Tiic noble lord bad laboured under 
great diOiculties; for, considering the pre« 
rious aelf'urected tribunal to which he 
ms subjected, he must have had not only 
a very perfect, but a very happy imio* 
ceacc, to have escaped. 'I'be noble lord, 
too, through the pride of innocence, had 
negletiled the proper means of defence, 
impradently, certainly; for, however in¬ 
nocent, be should have taken measures to 
establish that innocence beyond doubt. 
He bad also been deprived of the advan¬ 
tage of a new trial, in which he might 
have supplied bis funner omissions. Under 
such circumstances the bon. member said, 
be conceived the noble lord might be as 
innocent as any one in the House, and, 
therefore^ he iclt it impossible to add to 
the other punishments which the noble 
lord was condemned to endure, by assent¬ 
ing to' a motion for expulsion. Such a 
motion, indeed, appeared to him inconsis¬ 
tent with a due regard to justice and huma¬ 
nity. The noble lord bad, it was to be 
recollected, sudered already most severely. 
He had been degraded in his rank and 
profession, and had been sentenced to an 
ignominious punishment. To all this, 
which might be the result of an unjust sen¬ 
tence, he could not consent to add the still 
more harsh sentence of expulsion from that 
House, at least without some previous en¬ 
quiry by the House itself. The case was, 
he felt, peculiary embarrassing from the 
nature of the verdict, and the guilt im 


miss such conduct from its recollection. 
Indeed, he had no doubt that such would 
D«,tbe case—for he never witnessed so 
much candour, moderation and tenderness 
as theefiouse had throughout mauilestcd 
towards the noble lord. That House would, 
therefore, he was satisBed, be ready to se¬ 
parate the the conduct to which be had 
alluded, ibom the facts of the case. Some 
one bad appeared to hold, that to impeach 
the charge, n as tantamount to an impeach¬ 
ment of the rectitude of the judge by 
whom that charge was made, and that, 
therefore, such impeachment should be 
decidedly discountenanced j but he was 
persuaded, that no one could tiuppose him 
inclined to cast an imputation upon any 
judge, and sure he was, that to question 
the rectitude of «i-,judgc*8 cUarjr, im¬ 
plied no imputation whatever. Indetcl, 
no such conception prevailid, for nothing 
was jnore common than an application 
for a new trial upon the special ground 
of a judge’s tuisdireclion to the jury, 
either us to case or iact. Ytt it was utver 
understood, that any judge felt htmself 
oflfended by *-ucb a motion, or that it im¬ 
plied any imputation upon his general 
rectitude' Jw himself, he could say that 
no one was inoic likely to feel a higher 
respect for the judicial character, but yet 
he could never feel that respect so f.\r as 
to believe iit the infallibility of a judge ; 
and, there fore, hecould not subscribe'© any 
such doctrine as that npoti which he bad 
animadverted. The law itself, indeed, 
supposed the infallibility of a judge by 
providing the remedy which be had stated. 
The noble lord who had made his defence 
that night, had stated one fact, which, li 
true, certainly illustiated that infallibility. 
For the noble lord bad stated, that the 


puted ; but htil), from the statement of the ! judge before whom be was tried bad, iti 
noble lord, and from a view of all the cir- j his charge to the jury, said, tliat De Be- 
cumstances of the case, he was uimdlling to ranger had presented himself to the noble 
go farther than the sentence of the court. | lord, ** blazoned in the costume ol ins 


At ail events, he should enforce the pro¬ 
priety of a farther investigation before a 
vote of expulsion should be acceded to, 
and he would recommem) that such inves- 
tigaUun should be conducted fay a com¬ 
mittee ol the whole House, 

Mr. Pansanbjf began by observing, that 


crime," although not a tittle of tvidence 
was adduced to sustain such an allegation. 
This he could not help thinkiiif^ a very ex¬ 
traordinary allegation, if the statement of 
the noble lord was true—and that the judge 
did mis-state a very material point to the 
jury, which was particularly calculated to 


if the severeM and bitterest enemy of the | mislead their judgment. It was said by the 
nnble lord 'h id bei‘n employed to injure learned Attorney General, that although 


Ws cause, such <*ni'my could uot have done 
it more Jtyury than the noble lord himself 
bad that night endeavoured to do to it; 
^^^t be truited the Houite, in considering 
tliK real ntorits of the question, would dis¬ 


a new trial was refused to the noble lord, 
he had still the advantage of an opportu¬ 
nity to state his case, end to explain hiv 
conduct. But to this assertion, he could 
not subscribe, and he hoped that he shouit! 
§ 
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not be charged with any disrespect to thfe 
court, in derlariug that be was quite una¬ 
ble to comprehend the rule which had 
been pressed against lord Cocfarane^s mo* 
tion for a pew trial. Indeed, he could not 
conceive such a rule to have any founda¬ 
tion in law, justice, or reason. He did not 
ptdsume to say that this rule was unjust, 
but that he did not comprehend the grounds 
upon which it could be justified. For in¬ 
stance, was it meant by this rule, that if a 
verdict of guilty should be pronounced 
against six persons, five of whom were 
really guilty, while one was really inno¬ 
cent, the innocent should be rcluscd a new 
trial, although perfectly able to establish 
his innocence, because the others over 
whom the innocent might have no contioui 
or iniluence, should decline to join in the 
motion ? If so, how could such a refusal 
be sustained upon any piinciple of equity, 
or law, or mason ? Wli it, n as an innocent 
peisou to suffer through any mistake or 
defi< iency of evidence, because tlie guilty, 
wilii whom he might be connected by a 
prusecuiioit, should not think proper, or 
could not he cuniroiled, to join in an ap¬ 
plication fur a new trial? He declared 
that to his mind such a rule was totally 
inroin|>rebeiisihlc; and if it were to be 
maintained, nhat was to become of the 
riighest authority, by whom it was said 
that It was belter that ninety-iiinu unjust 
persons should escape, than liiat one inno¬ 
cent person should sufler ? That no such 
rule as that to which he objected ever 
prevailed in the court of Kiiig’s-bench in 
Ireland, he was prepaicd to stale, and lie. 
understood that it was a rule w'lncli had 
been but a few yeais existing in the court 
of Kii)g\s-bencli of this eountiy. It svas 
not, indied, as be was assured, at the ut¬ 
most, twenty years old. lie hid luver 
heard of the cause which gave biitli to 
such an extraordmaiy rule, and he should 
be glad to hear upon what foundation, in 
justice or reason, it could be sustained. It 
was Slid, that the application of only one 
person convicted of a conspiracy, for a 
new trial, should not be acceded to, be¬ 
cause, upon such trial, the case of all the 
other conspirators must again also be gone 
into. But even so, he saw no objection to 
the application of the innocent; fur upon 
what ground of fairness should one man 
he piccluded from an opportunity of niaui 
fesling his innocence, because the conduct 
of others would be subjected to a second 
investigation, ana their guih thus publicly 
Tendered more glaring i Sorely the desire 
(VOL. XXVIII.) 
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to save trouble could never dispose any 
court to make a rote that tended to ope> 
rate against just and necessary invest!^* 
tion—that was too likely to make the in¬ 
nocent suffer for the guilty. The right 
hon. gentleman here took notice of lord 
Cochrane'.s explanation respecting' the 
bank-notes found in the possession of'X>e 
Berenger, and traced into his hands, ob¬ 
serving, that this explanation was calcu¬ 
lated to make a material impression in the 
noble tord^s favour, as it served to show, 
that these notes might have found their 
way into the possession of De Berengbr, 
without the noble lord's privity. This 
explanation, indeed, appeared to make a 
great diflerence in the merits of the noble 
lord's case, and therefore must, with other 
circumstances, indispose the House to 
agree to a motion of expulsion, at least 
without some further enquiry. From such 
an enquiry, he could not conceive that 
any danger could arise of an improper in¬ 
terference with the due administration of 
justice. For it was not proposed to in¬ 
terfere with the sentence of the court; 
but that House being called upon to super¬ 
add to that sentence the expulsion .of the 
noble lord, it became its duty, for the 
sake of justice and its own character, fully 
and candidly to consider the grounds of 
such an extraoidinaiy proceeding. He 
protested, thcrciure, against the idea that 
such consideration would involve any in¬ 
terference with the jurisdiction of the 
court of King’s-bench, and with a view to 
that coiisideiation, be should lecommend 
tho appointintMit of a select, niul perhaps 
a secret committee, to investigate the al¬ 
legations of the noble lord, and to lepnrt 
the evidence to the House. That such a 
coiomittce was likely to involve in its pro¬ 
ceedings any reproach upon an inteifer- 
eiire wuh the due adminibiriition of jus- 
Uce, he did not at all appreheml, and such 
an apprehension could not therefore in- 
n-icnce his judgment. As to the declara¬ 
tion of the Attorney General, that the no¬ 
ble lord was aflbrded all the aiTvaotage of 
a new trial, although his uiuiion was re¬ 
fused, be could not admit the fact; fot 
the noble lord was uotoiioiisly without the 
assistance of counsel; and unless it was 
maintaiiud, that a man unlearned in the 
law was liXely to make us much impies- 
sion as a learned counsel, the position of 
the learned gentleman was not leiiable. 
On all these grounds, the right lion, gen¬ 
tleman thought the House should agreo to 
the i^poiatmentof aconunitcee of enquiry. 


ProcftdingtJ&uiut lord Cochrane* 
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or at least adjnnrn the di<cit>isinn wUh h 
view oiore coolly to comicler the ttacrits 
of tbe'ease before it came to any decision. 
At alt eveiitc, he dciUred. that as the 
case at present appeared, he could not 
sleep upon his pillow if he voted for the 
expulsion of lord Cochrane. 

Lord Castlereagh said, that he was 
anxious thus early to state his view as to 
the course of proceeding submitted to the 
considciation of the tlouse. He was 
anxious to enter his protest against any 
dcpaiturc from the fumlainental principle 
of parliamentary practice by any assump¬ 
tion bf, or interference with, ilu* judicial 
functions. It was material for the cha¬ 
racter and future conduct of the House to 
decide what course it ought to pursue, not 
with respect to this case particularly, but 
with respect to a general principle, and m 
this decision he did not mean to prejudice 
the individual under considciation, but to 
conform to parliamentary practice. The 
motion before the House did not invoU’e 
the expulsion of the noble lord. But the 
main question for consideration, and that 
to which he wished to point the conside¬ 
ration' of the House, was. whether the 
verdict of a jury should be deemed a sulli* 
cient ground upon which (o rest a motion 
for the exclusion of a member ? Whetlxr 
a jury should be deemed a competent ju¬ 
risdiction to influence the decision of that 
House? Upon this point, he must observe, 
that if such verdict were not received as 
competent, great injustice had been done 
on many former occasions svhere members 
weie expelled on no other giounds. But 
unless the Iloase was prepared to open a 
door for the investigation and revision of 
verdicts in courts of law, he thought the. 
decision of the court in this case ought to 
be left untouched. And here he wished 
to impress upon the House, that expuls'ioii 
could not be correctly regarded as an ad¬ 
ditional punishment or ignominy upon any 
member—that such expulsion could, in 
fact, add nothing to the turpitude or ig¬ 
nominy of the gailt pronounced by arouit 
of law. Indeed, it never had been held 
that expulsion could rest upon dhy other 

f rounds, than that the member expelled 
ad not delivered himself fiom the charge 
legally charged upon him, and that,there- 
fotb, be was not a fit person to lemain in 
that Houle. This was the general prin¬ 
ciple npon which the House had bKvays 
proceeded, mid he hoped that the itmate 
sense of benevolence which induenced the 
House with redpeet to the case of the noble 


lord, would not allow it to depart from 
that principle, which departure must in- 
"iiolve it in all the mazes of litigation, with 
judicial decisions to which he had before 
adverted. If, by such departure, the pre¬ 
cedent which he deprecated were esta¬ 
blished, it was hardly possible to imagine 
to what an extent it might be abused. 
Probably every person who felt or fattcied 
a sentence severe, would be found to ap¬ 
peal to that House, and to call for its in- 
tericrcnce. .So much did be deprecate 
such a [irecedent, that he had rather sub¬ 
mit to let an individual, convicted of an ig¬ 
nominious nifence, remain in that House 
until the ordinary time should arrive for 
submitting his clegibilily to the considcra- 
tiuii of bis ronstituents, than agree to the 
institution of a new trial of Ins case by 
that House, which wuuld at once subject 
the Ilnu'ie, as an incompetent tribunal, to 
the disgrace of an inadequate investiga¬ 
tion, and subject to susjiicion the hitherto 
unsuspected ti ibunals of the country. The 
House must be sensible of its incompe- 
tency to a trial of this case, from its ina¬ 
bility to examine evidence on oath ; and 
he could not help expiessing liis wonder, 
to hear the proposition of subiiniting to a 
Secret Committee above stairs, to a sort 
of .Star Chamber, an inquisition into the 
conduct of the established tribunals of the 
country. Tins wonder was, he declared, 
materially heightened by considering the 
quai ter from which the proposition came— 
by considering the legal knowledge and 
constitutional principles which belonged 
to that right bon. gentleman. He agreed 
with the right bon. gentleman as to the 
propriety of laying out of view that lan¬ 
guage of the noble lord, which must 
be considered rather an attai-k than a de¬ 
fence. He wished, indeed, to have en¬ 
tirely obliterated fiom the memory every 
thing that could be deemed uheongeniai 
with the feelings of the House. But as to 
the phrase respecting the appearance of 
Be Bcrenger before the tipble lord ift the 
costume of his crime," it seemed rather 
extraordinary that this circumstance was 
this night brought forward for the first 
time. This alleged misdirettion of the 
judge was certainly never mentioned by 
the noble lord either upon his motion for a 
new trial, or in<hi8 affidavits when brought 
up for judgment. But his main objection 
was to the course proposed by those who 
would interfere with the regular adminis¬ 
tration of justice, and thus entangle the 
House in difficulties of which it was im¬ 
possible to see the end. 


i' 
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Mr. Stuart Wtmley a* l.ii<)Wlt'(ige(l the of those who reai^ined. It could not be 
difficulty in w ii h) il mie was |)laml i .said (hat the refusal of iht Houire to iollow 
aa tlie noble loi (1 t^ho U.ul just sat dimryitu;) tiu record of convictloii by expulsion, 
had atated, but the auswii to lb tt (Jiffictiby would not afilct * be cbiracter and ciedit 
was, that the uiain duty of the fl(j;usc was ol the (uuits bt tow. It must necessarily 
to do justice. He hiul read ail that had tend to inv<ilidate the vet diet ol the jury, 
appealed upon this subject, and the effect and tlius to confirni those scandalous and 
was. that sitoie doubts arose in bis mind as unfounded imputations thrown out in the 
to the guilt uf lord Cochrane, but fioip the course of the defence of the noble lord, on 
statement of thi) noble loid that night, he the general jurisprudence of the country, 
confessed that he entertained great doubts. He trusted that the House would not step 
Therefore, to use the words ol a right hon. out of its natural course and wbolsome 
gentleman, he could not sleep upon hU functions to give their countenance to 
pillow if he voted for the noble lord’s ex- aspersions of such a hm^. They bad no 
pulsion Without further enquiry. He had power of receiving evidence under the re« 
some difficulty with lespect to the nature ligious sanction of an oath, and conse- 
of the enquiry which ought to be instituted; quently could have no power of reversing or 
whether by a committee of the whole revising the verdict of a jury, proceeding on 
House or by a select committee; bathe such evidence. As to the idea of a select 
had no diiTu-uliy in staling that the Hou>.e committee, he conceived that it would 
ought not to come to au immediate deci- hai<dly be persisted in even by the right 
Sion—ibat some time should be taken hon. member who bad suggested it. Mr. 
coolly to consider the case before the Bankesconcluded by observing, thathedid 
House, finally decided. As to the reliance not mean to say, that a case could nut be 
wiiich the noble lord who spoke last said made out, in which it would be improper 
ought, to be placed upon the verdict of the to expel a member on account of the ver- 
juiy; he would ask, why scud for lord diet of a jury: and if there was any one 
Cochiane, or call upon him to make any who, in the present instance, thought 
defence, if that verdict was to determine there was a rational doubt of the noble 
the judgment of the House ? In fact, with lord's guilt, he ought undoubtedly to sup- 
tbe noble lord’s view of the subject, the pose him innocent, and must necessarily 
House had already gone too far, and it vote against his expulsion, 
was quite a mockery to hear lord Cochrane Mr. Whitbrend said, that however much 
at all. The bon. member concluded with the bon. member wbo spoke last, might be 
observing, that lie could notconscientiously accustomed to consult the Journals of the 
vote fur lord Cochrane’s expulsion, with- House, yet he thought he could never be 
out furtiier consideration and enquiry. so entirely blinded by precedents, or 
Mr. Banka observed, that it had been buried under the records of parliament, 
stated by an hon. gentleman, that the *aa to imagine, because in former instances 
noble loid might be as innocent as any members had been expelled the House 
person addressing them, and if so, that he who were placed in the situation of the 
ought certainly not to be expelled the noble lord, that therefore parliament were 
House. Such a decision, however, he to lay aside their own discretion and not 
would venture to say, would be,contrary to judge of every case which should be 
to all parliamentary precedent. There brought before them as a foundation for a 
was no instance whatever to be found in parliamentary proceeding on its individual 
the Journals of the House, or the practice merits. Because a person was convicted 
of parliament, in which expulsion had not of a criminal charge, were they, the mem- 
followed the producing the record of con- bers of that House, to affect so much 
victioD, as a matter of course. This con* purity, so much delicacy of character, as 
sequence followed not only in criminal- immediately to proceed to the expulsion 
cases, but ill all cases parliament reserved of that person from the House, not stopping 
to itself a discretionary power of expulsion, to enqu re into the justice pf the sentence. 
There was one view taken of the subject and even refusing to hear any proofs 
by the nol^ lord wIiQ sppke last but one, which might be brought forward after* 
which he tnought perfectly just, namely wards to establish its ipjustice It had 
that the vote of expulsion was not in the been said, that the emulsion vvh‘>rh was to 
nature of punishment, or a vindictive pro- follow the record of the conviction, was 
ceuding against the person expelled, but no additional punishment: but he would 
a vindication of the character and dignity pat it to the House, whether the bitterest 
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•f all the bitter momenu which a persiAi 
in the Mtuation of the nable Ion) most 
endare, would not, in all probability, be 
th^ in whirl! he learned the sentence of 
expulsion from his seat in that House. 
Undoubtedly, the question involved consi¬ 
derable difKculties, if the House should go 
into the enquiry. He thought, that in a 
question of privilege, a committee ut the 
whole House would be the most eligible 
mode. He had always entertained doubts 
as to the guilt of the noble lord. There 
were certainly circumstances attending 
the transaction, for which he could by no 
means satisfactorily account. Tlie speech 
of the noble lord had strengthened those 
doubts as to his guilt. And if such had 
been the effect of tliat speech on his 
mind, and on the minds of many other 
gentlemen, what must be the innate value 
of the facts contained in it, when it was 
evident that in the course of his speech the 
noble lord had gone out of his way to 
excite the feelings of the House against 
him, and to prejudge instead of advocating 
his own cause? buch was the force of 
those facts, that even an hon. member who 
had risen to call the noble lord to order, in 
one part of his defence, bad candidly 
declared, that after hearing the whole 
statement, he could not conscientiously 
vote for his expulsion. It had been de¬ 
clared, that there were several parts of 
the charge made by the judge which were 
incorrect in point of fact. Lord Cochrane 
had also given an explanation, which he 
professed himself ready to confirm by 
evidence, of some of the most mysterious 
circumstances in the transaction, aud 
which he (Mr. Whitbread) had often de¬ 
clared in conversation, ho thought most 
required explanation, such as the particular 
dress of Dc Berenger, and the bank notes 
found in his possession. After the state¬ 
ment made by the noble lord, he did now 
firmly believe the possibility of his inno¬ 
cence, and if the question were pressed to 
a division, he should vote against the 
original motion. If the House were not to 
exercise their discretion in a case of this 
hind, but merely to look at the record of 
the conviction, it would be better to pro¬ 
nounce the sentence of expulsion at once, 
without the mockery of a defence. He 
thought it possible that the noble lord 
might have been entrapped into an 
apparent participation m a crime of 
which he was innocent, and circumstances 
which the noble lord had, in an agony 
•f feeling, meotioned with respect to the 


conduct of a near relation of his who 
bad absconded, seemed to warrant such a 
sUpposiliun. He here alluded to Mr. 
Cochrane Johnstone's advice to lord 
Cochiaae, not to come down to the House 
with any statement on the subject previous 
to the trial. As a juror, if he had a doubt 
on his mind, be must acquit; and cntci- 
taiiiing that doubt, if pressed to vote that 
night, he must say ” Not guilty." 

Mr. Bailturst alluded to the language 
held by lord Cochrane with respect to the 
conduct of tha learned loid before whom he 
had been tried in terms of the strongest cen¬ 
sure. To appoint a ennimittee, would, he 
said, be worse than useless; nay, it was ut¬ 
terly and wholly impossible an enquiry of 
the natore recommended to them could take 
place. The noble lord, in the statutiient, 
which had been deliberately prepared, 
had urged nothing vrhiili might not be 
urged by any person convicted of a serious 
ofience. The noble lord had published 
his innocence : so had his ielation who 
had absconded. Many iiiilividuaU, whose 
guilt was proved beyond the shadow of a 
doubt, had gone out of l be world protesting 
their innocence. The noble lord might 
have a motive, for asserting that which 
was not true. His motive loi making his 
statement was to hold hiniscli op in the 
eyes of his c'onstitucnts. It an enquiry was 
made into the case of loid Cochrane, one 
must also be instituted with lespect to Mr. 
Cochrane Johnstone, lor they could not 
take upon themselves in thi> way to do 
justice to one, without making the same 
attempt in favour ol the other. The noble 
lord had said, that a systematic plan bad 
been foiined, by his political opponents, to 
efiect hi.sexpulsion an^ ruin. He might have 
learnt from his friend and relation, whose 
advice had been quoted, and who had told 
him what he said was never attended to, 
that he was not of such importance in the 
House as to make any party care for 
his absence or his presence. If the noble 
lord had not called forward those witnesses 
on his trial which were necessary for his 
defence, be had no one to blame but him¬ 
self. He bad since been able to shew no 
grounds on which a new trial ought to be 
granted. The sentence in/lictcd on him 
was disgraceful, but not more so tbbn was 
necessary to punish the crime of wluch be 
had been convicted. He couW sm ho 
reason for interfering with the decision of 
the court, and was of opinion, that tin-- 
noble lord ought no longer to continue a 
member of tint Botue* 
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Sir Francis Burdett condemned the tone 
of asperity rvitii which the right hon. 
gentleman had expressed himself, and the 
absence of all that generous feeling, in 
commenting upon the defence of the noble 
lord, which had been observed during the 
discussion, till the speech of the right hon. 
gentleman. Not only, indeed, had that 
right hon. gentleman been deficient in 
candour, but he had grossly mis-stated the 
facts of the noble lord’s defence. The 
noble lord had said, that the judge, in his 
charge to the jury, bad stated cirenm- 
stances which bad not been given in evi¬ 
dence. Now there were matters which 
seemed to prove that the case was so. 
Lord Ellenborough had supplied evidence 
to the jury, and had he ueen upon that 
jury, and heard from the judge presiding, 
that Dc llerenger had gone to lord Coch¬ 
rane’s, blazoned in the costume of bis 
crime, with the medallion stars, &c. he 
must confess, notwithstanding what might 
liave been Ins high opinion of that noble 
lord, he should have concluded, that he 
could not have been oiV his guard, could 
nut have been without suspicion, and that 
such a fart was conclusive against him : at 
all events, it was a fact which he thought 
well worth ahceriaitiiiig by that House, 
whether lord Elienboruiigh had so charged 
the jury, because upon that charge, he 
believed, the conviction of lord Cochrane 
bad mainly depended; and if what the 
noble lord had stated lesprcilng it was 
true, tin'll he had been unjustly convicted. 
Another gross mis-statement of the right 
hon. gentleman was with regard to the 
rule in court. It bad been asked by the 
right hon. gentleman, why lord Cochrane 
had abandoned his legal advisers r He did 
not abandon them, he consulted with 
them; but they were of opinion they 
could not inlermre with so good a grace 
as the noble lord, who was not bound by 
the same technicalities. Another part of 
the right hon. gentleman’s speech, related 
to the conduct of Mr. Cochrane Johnstone, 
who, he said, had also protested his inno¬ 
cence in that House, and was therefore 
entitled to claim the same re-hearing as the 
noble lord, as he stood on the same tooting. 
But here again the tact was otherwise. Mr. 
Cochrane Johnstone had not appeared in 
that Rouse since his conviction; while on 
the other band, lord Cochrane had not fled 
from the penalties of the law, which indeed 
fiu laughed at, anxious only to redeem 
his character, laird Cochrane had seized 
the first moment to entreat a hearing, and 


hiving obtained it, bad declared on hie 
honour that he was innocent; and luch 
a declaration from a man of a professien, 
the life and soul of which was honour and 
glory, ought to have weight. 'Phis conduct 
on the part of the noble lord had made a 
powerful impression upon hia mind, which 
n would require a strong concatenation ef 
evidence to remove. He did not mean to 
impute any blame to the jury, because 
under all thq circumstances, and with that 
charge which was delivered to them, he 
believed they acted an honourable, impar¬ 
tial, and just part. He should be surprised, 
however, if that jury, now that new things 
had transpired, and new lights were thrown 
upon the question, did not feel anxious to 
amend their own verdict, and re*consider 
the case. The only difficulty he felt in 
considering the present question was, be¬ 
cause lord Cochrane appeared to be so 
slightly connected with the transaction. 
It was not as if lord Cochrane had been 
found in the company of notorious sharpers 
and swindlers. If, indeed, he was at all 
involved in it, he bad been so through a 
near relation, upon whose guilt or inno¬ 
cence he did not mean to pronounce, but 
from whose inlluenee it certainty appeared 
lord Cochrane itad acted. In expressing 
his reprobation of the conduct of the 
judge, be might, perhaps, incur the same 
censure as his noble friend—for so he would 
call him, because he verily believed that 
he was perfectly innocent—but he should 
be the basest, the meanest, the vilest of 
beings, if he remained bilcnt upon a sen¬ 
tence, from which the gallant and eminent 
services of that noble lord ought to have 
protected him. even if he had been guilty. 
(Hear, hear!} and the House would de¬ 
ceive ilu mselyes, if they thought that no 
feeling of disgust was excited in the public 
mind by that sentence. Theie was not a 
single person w iili whom hr had conversed 
(except the noble lord himself; who did 
not consider it as cruel and unjust, beyond 
all former precedent. Lord Cochrane was 
the only one indiflerent to ti as a punish¬ 
ment. In a conversation which he bad 
held with him in the King’s-benefa, bis, 
noble friend said he did nut complain of 
the sentence; if he were guilty, be de¬ 
served it all and more; but what he moat 
felt was the stain upon his character, and 
he had almost lost his power of existing 
under such a dreadful load of shame. Such 
were the feelings of the noble lord upon 
the occasion. It was the first tim«,'indeed, 
that the wfHsnce bad been considerad as 
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nmountingfin the scale of crimes, to a Craqd. 
In the eve of the law, it was considered 
as a ilNTOeroeaDour only; and in former 
and better times, six months imprisonment 
were considered as a very heavy punish- 
ment fur a misdemeanoar. But here we 
had a laigc line, a long imprisonment, and 
a pnnislinient which, he contended, was 
unfit to be applied to a naval ofiicer of 
eminent services, holding that high rank 
in the country which lord Cochrane did. 
There was no equality of puiiishincnt in 
such a sentence. No one would pretend 
to say, that in reference to the individual 
who bad petitioned the Uuuse on that day 
(M'Bae), and whose Petition seemed to 
contain matter important to the present 
question, and loid Cochrane, that the pu¬ 
nishment of the pillory w'ouid be equal 
upon bolh of them. The pilloiy was 
never intended in this country as a punish¬ 
ment tor persons 111 loid Cochrane’s sta¬ 
tion. Yet, in addition to all this, the 
noble lord opposite had loid them, that, to 
expel fold Cochrane liom that House, was 
to be considered as no additional punish¬ 
ment. It was merely a iiroceeding of 
course, following upon the record of con¬ 
viction, no matter what circuiiistntices 
might attach to that conviction. Thete 
might be corruption in a judge—tlicre 
might be perjury in a juryman—but still, 
according to the doctiine held that even¬ 
ing, they were to allow an innocent man 
to perish, provided he had once been con¬ 
victed, under whatever circumstances! 
It was thus an hon. member on the floor 
(Mr. Bankes) had argued; but then he 
soon forgot liimself, and admitted that it 
might be prope r to go into enquiry, when 
a proper case could be made out. Now, 
if ever there was a case which called upon 
the feelings, the character, and the justice 
of that House, the present surely was one 
of them. A great deal had been very 
eloquently said by the learned Attorney 
Heneral, in behalf of special juries. He 
(sir P. Burdeti) happened to know some¬ 
thing of the mode in which those juries 
were got together. He bad been present 
at what was called the striking of a special 
jury, '■ when 1 happened, said the hon. 
baronet, to be engaged in a great law 
question with you, Sir.” The boii. baronet 
then went into an examination of some 
parts of the evidence, and contended, that 
It was preposterous to oppose, to the de¬ 
claration of lord Cochrane, the evidence 
of such nien as Ciane, the tiackney coach¬ 
man, and the post-boy tihillmg, with re- 


prd to the colour of the coat worn by De 
Berenger; and concluded by observing, 
upon me improbability of a man like lord 
Cochrane, whose whole life bad beep de¬ 
voted to the pui suit of gloiy, and whose 
conduct had been hiiheito tree fiom re- 
proach or stain, becoming all at once a 
swindler ami a cheat. He therefore hoped 
the Huose would at least consent to pause 
before it decided, though for his part he 
saw no reason for rciusing to appoint a 
select committee. 

Mr. (Vtftm thought it would be more 
consonant to the praciire of parliament, 
and to the piinciples which had uiiiturinly 
guided tiiein, to hear evidence at their 
own bar, in older to come to a fit decision. 
In cases white a divorce was applied for, 
parliament did not considci the verdict oi 
a juiy, giving damages, as a pii of of the 
adnltety, but requited evidence to he pio- 
duted, ami upon that evidence, grounded 
its proceedings. If the House refused to 
concur in the motion of expulsion, ic 
would then become indispensably neies- 
sary to bring in a Bill to leveise the (udg- 
nient of the cnuit. He had no objictioii, 
however, to a motion foi delay, not be¬ 
cause he had any doubts hiinselt, but out 
of defeiencc to those who did entcitain 
doubts. 

Colonel Vyse considered the expulsion 
of the noble lord to be the necessary con¬ 
sequence of the sentence passed against 
him in the court of Kiiig’s-bench. 

'I'he SoltcUor General opposed the mo¬ 
tion for a committee, and defended the 
proceedings which had taken place against 
the noble lord. The hon. baronet bad 
mentioned the forgery of the paper called 
I’Eciair, and had asserted, that that of 
which the noble lord had been convicted, 
had now, tor the first time, been made a 
Clime. What! was it now for the fitst 
time made a crime by tbe law of England 
for persons to conspne, to cheat, and to 
defiaud ? He denied the truth of this as¬ 
sertion. It had always been a crime, and 
it^was a crime which bad long been pu¬ 
nished by pillory. He thought the con¬ 
nection that was established between lord 
Cochrane and the rest of tbe coiwpirators 
quite sufficient to justify tbe Block Ex¬ 
change committee in proceeding against 
the noble lord, thongb it might happen be 
was jess implicated in the transaction than 
the others. Mach bad bew swd about 
the rule of court; but in point of fact, the 
noble lord bad been allowed the privilege, 
when called up for judgment, of spying 
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all that h6 coold bare urged in moving 
for a new trial. 

Lord Archibald Hmiltm rose in justice 
to one whom he thought an injured indi* 
Tidual, as to whom he would not dis> 
charge his doty by giving a silent vote. 
He could not, indeed, consider the noble 
lord as being exactly in the same situa¬ 
tion as before bis convietion, but still 
there remained on his mind such a doubt 
as to the guilt of the aOble lord, that he 
felt he should not do his duty, if he did 
not vote for further enquiry. The sen¬ 
tence of pillory, too, he conceived to be 
harsh beyond all precedent, exciting, as 
it had done, universal reprobation. 

Mr. Wilbeiforce thought it could not 
but be painlul for any man to deliver bis 
sentiments on snch an occasion as the 
present. That House had declared itself 
unfitted to tlic dischaige of judicial func¬ 
tions, by divesting thenibelves of all right 
to try them in election cases, and dele¬ 
gating their powers to a committee. If, 
then, they were not fitted to discharge 
tlieir judicial functions, were they driven 
to do 80 because our courts «f justice were 
weak on the oue hand, or corrupt on the 
other ? On the contrary, our judicial ^ys• 
tem was the grand fabric of human wis¬ 
dom in this happy land—the peculiar 
system of all others—the greatest among 
the great—the fairest among llie fair. 
This being so, he felt it to be his duly to 
yield to the sentence of the judge and 
jury. He should doubt bis own judgment 
if opposed to It. He was sorry to add to 
the'pain of a brave man, whose heart was 
already tortured ; but he must say, ‘ No- 
lumus leges Anglim mulari.* 

Mr. Wrottetlty declared, that one or 
two particulars in the statement of the no¬ 
ble ioid had made an impression on his 
mind, which rendered it impossible tor 
him to give a silent vote on this question. 
He was aware that the appointing a com¬ 
mittee would be an inconvenient mode of 
proceeding; but he thought the justice of 
the case might be got at by an adjouiiu- 
ment of the debate, which would attbrd 
time for tarther consideration. He un¬ 
derstood that the whole trial was about to 
be printed by authority. This was, in bis 
opinion, a good reason for postponing a 
decision on the subject, in order to ascer¬ 
tain (a thing wtiich sometimes occurred 
with tlse best inteutions) whether the 
learned judge, on summing up the evi¬ 
dence to the jury, might not have omitted 
tome circumstance material to the case ? 


He n^uld .therefore move, as an amend¬ 
ment, that the debate be adjourned until 
that day se'nnight. 

Lord Ctutlertafh, however painful it 
vvBs to him to press the immediate deci¬ 
sion of the House, thought that it would 
betray a morbid sensibility to accede to 
the proposition for adjour':aiont; and thus 
to allow loose doubts to rebut the strong 
presumption of the case, and to do a great 
injustice to the venerable persons who sat 
with the Ixird Chief Justice on the court 
of King’s-beticb, as well as that learned 
person himself. 

Mr. Lockhart was for die immediate de¬ 
cision. 

Mr. IV. Smith warmly urged the ad¬ 
journment. 

The gallery was then cleared. Mr; 
Browne withdrew his motion for a com¬ 
mittee, and the House divided on the 
question of adjournment: Yeas 74,—Noes 
142. The first, or declaratory Resolution 
was agreed to without a division. The 
House again divided on the Resolution for 
expelling lord Cochrane: For the Expul¬ 
sion 140,—Against it 44, 
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Allan, (;. 
rtiaud, IJuii. r 
Llcmnct, Hon. H. 
Biydgcs, Sir E. 
Barium, J. 

Biirdc ll, Sir F. 
BiirrcU, Hon I’.' 
Biittenvortli, .los. 
Brown, D. 
Challuncr, U. 
Ehrington, \’isc. 
riood. Sn F. 

(rrauf, ( ll. ben. 
Grant, .T.P. * 

GusUell, It. 

Hughe-, \V. 
Lauthloii, J. 

JJo\d, [1. 

llontgomcry, .sir fl. 
AliJni’b, H. 


Mildmay, Sir If. 
Afuoit, K 
Alarliu, .1 
Nugent, Lord. 
Newman, Kl. 

(l.ssulston, Lord. 
I’ower, U. 

l’ousouhy,Ilt llun.G, 
Rit-sell, laird W. 
Rickard-, lit. 
Raiwlih’, Iwd. 
Ra-hlcigh, lu. 
Ui(l!ey,'su ji. 

Sinitl'i, W. 

Sinijison, G. 
TiiMstock, Marcf ol. 
Whilhu *(1, S. 

M iJluuu , Mr R. 

O'-Inn, G. 

W ortli'i, s. 

11 n ’ Bs. 

Jaird A ilaiuillon. 

A Urowuc. 


Maddoiks, Wm. 
Maginiiis, H. 


A new writ was then ordered for West 
raitibter. 


Hxpu’-siox OF Mr. Cocuraxc Jonx- 
STONE.] The tollowing Resolutions were 
then agreed to »io«, con. 1, « Thai it ap¬ 
pears to this House, by the said Record, 
that the hon. Andrew Cochrane John¬ 
stone, a member of this House, has, upon 
an indictment found against him by the 
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uainie of Andrew Cochrane Jonstonift, late 
of the parish of Saint Mary-le-Bone, in 
the county of Middlesex, esq., been con* 
victed of a conspiracy, with a wicked and 
fraudulent intention to thereby cheat and 
defraud bis Majesty’s subjects of divers 
large sums of money, as in the said Record 
is Qieiitioned. 2. That the said hnn. An* 
drew Cochrane be expelled this House,” 

Letter rnosi the Princess oe W.xes 
TO Mr, Speaker.] The Speaker ac¬ 
quainted the House, that, since the meet¬ 
ing of the House this day, he had reerired 
a letter from her royal highness the Prin¬ 
cess of Wales; and the said T,ctter was 
thereupon, by direction of the House, 
read by the Speaker, as follows: 

•'The Piincess of Wales desires Mr. 
Speaker will acquaint the House of Com¬ 
mons, that she has received fiom viscount 
Castlereagh the copy of a Resolution, 
voted yesterday in a committee of the 
whole House, enabling his Majesty to 
grant, out oi the consolidated fund ot 
Great Britain, the annual sum of 50,0001, 
for her maintenance; and the Piincess of 
Wales desires Mr. Speaker will exp. css to 
the House oi Commons, her sincere 
thanks for this extiaurdinary and unsoli¬ 
cited mark of its munificence. 

"The Piincess of Wales, at the same 
time, desires Mr, Speaker will inform the 
House of her deep regret, that the bur¬ 
thens of the people should be at ail in¬ 
creased, on account of the circumstances 
in winch she has been placed, and that 
she cannot consent to any addition to 
those burthens, beyond what her actual 
situation may appear to re({uire: that she, 
therefore, hopes the House will re-consi- 
der its Resolution, for the purpose of li¬ 
miting the income now proposed to,be 
settled upon the Princess of Wale.s, to the 
annual sum of 33,000/., which will be 
quite solBcitint, and will be accepted with 
the liveliest gratitude, as an unequivocal 
proof, that the Princess of Wales has se¬ 
cured the good opinion and protection 
the House of Commons.” 

Cunnaiiglit House, July 
5th, 1814. 

Mr. Whitbread observed, that, in conse¬ 
quence of this liberal proposition of her 
Royal Highness, some alteration must of 
i:our8e talu place in the Bill which it was 
intended to introduce. 

Lord Cnttkreagh assented to this remark, 
and the report of the committee for grant¬ 


ing the additional allowance to her Royal 
Highness, was ordered to be brought op 
on Friday. 

Prince Recent’s Mes^xot respecting 
Lord CoMDERMBUB,] Tin- Chnnccllor of 
the Exchequer presented tiic folloviing 
Message from the Prince Regent: 

" The Pi ince Regent, acting in the name, 
and on the behalf of his Majesty, taking 
into his consideration the distinguished 
services performed hy lieutenani-m neril 
Stapleton lord Combermere, in the course 
of the war in Portugal and Sjiain, and 
being desirous of bestowing on the said 
lord Combermere a signal maik of his i.i- 
vour, and for this purpose to give and 
grant onto (he said lieutenant-general lord 
Combermere, and the two next succeed¬ 
ing heirs male of his body, to whom the 
title of baron Combermere shall descend 
a net annuity of two thousand pounds, ic- 
commends it to his Majesty’s faithful 
Commons, to consider of a proper method 
of enabling his Majesty to grant the same, 
and of extending, securing, and settling 
such annuity upon the said lieutenant- 
general lord Comberniere, and the two 
next succeeding heirs male of his body, 
to whom the title of baron Combcrmcic 
shall descend, in such manner as shall he 
thought most effectual for the benefit ol 
the said lord Combermere and his family, 
“ Gloiioe. 1\ if.” 

Ordered to be referred to a committee 
of the whole House. 

Priwcb Regent’s Message respectinc 
Loru Exmouth,] The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer presented the fallowing Mes¬ 
sage from the Prince Regent; 

" The Prince Regent, acting in the name 
and on the behalf of his Majesty, taking 
into his consideration the distinguished 
services performed by vice admiral Ed* 
ward lord Exmoutb in the coarse of the 
late war, and being desirous of bestowing 
upon the said lord Exmoutb a signal mark 
of,his favour, and for this purpose to give 
ai^ grant unto the said vice-admiral icrd 
Exmoutb, and the heirs male of bis body, 
to whom the title of baron Exmouth, of 
Canonteign* in the county of Devon, shall 
descend, a net annuity of 2,000L, recom¬ 
mends it to his Majesty’s faithful Commons 
to consider of a proper method of enabling 
his Majesty lo grant the same, and of ex¬ 
tending, securing, and settling .such an¬ 
nuity upon the said vice-admiral lord Ex- 
moutb« and the h^irs of hhf body# to wliotn 
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(Jm title of bpfon Exmouth, of Canon* 
tijgii, in the cuuoty oi Devon, sbiill de< 
sc^'ixl, in • uch miniter '•lull he tlniuglit 
roos' effi-i iial lor tli*- Ix'ntfit of the baid 
lord luk.utouth and his familr. 

« (il OttOV, P. iJ.” 

HOIJSK OF LORDS. 

Wednesday, July U. 

PrTmoN or the Qumvfr, RLsrErTiNC 
THCiSLWii I'itADh ) The duke of (alou* 
ft'lei |»*-espnled a IVlilion from a number 
of the bociely ol'FiicncU, commonly tailed 
(ioakets, re-idi ni in ’he raetropoll!* and iis 
nciphboiiiliood, a.'ainct the Luiitinuation ui 
the iSuve Tiatle. 

The Lord (luncJlor railed the .I'N'iition j 
of the Hon*< to (muni'll'in(•> ton- 
iiecied »»ih Ihi* I’diiion. Whv.’i the !*«•- 
til ion «a, lir^t pn s< nitd, ii wa* addi* '■'•ed 
“ I'd the pei-rs m {Miiiamen’ -n (.lubleU '* 
how, then iord*l)ip-' kn« i\ tli i that was 
not tiie|ii»p{| (Ic ipiiaiion ol ’hit Hon .e, 
the learned and itviiind ! i in ii ’ .ig 
lords, hut not peeis. Tlie Ptl,fii)ii w i , in 
consi'ijueui e, Ijki n b'rk, iiid ihe .id<luss 
uuiv sum!, “ I'u the lo'’(|s iii pail •unnil 
Oi>srni*>l( d.” The usu<il deal ;ii<>li'>n of i 
that House IS ,s '‘the lonN spiniutl and' 
trtnpoiiii, III parliann nt asst i ih’td.'’ It j 


petitioners was too well known to render 
It necesuiary for him to impress it on their 
lordships. It had at \arioo3 times oh- 
I tained for them legislatite indulgencies, 
to which no otiirr memhcis of the com¬ 
munity weie entitled; and he was pei- 
suaded that nothing could be iorther from 
then intention than to do any thing dero¬ 
gatory from the Uignity of their louUbips. 
They nad suhs’UuUd lor the word "peeiV* 
which oiiginally stood m the Petition, the 
word “ Ionia,” a term which the noble and 
leaincd luid on the woolsack had declared, 
seemtd to him sufficiently compithensivc. 
He tiusud, therefore, that then i’etmoa 
vould be rt'ceited. ' 

The/trd 6'/in»rc/tor again explained the 
ciiruntstatn cs attendant on the original 
prcscmalioii, and on the sub'sequent with¬ 
drawing (>i tne Petition, foi the purpose of 
making ihi^ alteration whuh had been in- 
trodreed m the addiess. He reprated hiR 
opinion, til'I the general word “ louls” 
toiiijirt bended the two species., *' spiritual 
ami ictnpnial.” The fact esas, th it many 
acts of paliainonl had parsed in wli'ch that 
House w IS simply destiihid as “ the 
lor js,” and even in the commissions, by 
winch the rot<d assent wasgiviuto any 
legiohitne nnamre'-, ihiy weie so disig- 
nated. Tti.it the tcim “ lords,” thciefoie. 


lU the gem TliI teim ' hu.)-.,” the p'M- nas sufficunt, wastvidcni, Itwasquis- 
tioneis ititeudi'i to iiuiuib the pHiinuiar tioiiahle, however, nhcilier the fietitioneis 
di'Si ri(> ion, thin ioiifsliips wuind mo- meant it In loniev that sense in which 
bat)|y (■nisKi. i dje Petition as .uimissilne, alone it could be listi tied to hy tin ir lord- 
Lord .f'lAii puncsit <1 igniisi any inno- sliijis; nantely, as meaning “the lords, 
valiori on tliO'i esi blislnil fo ns, by an spiiiiual and tcuipoial.” 
altiniion to winch, the lespittdm to all Karl .S/ankojir,expressed hn suiprise that 
the tneoibi IS of tha; Hons, w.is best in.tiii- any h'astlalion had taken place with re¬ 


tained. Ill was pcisiidded that no dl^le• I .siiert to the reception of the I’ctuion As 


ivpc't to the episcopal part of the House | to the last ubsirvatii.n madr by the noble 
wa* iiiU'iidcd by the illusliious picsi iitcr and jearned loiii onthe wtiuisaik, hewould 
of the Petition, (ban wbum, on the ton i say, tii?i he drd ii u know wh.tt the “ spi- 
tiaiy, he knew time was no one more iituai” lonls might bt able to do, but he 
disposed to pay the leverend bench nil , was snre that tht “ temporal” lords had 


the deference that was due to them ; but ' not the powci to dive into men's bie’ists, 
coni eivhig that the pititjoners ought to | and ascertain tin u intuntums. Tneir lord- 
comply wjih the est.il)iished us ige, and to ‘nips were bound to take wotds hi their 


give to that House its ftropii designation, 
he fe<t it his duly to oppose the reception 
of Lite Petition. 

The IJuko of (ilou'eaer returned his 
thanks to the nolile bami*, for having done 
! him so much justice with ie..pecl to the 
seiiiiments which be ciitcitamed towards 
that part of the House, which the noble 
baiun (criomnusly, 111 his opinion) thought 
wnilii nut be treated with due defcreiuc, 
if tin Petition were lece.vtvl in its present 
form. The genet al good chftracler of the 
( VOL. XXVill.) 


ordinary acceptation, and it nas evident 
that the word ” lords” alone, .suffinootly 
described ilieii lotdslups’ 1 louse. 

Lnid Jinkine hoped their lordships 
w’ould n it extend hi niality too tar to¬ 
wards pci sons to vs'iom great indulgence 
had bein shewn by the legislature, even 
tn oaths and the administration oi just'^e. 
"I’liey wetc a meek race of Chrisii .ns, and 
they enteitamed religious scrup'is as to 
ilieir 'ise *.i titles. He «hon!d voio for the 
rccfplioa of this Petition, though there 
(2R) • 
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wa^ 00 man more anxiooi than himself to 
suppoit the dignity of the House of Lords. 

iMT^iJ^lenliorou^h thought that prece* 
dent, and the indulgence ever shewn to 
this particular sect of Christians, should 
induce the [loose to receive this Petition. 

Lord Rfdesdule was also of opinion, that, 
tinder ail the circumstances, the Petition 
ought to be received. 

The Eail of Lauderdale c^niended, that 
if any disrespect was to be attributed to the 
use of the word “ lords,” it might as well 
be argued that it was meant to exclude 
the temporal, and not tlie spiiitii.il Lords. 

Lord Holland referred to acts of patlia* 
ment, and then lordships’ standing orders, 
where the word " lords” inchidcd both 
lords spiritual and temporal. The noble 
and learned lord on the woolsack bad 
spoken oi the motive, but they were called 
upon to judge of ihe words only ; and 
though he roiild not speak so certainly of 
the spiritual lords, yet he was confident no 
temporal lord possessed the art or power 
of diving into me breasts of mankind, and 
finding out their motives. 

'I’he Archbishopot Careteritiryconsideied 
the question as that of a muttei of loim 
only ; and if their lordships wcie of opi¬ 
nion that the address, though not tiJb usual 
one, was one which might be received, 
lie did thitfk, where a petition proret ded 
from so large and respectable a, body of 
people, then j’etition ought to be received, 
and not rejeeled. 

Lin’d Anlen was not inclined to persist 
in bis objc'ctioii but sliU he thought the 
House ought not to forget those forms in 
which they had been accustomed to be 
addressed. 

The I'etitioi was then oidered to lie on 
the table. 

I. 

Punishment or Treason Bill.] The 
House having resolved itself into a com¬ 
mittee on the Punishment ofl'reason Bill, 
several amendinenis were suggested by the 
Loid CbaiKeltor and lord Ellenboroogh 
with respect to the terms in which the 
proposed change in the punishment should 
be described, so as to prevent any legal 
misapprehensions. It was understood that 
the debate on this and the Corruption of 
Blood Bill, which passed through a similar 
committee, should take place on the re¬ 
ception of the Ueports on Monday. 

Lords BxMOUTn sndCombkrmebe.] On 
the motion of the eail of Liverpool, the 
Prince Regent^ Messages respecting lord 
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Exmouth and lord Combermere, were 
ordered to be taken into consideration. 
The noble earl moved an Address to bis 
Royal Highness, assuring him that that 
House would coidially concur in the mea¬ 
sures necessary to carry his Royal Iligb- 
ness’s most gracious recommendation into 
effect. 

The Eail of Galloway lamented that an 
interesting occurrence elsewhere bad pre¬ 
vented his attendance yesterday evening, 
when the thanks of parliament were voted 
to the army and navy for their services 
during the war; a<« it would have aflurded 
him heartfelt satisfaction to have joined in 
the vote; but he took the present occasion 
to express hts sasisfaclion at the con¬ 
duct of govemiuent, and especially at 
the desire manifested by the cuin- 
I mander in chief and the fiist lord of the 
Admiralty, to reward the exertions ol 
all the oflicers of the two sei vices. With 
respect to the navy, he was aware ol th' 
silent but not less eir».cl'ial improvemenis 
that were inlioducmg under the nnspire* 
of his noble friend at the head of that de¬ 
partment; and he only had to express hi^ 
stnceie hope tli tf he would exUnii his in¬ 
tended lewards to that most valuable class 
of men the wan ant and petty ollicer*; 
and thereby diminish, as much as pos’tiblc 
the cflect of Aineriran seduction—the 
only evil tint could be contemplated as a 
source ol prrjudice to the ialuie pios- 
perity of the navy. The Addiess was 
then'caiiicd fi»». dm. The earl oi Liver¬ 
pool, in moving an Address in answer to 
his Royal Highness’s Message respecting 
lord Coinbermeie, entered into an expla¬ 
nation similar to that given by the Chan¬ 
cellor of the ]',xcbcquer m the House ot 
Commons. The Address was carried 
nem. dus. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
tVedaesday,July 0. 

Alien Act.] Mr. Bathurst moved, 
that the Act 42 Geo 3, c. 02, for esta¬ 
blishing regulations respecting Aliens ar¬ 
riving in this kingdom, or resident therein, 
in certain cases, might be read. The same 
being read accordingly, the right bon. 
gentleman moved, That leave be given to 
bring in a Bill to repeal the said Act, and 
for substituting other provisions in lieu 
thereof. 

Mr. Whitbread was rather astonished io 
bear that an act affording such room for 
oppresHoo wd injasiice, was about to be 



C13J 


Paiiioa rapec^ the Colton Trade. 


Jolt Of 181 S. 


.[614 


renewed in a time of peace. He cer¬ 
tainly expected, after the charges which 
had been brought forward against the pro¬ 
ceedings under the Alien Act, that an en¬ 
quiry into those proceedings would have 
taken place before any proposal was sub¬ 
mitted for a renewal of it. He had to 
complain of so long a time having been 
sudeied to elapse, without giving any 
notice of the renewal. 'J'lie ({uarter ses¬ 
sions would next week draw a number of 
members to the country; he hoped there¬ 
fore the hon. member would not move the 
second reading of his Bill in their absence. 

The Bill was then brought in, read a 
fust time, and ordered tu be read a second 
time on Friday se’nnigfat. 

PKIITION FROM MANrHESTFlt RESPECT- 
ing THi' Cotton Trade.] Mr, Black- 
biiriie presented a Petition from the mer¬ 
chants, manufacturers, spinners, and others 
interesied in the Cotton Trade of the 
town and neighbourhood ot Manchester, 
setting ioiih, 

“ That, sinre the happy re-establish¬ 
ment «f place in Kurope, the nations on 
the rontiiieiit, rivals in the cotton manu¬ 
facture to (>redt Biiiain, can obtain their 
supply ot the law matrriul ol coiton wool 
with equal taciiuy as the British, and 
duty tiee ; and that the cotton grown in 
all the West India islands heiucforth to 
veinaui uiidn die sovereiftn<v ol Creat 
Hritaui, and nearly the whole that has 
hitherto been impoited trom the hast 
Indies, 13 very smalt iii quantity, and very 
inferior in q’tuliiy, to Mu' growth of the i 
states and colonies of foreign i>atinns; 
and tliat, by an Ail of in Geo. 3, c. iiH, a 
duty was imposed upon cuttoii wool equal 
to 2d per pound wught, ii impoited in 
Biitish built ships, and Sd. per pound 
weight if imputted in foreign-built ships; 
and that no duly is paid if such wool is 
bonded, and exportetl from this country in 
its raw state; and that the operation of 
this law has already been severely felt, 
being equal to 30 per cent, upon the 
whole arerage labour of cotton spinning, 
and as much upon a large part of the ma- 
nufariures of piece gootls, and has given 
an undue preference to the rival manu¬ 
factures of linen, and to the importation of 
hast India piece gootls, to be te-exported 
for the supply of foreign markets, in ar de¬ 
gree highly prejudicial to the interest of 
the petitioners; and that, during the last 
five or SIX years of the war, the spinning 
and finished manafactnre of cotton has 


been increased and improved in an esetra- 
ordinary manner abroad, in consequence 
of the adoption of the continental system 
by the principal nations of Europe, to 
exclude British commerce : and that the 
machinery and skill at present used in the 
cotton manufacture abroad are but little 
inferior to the Bi itisti, ainl labour there is 
universally at a far luwer rate than in the 
United Kingdom ; and that, under such 
circumstances, and knowing that many of 
the principal cotton raanuUciures of the 
United Kingdom are opposed bv those of 
the contnieut in the principal maikcts o|^ 
Europe, any doty on the raw material iin* 
posed on the British mauolhetoTe, Iroin 
which the foreign is exempt, acts as a 
bounty, and gives an undue advantage to 
the continental rivals of the petitioners, 
particularly on the common kinds of 
goods, of which the bulk ol the exportation 
ioimeily rotusisteU; and that the contino- 
aiire ol such, or any duty, must be bigbly 
injurious to the petitioners, and lessen the 
employ of the very great propmtion of 
the population of these lealms dependent on 
the cotton trade, and tn the end be detri¬ 
mental to the revenue, by den easing the 
cunsiimptiuii of exciseable articles; and 
praying the House to take their c.ise into 
immediate consideration, and afiord them 
relief whilst it can come seisonably, and 
hi fore the foreign maindai tores obtain too 
firm possession of the Euroi*ean markets.'* 

On the motion that the Petition be laid 
on the table, 

Mr. Jiarihg said, this was one of the 
most important subjects that could come 
under the attenimn of parliament. The 
question was, whether those dunes which 
wore l.iid on during the w.ir, and one part 
ol them before the war, were to be con- 
tiniifd on the return of peace ? B these 
duties were to be continued nuriiig peace, 
the right hon, genllenian optiosiie would 
probably inform the House of bis idea of 
the means which oni manufacturers would 
then have of meeting their iivtls in thp 
markets of the continent. Being nwnre of 
the importance of this subject, be had 
taken pains to enquire into the slate of thu 
manufactures of the continent; and from 
what he had been able to learn, it wa> his 
opinion, if this duty were continued, that 
the cotton manufactuTers of this country 
were in very considerable danger of being 
soon driven out of the contiiieniai market. 
During the war, the commerce of the world 
had in a great degree centered in this 
country. This was a sort of seourity to 
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ilie inaodfacturer, and eiiabtpd the country 
to draw a consfderable revenue from raw 
cotton. He n isiied to ieain trow the right 
hoti. geinieinan, whether he thought there 
wai any thing peculiar in the present state 
of things, by which those persons in Man¬ 
chester, who weie paying a duty ot one- 
fii'di of the value ot the manulacturing 
material, could, in ordinary times in this 
couniry, where living was twice as dear 
as on the continent, and taxes wen so high, 
be enabled to Keep up a conipelinon with 
the inanuiacturers ut other iiatimis with 
any degree ol success? There w'as no 
doubt that, from capital and other circum¬ 
stances, we bad long been able to undersell 
foreign nianulaiturers, notwithstanding 
their advantages in other respects; but 
there was little doubt that in tiint the per¬ 
sons of (bis country pussesw'd of manu¬ 
facturing rapitals would (migrate to other 
countries, wheie they could be settled 
moie advantageously. 

The C’imcdU.r of fhf Exchequer said, the 
5th of .luly next year v\ is it'o period to 
which the present duticsw. le limited, a.id 
be saw no re.isou why a duly wbid. pro¬ 
duced so great a revenue should he re¬ 
pealed belore that time. The House were 
aware of the present blockade of America, 
which prevented ilie nations of the con¬ 
tinent from obtaining an adequate supjily 
ffoni the United Slates; and in obtaining 
a supply from the Biazils, we had at pre¬ 
sent veiy superior advantages. He saw 
nothing, therefoic, in a shite of peace at 
which our manufaetun rs had any rau^e to 
be alarmed. With lespict to thi piopliery 
of em graiioii of m-mifaetuids, it had 
been reptated yeai alici jeai, lot the last 
bundrcil and twenty years, 

Mr. t'mlay expected to have heard some 
reasons from the Chancellur of tiie Ex¬ 
chequer, why the raw matt rial of the 
cotton uiaiiutacturer should be subjected 
to taxation any uioreihan the raw mstenai 
of other manufaetun rs. The impo-nion 
of such A tax was ronrrary to every i< 
ceived opinion on the subject of manufac¬ 
turing prosperity. This manufactuie tiad 
R^wn up lo an oxlctit unparalleled in the 
Aistury <d the world, without oiii being m 
the cnjovmuit id'anv advantage with re¬ 
spect to the raw niaienal; and in spite of 
the tax we bad he»Mi tii'dilul to maintain 
our superifliity, pnm ipiUv owing to the 
agitated state ol tlie n.,i of iiurope , but 
■with the coolinuauce of this tax during 
peace, we should not be long able to suppoit 
tlie couipetittofl. 
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Mr. J. 1 . tiraiUfiot ihesame reason that 
be lately wiahtd to pi event the corn trade 
of this country bom being subjetted to 
negative disadvaiilagi, now emtended 
against the uiipohcy of subjecting the 
H manufacturer ol cotton to )>usitive dis. 
advantage. It was no doubt true, that 
there were many (ircuinstances whirl) 
enabled a lirh rouniiy to sustain a com¬ 
petition IV III) a poorer connliy possessed 
ol the a(>) .tniage of rluapiiess oi Idboot 
and prov'siutis; but this was the fiist time, 
he bell ved, that it was tiied to add *o the 
disodvaotagi s ot the nr her couiuiy, a 
bcav\ tax on (he raw iiiati nal. 

Ml. Ph'lips vaid, the right hen. gen- 
tlemin well Knew, that rontrary to expec¬ 
tation, peate had ii<>i btoughi any levan- 
tag< s lu our muiiuf.M'UKrs, Hiiit >ltat the 
manulacturers of this coontiv weie ai 
pi< s( lit ill a coiiMOt ralile degn c of alaim. 
ill- had slated the pendla; ad\.iiitagts thi> 
coonliy (iijoyrd in Ihi' ininonalion oi 
Colton, 'fills was ihe fust nine that he 
h.ul heard the war well -Vmei r.i stated*' 
an adv-nitago to ihe maniil'Ciuii s of this 
cr-iiiurv. .''I vnal genileiiien wht* had 
oxanmud mlo the st.iie of the mamd ic* 
tores ol hiaiue and t'lher coun lu s on the 
continent, wcie. suipiisid at thr p'ogno 
which they had made In I'raiiit the 
lower SO’ U of yam wr r<'siic‘C«sstHlly utunu- 
facturtd: aiidwh n one* ih’ nuisei sotts 
of yioii writ’ fsUibiiatU'd, iho step to UK, 
finer soils w s lasy 

Aftei a few winds fiom Mr. F ihes. 
Mr. fuwiHi, sir Cl.ail s Hutleii, and Mi. 
Ahleriiiaii A(K ns,the Petitiou was oidered 
to lie on the table. 

lillSKS VOTFI* ro THU Ns\Y, AuMV, 
and hovvi, Mauims.*) Lord ijMhftuiii. 
in ]>iir liHtice td his noli'e, rose torn.vL 
III) 'ihaiiks of the House to the vuiioii 
bi'oehts of the public service oi the 
counti). When tlie circiuiistan< es wilder 
whnli hostilities had beeneonduticd, wuh 
a very short interv.il during twenty yeais, 
and the great exertions this nation had 
been called upon to in ike, and had made, 
were considered, he felt assured that theic 
never was a peritHi when parliament would 
r-xpress Its giatitudti with more heartfelt 
buiis<»ction. Thiough dangers, external 
and internal, ttc had been carried with 
unixainpled success. In noticing the 
Van HJb departments of (he public service, 
it would be obvious to all, that if our navy, 
during the last few years, had not accom¬ 
plished such mighty achievements as bo' 
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fo'e adorned its history, this deficiency 
ivas to bo attributed, not to any relaxation 
of its efibrts, nr diiuinotion of its zeal, but 
to the pre-eminent success by which it had 
foriucTly attended. In truth, recently, 
Jittle o> tiothint; had been left for our navy 
to peri. nil. Altiiough no such splendid 
victories as those ot the Nile or Ttafalgar 
had occurred, the flouse would led that 
its thunks were equally (laimed for ser< 
vice.s that exnted less notice, but were 
scarcely ol less importance. The blockade 
of the enemy’* polls was a source of diffi¬ 
culty and (Iniiger, and by llie’vijiilancc oi 
our shipping, iht trade of Great Britain 
had been can led on with little less nitei- 
ruptioii than uicniTtd int»ne->o) piofound 
tranqnillitt. Our anny hud, ot late years, 
run a biight caieei, which in lapidtiy or 
glory had IK ver been exceevled. It bad 
now ii'.'umed a new and exalt'd station 
among tlie warlike powers of iiurope, and 
it was a pioud itflertioii ioi the ll')u<e to 
recollect, that ail it *-ik biesemenis were 
taiainly to be atiiibutid ti the ■^up} ort 
given III paili.timullothe gallant ell nts of 
OKI mil ta'\ t'lices. By the Tre ity con- 
iludsd ai ('ii^'irnoiit, singnl >r as it iniehl 
t>ei •'!>, tilt coiiMigoiii Gicat Biiiain was tv> 
Inriien lo'lie continetilal wai, h 3> equal 
to that III Untsia, Aii'-tua. or Piiissin, 
^'jO.OOO men, besnbs wliii h, site .vas to 
piovidc a subsidy ol live millions Cal> 
iuluting 'hat eadi tniilion would piovide 
70.()U0 int n, ilii (lumber ol troops that.she, 
on ill's s( ,li, migti! b( e tiinaied to liave 
inthefi* Id, wjsal''ovi- 4'.i6,'i00. Sjileiidid 
as titd IK «n the ai'li’cvtiiK ii's ofoiiraiiny, 
the i.oble'^t tiiuuipli -tiid the pioudest vie- 
toiv w s'o \( >newn, intlu lace of the 
Koild, tl ai 'liise migliiy txf itionshad not 
bee n iiiacle upon ai.y selfish or monopoliz¬ 
ing sy'lein, but lor the purpose of pro* 
tee ling and le-e-stablisjing the general 
liberties oi Muiope. Dining the last com* 
paign in Spam, roitngal, Italy, and the 
Low Countries, the aciua* Biitish force ui 
the field cxcecdt d 00 , 0(10 men. Such a 
Itiity situation as tiiesc ffiorts had gamed 
os, must drawdiiwn the admiration and 
veneration of surrounding nation” upon 
ourselves, upon our armies, and upon that 
ilinstiious individual who had taught our 
soldiers the art ol war on so grand a scale, 
and had led them to the fruits of their per¬ 
severance and diiictpliiie, victory and glory. 
The next diviflon ot the service that 
claimed the grftUlude of parliament was 
the regular which had made itie 

most extensiriii idcrifices ; from the milijlia 


[618 

chiefly those troops were drawn that had • 
libeiuted the coniinent, and durnig.the 
last seven y.ears it had supplied no laea 
than ifK},<KX>(aeii: so^aiallooi triumphs 
might, in some degiee, be traced to this 
source. To the local miiitia the country 
were also much indebted ; it had merited 
and obtained the lavour and coafKience of 
the people, and was now to be deemed an 
essential part of our m<litaiy system. 
Under their pioieclion, the inhabitani.s of 
the country Ult thcm-elves peii’ectly 
•iecute,and bylhur activity and regulaiity, 
goveiimient had bt'ni (‘iiaoled to render 
more extensively useiul other portions,of 
tiie scMice —The volunteers, who had so 
ri ndily sieppcii iorward in defence of their 
country, had LUeiy been, by the aiteied 
circomstaiice". of the country, greatly re¬ 
duced ill nttnibtii*, but those that had 
retired as ihealiuiger had withdrawn, were 
still ready to step torwaril on any occasion 
when tht\ were iiqmrrd: no man couldi 
lock back a few years and not do lustic#* 
b> declaring, how much wc weie inch bled 
to the votimieer* ot the einjiire for »he 
happy situitK'i) m which it now stood. 
Tiny had ever been prepaied with the 
u’most alnriity to take upon themselves 
the duties of the mienor, to relieve those 
who might be reqiiii(-d for othei dr»tcs. 
His loriislnp eon,j,iaiulan d the llouhe, in 
conclusion upon uie pi liect Mate m w Inch 
ciil our mill ary and naval cstabbslmients 
weie now luond. Invtead of lasciiude, 
the «onseqii*‘ii» e ot pioiricted exeruons, 
nothing hm a< iiviiv and i m rgy , encieas- 
ing wnh our difficulties, was v,i,iblc In ihc 
b'St moment of the struggle ; nei'h'T ibo 
country, nor it*? resources, bad bet n lor a 
inoiiK nt < \liausi d, noi had even t biiath- 
iiig t ime bet it it qoin d at tlie lioitesi p< 1 lod 
ot ilie Contest. UmJtsmaved and unwea¬ 
ried. we had t>uisu"l one destgo, and that 
desiguweiiadgliiiioii-ly accompiishtd. He 
had, tlieiefiiie, to congt.uulale ih. House, 
not only on (he teuuinaiion oi the war, 
but on the stabiixy and firmness given to 
every* departiiunt ol the seivire, by which 
(he cliararler oi tlie cuuntiy had been 
exalted, and its glory si. und. He moved, 
tlieieloie, “ That thcThnnksof this IJocise 
be given to the officers oi the Navy,Aimy, 
anil Royal Alai lilts, including tin tionps 
employed in the service of the Bast India 
Company, for the meiitorious and emi¬ 
nent services whuh they have rendered to 
their King and country during the course 
of the war.” 

While the question was reading from 



610] HOUSE OF COMMONS, Thanks vottA to iU Kary, Amy, ise. [620 


Ube cbatr,Wd Ca<nlcr'cagb interrupted the 
Speaker, by obsei ring, that he had omitted 
to notice the service of the royal marines; 
bot their exertions spoke better for them- 
selves than any language be could em> 
ploy.—The motion w.iR then put. 

Ml. liurmff rose for the puipoae of sup* 
plj mg what he conceived to he an omii- 
sjon—he meant a vote of *1 hanks to his 
royal highness the Conimandt'r in Chief. 
Tins proposal would come hotn ium with 
the better grace as a disintirested tiibute 
of just applause, because on every urcasion 
when the conduct of the duke of Y«ik 
had come Utloie the House, particularly 
on his rc-appointment, he bad given it 
his disappiohation, and by his yote had 
recorded his opinion. Ho submitted, how* 
ever, that at the close ol an eventful war, 
during which the services of bis royal 
liighiitss had been so eminently useful, it 
was not iinBt that a motion like that which 
he had suggested should be adopted. He 
was not Cupablo of t nit ring into the sub¬ 
ject, but no one who had witnessed the 
progress of our army, would refuse to ac¬ 
knowledge that it was mainly indebted 
ior its discipline and consequent success 
to the duke of Yuik. Since the investi¬ 
gation which had taken place in the House, 
the impartiality- with which rewards and 
promotions were distributed, wa^ exem* 
plary. 

Sir Henry Mmigomay fully acquiesced 
in the propriety of noticing bis royal 
highness the command* r in chief, lU'a 
paiticular manner; and suggested also 
the propriety of making specific mention 
of the troojis of the Eist India Company. 

Lord Ctatlereagh felt that the aimy of 
India was equally entitled to the gratitude 
of the couiitr}, but be submitted that 
Thanks generally to the army would in¬ 
clude the troops employed by the Last 
India Company. He said that no man 
was more ready than himself to allow the 
merits of the commandei in chief to their 
fullest extent; and if the House desired it, 
he should fi^el no objection to mention the 
name of that illustrious individual, in the 
vote of Thanks to the army. 

^ Mr. Cakruft thought the eminent ser¬ 
vices of the commander in chief ought not 
to be overlooked. 

Sir O. Bwiell bore testimony to the 
merits of the duko of York, and to the 
consequent improvement ol the aimy. 

Mr. Ifynit expressed his opinion, that the 
Thanks to the array generally, it con¬ 
veyed to the troops in India, would be 
euificient. 


The Auotmy General noticed the exer¬ 
tions of the duko of York in favour of the 
widows and orphans of deceased officers 
and soldiers. 

Mr. Forbes paid a due compliment to 
the merits ot the Indian aimy, and ob¬ 
served, that the officers in tlie Company’s 
.service held king’s commissions, and 
would thus be necessarily included in the 
vote. 

The motion was carriid, nem. con. as 
was the following: That tins House 
doth highly approve and ai knowledge 
the services'of the petty and non-commis- 
sioned officers and men employed in the 
navy, army, and royal matims,during the 
course of tHo war; and that the same be 
communicated to them by the com¬ 
manders of the several ships and corps, 
who are respectively dcMied to thank 
those under iheir command loi thci ex- 
vmplaiy and gallant bebavioui.” And it 
was ordered, “That Mr Speaktr do sig¬ 
nify the said Resolutions, l>y It tier, to the 
commissioiieis for executing tin* ofliic of 
lord high ailniiidl, and to Ins iityal high¬ 
ness the J)uke of Voik, captain geiieial 
and cumniaoder lu clncf of Ins Majesty’s 

fOI CCS.” 

It was next move d, “ That in addressing 
his royal highness the duke ol Yoik, Mr. 
Speaker do parlicni.'tily expicss the high 
sense which this House cniiitainsof his 
royal liighniss's unremitting, and eilec- 
tuai excilions fur the iiupruvement of the 
British army.” 

Mr. Hestern expresstd donhis as to the 
propriety of adopting the Thanks to tlie 
commander in chief which had been 
moved. He was disposed logo the full 
length ot the euloginm which had been 
passed on his royal highness, but it was a 
difllrent thing to express that gratitude 
by a vote; for that vote would seem to 
convey a censure on the other heads of 
departments, who were entitled to the 
gratitude of the House, lie had reluctantly 
offered these suggestions, as be thought 
the pi 0 position was the result of a hasty 
thought, and not of deliberate judgment, 
as many members had left tlie House, not 
knowing that such a proposition was to 
have been made. 

Mr. IVyan concurred in the motion, al¬ 
though he should not have given any sup¬ 
port to it, if he had conceived that it 
would have formed a precedent which the 
House should necessarily Jall^ on ano- 
tlmr occasion- The lea^ of time was 
one of the grounda of tke prepoaition; 
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for, excepting two years of retirement, Paliamentaiiy Giiaxt to Portuo41.3 
bis royal highnus had commanded daring Lord Castfereagh presented a report of 
the whole of the late war. It had been the commissioners for distributing the s«m 
suggested at the end of the last war, * of money voted by the House to the Por- 
when the exertions of the Admiralty had tuguese suHerers, Whose country had been 
been so signal, to thank that board, but laid waste either by the enemy, or in order 
it was found that there had been three to render Portugal untenable by that 
heads to that department—lord Chatham, enemy in 1810. This rote was 100, OCX)/, 
lord Spencer, and lord Si. Vincent. There and had been augmented by private libe- 
wfts no feeling more universal than that rality. The degree of relief which bad 
of gratitude to the duke of York, and he been aiforded to that country was astonish* 
concurred in it with the greatest pleasure, iug. The cattle had been replaced by im- 
although he had concurred in the opinions portation ; implements of busbandary, and 
of his hon. friend (Mr. Baring) on the seed corn had been distributed over the 
subject of the former discussion rerpect- country; instead of leaving a large tract 
ing the conduct of his royal higliness. It to desolation, cultivation was to a great 
might be proper, however, to insert some degree restored. 

word to prevent the resolution from con- Mr. Lushington expressed a wish that 
veyiiigany imputation on the Admiralty, the Report should be printed. 

i.orci (.'ast/ereog/i suggesti (I the insertion Mr. JVarre confiimed the statement of 
of the word long” in the. vote before the noble lord, and bore testimony to the 
the word “ unremitting.” This was ar- disin'erested conduct of the persons who 
ceded to, and the vote standing, was car- had been appointed to distribute the grant, 
ried unanimously; the foiiovi'ing rcsolu- who had declined repayment of their ex- 
tions were then agreed in,ne»i. com. •' That pences. 

the Thanks of this House bo given to the Mr. Wi/nn remarked, that the grant in 
olVicers oi the &cvcr.tl corps oi militia question, and its application, must have 
which have been oinhodied in Great Bri> had an admirable effect in strengthening 
tain and Iteland during the course of the the lie which binds usto our most ancient 
war, for the seasonable, and meritoiious and faithful ally. Such an union existed 
sei vices which they have lendored to iheir between our troops and those of Poitugal, 
King and eooiitiy.—^That this House doth that when Uie British troops separated 
highly approve and acknowledge the ser- from them they broke their ranks, to dis- 
viees of tlie non-ooinmissit.ned ofticers play their attachment to these their com- 
and men of the several corps of militia, panions ht the glorious works which they 
which have been endioclied in Great had achieved. 
llrit.un and Ireland during the course of T'be papers were laid on the table, 
the war; and that the same be commu¬ 
nicated to them by the colonels or com- AxNtiiTiFs to Loans CoMnaaMEKS and 
manding oflicers ot the several c(>rps, who Exmoutr.) The House went into a com¬ 
are desired to thank thtni for their raeii- mittee on the Message respecting lord 
turious conduct.—That the 'I'hanks of this Cbmbermore. 

House be given to the nthcers of the se- The. Cltanallor of tfie Exchequer said, 
veral corps of local miliiia and of yco- that the object was to propose a grant to 
manry and volunteer cavalry and infantry this gallant officer, similar to those which 
which have been iurmed in Great Britain had been given to the other general offi- 
or Ireland during the course of the war, cers commanding in Spam. This noble- 
fur the seasonable and eminent services man had been absent when the other Mes- 
which they have rendered to their King sages were brought down, and it had been 
and country. Thai this House doth highly thought that his paternal estate would have 
approve and acknowledge the services of rendeied parliamentary interference un- 
the non-commissioned officers and men of necessary. The noble lord had, in a 
the several corps of local militia, and of manly and candid way, shewn to the earl 
yeomanry and volunteer cavalry and in* of Liverpool, that hia family estate had 
fantry, which have been formed in Great been incumbered by the expences of Kis 
Britain and Irel.md during the course of ancestors, but that when those inciim- 
vhe war; and that the same be commu- hranccs were removed, it would be saffi- 
incAtPo to them hy the colonels and other cientto maintain the rank to which he had 
commanding officers of the several corps, been elevated in due .splendour. The 
who ar«> demretl to thank them for their omissioa had arisen tntiiely from inad- 
meritoi tous coudoc t, *■ 
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vertence. Hti i^honki pn)|JO'»e a grant to 
hficd Comber nere, ««tntl‘»r wtiich 

bad be«n maiic to the oth<r gaiUnt jfeno- 
ralg, with this difiiint*-*? •hat it would 
OUW be gnnted for tliire IiVts 

« was thoi ie«olvpd, that an annuity of 
2,000/. nr , bt granted to Jord (’oiiibei* 
mere, and the two next persn >s on « horn 
the title Of lord Combermcrt should dr • 
volvt. 

The motion was agreed to, as was a 
linidar grant to iotd Kk ooutli. 

The Chanr«.lloi of the Ivdiequcr, tn 
mot ing the gfant to lord LmiioiuI), reca 
pitnlatcd the gieat servicrsoi ihis gallant 
officer through the tv hole of the two las 
wars, espociaiiy >n the romnnod of tin 
Mcdttrii mean fled Mi. I) Ciddj and 
Mr. Eoibcs tKo bore testnnooy to the 
mtnisoi loid L'cmoutb. 

Ways avd Mi ans ] The House bav 
ing r4<.olvtd lUelf into a commuter of 
Ways and Means, 

The Ch'ihcJlor o) the Exclw^ner, in pro¬ 
posing the annual vote ot Hit. war taxes, 
baid, lie had th sil»sfacturi to ml iimthi 
House, thSt then had bieiiin tht piesent 
\ear a consideiable inriease The lol- 
lowing was the compaiative stitcmeiif oi 
tlk product of the dilferent taxes, for llitf 
yearsending m Tuly I8l9 and 18H:—- 
The customs, in the fust sear, amounted 
to y,18y000/; m the l.i,t, <i,6t0.0f'0/ 
The excise, in tbc fiiisi yeir 2^,0 0,000/. 
In the second, 21,HO,000/ The stamp 
duties had lucue-td fn in 5,lo),000/. to 
h,t7V>00/ 'Iht, pi i.iity tax, from 
ll.OOaOOOl «o Il-.soo.ooo/. The land 
tax, notwulistuiding tin piogiesi, of the 
icdeniption, was, m the fiist year, 
1,162,000/ in th*. second year, l.tOb OOOl 
The Po!»t Dfliic had iiicicased fiom 
1,*17 s 000/ to 1,I0'I,000/ The isscs.ed» 
taxes, bom 6,022,000/. to 0,1.70 000/. 
The tot xl amount ot il ili h revenue 
had incitased fiom 5S,0 7,000/. to 
69,968,OOOl. being an inircaie of more 
thin four millions. t)l tlitst, wai taxes 
had arisen (i oiu 21 ,529,0001 to 21,707,000/. 
The light hon. genlleniui cotulmibd by 
moving, that 2(\i00,000/. war taxis be 
conotiuid to his Majesty, foi the service 
of the cm I cut \eir 

Mr. Bartn^s\ul that tltt nicroast ui the 
piopeity tax must have atisen fmm in 
creaseii vigilanci m the collection, though 
tlie rxcisOj Jiad incu v mI (lom our en- ! 
creasid wealth. Thou.,h tin pusent state 
of the revenue was must saiidagtory, yet a 
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general l-evfston of tlie duties would be 
netessaij, m pm, for the encouiageiaent, 
and nipattfoi the‘prevention ot sniug> 
trhltg. He wished to know whether the 
Chancellor of thi Excheijuei had any in¬ 
tention to biiliit forward a genual view of 
the state of the flnamek in ilie pies<nt 
session ; 'vbitb he thought would be ad- 
tisaoli, though iiutbiiig conclusive could 
now b. done. 

The Chenrucellot c/ the f iihequer said, 
that on opening the budget, hi siaUd hi> 
in tntion of laying btfore the Houst s ich 
an exposnuMi oi the fiinnnai int .iii- 
stanres oi the cooniiy as the hon gtntle- 
m in alludr.l to, and he {^lobab y might 
*akc an oppoitunity of so doing upon 
bringing foiward the appiopintion I ill; 
when he hoped out finances would be 
hand in «<ich a sta.i as ronn<ctid wi li 
the splen liii ic dt* of the late iloiioua 
wai, would all ird umyirval '■ativlciciion. 

Ml. LoikhtH expit'-sttl 1 hop , tint 
sonu im 1 m>w »M 1 f !v»n to rihcve 
the Isiiicd intotsr, 1 tin t he i bviou^ 
tint thi no ill y vvoui I Le n lahle to bear 
the b'tviii , e pu I !ly of the pioiierly 
tax Ihi.* I X hart, it wis known, been 
iivpolntr Ily imposed with tilciiiice to 
t’l avil ^e puce id lorn, but th tpinc 
wav It w VO Ilk ly to fill, •!, n n un dd be 
Well d the ti iiantry sh i I br . hi evia 
to piv til If lilts, vvuh tl c Old j ’ \ XI t 
upon coi ninpUon, vvitiiout the aggtavated 
burthen *'t projutylax 

The t hniiuHot of t/n Lichujun obstive I, 
that the Tuasu-v ha I comnnflfd to able 
bands the ton.idi ration ol ill and j lopri 
an uigemints nitti regaid to the su’j d 
notuiit by th« hon. mLrab<.i, and he had 
no doubt that salisfvctory mca^Uit'S vvouid 
be adopied 

The m<>tion was agreed to. 

Imlw Post Otriti.} Mr Eutnij, *t 
rising lo move, pursuant to notice, fut cei- 
tain documents relative to the iMeclion ot 
a m w Post-oihci, coniplanitd of *he gitat 
iXtrav iganre by nhu b the pt m was eba- 
lacierisid Hb obseivid, that to maki 
mom for the projiciul edifice^ an iin- 
meiise mass of valinble huildi i/s, extend¬ 
ing fiom Foster-iane, Chea)>&idc. to St. 
Martin%-le Grand, must bo taken down, 
f veil chuich-yarda must be iimoved, and 
tbi peaceful ashes of the dead disio bid. 
And this, too, for the purpose of foiniing 
a Post-oftice in a siiunio.n highly in- 
convintent to the meitbants of the city 
of L^uJon*—fiom whom he should, m a 
§ 
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day- or two« present a petition, deprecaN 
ing the proposed removal. The estimate 
of the expence for making this alteration 
wa« 280.000/. But that sum, he believed, 
would not do more than compensate those 
whom it would be necessary to remove 
from their liouses, in order to form the 
necessary scite. The House, he wassuie, 
would pause before they gave implicit 
credit to the ritv estimates, which were 
not remaikabic for their accuracy. The 
improvements on >non>hill, had been esti¬ 
mated at 100 . 000 /, but they consomed 
near 300.000/, There wire a variety o( 
situaiioiis til wliiih the Post-oifipe could 
be removed, at an infiimcly lower ex- 
pence, and greatly to the satisfaction of 
the innchanti.. There was, for instance, 
behind the Bank, a parcel of miserable 
buildings, that could be purchased ex- 
tremelv cheap, and the situdoon of which 
was siilliiieiiily convenient. Ttie sciie 
of till- ijouth Si-a Tlouse, where an esla- 
blisbmeiit was ki pt up merely to pay a 
few (liM(lei)dc, might be made use of. 
Or a Post-oflicc iniahi he necred wheie 
the Excise ottice n w r\as; and the latter 
could be removed to the scite of the Cus- 
torii-hoiiso, who II had bun recentjv 
burned. But leitainlv no p'.iie could be 
ao absiiid oi extravagant, as that which 
Lari been seleiiid Ini the put pose The 
inanrur in winch the liusiness h id l)(.(n 
introduced to the lb use appeaitd to him 
to be mod oh|ecliotiable Clovr-inment. 
jl seeined, were to be at the expence of 
creeling this building, and the guarantee 
for lira! [luipo^e was contained in a pri¬ 
vate Bill. He did not think it was re¬ 
spectful to the House to iniiodiice a mea¬ 
sure of such magnitude, in the shape of a 
private Bill, to be discussed in a commi^ 
tee above stairs. He considi red it, in 
fact, to be a government measure ; for 
the corpoiation of the tity of Londna had 
corapaiatively little to do with it. He 
hoptd the light hon. tlieOliancellor of the 
Exchequer would, in considtration of the 
importance of the measure, uTrain from 
pressing it in the piesint session. That 
the House might foim a proper judgment 
on the subject, he should move, *• That 
till It be laid before the House, tlie plans, 
if any are prepared, of the new intended 
Post-oflice, with an estimate of the pro¬ 
bable expence of its erection; the ground 
plan of the scite intended for the sam<-; 
with a specification of the houses ntces- 
gary to he taken down ; and an account 
of the coinpcnsalion to be granletii to IBCh 
(VOL. XXVllI.) 
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persons as may be removed from their 
premises.^' 

The Chancellor the Exchequer appre>* 
bended that there were no plans prepared 
but those laid before the committee upon 
the Bill; but he should not object to the 
hon. gentleman’s motion. He asserted, 
that the Bill alluded to by the bon. gen¬ 
tleman, was not a government measure,, 
but originated in the corporation of Lon¬ 
don. That the proposed erection was 
necessary, most, he thought, be obvious 
to any one acquainted with the present 
Post-ofiice ; and as to the situation men¬ 
tioned in the Bill, be could not conceive 
how the allegation of inconvenience to 
the meicbants could be sustained. For 
the merchants of London would, under 
the new arrangement, receive their let- 
tcis an hour earlier, and be enabled to 
deliver them an hour later, while in other 
pans of the town, letteis would be receiv¬ 
ed half an hour earliei, and the delivery 
in the evening would be half an hour 
later. A measure, therefore, calculated 
to produce such geneial accommodation 
he could not consent to abandon. 

Mr. Jl. Suatna- expiessed himself de¬ 
cidedly hostile to the plan proposed In 
his view of )he subject, it would not take 
less tfiati 5()0,00Vl. to < any it into effect. 
On the other baud, if an attempt had 
been made to purchase buildings in the 
immediate vicinity of the Post-oiBcc, 25 or 
300,000/, he had no doubt, would have 
gone as far as 300,004.)/. in the situation 
which had been selected. He conjured 
the House not to throw away so large e 
sum of money as 280,000/. without more 
deliberation. The taxes, last year, 
amounted to 60,000,000/., the interest of 
the national debt was lO.OOO.OOU/. Such 
was our situation, that many gcnllenien, 
conversant with the subjtct, were of opi¬ 
nion, that no reduciion in the public 
buidens could take place for some time. 
If the people thought tiiose burdens were 
necessary, they would bear ibem cheer¬ 
fully ; but, if they saw 2 so,ooo/, thrown 
away so inconsulerattly, they wonld be 
justified in complaining. The qDestioa 
ought, .le conctivid, to be postponed for 
the present; and, in the ensuing session 
of parliament, a committee Could be ap¬ 
point eil to enquire what alterations u wa» 
necessary to make ih the Post-oflire, 
had bei M said, that the corporati(/ii of tbs 
city of I oiidou were So anxious for tho 
erection of this new Post-office, that they 
agreed to defray pne-third of the ex- 
(2S) 
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fwnce. Now, tHe fact was, they Would 
not advance one farthing for the purpose; 
but they would appropriate to that end a 
f>art of the orphans’ fund, arising from a 
hex on coal and culm, which parliament 
bad given them to pay their debts. He 
wished to know, whether, in appropriating 
A part of the orphans* fund to the erection 
cf the Post-office, the corporation of the 
city of Lr>ndon did not, in fact, make use 
of the public money. 

The H^akcr said, the fund alluded to 
was so anomalous, that it could scarcely 
be compared with any other. It could 
only be assimilated to those local taxes 
which existed in Ireland and Scotland, 
and which, however extensive, were never 
considered public funds. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Irish Ways and Means.] The consi* 
deration of the Resolutions of the Com¬ 
mittee of Ways and Means was resumed. 
On the UHsuiution, imposing a stamp 
duty on powers of attorney, ibr teceiving 
rents, &c. in Ireland, being read, 

Mr. Fitzgerald observed, that those 
gentlemen who had attended the discus¬ 
sion which had taken place on a former 
evening, when he submitted to the com* 
mittee certain propositions for the finan¬ 
cial service of Ireland, would bear in 
mind that he had recommended this new 
duty, not merely as a financial measure. 
It was a subject upon which he bad felt 
eaincstly, and he had pressed the adop¬ 
tion of this Resolution, in the hope, that 
if, even by interested motives, he could 
not induce the residence of the Irish land¬ 
lord in the midst of his tenantry»if be 
could not bring into contact the proprie¬ 
tor and the tenant of the soil, at least he 
gave a direct interest and inducemenuto 
that intercourse, which, in a greater or 
less degree, must have been the result. 
To dwell on what would be the advan¬ 
tages in respect of internal improvement 
and domestic peace, would be unneces. 
*ary now, when he was about to relin¬ 
quish his plan. He had not even felt 
bimseli called upon to dwell on them, 
even when he recommended it. He bad 
not concealed his expectation and his 
wish, that in point of revenue, this tax 
niust have been unproductive; the amount 
of itR estimate would prove that he hoped 
w. The light lion, gentleman said, that 
he bad not been guilty of the injustice of 
desiring to tax the Irish absentee; be felt 
that such a tax was at aU times iu its 
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principle objectiohable, and since the 
Union, at least, was still more so; yet he 
bad not deemed it inconsistent with the 
soundest principles of economy, to hold 
out an inducement to the Irish proprietor, 
to make himself more intimately acquaint¬ 
ed with the wants and interests of those 
who were dependent upon him; such a 
result he had anticipated from the mea¬ 
sure which be oh a former night proposed. 
Since that night, however, the communi¬ 
cation which be bad received from some 
of those, for whose opinions he felt great 
respect, had made him hesitate as to 
pressing forward this Resolution at this 
peiiod ; he doubted not of its principle, 
and if be continued to perform the duties 
of that office, he had now the honour to 
hold, he should probably feel himsell 
called upon to propose to the legislature 
a measure founded on the same princi¬ 
ples; he felt sensibly the kindness with 
which the House had received, on a for¬ 
mer occasion, that statement of the gene¬ 
ral situation of Ireland, which he had 
taken the liberty of bringing before it, 
and having had the good fortune of car¬ 
rying with him the concurrence of all the 
representatives of his country, he would 
not make so ungrateful a return for their 
support, as to urge this measure through 
parliament at so late a period of the ses¬ 
sion, with the knowledge of that opiniou 
which many of them held upon it. The 
produce of this tax, for the first year, be 
had estimated very low, and as the provi¬ 
sion already made bad been ample, it was 
not necessary to supply it by the imposi¬ 
tion of any additional public burden. 
The right non. gentleman presumed to 
hope, that the grounds upon which he bad 
recommended, as well as those upon which 
it was now relinquished, had not been 
misunderstood or forgotten. He was nut 
precluded from recurring to it on a future 
occasion, if the exigencies of the state 
called on us for increased pecuniary exer¬ 
tion, the people of Ireland and their re- 
resentalives in parliament, might then 
ave a more extended opportunity of ex¬ 
amining those measures by which they 
were to be affected, and he, too, might 
hope for their concurrent support of those 
propositions, which not less his anxiety 
for their dearest interests, than his sense 
of duly, bad induced him to recommend 
for the adoption of parliament. 

Bank Restriction Bill.] The 

cellar rf iM Exchequer moYcd the goiof 
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into tbe commitee on the Bulk Bestric* 
tion Bill. 

Sir H. PenuHl wm surprised at the 
bringing forsrard this subject without any 
formal notice. He thought it very ob> 
jectionable to make fresh suspensions of 
the cash payments of the Bank from time 
to time. It impeded the return to the 
common currency of the kingdom, and 
prevented the country banks foam making 
any preparations for this ohjecti till they 
knew that a time was fixed for the Bank I 
to resume its usual payments. | 

After an explanation from the Chan* 
cellor of the Exchequer, and a conversa¬ 
tion on tiie subject between Mr. R. Smith, 
Mr. Grenfell, Mr. Baring, sir H. Parnell 
and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
the blank was 6lled up with the 25tb of 
March next, as the day fur taking oil' the 
restrictions. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Thursday, July 7. 

Public Thanksgiving. 1 The Lord 
Chancellor took the woolsack at half past 
eight o'clock; and soon after nine, Mr. 
Townshend, Windsor herald, proceeded 
to call over the House, commencing with 
Charles William lord Stewart, theyouiigest 
baton, ils their ioidships were called 
over, those who were present retired, and 
immediately proceeded iu their carnages 
to St. Paul’s. 


HOUSE OP COMMONS. 

Thursday, July 20. 

Public Thanksgiving.J The Speaker 
took the chair precisely at half-past eight 
o'clock; and at nine, the cleik proceeded 
to call over .the House, by counties, in al¬ 
phabetical order. A great number of 
members were present, attired, either in 
court dresses, or in military ot naval uni¬ 
forms. As soon as the members were 
called over, the House proceeded to St. 
Paul's church, to attend the solemnity of 
the Public Thanksgiving. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Friday, July 8. 

Smau. Pox Pbeventiom Bill.]] Lord 
Boringdon moved, that the Report of the 
iimall Pox Prevention Bill be received. 

Earl Stasdtope said, that there was a 
tiding order, with which, on this occa- 
•ioD, he must request tha noble lord to 


comply. This waa, that every noble kwd 
who moved the reception of a report of a 
Bill that bad been amended in a committee 
should explain to the House the nature of 
the alterations that had been made, and 
show theirco-herenceto the general ftrinct* 
pie of the measure. He did not wish to take 
the noble lord by surprise. The noble lord 
was probably not prepared immediately 
to comply with the terms of this standing 
order; if so, it was in the noble lord'* 
power lo delay any further proceeding on 
the Bill; and if it were put off, for three 
months, be should be the better pleased. 

Lord Boringdon declared, that during 
his experience in that House, he had never 
seen the order alluded to by the noble 
earl acted upon. No man valued more 
than himself the brilliant wit and irresisti¬ 
ble humour so frequently displayed by 
the noble earl, to the no small amusement 
and satisfaction of their lordships. But. 
however, the House might be delighted 
with the noble earl's facetiousness, he was 
sure they would never allow tbernselvei 
to be diverted by it ironi those feelings 
of compassion in which the Bill .before 
them originated. However, the noble earl 
might think he had embarrassed him by 
this sudden proposition, he could assure 
the noble earl, that if their lordships 
thought proper to enforce the order, the 
joke of the nolile earl would not induce 
him to relax one particle of his exertions, 
in what he felt to be the cause of true 
humonily. 

Earl Stanhope said, that there could be 
no question as to the necessit 3 ’’ on the part 
of the noble lord to comply with the in¬ 
junctions of the standing order. 

Lord Boringdon accordingly read the 
Bill, paragraph by paragraph, and ex¬ 
plained, as he went ahnig, the motives by 
which the committee had been induced to 
make the alteraiions that appeared in it. 

The Report was then received, and lord 
Boiingdon, moved that the Bill should b« 
read a third time on Tuesday next. 

Earl Stanhope disclaimed any iutentioa 
of being funny in the request which he 
bad made to the noble earl to comply 
with the standing order. As the present 
attendance of their lordships was much 
fuller than that in the committee, iiu 
thought it but right that the noble lord 
should explain tO the House, the iiatum 
of the aheratioos which had been mad« 
in the Bill. His objection to the Bill was 
the simplest possible, namely, that it 
would aat curry into eilect the principi* 
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of the noblo lord; and that, instead of be* 
log a measure of humanity, it would, if 
pasted into a law, piove to be one of the 
XQOst troublesome, inconvenient, and mis* 
chiieoiiS, ever enacted. He would op¬ 
pose it in every stage. Nothing could be 
more absurd, and, indeed, impossible to 
1w executed, than the clauoe respecting 
the nonces to be given of infection; and 
as for that clause which declared that a 
jit and suitable place should be provided 
for those infected, it would warrant any 
one afflicted with the small‘pox to knork 
at the door of Holland-house, or Blenheim, 
and demand admittince. He moved that 
the Bill be rejected. 

Lord borinsfdon observed, that the pro- ' 
visions of the Bill bad undergone a thorough 
discussion m the committee, and every 
Coriection had been made in it which 
Boemed desirable. The noble earl, who 
had on former occasions attempted to per- 
auadc the House that theie weie none so 
ignorant of toe law as the judges, and 
Hone so ignorant of religion as the bishops, 
Xiow, it seemed, wished to maintain that 
there were none so ignorant of medi¬ 
cine as the physicians of the metropolis, 
lie had applied to the most eminent of 
those gentlemen in order to aticertain their 
opinion of the Bill; and they had una¬ 
nimously declared that it would be a most 
benefit lal measure. 

Lord Mulgraxe said, he was inclined to 
vote tor the rejection of the Bill. It ap¬ 
peared to him, with respect to the raotttres, 
to impose great hardships on individuals. 
And as to the compulsion which in effect, 
though not in declaration, it imposed on 
the poorei classes to inoculate with ihe 
cow-pox, if their lordships recollected bow 
many persons of the higher order were 
reluctant to introduce vaccination into 
their families, it really must appear to 
them a harsh and an arbitrary measure 
to lay the poor under the necessity of 
Adopting that practice. 

The Earl oi Lauderdale was of opinion, 
that the notices, required by the Bill 
could not be given; and the Bill would 
give a great deal too much power to 
t>verscers ot parishes. 

Lord Rtdeidale, although he thought 
U>at the Bill had been amended in the 
committee, still he objected to several 
parts of it, and particularly to the clause 
which preM^ed, that notice of infection 
ahould be given on the succeeding morn¬ 
ing—a thing that in many cases would be 
Utterly impracticable. His impression 
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Was, that this was not a fit mbjert for le* • 
gislation. If vaccination deserved to be 
estabUshecl, it would establish itself by its 
own merits; and all attempts to force it 
on the people would only tend to create 
opposition to the practice. Fur himself, 
be was inclined to believe that the iegiti* 
mate cow*pox, effectually received into 
the system, was a complete security 
against various infection. He knew it was 
the opinion of all the people in the coun¬ 
try in which he lived, that those who 
took the cow-pox ftom the cow itself were 
thus secured. But he confessed that he 
had frequently asked medical men whe¬ 
ther the nature of the matter, originally 
vaccine, might not, and must not, be ma¬ 
terially changed by passing through the 
bodies of four or five thitusand human be¬ 
ings ; and to that question be had never 
yet obtained a saiislactory answer. 

Lord borjMtfdm observed, that if the 
House thought there would be any diffi¬ 
culty in giving the uoiiees nt interiion m 
the way reqjired m the Bill, the time 
might be changed for the morning but 
one after the discovery of the infection. 
H's object in bringing in the Bill had 
been to endeavour still further loextirpate 
a violent and dangerous disoider, by the 
substitution of a mild and safe one. At 
the same time, as the general sentiment 
of their lordships seemed to be against 
the measure, he should have no hesitation 
in abandoning it. All new Bills must 
necessarily he imperfect; and at some 
future period, he niighl introduce one less 
liable to objection. 

Earl Stanhope applauded the conduct of 
the noble lord, and wilbdiew bis motion 
for rejecting the Bill. 

Lord bortnedon then withdrew bis mo¬ 
tion for leading the Bill a third time on 
Tuesday, and moved in lieu, that it be read 
a third time on that day six weeks, which 
was agreed to. 

OrricKs m Rbvebsion Bin, ] Earl 
Grosvenor rose, in puisuanre of h« notice, 
to move the second reading of the Bill to 
suspend the granting of offices in reversion. 
He had hoped that the noble and learned 
lord on the woolsack would have come 
forward to urge the proceeding on this 
Bill; but having been disappointed in 
this expectation he felt himself under the 
necessity, in the discharge of hie public 
duty, to make the proposition himself. 
Ttieii lordships tame to the consideratioii 
of this Bill with this novel feature in the 
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subject,tbe nc^le and learned lord, 
though he iied assented to tbe former Biila 
of a similar nature, had expressed himself I 
inimicBl to tbe present one. To what { 
that change was to be attributed he knew | 
not. Was it because in the former in* 
stances the popular opinion was expressed 
so strongly that tbe noble and learned lord 
did not choose to oppose it i Certainly the 
noble and learned lord could a<at found hts 
objection on the impropriety of tbe pre¬ 
sent time. Peace was allowed by all to 
be the bf sttinie forrelormof any descrip¬ 
tion. The noble and learned lord, and 
those who with him liad opposed every 
measuie of lefoitn that had been proposed 
in parliament for the last twenty years, 
had grounded their opposiiinii on the 
character of the period. They had al- 
ways exclaimed against any alterations in 
times of danger. *’ What I” they bad 
aaid, would you set about repairing your 
house in a hurricane Such haJ been 
the arguments formerly urged by the 
noble and learned lord agiitisl leform of 
any kind; but those arguments weie now 
witiiOQl even tbe pretence of foundation 
But even some of those who had most 
strenuously opposed reform in general— 
even that honouiable and lamented indi¬ 
vidual, a member of another house of par¬ 
liament, who bad fallen by the hand of a 
base and cowntdiy assassin, even that col¬ 
league of the noble and learned lord, had 
declared, that although he did not con¬ 
ceive tile advantages to be derived From 
the measure would be at all material, he 
was on tin whole not inclined to object to 
its passing. Would not the noble and 
leai tied lord go as far as that i The noble 
earl said, that in hisopinion, the custom ol 
graining offices in reversion ought to be 
entirely abolished; nothing could be 
more prejudicial to the state. If there 
was one thing more than another, that 
tended to the advantage and s'rengih of a 
country, it was that the offices of tiust in 
it should be ably tilled. This principle, 
the custom of granting offices in reversion, 
went utterly to subvert. For even if tbe 
person to whom a i eversion was granted 
were competent to the office at the time 
of the grant, tbe probability was, that by 
the time be came to be actually appointed 
be would be rendered by age. by ingr- 
initips, or by some other cause, wholly 
unfit for the utoation. In a pecuniary 
point of view also, tbe practice of granting 
offices in reversion was extremely objec¬ 
tionable, If the emolument of any par- 
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tlcaler office weresidectared by competent 
authority to be too large, or if the office^ 
itself were declared to be unnecessary^ 
instead of those emolumenta being dimi¬ 
nished, or the office being aboltskcd at 
the death of tlie holder, op started a per> 
son to whom the revetston had been 
granted, and asserted his claim. He 
trusted that their lordships would pass the 
Bill, which he repeated waa similar to thM 
to which they had last year agreed. Its 
only operation would be to suspend the 
granting of offices in reversion, until 
February next; thus leaving suffiiiene 
time for the consideration of an ulterior 
and permanent measure If their lord¬ 
ships should reject it, the other House (it 
being too late in the session to originate 
another Bill) would, in all probability, 
think tit, as they had formerly done, to 
address the crown on tbe subject. At a 
moment when joy reigned throughout the 
country, every one ought to exert himself 
to contribute to the prosperity of others; 
and that House ought eminently to distin- 
guiali Itself in the generous competition. 
Jhe pieseni was not a measure of,violent 
reform. It was tempeiate, moderate, and 
discreet; and ought to be acceded to. 
The noble lord conduded- by moving tho 
second reading of the Bill. 

The Lord i'hanctllor wished that tbe 
noble earl had addiessed liiniseli more to 
tbe B II Itself, and less to his opinions 
and conduct with respect to it. In 
objecting to the Bill, he simply main- 
tallied the respect which was due to 
that House. The noble eai I bad eba- 
raclerized him as an enemy to reform, 

I If he meant to those measures of reform, 

I which year after year hud been proposed 
111 purhametit, be willingly acknowledged 
It; for nothing could be more repugnant 
to common sense than wcie most of those 
measures. The noble eai I had also chosen 
to ascribe his former a< (|iiiescenre in 
similar bills, to his sensibility lowardt 
popular opinion. He would tell the 
noble earl, that if the popular opinion ap¬ 
peared to him to be ju-t, ho was always 
happy to be in favour with it; if unjust, 
be wnhed to go on os be bad done during 
Ilia life, without being influenced by it; 
and be was convinced that parliamem a ouid 
have neard much lesa of the measures 
of reform to which the noble earl alluded, 
bad other people acted on tbe same prin¬ 
ciple* Without .enquiring into the uroth. 
of the opinion, aacnbed by the noble earl 
to that excellent mao, whose untimely 
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file he ckottld never cease to de{>lore 
while mesnory remained to him, be 
would ny l^at that opinion waa not his. 
The noble earl talked of the wisdom of 
the tether bouse of parliament. It was a 
wonderfiilly wise way of legislating, truly, 
adicr their lordships bad six times (five 
times on the second reading, and once on 
the third) rejected a permanent bill on 
this subject, to send them up annually a 
Ibill of suspension, with the evident view 
eventually to force the whole measure ! If 
they were to go on year after year agree* 
ing to such bills, the 6latute>bonk would be 
filled with temporary and mischievous ex¬ 
pedients merely. Was it consistent with 
their lordships* dignity that that which 
they bad so repeatedly refused to do, 
should be attempted by these yearly and 
gradual attacks ? With respect to the ar¬ 
gument derived by the noble earl from the 
course (hat woola probably be adopted 
by the other house of parliament in the 
event of the rejection of the present mea¬ 
sure, be would not condescend to answer 
it. If their lordships were to be induced 
to modify their proceedings by any such 
suppositions or circumstances, they had 
better shut the doors of the House at 
mice. 

The motion was then negatived; and 
on the motion of the Lord Chancellor, the 
Bill was ordered to be read a second time 
on that day three months. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Friday, July 8. 

Lord Exmouth.] On the resolution of 
the Committee being reported for granting 
»n annuity of 12,000/. per annum to lord 
Exmoutb, 

Mr. Ctvktr said, be could not help taking 
this occasion of paying a tribute to the 
distinguished services of the noble lord. 
That noble lord had never had an oppor¬ 
tunity of receiving the Tbauks of the 
House for any great engagement, because 
the navy had before so efiectually fuifilled 
their duty as to sweep the seas of their 
enemies; but in conjunction with the 
army in Spain, his service had been of the 
nmt meritorious nature, and had mainly 
emtriboied to the expulsion of the Frencii 
from the Peninsula. Throughout the 
whole extent of the Mediterranean, not a 
ship of tbe enemy had been able to escape 
the vigilance m his cruisers; and the 
French in Spain hsNi not received a single 
convoy of proviaiom to enable thm to 
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maintain themselves longer in that coun¬ 
try. He had blockaded in Toulon at 
large and fine a fleet as ever France bad, 
with an inferior force, and had even de¬ 
tached squadrons from that force occa¬ 
sionally to injure the enemy in other 
quarters ; and when a part of the Toulon 
fleet contrived to get out to sea, it was 
astonishing to all to see the manner in 
which be r«n his large three-decker close 
to the rocks in pursuit of it. In the porta 
of Genos^ Naples, Venice, and the Seven 
Islands, wherever his attention was requi¬ 
site, whether for attack or defence, he waa 
every where present. It was impossible 
to speak in too high language of the eco¬ 
nomy and management of his fleet. In 
that fleet, in which every thing was .sent 
from F^gland, his aeamau*Ukc manage¬ 
ment, bis humanity and attention to the 
wants and comforts of the crews, were 
most conspicuous. Though he had under 
his command the largest fleet which had 
ever been so lung absent fiom England, 
there bad never before been an txample 
of so small an expence of stores and ui'the 
health of the seamen. Five three-deckers 
had lately returned to this country, alter 
many years absence, in the most perfect 
state, and with the proportion of persons 
in ill health less than in any other fleet in 
the ordinary course of service. While be 
paid a tribute to the noble lord, it was hut 
justice to say, that he had iritleed been 
most ably seconded. Of the two admirals 
next in command, namely, vice-admirals 
sir Sidney Smith and Freeniantlc, it was 
impossible to speak in too high terms. 
The conduct of the latter, at the taking of 
Trieste, was fresh in the recollection ol the 
House. 

Mr. Freuvmtle, hearing a near relation 
of his mentioned, took the o|iporiuuity of 
«paying a short tribute to bis merit. 

The Itesolution was then agreed to. 

Princess op Waies’s Annuity.] Mr. 
Brogden brought up the Report of the 
Committee of the w'hoie House on the 
grant of £0,000/. per annum to her royal 
highness the Princess of Wales. 

Lord CauUreogh rose to call the atten¬ 
tion of the House to the Letter to the 
chair from her royal highness the Princess 
of Wales, in which she was pleased to 
intimate to the House, that it would be 
more satisfactory to her if the vote of the 
committee of 50,0001. was reduced to 
35^,000/. per annum. It was certainly his 
duty to confern to whatever wm m<»% 
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acceptable to her Royal Highness. He 
merely wished at present to state what 
were the considerations which had in< 
fluenced his condact on this occasion. 
He should not have thought of submitting 
the proposition which he made to the 
House, if he had not previously apprised 
her Royal Highness of the measure which 
he bad in contemplation. On the evening 
of the day on which he had laid the papers 
connected with this subject before the 
House, he made a communication to her 
Royal Highness of these papers, and of the 
course of proceeding which be meant to 
follow. He was honoured with a reply 
from her Royal Highness, stating her wil« 
lingness to accept the grant oflered her, 
because it was not clogged with any con* 
ditions derogatory to her rights or her 
honour, and was*not an act of grace or 
favour on the part of the crown, but one 
of mere right and justice. Thus he had 
had every reason to consider this provision 
as having been accepted hy her Royal 
Highness, being as she was pleased to 
state it, not an act of grace or favour, but 
of justice. On the evening when the vote 
took place, he informed her that in a day 
or two be hoped to he able to lay the Bill 
before her, and that no regulations should 
be inserted in it of a nature diireniig in any 
degree from the regulations in the resolu¬ 
tion of the Committee, and that as she was 
possessed of those regulations, she could 
judge whether they were not in every 
respect conformable to her wishes. lie 
afterwards Iransniitied to her Royal High¬ 
ness a copy of the Bill, framed in con¬ 
formity with the actual vole which had 
taken place. He had been honoui ed with a 
reply, in which her Royal Highness still 
intimated that she accepted of the provi¬ 
sion, and again stated that she considered 
it not in the light of an act of grace or 
favour, but an act of justice. Now, what 
be wanted at present was to be assured of 
what her Royal Highness’s wishes really 
were; because, if this renunciation of part 
of the sum voted to her was the spontaneous 
wish of her Royal Highness, he would feel 
himself precluded on a principle of public 
duty fiom voting any part of the public 
money to a subject who was not inclined 
to receive k. He must conceive, that the 
letter to the chair wad more conclusive on 
that subject than the one to himself; because, 
^hiiethe letterhe had received wascouebed 
in general terms, the other was specific. In 
following his present intention, therefore, 

be conceived bimseif to be acting m the 


spirit of her Royal Highness’s wishes ofk 
the subject. If parliament, however* 
thought proper on this occasion to relax* 
and to agree to the diminution of what it 
had voted as an act of justice, be hoped that 
no persons would be allowed, on that ac* 
count, at any future period, to revive ia 
that House discussions connected with the 
royal family—discussions which were pain¬ 
ful to every person in the country who felt 
a proper respect for the royal dignity, and 
could not be sufficiently deplored by every 
person in the House, if tliey now receded 
from what they were pleased to vote to bev 
Royal Highness as an act of justice, ha 
hoped they would not again hear the ques¬ 
tion of an act of justice revived. He 
trusted it would now be considered that 
every disposition had been shewn to make 
every arrangement in this case consistent 
with her Royal Highnesses comfort; and 
that parliament would be relieved from all 
future application on her behalf. If there 
were any individual who could give the 
House/ullerinformation ofberRoyal High¬ 
ness’s sentiments, be could wish him to lay 
such information before them. He. under¬ 
stood the letter to the chair came by the 
bands of an hon. gentleman opposite. Both 
letters, that to tiimselt, and the one to the 
chair, were of the same date, the 5th in¬ 
stant ; but the former being more general* 
he should feel no hesitation, if be received 
the assurance of the bon. gentleman oppo¬ 
site, that in so doing he was fulfilling th« 
wishes of her Royal Highness, in moving, 
that the vote of 50,000/. a year to the 
princess of Wales be reduced to 35,000/. 

Mr. Whitbread said, be had to complain 
of the noble lord fur potting an interpreta¬ 
tion on the conduct of himself and his 
friends, as if they had been the agitators of 
the questions in that House regarding the 
Princess of Wales. This was a constrnc- 
tion, the justice of which he for one would 
always strenuously deny. The noble lord 
had correctly enougli stated the communi¬ 
cation which bad taken place between her 
Royal Highness and himselfi When the 
noble lord, on presenting the papers, relat¬ 
ing to her Royal Highness, to the House, 
was first asked, if he had made any com¬ 
munication of those papers and of bis in¬ 
tentions, the noble lord answered that 
measures had been taken for making that 
comnr. unication. The noble lord did com¬ 
municate the papers, and in the letter .to 
her Royal Highness, he informed her that 
be bad made a communication of them to 
the House, and that it was his iulmtUon on 
§ 



HOUSE OP COMMON^ TtincetttfWaln^s Anmdty^ [640 


« future day to move an augmentation of 
Iter allowance. To tins letter hei Royal 
Highness returned an answer without any 
Advice from himself, or any person wiih 
irboin he was in the habit of a< iing. He 
would repeat part oi the contents of his 
lordship's first letter After Mating that 
Ite had nidde that evening to the House a 
communication of the dot iiment relating 
to the separation in 1809, he acquainted 
her that those papers hail been relerred to 
a committee of the whole H'>use, in which 
it was his intention to move that her allow¬ 
ance should be augmented to 50,000/. per 
annum. He thougbt be was coriect, then, 
in his assertion, that the noble lord had 
not made anv communication to her Royal 
Highness, till after the stitcnieut in that 
House. The noble lord had communi-, 
cated coirectly the substance of her Royal 
Highness's iiist letter; the consent and 
acceptance in that letter were expressed 
in very general terms. When the noble 
lord sent the bill, a written answer was 
then also returned to him, intimating also 
a general acquiescence in the measure. 
This letter was also written by her Royal 
Highness without any adviser. After that 
he had no hesitation in saying, that when 
he was consulted on the subject by her 
Royal Highness, he stated to her that the 
lum was disapproved of by him, as being 
larger than ciicumstauces rt quired—Uiger 
than what he could consent to vole lor,— 
and laiger than what be thought the noble 
Jrnd ought to have proposed. Her Uoyal 
Highness did then say that she approved 
of the proposiiioo of the noble loid, but 
the amount oi the sum had never entered 
into her consideration; she then wrote 
the letter to the chair in her own hand. 
He thought that the sum of 35,000/. a 
year was amply sufiicieni for her situation 
at this time, till the period should arrive, 
fixed by act of parliament, at which she 
would nave to receive 50,000/. a year. 
Her Royal Highness therefore grateiuily 
and thankfully accepted of the 35,C)00/. a 
year as fully sufficient for all her purposes. 
However painful any discussions on the 
subject of her Royal Highness, or any 
nembei of the inyal family might be, all 
he could say, was, that whether the allow* 
ance should be 50,000/. or 35,000/. a year, 
things were precisely in the same situation 
in every respect. There was not enter 
tamed by the fnemis of the Princess of 
Wales, the slightest idea that she was less 
in need of the protection ol the House, by 
receiving 50,000/. a year, than by leceiv* 


ing only 35,0001, Her Royal Highness 
had accepted the provision, on the condi- 
tion that it was not derogatory to her 
honour; and whether the sum should be 
50,000/ nr 35,000/. she bad not the’ 
slightest idea that the diiferenccof the sum 
made in that respect the slightest difference 
ill her situation. He should have voted 
against the 50,000/. because he thought 
that sum improper, and he would now vote 
for the 35,000/ because he considered it 
what the circumstances of her Royal High¬ 
ness required. 

Lord Castlerengh said, that he should 
not have proposed the grant of 50,000/. 
bad he been informed that it was the wish 
of the Print ess of Wales that the sum 
should not be so considerable, but fiom the 
note of her Royal Highness he natur.tlly 
implied directly the reverse. It was im¬ 
possible that she could think, at the time 
he communicated the intended pioposal, 
that the vote had already been passed for 
a sum, the whole of which, be imagined, 
was in jusiire due to her. The hon. mem¬ 
ber had fairly avowed that he bad been 
the advisei ol her Royal Highness, but he 
(lord Castlereagli} should lx sotry to find 
hereafter that the council given had in¬ 
duced the Princess of Wales to adopt a 
difierent line of conduct from that wh'ch 
her leal feelings dictated. The design of 
the House was to give a libeial intorae, 
but if the Princess of Wales had now 
finally receded, on consultation, from what 
his lordship had fiist understood to he her 
spontaneous and uncontrolled desne, ho 
should most cheerfully accommodate the 
resolution to her wishes by aheiing the 
tote to 35,000/. The same amendiiient 
muslalsu be made in the Bill. The de¬ 
termination of parliament would, un¬ 
doubtedly, make a bentficial cliangc In 
the ciirutnstances of her Royal Highness; 
instead of being dependent upon the vo¬ 
luntary ptovision allowed by the Ptince 
Regent, her income would i>y right be de¬ 
rived from the consolidated tund, and that 
sum must, pto tanto, lot m a part of the in¬ 
come she would leeeive in case of the 
death of the illustrious individual now 
placed at the head of public affairs. 

Mr. Tierney obseived, that an initmalion 
had been given that a cl<>use was to be in- 
irodured into the Bill to pu vent her Royal 
Highness from incurring debts for which 
the public might be liable Adrinum- 
staiices considered, he haully ihooght it 
delicate or piudeni in the notde fowl to 
make allusions to royal debts. Such ^ 
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proviston as tb&t Bug^ted, might render 
some enquiry upon this point necessary; 
and if a discussion were to be forced, re¬ 
garding the debts of the Princess of ^aies, 
he would not shrink from his duty in call¬ 
ing ibe attention ot the House to the debts 
of other branches of the royal fapnily. 
His principal object in rising was to pre¬ 
vent the House from running away with 
the idea, hrst introduced by th« noble 
lord, that alt the recent discussions arose 
from a desire on the part of vlic Princess 
of Wales to obtain money. The troth 
was, that these debates arose from circum- 
stances which he did not wish to revive, 
and the object of the pecuniary allowance 
was only to recognise the Princess of 
Wales, who bad been abandoned by all, aS 
under the protection of the House of Com¬ 
mons. In her letter her JEtoyal Highness 
expressly called it “ an extraordinary and 
unsolicited u.ark of munificence/’ and it 
was npt candid in the noble lord to endea¬ 
vour to create the impression that the uni¬ 
form design of the Princess of Wales was 
to extort money; such an intention had 
been denied by her Royal Highness and 
by all 'her friends. He did not see much 
reason to complain of the conduct of the 
noble lord in other respects,. excepting 
that be had gone a little too far in leading 
the House to believe that he had consulted 
the Princess of Wales, Mr. Tierney said, 
that one of his principal objections was, 
that the Princess of Wales had not been 
treated as a person fit to be consulted. 
The noble lord had brought down a parcel 
of papers, and bad given notice of a mo¬ 
tion, but the wish ot her Eoyal Highness 
was never asked, whether the sum ehould 
be larger or smaller than what was pro¬ 
posed. This might be thought the more 
extraordinary as the noble lord bad never 
before shewn any reluctance to pay sufij- 
cient respect and reverence to the mem¬ 
bers of the royal family. It wm, no 
dopbt, a new principle of action which the 
noble lord did not understand, to see an 
inaividual copsulting the public interest 
instead e|,her own, in remsing I5,000l. 
a year, Kt4 he hoped this case would not 
be drawn into a precedent hereafter,, to 
lead the noble lord to make smaller ofiers 
than the actual roerita of perpons interested 
required, ' ¥ 

Lord Caiilereagh was of opinion that it 
would have been highly indecorous to have 
negociated with her Royal Highness upon 
the extent of the sum she required; he 
had, however, gone so for as to meotioil 
(VOL. XXVIII.) 



the amount, and if the Princess of Wales' 
bad felt any personal r^ugnance she 
' would have informed himihflit her note,' 
iilstead of stating that she conjidered it 
as an act of justtcei He was not to pie- 
some that what hot Royal Highness termed 
an act of justice to herself was, at the same 
time, en act of injustice towards the public.' 
Since that period, however, it seemed that 
she had been better advised, and that she 
bad determined to do injustice to hurself 
rather than do injustice to the publiO. As 
to his having given a wrong colour to tbe*^ 
recent discussions, by asserting that money 
was the object, all that he bad argued was, 
that such must be the result since parlta- 
metlt could only interpose by pecuntarv 
relief. Such, in common sense, ought ori¬ 
ginally to have been the motion, and then 
the House would never have been troubled 
with subjects distressinglo itself, but doubly 
painful to the various branches of the roy^ 
family. 

Mr. Tierney observed, that be had dis¬ 
tinctly staled, on a former debate, that be 
had had no private communication with 
the Princess of Wales; he had, however, 
advised, that her Royal Highness should 
not accept 50,0001 .: it was very likely to 
appear to the noble lord an extraordinary 
proceeding, and, no doubt, he would not 
have advised it. When, however, the 
noble lord talked of the indelicacy of 
making a bargain with the Piiucess of 
Wales, he seemed entirely to forget one of 
the documents he had laid upon the table, 
in which the income of her Ruyal High¬ 
ness was reduced to 17,000/. aug¬ 

mentation made by the liberality and jus¬ 
tice of parliament was, no doubt, very ac¬ 
ceptable to the Princess of Wales, but it 
was no less, creditable to her Royal High¬ 
ness to have had so much consideration for 
the situation of the public. 

Lord Catilereagh remarked, that at the 
time the document, just referred to, was^ 
signed, it was absolutely necessary that' 
there should be some understandi^; the 
parties also were the Prince and l^ncess 
of Wales. It did, however, not become 
the minister of the crown, in atlbmitting 
a proposal to the liberality of patliameitt, 
to make the amount of the iiote a subject 
of negociation with the Princess of Wales.' 

Mr. Whitbread begged to be allowed to 
say a few words upon what had fallen' 
from the nohlo lord. The ptincesf^ of 
Wales had aoi been treated even fairiy 
by him: he had said a great deal the 
suppoibd change in her deteminaUon re- 
' (2T) 
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garding iht 50 , 000 /. upon advice with her 
irienda. He appeared to have forgotten 
that the iate Mr, Perceval bad been one 
of her advisets» that he had written an 
elaborate defence of her Eoyal Highness, 
which had long been concealed, but at 
length was published j he bad forgotten 
also that once her Royal Highness had bad 
the benefit of the advice ot lord Thorlow, 
aud more recently of lord Eldon. Did 
the noble lord mean to aay, that because 
some of her friends were dead, and others 
BO longer oonttnaed to be her friends, that 
her Royal Highneat was to be left entirely 
without council and assistance t It might, 
W him, be deemed hardihood; but Mr. 
Whitbread boldly avowed that he had ad¬ 
vised the Princess of Wales respecting the 
letter she had written to the Speaker. 
Did the noble lord mean to assert, that in 
the discussions in which Mr. Perceval par¬ 
took, his object was money ? If it was, 
then indeed, the same charge might be 
brought against biro, Mr. Whitbread. 
Had the adviters of the Regent, who re¬ 
commended the letter to the Queen, 
stating, that fan Royal Highness would 
meet Ilia wife neither in private or puhiic, 
money in theircoiitempUtion? Ifitwasfair 
to say, that they had, then would he allow 
that his object was, and had been entirely, 
pecuniary. Wiiat was the true cause of 
all these painful and distiessing discus¬ 
sions, as the noble lord termed them? 
Injustice ami indignity to the Piince&s of 
Wales. Not a word respecting an in¬ 
ert asu of income would have been uttered 
bad It not been provoked and compelled 
by the eumluct, or rather rotsconduct, of 
ministers. The insult was the ground uf 
complaint, and he declared that the fi¬ 
nances of the Princiss of Wales had never 
entered into his contemplation. Evciy 
man, not only of fueling, but who was ai- 
mnst desiitale of feeling, must have been 
struck by the fotloin situation of her Royal 
Highness; aud the vote of |iHilianient was 
not so important fioni the sum as from the 
n cognition it contained, that she was 
taken under (he protection of pailiameut. 
He contended, that the letter sent to the 
Quaker was the most respectful mode of 
.Mmoitning the House of the detemiination 
the bad maile; at«I (he real fact was, that 
he^lloyal Highness had mistaken the pur¬ 
port dOf the noble lord’s coonnunication; 
and hed, lit first, imagined that as early 
as the ult. a vote of some amount 
or other hud actually been agreed upon 
in the House. In her reply, she had never 
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reflected upon any sums; she had ac. 
cepted the principle which, on the part 
ol parliament, lyas an act of grace, and on 
the part of the crown an act of justice. It 
was bat fair to stale, that the instant the 
reduction was suggested, it received the 
hearty concurrence of her Royal Highness, 
and she felt grateful for this assistance, 
waving no light,and clogged with no con¬ 
dition. There was, at lea-t, something 
invidious and unhandsome in wliut the 
noble lord bad thrown out on a former 
night, that in proportion to the smalhieas 
of the sum received was the necessity oP 
introducing into the Bill a provision against 
the debts incurred by tfce Piiiiccss of 
Wales. Surely such a tin eat wa5> unne¬ 
cessary, when it «'as known that l»er Royal 
Highness, even limited as w as h‘‘'* pvf sent 
income, did not owe a shilling : the insi¬ 
nuation, thJt it was possible, n i y> probable, 
might have been spared, uides*, indeed, 
the noble loid’s experience i® other quar. 
ters had shewn him, tlut however enor¬ 
mous the revenue allow t«l to att individual, 
the incut ring of imnien«c debts was rtiil 
inevitable. Much had been said to exone¬ 
rate the House in future from hearing of 
the case of the PrinCC"* e' Woles, All he 
could s,iv was, that he liopcd no toust 
would be given O.r biinginguagatn undei 
the noti' e of j arliamcnt. 1 or In ■. o« n pai t, 
he did mi! riel litmse'f precluded fioni as* 
serti'ip, in lus pUt.e,th(. cause of tin Prin¬ 
cess ol W dtt’, or of any other individual, 
who hail to compia'ii ^d’ nid.,*nity oi in¬ 
justice, wheneicr he should think it txpe- 
dient. He lelt happy hi the conviction 
that the House of Commons did not give, 
and the ]*rioce‘!s of Wales did not accept, 
the sum now voted as a compromise, 
barter, sale, or purchase of any t ight of 
person, dignity of station, oi puiity of 
character. 

Lord Castlereagh did not think that 
any thing he hed said, called for the 
warm expressions employed by the bon. 
gentleman: he still maintained, that if 
the Piincess of Wales had apy ohjedtiun 
to the 50,000t. mentiotu-d in bis note of 
the 5ih instant, it was naturhl that it 
should be noticed in the reply. He did 
not wish to refer to any circumstances 
that could excitecdntroveisy or irritation; 
but whatever might be remarked of the 
advice given by bia late friend, Mr. Per¬ 
ceval, it could not be dchied, that he had 
given some strong proofs, that be did not 
tbmk it fit that the family difiereuces of 
the royal personages in question, should 
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be agitated in pailiament: he hoped that 
the hon. memiter would in futore be of the 
same sentiment. With regard to the 
sum, it' the hou. member’had originally 
thought that an augmented income was 
necessary, it was a great pity that pariia- 
mriit hai) not arrived at that conclusion, 
before any of the painfui deliberations 
bad taken place. 

Mr. Whitbread felt it impossible to re* 
frain from adding a few nords. He |tot it 
to the noble lord, whether, with bis know* 
ledge of ail the transactions of the parties, 
lie did t.(>t (hink it would bare been tin- 
possible to have avoided discussions like 
tbohi! wltich had recently occured, if the 
Hook had bei-.n published, which such 
great pains had been taken to conceal i 
If the noi/Ic lord meant to arraign him 
fur not iiaving pioposcd the reduction of 
tltc vole in the committee, be must know 
tiut he iiad concurred wiiolly iu what fell 
lioin his right hun. fritnd (Mr. Tierney) 
upon the subject. As to the former debts 
of the Princess of Wales, lord Thurlow, 
who then advised her, had used the 
strongf't (Xpre-ssions to induce her not to 
accept ]2,U(K)/. per annum: he bad, in 
fact, told her, that if she did take it, she 
would be a heggtr, and the rtsult proved 
the truth of his nstertiun. He concluded, 
by repoatliig his assertion, that pecuniary 
consnleiations had never opoi'ited upon 
him, and his conviction that it had never 
influeured the Princess of \\ ales. 

Mr. Pansonhif wished to say a few words 
in Justification of the vote he iiad given: 
it was not governed by a consideration 
of the pecuniary situation cf the Princess 
of Wales, and consequently hu had never 
conjectured whether the sum was likely 
to be too great or too small. He lament¬ 
ed now, as he had done before, that the 
subject bad ever come before parliament, 
and he hoped that some steps would be 
taken to prevent a recurrence of the evil. 
The House was incompetent to enter into 
such questions, as whether the Princess of 
Wales should, or should not, be received 
at the drawhig*room. The only constitu¬ 
tional mode of entertaining her case was 
by a grant of money. It was true, that 
he ieli considerable resentment at an act 
of wanton oppression and'unjust indignity 
offered to her Royal Highness, and be 
was desirous of shewing, ror one, his die- 
approbation of that injustice and indignity. 
These considerations, and these only, had 
governed his vote. 

The question was then put, and on the 


motion of lord Casttereagh, the amend¬ 
ment of 35,000/. instead of .50,000/, per 
annum was introduced. A Bill was 'or- 
dcred to be brought in, to carry the Reso¬ 
lution into effect. 

Irish Prrsrrvatiok ov the Peace 
Bill.! Mr. Peel rose, h« said, with con¬ 
siderate regret, to propose an additional 
measure for the preservation of the public! 
tranquillity in Ireland. The House were 
already aware, that be bad introduced k 
measure during the present session, oU the 
same subject, which was then in progresi^ 
and which was to have a permanent ope^ 
ration. When be brought this Bill for¬ 
ward, he had reserved to himself the right, 
should circumstances require it, of bring¬ 
ing in another, of a mere efiective and de¬ 
cisive description. The apprehensions 
which had induced him to make this re¬ 
servation, had since been confirmeti; and, 
however painful the task, be found it ab- 
I soiutely necessary to adopt a system 
which, although perfectly consistent with, 
the established prinoiptes of constitutional 
government, was at variance with those 
maxims of moderation and mildness, by 
which he was desirous the people of Ire¬ 
land should be governed. There was 
something peculiar in the present disturb- 
e.l situation of that country, and in the 
character of the combinations which 
existed among its inhabitants, that ren¬ 
dered it necessary to have recourse to 
some extraordinary measure, of greater 
vigour, and of more limited duration, than 
the BiU'which was then before the House. 
Since he had last addressed the House en 
this pbject, he had endeavoured to col¬ 
lect information from every quarter, aa to 
the state of Ireland; and it was, with parti¬ 
cular pain,' that he had now to state, that 
the disturbances, which existed, were of a 
most alarming description. He regretted 
to state, that in those parts ,of Ireland 
where the laws had been administered 
with the greatest severity, and where the 
greatest numboT of convictiutis had takma 
place, the terror arising from ihoie con¬ 
victions had scarcely survived the cause, 
when new combinations of a more exten¬ 
sive end dangerous character had obtain¬ 
ed birth i and these coaibinateuns were 
carried on with a degree ofsecresy which 
defied the opeimtions of the law, ac H it 
present. existed. Undhr these circum¬ 
stances, it became necessary to intrust the . 
Irish governiHient With a power to be ex¬ 
ercised in one of emergency, of a nature 
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Hjore d«c)ai?e iban that of which they 
Were atr^dy possessed. The proposition 
whicli lie sboold make to meet this end, 
was the revival of the measure which bad 
received the sanction of parliament in 
)d07. lie was sorry that considerable 
odium bad attended the former introdMC* 
tion of this measure, because many of its 
provisions were copied from the act of 
the Irish parliament of 1‘79G, although, 
ill point of extent, it did not go so far. 
The amount of its operation was to permit 
two magistrates to transport idle and dis¬ 
orderly persons. The preamble was co- 

S tied from the Act of 1807, and merely re- 
erred to certain disturbances which exist* 
ed in various parts of Ireland, excited by 
Seditions persons; and be should propose 
it to be limited to the period of two yeafs^ 
The object of the Insurrection Act, or ra* 
therof the, clause to whicli he should now 
propose to revert, was to provide, in case 
any part of the country should be dis¬ 
turbed, or in danger of being disturbed, 
that two justice of the peace should be 
empower^ to summon an extraordinary 
sessions of the magistrates of the county, 
which should consist of seven magistiates, 
who should make a report to the govtrn- 
ment, or the lord lieutenant, that part of 
their disfrict was in a state of disturbance, 
and that the oidinary law of the land was 
inadequate to the preservation of the pub¬ 
lic peace. In this case, it was provided 
that the lord lieutenant, by the advice of 
his privy council, should be empowered 
to issue a pioclamation, commanding all 
prisons residing within the said distuibed 
district, from son-bct to sun-rise, to keep 
within their bouses, and that no person 
should be suffered to be drinking in a pub¬ 
lic-house after the hour of nine o’clock ; 
and furfher, if'they should be detected 
out of their bouses, without being able to, 
shew good cause, they should be consi¬ 
dered as idle and disorderly, and be liable 
to transportation for the period of seven 

{ rears. The law also required that the 
Old lieutenant should order a special 
Bisi-iuns of the peape to be held, at which 
ahi>«e persons should be tried, and, if ne¬ 
cessary, that trial by jury should be dis* 

S ensed with.—There we^e other provi- 
bus, which sanctioned the employment 
of l^e military to quel) disturbances, and, 
in ordgr to facilitate the detection of of¬ 
fenders, enable the magistrates to pay do¬ 
miciliary visits; and upon refusal being 
^ven to open tjbe doors of such homes as 
ipey visited, ediaMing them to enter iJhem 


by fsM-ee. In the present slate of Ireland, 
he thought it wbuld be ao great restric¬ 
tion, where disturbances did exist, to r«. 
quire the inbabitauts to remain wiiliin 
their bouses from sun-set to sun-rise. It 
impossible to deny that this descrip¬ 
tion of measure was an evil; but the 
House had .to decide upon comparative 
evils; and when the dreadful alternative 
to which they would be reduced, if some 
such measure was not adopted, was con¬ 
sidered, he apprehended no doubt could 
exist as to the expediency of adopting it, 
until the occasion for its existence had 
ceased. That the measure would prevent 
the evils of which be complained, he was 
satisfied; and this opinion was founded 
upon a variety of documents which he. 
held in his baud. These documents gave 
the most convincing tesiiniony of the dis¬ 
turbed and alarming state in which Ireland 
now was. Among others was one from 
a respectable magistrate of the county of 
Roscommon, which described the state of 
that county to be most alarming, and la¬ 
mented that the law of the land was inade¬ 
quate to the preservation of the public peace, 
in consequence of the magistiates having 
no power over suspected persons. There 
was another letter from a magistrate of 
equal authority, Mr. Maycock, of the 
county ofWcstmeaih j who, after adverting 
to the atrocities which were everv where 
committing 'within that county, observed, 
that if the legislature would allow domi¬ 
ciliary visits, and require the inhabitants to 
be at home at a paiticoiar hour, tranquil¬ 
lity would soon be restored. It was by 
no means the intention of government to 
have recourse to this Act, even if it should 
be passed, on ordinary occasions ; on the 
coutrary, as with the Act which had been 
passed in 1807, and remained in full force 
till 18IQ, without being acted upon, it was 
intended only to be resorted to, when 
every other effort had failed to quell dis¬ 
turbance. He would wish the House to 
consider the dreadful evils which were 
meant to be corrected. In many parts of 
Ireland, the inhabitants were obliged to 
sit up whole nights to guard themselves 
from assassination; and a letter had been 
put into his hand that day, by an hon; 
baronet, the member for the Queen’s 
coontv (sir H* Parnell), which stated that 
the Caravats were levying contributions 
of 30f. and 40s. each, from the little 
farmers every night, and seising arms and 
ammunition, wherever they could be 
foond. Hs had also jotters in his posses- 
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sion, representing that the Carders were 
in constant activity throughout the county 
of Westmeath, and kept the unfortunate 
inhabitants (whose ofTent'e was perhaps no 
more than by their indusiry being able to 
give a higher rent to their landlords than 
others, their loyalty, or their refusal to 
join these lawless bands) in unceasing ap> < 
prehension of assassination, or having their 
itttle cabins burnt over their beads. In 
addition to these facts, hv had a letter from 
Mr. Wilkes, of Stoke'stown, stating, that a 
band of these miscreants had broken into 
the house of a poor man, and carded both 
himself, his wite, and bis two daughters, 
in the most dreadful manner. The opera¬ 
tion of carding, he bad already stated, to 
be perlormed with a wool caid, with 
which the ilesh was literally torn from the 
bones of tiie unfortunate creatures who 
happened to be exposed to the torture. 
These atrorities, loo, were not committed 
by one patiicuiar sect against another, for 
Protestants and Catholics were alike ex¬ 
posed lu them; and, in a letter from 
Westmeath, it appeared, that a consider¬ 
able number of Konian Catholics had 
been served in this manner. In addition, 
however, to the prevention of these mons¬ 
trous outrages, there was anotlytr motive 
equally strong, which operated as a ground 
for agreeing to the motion with which he 
should conclude, and that was, the fatal 
blow which would be given to the morals 
of the people of Ireland, if such practices 
were allowed longer to exist, without the 
most severe punishment. Ireland had fre¬ 
quently been the scene of similar combi¬ 
nations and disorders- In 17d3, there 
existed the White Boys—-then came the 
Hearts of Oak-—these were followed by 
the Hearts of Steed—and these again by 
the Defenders, the Caravats, the Carders, 
the bhaiiavats, and the Thrashers, all of 
whom had been guilty of great excesses, but 
none^had exceeded in atrocity the combi¬ 
nations which now existed. He did not 
conceive that it was necessary, in catling 
upon the House to revive the Insurrection 
Act, to shew that any conspiracy existed 
dangeroue to the safety of the govern¬ 
ment; it was snlBcient that several dis¬ 
tricts were in a stale of disturbance, and 
that the laws, which were in force, were 
inadequate to the preservation of the pub¬ 
lic peace. He apprehended he bad already 
given evidence sufficient of these facts; 
but if it was necessary, he could refer to 
other proofs of a nature equally satisfac¬ 
tory' He had in his hand a memorial 
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dated November S9, 1813, and signed by' 
3d magistrates of the county ofWestmeatb, 
Slating that the most daring outrages were 
committed in open day, and that assassi¬ 
nations were perpetrated at the places of 
worship, and in the face of a large con¬ 
gregation, without the slightest resistance. 
The same memorial declared the laws, as 
they existed, to be insufficient to prevent 
these atrocities, and suggested the Cxpe^ 
diency of the Insurrection Act of the 47th 
of the King. This was followed by a 
series of resolutions, passed at the Lent 
assizes, in March last, by which the con¬ 
tents of the memorial was confirmed, and 
the revival of the Insurrection Act again 
urged. There was another letter, dated 
the 27th of June last, reciting other acts 
of outrage, and representing the inade¬ 
quacy of the law. To these were added a 
variety of other letters, of late date, alt 
stating, in the most unequivocal terms, the 
excesses which were every where com¬ 
mitted ; and pointing out the necessity of 
affording protection to the unfortunate 
ininbilants, against the lawless attacks of 
the banditti by which the country was in¬ 
fested. The -right hon- gentleman, in 
conclusion, observed, that be was per¬ 
suaded these combinations had not arisen 
from any political feeling ; but lest the 
floating'inasses of disaffection, which were 
dispersed in different parts of the country, 
should be collected by some able hand, he 
considered it highly important that a 
strong measure should be immediately 
adopted, so as at once to stem those dis¬ 
orderly propensities, which, from not 
being properly resisted, would gain addi¬ 
tional strength every day. The right hon. 
gentleman then moved, " That leave be 
given to bring in a Bill to provide for the 
preserving 'and restoring of peace in such 
parts of Ireland as may at any time be 
disturbed by seditious persons entering 
into unlawful combinations or conspi¬ 
racies." 

Mr. Abercromly said, he was far front 
accusing the Irish government of a desire 
to grasp at too much power, but he 
thought they had not asked for this in¬ 
creased proof of the confidence of parlia¬ 
ment in a parliamentary manner. The 
nature and extent of the evil should have 
been made known to the flonse, that it 
might in its wisdom apply the proper 
remedy. Itie best and most correct 
aiannei of proceeding was to refer the 
proper documents to a select or secret com¬ 
mittee, te wluuh there could, in the present 
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tM 9 , b« no objection. The taeesure in 
1807 hftd opt prone through tins form; hut 
this was, ho bchered, because the Bill 
having been prepared by one administra* 
ttOQ and adopted by another, universal 
concurrence had been anticipated, lie 
had then voted agaui't that meaaoic, 
though prepau'd by thoee in wiiom, on 
other subiects, he should have most cun* 
ftded. He hoped, if it was thought abso* 
Juiely necessary, to p3^6 the measure 
speedily, that at least it would be only of 
short duration, that on its lenewal, un eti» 
quiry, though now ounuetl, might be in* 
atitut^. 

Lord CasUercagh said, that be was ad¬ 
verse to the idea of a message from the 
crown upon this ocradon, because it 
Would give too muvh consequence in the 
eyes of Europe to a conspiracy, which 
was not at all of buch a political or for* 
midable character as that wliich some 
years since had unfortunately degraded 
our histuiy, although it gave birth to dis¬ 
turbances so dangerous as to personal se¬ 
curity and personal propcity, in certain 
districts m Ireland, as to tender necessary 
the measure proposed by his right hon. 
friend. As to the proposition ol a com¬ 
mittee of enquiiy, he could not see the 
necessity of such a proceeding, as the dis¬ 
turbances alluded to were so notorious as 
to be admitted on all sides. Indeed, their 
notoriety could not be disputed, and it 
would be recollected, that in consequence 
of this notoriety several gentlemen bad, | 
when, another Bill for preserving the 
peace of Ir* laud w as under discussion, 
called upon ins light hon. friend to bring 
forward a stiunger uieasuie with a view to 
that object. With respect to the ex»%u- 
tion of this nieobure, be thought, that from 
the conduct and character of the Irish go¬ 
vernment, no doubt could be enlertaiiied 
of its foibearance and moderation upon 
that point. 

Sir H. l^amell said, that in common, he 
believed, with every representative of the 
sister country, it would have been more 
agreeable to him, if the state of It eland 
had been discussed in a oosimittee, before 
the pi event measure was jntroduceil. it 
would have been aauch better had the Bill 
come beiote them, founded on, and sup- 
portml by, tire deliberations of a com- 
mitt^ instead of being intioduceri su 
precipilatfly ; becau-p, irom the mode of 
proceeding n«w adopted, it might go loiih, 
that iht House had acted, on the spur ol 
the occBsioni from a strong and general 


feeling of the distiiibed state of Ireland* 
The system ol referring subjects of tliis 
nature, in the first instance, to a c'om- 
iniitee, had been almost uniformly acted 
upon iiitheriu. Tims, when the manu- 
fdetuting dtsiiicis of this country weic 
disturbtd, the subject was cauvaosed in a 
committee, before any Bill was inituduced 
and the veiy same course vras t iken, with 
rchience to the .first Bill brought into 
partiameot, aftr* the Union, for the pur¬ 
pose of securing the tranquillity of Ire¬ 
land. The letters which the light hun. 
gentleman bad rcfcircd to, were, he wav 
convinced, perfectly worthy of credence; 
but still, he coiK cived, they ought to have 
been laid before a committee. He bad 
himself remained in lielaud till the laiier 
end of Apiil, and at that period, much m- 
subordillation certainly existed. With 
respect to the county which he had the 
honour of leprcscuiing, when its local 
situation was considered, it was not difficult 
to assign a reason for any disturbances that 
might have occurred there. That county 
was in part bounded by Tipperary and in 
part by Kilkenny ; and, hebeiieved, that, 
in every case w^here an outrage was 
committed, it was perpetrated by the in¬ 
habitants of the neighbouring counties; 
more particularly by those of Killieuny, 
who, for tliat purpose, entered the (iuoen’s 
county. He was, however, ready to allow 
that the iiihabitaiits of that count}, in 
consequence of the introdnctiou aiuoiigat 
them of an illegal oath, were no longer no 
peaceable as they had been, riom the 
disturbed state of the country, and fiom 
the difiiculty of procuring inrornmiiun, it 
appeared to him necessary that the ma¬ 
gistrates, for the purpose of enforcing the 
laws, should be armed with additional au¬ 
thority ; but he was not friendly to a sys¬ 
tem which did away with the necessity of 
a jury. Magistrates might, he thouglit, 
be allowed to punish to a certain extent, 
but not withQut the intervention of a jury. 
He was extremely happy to find that the 
right bon. gentictiian did not attribute 
these disturbances to any political motives: 
those by whom they were fomented, be 
believed, were of the lowest class, both 
with respect to education and property. 
[Je did not suppose that the most wealthy 
imougst tbem were possessed of more 
ehaii 30/. or 401. per annum. 

Sir K Flood expressed his perfect ap* 
probation of Uie measure proposed, par- 
Mrulaiiy as it was f&vant that the Bill 
should state ^at ceruin parts of Ireland 
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only were in b dietorbed sitafition. He 
wat no less friendly to tbe principle of the 
Bill recently introduced by the right bon. 
gentleman, although be had conceired it 
necessary to oppose particular clauses 
contained in it. He was of opinion that 
the notoriety of a fact was, m many in* 
stances, a fair ground for parliamentary 
proceeding; and with this feeling, he 
thought it would be most dangeroui ’»ut 
it off till next session, for tbe purpose o. 
ferring the business to a committee, what 
ho considered to be a measure of caution 
and mercy to the people of Ireland. This 
measure, he ronteuded, would give notice 
to the deluded inhabitants of the disturbed 
districts, of the inevitable consequences 
which would ensue from a perseverance in 
their disorderly conduct. With respect 
to the county of Wexford, which he le- 
presented. he was bound to observe, that 
it was in a most tranquil state: but ibis 
observation undoubtedly, would not apply 
to Kilkenny or Tipperary; in these 
counties, it was absolutely necessary that 
extraoidinary powers should be placed in 
the hands of the magistrates, for the pur*, 
pose of enabling them to carry the laws 
into effect, and tu preserve the peace of 
tbe country, which must be dear to every 
friend to tbe prosperity of the British em*- 
pirc. The Bill about to be introduced 
was by no means a novel one. It was, in 
fact, little more than the revival of a niea* 
sure which, at a former period, had eflected 
much good in the county he had the ho* 
iiour of representing. The obnoxious 
title of the hill to which he alluded, was, 
however, removed; and tbe new measure 
w’ould appear, not as one intended to put 
dow'n sedition and insurrection, but merely 
to quel! local disturbances. Many of the 
acts of the present government of Ireland 
deserved the highest praise; and none 
more so than their firmness in putting 
down the Catholic board—that junto, who 
professed, falsely, to be tbe fi lends of the 
Catholic body, and who manifested that 
friendship by endeavouring to make the 
population of Ireland enemies to Great 
Britain, ^f whom he should be glad 
to know did that board consist, which 
pretended to regulate tbe interests of 
the Catholics of Ireland I It was con¬ 
stituted of a few professional men, who 
tvere eternally employed in blowing up<' 
the coals of discontent; and, who exerted 
the tiiinost of their power, to set the coun¬ 
try in a flame. There were few men of 
property amongst them, lie knew par¬ 


ticularly in bis own county, a great many 
wealthy Roman Catholics, who absolutely 
shuddered at the mentioii of that abomi¬ 
nable board. It appeared to him that the 
population of difi^rent districts in Ireland 
were not in their senses, and be highly ap¬ 
proved of the intended measure, which he 
doubted not, would tend to restore them to 
estate of sanity. Indeed, be could not 
imagine that any gentleman would think 
of opposing a bill which had for its object 
to make the lower orders of people in 
Iteland go to bed at eun*set, the proper 
time At which every honest, industrious 
roan, whose business rendered it necessary 
fur him to rise early in tbe morning, ought 
to retire to rest. 

Mr. Spencer highly approved of the in¬ 
tended Bill, and ob.served, that if prompt 
and vigorous measures had been long since 
resorted to, Ireland wnutd not have been 
disgraced by the disturbances which now 
predominated there. 

General IJnney said, that being in the 
command of a part of his Majesty’s forces 
in Ireland, he had, on many occasionit, 
witnessed tbe Necessity of a measure, 
similar to that now about to be proposed. 

Mr. Fitzgerald, in answer to what bad 
fallen from sir H. Parnell, observed, that 
the almost utter impossibility of procuring 
information in Ireland, on which an of^ 
fender could be convicted, rendered it ne¬ 
cessary to adopt those measures, of which 
the hon. baronet complained, as inter'* 
fering with the trial by jury. One of the 
great evils against which the Bill was 
meant to provide, arose from the difficulty 
of getting persons to, come forward and 
give evidence. It was most unfortunate, 
that the trial by jury, in those parts of 
Ireland which were disturbed, could not 
be acted on, beneficially for the peace of 
tbe country, because inlormation could 
not be obtained against those who violated 
the laws. It had been urged, as an argu¬ 
ment against the introduction of this mea¬ 
sure, that it was nothing more than the re¬ 
newal of the Insurrection Bill, which had 
produced very little eftect. This, how¬ 
ever, was a mistake. Tbe Insurrection 
Bill liad produced a very powerful and ex¬ 
tensive effect in Ireland; the very hame 
of it had operated beoefirially. Whe¬ 
ther those who fomented the' disturbances 
possessed great or little property, was not 
a matter for tbe consideration of the 
House. They had only to decide, whe¬ 
ther, under existing circumstances, they 
would arm government with extraordinary 
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powerfi} antl> whtn tliey rBcollpoted the 
nitldn«R8 and forbearance wbicli marked 
the course of proceedings adopted by ttie 
llrish government, he had no doubt that 
they would invest theui with that autho* 
rite which was now called for. 

lord Jocelyn gave fiis most unqualified 
assent to the measure ot the right hon. 
gentleman ; whub he was ot opinion, 
would tend to introduce, amongst all 
classes of society in Ireland, that cordial 
unanimity, so necessary to the welfare of 
the country. After what the right hon. 
gentleman had stated, he thought not an 
hour should be lost in restoring the tran* 
quillity of Ireland. 

Mr. Z>. lirome said, be was not present 
when the Bill, lately introduced b}’ the 
right hon. gtntlcman, for preserving the 
peace of Ireland, was read a second time. 
He had, however, hoard the consiitniional 
speech of the right hon. gentleman when 
he ptopostd that Bill; and he would be 
most happy t giving his utmost support 
to any measure founded on the same wise 
and liberal principles. 

Sir..N. Cblthurtt, while be lamented the 
cause which rendered the proposed mea¬ 
sure necessary, approved of it in the 
highest degree. lie was, at the same time, 
happy to stall, that that part of Ireland 
which he represenltd (Cork) was perfectly 
tranquil. 

Leave was then givin to bring in the 
Bill. 


TIOUSR OF LORDS. 

Monday, July, 11. 

Slave Tkade.] l<ords ]')onda8, Brakinc, 
Buckinghamshire, and Stdmouth, piesent- 
ed a vaiiety of Petitions against the Slave 
Trade, which were laid on the table. 

Earl SiatJtopc said, that he had an itn- 
mense number of petitions to present 
against the Slave Trade; and cKpressed 
his wish that more of the ministers had 
been present, that they might see the in¬ 
terest with which the pubhe took intbt 
suh)ect, and be thereby Induced to pay 
eveiy possible attention to the wishes of 
the two Houses of Parliameoti and of the 
nation. 

The I/urd Chanecllnr said, that all the 
mintliWs would no doubt hear of the no¬ 
ble l<ft#s petitions; and he assured him 
that they had already felt every disposi¬ 
tion to consult the wishes of the two 
Houses of Parlisment, and of the public, 
on this subject. 
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The Petitions were theft presented to 
(he number of about 30 or 40, and laid on 
the table. 

Lord Holland concurred in bis noble 
friend’s observation; and rejoiced at the 
spirit manifested by the country on the 
subject of the Slave Trade, and was satis¬ 
fied that the efforts of the abolitionists, it 
persevered in, would be attended with 
success. He had not, indeed, altered his 
opinion. He was convinced that the best 
opportunity of extinguishing this nefa¬ 
rious traffic had been lost, and lost thiough 
the indifference of the negocialors. Nucli 
was the impiession produced in his mind 
by the article in the Treaty, and it had 
been confirmed by rumours, and the 
manner in which all disclosure of tlie ne- 
gociations had been resisted; hut, yet, 
the public voice, if loudly raised, would 
compel the ministers to exert ibemstlvcs, 
and it they had not an oppoitunity so ob- 
vjou'.ly favouiable for enforcing the wishes 
of the comilry, they ha»l yet a fair pros¬ 
pect of success it they those to improve 
it. Austria, l*iu<sia, and more parliculail}' 
Eusda, were said to be not only willing, 
but earnest and eager to procure the re¬ 
cognition of the illegality and injustice of 
the Slave Trade, of putting a final stop to 
this tiaflic in human misery and blood. 
He and some others might think that 
they should have, insisted on Fiaiue ac¬ 
ceding to the abolition. I'hey had, how¬ 
ever, lost the opportunity of dictating lavs< 
on such a subject, and some might ques¬ 
tion the right, other.s the prudence of do¬ 
ing so ; but on one topic there could be 
no difference of opinion. Those who held 
the iudependenre of nations the highest, 
had never said that the exclusion of any 
country’s productions was a violation of 
Its independence. Let the great powers 
of the North and of Germany exclude 
from their ports all colonial produce from 
stales that had'not abolislicd the Trade. If 
they were sincere they would do so; and 
if they did, the interests (li unfortunately 
any interests were held dearer than those 
of honour and of justice,) as well as the 
humanity and justice of France, and still 
more of Portugal and Spain, would lead 
them to agree to the abolition. Portugal 
and Spain drew more produce from iheit 
colonies than they could consume. If 
they •could not export their produce, it 
would not be worth theirwbile to desolate 
Africa and outrage human nature to in¬ 
crease their productions. We could urge 
this policy with the better grace, now Hoi* 
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land had acceded tn the abolition^ because 
we could no longer expose ourselres to 
the imputation or suspicion of haring our 
cooiniercial interests or monopoly in view, 
when BO extensive and commercial a co< 
lonial power was to share it with us. 
Lord Holland praised the conduct of the 
government in Holland in, very strong 
terms, and said he was highly gratihed, 
and not surprised at finding at the foot of 
that instrument of mercy and justice, that 
monument of the true wisdom and mag¬ 
nanimity of the Dutch government, the 
name of Mr. Faick, for it was not the 
mere partiality of a friendship (of which, 
however, he was proud) which induced 
him to declare, that be knew no man in 
any country more capable of judging what 
was right, and none more inflexibly de¬ 
termined to pursue it than that gentleman. 
He was, indeed, well worthy of being dis¬ 
tinguished for bis patriotism, aeai, and 
talents, even in his country, fertile as it 
had bemi from the cradle of its liberties^ 
and, indeed, at all times in great and 
splendid characters, lie thought, that 
Holland would co-operate with us in urg¬ 
ing all the powers inimical to the 'rrade,u> 
exclude the colonial productions of those 
who continued to be guilty of it. The 
interests of France were not so much con¬ 
cerned in the continuance of the Trade as 
had been represented. She had many 
demands for her capital, and no diliiculty 
in employing it, if she had any. She 
might want capital, but she hardly re¬ 
quired more trades or speculations, than 
she bad wherein to embark it. There never 
was a time—there never would be a time, 
when she could abolish the Trade with 
less hardship to individuals, with less in¬ 
convenience to her subjects or herself. 
He thought, after Spain and Portugal 
owed, as they did, their very existence to 
Great Britain, we might, without any vio¬ 
lation of their rights, assume a higlier tone 
with them, and insist upon their agreeing 
to respect the happiness of Africa, in re¬ 
turn for our having secured theirs. Of 
Spain, indeed, if the heart-breaking re¬ 
ports he had heard were true, little good, 
ui principle or conduct, was to be expect¬ 
ed ; for it was said, that the king of that 
country was employed in arresting and 
persecuting those to whom he owed bis 
kingdom and bis Uberty—a conduct at 
which not only the friends of freedom, 
hut the moral sense of mankind must re¬ 
volt with horror and disgust. Lord Hol¬ 
land added, that even if the total aboli- 

(voL.xxvin.) 
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tion of the Trade could not be accom" 
plished, some sacrifices of territory or 
money might recover Senegal; it was a ' 
possession of little value to France. The 
abolition had been mdre complete tbeie 
than elsewhere, and had been productive 
of the best efliects.< A person, in authority, 
bad written from thence to say, that the 
face of the country was gradually improv* 
,ing; but that, if the colony was ceded to a 
slavertrading power, not less than 20,000 
victims would be hurried, in the first year, 
from their homes, and conveyed in the 
holds of slave ships to misery and degra^ 
dation. Yet, formerly, nut above a tenth 
of that number was exported from the 
same coast anonaily—a proof of the im> 
provement which three or four years sus¬ 
pension of the Trade bad produced, and a 
proof, too, of the havoc and destruction. 
Its renewal would occasion. 

Lord Holland then presented his Peti¬ 
tions, which were ordered to be laid on 
the table. 

Congress at Vienna.] Lord Holland 
seeing a noble lord now in his place wished 
to put a question to him on the subject of 
the approaching Cuogress. The noble 
lord would not suspect bim of a wish to 
obtain iniormation on those points which 
could not, with any regard to propriety, be 
at present made public. He found in the 
Treaty of Peace the following words:— 

“ Within two months all the powers, who 
have been engaged on either side, in the 
present war, shall send plenipotentiaries to 
Vienna, to regulate, in a general Congress, 
the arrangements necessary to complete 
the stipulations of the present Treaty.^* 
Now, be wished to know from ministers 
what powers were considered as coming 
under this description i If indupuntlent 
states were meant, then all powers, who 
were independent at the breaking out of 
the war between England and Franco, weie 
invited to this general Congress. He took 
into bis view a number of principalities 
and states formerly existing in Eur^e, 
but in a particular manner the republic of 
Genoa, because it had surrendered to his 
Majesty’s arms, and because wo were, 
(herefoie, more peculiarly called on to at- 
teml to that than any of &e others. He 
understood, that after purrendoring, the 
people of the town received, from lord 
William Bentinck, aa assurance, that they 
would be re-i»stated in their ancient rights 
and privileges; and that a proclamation 
was issaed,re-estublishiiig, as fer aspossible 
(2 13 ) 
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the ancicnl order of things.. A provhionid 
goveronienti as like the old government as 
possiblet was appointed^ and the reason 
assigned was, that it was the wish of the 
fteople to return to the form of govern- 
jnent under which they had so long en¬ 
joyed prosperity and liberty. This country 
had never acknowledged the Ligurian Ke> 
public, or its annexation to France. If 
the ancient states existing in Europe, be- 
fwe the war between England and France, 
were in the eye of the government of this 
country, when they subscribed this Treaty, 
then (^noa, before the war, was an inde- 
endentaovereigaty. He wished then to 
now, whether Genoa and the other prin¬ 
cipalities and states of Europe, in a similar 
aituation, were considered as entitled to 
send deputies to this Congress, and if they 
should send such deputies, whether they 
would be received? If the noble lord 
should answer this question in the negative, 
then he would follow up this question by 
a motion on the object. He trusted and 
boped that the territory of no country 
would be disposed of, in the Congress, 
without having deputies from that country, 
at the Congren. If they did otherwise, 
thejr would sanction the jprinciple of the 
partition, against which this country had 
always remonstrated. 

The Earl of Liverpool said, the question 
of the noble lord involved some considera¬ 
tions of great delicacy, respecting which 
he hardly knew what answer could at pre¬ 
sent be made. He would infofm the noble 
lord, however, that the description of 
states, understood to be comprehended in 
the Treaty, as having a right to send 
deputies to the Congress, was all those 
countries, who were in a state of indepen¬ 
dence at the breaking out of the late war, 
god who were, cfe ^lo, engaged in the 
late war, either with the allies or with* 
France. By the late war was understood 
the war since 160 S; though Austria, 
Prussia, and Kussia, bad had several 
ruptures, negociations, and pacibcations, 
in the ooui'se of that period. But he did 
nut conceive that the clause was binding 
on any power but those which were, « 
/wto. independent powers, and engaged in 
tdie last general warfare with France. 

Ij^rd JBidland said, hiji question was 
direct^ to what the fate of the countries 
menteanpd by him was to be; he was 
isware, that any treaty or twrangement 
^pould only be .obligatory on the persons 
who signed it. He knew well enough, ^at 
Chsnoa, Hesse <2aM«^ or baedioia, were not 


bound by the late Treaty; but bis ques¬ 
tion was, whether they were entitled to 
send deputies to the Congress, and if they 
sent them, whether they would be rea 
ceived ? If the noble loid could not give 
an answer to bia question in this stage of 
the business, he hoped and trusted that the 
fate of such powers, as had no deputies in 
the Congress, would not there be decided 
on. 
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Montlay, July 11. 

Answeu of the Duke of York to the 
Vote of Thanks.J Ihe Speaker ac¬ 
quainted the House, that he had received, 
from Field Marshal his royal highness the 
duke of York, the following letter, in return 
to the Thanks of the House, on Wednesday 
last. 

“ Horse Guards, 8tb July, 1814. 

“ Sir; 1 have received your letter, dated 
yesterd^, transmitting the unanimous 
vote of Thanks of the House of Commons 
to his Majesty's army, for the services ren¬ 
dered their king and country; and, ac¬ 
cording to the desire of the House, 1 shall 
not fail to communicate, in the handsome 
terms, m which the vote is expressed, the 
sense the House entertain of the merito¬ 
rious and eminent services of the officers, 
and the exemplary and gallant behaviour 
of the non-commissioned officers and pri¬ 
vates, during the war. 

“ In expressing the pride 1 feel in the 
opportunity thus aflbraed me, of distri¬ 
buting the acknowledgements of the Com¬ 
mons of the United Kingdom, to the dif¬ 
ferent corps of the army, 1 must not omit 
to convey to the House, through you, Sir, 
an assurance of the high gratification 1 
have derivetl from the ThanKs which yon 
have, by their command, conimunicated to 
me personally, foe the services 1 have en¬ 
deavoured to render the country m tfao 
command of its military force. 

** I am truly sensible. Sir, of the in¬ 
dulgent view the House take of such ser¬ 
vices when they attribute the state of per¬ 
fection to which the army has arrived, to 
the organiaation which they are pleased 
tq consider, Uiat 1 have been instrumental 
in effectingGratified, as 1 am by so high 
a testimonial of my individual exertions, 
in a cause which has ever been the 
anxious object of my life, it is incumbent 
upon me to assure the House, that my en¬ 
deavours could scarcely fail of success, 
when followed up by the patriotic neal 
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which eharftcterieei this great country :— 
If, under such circumstances, I may have 
contributed to the permanent regulation 
of our military system, I am amply re* 
compensed by the acknowledgmenta of 
the House of Commons; and I feel happy, 
in the consideration of any facility which 
such endeavours, on my part, may have 
given to the duke of Wellington in the 
execution of the arduous services he has 
so gloriously achieved, and which have 
so deservedly ranked bis grace among the 
Brst captain's of the age. I am. Sir, your's, 
"Fuederick, Commander in Chief.” 

Mad>HOUSES Bill.] On the question, 
that the Private Mad*bou8e Bill be read a 
third tune. 

Lord Rohtri Stymaur spoke as follows: 
—Sir, I have bad much communication 
with the licensed Mad'houses of this town, 
and I owe it to the keepers of such of them ] 
as have come within my observation, to 
declare, that their patients are treated with 
the utmost tenderness and humanity. 
The houses, indeed, in which these un* 
fortunate persons live, having been built 
for other purposes (chiefly for the use of 
small private families), are little calcu* ; 
lated to promote the health or comfort of 
their inhabitants. 1 live, Sir, in a parish (I 
mean that of Mary*le'bone) which main* 
tains its insane poor in a licensed house; 
and it is the practice of that parish, by the 
medical staff of their infirmary, frequently 
to visit them. The staff, consisting of 
a physician, surgeon, and apothecary, 
examine, every month, the insane paupers, 
both as to the state of their minds and of 
their bodily health. They see their bed* 
rooms>—they inspect their beds—and they 
report, in writing, to their employers, the 
guardians of the poor, the result of their 
examination. Now, Sir, 1 have not men* 
tioned this circumstance, to do honour to a 
parish, with the management of which I 
am personally much connected, but I have 
stated it, in the hope of leading other Lon¬ 
don parishes into the practice 1 have de¬ 
scribed. It is, bir, the miserable poKey of 
many, indeed 1 might say of most of those 
parishes, to keep their poor, when mentally 
deranged, in their work^houses; in which, 
there being no other means of confine¬ 
ment, the unfortunate lunatic is generally 
consigned to; and, for a great length of 
time, confined in a straight waistcoat. 
Thus, Sir, being much aggravated, and 
more unskillfully treated than he would 
be in a mad-house, be becomes less likely 
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to he restored to sanity of mind. The 
maintenance. Sir, of a pauper, in a London 
workhouse, costs his parish six shillingg 
weekly—in a mad-house, the maintainance 
of a pauper, costs it ten shillings; and, it 
appears to me, that to the small difference 
between these tvTo sums, the interest of 
one*baif, at least, of the insane poor of 
London is perfectly sacrificed. I am sorry 
to say. Sir, that in all my communications 
with mad'faooseafand they have been very 
frequent) I have obsef-ved, that the patients 
of them are very seldom visited by their 
relations or friends. Now surely, Sir, in 
the degree our feelings prompt us to turn 
our backs on these unhappy persona, in thu 
tame degree does our duty urge us to at¬ 
tend to and watch them. They are. Sir, 
perfectly dead to all the intercourse of 
social life; and worse than dead, with re¬ 
spect to the impression their fate leaves 
on the minds of their relatives and friends. 
When a man loses a friend, the first burst 
of grief being at an end, he fosters and en¬ 
courages every idea that leads bis mind 
to the recollection of his departed friend; 
whereas every thought, connected n^ith in¬ 
sanity, is BO degrading to our’nature, and so 
bumbling to our pride, that we make a 
point of keeping it from our minds. With 
these impressions. Sir, 1 cannot but be 
highly friendly to the Bill now before the 
House. I am sanguine enough to think 
that It will go a great way to secure the 
objects of it against improper, by which 
1 mean unnecessary detention; and I can¬ 
not doubt but, by the visitation it imposes, 
it will much improve tbe conditions of ail 
persons confined under insanity. Indeed, 

I Sir, I believe that the very agitation of the 
‘ Bill has had the latter effect to a conside¬ 
rable amount. 1 believe, too. Sir, that it 
has improved the practice of one public 
hospital, 1 mean that of Bethlem, by 
softening its severity towards its patients* 
1 have. Sir, within these few weeks, seen 
tbe unfortunate maniac, Norris, who has 
beeii,l believe, more than once nienii<med 
in this House. Finding him fastened to 
hh bed’s head by an iron collar atid chain, 
strong enough to hold a bull or horse, 1 
was e ftremi'ly sui prised to hear him ex¬ 
press his tbankfuilness to his keepers, for 
the liberty he now enjoys. My surprise, 
Sir, however, soon ceased, on my learning 
ironi Noriis, as well aa from those about 
him, tnat he bad been lately exonerated 
from tno third parts of the iron which he 
had worn finr 13 years past, night and day, 
in bis bed. Now, Sir, this olffbrtunate 
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mftnjac ismion*! enough to admit, is do 1, | 
liiat It laay have been lottg necessary to I 
enchain him, bat he ccnieods, as do I, 
that !t cannot have been so completely to 
encase him in iron, as has been the prac*- 
lice for a long series of years. Now, Sir, 
vrUh this lact before me, I cannot say that 
Belhlem is the hospital which 1 wish to 
exempt from the intended visitation. I 
knoa', Sir, that among the governors there 
is very much of benevolence; but, 1 fear, 
that amongst them, likewise, there has been 
some little apathy, to use a respectable 
alderman's late exfM'ession.when lie spoke 
in Newgate, as to the sufferers within the 
tsralls of Bethlem.—1 beg pardoh for having 
trespassed so long on the House. What I 
have said has been offered from a sense of 
duty. 

Mr. Alderman Smith, Mr. Bennet, sir 
.T. Shaw, Mr. P. Carew, and Mr. liose, ex* 
pressed their opinions also in its favour; 
after which, the Bill was read a third time, 
and passed. 

Loro Cocheanx.]) Lord Ebrington ob¬ 
served,, that halving seen in one of the 
news-papers, that a day had been ap¬ 
pointed for putting lord Cochrane in the 
pillory, he wished to know, whether it was 
the intention of the crown to remit that 
part of the sentence of the court of King's* 
bench r 

Lord Castlereagh replied, that it was 
usual for the court to nx a day for carry¬ 
ing its sentence into execution. As to 
what the crown might be advised to do, 
his lordship was really not prepared to 
' give an answer. The question had, in the 
ordinary course, been brought under the 
notice of the crown, by a Petition from 
ohe of the parties, Mr. Butt, who had so¬ 
licited for mercy. That petition hE4 
been put in the regular course, and a 
reference had been made to the judge, 
after which the decision of the crown 
would bp made. As the subject was in a 
train of enquiry, he thought that it would 
not be expedieUt for parliament to in¬ 
terfere. 

Loni Mringim said, that as the noble 
lord couhi give him no mformation, he 
would submit a motion to the House upon 
the Mfbjeot. 

LdftI tkatlereagh added, that he should 
deprefedfe any motion, since the crown 
Was (he fodiitain of morcy, and the House 
had no jurisdiction. If thv nobie lord did 
isist, he would recommend, that the day 
ed miglit be as late as possible, in ordw 
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that in the meantime the decision of the 
proper authority might be made. 

Lord Eiritigton rejoined, that liis motion 
would be for an address to the ciown, 
praying, that that part of the sentence, that 
related to the pillory, might be mitigated, 
on the ground of lord Cochrane's profes¬ 
sional services. 

Lord Ots/fereagft remarked, that it would 
be a delicate question, whetiier the profes¬ 
sional services of lord Cochrane placed 
him upon a different footing to that of the 
other prisoners. He ho|>ed, that a distant 
day would be named for the motion. 

Lord Ehington named to-morrow se’n- 
night. 

Mr. 7^emiy wished to know, whether 
the judge’s report would be made by that 
day } 

Mr. WUihread asked, whether the cases 
of all the parties would be considered 
under Mr. Balt’s petition, or whether only 
that of the individual, were all the cases 
referred to the judge ? 

liord Castlereagh was not prepared to 
give any decisive answer, but he appre- 
bended that all the cases would be in¬ 
cluded in the consideiatton of the judge 
who tried the cause. 

The Attorney General said, that the re¬ 
ference to the judge was made, that the 
crown might receive the requisiie infor¬ 
mation. It did not necessarily follow, that 
the judge would give any opinion upon 
the propriety of remitting the sentence, 
that was a matter for the decision of the 
crown. 

Mr. Whitbread noticed a previous case, 
where the Secretary of State had informed 
him, tiiat the judge was called upon to 
to give an opinion. 

The Attotnty General replied, that it was 
true, that the judge might include his 
own opinion, but it was not indispensably 
I necessary that he should do so. 

I 

Aemy Estimates.] Lord Palmerston 
having moved the order of the day, for 
going into a committee of supply, 

; Mr. Fremantle said, he felt it his duty to 
deliver to the House his opinions on the 
i present state of the expenditure of the 
army. It was to be recollected, that the 
estimates laid before the House were for 
the service of the year, from the 24th of 
December fast to the same time in the 
present year. In these estimates the re¬ 
dactions from the sum voted fbriast year, 
were Only two millions, and thone eventual. 
Now, as far as economical arrangements 




in oar internal system ot defiance contd be 
followed, they might have been adopted as 
early as April last; by the i-edaction thas 
effected, a greater saving than oiie>6igbth 
(which was all the reduction at pfesent) 
of the whole expenditure would have been 
cflected. If as much of zeal had been 
used by the government in the reduction 
of the expenditure of the country, at pre¬ 
sent, as they had formerly shewn of energy 
in proposing enlarged scales of expendi¬ 
ture, they would have been even more 
entitled than they actually were to the 
liberal praise of the country. When the 
details of the estimates presented were 
looked into, they would appear more ob¬ 
jectionable ; five millions were required 
for the foreign troops in the service of this 
country, and the militia. Now, on these 
blanches alone, a saving could have been 
elfceted, if early and cflectual measures 
had been adopted, as great as all that 
which was more held out. For the stall' 
and garrisons, volunteers, local militia, 
commissariat, &c. there was a charge of 
seven millions, on which alone there might 
have been a i eduction of much more than 
two millions. As to the general officers, 
he agreed m the principle, that they were 
entitled to a laiger pay than they had 
formerly enjoyed. There was one thing, 
howevet, to be comidered in this regula¬ 
tion, that those who were now captains or 
inferior ofDceis, would go on in rank 
duMiig the peace; yet, when they became 
general officers, it would not be said, that 
they were entitled to so large a pay as 
those who had been actually efficient of¬ 
ficers of higher rank during the war.—• 
The bon. gentleman then observed, that it 
was extraordinary, that no one of his Ma¬ 
jesty's minisieis had given any bint of the 
probable reduction on the peace establish¬ 
ment : it was true, details mightbe difficult, 
but some general grounds might be given> 
It appealed, however, that they were to 
retiini to their constituents, after the suc¬ 
cessful termination of the war, from most 
extraordinary exertions, without any op¬ 
portunity of announcing to them any re¬ 
duction of their burthens; but, on the con¬ 
trary, after having voted all the estimates 
on the same scale of expenditure as those 
of last year. As there was a probability 
and universal expectation of a permanent 
peace, we should have recurred to the 
ptinciples of expenditure which we had 
acted on before the war. It was true, that 
we were still at war with America; but it 
was impossible to conceive that America 
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could long contend with tbu country; and 
negociai'ions had been entered into, with 
every prospect of a happy termination. 

It was, therefore, not without some cause 
being shewn, that we should depart 
from the scale of expenditure of 1784. 
At that time the expence of staff and gar¬ 
risons was 6,4001. now seldom so little as 
bOO.OOOt. The ordnance was 400,0002. 
now between four and five millions. The 
civil list was 865,0001. uow 1,200,0002.' 
The other items had increased in propor¬ 
tion. The interest oi the debt was taen 
nine millions; it would at present be more 
than forty millions, when the whole was 
funded; yet, though then there was so . 
much less need of reduction, the whole 
expenditure was 14,400,000/. about five 
millions more titan the interest of the 
debt. It was the bounden doty of the 
House to look to the lowest scale to which 
the expenditure could be reduced. The 
hon. gentleman concluded by saying, that 
he should not object to the items of the 
estimates. 

Mr. Bennet said, that among the various 
branches of military expenditure to this 
country, the army in Sicily was one, re¬ 
specting which he wished to know the 
intention of his Majesty's ministers. 
While we were at war, Sicily was of im¬ 
portance, as a military station; hot as we 
were now at peace with the nations on all 
the shores of the Mediterranean, it was 
the duty of the House of Commons not to 
allow an army to be supported in that 
island, for the purpose of maintaining the 
sovereign against the people. Under onr 
influence, many important revolutions had 
been cficcted in that island. The queen 
bad ‘been banished, and the hereditary 
prince set up instead of the king. The 
old Norman conslitution, which contained 
more than any constitution in Europe, the 
seeds of those establishments, of whicfi we 
were so proud, had been destroyed, and 
in ita stead a most singular one establish¬ 
ed; which, in theory, Vvas liberty; in prac¬ 
tice, oppression. There had been, indeed, 
a parliament which sat for a mdUth, trat 
when it bad attempted to remedy some 
enormities in the civil list, it had been 
dispersed at the point of the bayonet; and 
a proclamation had been poblisbed, threat¬ 
ening, with death, the disturbers puhlie 
order. He trusted the noble lord (Uastle- 
reagh) would give some satisfaction on 
this subject. .The bon. gentleman then 
adverted to the hard rircomsiaoces in 
which the veteran battalions were placed; 
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iirhtchi though composed of worn oot men, 
had been sent on foreign service; and the 
oflieers, too, were cut ofl' from the hopes 
of promotion. He repeated bis opinions 
of the former year, respecting tlie cavalry 
regulations, which bad succeeded in tak« 
ing away things roost useful, and substi* 
tuting things scarcely even ornamental. 
Under the present regulations, it would be 
better, that the cavalry colonels should 
have nothing to do with the clothing of 
their regiments, for they were often con¬ 
siderably losers. 

lord Pabnertum said, that the board, 
which had drawn up the cavalry regula¬ 
tions, was composed of the most distin¬ 
guished officers, and their opinions were 
more likely to be accurate than that of 
any individual: if the bon. gentleman, 
however, brought the subject under dis¬ 
cussion, he should be ready to meet him. 
As to the veterans, it was intended to dis¬ 
continue them as battalions, and to con¬ 
tinue the officers on full pay, and the pri¬ 
vates on such an allowance as the Chelsea 
board should think lit. These battalions 
were composed of men who, though not 
fit for Active service abroad, were thought 
able to sustain the less severe duty of gar¬ 
risons. The reason why the usual prac¬ 
tice of keeping these troops at home had 
been departed from, was the unprecedent¬ 
ed demand on the country for military 
force* Although they bad been sent 
abroad, they had been stationed in garri¬ 
sons, only in Madeira or North America, 
so that the severity of the service was not 
increased; and every attention had been 
paid to the comfort of the individuals. 
So little hardship was there in the case of 
the officers, tbi^ more applications were 
mode for commissions in the veteran bat¬ 
talions, than could be aUended to. It 
was very easy to say, that reductiobs 
ought to be maiw j but, in details, be defied 
any person to show, that economy bad 
bew neglected. It was impossible to re¬ 
duce the regiments^ill all the battalions 
returned; but orders had been issued to 
reduce the cavalry regiments within 
reach} the troops hating been reduced 
from 10 to 6, ^ number of men in each 
troop from 80 to 60k As to the reduction 

Urn militia, Ac. as early as April last, 
kwna to be recollected, the number of 
FreaflhiHMsoners, for whose safe custody 
we bad lo^ovide. All posdble progress 
was m the reduction of the mihtia; 
all regimenta that could be spared being 
marched bacic to tbmr counties to be dis- 
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banded. As to the stafi', it could not be 
reduced till the troops to which it was at¬ 
tached bad returned home. It was suffi¬ 
cient that the peace establishment, in ge¬ 
neral, would be formed on the most eco¬ 
nomical arrangements. As to the pay of 
general officers, it was proposed to in¬ 
crease the pay of those who had not regi¬ 
ments, from 11. 12«. dtf. to H. IBs., which 
would make, in all, an income of 7001. a 
year. It would still, however, be a mark 
of distinction and of advantage to possess 
regiments; but those, who were not of that 
opinion, might give them up and receive 
the increased pay.—-The noble lord, ad¬ 
verting to the guards, observed, that such 
officers of that body, as became general 
ofiicers, would be wholly relieved from 
regimental duty, with regard to which, 
indeed, such officers were heretofore 
found quite inefficient in certain cases. 
These officers, then, being so relieved, 
the captains and other officers likely to 
succeed them, would gain in rapidity of 
promotion. As a farther provision fur the 
officers of the guards, who, from their ser¬ 
vices, he thought peculiarly entitled to 
the consideration of the House, the noble 
lord said, that he proposed to grant to the 
first major of the first regiment, which 
consisted of Uiree battalions, <JOOl. a year: 
to the first majors of the second and third 
regiments, each of which consisted of only 
two battalions, 7001. a year: to tlie cap¬ 
tains of the several regiments of guards, 
he proposed to grant bOOL u year, but 
on balf-pay, be proposed an addition of 
sot. a year, to the ordinary allowance to 
the captains of the first regiment, who ap¬ 
peared to have a stronger claim; and 301. 
a year to the captains of the other two 
regiments; to the lieutenants of the army 
who bad had an additional pay of one 
shilling a day, he proposed to grant an 
addition of six-penre a day on half-pay; 
the half-pay of ensigns he proposed to fix 
at three shillings a day. The noble lord 
concluded with some general observation 
in support of the proposed arrangement. 

General Gasec^ thought, that- as the 
committee would be the proper place for 
going into details, any observations npon 
them would be inappropriate open the 
motion before the Heme. 

Mr. P(mtoiiiy said, that he had some 
observatiou to make which applied to the 
principle of the miAitm. That the mili¬ 
tary establishment of the empire could 
oot be consiitentiy reduced to the standard 
at which it stood previous to the war, be 
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was ready to admit; but he contended, 
that every excess, beyond that standard, 
ought to be justified upon its own grounds. 
The excess, created by the acquisition of 
Malta, the Mauritius, and other places, 
by the late war, cleariy admitted of justi* 
fication ; but no farther excess than that 
which was equally necessary should be 
tolerated; and, exclusive of such points as 
he bad alluded to, our military establish¬ 
ment ought to be cotifiiied to that which 
existed previous to the revolutionary war. 
The noble lord had observed, that our mi¬ 
litary establishment roust be regulated by 
the amount of force maintained by oilier 
European powers, aud be confessed^ that 
he was much surprised at this observation. 
Certainly it was not very consistent with 
the statement of another noble lord (Ca$< 
tlereagh), that we had now to look for a 
long, a profound, and unsuspicious peace; 
if so, it could not follow, that because 
Russia, or Austria, or any other power, 
maintained SO or 40,000 troops more than 
usual, this country should be encumbered 
with the support of an additional military 
force. Unless, indeed, the statement of 
the noble Secretary foi foreign affairs was 
too sanguine, the doctrine of the noble 
lord who spoke last, was quite untenable. 
—Here the right hon. gentleman alluded 
to the state of Sicily, and the views of 
government with regard to that country. 
Upon this subject, respecting which, be 
did not mean to pronounce any blame 
upon ministers, he felt himself unable to 
form any opinion, for he could not under¬ 
stand the case. Indeed, it appeared, at 
present, unintelligible, and perhaps it was 
not yet expedient to give any explana¬ 
tion. 

Lord Cattlereagh said, the House and 
the right bon. gentleman must be aware 
that the affairs of Sicily were at present 
in a very critical state. That country 
had, DO doubt, great claims upon Oreat 
Britain: it was entitled to expect, that we 
should actively interest ourselves in its fa¬ 
vour ; and he could say, that nothing in 
our power would be wantine to contribute 
to its future advantage. With respect to 
the right bon. gentleman's allusion to the 
character of the peace, he could not help 
observing, that rather an exaggerated 
picture was presented hy the right bon. 
gentleman upon that subject, for the 
House and the country could not dismiss 
from lu mind, that, however deliberately 
the peace with France might have been 
formed, much yet remained to be done. 
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It would be recollected, that all the terri¬ 
tory regained from Fruice was yet to be 
distributed; and^ under all the circum¬ 
stances of the case, he submitted it would 
be quite irapoisibte as yet to reduce our 
military establishmeiit to the standard 
which some gentlemen had in view, at 
least to that which existed twenty years 
ago. It must also be borne in mind, that 
very material changes had taken place in 
the external relations and internal condi¬ 
tion of the several nations of Eorope, 
which it would be expedient to consider 
before any resolution should be adopted 
with regard to the future amount of our 
military force* Recurring to Sicily, he 
was not prepared to give any precise in¬ 
formation upon that point at present, but 
he could assure the House that due atten¬ 
tion would be paid to the state and desti¬ 
nies of that counti^. 

Mr. Bankea deprecated the idea of leav¬ 
ing this country in any degree dependent 
upon the discretion of other powers, and 
referred to the arrangement proposed by 
that great statesman, Mr. Pitt, as to the 
amount of our military force, upon a 
peace establishment, in order to guide the 
judgment of the House, who ought to bear 
in mind, that while men were influenced 
by their passions, the jealousy or insta¬ 
bility of nations was not likely to cease, 
and that it would be absurd in this coun¬ 
try to calculate upon a security from war. 
Therefore be would always recommend, 
that due provision should be made against 
the visitation of such a calamity, which, 
at least, was not more improbable in future 
times, than it had been previous to the re¬ 
volutionary war. The non. member con¬ 
cluded, with observing, that adequate pie- 
paratinn ancj vigorous exertion was ever 
the best mode of terminating, if it did not 
revent a war; and that, if that principle 
ad been acted upon, the war, which sepa¬ 
rated the American states from Great 
Britain, would have been much sooner 
brought to an end, with most probably a 
very diflerenl result. 

Lord Newark said, that the officers of 
the guards would suffer through the ar¬ 
rangement proposed by the noble lord; 
and injsupport of this assertion, be quoted a 
statement lately presented to the com¬ 
mander-in-chief. From this statement, 
be showed that those officers wouldsofler; 
and he maintained, that from the important 
services whirh the guards had rendered 
throughout the war, the officers of that 
meritorious corps should nut have to com- 
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plain «f any redaction or deficiency ip 
tfieir 

Mr. W. Smith roold nat help thinking 
that we night do With a less eitablish- 
ment than we bad in 1702. It was im< 
posaihlc not to allow that our military 
chat't ter must go lor something; and 
the nation besides was in a state of in> 
teinai tranquillity. As to our foreign esta* 
blishment, no very numerous force could 
be necessary; for instance, in India there 
was certainly less occasion for a powerful 
army, than at the time when the French 
had so much control m that countr}^. He 
alluded to the state of Sicily, and hoped, 
that after opening to that kingdom pros¬ 
pects of a belter government, we should 
wot leave them to lament that none of our 
lair promises had been fulfilled. 

Tlie House went into a committee, and 
lord Palmerston mured the first resolution. 

Mr. Vonsonly objected to the proposed 
method of paying the officers of the guards; 
the only elFei t of the alteration would be, 
»ot to benefit a most distinguished branch 
of military service, but to create a consi* 
derable patronage for the government. 

GeMral Gascoyne went Into some details, 
to show that the general officers of the 
guards would be losers by tile new ar> 
rangement. 

Sr Myfe Coote followed to the same ef¬ 
fect, and recommended attention to the 
situation of the ensigns. ‘ 

Mr. Bcmet insisted, that the m'easure 
would be a gross job, and was calculated 
only to gratify the desire of the commander 
in chief to grasp at patronage. 

Sir £■ Bridges objected tu the proposed 
alteration respecting the guards. 

Mr. PontoK^ said, that while the com¬ 
mittee was considei ing what sums should or 
should not be voted to general officers, Uiere 
were two classes of ofiicers whose situa¬ 
tion peculiarly deserved their cousidera- 
tion.he meant the lieutenants and euMgns. 
For himself, he had always reflected upon 
their condition with the deepest regret; 
some of them had nothing on which -o 
subsist but merely their half pay. Would 
it not, therefore, be better to vute a sum 
which might tend to ameiiorate their con¬ 
dition, than to vote 20,0091. a year to ac¬ 
complish a purpose which those very per 
a«hiC hi whose behalf it was to be ac- 
coit|)|jMicd, regarded with disappiobation, 
and wocM rather iihontd not be done i 
Why burden the country to no good pur 
potS| W hen the same sum might be bene- 
' appropt^mtedl to a meruortous clast 
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of individuals, many of whom, it was well 
known to every member m that House, 
needed pecuniary aid, almost as much as 
the most indigent persons m the commu¬ 
nity. 

Lord Palmerston replied, that in fixing 
the scale, s^tich had bten submitted to 
the House, the claims of that highly useful 
and meritoriousitescripiion of officers had 
not, be apprehended, been overlooked. 
Some limitaiiuns it was necessaiy to fix, 
in spite of those feelings which weie likely 
to influence every otie called upon to con¬ 
sider the case of those officer.s. If the in¬ 
crease of pay to the lieutenants and en¬ 
signs was compared with that of the other 
officers, and ii the halt pay of each was 
in like manner compared, he thought the 
House would agree that ibc vote was nei¬ 
ther ingardly nor illegal. It should bn 
remembered alM), that those ensigns, who 
would he placed on half pay, weie the 
youngest, and had consequently the least 
claims upon the score of :,ervice. Their 
c-ase was broadly distinguished fiom that 
of the lieutenants, most of whom w«re 
necessarily, far advanced in life, had per¬ 
formed long services, and found u too late 
to commence any new roursi of exertion. 
Still, he thought, that the allowance to 
lieutenants was one not to be condemned 
as parsimonious, consiatunily with the ge¬ 
neral rules of fbe service. The wiioie 
expence of the pioposed measure would 
not exceed 3,0 i 61. It had been called, by 
an hoii. member, a gross job, calcdated 
only to gratify the desire of bis royal 
highness the commander in chief, to grasp 
alter patronage. He teusted it woulii 
only be necessary, m order to repel this 
insinuation, to remind the House of the 
eminent and distmguiahed services of that 
illustrious personage since he bad been at 
the head of the qimy, in every thing at 
all connected wtiii Us discipline, comtort, 
and efficiency. He hod only to remind 
the House of their own uuanimoua ante 
on a recent occasion, w hen those services 
were so honourably recognised—•services 
no less honourable to his royal highness 
himself, than beneficial to the whole army. 
How, then, was it possible to convert the 
measure into an object of patronage 2 if 
the House would sanction U, they w«Mild 
find, in the manner in which she coiauois- 
sintis would be filM tip* no ground for 
that impataJiMD which it was attempted 
to fix upon the motives of Urn cotnmandor 
in chief. With regard to the pay of ge¬ 
neral officers, it him been fixed at a sum 
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not much esceeding 700/. a rear, in order 
that it might be sulhi-ieiuly below a regi< 
meat, to render the latter «in object woiili 
bestowing as an increased benefit and 
favoiii. 

Mr. Sanies wished to know the precise 
nomber ot rommihsions, whic h this mea* 
sure would place at the disposal of the 
commander m chief. 

Lord Palmerston said, the extent of the 
patronage would be tiniiii d wholly to the 
guards, and the number of commissions 
would not e\cec#35. 

Ml. Hcnnet exptained. In considering 
the nu4Hure aN a j<ib, and in atiuding to 
the desire in the couiuiander in chief of 
g.Hsniiig It patron tge, he had spoken ad- 
\istdlv. He was the last tvho would ad- 
V iiH e any thiige loosely or rashly, and 
lie Mas alsa the la.sl man to retract it 
loosely or lasidy, when delibeiately made. 

Mr. 1* Grans contended^ that the scale 
prop'i^ed by the noble lord was wholly 
in<tpplicai'lt to the lieutenants and ensigns 
of the aimv, to Miiom it would not aflord 
the maintenance to vibicb they were en¬ 
titled. The ensigns would have but 3>. 
a day—not the Magi\s of a day labourer! 
It was a situation of extreme hardship in 
which those gi ntlemen ought not to be 
placed. ‘1 he noble lord had by no means 
answered the objections which had been 
made to the propositions respecting the 
guards. The subject was to him unintel¬ 
ligible, except that he knCw that it was 
proposed to expend 3,00u/. a year in a way 
not acceptable to those by whom it was 
to be received. 

General Gascoyne was about to propose 
his amendment, for adding 1,000/. to the 
grant, but 

Mr. Ponsmfy observed, that he had an 
amendment, which, according to parlia¬ 
mentary umge, must supersede that of the 
hon. general, as it went to reduce the grant; 
while that of the hon. general tended to in¬ 
crease it. The object that he bad in view 
yroa to put an end to the measure respect¬ 
ing the guards, by deducting, from the vote, 
the sum of |0,()0()/. which would have that 
effect; and he should therefore move, as an 
amendment, for the words "a sum not ex¬ 
ceeding 40,000/.*’ to substitute the woids 
" a sum nut exceeding 30,000/.*' 

On this amendment* the committee di¬ 
vided. For the amendment, 10; against 
it, &3—majority, 34. Tbe|committee sub¬ 
sequently divided on general Gascoyne’s 
amendoHiQt, Yeas, 21; Noes, 53--Ma¬ 
jority 32. 

( VOL, XXVIII.) 
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The original resolution was then put and 
agrted to; as was also a resolution for 
granjiiit; asum, not exceeding 30 OOOk, for 
the disembodied militia of Ireland. 

London Prisons’ r,iLi-.3 The ord» r of 
the day liavini; been read, f^^^ taking into 
farther coiiMderaiioii the Report of the 
Loudon Prisons’ Bill , Mr, Holford moved, 
that the Kiport be now takvti into cuiuildu- 
ration. 

Sir IF' Purtis warmly contended, that 
no circumstances had appiaied which 
would justify patliamciU in overturning 
the ancient constitutToii of the city in this 
respect. What peace or older could it be 
exppt ted would be preserved by magis¬ 
trates; who, if this Bill passed, would be, 
in eiluct, degraded, disgraced, reviled, and 
spit upon f lie had acted for twenty years 
as a magistrate, and he felt that he had 
conscientiously and honourably discharged 
his duty, and so he was sure had all his 
brother magistrates,—The most unfounded 
statements had been made. It had been 
said, that the meat was thrown into the 
prison ot Newgate, to be scrambled for by 
the prisoners. 'I'he morning after this 
statement, a paper bad been spontaneously 
signed by' oo oi 70 of the felons, contra- 
dieting it m I he most unequivocal terms; and 
declaring, that they were as well treated 
in eveiy respect as possible. In conse¬ 
quence of what had hern said of the custom 
of garnish money, it bad been stopped by 
tlie court of aldermen ; but a representa¬ 
tion bad subsequently been made to them, 
that the prohibition would di^rive some of 
the unfortunate persons confined, of little 
comforts, and make them completely mi¬ 
serable. With respect to the borough 
gaol, he allowed that abases had existed in 
it, but those were not attributable to the 
magistracy of London, w ho had no con- 
troul over that institution. The hon. ba¬ 
ronet concluded, by moving, as an amend¬ 
ment, that the Report be taken into fur¬ 
ther consideration on that day six months# 

Sir J. S/iaw seconded the motion, and 
expressed bis hope that the Bill would bu 
lost by a considerable majority, 

Mr. liermet re-asserted his statement of 
♦he scramble in Newgate for food, and 
ileinec that the magistracy had no right to 
interfere with the Borough gaol. The 
way in which they had permitted Dr. Ford, 
so long and so grossly, to neglect his duty 
was a sufficient ground fur pjiliamenlary 
interference. 

Mr. Alderman Atkins admitted, that the 
I (? X) 
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Borough gao) had not been in a proper 
state y positively routradicted the siuie* 
merit made by the hon. gentleman oi' the 
scramble for the provisions sent into New¬ 
gate; and remonstrated strongly against 
some unfair advantages which "had been 
taken by the supporters of the measure. 

Sir 7’. Ackland said, he had been to the 
Borough compter that very day, and he 
found, that a man came there on Saiuiday 
last, who could get no bed. A few carpt ts 
were got together for him, through the 
kindness of his fellow-prisoneis. On Sun¬ 
day he got a bed, not from the magis¬ 
trates, but through the kindness of the 
gaoler. 

Mr. Ilolfotd said, that those gentlemen 
who wished him to withdraw his measure, 
would change their opinion, when they 
heard the language of the hoii. aldeiutan, 
who spoke some time before him. The 
Beport stated the want of food, fuel, 
bedding,and religious iusti action: it stated 
the prevalence of improper conduct, and 
the introduction of spirituous liquors: 
the Borough compter was on all hands 
admilled.to be in a most miserable state ; 
the attention of the magistrates had been 
called to it again and again, ineilectually, 
by Mr. Nealde and others; and when these 
abuses were attempted to be remedied, 
they were assailed, on all hands, with an 
attempt to degrade the magistrates of the 
city of London. These abuses were still 
unremedied in a great measure; and, if 
they had this specimen of the manner in 
which ihe gaols wetc conducted, while the 
subject was under the notice of the House, 
what was to be expected when all enquiry 
was gone by ? 

Mr. Jiaihutst contended, that most of 
the evils, in the management of Newgate, 
arose from the over-crowded slate of tije 
gaol. Till this was remedied, the com¬ 
mittee could not do any good, and the apr 
poinimeiit of it was unnecessary. 

Mr. Durham protested against the prac¬ 
tice of charging every measure, like the 
present, with being an attempt to degradt. 
constituted authorities. 

Mr. Alderman Combe thought (be ma- 
gistiates were perfectly competent to dis¬ 
charge the functions which this Bdl pro¬ 
posed to take from them. 

The House then divided. For the 
amendment, 22—Against it, 17—Majority, 
against the BUh b, j 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Tuei>dtty, July 12. 

Hilstow Election Bii.l.] The Lord 
Chancellor asked, if the counsel, who wrere 
to be heard against the second reading of 
till* lieUton Election Bill, were in attend¬ 
ance. 

The Earl of Lauderdale said, he wished 
previously to move, that a certain number 
of individuals, in a list winch be read, 
should be summoned to attend, and give 
evidence before their lofisbips on Tues¬ 
day, the 19th instant. 

Lord T>e DumtanviUe said, the notice 
could not reach the individuals till Friday 
next, and he thought a later day ought 
therefore to be fived. 

The Lord Chancellor said, their lordships 
ought to pause before they ordeied a 
nuinbei of individuals to come before them, 
to give cvultncc on a subject, respecting 
which, they theoisclves knew nothing. 
Nobody knew, from the Bill, on what ac¬ 
count the di.siranchisenient of the electors 
of the borough of Helston had taken place. 
In other bills of a similar naluie, the cause 
was generally stated to be notorious cor¬ 
ruption. But the reason assigned for the 
di.sfranchisement in this Bill, was merely 
certain illegal practices. He did not 
mean to say, that bribery and corruption 
were not included under the expression, 
illegal practices; but there were many 
illegal practices which would not warrant 
them in disfranchising a body of electors. 
He did nut know what might be proved 
under this allegation. If persons were 
brought before them vexatiously, it would 
be ui the power of the House to animad¬ 
vert upon It; but, as he had before said, 
they ought to know what the witnesses 
weie sent for to prove. 

'J'iiu Marquis of Lansdowne thought the 
House ought not to proceed hastily, at the 
present advanced period of the session, with 
a Bill which w'ould have the effect of dis¬ 
franchising a great body of electors. He 
saw no injury which could result from de¬ 
lay ; and he thought that the House ought 
to' come to an understanding not to read 
the Bill a third time in the present session. 
He understood, however, that a number of 
witnesses were in readiness to attend their 
loidsbips, and it would be a pity, that all 
the expense and trouble, which this must 
have occasioned, should be thrown away. 
I'lll he heaid the evidence, he could not 
make up bis mind as to the vote be should 
give. 
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Earl Sumhope said, the difference be¬ 
tween tliiK and former bills, of a similar 
nature, was, that they were properly 
worded, and this was not. But though the 
expression of illegal practices was too 
wide, there was no objection to the mak¬ 
ing enquiry, but merely to the passing the 
Bill witha pieambleso improperly worded. 

The Lord Cftancellor said, it appeared to 
him, that the practices should not only be 
illegal, but such as to justify them in the 
measure they were adopting. Ilis objec¬ 
tion to the wording of the present Bill, was, 
that it would open the door to investiga¬ 
tions of practices of all kinds. They ought 
to know on what points the witnesses were 
to be examined, before they ordered them 
to attend. For their convenience, before 
going into the evidence, they ought to 
have a statement of what the illegal prac¬ 
tices were. 

Some conversation ensued between the 
earl of I.auderdale, the Lord Chancellor, 
earl Stanhope, lord Kllenborough and lord 
lledesdale, chiefly on the loose nature of 
the expression, in the preamble, of “ illegal 
practices,” en the mode of examining 
witnesses, and, as to whether the Bill could 
be gone through this session. It was at 
length agreed, on the suggestion of the 
Lord Chancellor, to call in ihe counsel, in 
order to understand from them the general 
nature of the facts to which they proposed 
to call evidence. Mr. Adam, Mr. Ser¬ 
jeant Pell, and Mr. Harrison, accordingly 
appeared at the bar. Mr. Adam, as coun¬ 
sel for Mr. Plumer, a freeman of Helston, 
a petitioner against the Bill; Mr. Serjeant 
Pell, as counsel for Mr. Wallis, in favour 
of the Bill; and Mr. Harrison for Mr. 
Scott, a fiecman of Helston, against the 
Bill. Mr. Serjeant Pell being called on 
by the House, stated^ that a small number 
of persons, corporators of Helston, had mo¬ 
nopolized the right of returning members 
for the borough ; and had, for benefits con¬ 
ferred on them, cither as a body or indivi¬ 
dually, transferred that right to an indivi¬ 
dual, at whose will and pleasure the mem¬ 
bers for the borough were returned. 

The Lord Chancellor proposed to post- 
imne the further consideration of the Bill 
till Thursday, that the House might then 
consider what course they would take with 
regard to it, which was agreed to. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Tuadotft Jutjf 12. 

Pooa BsLijEV Biu*] Sir E. Bry^et 
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moved the order of the day, for taking 
into further consideration the report of 
the Poor Belief Bill. 

Mr. fVe$tem, after giving due credit to 
the benevolent intentions of the hon, mover 
of the Bill, felt himself bound to oppose it 
tn toio. I St. Because it appeared to him 
imprarticabie, on account of the com¬ 
plexity of Its provisions. 2d. Because 
those provisions were not iu conformity 
to the preamble: inasmueb as that pre¬ 
amble proposed, to base it in view, to 
take aw.iy the grievance of a removal, 
in consequence of the grant of mere tem¬ 
porary relief; whereas, for his part, he 
could not find out any thing in the Bill 
calculated to efmetuate any such purpose. 
3d. Because the Bill involved a principle 
in his mind highly objectionable, which 
was this—that the magistrate*! would have 
power to make orders of payment on pa¬ 
rishes, not present, to resist such orders. 
4tli. Because the trouble attending the va¬ 
rious proceedings, which the Bill created, 
alarmed him, when he looked to the exa¬ 
mination of the witnesses, the adjudication, 
the allowance, &c. &.c. 6th. Because 
the provision for a re-cxaminatioii, before 
an appeal appeared to him defective, as 
he could see no mode devised as to what 
was to happen, in case the justices re¬ 
voked their adjudication. 6th. Because 
the charges in obtaining reimbursement, 
would, as he was informed, run to not less 
than Si. or 4/. 7th. Because it would ne¬ 
cessitate parishes to open a debtor and 
creditor account to a large extent with 
other parishes, and he was informed, that 
the parish of St. Giles’s had now not less 
than I fiOO removals in a year, and this 
Act would therefore open 1,000 accounts 
in its stead. As to the 2d clause, in af¬ 
fording ni‘q;!ical relief, it sippearnl to him 
objectionable, as interfering between the 
parish and the medical practitioner; and 
that, as the law at present stood, the me¬ 
dical practitioner, if he could gel no pay- ^ 
meat from the pauper, had, at least, the 
advantage of the credit and collateral 
practice that such aid gave him. 

Mr. Pole Carno went over the same 
ground, and, at least, hoped that the Bill 
might be deferred till another session. 

Sir E. Btydges, in reply, expressed his 
extrrme surprise at the objections now 
made by the hon. member for Essex, be- 
cau*e he could not perceive the smallest 
weight in ahy one of those objections. 
He doubted, indeed, if he could have at¬ 
tentively read the Biilj much less have 
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taken the patne to understand it, at least 
in some of its main pi ovisions. He besN 
taied, whether to intrude on the House so 
far, as to enter into a detailed answer to 
«U the misconceived objections which the 
l)bn< memtMT had so minutely gone 
through, lie would endeavour to avoid 
wearyjiig the House, by being as general 
and biiei as possible m his leply; yet, 
weak and untenable as those objections 
appeared to him, be could not avoid all 
answer to them, lest those, to whom the 
Bill was nut equally familiar, as it was to 
himself, might bp misled by unrontra- 
dicted errors. With regard to the charge 
of complexity, he must presume to say, 
that never was any thing mure unfounded. 
He insisted, that the simplicity and perspi* 
cuity of the liill. was a merit which none, 
who looked with attention to it, could deny 
He hitd had the best advice; and not only 
all the profe^-sional skill, but the most un* 
qualified approbation of those known to 
be most einiiienti_ qualified in tins branch 
of the law. as to its praciirability, and easy, 
and iiiudlig hie execution. The second 
objection still more astonished him. Was 
it po'isihle that the hon. member could 
complain that no provision was made, in 
conloiiniiy with the pre.tiiibie, to prevent 
reinovali, in const^quence ot temporary 
rebel ^ Why, il this was not done, there 
was no meaning in words! At the very 
top of page 2, It would be found, that the 
jusiires “ sh.di determine and direct what 
relief shall be paid weekly, or otherwise, 
wnlout making any order for the 
riinival of such poor person.” This was 
the very int iu feature and essence of ihu 
Hill, and, to (H'.ctuatc tins purpose, with* 
out btiirlening the pansli, whence the 
pauper was thus made lor a time irre* 
moveable, all the minor pro^sions and 
niichinery of the Bill were anxiously' 
ad.ipted. 

The third objection, which was directed 
Bgiinst one of these minor provisions, ap« 
peated to him not a little strained and far* 
fetched. Parishes refuse to take the bur* 
den of paupers on themselves, even for a 
time. If an attempt is made to facilitate 
snd extend settlements, the kingdom is in 
arms: overseeri. and vestry clerks flock 
and herd together, and petition and cla* 
iiioUf. And yet, v^jjien it is proposed to 
order paytnent by the parish, where the 
settlement is by the existing law, then it 
is objected, thai neither ought they to pay } 
becauiio, forsooth, they are often too re¬ 
mote to attend at cnakiug of the order. 
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The truth is, that it is a discretion which* 
in this case, must er necessitate rei, be left 
in tile breast of the magistrate, where il is 
not likely to be abased; and where, at 
worst, if abused, it cannot last beyond 
the time required for a final adjudication 
of the settiemeiit. 

The fourth otyection, contained an ex¬ 
pression of alarm on the part of the hon* 
member ; which, a little further attention 
to the Sill, would, as be contended, have 
entirely dissipated. Certainly it furnished 
an example of exaggeration on the part 
of those, who instructed the hon. member, 
not a little striking! All that was to be 
done, as to adjudication, beyond what was 
now required, to found ap order of removal, 
was a service of a copy of the adjudication 
on the parish to which .he pauper was 
adjudged to belong, instead of a service 
of the body of the pauper, and the bodies 
of alt the pauper's family. ISo far, at least, 
it miglit be conceived, that it was proposed 
to exchange, not simplicity fur complexity, 
but complexity for simplicity ; at least, il 
might be argued, with some tolerable share 
of justice and reason, that it was both more 
easy and less expensive to convey, through 
the post, a wiitten adjudication, to be 
served by an agent, than to convey a poor 
man and all his family irom Middlesex to 
Cornwall, even if we were to put the tor¬ 
tured feelings and ruined hopes of the 
poor man out of the question! 

But the hon. member contended, fifthly, 
that there next was superadded to tins 
intolerable complexity another imprac¬ 
ticable provision, which threw in the way 
diificuUies of execution in his mind, not 
only insuperable, but unatteinpted to be 
provided fur. There was a clause, that 
after the copy of adjudication served, the 
parish, so burdened, might, before appeal, 
require a re>examinalion before the same 
or other magistrates! " But what,” he 
cried, " if the first adjudication should 
then be reversed—what must be done with 
the pauper?” Why, did not the bon. 
.nember know, that, like the case of an 
order of removal quashed on appeal, the 
pauper remains in the parish where he 
was resident before the adjudication, till a 
new settlement can be found for him ? So 
much for these giants raised by the fortile 
fancy of the hon. geatlemanJ So much 
for the complexity created by this single 
intermediate stqp provided by the Bill! 

We now come, sixthly, to tim com¬ 
plaint of grievous charges to be incurred 
by patisbtts for eaforcihg o(deta of rein- 
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bursements foi* temporary relief advanred. after the irrefrtigable grounds of reasoning. 
The same partialityi the same exaggera- justice, and policy, on which the principla 
tion, the si'inc mode of viewing only one of the Bill bnd been estShlished, the House 
aide of the question, occurs in this instance, would not reject the measure in its present 
]t is said, that to obtain the mean's, con> stage; but, by giving its sanction to if, 
tained in every order, an expense of S to add some necessary extension to the Bill 
4i. must be incurred. A calculation had which bad passed lu the 35ib of his present 
been exhibited to bun to this efiect; and Majesty, called East's Bill—a Bill found 
how was It made out ? Why. alt the ex- to be more beneficial than all besides, that 
penst's of adjudication were included bad been enacted since the first insitution 
(winch have not hi iig to dt> with the order of the Poor Laws. 

of reimbursement) 11. Is. dd. for three affi- A division then took place on Mr. 
davits, where none is tequired, and other Western's amendment, tor the taking the 
items charged twice<~-so that, after de- ' Report into further consideration this day 
ducting these, the expense, on this head, ' .six months*—For the Amendment, 21 ; 
remained at the mighty sum of 7s. 6d. ' For the original motion, 30. Majority, in 
But bad those, who argued iti this way, favour of the Bill, 9. 
forgot, that whatever expense might be > The Report of the Bill was then about 
incurred by t|use provisions, even if they to be taken into further consideration, when 
amounted to the exaggerated sum they I it was discovered, that a written copy of 
estimated them at, pai idles were great the Bill, in its amended state, had been, 
giiiiers by the exchange, when it w'as by some mistake, omitted to be made, and 
recollected, that the Bill, which imposed it j it was therefore deferred to the next day. 
0(1 them, exonerated them from the ex- I 

pease of removing the paiipir; and it wa.s I New Post Oericfe.] Mr. JBarmg pre« 
quite clear that the expense of removing sented a petition from the merebants and 
a pauper to a distance inn eased out of all , bankers of the city of London, praying 
jiroportion to that ot obtaining reimburse- j that the House would take into considera- 
iJK-nt from a distance ' I'lie 7th objection, i tion the gicat iiuonvenience they would 
as to the debtni and creditoi neeouiit, i.s ' experience by the removal of the Post¬ 
open in the sam^ answer. It the paiish office; and further, that it might not pass 
oi iSt tiiles's now makes 1,000 ri'movals ^ into a law. 

in a year, it furnishes the strongest and | Mr. Baades was of opinion, that the sub- 
most urging proofs of necess-siiy for the ' ject of the Petition was highly deserving 
present Bill. It is much easier for that of consideration. The first object should 
unlucky pari.sh to keep these debtor and be, to enquire what advantage was likely 
creditor accounts, and enforce them too, to accrue to the public from removing the 
through agents authorised, by the medium Post-office ; and the next, whether the 
of the {>ost, than to be sending its officers ! advantage, if any, was worth the immense 
about conveying paupers all over the expense that must inevitably attend the 
kingdom ! mea.surc, especially in the present state of 

In reply to the objections to the second our finances. • In bis opinion, it required 
clause, regarding medical relief, he was to be very seriously and strictly enquired 
by no means of opinion, that the medical into, before the Houae and the country 
man would find a sufficient stimulus to i should venture to embark in an expendU 
afiord his aid to the poor for the barren j ture of such excessive extent. He under- 
honour of a remote contingence of colia- , stood, that the purchase of the site alone, 
teral practice; and, as to the reason for ' would cost the public 300,0001.; for which, 
the law as it now stands, that the medical ! during a certain time, they were to receive 
man had already his remedy by action I noiiiteiestatall; and, after that period, the 
against the pauper, it was too ludicrous, or Orphan’s fund was to be mortgaged for 
too insulting, to be seriously entertained, the payment of the interest of a part only 
In short, sir Egerton trusted, that, after the of that sum. There would then be the 
length of time that had been taken for the expense of building, which might turn out 
consideration of this measure; after the very enormous. The House should first 
support it had received from those, best enquire, and find out, what would be the 
qualified to form a sound opinion on it; expense ; a committee should be fairly 
after the letters of approval, which he appointed, with powers to send for persons, 
could truly say he had receiv^ from ma- papers, and records. Let the merchants, 
gUtratet in every part «f the kingdom ; aqd others concerned, shew all the incon- 
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veniencM attending it, and let every cir¬ 
cumstance be tlmrougbly investigated,that 
could tbr<m a light on so important a sab> 
ject. He should, therefore, move, that this 
petition,and all others that might be offered, 
relative to this Bill, be referred to a com- 

mutit. 

The Chancellor of the Eicluqucr said, it 
was usu.il to give notice oi every motion, 
of a similar nature to the present, which 
his lion, friend had now made. lie, there¬ 
fore, hoped his hon. friend would wave 
ins motion till to-iiiorrow; and that, in the 
mean time, all proceedings on the Bill 
should Ite sUid till that motion was dis¬ 
posed of. 

Mr. Bt/r/ff" said, there were 3,000 names 
to the Petaioii, signed by merchants and 
baiiheis of the first fortune and character 
in the country, who would not have signed 
such a petition if they Lad not felt that 
the most serious incotiveniencies must be 
the consequence ol this measure. As 
there was to be a committee, he would not, 
at pre.sent, take up the time of the House, 
by entering into further particulars, lie 
would, only wish to mention, that there 
was a counter-petition, originating, he be¬ 
lieved, about Temple-bar; at the meeting 
for which, Mr. Twining was in the chair. 
It seemed they had received all (heir infor¬ 
mation from the Post-odice, and it was 
not therefore dilTicult to fotesce what sou 
of materials it would be composed of. He 
hoped, however, that the business would 
now be thoroughly investigated ; and he 
saw no reason why it should not be put off 
till next session. j 

The Petition was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. JSutlertoorfh (hen presented a Peti¬ 
tion, from nearly 4,000 bankers, merchants, 
and traders, resident at the west-end of the 
town, praying, the enactment of the Bill 
for the removal of the Post-office. The 
hon. member stated, that this i^etition 
came from persons not at all connected 
xviih the original framers of the Bill, to 
which it referred, bat who were ioterestoJ 
in the early delivery of letters; and 
anxious for an arrangement, which would 
keep the receiving-houses open for half an 
hour later in the evening. This was na¬ 
turally conceived a very material advan¬ 
tage to the inhabitants at the west-end of 
the town, which entitled the petitioners to 
particular attention, and the more so w the 
convenience of the merchants in the city 
was fully provided for in the Bill. It was 
notorious, that fitre out of seven of the let- 
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lers received at the General Post-olBcc 
were addressed to the west end of tUo 
town, end which ciicunistance pleaded 
strongly in support of the petitioners; 
and the manufacturing districts would be 
considerably benefited by the additional 
opportunity which the extt.nsion of the 
time, for receiving letters in the evening, 
would afiord to their correspondents to 
answer their comrnaiiicalions. Such he 
understood to be the impression ainoii;, 
several Manchester bouses with which In 
bad had a communication upon the sub¬ 
ject. 

Mr. observed, that, by paying 

a certain sum annually, any man might 
insure the caiiv delivery of his letteis; 
and that the ddfcience between the early 
and the ordinary delivery of letters at 
Lincoln’s inn, for instance, was no less 
than an hour and a half. This dillercnte 
.suipiiscd him and others, with whom he 
had ronversed upon the subject. Indeed, 
he could nut account lor the reason vihy 
all the letters might not be delivered at 
the saiiu* lime, if due diligence were em¬ 
ploy ed at the Posl-olfice. But to whose 
hands the guinea a year, usually paid for 
this early dehveiy, finally fell, he could 
not say, but he thought that it would be 
much better to create some fund to insure 
the early delivery gencrilly, than allow it 
to rest upon the dtscrclion ot any indi¬ 
viduals. 

Mr. Rose said, that when the Bill was 
origiiiaiiy introduced he was adveise to if, 
because he apprehended that its enact¬ 
ment would be inconvenient to the mer¬ 
chants of London. But that inconve¬ 
nience was provided against, atid be now 
thought the measure highly desirable; and 
the several points referred to by the peti¬ 
tioners, as well as that stated by the hon. 
gentleman, who spoke last, certainly called 
lor enquir}'. 

Mr. BuUerworth stated, that, exclusive of 
the other considerations, which called for 
the enactment of the Bill, the citiaens of 
London, who considered the present state 
of St. Martin’s-le-Grand as a nuisance, 
were extremely anxious for the improve¬ 
ments which this Bill was calculated to 
produce. 

The Petitions were referred to a com¬ 
mittee. 

Covy-RtoHT BilIm] Mr. Giddy pro¬ 
posed, that the report of this Bill should be 
postponed to next ecMion. 

Mr. /. Smyth expresMd a wish rather 
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that the Bill sHooW now bo re*coinmitted, 
than that it should be postponed alto* 
gether. 

Mr. Giddjf said, be was ready to meet 
the wishes of the hon. gentleman, and 
begged he might be allowed to withdraw 
his original tnutioti. 

Mr. Marsh said, several gentlemen had 
left the House, under the impression that 
the Bill would be postponed till next 
session. 

ISIr. Giddy, under these circumstances, 
proposed to postpone the committee for a 
lew days. 

Mr. J. Smyth said, he would have no 
objection to agree to the Bill being gut 
j id of for the present. 

After a few observations fiom Mr. 
Wetherall, sir W. Scoit, lord Palmerston, 
Mr. Manners Sutton, and Mr. Horner, 
who suggested the expediency of the Bill 
being then re-committed ; Mr. 1). Giddy 
moved, that the Speaker do leave the 
chair. This motion was carried, and the 
House resolved into a committee. Several 
verbal amendments were proposed and 
agreed to. 

Mr. Giddy said, he had a clau.se of 
rather a curious nature to propose. It 
was for the purpose of protecting the in¬ 
terests of authors, who were in the habit 
of writing plays, merely intended for the 
closet. A gentleman, who had written 
several pieces of this description, whic'ii he 
conceived to be extrtraely good, had in¬ 
formed him, that as the law was at present 
constituted, though the copy-iight of any 
play, ho might produce, was secured to 
him, yet there was no enactment to pre¬ 
vent the manager of either of the regular 
theatres from bringing it out on the. stage, 
which might seriously injure the sale oi 
the drama. He, therefore, requested him 
to introduce a clause, “ to prevent any 
play, or any production, purporting to be 
a play, which should hereafter be pub¬ 
lished for the closet, from being represent¬ 
ed on the stage without the consent of the 
author being ilrst obtained." 

Lord Palmerston said, that the clause 
proposed by the hon. gentleman, was so 
utterly unconnected witli any thing con¬ 
tained in the Bill, that it would, perhaps, be 
better to reserve it until a bill, to allow the 
erection of a third theatre, was intro¬ 
duced. 

Mr. Giddy said, he bad no particular 
attachment to the clause; bat, as it was 
put into his handi, he thought it was right 
H) mention it. 


The clause was withdrawn. The House 
then resumed ; the Report was received, 
and ordered to be taken into farther con¬ 
sideration on Friday. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday, July 13. 

IniSH pBESEKA AVION OF TIIK Pe.U C 

Bill.] On the motion for the second 
reading of the Bill, to piovide for the pre¬ 
serving and rcstonng of peace in such 
parts of Ireland as may, at any time, be 
disturbed by seditious persons, or by per¬ 
sons entering into any^ unlawful combina¬ 
tions or conspiracies, 

Mr. Homer immediately rose and op¬ 
posed the Bill, which he arrdigiied as an 
unconstitutional ineasuic, and brought for¬ 
ward towards the close of the session, 
when most of the members toi Irdand 
were absent, without any statement, that it 
was called for by any sudden emergency', 
or any new or cxtiauidinary occurrence 
in Iieland. It was a measure viiiich, as it 
stood, would go to deprive his Majesty^’s 
subjects in Ireland of the invaluable pri¬ 
vilege of grand and petit juries, and 
transfci the office of these juries to county 
magistrates ; who, with the aid of a serjeant 
or barrister at law, were to try and con¬ 
demn to transportation, for an indefinite 
time, any persons whom they should deem 
guilty of oiilmces, not defined by law, and 
at most, merely constructive, lie depre¬ 
cated the habit of bringing bills into the 
Ilonse of late, to pass new laws for lieland* 
without laying any foundation to satisfy 
the House of the necessity of such laws; 
and in the absence of the members for 
.Ireland, who were mo.sl competent to 
judge of such necessity ; and such was 
the Bill introduced this night, for extend¬ 
ing to Ireland the 1uigli.sh law of extents, 
the policy of which was extremely ques¬ 
tioned in this country by the ablest lawy'ers 
and statesmen, and must be therefoic still 
more' questioned in a country where it 
never was introduced befotf. As to the 
present Bill, he was roiivinceil it must 
tend rather to exasperate the people, and 
considerably exaggerate the unst hief it 
proposed to remedy, than to produce any 
salutary consequences; and he never 
could consent, without grounds, infinitely 
stronger than he bad beard, to such a vio¬ 
lation of ihe constitution of the country, as 
to abolisi; the trial by jury, or suspend 
the ordinary and cons'iitutioual operation 
of the lawSi which must be fully adequate 
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to all neiessary pniposts He was aware 
of a too prevalent dtsposjtton m the lowtr 
orders of the Itish ptasarits to quarrelling 
and not, but he feat id ibty wire not the 
only class of persons who required con- 
troul; and he alluded to tht leient lifiir 
at Cisihtown, where four men were shot 
by the military, who had he»noidered, bv 
two magistrates, to hit on m iniiistiiminate 
niultitude, and one ot which, tour ptrsniis, 
was an unofiendihg man, and the lather 
ot ten childnn. 

Mr.iVt/roscmipplj toMr Horner The 
bon and leartud gentleman, he said, had 
complaim d, that ite < ould not understand 
the IhtI, on account of the nunihei orbianks 
and omissions The lion and learned geii* 
tlemaii must he aware, that theie were ne* 
cessaiil^ 'inumherot blanks inevtr} Bill, 
which wen to bt filhd up in the (om* 
mitlee. He had presintcU the Bill in the 
usu’tl form, and without a single blank, 
and it, in printing it, there bad been any 
deviat on fiom the established usage, in 
regard to the nature or the number of the 
omissions, he w as not responsible tor it. 
He had, however, apprued the hon and 
learned gentleman and ihe House, that he 
might, bj a reference to the AciotlSO?, 
see the ex icl words of this Bill, because it 
was copied tioin that Act Every mem¬ 
ber had It, thiiefoie, in bis power to havi 
made himselt acquainted with all the de¬ 
tails of this Bill, without waiting till the 
blanks were filled up in a committee 
Anothei complaint of the lion, and learned 
gentleman was, that this Bill made a great 
innovation in the law of Ireland, by taking 
away the trial hy jury; now he had, 
when lie had obtained leave to bring in 
this Bill, stated the full extent of the inno¬ 
vation, which was this, that in a coutt, 
composed of magistrates,assisted by a ser¬ 
geant at law, or one of his majesty’s 
counsel, the court might, iii caseswhichap- 
peared to them absolutely necessary, dis 
peiise with the trial by jury. This, be 
admitted, was a great change in the law ; 
but did not tbe necessity of the case caM 
fur It? In tbe year 1807, parliament felt 
itstU bound to adopt thu veiy measure; 
and, surely, no one could soy, that there 
was any thing in the circumstances of the 
pieseni period, which rendered it less ne¬ 
cessary than It was in 1807. many 
cases, parliament had, under circum¬ 
stances of great and pressing danger, 
sanctioned gre«er deviations from the 
law than that which was now proposed; 
ami of the ntcesaity of some such mea¬ 


sure at prestnt he did m i think, after the 
melanrbotv detail wIim b ht had tiubniiUed 
to th*- Houh on a foroo i night, and after 
the seniitnt ni- which liad b»tn expie-sed 
by eveiy uumhei fiom lielind, who had 
spoken upon |u Bill that any doiibtcoitld 
ren am uooti ilu mjIim < t V\ uh legard to 
appreht iisions w hi< Ii li ul bt eu i xpresved, 
thai iiijiiMi, e niigtit l> <i iiit lo tiif |(i- 
sons tiled under ih s Bill, In ,eave 

to state, that, in the oiigiua) i iti, i p iwer 
WdH given to the magisiraies to sentence 
a person, consicud, to tiaiispoitation, hut 
B clause was added by a right hun ba¬ 
ronet, memhet foi VVaterfoid, bv which 
a St rjeant or king’s counsel was added to 
the court, and unliss such serjeant or 
king’s counsel concurred in opinion wuh 
I he majoiity of the magisintes, the sen¬ 
tence could not bi canud into txecuuon. 
He was not, however, suiprised at the ob- 
strvitions which the hon. and learned 
gtnikman had made, because he ap- 
ptared to be totally ignorant of ibi object 
of tbe Bill. He seemed to suppose, that 
iis object merely was ioi the protecHon of 
witnesses, now that was not the object of 
the Bill, nor had he ever stited it so to be 
—the object ot the Bill was to put an end 
to that system ot plunder and outrage, by 
which Ireland was distuibed and dis¬ 
graced, and lo afloid piotcction to the 
quiet and industrious pait ot the coniinu- 
iiity That one of the objects of the Bill 
was to protect witnesses, was undoubtedly 
true; but it was far from being the only 
object If the hon. and learned gonlltnian 
had looked at the Bill attentively, he 
would have found that it did not leqqire 
any great weight of evidence to convict a 
person under this Bill, because it was suf¬ 
ficient to prove, that he was absent from 
his house at tbe time forbidden iiy law.— 
Thu Act was also calculated fui the piu- 
lection of juiois, and he would apjieal to 
any gentleman, who heard him, st»d w ho 
was acquainted with the state of Ireland, 
whether it might not be absolutely neces¬ 
sary, in some of the disturbed districts, to 
dispense with juries, tn order to secure the 
dde admuiutration of justice; because the 
cruel alternative m which a juryman, m 
■ueb a case, might be placed, was this, he 
must either acquit tbe guilty to secure bis 
own safety, or be must risk his own life 
by performing his duty. But this Bill did 
not neceaianly tak«* away the tuai by 
jury, it onty gave the court a jiower 
to with them in cases m whi< U 

it appeared fbsolately -necwsaiy. lu 
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the extraordinary stale in which some 
parts of Ireland were at present, to go 
through all the fornns of law, and to have 
graiitl and petit juries, would be utterly 
impossible. If sonic such measure as the 
present were not adopted, the oftenders 
Blight continue their outrages with im. 
punity ; wheie a country was in such ari 
eKiraordiiiary state that it was necessary 
to keefi the people in their houses from 
suti'sei to sun-rise, it appeared to him 
quite absurd to suppose that the ordinary 
forms of the law could be adhered to— 
The hon. and learned gentleman had said, 
that tbeie were others, besides the artual 
perpetrators of these outrages, who were 
guilty of promoiin^ th<‘se distuibani cs. 
The hon. and learned geittleniatn^as light, 
and he had in his own inc^tatKc alli.rded a 
practic.il prool of the ttulh of his position. 
One of the maiiv causes wlitrli h.id con¬ 
tributed to keep alive the spirit of di-con¬ 
tent and irrii iti»n, and to iotneiil tboss 
disturbances, was ilu* evageemted .«lalfc- 
Bients whiili Wirt: consianily made to 
fhein of the iiilevaoces utnh r whicli they 
wire suppo-ed lo l.iboui. The lio'i and 
learned gcnileinnn had himseli uiiinUn- 
tioiially, and liotii mi-inforrnatinn, j|o 
doubt, made a very e\ igceraled sliitcinent 
to llie lloii<e, of the unlhrmnote alFiir at 
Castletown. The hon. and liarntdgiti- 
tlemnn had talked ol the rash and unpre¬ 
cedented condui I of the magislra’es, in 
ordering ihe soldiers lo file, &c. Now, 
before llie hon. and learned member look 
upon hini'elf to make sui h a statement, ii 
would have been quite as well if he had 
waited till he had .seen the result of the in¬ 
vestigation, whitli he knew the govern- 
roent of Ireland h id ordered to he made 
respecting this transaciion. lie thought 
such vsould have been the hon. and learin-d 
gentleman’s duty, to have ascertained the 
fads before he ptesumid to make such a 
charge.' IIo (l^Ir. Ptcl) had not yet re¬ 
ceived the I'esult of the offirnil 'Miqiiir, 
instituted into this aflair, but he believed 
that the hort. and learned gentleman’s 
atatement was unfounded, oi, at least, 
grossly exaggerated. Tie had received a 
letter, inforniing him, that the report would 
be sent over in a day or two; and it added, 
that it bad been aiceriamed that no orders 
had been given to the soldictato fire, and 
that they did not Are until the itfiob had 
actually closed with them, and were cn. 
deavouring to wrest their arms out of their 
hands. The hon, and learned gentleman 
talked-of the indiscretion of magistrates in 
( VOL. XXVHI.) 


calling in military parties to protect the 
public peace at fairs in Ireland, and of the 
ease with which the civil pow'cr could re¬ 
press any of these little venial excesses, 
which occasionally break forth. The bun. 
and learned gentleman might be very well 
informed of the practice at a Scotch or an 
English fair, and his observations very 
applicable to them; but he appeared to 
have very little ex|i(>rience of Irish fairs. 
The hon. and learned gentleman seemed 
little aware that fairs in that cuuiitiy were 
the chosen scenes of the mo.l sanguinary 
and preconcerted conflicts. In a recent 
instance, to wfnch he hail before occastoa 
to allude, the fair of Shiicock, at wbicU 
there was no premeditaled combat, a 
melancholy atliay took place, in which 
seven lives were lost. Now did the hon. 
gentleman really think, tint it would have 
been an aclof ci iuiin.il imiisciciion, if any 
magistrates Ind bienllieie, with a military 
forte, leady piepaied, to prevent such a 
scene of bluodslied; or would be consider it as 
a fairground of charge against the military, 
if they had been |U'esen(, niid had fired in 
thcii ow’n defence, when they found them¬ 
selves assailed and on alleiii)>t was made 
to di-aim ilieiu ? Would this have been a 
criminal iiidi-cretion on the p.sit of Ihe 
magi-strates, or a w aiitoii outrage on that of 
the soldiers? lie meant lo apply these 
rematks generally, and not as applicable 
(o tile pailicul ir olFiay at fastletown—-the 
ditaihd re|initof which, he h.ul not yet 
reilived. The hen, and leained gentle¬ 
man had said, that all histury and expe¬ 
rience, and paitieularly in Ireland, had 
shewn that extranidinary mtaaiires of this 
kind had always tended lo ii)'-Ha«e rather 
than to ilimini h the evil. To .shew tbo 
hon. and learned '.•(nllcman how com¬ 
pletely he was niisiuloimed upon ihf sub¬ 
ject, it would only be lutcs'iiiy lor him to 
look at the cHict wimh this very measure 
produced when pa-fcd in IfOi. .‘•'O far 
rroin increasing the evil, the very tlicum- 
stance tif passing llie Ari had leiidered it 
unncccssaiy to Carry it into entionj and 
his pvcdecc'so ■, l\!r. Wtllet.loy Pole, had 
thought innisi Il’j'i.fificd, oil the ground ef 
restore!* traaquiiliiy and pi ace in Ireland, 
to icpcai, in I ct 10, the very measure winch, 
in lKt)7, his biother (tjie duke of W**!- 
lington) h.xd inf'oduced, on the ground of 
disluibanco ahd disposition to iusiiiiectiou. 
'Fhe hon. and learned gc-nlle*n;in’s argu¬ 
ment, t.'iercfore, on the ground oi cxpeii- 
cnce, w.is utterly destitute of foundation. 

Sir S. Bomittjf rose to state shortly wliy 

( U 1 ) 
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he bhoUid vote against the Bill. The pre¬ 
cedent of the Act of lf}07 had no weight 
with him, because he then thought, and 
thought htill, that no such Bill ought to 
be passed eutii a committee was appointed 
to enquire whether It were nel•essar 5 ^ At 
the lime the Act of 1807 was proposed, 
be recollr.cled that a right hon. gentleman 
(Ml. (irattan) had stated distinctly, that a 
French party then existed in Ireland. If 
this proved the necessity of the Bill then, 
what could be said now, when we were at 
eace with France ? The House could not 
e justified by any individual rising and 
elating, that so and so was the situation of 
Ireland, in depriving the liish people of 
their rights. The facts should he proved 
before a committee; and it ought also to 
be proved, that an immediate enactment 
was necessary, and also why the Bill had 
not been sooner brought in. It was not 
proper to desire those who wished to Know 
the provisions of *his Bill to look into the 
Act of 1807. It was very trulj' slated, 
that the Bill dispensed with evidence; 
and when the right hon. gentleman talked 
of the odium to which jurors were evposed, 
be should have recollected that the odium 
was transferred by the Bill to the magis> 
trates. 

Mr. liochfort spoke strongly in favour 
of the Bill. The measure had been loudly 
called for by the nubility and magistracy 
of the county which he had the honour to 
represent, long befoie it had been brought 
into the House. 

iVlr, f‘jizi>nal(l said, that as the hon. and 
learned gentleman prided himself on sup¬ 
porting his coiisistcney, by opposing the 
measure, because he had dune the same 
in 1807, parliament, he hoped, would 
maintain iis consistency, by passing it 
into a law. As to the grounds for tb^ 
measure of 1807, that a Fiench party 
existed in li eland, be thought it a much 
less w^eight in support of a measure of 
this kind, than the notoriety of the present 
disturbances; for though quite iasuflTi* 
cii'iit to suppress a Frencli party, it would 
protect the property and lives of the loyal 
irom nightly danger. The measure was 
one to bestow protection on the people of 
Ireland, and nni to take it from them. 

Mr. Ahercromly deprecated the idea, 
that'any roembor, who honestly stated his 
opinions in that House, should be consi- 
deied a party to the disturbances in Ire¬ 
land. He oenied, that the disturbances 
Were notorious to the House, for he would 
Tentare to assert, that when the right bon. 


gentleman opened bis terrible budget on 
a former night, the facts, stated by him, 
were perfectly new to the House. Unless 
the House went into a full enquiry to 
know in what way the law had failed, 
how was it possible to apply a proper re¬ 
medy ? The hon. member deprecated the 
measure, as it proposed to deprive the 
people >;f Ireland of the trial by jury, in 
certain districts, and place them at the 
diseretion of local magistrates, wlio were, 
he was sorry to understand, in that coun- 
Ir}’, too liable to the influence of very 
unworthy prejudices, and the more un¬ 
worthy, as they originated in a spirit of 
religious dissentioii. But the enactment 
of a measure of this nature was peculiarly 
exceptionable, as it was pressed forward 
so abruptly without any previous enquiry 
to satisfy the House and the country of 
the necessity upon which its authors pro¬ 
fessed to rest for their justification. The 
case of li eland was, indeed, most de¬ 
plorable; for while this Bill was so preci¬ 
pitancy urged, professing to be an enact¬ 
ment only for a temporary jiurpose. Us 
advocate.s argued so as to induce an in¬ 
ference, that it w'as intended to make it a 
part of the permanent system fur the go¬ 
vernment of that unhappy country. 

Sir U. Parnell said, that the more be 
lellertcd upon this subject, the more he 
was convinced ol the propriety of the opi¬ 
nion which he. expressed some days ago, 
that a measure of this extraordinary na¬ 
ture .should not be introduced without a 
previous and ample enquiry. 

General Harcouri spoke m favour of the 
Bill. 

Mr. Bagmll bore testimony to the ne¬ 
cessity ofthe measure for the protection of 
the loyal .subjects of Ireland, against rob¬ 
bery and outrage. Nay, he was persuaded, 
that in order to render that protection el- 
fcctual, martial law ought to be proclaim¬ 
ed in the disturbed districts of Ireland. 

Mr. Croker and colonel Vereker follow¬ 
ed on the same side. 

Mr. 1>. Browne expressed his regret, 
that the Bill before the House was ren¬ 
dered necessary by the state of certain 
districts in Ireland; but with a view to the 
permanent preservation of the peace ot 
that country, be thought that a more com¬ 
prehensive system was called for. He 
trusted, therefore, that by the next ses¬ 
sion, tlie right hon. secretary would he 
prepared to submit such a system to the 
consideration of padiament, as should 
serve to secure to Ireland that degree of 
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trancjuillity which it ought to possess, but 
which, in fact, it had not had the for¬ 
tune to enjoy for a century. 

Mr. /. Grant spoke in support of 
the proposition for enquiry, before a mea¬ 
sure of this extraordinary character was 
carried into a law. lie pressed it upon 
the consideration of the Eugiish represen¬ 
tatives, how thiy would feel, if it were 
proposed to put any portion of England 
out of the pale of the constitution, by de¬ 
priving its inhabitants of the trial by jury. 
Why, then, should they look with such 
indifterenco at the fate of their fellow sub¬ 
jects of Irelaud r The state of that coun¬ 
try imperiously called upon parliament 
for a thorough investigation, and for a 
Tery different regimen from that which 
had been applied to it for centuries. 
From all, indeed, that he could learn of 
the history of that country, iti disease lay 
deep, and required a radical remedy. It 
was in vain to hope much from the appli¬ 
cation of remedies to local complaints, or 
from the healing of particular boiLs which 
might occasionally bredk out upon such a 
diseased body. The whole system re¬ 
quired examination ; the blood must be 
thoroughly purified, and the best cure, 
whicli lie could imagine for the evil com¬ 
plained of, would be to cxteiul a full par¬ 
ticipation of the privileges of the Eniish 
constitution to the people of Ii eland, with 
a mitigation of the pressure of tythes, and 
other measures so often desiicd by the 
most enlightened observeis of the real 
state and character of that country. This 
he decidedly thought a much better 
course, for the solid interest of the em¬ 
pire, and the permanent peace of Ireland, 
than a system of restriction and coercion, 
which centuries of experience bad proved 
inapplicable to the character of the Iiish 
people. 

Mr. Courtenay supported the Bill; 
after which it was read a second time. 

Motion respecting Half-Pay to Su- 
^ALTERNS.] General Gascoyne rose to 
propose an increase of half-pay to the en¬ 
signs and lieutenants in the army. Tlie 
pay of the army had been originally 6xcd 
to correspond with the price of labour, 
but it bad not increased in the same pro¬ 
portion. The pay of an ensign was, ac¬ 
cording to the proposal of the noble lord 
(Palmerston), to be 2s. a day, on the peace 
establishment, which was little more than 
the price qf common labour; and certainly 
not sufficient to support him in that rank 


of life, in which his profession and educa¬ 
tion in general entitled him to move. It 
was said, that by raising the pay of the 
subaltern officers, it would approach too 
near to that of the captain, lie did not 
think so; ior the half-pay of the captain 
was sufficient to support him, and the 
lieutenant or ensign could not possibly 
subsist upon his. The dilTcreitce wa.<i for¬ 
merly halt-a-crowu a day, and be wished 
it to remain the same. The captain^s 
half.puy would be 7s. by the new regula¬ 
tions, and he should propose to raise the 
lieutenaut*.s to 4s. Od. The hon. general 
concluded with moving, “ That an hum¬ 
ble Address he presented to his royal 
highness the Prince Kegeiit, that he will 
he graciously- pleased to take into consi¬ 
deration till' state of the half-pay of the 
subalterns of the army, and to give direc¬ 
tions that the same be increased.” 

Sir pyre Cootc seconded the motion, 
winch, if agieed to, he was sure would be 
.satisfactory to the ai my at large. 

Lord Palmerston said, it w’as exceedingly 
painful to him to resist any motion like 
the present, but he submitted to the 
House, whether it was pioper.lo bring 
fuiward subjects of this kind piece-meal. 
It was necessary to maintain a certain 
scale in the pay of the dillerent ranks of 
the army, and also a reitain proportion 
betweon the army and the navy. Other 
gentlemen might come forwaid with other 
piopositions for an inciease of the half- 
•pay, and it might he thought by some, 
pel haps, iliat officers, in the higher ranks 
of the aimy, who had seivcd longest, and 
were at a time of life which precluded 
them from entering into other professions, 
were most deserving of the consideration 
and indulgence of the House. Besides, 
he thought'tlie additiunof Gd. or J.^. w’ould 
not, in a pecuniary point of view, answer 
the end [iropused. 

Sir fr. Stewart considered the additional 
increase proposed, as a retaining fee to 
subaltern officers, to keep them in the 
array. He w'as afraid, that otherwise they 
might lose the ensigns in toio. He did 
not tniqk the navy a parallel case to the 
army. 

Srr Joseph Yorke begged to remind the 
last speaker, that there were midshipmen 
and mates in the navy, who had served 
eight, nine, or ten years, without the 
smallest prospect of emolument. 

The Chancdlor of the pxchetjitar spoke 
of the duty of economy, though that 
alone was not the ground of the proposed 
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reguiatinns. The na\al ancl military em¬ 
ploy nients emanated lioni the Clown It 
would be djngciuu<> to disi iplinc, it the 
House iiitlu'gtd in pjopositions to exceed 
the amoiinl ol piunsion pioposed by go- 
Ternmttit, liiough it might be pciiecil> 
safe to (]Ui tiuii, and to reLunimcnd a di 
miniitioii. Many details itqiiircd look¬ 
ing into, to lotm ijudgiiieni on this point. 
(oiisiiltling the aiuiy, with rtieicnee to 
the nivv, it ‘-hould be iciolUcUd, that 
navy liculcnuitb tseie on a pir viith aimy 
ciptains, but tlicii hall-piv was to b( 
aiianged in chsts iiom seven hillings 
to live. All a tmipt to impiovc one 
liianihof tilt system, without itfeieiire 
to, and conipiiison wiih, the gtiiiral sys- 
tout, coiild ptoduce ouly confusion and 
disappoin me ii< 

Ml (rvdon thoueU^ that in giiiog 
10,000/ to till , uald^, a suui vs pianti d 
foi no nlliei puipn->«., th it he could con¬ 
ceive, but to iiKicase the patronage ol 
the (omniaiidci in chief, by placin 
comtnibsioiis at his disposal lie thought 
that piodigalitv, in this respect, was full 
B8 blameable at that sort oi ei onomy, 
which Would rciuse the smill sum thu 
was now asked fur the subaltcins Ihis 
day an estimate had beta laid betoic the 
House, amounting to lu,0(X)/, loi the ri¬ 
diculous gevi gavvs constructing in the 
Parks. lie tliuuchtthatalierthis,iniiiis- 
teis came be f >rt the House with a very 
l)ad giacc, in rciusmg this small sum. 
Tins night, he undciBtood lint 100,000' 
would be voted for the pooi clcigy, and 
would pitd nilv net be objected to, and 
yet .JO or jO 00( / to the netesaitics o* 
the subiltciri oUicns was to be lelustd 
He was coiiv.nccd, thu ihc population of 
this city would piefei a sum of money 
licing applied lor the relief ot inerilottuus 
xubaltcrns, th in to its be<ug spent in the 
absuid mam cr in which it vvas pioposed 
to show ill) II rt|oicirig8. 

Mr. Foibci observe 1, that the 15,000/ 
■a year which had been given up by the 
Piincess of Wales, wotilu be neatly suffi 
cieiil toi tin I object. II other retrench- 
tnents wcic made, he wis suie that il 
would In easy to (md the means of pio- 
Tiding, not only foi this expense, but lor 
the expciuc ol tewarding the just claims 
of naval ofiuers, who had been ten years 
and more m the stivue, without being 
now even enuthd to hall-pay. 

Loid Vasilereat'h slated, that if (his mo* 
tion were agreed to, it would ceitainly 
•pen a dooi for many other classes of 
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persons engaged in the public service, to 
come to the House with a viry plausible 
statement, and ask for incieased pay. 
Such increases, il extended to all thu 
classes emjiloyed in the public seivice, 
would amount to a sum that would he a 
mattei of seiious consult ration on the 
giound of national ixpendituic He 
tlioiight that this was a subject which 
might bt sateiy confided to nninstcrs, who 
must be suppo-ed desirous to push the li- 
beialily ot the country as fai as was pro- 
pii upon surh occasions. Tini must nut 
be eonsideied as an insulated qiustion, 
hut a pail of that which must be eoiisi- 
deiod as a whole. It was a pretty good 
proof, bowivci, that the Umptitioiis to 
enuring into the aimy wnc not too small, 
as theie was no wait ol oITkcis, oi oi 
competition lot eommisaons on the con¬ 
trary, the nunibci ol applu outs lor cora- 
niissions w is. so great, as to produce iri- 
convtnicnec to iLc admniisti ilion of the 
army 1ft enticatcd the llou'-e not to 
allow ilstll to be tarried away too isi by 
Its feeling on the pic>tiu o< c isioti; but 
to icat a->sUM <1, that thtti opinious would 
be (onvfytd thioogu the unnisteis to the 
Prince Regtm, and would be duly eoiisi- 
deied when the whole ot the subject should 
eomt under revu w. 

General G iscoyne did not see any rea¬ 
son why tiK claims of niulshipmcii and 
mates should not also be attcnehd to, and 
coiisidfied iiiis as no objection to Ins mo¬ 
tion. He wss lathei suipiised that the 
lion admiral had not bi ought luiward 
their claims directly, instead ol alluding 
to them iiKideiKally and comparatively. 
He hid not appealtd to the feelings of the 
House but to their justice. As to the 
competitKM fur commissions, iheu‘ was 
always a eonipelition foi every thing that 
was given away fui nothing It might as 
well hate been iiigcd in opposition to all 
th( pioposed increases to salaiies in the 
customs and excise, that there mvci was 
a want of landidates fir such situations. 
The fact, however, wis, th it there was by 
no means the competition that there for- 
nitily was for commissioiiR to be pur¬ 
chased. For some years past, almost all 
tne ensigncKS had been given away. 

The House then divided; when Geo. 
Gascoy nr's motion was lost by a majority 
of 32 to 23. 

Boildings in THt Pajikv.] Mr. Tkmty 
enquired ot the Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer, what would be the whole expena* 
of the works going on in the Parks. 
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The Chmcdlor qf the Exchequer replied, He wUIied to kftow whether this was all 
that the dilFercnt officers of the household, that remained to be provided for on this 
in their anxiety to comply with the order account, as 2000/. was a sum which would 
olThc House, had immediately made their go but a little way in thatch for this mag- 
return of what had been already expended, nificent palace ! 

without estimating wliat remained to be The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, 
expended. He believed, that in the Lord that the returns had been made last year, 
Chamberlain’s department, there would he but he was not sure whether all the bills 
a pretty considerable increase beyond the had been furnished, 
return already made. He could not speak Lord Cas^/creog/t said, that this building 
with accuracy on the subjeci at present. was for the acconttnodntion of the Prince 

Mr. 'VUmcjf declared himself surprised Regent; who, as a subject, had no house in 
atthisanswei; asonthetwolastcomnnttees the country to retire to within a conro* 
tlut had sat upon the civil list, it seemed nient distance of town, 
to he perfectly understood that no new Mr. bennet then moved for the plan 
works Would be begun without a previous and estimates of this building in Windsor 
estimate of the expense iieiiig laid bel'ore patk. 

the House. It apiieared now, that great The ChmciUor of the Exchequer had no 
works had been begun, and svere carrying objection to a return of the expense aU 
uii, of which the House were completely ready incurred, or an estimate of the 
without mroriiiatiou as to their probable piob.ible future expense. lie saw no 
evpi’iise. We saw those new works ill the leanin, how'ever, for the plan being laid 
parks rising cveiy day, but how b'gh before the House, and therefore moved as 
they Wire to got up, or bow low they an amendment, that that part of the mo- 
weie to (all, or what w'as to be the firoba- tion should be omitted, 
ble e.vpensc of them, the House was com- Mr. Tierney thought it impossible foe 
pletely ignorant. the House to know what they were doing, 

All. ijcimrt wished to put a question io unless they had the estimatu as well as 
the right lion, gtntlcman as to a great the plan. 

atructure that was now building in the Tlic Chancellor of the Exchequer consi- 
great paik of Wnulsor. It was a most dered it of no importance to submit to 
singular [liece of arcliilccture, but very the consideration of the House, whether 
capacious, and contained a vast number this plan showed good taste or bad taste, 
ol rooms, anil great accommodations. He He thought it right, however, that par- 
wished to know who this pal ice was built lianieiit should be informed of the expense, 
lor, and who was to bo ttie owner or oc- Mr. Tierney A\6 not wish to criticise the 

Gupicr of it. He also wished to know nature of the plan, but considered it ab- 

by whose taste it had been constructed, as solutely impossible to form a judgment 
he should wish to prevent, as far as pos- about the estimate of the expense, w'itli- 
eible, that person from having any concern out having the plan of the building, 
in other buildings which were at the na- Tin* amendment of the Chancellor of 
tional expense. The walls of this edifice I the F-vchcqiK*r was carried by a majority 
were of stone, and the roof of thatch ; and of 43 to 0. 

it altogether appeared to him, as ex- Mr, Tierney enquired from whom tho 
pressed by a poet, board of woiks had received their in- 

“ The crar’d cre.titou of di•.temper’d brains.” structions, prior to beginning the works in 

The ChunciUor of the Exchequer replied, the parks, 
that thi.s building was intended for the The Chancellor of the Eichtquer said, 

residence of the Prince Regent; and, not- that it was in the Lord Clianiherlam's de- 

wUhstanding there were already many pailment. 

royal palaces, he did not suppose that anj' Mr. T’/cna/'y observed, that in the Lord 
one of them could be fitted up for the ac- Cliambei l.dn’.s reinrii.s, it was expressly 
coitiniodalion of the Prince at so small an mentioned “ exclusive of the new works 
exjiense as ibis, which was called the cariyiiigoii in the Parks.*’ He believed 
cottage in Windor paik. As to the ex- that it was now evident that those works 
pen.se, the greater part of it bad been al- would come to a great deal inoic than 
ready accounted (or in the expenditure of the. 15,000/. which had been at first men- 
the civil list of the last year. tinned. 

Mr. Tiemcy saw in the accounts a sum Sir /T. Congreve said. that he had no rea- 
•f 2000/. for woilis in Windsor grtat park, son to alter the opinion be before gave. 
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that after deductin}; the value of the nja- 
tertals, 15,000/. would be sufficient to cover 
the expense of the preparations for the 
fire>works. 

Mr. TienifJ/ then asked, by whose di¬ 
rections, or by what authority, he had 
under taken works to the extent of 15,000/. 

Sir //'. Conjrrese said, that he thought 
hini'-cli justified by precedent. In the 
year 174<), the board of works had, by 
tlie authority of llic King’s warrant, gone 
to considerable expense fur the prepara¬ 
tion of fire-woiki. 

Mr. 'I'terney tlien asked, was there a 
king’s warrant fur this expeiidiluiti of 
15,000/. ? 

Sir W. ConurcDe said, that he was not 
prepared (o .say that a wair.ini had been 
yet gi anted to that amount.—There had 
been a warrant for a part of it. 

Mr. 7begged to be understood, 
that he did not mean to impute the 
slightest mismanagement oi inattention to 
sir William Cii"i>icve, in the exei’Ution of 
that part of the duly which he had under¬ 
taken, All he wanted was a logular ts- 
tiiualc of the expen.-c, and not merely 
what Alight have been mentioned in a 
loose conversation from Mr. Nash to sii 
William Congreve. 

The Chancellor of thf 7'ixc/icyaer said, tliat 
tliui'c was a warrant for the sum of .0000/. 

Mr. TUrnetj (hen moved for an estimate 
of the expense of the preparations for the 
fete in Hyde-paik, Su James’s-park, and 
the (iieen-park.—-Agreed to. 

Mr. Bankes wished to know whether 
the bridge over the canal in the Park, 
with all its ornamental superstructure, was 
incliidfd in the 15,000/. 

t>ir W. Congreve said, that it was at first 
included, but as the bridge was intended 
now to be a permanent one, he did not 
think it could be fairly classed among the 
preparations for fire-works. 

Mr. Bennet asked, whether the large 
ornaments upon the bridge were to be 
removed, or whether they were to be per- 
ni iiient. 

Sir If. Congreve said, that this would be 
a ipiesMon of taste, and be could not say 
winch way it would be decided. 

eesasss 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Thursiny^ July 14. 

CiERMAK SurFfcagas.] The Earl of 
Liveipool presented a Message from the 
Pniire Regent, recommending them to 
concur in such additional provisions to 
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the distressed inhabitants of Germany as 
should be deemed expedient. 

The Message was ordered to be taken 
into consideration to-morrow. 

Slave TaAor,.] Earl Stanhope stated, 
that be had an immense number of peti¬ 
tions to present against the revival of the 
Slave Trade. Several petitions were ac¬ 
cordingly presented and laid on the table. 

Lord Holland stated, that he also had 
the satisfaction of being called upon lo 
present several petitions against the Slave 
Trade ; one signed by upwards of 1,700 
persons, and the rest numerously .signed. 
The petitions, being from Nottingham, and 
a variety of other places, were laid on the 
tabic. 

Lord GVens/Z/e presented petitions to the 
same effect, fiom Quecnstirry, Kelso, ur.d 
Maideiiliend, vvhich w'ere htid on the table. 
Hih loidblnp then stated, that he had ann- 
iher petit ion to present, to the same eflect. 
which re({uired rallier more particula- 
notice. It was a petition from Dristul, 
signed by 10,1'>5 persons, agreed to at a 
n(ini(roii> meeting, mure unanimous, both 
as to the onjert and the means hy which it 
was to be attained, than any other meeting 
in tliat city w'lthiii the memory of man. 
lie rouKl not think himself justified in 
ollcnng to their lordships a petition from 
that city, on sucli a .subject, .«-o agned to. 
and so signed, without calling their lotd- 
siiip’s particular attention to it. It iiiiis! 
be recollected, that this was a city which 
had itself once carried on tiiis inujuitoiik 
traffic to a considerable < \tent; hut a city 
which had, to its liigii honour, given it up 
even before the abolition. It was ex¬ 
tremely flattering to bint, personally, to be 
the in,stiumciit of presenting this petition 
to their lordships, as it formed one oi the 
best pi oofs of the unprecedented zeal with 
which the public now came forward to 
give its voice agaiiLSt this horrid and de¬ 
testable traffic.—The Petition was laid on 
the tabic. 

The Marquis of Lansdowne presented, 
among other petitions against the Slave 
Trade, one fiom Limerick, which was 
numerously signed by Quakers and others. 
In answer to a question from the Lord 
Chancellor, he said it was addressed “ to 
the Lord’s spiritual and temporal.” 'The 
Irish Quakers, as well as the rest of the in¬ 
habitants of that country, were so warm in 
the cause, that they were not to be de¬ 
terred from petitioning, by being scropu* 
lous about the terns oi address. 
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HntsToN EtBCTiON But,] The Lord 
Chancellor said, be did Aot bring forward 
the motion which it was bis intention to 
submit to their lordships, because he con¬ 
sidered the matter of this Bill was not, in 
its nature, dcbvrving of the berious atten¬ 
tion of parliament, and such ns called lor 
cxantin>tliou and remedy. Whether the 
remedy in the Bill befoie their lordships 
was proper or not, there could be little 
doubt that the mibchief was not of a nature 
which called ior the attention of parlia* 
ment. However, they ought to take care 
that they ptoceeded on such evidence as 
autluxised them to legislate upon. It was 
impossible, without oppression, to obtain all 
rhe evidence wanted, before this Bill could 
be passed, during the present sessions. 
Weie they to receive any part of the evi¬ 
dence thib session, that evidence could not 
be received iii another session, on a Bill 
difleiing in its contents fiom the piesent. 
He, therefuie, thought it inexpedient to 
pioceed iarlher Willi the Bill al piesent; 
tind he should move. That it be read a 
second lime this day two monlh«. 

Lord GienvPIe thought the ground as- 
Kigiied by the noble and leained lord very 
SfitisfactorV' He had no didiculty in ex- 
piessiiig himself veiy friendly lo the piin- 
ciple oi Bills like the present, when a .sufli- 
nent gioutul was laid fur the mensuie. 
Hu tiusted the House would go into an 
t V'uninaiion of evidence early in the next 
session. He would have been anxious to 
have examined some of the evidence this 
bebsiuii, but for the reason stated by the 
noble and learned lord. 

The motion was then put, and carried. 


HOUSE OF rOMMONS. 

Thursday, July 11-. 

PaiNlE llLC.C.NT’b MeS.SAUC BrsPECTINO 
THE Glrmsn Si irEiiEKb.] The Chancellor 
of the Exrheijucr presented the followine: 
Message fioni the Prince Kegeiit: 

“ Ttie Prince Regent, acting in the name 
and on the behalf of his Majesty, having 
taken into bis serious consideration the 
accounts which he has received of the 
severe distresses to which the inhabitants 
of a part ol Germany have been exposed 
in their persons and property, in conse¬ 
quence of the opeiatioiis of the war, and 
of the wanton and atrocious devastations 
oonoiniUed by the forces acting under the 
orders of the late ruler of Prance, recom- 
mends to the House of Commons to enable 
his Royal Highness, in aid of the vulun* 


tary eontributions whitih have been al¬ 
ready furnished by bis Majesty’s subjects 
for this purpose, to afford to the sullering 
people of Germany such additional relief 
as may be suitable to this roost interesting 
occasion. Geokgl, P. J?.” 

Ordered to be referred to the Committee 
of Supply, 

Princess or Wales’s Annuity Bill.} 

Lord Castlercagh moved the order of 
the day for the second reading of the 
Princess of Wales’s Annuity Bill. The 
order of the day being read, 

Mr. Tierney said, thathe felt it necessary 
to trouble liie House with a few observa** 
tions upon this measure; but he begged to 
premise his remarks by stating, that jn 
olVering tliem he did not act either with 
the knowledge of the Princess of Wales, 
or after consulting with any of the gen¬ 
tlemen who had been accustomed to advise 
her Royal Highness. ^ His obseivatiuiis 
proceedtd entirely fro*ni hi.s own view of 
the subject. He was much sui prised at 
the enactments of the Bill before the 
House : the preamble staled, that it was 
to enable his Klajcsty to settle an annuity 
upon the Pi KU ess ul Wales: in framing it, 
the noble loid vs as authorised to go no 
further than he was svarrantrd by the 
terms of the resolution of the House, aug¬ 
menting the income of the Princess of 
Walts; but the whole of this measure, 
two clauses excepted, related entirrly to 
IransacUoiis of the year I80<), regaiding 
the ariangemciit tlfn made between the 
Pi ince and Pi inccss of Wales. What rela¬ 
tion they had to the present Bill he could 
not understand. The Bill, among other 
things, recited, that the Prince Regent was 
not in lutufe to he liable to anv of the 
debts of the Princess of Wales. Whither 
a provision declaring " that his Royal 
Highness was under no legal obligation to 
pay those debts,” was sound law, he was 
not competent to decide, but it did seem 
as if the greater part of the Bill had been 
devised, in order to prevent any liability 
on tht part of the Prince Regent. The 
nnin objection he had to it, was, that the 
Bill dealt most unfairly by her Ro\ ai 
Highness, and perverted lo the most in¬ 
vidious purposes the arrangement ui’ I'-O!). 
One of the papers brought down by the 
noble Iflid, purported to be an agi cement 
between the Prince and Princess of Wales. 
It appesired that, in 18('‘>, the creditois of 
the Pi inccss of Wales represented to Mi. 
Perceval and the duke of Poitland, that 
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her Royal Highness was indebted to them 
in the sum of 49.(H)0/- which circumstance 
Mr. Perceval slated to the Prince Regent, 
who took upon liimseif the payment of that 
•Utn. In order, however, to guard himself 
Against future demands, he pinposed (o 
obtain the sanction of an act of parliament, 
or of an order in council to (be sameeflect. 
Of the last, he was informed, that it was 
not customary to make such a use; and to 
the first, it was not then convenient to 
resort, since it was not deemed expedient 
to come to parliament at that time. The 
House would bear tins circumstance in 
mind, because it was the duty of the noble 
lord to shew why it was now more ex¬ 
pedient and fit to resort to pailiament, 
than at the former period. What he con¬ 
tended, was, that nothing new had occurred 
to justify such a proceeding. Since the 
Prince Regent could be provided wilh 
neither of these safe-guards, a paper w.ts 
signed by the p.irties, which augmented 
the income of ( le Piincessof Wiile.s.^>.000/, 
and was deemed, under the sanction of bis 
Majesty, adequate to the purpose, m Inch 
was given in another dnrument, laid 
upon the table. He then lead to the House 
an extract from this last document, stating 
that such a guarantee was extremely rea¬ 
sonable, and providing, that if the Prin¬ 
cess of W^les should again be found to 
have incurred debus, application should be 
immediately made to parliament, praying 
that an Act might bi- passed to indemnify 
the Prince Regent from the pajmient of 
those debts. Now, he would ask what 
bad happened since 1S09, that could sub¬ 
ject the Princess to the provisions of the 
present Bill ? No application, it appeared, 
was to have been made to parliament for 
any enactment to secure the Ptmec of 
Wales flrora debts contracted by the Pijn- 
cess, unless she exreedcd the tnenme set¬ 
tled on her, or contracted debts which she 
bad refused to discharge. Had tins hap¬ 
pened ? So far fiom it, the Prmce.ss of 
Wales had discharged, out of her income, 
a debt of IjCOO/. due at the time of t!te 
agreement. And was it not hard, that, at 
the tune when the House was professing 
to do an act of liberality, they should tnis. 
lead the country into a belief, that they 
ivere obliged to provide some security for 
the Prince of Wales against the delits of 
the Princess, because her word or signa¬ 
ture, was not sufficient.? And this while, 
instead of asking for money, the Princess 
bad been the first of the Royal Family 
who had refused money! Thu noble lord 

§ 


seemed to treat this matter with great 
levity ; but the paper, which was before 
the House, was drawn up only because his 
Miijesty would nut consent to bring the 
Princess before parliament in 1809; while 
now she was brought before parliament as 
a person who had violated her word. He 
had thus slated his opinion on the second 
reading, with the intention to go further 
into the subject in the Commiitee. What 
he at present wished in ahk of the noble 
lord was. Did he say that the Princess of 
Wales had departed from the agreement 
of 1809 ? Did he bring her before parlia¬ 
ment as a person who had exceeded her 
income ? If, on this bead, the noble lord 
could give him satisfaction,—if the noble 
lord could prove that the Piincess had 
ever exceeded her income sinie the agiee- 
ment of 1809,—be ^Ilould give him no 
further trouble. 

Lord Caula-engh said, that he had, on a 
former night, distinctly di^claimid any 
belief that the Piiiuc^s had incurred any 
debts; and, on that account, he had nol 
thought it necessary to pul her Royal 
liighne.ss's proposed income miJcr the re¬ 
gulations to which the ineome of .some 
dther brant'ht.s of the loyal lumily had 
been placed. Ii was tor leasons, perlcclly 
distinct, that he had jiioposerl the Bill as 
it stood. It was said, that the title roveied 
nothing hut a grant of money to the Piin- 
cesR, and that the resolu'ions of the com¬ 
mittee went only to this extent. Pul ho 
contended, that it was naturally open to 
parliament, in granting any money, to ac¬ 
company it wilh any regulations which 
they might ihmk fit. As to the title 
merely, it would be open to the light hull, 
geiitleman in the committee to propose an 
ameiidineiit. It had been said, that tha 
papers, which bad been laid before the 
llou%e, had nothing to do wilh the grant to 
the Princess. He apprehended, that they 
had most materially to do with the giant; 
for It would have been a reasonable ground 
of complaint, if the House bad not been 
informed of the inr ompetency of the Prin¬ 
cess’s income, before any addition to it 
was proposed. It was also most proper, 
on account of the other provisions in the 
Bill, tokiiowwha* income the Princessde- 
nved from the Prince of Wales. As to 
the agreement of 1800. the only motive 
why it had not,at that time, been thought 
fit to come to parli unent (ihoiigb a par¬ 
liamentary enactment, even then, was 
thought the only measure <thich would be 
peifectly satisfactory}, was^ that it was 



9(153 Sttfkren.. 

deemed moat expedient, if it conld be 
avoided, that the coacenu of the royal 
family should not at all J)e entered into 
by parliament. And as the Prince of 
Wales, at that time, had found means to j 
pay the debts contracted by the Princess, 
and to increase her income, an application 
of the kind was unnecessary. The right 
boo. wntleman had said, that the paper 
stateciu that the Prince of Wales was not 
liable to the debts of the Princess. As a 
^neral principle, the contrary was stated 
in the papers; but, for the debts to the 
amount of 49,000/. at that time owing by 
the Princess, it was true, that he was not 
liable, because the creditors bad not com¬ 
plied with the regulations of the act of 
parliament respecting the Prince’s re¬ 
venue. But as the Prince was prospec¬ 
tively liable, it was then thought proper 
that he should be seemed against any 
fresh debts. But, it was said by the right 
hoii. gentleman, why mahe a provision of 
that kind ai pie^eiit, but to throw a re- ' 
fl'iction on the Piincess? The obvious an¬ 
swer was, that by the Bill U'fore the ; 
House a tot.>l ebtinue was effected in the j 
Print ess of Wales’s income. The income 
of the Princess, nr any part of it, was nut 
now at the discretion of the Prince Re¬ 
gent; but it had been thi)Ut;lit proper to 
give the whole ineunie out of the consoli¬ 
dated fund, and to take, from the Prince 
the 22,000/. a year vi'hich he was in the 
lidhit ol paying to the Princess. At pre¬ 
sent, Iheiemre, the state of the case was 
very diileteiit from that in vihiih it stood 
under the agreement between the parlies. 
For, at that time, thouu;h the creditors of 
the Princess might have made their claims 
legal ill his of tUt* Piiuce, by complying 
with the regulations Ilf the act of pailia- 
mexit, yet, nut only might the Prince have 
secuied himself prospective!v by an ap-' 
plication to parliament, but fic had in his 
power the 22,000/. a year, from whence 
lie could deduct the debts contracted by 
the Princess, for which he was made 
liable. As the Bill belore the House took 
from the Prince all dominion over the 
Princess’s revenue, it was but just that the 
Princes- should nut be enabled to make 
any claim on that of his Royal Highness, 
ijach an enactment, which was only that 
which the natural justice of the case be¬ 
tween the parlies, required, conveyed no 
Imputation on the Princess. For it would 
he t» invert the order of nature, to make 
sis Royal Highness dependent on the 
Princess while there was no dependence 
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on her part* Hie right hon. gentlemaa 
might hare known, though not admittt^ to 
that intimacy with her Royal Highness to 
which some other members were, that the 
Princess felt no such apprehensions on thie 
subject as the right bon. gentleman en* 
tertained for her. In tliat letter to him 
(lord Castlereagb), in which she bad not, 
as he thought, shewn that repugnance to 
accept the public money which the right 
hon. gentleman had mentioned—whiciiL 
repugnance did not, in fact exist, until her 
advisers had created it—in that letter, sho 
stated that there was nothing in the pro* 
posed measure inconsistent with her rights* 
her rank, and her honour. He hoped this 
would relieve the right hon. gentlemaa 
from the fears which he entertained. 

Mr. Tierney said, that the noble lord had 
not convinced him; and as he bad not con¬ 
vinced the noble lord, he should not make 
another attempt at that time. As to the 
letter of the Princess of Wales, it was only 
an answer to a proposition of an addition 
of 28,(X)0/. a year to her income. She 
had then said, that she saw nothing in the 
proposition derogatory to her rank or cha¬ 
racter; indeed, it w'ould have been a 
wonder if she had. He should feel it his 
duty, in the commiUee, to propose some 
clause, to explain, that it was not under¬ 
stood that the Princess had exceeded her 
income, if he could not, as he should en¬ 
deavour to do, reduce the Bill to a simple 
grant of money. 

Lord Castlereagh explained, that it was 
in the Answer of the Princess of Walea 
to his second communication which con¬ 
tained a draft of the Bill, that she had 
used the expressions he had mentioned. 

The Bill was then read a second time, 
and ordered to be cooiniitted to-morrow. 


HOU.SB OF LORDS. 

Thursday, July 14. 

German SuPFEnEas.] The order being 
read for taking the Piince Regent's Mes¬ 
sage of yesterday, upon this subject, into 
consideration, his Royal Highness’s Mes¬ 
sage was read by the clerk; when 
The Earl of Liverpool rose to call their 
lordships’ attention to the subject, ile 
adverted, in the first instance, to the sub¬ 
scription set on foot towards the close of 
autumn, last year, for the relief of the suf¬ 
fering Germans, by a number of benevo¬ 
lent individuals. Uwas hoped, liiat the 
sums raised by that mode would be found 
soi&cienv, not perhaps absolutely to an« 
(3Z) ^ 
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swer ibe dtbsired purpose, but to preclude 
the necessity of any appeal to the gene¬ 
rous feeling and liberality of the British 
pUriiaoient. The sum raised on the occa- 
iibn, to which he referred, was about 
100,000/. and reflected the highest credit 
tn the hiinianity and bencvoIence*of the 
tontribuiors. Ine distribution of it had 
been principally confined to certain dis- 
friers—the vicinity of Dresden. He had 
aeen a calculation, by which, in sisty-ihree 
Tillages round that capital, through the 
devastating operations in October last, 
it appeared that upwards of half a million 
iterling of property bad been destroyed. 
He was certain that it was impossible to 
attention these circumstances without rous¬ 
ing the sympathetic and compasionate 
feelings of their lordships. Taking the 
severe distresses and losses of these unfor¬ 
tunate people into his serious consideration, 
the Prince Regent was induced to propose, 
that a sum shuuld be furnished, to bo dis¬ 
tributed on a .scale and principle similar 
to that which was adopted on two former 
occasions. It would not be necessary to 
ttpecify in the 'address, the sum which it 
was proposed to vote; but the intended 
amount was 100,000/. Were there no 
other, he was willing to rest the question 
upon this consideration alone. That part 
of Europe had been, with very little in¬ 
terval, engaged in a state of desolating and 
destructive warfare for the last twenty 
years; and the circumstance, of peculiar 
pood fortune to this country was, that, 
from its insular situation, it enjoyed ad¬ 
vantages, which precluded it from sutler- 
ing those losses, and inflictions to which 
the continental nations were exposed. It 
Was owing to the blessing and protection 
of Providence, that this country had not, 
for the shortest interval, been made the 
theatre of war; a distinction which ren¬ 
dered the diilerenre between countries, em¬ 
barked in one common warfare, as great, 
as that between a country actually en¬ 
gaged in war, and one in a state of perfect 
peace. The proposed grant was meant 
to be confided exclusively to the relief of 
the people of those countries who bad 
suffered the most directly all the cruelties, 
wU the horrors, all the miseries inflicted 
by the immediate and aciual operations of 
war! He was satisfied, that to say thus 
much was sufficient in the way of appeal 
to the benevolent and generous feelings of 
the House, which he was confident, though 
it could not eifitetuate all the good that 
might be wished, would sliew itself dis- 
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posed to do all that could be effected. The 
noble earl concluded, by moving an Ad¬ 
dress to the Prince Regent, assuring his 
Royal Highness of the cheerful concur¬ 
rence of the House, in such measures as 
may be necessary to enable him to carry 
into effect the benevolent object of his most 
gracious Message. On the question, being 
put, 

Ijord Holland said, he felt it to be a 
most ungracious duly to resist an appeal 
to their lordship’s generosity ; but he was 
compelled, notwithstanding that circum¬ 
stance, by his sense of public doty, to 
enter his protest against this lavish expen¬ 
diture of the public money. It was true, 
that similar grants had been made on two 
occasions in the course of the present war ; 
one to Portugal, where the people had 
suffered, by a well conducted retreat of 
our army, having driven their property 
before them, to prevent its falling into the 
hands of the enemy ; another to the peo¬ 
ple of Moscow, on occasion of the burning 
of that capital. In the case of Portugal, 
considering all the circumstances, there 
existed strong grounds for such a grant, 
which was little more than an act of jus¬ 
tice. In the case of Moscow, he had 
rather acquiesced in llian appioved of the 
grant; and he had acquiesced, not fi-om 
any opinion that the grant could do much 
good, but because, when such grant was 
once proposed, it was better to agree to it 
than to refuse, in order to sliew every dis¬ 
position to make common cause with 
Russia, which was then an object of great 
importance. The grant of the Portuguese 
was made in the spirit of justice and sound 
policy. The grant to the people of Russia 
might be founded in policy. But here 
they were called upon at the close of the 
war, without any examination, to vote 
away this sum of money at a time when 
the people of this country were suffering 
severely from the effects of the war, and 
when there was no appearance of their 
burthens being, immediately at least, very 
much diminished. He was well aware of 
tlie calamities which must be endured by 
the people of those countries which had 
been more peculiarly the theatre of war: 
but these caiamities were not of a nature 
to be relieved by money, and therefore 
this was imposing an additional burthen 
on this country, without doing much good 
to those places where the bounty was to be 
distribuUd. The voluntary subscription, 
he admitted, did high honour tothose who 
had subscribed; but when they came to 
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be chaiitable in the way of parliamentary 
grants, it was incombent upon them, in the 
firft place, to look at home, and see whe¬ 
ther Sufficient objects of their charity 
might not be found in this country. The 
people of this country had suffered most 
aeverely by the war; and, to be convinced 
of it, they had only to look at (he state of 
their ganU, and at the lists of bankrupts. 
They might there find sufiicieut matter to 
shew tho impropriety of this lavish and 
wanton expenditure of the public money, 
as if parliament had nothing to do but to 
sanction these giants without examination. 
He did not wish to treat this subject with 
any degree of asperity, but even the time 
when the grant was proposed, rendered it 
liable to considerable suspicion. These 
miseries had been suffered twelve months 
ago, and why had the jiniposal been post¬ 
poned till this late period of the session, 
when the attendance was usually so small? 
With full as strong a disposition as any 
one could feel to commiserate the cala¬ 
mities of the suffering Germans, he did 
not iliink that cvciy part of the continent 
of l^.urope, which had suffered directly 
from the calamities of war, was entitled to 
demand lelief out of the purse of this na¬ 
tion.—We ought first to look at home. 
To come to pruliament, with so little ce¬ 
remony for money, did appear to him not 
exactly a proper mode ofproceeding; and, 
however ungracious the duty might be, 
he fell himself compelled to give this ad> 
dress a decided negative. 

Lord Bortnjfdoa was of opinion, the 
former grant, in the case of Moscow, had 
effected much more than an expression of 
that country’s feeling. With respect to 
the present grant, according to the calcu¬ 
lation of the noble earl, the loss of pro¬ 
perty, in the villages near Dresden was 
about half a million. There bad been 
nearly 100,000/. voluntarily subscribed; 
therefore, with the present grant, about 
two fifths of the whole local loss would be 
procured. The measure, he thought, would 
produce a very bcncScial and lasting im¬ 
pression on the minds of those towards 
whose relief it was directed. 

Lord Holland, in the course of a short 
explanation, observed, that in the circum¬ 
stances in which this country stood with 
Bussia, at the time of the grant to the suf¬ 
fering people of that country, it might he 
regarded as a measure of policy, as well 
as of benevolence. The hreaty between 
the two countries was not then signed; 
and to have acted differeatly, ipight re- 


sviv u, 1814 . ino 

garded as a kind of unwillingness to make 
common cause with her. ^ 

The Burl of .Lauderdale concurred in 
the observations of bis noble friend. We 
ought first to examine the state of our own 
people, and not extend that charity abroad, 
which was due to our distresses at home. 
They bad the evidence upon their table 
(such was the distress in Spital-fields,) that 
an overseer, on his oath, had stated, that 
many died through absolute want. In the 
present instance, there was no evidence 
before them, but in the one he had justal- 
laded to; though they possessed indfsputa- 
ble testimony of the fact, it was never 
thought necessary to make a proposition to 
parliament in aid of such distress, occa¬ 
sioned by the war among ourselves. 

Viscount Sidmouth had beard, with asto¬ 
nishment, the observations of the noble 
lords, knowing, as he did, that the exer¬ 
tions of the public spirit, had never, on 
any former occasion, in the history of tbU 
country, been accompanied with such ex¬ 
tensive benevolence. The number of 
charitable institutions had increased, during 
the war, beyond all former example ; anti 
the sums which had been distributed ta 
charity were unprecedented. It was also 
to be considered, that the policy of the 
law of this country had provided a security 
against the extremity of want, which was 
not to be found in any other country. He 
admitted, that the circumstances were 
difieicnt from those under which the Por¬ 
tuguese and Moscow grants had been 
made; but, in those cases, much good bad 
been done by the bounty of this country. 
The devastations m Portugal had not 
been occasioned by the British, but by 
the I'rcncii, whose course was like that of 
Atlilhi, like a horde of barbarians, anxious 
to destroy where they could not conquer. 
He was convinced, that the present grant 
would do good. It was, besides, a grant 
which might be justified in sound policy* 
on account of the impression which jit 
would create with respect to this country; 
and he had no doubt, but it would meet 
with the hearty concurrence of eveiy p^rt 
of the nation. 

Lord Holland thought it would be pro¬ 
per to know, what security they had, that 
the sum would he faithfully applied to the 
purpose for which it was voted ? 

Tile E<irl of Liuerpoo/ answered, that it 
was to be distributed in the same mody as 
the sums raised by voluntary subscrip¬ 
tions. He had in his hand an account of 
the mapnof in which the greater part of 
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ft h«d been* dutributed. Aboal S&fiOOl^ ■ 
had been diatributed iii the places about 
liPipsic} and about 1,5 OOOZ. at Hamburgh. 
It bad been intended, at one time, to move 
a»e ftUied ftncc on Hamburgh; that intern i 
tion was abnndoiied; and the favourable 
result oi the campaign bad been, in a great 
rnoasuie, owing to that abandonment. 
Hanibuigh, however, bad suffered dread- 
in consequence, and no one could 
rcgiet thu aid afforded to the people of 
that cily. 

The Archbishop of Cmterhvry said, lie 
had heard, with great pain, the statenunt 
of the noble lord, with respect to Spital* 
Helds. Htt supposed the noble lord had 
heard of an institution which had been set 
on foot for the relief of the lal>ouring part 
of the community, and which had afiorded 
great relief to the poor of Spital-fields. Its 
henehvs had, besides, extended over the 
whole of the country; and all the sums, 
which hail been collected, had been most I 
carefully applied. As to the present grant, 
it was hardly possible, that any Briton who 
had, during the war, remained safe at 
home, amidst the calamities, which had 
spread over the continent, to contemplate 
the miseries endured by other countries, 
without feeling thankful to Providence 
Jbr the prole.ction afiorded to this nation; 
and without the most anxious desire to 
relieve thedistiesses of his fellow-creatures 
whose lot had fallen in less favourable si¬ 
tuations. He was sure the noble earl 
himself, if be were satisfied that we were 
not neglecting our own poor, would most 
willingly agrte to this Address. Now, his 
opinion was, that our poor had been must 
carefully attended to; and that they had. 
hy no means, suffpred so much distress as 
the poor in those parts of the continent, 
which had been the theatre of war; who, 
be it remtmhered, had suBered in a cause,' 
from the favourable result of which we 
now derived so many advantages. As to 
the distribution of the money collected by 
voluntary subscriptions, every thing had 
been done which man lould do to prevent 
fraud, as he could well testify, having bad 
s considerable share in the management 
himself. The noble lords might, therefore, 
make themselves easy on that point. 

I'lie Earl of Lauderdale considered it 
highly laudable and beneficial, that men, 
in so exalted and dignified station, should 
come forward as the most reverend prelate 
had done; but could not avoid entertain¬ 
ing his objection to the distribution of Uie 
nooey through the hands of men who 
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could not, by any possibility, be made r«. 
spbnsible. 

The Address was then agreed to. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday, July 14. 

Petition of Mr. Valpy, respectino 
Copy-Kight Bill.1 .Sir Egertun Brydges 
preseiitid a Petition from Mr. Abraham 
John Valpy, of Tooke’s-couit, Chancery* 
lane, London, printer, soiling forth, 

" 'i hat the petitioner has, for some time 
past, been engaged in collecting sub¬ 
set ibers* names, to enable him to print a 
new and improved edition of Stephens’s 
(xrvek Thesaurus; that he has nearly ob¬ 
tained the necessary number of subscribers, 
to cover the expenses of the undertaking, 
which will amount to upwards cf 18,00U/.; 
ami ill rui)be(|uence of the names so col¬ 
let ted, he h IS consid< red himself able to 
go to press, in a verv short period, with the 
first number; but the petitiont-r humbly 
begs to represent bis tt-ars. itiat if the Bill, 
now in progress through the House, passes 
into a law, by wbiih lie may be obliged 
to give eleven copies of the wuik lu the 
uiiivcrsitie.s, &c, be must be undtr the 
necessity of delaying ibe publication tifl 
such time as he can collect a sulficient 
number of extra uame.s to cover the loss 
of 2901., which the gift of thu said eleven 
copies would create to him, or be may be 
obliged entirely to abandon ihe pru|ect, 
which would ocr^asioii him a veiy serious 
loss; and praying, that, as fioni the great 
expense of punting such a woik, nu one 
peron or persons can steal or piia'e the 
copy-right, a clause may be inserted to 
exempt the present, and all similar utider- 
takiiigs from the burden of being obliged 
to deliver copies to the public libiaries on 
their demand. 

Alien Act Repeal Bill.] On the 
motion for the second reading of the Bill, 

Mr. Huey Addington stated liimseif to 
be anxious to explain the nature of this 
Bill. He described it a* being nothing 
more than a renewal of the Act of 1802. 
It did not give ministers greater power 
than they were entrusted with by that 
Act. Whether those powers were origi¬ 
nally too great, it was for the House to 
decide. For his own part, considering 
all circumstances, be had never been of 
opinion, that that Act went too far.—No 
abuse of it bad, in any one case, been 
proved, Tbe present Bill, he admitted 
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to be« in some respects, imperfect; bat he 
hoped there would he no objection to pass 
it for the present, as the period or its 
operation was limited to one year. 

Mr. Abercrombk said, the only part of 
the right hon. gentleman’s speech, which 
was to him satisfactory, was that in which 
he slated the operations of this Bill would 
be confined to one year. That did aw ay 
much of what be had thought objectiona 
ble in the Bill, though hr cotild never 
bring himsell to think we ought to have 
an Alien Act m tc c**, but against tl)*> 
subjects of a country with whom we were 
actually at war. An Alien Act was first 
framtcl, from the peculiar nature of the 
war, and afterwards kept up frotii the pe¬ 
culiar character of itie peace. It Btirop<^ 
had gained any thing by ihe late w'ar— 
it the present peace were a good our, we 
ought to be enabled to do without such a 
law. The right hon. gentleman h .d said, 
the Act had not been proved to have been 
abused III any one case This was not 
Tery extraordmaiy, when the proof of* 
Jered to be given, bad never been rei eived. 
In some taxes, he believed individuaK, 
had, by means of this Act, been treated 
with nnineriied severity. 

Mr. P. Moore did not sec that any sort 
of ground had been tiffered for continuing 
this Act in force ; and feared it may give 
rise to the same comphunts that were 
made against it in 1802. The French at 
that time complained of the Alien Act, 
as a lemoval of confidence, and as a proof 
that this country was not seriously dis¬ 
posed to peace. Its operation at piesent 
would be much wot'c; and tend, he feared, 
to ]irolong jealousy between the two 
counlru 

Ml. Whitbiead could not vote for the 
Bill on the slender grounds laid. He 
should be glad to know against whom the 
measure was directed ? Was it against 
Ameileans, or against Spaniards, French, 
or Germans f One of the grounds of wai 
with America, was, that we stole and kid¬ 
napped her subjects, and brought them 
into this country. Where were the per¬ 
sons to whom the Bill would apply ? 
Who now were infected with thi.s leven of 
Jacobinism ? Was it meant to be said that 
ministers were now afraid of evolu¬ 
tionary emissaries from France } By whom 
was the right bon. gentleman ternfied, 
tvbom be wished to send out of the coun¬ 
try ? As to no mal-practice having been 
proved under this Bill, the fact was, that 
ministers would never go to trial: it was, 
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negatively established, however, even in 
the case of De Berenger, that the Alien 
Act had been' misapplied and abused. 
Alter peace bad been signed with all the 
Eastern world, we were told (bat some 
measure of this kind was nece.iarv. Ano¬ 
ther iea.s<in for obj« cung to ihi* Bdl, was, 
the imperfect suie in which it was brought 
befori tbi TToust*. 

Mr bw'tiist said, the hon, gentkinnan 
had fallen Ml ( » msai'pifhensioil as to the 

f ;ionnds wo which the Bill was hi ought in. 
t was not from apprehenxiou or suspicion 
of any fore-gn power ; tlitxe had nmliing 
to do With the )uestion, wnuh was .imply 
this—w hviiier it was prnpei that ihealioiis 
now III tins coontriy should be .subject to 
no leguUuon sthatever while tiny re¬ 
mained here. This Bill w<i8 hot a trans¬ 
cript of the former Act, and gave no 
power to apprehend an uiieii which was 
not to be exeicistd by a inoLlamation, an 
order in council, or a wairant under the 
sign niunuaf. The alien, wiien appie- 
heiided. could not be sent out of the 
country immediately, against his will. If 
disposed to do so, he might appeal to the 
pi ivy council. 

Lord A. Mujuihon ofijected to the Bill. 
Jl< did not sec any good that could arise 
from It .'ll the present time. It was not 
tiue that, by this Act, the Secretary of 
Siate could not arrest an alien. The Bill 
exprexdy gave to the Secretary such a 
power. 

Mr. liathurst explained. The Bill 
would giiu no power of arrest to the 
Secreui y of State, until after the order in 
rnuncil was issued for the apprdten&ion 
of m alien. 

I Mr. tJotuer said, that it was not enough 
to urge in suppoii of any minsure, that 
It was a transci tpl uf stune fornicr act of 
pailiainent. Theie tiad fiei-ii many sus¬ 
pensions of tlie Habeas Corpus Act, each 
of whicii was the transcript of some other j 
but such a measure would at any time be 
very ill received, witlioiit some statement 
Ilf I he necessity of taking from his Ma¬ 
jesty’s subjects ibeir coiistiiuMonal protec¬ 
tion. The Bill befoic the [lou«e was a mea¬ 
sure analagous to the suspensiotl of the Ha¬ 
beas C(>rpus, tor it took from the aliens, in 
amity with ins Majesty, that protection 
which it was the boast of our Constitution 
to afibro' them. The question then letorn- 
I ed to the necessity of the case, and he 
I should assume, that none such existed, be¬ 
cause it Lad even been alleged, that the 
prMent state of things was not in any 
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gree extraordinary. TJie poKcy of the 
first Act on ihissutycrf. was, to prevent the 
influx of dangerous fun-ign political prin¬ 
ciples. In the roverish time which fpl- 
ip,wed the labt war, the same danger was 
apprehended to exist. Could it be said, 
that any trace of the cirrumstances of 
tiiose times existed at pre.sent ? Indeed, at 
present, there was a greater,fear of an 
influx of those which were thought the 
dangerous principles of Franrc in a former 
period of uMr coiiiititution, the principles 
of aibitrary goveruatent. These piin- 
ciples, however, it was fortunate, were 
nbt of auatuie to inflame the people in 
their favour, As there had been stated 
Qo ekound of I'eressity for ,the measure, 
it afiouLl have his decided opposition ; 
find tint tho less fur one of the reasons 
$tuted in t 'joM.vt of it by the right hon. 
gcntk'taan oppo^i e to hi;n, that a power, 
atmilar to that given lo the government 
liy this Ihll. was possessed by nil the other 
goverumems (jJ •..ivp*’. All finsc sovi.- 
reiunn piisfcs'ied the same att>i*-itv pow(.>' 
over their own suhjtet'i, yet it wool! tn t 
bo conteuJel, lh?t, ui this respect, vvi 
should as<-imiiaic our institutions to theirs. 

Lord CniUaea^/t could not at once dis¬ 
pense with ail thesu precautionary mea. 
surcs which had so long been thought 
necessary. He diilered with those who 
ware disposed to go to the t xtreme jump, 
from imminent danger to such perfect se¬ 
curity, tiiat DO precautionary regulations 
weie longer desirable, lie rather appre¬ 
hended, that in politics, as in most of the 
Uaubactions of cummon life, a middle 
course Wtas the best to pursue. The poli¬ 
tical world, like the domestic, did not so 
rjutckly tight itself, that they ought at 
once to give themselves up to that perfect 
confidence which represented ail mea¬ 
sures of precauliou to be useless. Tbesd, 
he thought, ought to be still to a certain 
degree kept up, though somewhat in a 
shape of mitigated severity. 

JLArd J. Rt^U considered the act to be I 
one which was very liable to abuse. The! 
present time was that which least called ' 
for it; and ministers, in bringingjthe mea¬ 
sure forward now, because it had been 
thought necessary before, renunded him 
of the unfortunate w.tg mentioned in Joe 
Miller, who was so fond of rehearsing a 
piece of wit, that he always repeated it 
at the wrong time. 

The House divided: For the second 
reading, 02—Against it, 28 : Majority for 
the second reading, fill. The Bill was then 
read a second time. 
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, OcHMAH SniTCKEHs.j After moving 
the order of the day for the committee of 
supply, and that the Prince Regent's 
Message relative to the (Icrman Suilcrers, 
the Civil List accounts, and the Miscella¬ 
neous accounts, should be reft -1 red to the 
Committee, and the House having accord¬ 
ingly resolved itself into a CominitU-e, 

Tlte Vhavvtllorof the Exchequer otaenti, 
that, among the various circumstances 
which had adorned the British character, 
and raised the British name, of late } ears, 
none was more distinguished, than the 
liberality which this nation had shown 
towards the sulTerers of other countries. 
Most of our allies, in their tmns, had been 
the objects of this liberality. We had ex¬ 
tended relief to the i'ortuguese; who, in 
the just and necessary ilefi iicc of their 
country, had (hemseives contributed to its 
desolation. We had extended our bounty 
to the Russians, wlio,e capital had been 
coiisimied in the il.ime, kindled in the 
dcspeiate and patriotic struggle for the 
indtpcndencc of their country. But. 
among those to whom the snppoi I of par¬ 
liament h.id been extended, there were 
none who iiad a better claim to their libe¬ 
rality than those to whom, in obedience 
to the Prince Regent’s commands, he was 
about to call the attention of the commit¬ 
tee : whether we should consider the un¬ 
precedented ravages of the war, or tlie 
merits of patriotism of those who had 
suffered iVciu them. Among the-se suf¬ 
ferers were our fellow-subjecU in Hanover; 
the unfortunate inhabitants of Hamburgh, 
who, by a premature, but most gallant de¬ 
claration oftheir zeal in the general cause 
of Europe, had subjected themselves, be¬ 
fore ellectual assistance could be given 
them, to the unrelenting vengeance of the 
late ruler of France ; the brave Silesians, 
the countrymen and companions in arms 
of the gallant Blucher; the unfortunate 
inbabilants of Saxony, who, in the unex¬ 
ampled battle of Leipsic, saw their country 
laid waste fur thirty leagues round^ that 
city. The extent of the waste committed, 
defied all comparison with former wars. 
The immense force, and incredible efforts 
exerted on tbe one side, could only be 
overpowered by superior force, and yet 
more strenuous exertion on tbe other. 
The magnitude of tbe contending armies 
was beyond all example : at the nattle of 
leipsic, not less than 700,000 men bad 
contended in arms, and these immense 
bodies had moved without the provision ol 
regular otagassines, and with a rapidity 
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unknown In former wars, from the Volga to 
the Rhine. The vkst extent of country, 
embraced in these operations, had rcn> 
dered the ordinary prorision of supplies 
impracticable, and extended devastation 
to the remotest corners. In former times, 
when the theatre of war had been more 
narrow, and the contending armies of more 
limited magnitude, it had often happened, 
that a country had been latber enriched 
than impoverished, by beruming the 
theatre of war; but, in the late conflict, 
no regulations could be adopted for pay¬ 
ment; the contending forces, the deli¬ 
verers as well as the oppressors, lived upon 
the country.—All was extortion, rapacity, 
violence, and devastation. There had 
been a waste of lives, and a ravage of 
property altogether unexampled. The 
contribution, which he xvas about to pro¬ 
pose, fur the relitf of such extensive dis¬ 
tress, was undoubtedly large, being a sum 
of 100,0001. But, he had the satisfaction 
of stating, that, however large it might 
appear, the spontaneous liberality of indi¬ 
viduals had already exceeded the sum, 
which he now called upon the public in 
its collective capacity, through its repre¬ 
sentatives in parliament, to grant. Far, 
indeed, would this suoi be fiom a compert' 
satioii for the losses sii><t‘une(l; for the ac¬ 
counts collected by th. Committee for the 
relief of the suflertrs, and which he held 
in lii$ hand, would show how small a pro¬ 
portion the sum winch he Ind proposed 
bore to the amount of fho'-e losses. With¬ 
out troubling the Ctunmittee with the de¬ 
tail of those accounts, he would only state, 
by way.of example, that, from the sum 
jraised by subscription, it bad only been 
possible to grant 7,000 dollars, in an in¬ 
stance in which the extent of loss was 
actually proved to iiave amounted to 
700,000 dollars. I'lie committee must 
not, however, conclude, that this relief, 
however inronsideralde, in proportion to 
the loss, was wholly inadequate toils pur¬ 
pose, It would preserve the suttcrer fiom 
sinking under despondency and despair. 
It would console him wuth the reflection, 
that his sufferings were not forgotten ; it 
would, asj bad appeared in the account 
lately laid before the House, of the Por¬ 
tuguese sufterers, allord the means of re¬ 
animating his industry, and supply the 
most immediate and picssing of his wants. 
He concluded, by proposing, That a sum, 
not exceeding 100,0001. be granted to his 
Majesty, to e.nahlo his Majesty to afford 
relief to the inhabilaitls of such paits of 
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Germany as have suffered in their pertoBS * 
and property, ill consequence of the ope¬ 
rations of the late war, ani) of the wanton 
devastations committed by the foreea 
acting under the orders of the late rules' 
of France; and that the said sum be issued 
and paid to the committee appointed in 
London, for the relief of the sufferers in 
Germany, without any fee or other deduo 
tion whatsoever.” 

Mr. Bankes exprcMspd his approbation 
of the grant in the strongest terms, Hd 
hoped it would be dUiributcd in tho 
same manner as the grant in Portugal had 
been. The way in whicii that giant had 
been applied, encouraged a hope that 
this would be productive of results tqualiy 
gratifying, as that wliich was bestowed by 
the libeialityof parliament for the relief 
of the Portuguese suftl*rers, in 1 tU 1. 'Phafc 
grant, munificently voted, had been so 
[irovidently applied, and accounted for 
with <rucli precision and exactness, that the 
smallest .sum, and the purpose for which*it 
was appiopnnied, was as Lilly and aj 
clearly staled as it w'ouhl Lase been in 
any merchant’s arcount-. Those who 
had li. (11 rn'plojed m the distiJbution of 
it, and who had disintdesiediy refused to 
accept of any lemuiieration for tholr trou¬ 
ble, were rnutle-] to the thariLs of parlia¬ 
ment. One gentleman of our o\mi coun¬ 
try, who had been attached to the legation 
in Poilugal, Mr. Crop, the wiiter of the 
memoir before the House, had, by bis ha- 
maiie exertions in the cause, done himself 
I’lrinite honour. IVom the memoir in 
! question, it appeared, tliet he had been 
the means of rommunicjtirg blessings to 
the sidh’iers, which they (ould not pos¬ 
sibly have rtccived, Iml ihiough the vote 
of that lloiKsc. It had caiis-’J the hopes 
of the country to revtvc: tl.i-good ciiects 
of It were every wh> '«> a| pTidit, and be 
wished they n.if’ht »•(» levc as good an ac- 
eoimt of the voted far the Rus¬ 

sian suff'eiers, in 1812. in a day of glory 
and of happiness, hl.c the f lotent, they 
ought to ptove tlunistlves anxious to suc¬ 
cour, and to save every one who appeared 
entitled to sm h a-sisianre. 

Mr, (ioulon was astonidied that, after 
the Chancellor of the lixchequer had so 
lately objeefod to planting a sicall y.ni of 
money to increase the allowance of a class 
ofnuiiwliohvJ so gallantly -.civ -d their 
count!y, he should now piep'^'f a vote of 
100,000h for the relief of fo. i' This 

was one of the grrate-t M»cn*i«i-tenci's «f 
wiu«h the present BiIni.' .itatio'i had beta 
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cailty. He concluded hy expressing bis 
^tention to oppose the grant. 

Mr. Rou was surfirised that gentlemen 
■hould dii>af>prov« oi a measure, which had 
she hearts and minds of the public in its 
fhvour. He thought that it was necessary 
parliament should manifest its feelings as 
well as individuals. 

Mr. Wilbaforcf, though he would not 
vote against the proposed inn ease of offi« 
cera’ half-pay the other day, yet he could 
not give it his support, because he thought 
it unconstitutional for parliament to aug¬ 
ment the pay of the army. But hr did 
not think tins grant could be denied to 
poor individuals, who were not only not 
in the situation ol those officcis, but who 
were reduced to tin greatest distress and 
the deepest rum. He concurred m the 
praises on the conduct of the gentlemen 
cotninisMoned to distribute the Portuguese 
grant. They had explored every part of 
the invaded country ; they had .sought 
every haunt ot .iiseiy, yielding relief, and 
receiving blessings; and the report which 
they had made of their proceedings, was 
the most able, clear, and satisfactory. The 
assistance given in that kingdom, was sub¬ 
stantial, and such, he trusted, that now 
proposed, would prove. He did not wish 
it to be granted merely for the credit of 
the couutiy, but for the actual relief of the 
suficicrs. England had derived advan* 
Cages from those hostilities which had 
ravaged the continent. Was it too much 
to expect, that she should endeavour to 
alleviaie ihc distress ot the suirereis? not 
indeed to repair it entirely, for that was 
not in her power; and the only doubt he 
had in his mind on the subject, was, whe¬ 
ther she would be able to produce any 
considerable good* Hundreds of thousands, 
and millions even, would scarcely suffice 
to eradicate the traces of devastation. But 
it would be her chiel honour and glory to 
be permitted to afford relief consonant 
with her ability to suffering nations. 

Mr. Alderman C, Smith was in favour j 
of the measure. ' 

Mr. If/utbread was of opinion, that this 
money ought not to be granted. It was 
not through insensibility to the sufferings 
of others that be opposed this vote, but for 
the same reasons which had led him to 
object to the Portuguese grant; because 
he tbottgfat We should be acting luefhca- 
ciously towards the distressed abroad, and 
onjuitiy towards those at home. He con¬ 
tended, that bis bon. friends bad not re¬ 
fused to agree to the priscDt measure, be- 
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cause the proposal for an increase of mili- 
tary half-pay had been rejected the other 
day, but out of regard for the finances of 
the country ; and because he thought, that 
we ought to be just before we were gene¬ 
rous. The ground 'on which the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer had resisted the 
motion in behalf of reduced officers, was 
the state of the finances. But when there 
were so many thousands to be relieved in 
this country, and we were told we could 
not step forth to their assistance, through 
the deficient situation of our treasury, was 
it consistent, a few hours afterwards, to pro¬ 
pose a far more considerable grant of 
money to aid total strangers ? He knew 
that the ravages of war had extended all 
over Europe; that in Portugal they had 
been carried to their utmost extent, and 
bad opposed the vote of the sum granted 
to that country, because it could not be so 
applied with justice or with effect. The 
conduct of the commissioners, who had 
distributed that gift, bad been mentioned 
in terms of praise ; he bad no doubt but 
they had acted with prudence and with 
judgment, and had attracted blessings on 
their heads and on their country; but not¬ 
withstanding all their exertions, be really 
believed the chief object of the House, 
even in that instance, had not been accom¬ 
plished, and that general relief bad not 
been obtained. It bad been, he feared, 
the same in Germany. The subjects of 
those countries, besides, had to look up to 
their own sovereigns, who bad now re- 
ascended their thrones: and were not 
those of England to look up to their own 
government for relief? It was easy to talk 
of our overflowing abundance and re- 
sourceo; but must the right hun. the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer not know that those 
rr^ource8werefinite? That after such heavy 
taxation, as the people had borne, the day of 
reckoning would come, which would be a 
heavy one for the subjects of this country. 
If the question were put to the officers, to 
assist the distressed of other eountriesj, 
they certainly would not refuse, but they 
would not think it less hard, that they 
should not have been considered them¬ 
selves by the justice of parliament. As 
to private contributions, be bad heard that, 
in proportion as great vffuris were mado 
for sufferers abroad, institutions at home 
languished. It was well known that 
people in this country contributed to their 
utmost to charitable purposes, but as their 
means were not inexhaustible, when they 
bad disposed of their money one way, they 
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could not apply >t to its usual ends. In 
this ntanner much barm might be done 
to tin* subjects of this realm, who w'ere 
objects, not of parliamentary liberality, 
boi of parliamentary justice. He depre* 
cateJ any uncharitable motive in his re¬ 
sistance to the present motion, which be 
should oppose on the ground of [trincipk, 
but certaiitlv not of feeling. 

Lord CasiUreafrh thought, that as parlia¬ 
ment was anticipated in the most marked 
manner by public feeling in this measure, it 
could lu'ithci' be untimely iior unjust; for 
public- feeling would not take such an unani¬ 
mous and decided course towards a wrong 
object. The question for parlmment was, to 
Compare the, urgencyufthedcmandsat home 
and abioad. It was not the interest of 
this country alone wiuch sitouid be con¬ 
sidered, but that of humanity and the 
wui Id at large. Nothing would establish 
out ciraractei so firmly as acting on the 
(‘levatcd principle of doing good m-in- 
kind. It was not only the relief yielded 


Russia, 200,0001} annual interest, 10,000/; 
The present grant to Germany, 10,000/. 
woulcl also have produced 5,000/. a year; 
so that the annual loss of interest on these 
three gifts would equal the whole amount 
proposed to increase the comforts and 
respectability of reduced oiScers. As to 
the sum raised by voluntary subscriptions 
for the Russians, it appeared that, together 
with the parliamentary grant, it had ex« 
ceeded the wauls of the country for which, 
it was intended. He had received 4,OOOiL 
in subscriptions from Bombay; and had 
made an application to the Committee for 
the Russian subscription, in order that they 
should receive the money, but had not yefe 
been able to efl'ect that purpose. It was 
evident, tin refore, that there was no fur« 
ilicr demand on that fund, and he thought 
it might be made over to swell that in¬ 
tended to relieve the Germans. 

Lord Casikreagh assured the House, 
that they would in due time receive a 
Report of the distribution of the Rus- 


to individuals liiat was of importance, but 
the moral exciiemeni given to all. If it 
did not cniiiely lepaii the evils caused by 
the devastations of war, it encouraged llie 
unfortunate sufferers, and shewed them 
huw to make the first cflurt necessary to 
eineige from their situation. Without 
such a stimulus, it Was astonishing in what 
a state of depression and desjiair they 
would remain. No one, who had nut 
visited .the coiintiies through which the 
devastations of war had rolled, could con¬ 
ceive how completely the very first in¬ 
gredients I hat contributed to the relief and 
support of man were exhausted. Besides 
the propriety of the grant, it ought also to 
be considered that it was merely a tem¬ 
porary measure, and added no yearly 
burthen to the country. 

Mr. Forbes, though be would not oppose 
the vote, thought that no injustice should 
be done to the servants of the country who 
were about to be discharged from the ser¬ 
vice. It was said, that the grant did not 
produce any annual burthen, whilst the 
applicaiion for an increase of half-pay 
would have entailed an expense of at least 
iiOjOGOi. a year on the people. Now, if 
the dtflbreni charitable gills, bestowed on 
foreign nations, w'ere collected, and the in¬ 
terest of the money cast up, it would be 
found that the country, had in fact, lust an 
annual revenue equal to the additional ex¬ 
penditure proposed. The first grant was 
to Portugal, and amounted to 100,000/,; 
annual interest, 5,000/. Th« next to 
(VOL. XXVIII.) 


Sian grant, as satisfactory as that which 
had accounted for the application of the 
vote to Portugal. He hoped, that lha 
difficulties which his hon. friend bad ex¬ 
perienced in endeavouring to dispose of 
the money received tioai India, in the 
manner intended by its givers, would not 
induce parliament to think that iheie bad 
.been any neglect in the management of 
that business. It was a strong trait of the 
interest which the sufleringsof the Russian 
people had excited, that nut only Europe, 
but India should have subscribed fur their 
relief. 

Mr. Tierney said, he could easily find 
deserving persons at home to receive the 
money which the hon, gentleman was 
thus prevented from sending abioad. Be¬ 
fore he consented to the grant, he would be 
glad to know how matters stood with the 
powers whose subjects we assisted, and 
bow far they note able to relieve their 
own people. The sum voted by the 
House bad not been received with grati¬ 
tude in Russia [a sign of dissent from lord 
Casllereagh]. The noble lord always 
shook hi.s head, when he heard of people 
refusing to take money. It was extraor¬ 
dinary that the present grant of 100,000/. 
should be intended to raise and establish 
the character of the country. After her 
conduct during the late wars, after bleed¬ 
ing at every pore and exhausting her 
wealth for other nations, were all iier exer¬ 
tions come to this, that she must purchase 
a good ohnruGler for herself Rk tliu 9X* 
(3 A) 
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pence of lOOtOOO/.? Coold it be eoppoied, 
that alt those great persons who bad so 
lately recovered their kingdoms, had 
mado applications to this country for the 
relief oJ tlic<r own subjects ? He w'ished 
to know e liat the Regency of Hanover 
bad sultsciibed, and those who were con* 
necied by ties of blood with the Germans? 
It was a Mifiicient misfortune for one not 
to obtain what be asked: but to find it 
gained, by persons not oven connected 
with hia country, was a still greater hard* 
ship; Did not the hon. mover know, that 
there were 3,000 midrbipmen, who, with¬ 
out any provision, and many without the 
iDpatis or the ability of doing any thing in 
life, after they iiad lost their profession, 
would now be turned oat upon the coun¬ 
try ? Those were certainly proper objects 
to receive the bounty of parliament, but 
the munificence of the government was 
always displayed towards foreigners to the 
neglect of those who fought the battles of 
their country. 

Lord Castlereagh stated, that the greatest 
gratitude had been expressed by the em¬ 
peror of Russia on the part of his sufiering 
subjects. As to the hard treatment w'hich 
it was asserted British officers had ex¬ 
perienced from parliament, the charge 
was totally unfounded. They had entertd 
the service, fully aware what would be (he 
amount of the half-pay they were to re¬ 
ceive ; and it now was greater than they 
originally bad a right to expect. It was, 
therefore, both unjust and impolitic to 
revert incessantly to an assertion which 
could only create groundless discontent. 

The ChanctUar of the Exchequer desired 
to exclaim, that the nairow economy 
which had been imputed to him. Hu 
had never stated, that the country was 
unable to grant the augmentation of half¬ 
pay, proposed by the gentleman oppo¬ 
site, in certain cases. But he had con¬ 
tended, and still thought, that the pro¬ 
posed augmentation was inconsistent with 
the general scale of allowances, and re- 

f 'ulalions of the seivice : that it would 
ead to mutual jealousy, and a further in¬ 
definite extension of claims ; and that it 
would put the officers, when unemployed, 
and in a situation to seek other means of 
improving their incomes, upon a footing, 
perhaps, more favourable, but, at least, 
too nearly approaching to that of those, 
, whose time was actually devoted to the 
service of their country. Upon another 
point, stated W a right hon. gentleman op¬ 
posite, (Mr. Tierury), that right hon. gen- 
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lleman bad been completely misinformed, 
and bad uttered, no doubt, unintentionally, 
a m<ist gross, and unfounded aspersion 
upon our allies. It was not true, that the 
people of (rermany bad shown any want 
of sympathy to the suiferiiigs of those, 
who wore distressed in consequence of the 
war. lie was surprised, that the right 
hon. gentleman should not have heard of 
their exertions, and lie was particularly 
astonished, that he should not be aware of 
those, which had been made by the ladies 
of Berlin. Surely, he must have heard, 
that those ladies, not content with sacri¬ 
ficing tlie ornaments of their persons, and 
every thing which could be spared, by 
the strictest economy, from the comfoils 
of their families, for the relief of the suf¬ 
ferers; had devoted themselves, with he¬ 
roic constancy, to the service of the. hos¬ 
pitals. Theie, amidst every scene of 
distress, and pain, and disgust, from which 
persons tif firmer nerves, and hardier ha¬ 
bits, might have been expected to shrink, 
were ladies of the highest education, the 
most refined habit«, and the lenderest 
feelings, daily to be seen ; setting, as an 
example, which it miglit well become us 
to imitate, but w'liicb, at least, wc ought 
not to forget. Those ladies, and others 
who ro-opeiated with them in these of¬ 
fices of benevolence, would reriainly not 
think our bounty, as the right hon. gentle¬ 
man had insinuated, rather an insult, than 
a benefit; but he (the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer) was able to slate a fact, by 
no means secret, but publicly known, 
which placed this subject, if it even could 
have been doubtful, beyond all possibility 
of dispute. The sovereign of the coun- 
trjs to which he had particularly alluded, 
in his late visit to this capital, had sought 
for an interview with the committee of 
subscribers, for the relief oT the sufferers 
in Germany, and had not only expressed 
to them, the warmest sense of the libera¬ 
lity of this nation, but had actually con- 
iributid a subscription to this luml, as a 
mark of his approbation and gratitude. 

Mr. //. Thortum spoke in favour of the 
grant. 

Sip T. Achnd supported it warmly- 
lie thought, that when he looked at 
Greenwich and Chelsea, it was idle to 
say, that our poor had always been neg¬ 
lected at heme. It was to the suflerings, 
as well as to the exertions, of the Ger¬ 
mans, that we owed the present state of 
peace; and were our resources so fat 
gone, that we could not spare lOOfiOOL 
, to reward ikem for their conduct i 
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The Resolution was then pot, and car> 
tied, without a division. 

Poor Clergy—Queen Anne’s Boun¬ 
ty.] The* Chancellor then moved. “ That 
a sum, not exceeding 100,000/. be granted 
to his Majesty, to enable his Majesty to 
pay the same to the governors of the 
bounty of queen Anne, for the augmenta¬ 
tion of tlie maintenance of the poor 
clergy; to be by them applied in the 
maintenance of the poor clergy, accord¬ 
ing to the rules and regulations, by which 
the funds of that corporation are governed ; 
and that the said sutn be issued and paid 
without any fee or other deductiou what¬ 
soever.” 

Mr. IV. Smith opposed the motion, on 
the ground, that it had not been proved, 
that the revenues of the church were not 
suificient to support all its members, and 
that the continual and rapid increase of 
tythes rendered all other contributions 
unnecessary. 

Mr. Hot'ncr objected to the exten>ion of 
this provision to the islands of Jersey, 
Guernsey, and Alderney, which contri¬ 
buted nothing to the revenue of the state. 

The Chancellor of the Kxcheqtter stated, 
that it was in consequence of representa¬ 
tions made to the privy council, that a 
decision wastaken respecting those islands. 

After some further conversation between 
Mr. Horner, the Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer, Mr. W. Wynne, Mr. Bankes, 
and sir £. Brydges, the Resolution was 
carried in the affirmative. 

Civil List.] The Chancellor of the A’x- 
chequer expressed himself desirous, after 
Eo much time had been consumed by dis¬ 
cussions on other .subjects, of encroaching 
as little as possible, on the time of the 
Committee, in stating this subject for their 
consideration. He wished particularly, to 
recal their attention to the distinction 
which lie had stated on a former occasion, 
between the two great branches of the 
Civil List expenditure; that which re¬ 
spected the personal allowances, and the 
household of the sovereign, and the royal 
family, and that which comprehended the 
Judicial, civil, and political establishments 
of the government of the country. It 
was satisfactory to him, to be able to state, 
that, though in the general aggregate ex¬ 
pense of the Civil List during the last 
year, there had been some increase; 
et, in the household branch, there bad 
een a diminution; and that the general 
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excess arose from an augmentation of 
some political expenses, which he could 
easily explain to the Committee; and 
which, he hoped, would not be thought 
objectionable. In going through the seve¬ 
ral classes ot the Civil List, it would 
be found, that in the first class, that of 
allowances to the royal family, there had 
been no increase. In the second, that, of 
the judges, there was also scarcely any 
variation. In the third, that, of our mi¬ 
nistry abroad, there had been a consi¬ 
derable iucreasq from the happy restora¬ 
tion of our relations of amity with the 
nations of the continent. The amount of 
this increase was about 13,000/. and the 
particular items, of which it consisted, 
might be seen by a reference to the print¬ 
ed accounts, to which be should beg 
leave to refer the Committee. But the 
increase of IS,000/. upon this head, was 
by no means an additional charge upon 
the public to that extent; as it would be 
found, by referring to the sixth classs, 
that a saving of 8,000/. had been made, 
by the employment of ministers, who be¬ 
fore were in the receipt of pensions. This 
laudable attention to economy in, the fo¬ 
reign departments, reduced the actual in¬ 
crease of expense to 5,0001. In the fourth 
class, that, of the bills of the household, 
there was, in the whole, an increase of 
about 2,000/.; the Bills in the Lord 
Chamberlain’s departments, being about 
2,000/. less than in the former year; 
and those in the departments of the 
Master of the Horse about 3,000/. leM; 
while those in the department of tlve Lord 
Steward were increased about 7,000/. in 
consequence, probably, of a greater num¬ 
ber ol entertainments, given by the Re¬ 
gent. In thp fifth class, that, of the sala¬ 
ries of the officers of the household, there 
was an increase of about 2,5001. which also 
appeared to have taken place in the Loid 
Steward’s department. In the sixth class, 
that, of pensions and compensations, there 
was scarcely any variation, except in that 
part which related to the pensions of mi¬ 
nisters before uneroployod, in which 'there 
bad been, as he had before stated, a dimi¬ 
nution uf about 8,000/. The seventh class, 
which comprises a multitude of small pay¬ 
ments, due by ancient usage, hardly admits 
of any variation; and in the eighth class, 
which comprises the salaries of the lords 
of the Treasury, there was no other dif¬ 
ference vhan what arose from a short vi- 
cency in the office of first lord of the 
'treasury, in the year 18111, occasioned by 
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tn catastrophe too well remembered by 
the House. 

In the remaining class of occasional 
payments, cunsiderabie variations will 
appear; making, in the whole, an excess 
Or 1IU,000/- which would be found entirely 
to arise from an increase of 10,(KK)!. in 
the presents to foreign luinisters, in conse* 
quence of the treaties and conventions 
which had lately taken place; and an in¬ 
crease of S0,0ou/. in the disbursenienis of 
our ministers residing at foreign courts, 
^'hcse two items amounted together to 
40,0U0f>; but from them must be deducted 
a diminution of 8,000/. under the head of 
special service; and one of 12,000/. under 
that of equipage to ministers at foreign 
courts, making the actual excess of this 
class, taken collectively, 30,000/. Among 
the exlraordinury disbursements, to which 
he had leferred, would be found a consi¬ 
derable sum drawn on account of tbe mis¬ 
sions at Lisbon and tiadiz. lie had, on a 
i'urine r occasion, ex pi .lined the causes which 
Jed to the extraordinary cxpi^nse of those 
missions. The Singular situation of tbe 
ministers rmployeil there, of whom sir 
Charles Si iiarl was a member of the re- 

f ;ency ot Portugal, and sir Henry W'dles- 
ey, as the representative of the Biilish 
government, held a connection with the 
S|)aiiish government very distinct from 
that of any other foreign minister, would 
of itself account for any extraordinary ex¬ 
pense. But, ill addition to these circum¬ 
stances, it must be recollected, that both 
Lisbon and l/adiz, weie, for a considerable 
time, almosl in a state of siege, and that 
tbe loss upon the exchange alone, added 
aO per cent, to the expenses of our mi¬ 
nisters. He had tlie sati-ifaction of stating, 
that he understood, that those extraordi¬ 
nary allowances had been discontinued 
from the oth of July, 1813; and that the 
bills, which had since been drawn, were 
for the discharge of arrears before in¬ 
curred. 

The total amount of the charge upon 
tae Civil List, for the year ending the 5ih 
of April last, had been 1,340,000/.; of 
which 1,05)5.000/. had been discharged 
from the ordinary sources of income, 
and 135,000/. from the droits of Admi¬ 
ralty, and other funds at the disposal of 
the crown; leaving an ultimate dencieocy 
ot J 18,000/, tor which he should submit a 
vote to the Cummiitec. He might here 
tJbnclude allihe should wish to state, with 
reference to that vote; but as it was his 
ioiemioa to submit a further proposition 
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to the Committee, for a grant in aid of 
the Civil List expenses, during the cur¬ 
rent year, he preferred inlrodocmg here 
what he bad to say on that subject, to 
troubling the Committee a second lime. 
Tbe sum be should propose, was 100,000/.; 
a sum by no means adequate even to the 
ordinary exceedings of tile Civil List in 
late years, and much less to those extraor¬ 
dinary expenses of which estimates were 
already on the table ; but he thought it 
much mure desirable to wait for tbe end 
of the year, and then to submit the ac¬ 
count to the approbation of parliament, 
than to call, by anticipation, fur so large 
a provision, us he might expect it would 
then be found necessary. 

By referring to the estimates on the 
table, it would appear that the excess ol 
the July quarteronly, beyond the corres¬ 
ponding quarter of the preceding year, 
would amount to a greater sum than he 
proposed to ask. This excess arose from 
extraordinary expenses and prcpara'ioii'i, 
wliich chielly arose from the visit ot 
the allied sovereigns. Upon those esti¬ 
mates, much bad already been said in the 
House; and it was not his intention to re¬ 
new the discussion. But he wished to 
ask, gentlemen, what would have been 
thbir feelings, if he had been able, twelve 
months ago, to have piedicicd to them, 
that the greatest sovereigns in Europe, 
after having, in concert with the councils 
and arms of this country, tenninated a 
glorious war, by an honourable and ad¬ 
vantageous peace, signed in the capital of 
the enemy, designed to pay the represen¬ 
tative of our sovereign, as a proof of re¬ 
spect to his character; and that he, the 
Cbaiirellor of the Exchequer, bad pro¬ 
posed to the House a grant of iOO,OUO/. 
to enable the Prince Regent to make suita¬ 
ble preparation for their reception ; whe¬ 
ther, in such a case, any other sentiment 
could have been felt in tbe House, or any 
voice ottered, but those of gratitMe and 
exultation ? This glorious prospect had, 
however, been realized ; and, whatever 
might be said of some particular ciicum- 
siances in the expenses which bad taken 
place, he was sure that the general senti¬ 
ment of the country, and the strongest 
feelings of the public went along wiih the 
government in all that had beau done. 
When the expenditure, which bad been 
incurred by individuals and corporate 
bodies on this great occasion, was com¬ 
pared with what had been done by tbe 
goTcrnnicDt, he was sure the House could 
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not think the general amoont of the 
charge extravagant or miapluced. From 
the shortness ot the visit of the illustrious j 
and royal personages alluded to, and from 
some unavoidable delays, much of the ^ 
intended preparation had not been com¬ 
pleted ill time; but that was no ground for 
condemning it, as it was underukeii in 
contemplation of a more extended visit. 

Much, both of expense and delay, was 
occasioned by the sovereign of this coun¬ 
try, not being possessed of a residence 
fitted for splendid lepresentation. There 
w'ere few sovereigns, even of the secon¬ 
dary states o( F.arope, who did not inhabit 
pal<ices much better suited to entertain¬ 
ments on a grand scale. The con>>equfnce 
was, that, whenever any thing of the kind 
was thought proper, much expense was 
incurred in temporary buildings; which, 
after having answered their immediate 
purpose, were of no further use. It might, 
tliereioie, even in point oi economy, be 
well worth considiration, wheiher a palace 
should not be erected; but this was a 
question which he undoubtedly thought 
ought not to be hastily decided; and he 
was far from suiigcMing, that it would be 
proper to undertake it at this moment, 
lie did not, at present, fcol it necessary to 
go more minuielv into liie siibject, but 
should conclude by movin';, “ 'lhat a sum, 
not exceeding 11 li. lid. be 

grantcil to Ins Majesty, lo ni<iK«- good the 
deficiency of the Ctvil List, on the 4ith day 
of April lot k 

Mr. Tiertuj/ complained of the lateness 
of the period in the session, at which the 
question respecting the Civil List—a ques¬ 
tion of so much importance—was brought 
under the consideration oi the House. He 
trusted that early in the next session, the 
subject would undergo a serious investiga¬ 
tion before a conmntiee above stairs, and 
that the comtinttee would be empowered 
to examine witnesses, without which, all 
enquiry*^ would be periectly nugatory. 
The right bon. gentleman did not mean 
to say, that any of the items, contained in 
the estimate, weie incorrect; but he con¬ 
ceived that information ought to be laid 
before the House, to satisfy them of the 
fact. There was asuni of charged 

for the expenses of sir'William Stewart, 
as our resident at Lisbon : now, he meant 
not to insinuate that the whole of this sum 
kad not been fairly expended ; but he com¬ 
plained, that no documeuts were laid be¬ 
fore parliament to enable them to ascer- 
Uin how. He could not move for the 
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cofretpondence of sir W. Stewart, for tho 
purpose of procuring information on the 
subject. The only mode, then, was, to 
examine evidence at the bar. The re¬ 
gular increase of the Civil List, was a cir¬ 
cumstance that called peculiarly for the 
notice of the House. The Civil List had 
been given as a boon to the crown. It 
had been settled at a particular sum, under 
the impressioB, that the bounds so laid 
down, would not be exceeded. But in 
this they were mistaken; the excess, in 
ISlI, WAS 121.000/.; and, in the two last 
years, ibl2 and 1818, it amounted to no 
less than 240.000/. Lie could not slattt 
this to the House, without observing, that 
“ there was something rotten in the state 
of Dtnmark that there was something in 
the management and expenditure of the 
Civil List, requiring their interference. 
It was not his intention to press any dis¬ 
cussion on the subject at the present mo¬ 
ment ; but he hoped, that in the next ses¬ 
sion of parliament, what he had now 
stated, would nut be forgotten. A bargain 
ought nut to be concluded without due de¬ 
liberation ; but, when once concluded. 
It ought to be adhered to. The totol Civil 
List amounted to 1,700 000/. per annum; 
of this, the royal family received 571,000/. 
totally apart from any expense incurred 
in the department of the Lord Chamber¬ 
lain or the Master of the Horse. In point¬ 
ing out how this sum was apportioned, he 
could not help making the same observa¬ 
tions which he had done, when the indispo¬ 
sition of the King was under the conside¬ 
ration of the House, with respect to the 
enormous extent of the Windsor establish¬ 
ment; observations which now had double 
force, when no expectation remained that 
his Majesty's health was likely to be re¬ 
stored. Thece was an increase, he ob- 
.served, of 20,000/. on the Windsor esta¬ 
blishment, which came under the fourth 
class of the Civil List, the Lord Steward's 
depaitment. The items of which the es- 
tablislimeiil was composed, were as fol¬ 
lows: his Majesty received I/lO.OOO/.; her 
Majesty 68,000/.; the princesses, 16,000/.; 
making a total on the Civil List, of 
244'.000/. There was, besides, to the prin¬ 
cesses 3/1,000/.; and a charge on the duchy 
of Laiicfister, of 10,000/ ; making altoge¬ 
ther 290 , 000 /. This was the annual al¬ 
lowance for the Windsor establishment, 
unburdened with any repairs—-completely 
frec'd from any great contingent expenceiC 
Now. he would ask, was it right that her 
Majesty sbouid have at ber disposal, and 
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unrier her controul, so enormous a sum as 
290,0001, sterlinji; ? Was this sum neces¬ 
sary for the maintenance of a house of 
mourning—where no extravagant amuse¬ 
ments, where no festivities were admitted ? 
He did not now state this for the first 
time ; he had made the same observations 
when Air. Perceval made the arrange¬ 
ment. Tlut it was now absolutely an in¬ 
sult to the puldic to say, that the Windsor 
establishmint demanded so large a sum as 
he bad mentioned. The privy purse of 
the Prince of Wales was Oil,000/. per 
annum; why a sum of I0,000<. w'as added 
to it, he could not conceive. 'Ihepiivy 
purse of his Majesty was only 00,000/. 
while that of the i’rince Regent is 70,000/. 
The duchy of Cornwall, on an average, 
was said to produce 13,000/. per annum. 
But this wds an oUl average; and, he be> 
lieved, of late years, it brought in consi¬ 
derably more. But taking it at | .3,000/. 
joined With the privy purse, the whole 
formed a gross sum of 8.3,000/. There 
was a charge of 6.'>,000/. for his Royal 
Highness, on the consolidated fund, mak¬ 
ing, with the former, 148,000/, Of this, 
.50,0004. was set apart for the payment of 
his Royal Highness's debts; and there 
were otlicr eliarges on it, to the amount of 
2i,000/. moie, being a total of 72,000/.; 
which, deducted from 14S,000/.,left a clear 
income of 70,000/. per annum. Why, 
then, should pailiamentbe called upon to 
increase the salaiy of the Princess of 
Wales, by an addition of 13,000/., when 
the Piince Regent, provision having been 
made fur his debts, had at his dLsposal, 
70,000/. a year f H ihe droils of Admiralty 
should be unproductive in future (no 
pci son surely could ex]>ect that they 
would be productive), and the civil list 
proceeded on its present scale, it would 
hereafter be found necessary to provide 
not less than 250 , 000 /. per annum out df 
the public purse, in aid of that list. While 
the demands of the civil list weredefiayed 
out of the funds aiising from contingen¬ 
cies, gentlemen, perhaps, did not think it 
necessary to examine the system ; but its 
operation hereafter would be exactly what 
lie had staled, unless proper measures 
were adopted.—Mr. Tierney then proceed¬ 
ed to animadvert on the items forming the 
heads of expenditure in the Lord Cham¬ 
berlain's department. And, in the first 
instance, complained, that estimates, ne¬ 
cessary to enable the House to form a 
proper judgment on the expenditure, bad 
not been submitted to them. To shew 
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I that the expense of all works projected in 
I the Lord Chamberlain’s department, ought, 
in the first instanee, to be estimated, he 
read a paper, signed by Mr. Hyams, of the 
board of works, in which that principle 
was fully recognised. Now, it did ap. 
pear, by the proceedings which bad re¬ 
cently taken place, that this system was 
not, in any one point, carried into eilect. 
And when he called for information on 
the it'/iprovements now going forward, he 
got the estimate of what bad been done ; 
but as to the ultimate expense, not a sylla¬ 
bic was said about it. When the right 
lion, gentleman was asked, what expense 
was likely to be incurred by the visit of 
the foicign sovereigns to this country ? 
he said, perhaps, 100,000/.; but, on look¬ 
ing to the expenditure of the Lord Cham¬ 
berlain’s department, they would find it 
177,000/. more than the preceding quar¬ 
ter—without taking into the account the 
preparations for a fete in the paik, esti¬ 
mated ut 15,000/., and making an exceed¬ 
ing of 1 92,000/. With respect to the fete, 
the right hon, gentleman seemed to think 
it was of no importance, whether the royal 
visitors witnessed it or not, .so that they 
beheld t!ic gieut preparaiiors making; 
now. he could not conceive, that it would 
be any great luxury to them, when they 
departed, to knovi' that a fine pyramid was 
nearly erected in Cailton-gardens. Go¬ 
vernment ought (ither to have hud those 
buildings ready in time, or they should 
have pi evented them from be.ing pro¬ 
secuted It was said, however, that 
much of the expense arose from the cir¬ 
cumstance of the Pi iiice Regent not having 
a palace sufficiently extensive, in which 
he could entertain the royal visitors. The 
answer to this observation was, that he 
had, in point of fact, entertained them in 
Carlton-hnnse ; and, he believed, no ad¬ 
ditional rooms were erected for the oc¬ 
casion. He looked upon the notice taken 
of the iVant of room in Carlton-bouse, as 
,a soit of hint, that other buildings were in 
contemplation; but he would advise the 
right hon. gentleman, before be approved 
of the erection of certain palaces, which 
w'ore much talked of, to pause a little. 
The right bon. gentleman lived in a coun¬ 
try where the people thought money matters 
ought to be attended to—he lived in a coun¬ 
try, where, if he thought fit to amuse him¬ 
self with raising palaces, he might probably 
be called to account in a way that would not 
be very pleasant. In the present quarter, 
as compared with the quarters ending the 
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£th of July, 1812, ami 1813, there was an 
exceeding of 192 , 000 /. in ibe Lord Cham* 
berlain’s department. For Hampton- 
court. Carlton-house, &c. the expense, in 
the last qusu-tcr, was 71,000/.; of which 
Carlton-house, alone, engrossed 20,000/. 
For extia-expenses, on account of the 
royal visitors, 32,000/. Thi.s, he under¬ 
stood, was not fur eating and drinking, 
which would come under the Lord iStew- 
ard’s department, but for furniture. iSuw, 
he could not conceive, how so large a 
sum was necessary for that purpose, when 
otic of the royal visitors ic«idcd at the 
Folteney-liotel, an expense which he be¬ 
lieved government did not defray. The 
king of l^ussid lodged at the house of the 
duke of Clarence ; and, as he understood 
from public report, there never wt re two 
individuals who cared less, or looked k'.ss, 
for courtly trappings than they did. He, 
therefnie, svaa at a loss to know how 
32,000/. sliould be expended in necessary 
furniture. He wished, howovi r, to know, 
whether all this funiilurc, so ]idle used, 
was utterly lost to the public. He should 
be glad to team, w hetlicr it became a mere 
perquisite, tic understood, that ISuckirig- 
hani'house, where her Majesty appeared, 
perhajis, eight or ten times a year, had 
been, on this occasion, almost new fur¬ 
nished fiomtop to bottimi ? This was a 
meie pretence for iumishing, since the 
royal viMlors did not, he believed, go 
there more than twice. With lespect to 
Cdi lion-house, the charge was astoiiishing. 
Jn this quarter, 20,000/. were called for; 
which, added to what had already been 
granted!, made, in the course of 15 months, 
110 less than 137,000/. Nor should the 
House forget, that, when his royal high¬ 
ness became Regent, the som of 100,000/. 
svas voted for outfit. Thus, it appeared, 
no less a sum than 237,000/. had been 
granted, within a very short lime, for the 
purpose ofrendering Carlton-house a sjilen- 
did palace. And it was woithy of re¬ 
mark, that all the plate, glass, china, every 
thing, in short, necessary fur an outfit, were 
charged, independently of the 100,000/. 
voted. What had been done with tliis 
sum, he could not pretend to say; but 
undoubtedly, it was a question which par¬ 
liament might enquire into without much 
impropriety. What he had already enu¬ 
merated, had nothing to do with the de¬ 
partment of the Master of the Horse. Here 
he found an increase, in the present quar¬ 
ter, of 6,171/. One item, under this head, 
particularly struck him. It was a charge 
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of 10,000/. for *♦ journeying.” Now, as 
the journeys of the royal visitors were not 
numerous, this did appear to him a very 
large sum. In the Lord Steward’s depart¬ 
ment, tlje excess, in eating and drinking, 
as compared with the two former quarters, 
was, in the present, 43,000/. The right 
bon. gentleman, in conclusion, observed, 
that he had di»clurged his doty to the 
people of England, m making these ob¬ 
servations, which, he ini.ied (he House 
would not pass by unnoiii eil; for there 
never was a period wli-n it was more ne- 
cc-saiy, fliai tfap expi.ndituie of the coun¬ 
try should be more n-irrowly watched. 

The Chanedhr of the Exchequer again 
said, that the light hon. gentleman had 
entirely mistaken the leason which had 
induced him to insist .niongly on the dis¬ 
tinction be*ween the household expendi¬ 
ture ; and the |iniitical branche'. of the civil 
list. He was so far (lom thinking, that he 
had sufticienily justified any expenditure, 
by shewing that it was of a piditical na¬ 
ture, that his object, in |«oiuliiig out such 
heads of expense, was principally to shew, 
that they were of a nature ojien to the free 
and unfettcicd investigation of parliament. 
For expenses of a ])olitit.il nature, he and 
his colleagues weie direcilj' and distinctly 
responsible; while, with respect to the 
domestic establishment of the Sovereign, 
the enquiries of pailiatncnt had always 
Iwen hinited, by a decent and becoming 
delicacy and deference. He had endea¬ 
voured, in proposing the vote, to give an 
explanation of those branches of the poli¬ 
tical expenditure, in which the greatest 
excess had been incurred, and particularly 
those which arose out of our diplnmuiir re¬ 
lations. It any further exjilanation was re¬ 
quired upon that branch of expeii litiire, 
he should be-very ready to give it; but 
the obseiv-itions of the right hoii. gt nile- 
man h.-id wholly turned upon charges of a 
very diHerent nature, upon which, he (the 
(Chancellor of the Exchequer) hud bdore 
ottered a few observations, and u u»n which 
It was DOW necessary for him to add s.nne- 
thmg more. Hu d.d not mean to impute 
any want of candour to the light hon. 
gemleman's obseivaiions; but, he wished 
the House to rei «ll« ct, what a carnival of 
general joy and exultation wc bad ji st 
passed tlirough. The right hon, gentle¬ 
man had represented the whole of tins ex¬ 
pense, as incurred for purposes of a merely 
temporary and fleeting nature. The faet, 
hnw’ever, was otherwise ; a considerable 
part of the expense was incurred for per- 
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m&nent services. 22,600/. for additional 
rooms at Carlton-house, of the same per¬ 
manent materials and structure as the rest 
of the edifice. 20,000/. more, for rooms, 
which, thougli prepared for the occasion, 
were so far of a permanent nature, that the 
principal part of them were constructed iii 
frames, with a view to their being taken 
down and re-placed, at a very small ex¬ 
pense, whenever occasion might retjuire. 
Another item of near 7,000/. arose from 
anotherarrear,incurred under thedirections 
of the late Mr. Wyatt, fie was very sorry, 
that the accounts ot that gentleman were 
not yet in a state to be finally liquidated; 
but, bis inaccuracy, in pecuniary concerns, 
was already too well known to the House, 
and had produced great inconvenience 
both to the public and individuals; but 
most of all, to Mr. Wyatt himself, ll 
was, however, due to his character to add, 
that, whatever laxity and carelessness 
might appear in his pecuniary arrange¬ 
ments, and however blameable such con¬ 
duct might be thought in a public oOicer, 
no imputation could rest upon his disinte- 
restedness and integrity, and that the ulti¬ 
mate loss would fall, not upon the public, 
but his family. The right hon. gentleman 
had expressed some wonder how a further 
expenditure of 20,000/. could be incurred 
for furniture at Carlton-house ; but, he 
desired to call the attention of the Com¬ 
mittee to the particulars of the account 
before them. About 8,000/. had been 
expended in plate and jewels, including 
those honorary presents which are usual 
on great public occasions. Between 
6,000/. and 7,000/. for upholstery, com¬ 
prising not only t!ie furniture of the addi¬ 
tional rooms, but much occasional deco¬ 
ration suited, as it appeared to him, with 
gieat taste and judgment for the reception 
of the illustrious persons who had lately 
visited this country. One room had been 
fitted up With ornaments representing 
Ji(u,rs-dc4U, in honour of the king ot 
France ; and other appropriate ornaments 
Ind been introduced in honour of the 
other sovereigns, who had been the guests 
of the Piince Eegent. As to the re¬ 
maining utm of 34000 /. for furniture, 
provided for those illustrious visitors, it 
must be recollected, that the duke of Cum¬ 
berland’s apartments had be,en completely 
prepared and fitted up for the reception of 
the i-mperor oi Russia, in a stile of magni¬ 
ficence, worthy ol their intended purpose. 
Some expense had arisen (rom the suppo¬ 
sition, that the emperor of Austria would 
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visit this country; and the duke of Cla¬ 
rence’s house had bei ii compleU'ly new 
furnished for the ocr ipaiion ol tht king of 
Prussia. J'oriiiiure, of ci nsiderable value, 
was sent dotvii to the roy il yachts, and 
to Poitsmoiith. The righ* h >n gentle¬ 
man was much hiimmIoi lued, if he sup¬ 
posed, lh.it all this fiirniiurc went as per¬ 
quisites to any indn >duji. A claim, in¬ 
deed, of this kind liad been allowed at 
Port.sinoutb, to a vei y model ale expense, 
upon the plea of ancient usage; but, in 
every oilier instance, the finniture re¬ 
mained applicable to the use of the Pi nice 
Regent. In tbeLoid Stewaid’s department 
it was naturally to be expected, that »herc 
should be a considerable increase, when it 
was recollected, that, iiotn the time of the 
arrival of our illusirions visitois, a table bad 
been constantly kept at James’s for 200 
persons, besides the t.ibl"s in the royal 
yachts, at Portsmouth and elsewliete. But, 
on this department he should not dvn <> as 
the right hon. gentleman hail himself be ■'i 
willing to give It credit for all practicable 
economy, Ontheexpemliiurecf the Master 
ot the Horse, he had made some observation, 
particularly, with respect to the sum of 
10,000/. chargeil for the expense of jour- 
nies. But, the right hon. gentleman ought 
to have lecollocted, that it was not only 
the journics from Dover to London and 
back again, but jom rues to Oxford, Ports¬ 
mouth, and other places, which wet c in¬ 
cluded in the account. It was also ob¬ 
vious, that the just and necessary increase 
of royal carnages and horses, employed 
during the laie visit, must have occasioned 
a considerable inciease of expense. He 
fully admitted the responsibility of the 
Treasuiy, as to every branch of expendi¬ 
ture ; but, he must candidly confess, that, 
on this occasion, theiu had been a hurry 
«or prepaMtioi), which did not allow of 
time for regular estimates to be prepared 
and examined. If, on an occasion so ex- 
traoidiiiary, and so liule likely to form a 
precedent, the Treasury bad relaxed a 
iiitle from its usual strictness, it only sym¬ 
pathized with the geneial disposition of 
the iiaiion, and he hoped the House would 
be ittelined to view their conduct with soma 
degree of indulgence. 

Mr. Tierney understood from the right 
hon. gentleman, that the furnitnre, though 
not a perquisite to any person, was in¬ 
tended to be stored up for the Prince Re¬ 
gent. Was it then intended to give 
S2,()00/. worth of furnitote to his Royal 
Highness more than he wanted i 

f 
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The Chancellor of the Mrehcquer did not 
know wiipthti his Royal Hihgiicss wanted 
It 01 not ; hot great part ot it being unfit 
for in\ rink below that of loyalty, the 
uphobttrer could not be expected to take 
It bit k 

The bail of \aTmouth, afici a fiw woids 
on the stibjcrt of the income of the Piinte 
Repent fiom the Civil List said, tint with 
respet I to the woiks going on iii iht Paikc, 
th'‘nsponsih hty foi them had btniex- 
pr'ssly taken fion the i old Chambi.ilam 
Mi. lierity would m ikc no obstrv itiun 
on wltal hid hirn said hy the noble lord, 
(\iipl coiigi Jitulating the House and the 
( uunti\ on tin way invihicii thingssecmid 
tube mint.td 

M n/nibrta I, adverting to the t\tra- 
oidiiiarv disc') met of the noble eail, on 
be hill of lilt IiOid (Niinibt ilaiii, of any 
rc spoiisibilv as to ih woika in tbe Paiks, 
isktd wli 1 MIS to I iili"i that which hiihcito 
no oin St (mid w ilnicr to acknowledge c 
fin ( hamdi i >/ 'At 1 tt/«cyM<.r saKl,l!nt 
tin i\|i(nseot ihcic woiks would bw de- 
fi ivcti by the Itca uiy. 

Ml If/lido cod. Who envt the orders, 
and wlieic was tln> piiniaiy luthority > 

III! ihrin( >lo] ()} the Lachei/uir. Tht 
rstiinates of the wotks wcii given into the 
Jreasuiy, and the authoiity>^ certainly 
rc sted w ith t he 1 11 asui y. 

Ml Whiihread Who gave the oidetsf 
{( lies of Older* older *) fie begged pai- 
(jon, but really, aftei what had been said 
by the nohle eai I, it would be most e\- 
tiaoidiniiy if the light hoii gentleman 
lefuscd to state who gave the ordeis. 

Luid Oiiflcttai’h. This wis not a case 
that admitted of any specific deterinina* 
tion as to the particular lot ms under which 
tile orders foi conducting the preparations 
wne to he issued. It was a matter err- 
tiinly ratiui inoie under the cognisance 
nr the Loid ChambeilBin than the liea- 
suiy. Ibcdutv lacuinbent on those, who 
had any concern in the management, was 
to keep within the bounds pic cubed by | 
tile natuie of the occas’oii, which was { 
such as to mike it quite itapussibie to le* 
(luce the whole re'^punsibility to any one 
p) rson. He apptehendei*. that such ex¬ 
penses wi re pirlectly saiiclioued by tbe 
oiiasion, without its being possible to 
dr.iw them into any precedent, 

Mr itnneif Good God ' didthenoble 
loid mean lu say, that there was an abso¬ 
lution f otn all responsibility on this occa¬ 
sion ? He had no design to make any at- 
»ack on the Lord Chaoctberlain, but he 
(VOL XXVllI.) 
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more responsible than he seemed to 
think. What could those works be, ot 
winch no estimate could be made > It 
was absuid to say, that no estimate could 
he made of tlvcm. 

Loid Tt might just as well 

he said, that his Majesty’s ministers weie 
to be rc spofisihlc fur all the expenses and 
picpaiatioiis of a tele, as for those now 
in question. 1 licit wcie some expenses, 
which came within the dmction of the 
soveieigii bimo If, without ihi mtcrfeience 
of inmistcis, hy thin advice and lesponsi* 
bility. It would be pu bing a salutary 
rule to a most ah aid extent, to apply it 
to such a cast. Jle did not, by any nu ans, 
ohjut to the prirriple itself, but to its 
application m this instmce. 

Mr. Turnty Woui'l the noble loid 
siy, that no estimates could have been 
111 lilt out, of expenses, on so laige a scale ? 
If they could, he would say it was most 
ciiiiimal not to pioduce lht.ii. 

Mr. Ryen thought the principle ot the 
noble lord, on thin mattei, most dangerous 
It wciuld not have nused any delay in 
tins case, li matters had bitn conducted in 
tiu icgular modi by liit sencrtigri,•signi¬ 
fying Tiii ph asurc to the fold I'inmber- 
lam. W hat I c I ui i> had the pi opie for the 
taige sal 11 y paid to such olhceis as the 
laud (. Iiambcilain, if it was not their rc- 
&|>oiisil)ility in such cases^ 

Mr If/ubtead nad one other question to 
ask. W ho was the per on who communi¬ 
cated with the Freasuiy on this subject ? 

'Ihe iknutelht of the Luhequer had no 
doubt, tin* a survey ot ol wuiks wa^ np- 
pointed on tins occasion. There wcie 
otliccrs appointed for this purpose, under 
the I Old C hambciiain,an 1 it w is piobabfy 
from sonic of thes^ lint the communica¬ 
tions weie made. 

Mr. fC. Smith til'll if it was pio- 
posed to expend 2, J, oi k)0,0(K)/. in the 
election ol a new palace foi the sovereign. 
It would not give siuh dissalisiaclion as 
tins waste ot money, by dub'ets of '20 or 
S0,00()h at a time. 

Loid Cii«/er«fl< h ,aid, that, ev cn if w e had 
not had the satisfai tic ii of a visit from the 
illustrious soveieigus, who lately left this 
country, tbe pjbln. vum'dexpect some ce» 
lebi atioii of so giei' ant seiitas the conclu¬ 
sion ot pc i e. I 01 his own part, he knew 
no way in which an impiessioii of tfn gn at- 
ness of tin* event coa*(i be signified, except 
by some such festival as tint in p epaia- 
tioii. And, it thcie was ati> di'>positton 
to niotali,£e 11 the conduct ui governeneot, 
(3 1’) 
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ia ibis respect, it certainly could be for 
too great attention to economy. lie en< 
treated the hon. gentleman opposite, not 
to be so very severe on the fubjeet, mtrely 
because they fancied they bad found some 
Haw in the managetneiit. Pid they ima¬ 
gine, that it was pos'^ible to reduce all the 
preparations for such a purpose to esti¬ 
mates.' It was impossible. As to tl).‘ 
naval pait of the pieparaiions, be Cuit* 
fessed, he did not see much merit lu ih* m, 
until, on riding into the pack, he iiierc 
observed, that they had drawn together 
an assemblage of beauty and civiliz ition, 
of which no other metropolis ruuld boast, 
a circumstance uhich compelled him to 
acknowledite tiicir value. 

The Resoliiiion w'as then agreed to; as 
was al'-o one for granting 100,000/. towards 
defraying the exiraoidinary charges ot the 
Civil List, for 1 Bll. 

On the resolution. That the sum of 
10,074/. 13s. .Id. be granted to his Ma¬ 
jesty, to dischar"e, in the year 1814, the 
bills due to the sever.d tradesmen, for 
works done at the Ilou'es of parliament, 
and the Speakci’s house, from the 6'rli of 
January, 1812, to the 6th of January, 
1814, 

Mr. Serjeant Onsloxo took the oppor¬ 
tunity of recommending, that the salary 
of the ,Speaker should be increased. It 
was, at present, only what it had been for 
24 years; and when the great diminution 
that had taken place in the value of money, 
since that period, was considered, it must 
appear to every one, to be an inadequate 
remuneration. 

The llesoluiion was agn ed to. 

Inisii Preservation or the Peace Bill.] 
The House having resolved itself into a 
committee on the Bill to provide for the 
preserving and restoring of peace in suefh 
parts of Ireland as may, at any time, be 
disturbed by seditious persons, or by per¬ 
sons entering into unlawful combinations 
or conspiracies. 

Sir //. Purnell rose to call the attention 
of the comiiiitlec to the Bill, as one of the 
greatest importance, under the present 
circumstances of It eland. He had not 
Opposed the Speaker’s leaving the chair, 
because he believed that some legislative 
tneasure. was necessary to resioie the 
peace of that country; but, in respect to 
the Bill, the only part which he could 
approve of was the preamble, which 
stated this necessity to exist. The various 
enaetmenls of it were not, in bis opinion. 


either justifiable by any sound principle 
of legislation, or by the state of things in 
Ireland. For this reason, he was sorry a 
committer, had not betn appointed to 
examine into the question, as the result 
must have been a very different proceed¬ 
ing from that they were now called on to 
agree to. By <Ue assistance of suth an 
fncjuiiy, the cominillee would have been 
able t\i nnder.slaud exactly what was the 
s<aic of lielatid, which they could not do 
from the information given to it by the 
right hon. secretary. Though he had 
mentioned a great many outrages, and 
jiroveil a considerable extent of disturb¬ 
ance to {iievail, be had not explained the 
sy.'stem <‘ii which the several illegal asso¬ 
ciations, which existed in Ireland, were 
formed, their various ways of extending 
tlu’iusclve.s, or the objecl.s they had in 
view ; ncithti had he told the House how 
many these were of these associations. 
The rsgl.t hull, gcntltnian has described 
the Till .i'lif’rs,(’..irders,and Cai avats,which 
iiitcst the routral parts of the country j but 
he bits said iK*thiiig of the continual dis- 
tin bailee of the peace, the riut.s, battles, 
and loss ot lives, which arc almost daily 
occur!iug ill the province of Ulster j or oi 
the association of Orangc-meii, to which 
this stale oi the noith is to be attributed. 
In speaking of the Orange-men, it was 
necessaiy to draw a distinction between 
those who were called so becau.se they 
were Protestants, who were hostile to Ca¬ 
tholic C'm.ancipation, and those who were 
associated in lodges, and, by a secret oath, 
for the purpose, as they hold out, of main- 
laming the Piotostani ascendency ; the 
former did no more tiiun cxeici.se that 
fieedora of opinion, which every one was 
entitled to (njoy, and were a body of men, 
very conspicuous for their loyalty, and 
high independent principle.s; the latter, 
though equally loyal, were, influenced by 
the strongest feelings of persecution, m 
all tlicir thoughts, and .actions, in regard 
to llieir Catholic countrymen. They were 
organized iiiidei a uio.st p( rfect system of 
secret association. Their lodges were 
governed by masters, and committees, 
secretaries, and treasurers. A certain 
number of masters of lodges, elected 
masters of districts; these masters ot 
districts, elected masters of counties, 
and cities, and these formed the grand 
lodge, whose authority, every Orange¬ 
man was sworn to obey. Each Orange* 
man paid, annually, a sum of mo¬ 
ney to a general und; and, on admis* 

IF 
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sion, took an oail), binding himiolf to 
obey the rules aii<! oulers of the grand 
lodge, and not to divulge (he secret Piles 
of the assoriation. Uy iheii pioc'ssioti'., 
on cei lain days in each year, their reso¬ 
lutions at their meetings, and their general 
conduct towards llic Catholics, thejr pro¬ 
voked a constant eiFurt, on their part, to 
vengeance and retaliation; and thus it hap¬ 
pened, (hat, without being the actual ag¬ 
gressors, no large meeting ol the people, on 
public occasions hardly ever took place in 
the north of Ireland, without a desperate 
battle ensuing, and the loss of many lives. 
Th is being unquestionably the state of the 
north of Ireland, it became the right hon. 
gentleman to bring it under the notice of 
the House,when he called upon it to adopt 
a measure for preserving the peace of 
Ireland ; he should have proved himseli 
an impartial public servant, and ready to 
suppress illegal associations of all kinds, 
whether he found them in the soulli, as 
Caravats; or, in the north, as Orange-men. 
It might not, perhaps, have been neces¬ 
sary (or him to introduce any particular 
clause iu his bill directly applicable to 
this association, because the law, as it now 
stands, is sufficient to enable the executive 
government to proceed against it; but he 
should, at least, have spoken of it in such 
terms as would have lett it beyond all 
doubt, that the Irish government would 
prefer enforcing the laws with strict im¬ 
partiality, to giving countenance to a 
system, which was destructive of the 
public peace and subversive of all law. 
It was the more necessary that he should 
have taken this roursc, in consequence of 
the failure of the declared sentiments of 
this House, iu the last session, to discourage 
it. The noble lord opposite, (Casllereagh) 
had scarcely declared, that the govern¬ 
ment would enforce the laws against this 
association, when a meeting of the Grand 
Lodge was held in Dublin, on the 12lh 
of July, and a counter declaration was 
published, calling upon all Orange-men to 
persevere, and not to submit to the at¬ 
tempts that were made to put them down. 
On the very day on which this declara¬ 
tion was published in Dublin, a riot took 
place in Belfast, originating in a proces¬ 
sion of Orange-men, in which three per¬ 
sons were killed. In the course of the 
year, various other riots bad occurred at 
Kilkeel, at Shercock, and other places; 
and no less than twenty or thirty lives 
were lost in these several affrays. Under 
these circumstances, it was not too much 
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to require from his Majesty’s ministers* 
on this occasion, to renew the declaration 
which was made in the last session, and 
to pledge themselves to act upon it, and 
restore the peace of the province of 
Ulster. But this association of Orange¬ 
men, was the cause of still greater evil 
than that already described; it had lead 
to the formation of a counter association 
of persons calling themselves Ribbon men. 
This was planned exactly upon the same 
principles of lodges, and secret oaths, and 
It appears* to have consisted of 20/X)0 
persons, according to a statement of Mr. 
O'Cotinell in the month of June, of last 
year. If then, the right lion, gentleman 
had given an accurate statement to the 
House of the extent to which the system 
of illegal association was carried in lie- 
land, be would have shown that there 
were no less than five different bodies, 
each of them organized by secret oaths, 
and under a distinct plan of government, 
in the whole, covering a great portion of 
the kingdom, and keeping it in a state of 
continual disturbance. As a remedy for 
this evil, he calls upon the House to adopt 
a measure, which is to enable the-niagis- 
trates, at sessions, to transport ail persons 
found out of their houses between sun¬ 
set and sun-rise, and without a trial by 
jury! Whereas, instead of a measure so 
unconstitutional, and so very liable to be 
abused, and to be attended with great 
vexation and cruelty, he ought to have 
proposed one which should have been 
consistent with the ordinary usage of the 
constitution, and directly calculated to 
I punish, with facility and certainty, all 
those various offences, which particularly 
distinguish the character of these several 
illegal associations which have usurped 
the dominion- of the country, and sup¬ 
planted the laws of the land. In order to 
obtain such measure, in place of that 
which was proposed, the bon. baronet said, 
he should move to leave out the words in 
the 7th clause, *' without any grand jury, 
and without any bill found, and without 
the verdict of any petit jury.” He said, 
he had heard no good reason urged to 
show the necessity of laying aside the 
trial by jury; that, in respect to the 
county be represented, be was sure the 
juries would discharge their duty without 
being influenced by any fear of injury 
for so doing; and, if it should be other¬ 
wise in other counties, a remedy might 
easily be found, in moving the place of 
trial to some neighbouring county. 
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Mr. Peel said, the as iu all respects, 

a literal transcr-pt of that of 1807, and 
those clauses, to vthirh the hoii. baronet 
ol^ected, foiiued part of it. 'I he right 
hun. gentleman, entered upon a viudica- 
tion of llie Orange societies, from the un¬ 
just avpersions which had been cast upon 
tbein; ho stated, that they had existed 
for more than twenty yeai.-; that they 
h.id been grossly calmiini.itcd by the dis- 
allecled, who had daicd to respicscnt 
their vtews to be nothing less than to de¬ 
stiny the (.'alholics, bum their chapels, 
Und exterminate tin n itil^ on. But so far 
fiom these societies lunig liable to the 
iinputatioiis cast upon thtni, it was but 
justice to declau', that tht'ie only fault 
'was an exuberance of loyalty. Their 
oatii inih'^ bound them lo support, by law¬ 
ful iiieans, the Iboteitant ascendancy, 
and the government «1 his Majesty, George 
the third, and never to join with united 
irishmen. Advening to the remarks of 
the hon. barun< l, lespecling the not at 
Castletown, the right lion, gentleman Jus¬ 
tified the calling out of the militia, and 
fead the verdict of the coroner’s iiujuest, 
Which stalcij, that the person who was 
killed had met his death by a random 
shot, Irom soldiers who were obliged to 
fire in their own defence. 

Sir H, Parnell rose again, and spoke as 
followsi 

M hat ha.s fallen from the right hon. 
gentleman, renders it necessary for me to 
trouble the Committee a second time. 
The light hon. gentleman has stated, that 
Ihc petitions winch have been pre.sented 
against the Oiarigc associations, w'ere the 
work of the Catholic boird; and he has 
preft'ired a chaige against me, for being 
the organ of that board. The Catholic 
bnaid did certainly apply to me to bring 
the conduct of the Oiange societies undi'r 
the conddei-dtion of the Huuoc, and I wil¬ 
lingly consented to do so, because this 
board was viitually the leprescntative 
body of the whole Catholic population; 
and because. I knew the grievance com¬ 
plained of w as one which called for inves¬ 
tigation and relief. In complying with 
then request, 1 did no more than what it 
is the duty of every member of parliament 
td do whtn called upon, by any gieat 
portion of the constituent body, to advo¬ 
cate their cause against injustice and per¬ 
secution. I did no more than what has 
so frequently been done by the right hon. 
gentleman, the member lor Dublin, when 
se has proposed motions to the House in 


favour of Catholic emancipation. So far ’ 
from feeling myself exposed to censure, I 
tell the light bon. gentleman, tliat, if that 
hoard was existing, 1 would readily com¬ 
ply with any other application they might 
make to mu, similar to that which they 
made last year. But the right hun. gen- 
tiomaii has not only attempted to take 
away from the weight of my observations 
upon the Orange association, by ciidea- 
vooiing to connect them with the Ca’hulic 
board, but from the credit of the petitions 
against it, which I have presented thi.s 
scs.sinn, by saying, that they were the 
petitions of tins board. This fact, I posi¬ 
tively deny—they are the petitions of a 
great number of the most respectable in- 
hitaiits of the principal town.s in the pro¬ 
vince of Ulster, and owe theii origin to 
the distracted state of society in that pro¬ 
vince, and not to the advice or exertions 
of the Catholic board. In respect to the 
attempt of the. light hon. gentleman to 
diminish the credit of these petitions by 
his statement, that no IVnlestant of the 
town of Newry has signed them, and that 
in one petitiliun several names appear to 
be in the same handwriting; the eommit< 
tee, I hope, will feel, that tho.^e petitions 
should be judged upon only crcording to 
the truth of the allegations tiiai are con¬ 
tained in them. To ibeae allegatinns, the. 
right hon. gentleman has made no reply ; 
he could not do so, becaune he knows they 
are true, and that every thing that appears 
in them can be, if necessaiy, suppurlt-d by 
evidence. In regard to the origin of the 
Orange societies, and of the cau-e of the 
hostility that exists between them and the 
Catholics, a history of which the right 
hon. gentleman has been pleased to give 
the Committee, I have no hesitation in 
saying, it is incorrect. On this point, 
there is evidence which places the matter 
beyond all dispute—the address of lord 
(^osfort to the magistrates of the county 
of Armagh in the year f7yS. He says, 

“ It is no secret, that a persecution, ac¬ 
companied with all the circumstances of 
ferocious cruelty, which have, in all ages, 
distinguished that dreadful calamity, is 
now raging in this county. Neither age, 
nor even acknowledged innocence as to 
the laic disturbances, is sufficient to excite 
mercy, much less afibrd protection. The 
only crime which the wretched objects 
of ibis merciless persecution are charged 
with, is a crime of easy proof—it is sim¬ 
ply a profession of the Roman Catholic 
faith. A lawless banditti have constituted 
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ihemsplm judges of this species of de- 
hnquiiic}, and the sentence they pro- 
iiouiui IS tqiiall> concise and tenible—it 
IS nothing hss than coiifisiation of all 
propelt>j and inimediite banishment.”-— 
Ihis IS the rtCoided history of the first 
Oraiigt mtn, in the nords ot one of the 
most upiiglit and respectable men that 
ever lived, and thev iuily prove, that the 
original cause ol the hostility bttneen 
Catholics and Oiaiigt nun is not, as it 
has been said b\ ihi right hon gentleman, 
the tieason of Catholics and the loyalty 
of Oraiigt men, but apnntiple of perse¬ 
cution mole violent and moir dreadful 
than ever existed in any other couiitiy 
1 do not, by any means, impute to the 
Orange men of tiu |)'is(nt day tlu same 
exccssisc spirit of peisc'cutuni, 1 consider 
them as I very dilbieiit oiiUi of men, and 
1 am willing to dlow them all the merit 
they issumi lor loyalty to the King and 
altichinenl to ilu cunstiliition 1 am also 
ready to allow, that in most oi the lecent 
riots which hive t iken jd ict they hise 
iiotbcintlu agpii ssors, ind th it what is 
bhmi able in their conduct, is owing more 
to 1 misuikeii view of whit i& then duty 
ns loyal sub)Lcts and good ntinris, than 


called the attention of the House to it. It 
IS very satisfactory to me to find, that no 
charge is imputable to the magistrates of 
any abuse of then authority, and that 
then conduct was intended for the best, 
md was governed clearly by no othei 
motive than that of discharging tbcir duty 
in the manner that appeared to them the 
most conduciu to the public peace, 
liom my acquamiance with them, I am 
peifcctly able to bear testimony to tbe 
spirit, justice, and modti \tu>n, with which 
their proctedings, as magistrates, have al¬ 
ways been distinguished 

Ml Jlomer said, that the account of the 
afliir of Castletown, given by the light 
hon secretaiy, did nut contradict the in¬ 
formation which he had received, and bad 
subrnitt* d to the House for the purpose of 
exciting ctiquiiy It was not the military 
who had been tepresented to him as hav¬ 
ing been to blame, but tbe magistiatea 
who had impiovidcntiy and unwarranta¬ 
bly c tiled them in By the present act, 
he did not see how the petty jury wire to 
be constituted, or how they could act. 

The House then disidcd, on sii H Par¬ 
nell’s aiiieiulment, when there were—Tor 
tlic ainciidiiient, 6—Against it, bb—Ma¬ 


to any winaH or crut I dispos (loa to in* 
juie an i diitroy tlicii Catholic Kllow 
countivmill 1 Invi nod sue to st< the 
govern UK lit ad ipt any hush or vindictiM 
ntiisuus, in itUnipling to sop\)icss tluir 
assrnation, all Iwish and think mccs 
Mil lot gnstrimiinl to do, is to hast it 
disiinrtly undustond th it they conside i 
the association illicit, ind lint they will 
take iniasuies to pieviut Ilu iiws from 
being violated, without pii )udu c oi par¬ 
tiality ,,0 any disciipunn of persons 
1 Ins, 1 tiust, will yit bf done is the iighl 
hon gintlemm cniunlvdt eivcs cicdit 
for tlu iatU r fiait oi Ins spt < ib, wh iti vt i 
th( t irors may have been ib ii distinguish! d 
the beginning oi ii, wluicm he sudthat 
he would not lucouiagc the associUioii, 
that he would usi lus utmost indeasouis 
to coiilroul U, and that every step should 
be tiken, on the p rt of goviinmert, to 
prevent in nation, and the reiuirenct ol 
those scenes which has rtpi atctlly dis¬ 
graced ihc north of Irt 1 md in ihe course 
of the last ytar 1 wish, bn, befoit 1 sit 
down, to allow that the statement, which 
the light hon gentleman has made con- 
ctrning tbe not at Castletown, appear to 
the, to place it in a very difleicnt point 
of view to that m whit h it was repusented 
to me, and u appeared to me, when 1 
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Brisiol Ct IOC ] Bail Xtnnhcfs said, he 
bad a Pilition to present, which would 
astonish their loidslnps when they became 
acqiiimtcd with its contents Ihe House 
would recollect he presented, on a formci 
day, a Pitition fiom a pcr<'on in Giou- 
tester giol, complaining of the illegal 
pi ictice of opening and iniereepling let¬ 
ters, passing between piisoncis and then 
law-adviseis, and he now hid to present 
a Petiiion coniplatning oi a similar prac¬ 
tice in a gaol at Bristol Iht i had been 
two persons confined, and loi an ofimee 
which he would slate to their lordships. 
When the late rejouitigs weie going on 
foi that peace lowhuhanobli duke op¬ 
posite (he duke of W e liitiglon) had so 
much tontribultd, these two men hied 
pistols on the occasion Ihis might he 
diemed their utmost oRente, for whoh 
they wcie imnuircd in dark rells fur a 
month, md their letters stopped and 
opened. Now, be happened to knowr, 
that tbe servants of more than one of tbe 
bishops were firing pistols about the same 
thing, and yet they were not punished, 
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neither was he disposer?, for such an of¬ 
fence, to h mv < it'icT ilie servants or their 
masters. On however, they were 

not foumi evui ^mliy of thU olllncp, and 
Wbte iicipiiiied. It was not his intention 
to make .my motion, af er the Petition was 
laid OH the ta?»’e, but to rpcotnmend the 
same course whi<'h had Ixeii jmisocd res- 
pirimg the Glo^lce^ler iVtilion. The 
noble viscount (Sidmouth) had trans¬ 
mitted a lvit< r to tiloiiccsl* r, on the sub¬ 
ject, and he had seen the letter, icrjuiiiiti' 
that these illegal practices might be dis¬ 
continued, which reQected high honour 
mi the noble viscount in the discharge of 
his duty as secietai y ol'state for the home 
department, lie should now only re- 
rotnniend it to that noble secretary, to ! 
pursue tile same couduct upon the present, 
occasion. 

I'iie Pelilion was ordered to lie on the 
tabic. 

Dutch Islands.] Lord Holhmd, seeing 
a noble earJ at the head of the Treasury 
in his place, was desirous of knowing if it 
was likely that, before the end of the ses¬ 
sion, any communication would be made 
as to the islands agreed upon to be deli¬ 
vered up to Holland? 

The Earl of Livirpool said, he believed 
it was not likely that any communication 
on the subject, mentioned by the noble 
lord, would be made to that House, before 
the end of the session. As to the islands 
alluded to, they were still in discussion 
with the government of Holland, and it 
was not probable, that he should have it in 
command to make any communication to 
the House in the present sessiun- 

Lord Holland wished also to under* 
stand, whether the 6nat disposal of the 
islands be referred to, would be left solely 
to the adjustment of this country and Hol¬ 
land, or whether they would come under 
the consideration of Congress ? 

The Earl of lAvcrpool observed, that the 
subject was wholly' for the consideration 
of this country and Holland, and not to be 
referred to the deliberations of Congress. 

CoiiHUPTioN OF B1.00D Bill.] X.ord 
Erskiue moved the third reading of the 
Corruption of Blood Bill. 

Lora Holland rose for the purpose of 
proposing an amendment, which justice, 
policy, and good faith required. The old 
law, the alteration of which was now sug¬ 
gested, was founded upon gross injustice, 
proceeding upon the principle of punisb- 
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ing the innocent for the guilty ; hut he 
wished pirlicularly to draw the attention 
of the lloure to the case of Scotland, 
which, presinus to the Union, was unac¬ 
quainted with the law of corruption of 
blood in any case, although the law of for¬ 
feiture was one which had anciently pre¬ 
vailed over all parti, of the United King¬ 
dom. He ipiuteil the authority of Burnet, 
to prove that, at the time of the Union, the 
hw establishing corruption of blood, in 
rases of high treason, had been adopted 
as a compromise between the jinrlies, al¬ 
though strongly resulted by the parliament. 
In J71-I', the ye.ar befoic the rebellion, at 
the time when danger was apprehended, 
the law had been continued during the 
lives of the sous of the Pretender, but the 
necessity had ceased upon the death of 
the late cardinal de York. Under these 
circumstances, it was hut an act of justice 
to restore, at least, Scotland to the situa¬ 
tion she held before the Union, if it wore 
not deemed expedient to abolish the law 
of ruiiuption of blood in all parts of the 
United Kingdom. It was impuiilic, be* 
cause it rather promoted than discouraged 
treason, and must lead to «oniinual ani¬ 
mosities. He should, tbercfoie, move as 
an amendment, the omission of the words 
** save and except in all cases of high 
treason, petty treason, or murder, or of the 
abettors of the same.” If, however, the 
House should reject this general motion, 
he would propose, that the exempt ion in its 
present shape should only extend to Eug- 
iand and Ireland. 

The Duke of Norfolk opposed the 
amendment; arguing, that by the law as it 
now stood, many individuals would be de- 
deterred from the crime of high treason, 
by the consequences which attended it to 
their posterity. 

The amendment was negatived; as 
were also another amendment, moved by 
lord Holland, to insert after the exception 
the words, *' in those parts of the United 
Kingdom called England and Ireland 
and a subsequent one, likewise moved by 
his lordship, for leaving out of the excep* 
tion the words petit treason and murder.” 
The Bill was then read a third time and 
passed. 

Fbeehold Estates Bill. ] Lord Ershnt 
moved the third reading of the Bill for 
rendering the freehold estates of persons 
dying indebted, liable to the payment of 
their simple contract debts. His lordship 
observed, that common honesty required 
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that the estates of persons dying indebted 
should be rendered liable for the payment 
of their debts; and be tiiought, therefore, 
the preamble of the Bill, declaring the 
expediency of this, seli^evldent. Ilis 
lordship put the case of a person borrow¬ 
ing 50,0001. on simple contract, and pur¬ 
chasing an estate with it. By means of a 
little money, he might get over the lung 
vacation, to prevent his creditors getting 
judgment till the ensuing term; m the 
mean time, he might die, and his heir 
would succeed to the estate, whilst his 
creditor would be unable to recover a far¬ 
thing. To meet such cases as this, he 
thought the present Bill necessary ; and he 
could not conceive why, as a judgment 
bound the heir, the estates should not be 
liable, in the first instance, to the simple 
contract debts of their late possessor. Ilis 
lordship argued, at some length, upon this 
ground, and with reference to cases that j 
fiad occurred, contending for the expe- { 
diency of extending (us this Bill proposed 
to do) the principle of the act of the 47th 
of the King, rendeiing the estates of per¬ 
sons dying, being at that time subject to 
the bankrupt laws, liable for their simple 
contract debts to the whole country. 
Persons might still do what they'pleased 
with their own estates; the only object of 
the Bill was to give creditors a chance of 
recovering their simple contract debts, 
where the debtor died possessed of free¬ 
hold estates, without sufficient personal 
assets. 

The Duke of Norfolk objected to the Bill, 
on the ground that it would unsettle the 
law regarding landed property, and render 
it extremely difficult to efiect a sale of a 
freehold estate, as the purchaser could 
scarcely ever feel htmself secure against 
the claims of the creditors of the former 
possessor. 

The Lord CkanccUor also objected to 
tlie Bill, as unnecessary, it being always in 
the power of the creditor to bargain with 
bis debtor for that security which would 
render the freehold estate’ of the latter 
liable for the debt. The present Bill, 
went to do away all ibat caution, with 
which it bad been the policy of our insti¬ 
tutions to fence round landed property, 
whilst it, in fact, afforded little or no real 
security to the creditor. If the princi¬ 
ple of this Bill was to be adopted, why 
should it not equally beextendea to estates 
tail, to copyhold estates, and to stock in 
the ‘public funds ? The fact was, that the 
creditor had it in his power to bargain for 


a security affecting the property, of what¬ 
ever description, of his debtor; and it 
was much better that he sliouid be left to 
use bis own caution and discretion upon 
this point, than that he should sit down in 
apathy and carelessness, under the impies- 
sion, that the legislature would take care 
ol bis interests. 

Earl Stanhope opposed the Bill upon the 
ground that it would take away, in a great 
number of cases, the li iil by jmy, and 
throw the questions that ought to b« de¬ 
cided upon by a jury, into the Court of 
Chancery. 

Lord Holland could see no haim in 
generalizing the pi iuciple which had been 
already put in action. The trial had al¬ 
ready been made, on a small scale, in the 
Bankers’ act; and now we came, after find¬ 
ing its goodcflects, to try it on a larger. 

Laid iledesdale objected to the Bill, on 
the ground that it could only be brought 
into operation after the death of the debtor, 
and after it had been seen whether his 
personal estates would be equal to the 
payment of his debts. The present Bill, 
loo, he thought, would lead to an extension 
of credit, which was already too great in 
this country. 

Lord Eilenimough said, he w'ould always 
guide himself by the analogy of the ancient 
law of the land, which, down to this period, 
had cautiously abstained from the sale 
of real property for the payment of debts, 
lie concurred in the objection made re¬ 
specting the Bill, as suggested by his 
noble and !c<trned friend on the woolsack. 

The question was then put, that the 
Bill be now read the third time, which was 
negatived without a division On the mo¬ 
tion of the Lord Chancellor, it w'as then 
oictercd to be.'read a third linio that day 
three months. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday, Jtdy 18. 

Message prom the Prince 'Regemt, 
RESPECTING A VOTE OF CftEniT.] The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer presented 
the following Message from the Prince 
Regent 

“ The Prince Regent, in the name and 
on the behalf of his Majestyi considering 
that itmi'y be of very great importance to 
provide tor such emergencies as may arise; 
and relying on the experienced zeal and 
affection of the House of Commons, trusts 
that this House will enable him to take 
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toch meaiares as the exia^ncy of affairs 
may require. Gkobcb,* P, R*’ 

The Messa^fe vras referred to a Com¬ 
mittee of the whole House. 

Corv'-RiGHT Biu„] The Order for 
takini![ into further consideration the report 
of the Cf)|>y«Uigiit Bill, being read, 

Mr. W^an said, that he felt some diffi¬ 
culty upon the subject of this Bill. At all 
events, he could iiOt help expressing his 
regret, that no provision was made to pro- 
■vent any of the Universities from selling 
the books with which they might be fur. 
iiished in consequence'of the measure. 
This regret he was induced to expiess, 
from a hint which had been thrown out, 
that some of the Scotch Universities were 
likely to sell new works, with a view to 
apply the produce to the purchase of old 
and foreign books, for the supply of their 
Mbraries. 

Mr. fT. Duiufo' bore testimony to the 
character of the Jscotch Universities, asseri- 
ing the improbability of the intention 
stated by the learned gentleman. 

Mr. 'Croker spoke in favour 6f the Uni¬ 
versity of Dublin. 

Mr. /. P. Grant observed, that it ap¬ 
peared a great hardship upon booksellers, 
that they should be obliged to furnish 
gratis, to the public Libraries and Univer¬ 
sities, the eleven copies mentioned in the 
Bill. 

Mr. Croker proposed a clause, which he 
deemed necessary to rescue, from great 
inconvenience, the publishers of Ireland 
and Scotlcind, namely, to provide that the 
delivery of a copy of any work to any 
public Library or University in Ireland or 
Gotland, entitled to receive it, should be 
deemed equivalent to a delivery of the 
same to i^atiooers’-ball in Loudon.—* 
Agreed to. 

Sir E Brydges gave notice of a motion 
for to-niorrow, for an amendment in the 
Bill to extend further the period of Copy- 
light. A verbal alteration was made 'in 
the Bill, upon the motion of sir J. M’ln- 
tush, with regard to the Scotch Uiiiver- 
aities. The Amendments being gone 
through, 

Mr spoke against the delivery of 
books gratis to the several Universities, as 
the Bill directed, for this be conceived an 
unjust tax upon authors and booksellers. 
As to the ajrfjnmem, that tb-* delivery of 
these books was advantageous to the book- 
iQllert, by r«odcfit)| work beU«r 


known, he thought that quite a fallary. 
Indeed, if it were just, he should sa-ipuse 
that every publisher would be forward to 
make a present of his svotk lo every cir» 
culating library. Certainly, ibrough such 
libraries a new wot k would be more likely 
to become known, and toobiaio porch tstrs, 
than through the University in r.ines. 
But he presumed to think, ihat the book¬ 
sellers would be hardly inclined to adopt 
such a project for advertising and disptis- 
ing of their works. Kecuriing to the 
supply of the U«iversiiie«, he was of 
opinion, that a sunt should be ratlier 
granted from the public purse to enable 
them to purchase new woiks, than to im¬ 
pose upon publishers the tax proposed in 
this Bill. The sum for that purpose netd 
not, in his judgment, exceed ‘2,j()()/. a 
year, to all the Universities; and suitJy 
stidi a sum ouglit rather to be allovved, 
than enact the provision of this Bill, winch 
was calculated to discourage the exertion, 
by reducing the reward of talent and 
science. The lion, geiitieuiun observed, 
that the funds of several of the Universities 
were amply sufficieni to purchase books, 
without any public grant, or any tax upon 
literary industry. For instance, he knew 
that tlie Uiiiversily with which he was 
connected (Oxibnl) felt no solicitude what¬ 
ever upon the subject. He also observed, 
that one copy of every new work might 
suffice for the two public libraries of Edin¬ 
burgh, and one also for the two public 
libraries of Dublin, to each of which this 
Bill provided that a copy should be sent. 
Thus publishers were unnecessarily taxed, 
and, when the very high price of some 
works was uonsideied, the amount of this 
taxation might be easily appreciated.' 
The hon. member concluded with express* 
ing a hope, that the discussion of this mea¬ 
sure would lead to the adoption of some 
plan next session, which should be more 
conducive to the advantage of the Uni- 
vesities, and to the general interests of 
science and literatuie, than any Bdi of thin 
nature was ever likely to do. 

Mr. Giddy expressed his entire con- 
ctirrence in the general observations of 
the lion, gentleman, paihpularty in the 
wish and hope that, iq the next session 
some pecuniary provision would be made 
from the public purse, to supply the 
public libraries with pew books, and thus 
to relieve the booksellers from the hard-* 
ships of which they complained, 

Mr. W, (imtti thought the Universities 
ought to relinquish the petty advantage 
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which the riatue under discussion, pro¬ 
posed to secure to them; for it was cotn- 
araiively of little value to them, while 
y levying a tax upon publisliers, it was 
too likely to form a serious impediment to 
the promulgation of knowledge. He hap¬ 
pened to belong to a society, which sub- 
ccribed to procure the poblicalion of the 
very valuable productions of Mr. Smeaton, 
the celebiatrd engineer, and it was found 
that the bookseller could not sell a copy 
at less than seven guineas and a half. 
Now he submitted (olbe candid considera¬ 
tion ot the House whether eleven copies 
tit suthawoik did not form rather too 
eerions a <leductioii from the pioHtsof those 
tor whose immediate benefit the work was 
puldii'bed; and also whether <u(‘h a dc- 
dui'iion was not peculiarly talcidated to 
impede ihe pi ogri as ol knowledge ? Such 
a tax upon liier.iiy industiy would not, he 
hoped, be allowed to soivive the next 
session, for its exwtence was evidently 
oneioiis upon pulilisheis; while it was 
really dt'giadiiig to the paities benefited 
by It, ami niatciially mjunous to the in¬ 
terest". ol I he public. 

Mr. Hnrmr thought that a very limited 
view had been taken of the Hdvan'age le- 
tultmg from the grants to Uiiisei>iiies, 
whiih formed the subject of dwrus-iun. 
For thiough ihese grants, with tlic- ‘Ujiply 
of booko wlntli the sf vtral jiublo' lihraiies 
possessed, aiitliois of eveiy class weie 
enabled to fin i. at snih lihraiies, all the 
tnaier als ol knowledge. Thus tiie inte- 
lests of liteiaiurc were promoted, and au 
thors derived fioni the public libraries a 
degree of advantage wbith much more 
tliari cooinei balanced any diminution of 
profit I hi V ought sustain hv supplying 
each with a ci»py of their productions. As 
to wtiat had betn said respecting the very 
high piioc of books, he leally believed, 
that in most ca'.fs, that h'gh pneowas the 
result much moie of ornament than unl'ty 
—of extrinsic decoration and neie binding 
than of intrinsic merit; and that too many 
booksellers wire now become rather lur- 
niture brokers than the ministers ot litera¬ 
ture. He had himself witnessed a striking 
example of this tmte. It was notorious 
that the works of Giey might be bought 
for one shilling; but he had lately seen at 
4 bookseller’s a work entitled the *' Re- 
Biains td‘CJrey," comprehending nothing 
else than that author’s common-place 
book, which neither be himself, nor his 
extcuior, Mr. Mason, ever thought worth 
publishing. This book, hovrever, was now 
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printed on superior paper, splendidly 
bound and decorated, and published at no 
less than seven guineas each copy. Could 
it then be deemed a great grievance, or a 
public injustice, if a bookseller were 
obliged to dixposc of eleven copies of such 
a work gratis ? 

Mr. Marsh said, if be had been present 
in the Committee 011 this Bill, be should 
certainly have felt it bis duty to move the 
omission of that clause which went to give 
to (he UniverMties eleven copies of all 
books published in the United Kingdom. 
He did not enter >the House in time, or he 
should have presented a petition from a 
gentleman connected with the East India 
House, named Fisher; who, it appealed, 
bad travelled all over Great Britain, lor 
the purpose of collecting specimens uC 
panning, architecture, and the arts, for the 
purpose of hereafter publishing them with 
plates and illustrations; but who, having 
finished his work with respect to one 
county only, that of Bedford, was deteired 
by the great expense of the work, and the 
necessity of presenting the Universities 
wi h eleven copies of it, from proceeding 
further. This was a proof of the'disad¬ 
vantage which arose fiom the existence of 
such a law; and he iiad no doubt that 
many other instances, of a similar nature, 
might be cited. He contended, that such 
a privilege was a relic of haibarous times, 
inconsistent with the liberal spirit of the 
piesent .ige, and ought to be done away 
with. 

Mr. Crok^r conceived, that all authors 
must he pioud of contiibuting to the sup. 
ply of those great leservoirs of liteiature, 
which enabled so many of them to write 
for the public advantage, and their own 
credit. Theicfore he could not subscribe 
to the objection urged against the jno- 
posed grants to the seveial public libra¬ 
ries; and as to the bookitlieis, they 
could not sufibr by those grant®, for *hey 
v'ould always take care to make the con¬ 
sumer or purchastr of tluir books pay 
cv'*ry tax to which they might be sub¬ 
jected. There was no icason, indeed, to 
apprehend that these gentlemen would 
ever fail to lake caie of their own interest. 

Mr. Mush explained, that when lio 
called the privilege m question a reli.' ol* 
barbarous times, he meant that it oii^n- 
nated ill limes not very favourable t' pro¬ 
perty or liberty, namely, in the icign of 
Cheilcs 2, and wa^ he heliev* d, an act of 
regulation and police to ustiaiu the 
liberty of thi press. 

13C) 
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Sir Egertm Styles w»s against the 
An hon. and teamed gentleman had men¬ 
tioned, as an instance ot' the modern abuses 
of the art of book-making, that thongh all 
the works of the immortal poet Grey were 
to bob>'>d lor a shilling, the bookselieis 
had lately got up two quarto eolames of 
his remains, the price of which was seven 
guineas. Now, if all that was good was to 
be had for a shilling, there was no great 
evil m refusing the Universities those two 
quarto volumes which cost so much, and 
were worth nothing. • 

Mr. Smith spoke in favour of the grant 
to the Universities, and considered that 
provision in the Bill, as essential to the 
interests of those institutions. 

The Amendments were agreed to, and 
the Bill nas ordered to be read a third 
time to-morrow. Mr. Marsh then pre¬ 
sented the Petition, to which he alluded, in 
the course of his speech, from Mr. Tho¬ 
mas Fisher, which was read, and ordered 
to lie on the table. 


UOUSE OF LORDS. 

• Tuesday t July 1!). 

ThePriscbss CwARtoTTE of Wales.J 
The Duke of Suitex rose and said: My 
lords, 1 confess, 1 lisa with a considerable 
degiee of embarrassment, not unmixed 
with a certain degree of anxiety, on the 
Tery important and interesting occasion 
cm whicn I am about to address you. 1 
fhall not, therefore, detain your lordships, 
furlhor than the expression of my hope, 
that the noble carl opposite, will satisfac¬ 
torily answer those questions, which' I 
think it tny duty, under the circumstances 
of the case, to put to the noble earl, I con- 
6ss, my lords, that in putting these ques¬ 
tions, my wish is to be considered as 
'doing it perfectly distinct and separate 
from any party question whatever; that 
1 do it purely from my own feelings of 
duty, and anaothorlsed by any individual 
whatever. The questions, in one sense, 
am aware, are put under very awkward 
oircumstances, though relative to an event 
known to moai of the noble lords who 
ibear me, and respecting which I may not 
ooncur in opinion with other persons who 
'bave been consulted^ but for whose con¬ 
duct, 1 entertain every possible respect. 
I hope, »y lords, I may be allow*»d to 
put the following questions; but if any 
noble lord feels any diflicuity in my put¬ 
ting them notv, I am ready to ri'strve 
them lor any oi^ortumty that may arise. 
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in consequence of the application of the 
standing order. 

After a dtoit pause, the illustrious duke 
proceeded.—! wish to know, Irom the 
noble earl, in the first instance, whether, 
bioce the removal of her royal highness, 
the Princess Charlotte of Wales, to Carl¬ 
ton-house, her Royal Highness has had 
that degree of communication with her 
firiends and connections, which her Royal 
Highness had, previous to her leaving 
Warwick-house ? 

After a short pause—If the noble lord 
does not choose to answer this question, 1 
shall, of course, know how to take it. 
But I again ask the noble lord, if her 
royal highness the Princess Charlotte has 
had the samedegree of communication with 
her friends and connections, since her re¬ 
moval to Carlton-house, that she had 
while she remained at Wai wick-house ? 

1 next widi to ask the noble earl. If her 
royal highness, the Pi incess Charlotte of 
Wales, since her removal to Carlton- 
house, has had the liberty of that com¬ 
munication in writing, and by letter—>oi 
receiving and sending letters—and the 
use of pens, ink, and paper—that she had 
while at Warwick-house? 

I have next to ask. Whether her royal 
highness, the Princess Charlotte of Wales, 
is, since her residence at Carlton-house, in 
that state of liberty, which persons con¬ 
sidered not as in confinement, ought to 
be in ? 

The fourth question I have to ask is. 
Whether, in the course of last year, her 
royal highness, the Princess Charlotte of 
Wales, was not recommended, as proper 
for the state of her health, the use of the 
sea-bath; and, whether it is not under¬ 
stood, that the same has been recommend¬ 
ed. to her Royal Highness this year ? 

The fifth question, my lords, is. Whe¬ 
ther her royal highness, the PrinoeBS Char¬ 
lotte of Wales, having arrived at the age 
of eighteen years and a half—past the 
period when parliament baa frequently 
recognised the capacity of persons of the 
royal family, to anume the govormnent 
of the country without assistance—whe¬ 
ther there is any intention of providing 
an establishment suitable for her Royal 
Highness, and proper for her to Kve and 
appear according to her due rank in that 
society, over which, I hope, it will be her 
lot one day to reign ? 

Tlie Earl of Lixerpool. My lords, it i« 
perhaps my duty to apologise to your 
lerdshtpi, for even meking any observa- 
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tioDB upon the qaestions pnt by the illus- 
trous duke. There can exiat no doubt, 
my lords, in many cases, that advantages 
may resuit, in putting questions upon sub* 
jects of great public iinportance*--of great 
political and national moment*-*to the 
ministers of the crown. But I leave it to 
your lordships, to feel, and to consider, 
whether, upon a subject of the peculiar 
nature of the present, the questions put, 
are questions, which ought to be answer¬ 
ed. Upon your judgments, and upon 
your feelings, 1 will most willingly and 
Keely rest the decision. My loids, the 
Prince Begent, as acting in the name, and 
on the behalf^ of his Majesty, is the father 
of the royal family, and be has the ex¬ 
clusive right, to regulate the education, 
not only of his own children, bnt of the 
other children of the loyal family, if there 
were any. 1 ask, my lords, what instance 
is there of parliament having interfered 
in a proceeding of this nature ? Without 
entering into possible or extreme cases, I 
wish to ktiow, my lords, what ground the 
illustrious duke has laid, for any parlia¬ 
mentary inlerfertnce, or proceeding, upon 
this case, or that should induce us to con¬ 
cur ill any. I am sure, my lords, that in 
the exercise of his legitimate light, the ’ 
Piince Bcgcnl has adopted no regulation, j 
With respect to the Piincess Charlotte, 
llial has not for its object, and for its view, 
her Itoj al Iligbness's own benefit, inte¬ 
rest, and advantage ; and that his feelings 
towards her, are purely those of a sove¬ 
reign and a father j feelings and duties 
which are not only impressed upon him 
by nature, but imposed upon him by the 
laws of the country* And, I trust your 
fordsbips will believe, when you come to 
consider, that, under circumstances like 
the present, the great person whom 1 
may allude to, would be very far from 
concurring himself in any act, with re¬ 
spect to the illustrious personage in quee- 
tion, but upon the fullest sense of its con¬ 
tributing to her happiness, her comfott, 
and her honour. And, 1 think, my lord, 

I sitould not discharge my own duty, or 
consult my own feelings, or the sense and 
feelings of the House, if I added another 
word more. 

The Duke of Jksstx disclaimed, in what 
he bad said, the least idea of expressing 
any thing disreipectful towards the illus¬ 
trious person alluded to. But, as he was 
not satisfied with what had fallen from 
the noble lord, he felt it his duty to give 
notice, that on Friday next, he should 
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ipake n motion ^ the subject. His Boy sdl 
Highness then moved, that the l^ords be 
summoned for Friday next. 

The Aord Chancel^ said, be could not 
^ive asilent vote upon this occasion. The 
illustrious duke had said, he meant not to 
say any thing disrespectful towaids the 
great person alinded to. He was per¬ 
suaded his Boyal Highness did not. But 
he murt lake the libeity of saying, that if 
bis noble friend bad answered the ques¬ 
tions put to him, under the circumslaucrs 
of the case, he could not do so, without 
being guilty of a breach of bis duty, ia 
the opinion of any man upon earth. He 
would iiave betrayed his duty to his sove¬ 
reign ; and, be would tell his noble fiiend, 
that, if he had answered the first part of 
these questions, be (lord Eldon) would 
never have conversed again with him. 
What was meant by the question. Whe¬ 
ther the illustrious person referred to, 'wet 
allowed the same sort of intercourse with 
her friends and connections, (it might as 
well have been said,with her enemies), while 
living under the roof ot her royal lather ? 
Could that be said not to be an imputa¬ 
tion ? But he must look upon it a& an ani¬ 
madversion upon the miiiisteis of the 
crown, with relcrence to supposed advice- 
lie would then only say, that the great 
person alluded to, bad the exclusive light 
to direct the education of his child, anti 
that no man had a right to interpose; 
and a very sttong ground, indeed, must 
be previously established, to warrant the 
interposition of paiiiaracnt. with respect 
to advise so given and followed. And, 
with reference to the whole of the con¬ 
duct of the great person alinded to, to¬ 
wards the illustrious personage in ques¬ 
tion, he had the sati&faction oi being able 
(0 state, in the face of the counfiy, that 
he, at least, was deserving of the ap- 
ploose, and not the censure of mankind. 

The Duke of Sussex shortly explained, 
that, whatever remarks he hail made, 
might be construed into an animadversion 
upon the conduct of ministeis upon the 
occasion; but, that he did not conceive 
it possible, to construe what he bad said, 
in the way of disrespect towards the gfeat 
person alluded to. 

Their lordships were then otdered to be 
summoned for Friday. 

HOUSE OP COMMONS. 

Tuesday, July 1 ti. 

PesT-OF>tcB Packets.] Lord iVugcal 
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TOM to make the motion, of vrhich hi had 
given notice, relative to certain papers, 
which be wished to have laid beiore the 
House, in consequence of certain proceed* 
ings which had taken place in the de* 
partment of the Pust*office. It appeared, 
from the statement of the noble lord, that, 
in November last, two packets, bound for 
the llrazils, viz. the Montague, command¬ 
ed by captain Norway, and the Lady 
Pelham, commanded by captain Ptrring, 
fell in with, oil' the island of Madeira, 
an Anienran privateer, called the (xlobe, 
and were both brought to action with her. 
Captain Norway, being the senior com¬ 
mander, ordered the Lady Pelham to at¬ 
tack in such a manner, that it was up¬ 
wards ot ten minutes, before she could 
bring her guns to bear on the Globe, 
without, at the same time, firing into the 
MuntHguc; and, during that time, the 
Montague was so roughly handled by the 
privateer, that captain Norway was killed, 
and Mr. Watkins, the master, who suc¬ 
ceeded to the Loinmand, was so appre- 
beiisive that she would be taken by the 
Globe, that he dcimcd it piopci to throw 
the mail overboard, and sink it. In ibe 
mean lime, the Lady Pelham, having got 
into a proper situation, opened lier fire on 
the Globe with so much clf-ci, that, after 
about forty minutes hard lighting, captain 
Perring obliged tiie privateer to sheer off, 
and saved the Montague from being 
taken. That, during the action between 
the Lady IVlhani and the privateer, cap¬ 
tain Pel ring WaS vciy severely wounded, 
and disabkd, for a roiisidcrabic time, 
from doing any duty whatever. His 
]ord$liip then stated, that Mr. Watkins 
had, immediately after the engagement, 
wnttoD home to the Post-ofGce, and had 
atated, that lie had been attacked by the 
Globe, and had repulsed her after tht^ 
death of captain Norway. That the Posi- 
ofHce had, in consequence of such repre- 
aentatiou of Mr. Watkins, promoted him 
to the rank of commander of that regular 
packet, which gave llie rank of com¬ 
mander in the navy. In the mean time, 
captain Perririg proceeded to the Brazils 
with the Lidy iVlham, and safely deli- 
vared the mail that was on board of her. 
On the ifctmn of captain Perring to Eng¬ 
land, as soon us he found what had taken 
place, he made his representations to the 
Post-office, stating the facts which had 
happened, and a court of enquiry was 
appointed, to investigate the business; | 
auu by this court of enquiry, which was 
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guided solely by ex parte evidence, Mr. 
Watkins was acquitted; but, on the re¬ 
monstrance of captain Perring, and the 
production of the affidavits of the whole 
crew of the Lady Pelham, a second court 
of enquiry was held, which, after hearing 
evidence, censured Mr. Watkins, and ex¬ 
culpated Mr. Perring from ail blame 
whatever, and determined, by their judg¬ 
ment, that, if it had not been for the ex¬ 
ertions of the Lady Pelham, the Montague 
must have fallen into the bands of the 
privateer. Nevertheless, the Post-office 
persisted in supporting the promotion of 
Mr. Watkins, and had refused, to every 
application of captain Perring, the coi- 
respondcnce which had passed on the oc¬ 
casion. This was nut a rase of a trifling 
nature, but one in which the characters 
of a gallant officer, and a brave crew, 
were deeply inti'resicd ; and, he thought, 
there was great reason to complain of the 
justice of the Post-office, in bolding a 
court of enquiry at a time when captain 
Perring, from his wounds, was not able to 
attend, llis lordship concluded by mov¬ 
ing, “ That there he laid before this 
House, a copy of the rcpoils of the two 
courts of enquiry, together with the cor¬ 
respondence relating to an action fought 
on the 3rd day of November last, (off 
Madeira), by his Majesi 3 ’s pmkets. Lady 
Mary Pelham and Montague, with the 
Globe American privateer." 

"M-r, LtuMngttm SAulf he did not rise to 
oppose the motion, but to assure the noble 
lord, that when the dorumenis were pro¬ 
duced, the roiiduct of the captain, who 
was the object of complaint, would ap¬ 
pear ill a light most niaierially dilleienli 
from that in which he had viewed it. The 
throwing of the mail ovei board was al¬ 
ways justifiable when a packet was iii 
danger of being captured ; and (his danger 
appeared to have arisen from the other 
vessel hanging hack. 

Lord Nugtht denied, that he had made 
the throwing over of the mail a ground 
of com|>laiiit against captain Watkins. 

Mr. i*resttm pledged himself, that -cep- 
tain Periiiig’s conduct would be found to 
have been of the most honourable and 
praise-worthy nature. From bis personal 
knowledge of him, he would venture to 
say, that no man was likely to be less 
liable to reproach; and be hoped, the 
enquiry would do ultimate justice to the 
injured. 

The motion was agreed to. 
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liono CocHBANB.] Lord Sbringitm rose 
and said, that before he proceeded, in 
pursuance to his notice, to address the 
House, he should be" leave to read to 
them a letter which he had leceived liom 
lord Cochrane. Ills ioidship then read the 
follovriiig letter 

*' Kin'/s-hench, July I.?, 1814. 

*' My Lord ; Although 1 claim no light 
to interfere with the parliuuicntaiy conduct 
of any member, or to inierfeiu with the 
motions which he may judge proper to 
originate ; yet, I owe a duly to myself, 
whirli demands that 1 should apprise 
your lordship, thattbc nolion of which you 
have given notice respecting me, has a 
tendency to bring down upon me a greater 
indignity than any which has been oiTured 
to me by itiy enemies. 1 had flaltcied 
myself, horn a recent vote of your lord¬ 
ship, that, in >oor mind, I stood wholly ac- 
ejuitted; and I did not cx|HCt to be treated 
by your lordship as an object of mercy, 
on the grounds of pa^'l sei vices, or severity 
of seniencc. J cannot allow myself to 
be indebted to that tendci ness of disposi¬ 
tion, which has led your lordship to form 
an eiioneous estimate oi the nmounl of 

i iuiiishmdit due to the ctimes of which 
. have Keen accused; nor can I, fora mo- 
ineni, consent, that any past services of 
mine should be prostituted to the purpose 
of firolectmg me fiom any part ol the ven¬ 
geance oi those law's against which T, if 
at all, have giossly ollendcd. Jf I am 
guilty, I tidily merit iht whole of the sentence 
which hen bun parsed upon me; if innocent, 
one penalty cumot be irijlu'led with more jus¬ 
tice than nuothtr, 

• « If your Ioidship shall judge piopcr to 
persist in the motion of winch you have 
given notice, I hope you will do me the 
justice to rtad this letter to the House.—I 
have the honour to he niy lord, y'our obe¬ 
dient humble servant. 

(Signed) Cooieane.” 

Lord Ebrington then continued. He 
,disclaimed any private or personal consi¬ 
derations in bringing forward his motion. 
The letter which he had read, and bis 
answer to ii, was the only correspondence 
which had ever passed between himself 
and the noble lord. If he bad consulted 
lord Cochrane previously, he sliuuld nut 
have given his notice; H‘ he had acceded 
to the wishes of lord Cochrane, he should 
subsequently have withdrawn it ; but, 
notwithstanding the letter of the noble 
lord, he felt himself compelled, by a sense 
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of public duty, to bring the subjeet before 
the House. He had hoped that some ene» 
better qualified than himself, would have 
originated the question—some eeiitleman 
on the other aide of the House, backed by 
the weight and authority of his Majesty's 
ministers, or that those minisUra would 
have rendered the motion altogether un¬ 
necessary, by a spontaneous advice to the 
crown, to remit the ignominious part of 
lord Cochrane’s sentence. 

He should avoid mingling with the dis¬ 
cussion, the subject of the debate of the 
foimer night, however he might be con¬ 
vinced that the decision of that night was 
erroneous; and that the doubts i cspecting 
the guilt of lord Cochrane, required to be 
examined before the sentence of expahtoik 
was pronounced. The House, however, 
bad decided on that point, and he should 
give no opinion on the guilt or innocence, 
but attempt to persuade the House to bear 
testimony to his eminent services, by ex- 
pres.<!ing tlieir sense of the severity of the 
sentence passed on him. Before he should 
proceed to the particular circumstances 
of lord Cochrane's case, he could not but 
observe on this punishment of the pillory 
in general, that it was a disgrace to the en¬ 
lightened age in which we lived: for it 
withdrew the individual subjected to it 
from the protection of the laws, and made 
the populace at once fais judges and his 
exccutinner«. So iha*, at one time, it was a 
scene of mockery and triumph; at others, 
a punishment equivalent to a cruel death. 
They would ail remember the horrid 
scenes of the last year, on the occasion of 
punishments of this kind ; and though the 
crimes of the wretches who sutlered, might 
deprive us of our compassion, it was bad 
in principle to inflict cruel torture wlieie 
the law prufes*sed only to inflict expn.sure 
and disgtace. This punishment, lie was 
happy to find, however, was by no means 
frequent; for he saw, fiom ihe retuins on 
the table of the House, that in the three 
years since 18II, in all the < ouniies i xoept 
Middlesex, it had hten inflicted but twice, 
and that i.i the cases of ciimes similar to 
those which lie had befoie alluded to. But 
would the House consent, that lord Coch¬ 
rane should be associated with wietches 
such as these ? But it would be said, that 
conspiracy carried with it such a punish¬ 
ment. He found, liowever, that otliei.« had 
been punished for the same crime by trifling 
fines and short imprisonments. Why, 
then, was the law to be strained to inflict 
the most degrading punishment on a maiv 
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who. wbatfvev had been bis conduct on a prired of bU rank and bis marks of 
recent ocfskslon, bad contributed more, nonOnr,—-alt that he had been labouring 
perbapi. ''than any man_ of equal rank in for years to obtain—all that his country 
the ItbimurabJe profession in which he had giren him bad been taken away. He 
had been engaged, to raise and establish had accumnlated honours to aggiavate 
tile glory of the Britisb arms ? It would his punishment. 

be needless and tedious for,him to relate-Numerosa parahat 

the whole of the noble lord’s exploits, but Betels® turus tabulaU, unde allior csset 
he would mention one of them, which Casus, et impuls,r pr<eccps immani ruinie. 
would be sufficient; the El Gamo, a The noble lord stated two instances in 
Spanish ship of 38 guns, which was taken which the House had addressed the crown, 
by his lordship ip 1801, m the Speedy, a praying the exercise of its preiogative oi 
vessel of 14 guns only. mercy, with regard to sentences pro- 

Lord Ebrington then desired the cleik nounced by com ts of law; and thus he had 
to read the tote of thanks of January 10, to offer precedents in support of the rea- 
j|810, to the officers employed in the gal- sons, which be had urged for the inierpo- 
lant affair of Basque-roads, which be- siiion of the House upon this occasion, 
stowed gieat praise on lord Cochrane’s He trusted, that be bad throughout kept 
conduct, for the destruction of the fire- clear, as he promised, of the question re- 
sbips. The vote having been read, lord specting the guilt or innocence of lord 
Ebrington continued: such was the piaise Cochrane. Sliil, in the proposition which 
which lord Cochrane received on that oc- he had to submit, he anticipated the sup- 
casion; and he had, moicover, received the port of all those* who had any doubts upon 
order of the bath. When the noble loid (hat question. Those vvho believed lord 
was struck off ihc list of the navy, de- Cochrane innocent, would of course vole 
prived of his ribbon, and condemned to for his motion; and from even (hose who 
the pillory, could it be said, that the pu- believed the noble lord guilty, he calcu- 
nishment on him was not greater than on fated upon support; because he hoped they 
Butt or De Berenger? As to the rule of would think the punishment too scvcic for 
court which had prevented the noble ioid the offence, and especially objectionable, 
from obtaining a new trial, it was most when applied to loid Cochrane. Indctd, 
unjust; as what could be more essential in he thoilght the punishment of the pillory 
the case of a conspiracy, than that there altogether exceptionable, and njwn that 
should be facilities afforded to distinguish ground alone, be would expect tiu acqui- 
betweeu the guilt of the different par- escence of every humane and thinking 
ties ? But to return to the sentence ; man in the motion which he proposed to 
when the extent of it bad been executed submit to the House. For hiiuseifV he de- 
on Butt and Dc Berenger. they might re- dared, that he always considered the pu- 
tnrn to their former obscurity; and, by nisbment of the pillory as bad on all op- 
removing their residence, regain all the casions, but as peculiarly bad in the case 
respectability in society which they had to which his motion referred. The noble 
lost. It had been said, that the law faatf lord concluded with moving, '* That an 
no respect for pet sons; but, before he Address be presented to the Prince Re- 
could allow any weight to this principle, gent, praying, that his Royal Highness 
he must see how it had been carried into would be graciously pleased to remit the 
effect. On a late occasion, a noble mar- ignominious punishment of the pilloiy, in- 
quis (Sligo), who had been condemned for eluded in the sentence passed upon lord 
seducing sailots from his Majesty's navy, Cochrane, in consequence of the mstin- 
had been sentenced to a fine, blight.consi- guished services of that noble lord.” 
del ing the wealth of the person, and u l,ord Nugenf, in seconding the ninlion. 
short imprisoilment. It might be said, said, that he felt it would be superQuous 
that the two ofiencea were not parallel, to add much to what had been so ably 
but certainly there was no kind of propor- urged by his noble friend. He felt, with 
tion between the crimes and the punish- his noble friend, the propriety of abstala¬ 
ment in the two cases. After a short pe- ing from the question which had been dc- 
riod of iropiisonment, the noble marquis cided by the House on a former evening, 
returned tb the world without any other and of confining the scope of this dtscus- 
diminutiop of bis honours than might arise sioti to the questioi}. whether the pillory 
from the vjew w’hich society took of bis was a proper punishment in any case, and 
conduot. But loid Cochrane was de* whether it was applicable to toe case re* 
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ferred to in tlw fflotion. In hn jodgoieot, 
it wa» iinponibley in considering the latter 
questi(Ni, to exclude the character of lord 
Cochrane. For it was the uniform prac¬ 
tice of the courts below to take into ac¬ 
count the character of the prisoners, in 
measuring the amount of the punishment. 
Why, then, should not that House pursue 
the oame course upon this occasion i The 
appeal in favour of lord Cochrane, did ! 
not appear in any whining shape of in¬ 
treaty, or in the mere assertion of the 
noble lord’s innocence by himsrlf, or 
others, but it rested upon the solid ground 
of high character, established by eminent 
services. For this character, indeed, the 
House had only to look to the brightest 
pages of our naval history, and there the 
services ot lord Cochrane would be •’-und 
among the most conspicuous. It was most 
Jamentabie to find the noble career of 
this gallant officer so cruelly stained; but 
still he trusted, that the fountain of mercy 
would recollect the claims which the noble 
lord had established upon the gratitude 
and favour of the country. Was there 
not, he would ask, notwithstanding what 
bad been urged on a former occasion by 
the noble Secretary, a material disparity 
between the case of lord Cochrane, and 
that of the other persons under sentence ? 
The dillereiice, indeed, appeared to him 
peculiarly striking in the distribution of 
puiiisliment. For instance, if a captain 
and a puvate were found guilty of a con¬ 
spiracy to defraud the company of its 
pay, the consequence would be, he pre¬ 
sumed, to have the soldier flogged; but he 
rather apprehended, that no such sentence 
would ever be pronounced upon the cap¬ 
tain. As to the punishment of the pillory, 
he conceived it highly exceptionable, and 
that It ought to be abolished, because it 
was, m fact, impossible for any court to 
regulate the measure of such a punish¬ 
ment. It might be to some, as it wa<4 
known, a mere matter of triumph; while, 
to others, it might prove, as it happened, 
tt punishment little short of death —a 
punishment, indeed, winch might consist 
6f savage torture, inflicted by the mob, 
although never intended by the law. It 
Was, m a word, a piinubment which 
inigiit turn out to be cruel and degrading, 
or the contrary, accoiding to circum¬ 
stances, wholiy independent of the con- 
troul, and pernaps out of the contempla¬ 
tion of the judge by whom the sentence 
pronounced* A punishment, then, 
of this extraordinary nature, ought not, be 
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nhmitlad, to be allowed to belong to oar 
code, fur he coaid not coheeive a caae to 
which it would be justly appUcable. As 
to the assertion, or insinaation, that it 
was meant by this motion to inculpate 
the judge by whom the sentence Was pro¬ 
nounced, he entirely disclaimed any such 
intention. The object of the nmtioo, was 
not to condemn the conduct of the judge, 
but to interest the mercy of the crows, 
and that upon the ground of lord Coch¬ 
rane's great public services# But, in ad¬ 
dition, he could not help thinking that 
considerable attention was due to the fact 
urged by lord Cochrane, that he had 
farther evidence to ofier in his vindioa- 
lion ; and also, to the noble lord’s solemn 
declaration of innocence in that House, 
upon which he so anxiously implored for 
enquiry. It was upon that ground, there¬ 
fore, that he felt himself warranted in 
thinking that the House was not justified In 
refusing an enquiry respecting lord Coch- 
lane’s case. With lord Cochrane per¬ 
sonally, be deciaied, that he never had 
the slightest acquaintance; but if ho even 
had—-were he even intimate with the 
noble lord, that intimacy should not in¬ 
fluence his judgment upon this case. Ail 
he had seen of the noble lord was in that 
House; and he had generally differed 
from the noble lord’s piopositions. But 
still, he observed, that although these pro¬ 
positions were not often discreet, they 
evidently proceeded ftom an ardenttnanly 
mind, and were always manfully sup¬ 
ported. Upon such a man, then, he could 
not agree to inflict an ignominious punish¬ 
ment ; and he really believed, that no one 
who beard him, could consult his heart, 
and say, that the punishment to which the 
motion referc«>d, was not totally inappli¬ 
cable to the case of lord Cochrane, 

The Solicitor General (Mr. Serjeant 
Shepherd) expressed his conviction, that 
both the noble mover and seconder wore 
actuated by the purest motives, that they 
were not influenced by any sinister or per¬ 
sonal consideration whatever, and that 
their only object was pub)jic jurttce and 
truth. For himself, too, he could most 
conscientiously declare, that he had no 
other object in view than the discharge 
of his duty as a member of parlia.ment; 
feeling himself wholly free from any ani¬ 
mosity against lord Cochrane; having 
; no prejudice whatever against that noble 
i lord, private, political, or otherwise. But;, 
: as to political prejudice, he could not help 
I expressing his astonifiimcnt that any po- 
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Ikkal pr^udice could bare been sup* 
posed to influence the proceedings re¬ 
specting lord Cochrane. He really felt 
it difficult to account for the existence of 
anch a supposition. In opposing the mo¬ 
tion before the House, be cordially con¬ 
curred with those who regretted that a 
person of lord Cochrane’s exalted birth 
and professional services^-tbat a member 
of that gallant profession which was gene¬ 
rally tlistinguished by a principle the re¬ 
verse, even among the most ignorant of 
every sordid feeling, should have been 
betrayed into the commission of an of¬ 
fence of the most sordid churacler—that 
the noble lord should have fallen so low from 
his high station. But he lamented to 
think that those circumstances, instead of 
pleading in extenuation of the noble lord’s 
delinquency, or entitling him to any pre¬ 
ference over the other individuals to 
whom that sentence applied, rather ope¬ 
rated in a diilerent direction For these 
high motives which ought to have acted 
upon the mind of the noble lord, and 
caved him from the degradation of guilt, 
could not be supposed in the same degree, 
at least, to aflect tiie consideratioit of his 
fellow prisoners. Theie were cases, no 
doubt, in which passion might be con¬ 
cerned to prompt delinquency; and in 
such cases, former service would justly 
plead in extenuation. But in the rase be¬ 
fore the House, the delinquencv was 
inatked by cold iniquity, by deliberate 
avarice, by spontaneous meanness. Here 
there was nothing of passiun—craft cha¬ 
racterized the whole proreeiiing^and 
what excuse, then, could he offered for 
such delinquency? — what claim to le¬ 
nity did it atiurd ?—^'I'be noble seconder 
of the motion hud urged, in support of the 
pretension to clemency towards lord Coch¬ 
rane a case which had, in fact, no analogy. I 
The noble lord had asked, whether a court 
martial in sentencing a captain and private, 
convicted of a conspiracy to defraud, 
would adjudge the same description of 

S unisbment to both—whether both would 
e condemno^to the halberts ?—He (Mr. 
Shepherd) would answer no—and why? 
because miiitiiry law had ordered it other¬ 
wise. But how would the law in our 
criminal judicature be administered to¬ 
wards n captain and a private convicted of 
frauds? Would the punishment of the cap¬ 
tain of sopertor intelligonre be mitigated, 
jsnd all the severity <>1 the law be visited 
upon the ignorant private to whom it was 
Cbe peculiar duty of the former tu shew 
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a good example, from his higher rank and 
better education ? And here he would 
ask the advocates of lord Cochrane—the 
professed advocates for the equal admit 
nislration of justice—whether they would 
desire, that the high in birth, the noble 
in rank, or the effluent in circiimstances, 
should commit that crime wtth compara¬ 
tive impunity, which should meet the 
utmost seventy of the law, wlien perpe¬ 
trated by the poor? He would also ask 
the advocates of lord Cochrane, whether, 
bearing in mind the case quoted by the 
noble seconder of the motion, they would 
have our courts of criminal jurisprudence 
governed by the principles of martial 
law? The whole of the circumstances 
pleaded in favour of lord Cociiranc, were, 
he had no hesitation in saying, preci.ely 
such as ought to produce a diilerent im¬ 
pression. This, however, he uiged with¬ 
out any reference to the mercy ol the 
crown, of which he could Know nothing. 
But, he felt fully persuaded, that lotd 
Cochrane had no hitter claim to that 
nictcy, tosay the least ol him, th.m the 
other.s connected with him. Although 
the motion claimed nitiry towards lord 
Cochrane, on the grcaiul unij, of his pro- 
fe.'sional servicts, he rcmaiked, that the 
noble lords l,y whom it w.is siippoitud, 
Imd thought proper in theii sperclies, to 
refer to other grounds of extenuation: first, 
with regard to the rule of court, so ollen 
alluded to; and secondly, with regard to 
evidence withheld upon the tria!. Si veral 
circumstances had also bieii adverted to, 
arising out of the noble lord’s speech in 
the court of Kiug’s-bcnch, and bis addresr. 
to that House, with a view, obviously, to 
induce a belief of lord Cochrane’s inno¬ 
cence. But, upon this point, he was sorry 
to be obliged to declare a diiectly opposite 
impression. He, indeed, felt it his duty 
to make this declaration, as a member of 
parliament, which declaration he should 
make were he merely a member of that 
House, without being, in any degree, an 
officer connected with the government, or 
the administration of the law. Having 
read, and attentively examined the report 
of the tiial, including the evidence, the 
address of the counsel on both sides, and 
the charge of the judge, ho declared be¬ 
fore Qod and the coumry,iio .shoold have 
lilt himself bound, were he on the jury, 
to find lord Cochrane guilty, were that 
noble lord hi.s own brovlier. In looking 
at all the circuiiisiances of the case, he 
was ruelly tutouivhed at the existence or 
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expression of any doubt upon the subject, bad not icu'd Cochrane been himself 
When it was found from the evidence, plicated in the transaction ? His surprise, 
that De Berenger, of whose identity, as indeed, was, that any man in the habit of 
Du Bourg, no one could possibly entertain examining probabilities, could, in viewing 
a doubt, had, upon hi> arrival fiom Dover, every part of the case, find any justifica- 
gone directly to the house of lord Coch- tion or excuse for doubt, as to the guilt of 
rane, clothed in the very coat of his im> lord Cochrane.—With respect to the noble 
position, in winch coat the noble lord, lord’s address to that House, it involved, as 
had he been there at the time, must have had bten before justly observed, rather an 
seen the impostor; it could not be pre> attempt to rnminate the court by which be 
somed, that De Berenger would have gone was tried, than to vindicate himself. Nay, 
there so dressed, if lord Cothrane had not snore, if that address were attended to, a 
been aware of his purpose. Was it ere- most formidable conspiracy, indeed, exist* 
dibie, that De Berenger would have gone ed against the noble loid, of which con* 
to lord Cochrane’s house without an un- spiracy the judge and the jury were, coii- 
deritandmg—without being conscious and contrary to their solemn oallis—.contrary 
certain, that the noble lord was apprised to oaths quite as solemn, and he presumed, 
of the transaction in which he bad just as credible to the noble lord’s own voiun- 
been engaged? Indeed, it lie vicie not tary affidavit—weie the prominent mrni- 
so conscious, lord Cochrane’s house was beis. But the noble lord’s statement 
one of (lie last places to which he would would extend to conspiracies much lur- 
Itave gone, imiticnlaiiy in the garb tluT. I'or it rcemed, tiuly, that not onl)' 
ninth lie woie, accorcfmi'-to the ovideiiie. wcie tho judge and jury partial, but the 
And, here he had to noi*«i'e a most iiu- noble loiJ had not been well defended, 
portant tait in the evideiuo ol tlie hade- Ills lOiniv I bad neglected his case. Non, 
iicy«coarhnnn. This vvitnes’, in liis ext- lit (Mr. Sin plierd) could no*, he confess- 
umuitioii 111 chief, depoicd to the uloiitily ed, toibear expicssing h's S'lrj rI^e at this 
ot De IJerengei ; and it vi'as ihiougli mere cxiraeNimaiy thaige, psilit ularly when 
accident, in the subsetjueul eximination, he lot l.«d at the names of the counsef 
that anV etiderire was ob'stiled Irom him who at.led fir the noble loid, wdiom ho 
as to tlie nature ol De I’s. diess. Lnew to be some of the mist able and 

Being asked, IS bethel he could undvi take emiiriit m the piofession ; and among 
to recidlect eveiy pci son who got into lus whom was one, at least, it was impOMible 
coach,.lit* answered “ No,” bii* tbaltbe leil to suspect of any relaxation of itioit Imm 
coat which Berenger woie, diew his at- the influ'nee ol jiaiiy spirit, agantsl the 
teiition, and made an mipression upon lus noble lord [alluclmg to Mr. Brougham}; 
memory. Thus, ibis answer, coming na' %\as it credible, ilun, that such distiu- 
turally and unartifinally fiom the witinss, guished men would abstain from any exei- 
lltid all the eharacteiislics of truth about tion, oragtec to stultify tiiemsclves, wilU 
it. Then, willn loid Cochrane found Da a view to prejudice the case of the noble 
Berenger at bis house, was an V thing me te loid? Who vieie the atlorniea of the 
natural, than that lie should havi dceniecl ' noble* loid, iu* had onlv learned withai a 
his appearance suspicious, and asked, had few days, and he i.imself knew them to be 
lie himself been innocent, what he (J)e two as respectable men as belonged to the 
Berenger) had bien about? But the lac t piolession, or to any other prolession wbat- 
was, that, had not lord Cociirane bieri ever. By tlK'»e gentlemen, who, be it 
guilty. De Berenger would never have temembered, did not act loi any of the 
attempted to put himself under Ins loid- others accused, but for bud Coebraoo 
ship's protection; not would he have so- solely; the noble loid’s bru • was drawn up 
licited a place of itfugO on board lord acroiding to the msiruct'^s they had re- 
Cochrdhe’s own ship. De Berenger also, ceived, and nothing could be more im- 
as it appeared from lord Cochiaiie’s own probable, than that such agents would 
affidavit, soiieitticl a hat from the noble loid draw up this or any brief carelessly. It 
to put on in place of his seal skin cap; and was notorious, that the atnaost cotib fence, 
hfie, he would ask, was not the learned prevaile 1 beHveen the counsel, the attor- 
judge’s comment peifectly just, that the nej*, an< the client. Therofoie, whatibe 
noble lord, seeing l)e Berenger so allcied, attorney stated to the counsel, in this case, 
should have questioned him as to what be he could not know ; nor would be know 
bad been about; and would not every ren- it if he could. Indeed, if all the briefs 
■onabie man think that a probable qutWob, and confidential statements upon the sub- 

(VOL.XXVm.) (SD) 
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ject, hfid been laid on his table, he wonld 
not look into them; on the contrary, he | 
would fling them av»ay, for he never could 
persuade hiniscir to invade professional 
confidence. Jhit this, without any such 
invasion, he could state as a positive fact, 
that ail the instructions upon which the 
biirf was drawn up, were received from 
lord Cochrane himself; and that the brief, 
aftci It was drawn up, together with the 
fitatements ol the witnesses by which it 
was proposed to sustain it, were read ovci 
•by the noble lord, by whose suggestion 
a correction was made in it. Yet this 
noble lord, in the court of King’s-benefa, 
but esnecially in that House, had spoken 
in a high tone of confidence, that he tiuly 
bad given no instructions to his lawyers— 
that he liad never read his brief—nay, 
that he had been totally careless about the 
conduct of his defence, so much, indeed, 
did he rely upon the consciousness of his 
innocence! Whether the House would, 
under ail the circumstances of the case, 
deem it projier to exercise its prerogative 
of mercy towards the prisoner, he was 
not prepared to say; but he deprecated 
the idea of calling upon that House to iii> 
terfere with the exercise of that preroga¬ 
tive. Whether the conduct and statement 
of the prisoner, or his professional ser- 
•vices—which, by the way, had been very 
well rewarded—were such, as to entitle the 
noble lord to the peculiar interposition of 
that House in his favour; or whether he 
had not fallen much lower, in conseipience 
of these considerations, were questions 
which he could have no difficulty in de¬ 
ciding. Then, as to the pillory, if it were 
desirable to abolish that species of punish¬ 
ment altogether, as the two noble loids 
on the'other side contended, let that abo¬ 
lition be decided by parliament. But it, 
must he recollected, that the acquiescence 
of another assembly, as well as that of the 
House he iiad the honour to address, was | 
essential to that decree. Such a decree | 
could not be concluded by that House 
alone, and be had a very strong objection 
to any interference of the House with 
that jurisdiction, which had, in the case 
under consideration, only exercised its le- 
^gHimato authority, in ordering a punish¬ 
ment, which, from the earliest times, the I 
law had anniwcd to the crime of conspi- * 
racy, of which the subject of the motion 
had been convicted. 

As to the observations made upon the 
rule of court, of which lord Cochrane 
complained, the fact was, that the rule, hi 
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no degree, stood in the way of the noble 
lord’s vindication ; on the contrary, he 
was, upon the day he was brought up for 
judgment, aflbrded all the opportunity he 
could desire, of stating the grounds upon 
which he demanded a new trial, and he 
was heard with the utfnost attention by 
the court, from which he received this 
rational answer“ You have stated no 
gioundv, upon which, consistently with 
the practice of the court, or the principles 
of justice, w'e can adjudge a new trial.” 
And this, surely, was a just answer; for, 
upon what principle should any person 
be allowed to avail himself of after 
thoughts, as to the production, or exami¬ 
nation of witnesses, whom he had it in his 
power to produce and examine on the 
trial ? If. indeed, such a practice were al¬ 
lowed, the consequences would be ob¬ 
vious. The accused might intentionally 
withhold testimony on his trial, with a 
view to make an experiment as to the 
evidence for the prosecution; and then, 
if he failed, he might come forward to try 
his hand again. In fact, if such a prac¬ 
tice were tolerated, no one could say, 
where, it would end, or to what mischiefs it 
might lead. But to return to the rule of 
court—he repeated his opinion, that it, in 
no degree, operated against the noble 
lord; and, therefore, that rule, whicit he 
was by no means prepared to admit, 
was not founded in wisdom, although he 
did not, on the present occasion, think it 
necessary to argue its merits, could torm 
no reasonable giound of complaint on the 
part of lord Cochiane. 

The learned gentleman repeated bis ob¬ 
jection to any interference of the House 
with the prerogative, or, what he called, 
the jurisdiction of the crown, in the exer¬ 
cise of mercy. Such an interference, in¬ 
deed, he could not deem wise, or, he 
would even add, constitutional. Those 
who had the peculiar privilege of advising 
the crown, would, no doubt, take into 
consideration all the circumstances which 
could make in favour of lord Cochrane, 
and the other prisoners; and, be had no 
idea, or wish, that any observations he 
had felt it bis duty, as a member of par¬ 
liament to address to the House on this 
occasion, should operate against the ex¬ 
tension of mercy to the noble lord. ^ His 
object was, to deprecate the interposition 
of that House upon the subject, in the 
shape of an address to the crown; and 
with that view, he had endeavoured to 
lihew, that even if such interposition wore 
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frequent, the case of lord Cochrane was 
by no means deserving of it; particularly 
considering the conduct of that noble 
lord in his attempts to criminate the 
whole administration of our public justice 
~-lo fix the charge of perjury upon those, 
whose oaths ot office were, at least, enti* 
tied to as much credit as the noble lord's 
voluntary affidavit oi statement, nhich 
had, in fact, been completely falsified in 
all Its material points. The learned gen¬ 
tleman concluded, witii expns&ing his 
opinion, that no argument wiiaiever had 
been adduced to suatain the motion ; and, 
therefore, he must give it his solemn dis¬ 
sent. 

Mr. Barham was of opinion enliiely 
different from the learned gentleman who 
had just sat down, and he would e.vpi ess 
that opinion as decisively, thniigli not so 
loudly, as the learned gentleman had 
clone. He fell convinced, that this was a 
fit opportuuiiy for the House to iiUcifeie 
in behalf of lord Cochrane, a part of 
svliose punishment did not seem to be 
called for. He, too, had read the lepoit 
ni the tiial, and the csideuce, witii all 
possible attention; and be declared it to 
be Ins film coiivtrlton, that loid Coch¬ 
rane was peitecily innocent. It had not 
been fully pioved, at least, to his nnnd, 
that Iteicnger had gone to the bouse of 
In, loid&liip with his piiiiiy, or, that lie 
was expected ihete; and lltc way in 
which this was alteuipied to be proitd 
was unsalibfactoiy. He thought it was 
not pioved, that lord ('orhraiie had seen 
him, or would have seen him, in the dress 
which lie was stated to have worn as He 
llourg. Satisfied that he was not guilty, 
he, though never before acquainted with 
lord Cochrane, had, after reading the trial, 
introduced himself, to infoiin his lordslnp, 
that he was eonvlnced of his innocence; 
and to ask, if he had any objection to ex¬ 
plain one or two points, which appeared, 
in some degree, doubtful. His lordship 
had said, the greatest favour any one 
could do him, was to give him an oppor¬ 
tunity of explaining what might appear 
to him of a doublfuTnature. It was under 
such circumstances, that he had contract¬ 
ed an intimacy with lord Cochrane, wipcii 
would continue as long as be lived. He 
wished that part of the motion to be 
omitted, which prayed that the punish¬ 
ment of lord Cochrane, by the pillory, 
might be remitted, in consideration of 
his past services." He wished the motion 
to pray, that that part of the sentence 
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might not be carried into execution, with¬ 
out stating on what grounds their prayer 
was founded. The hon. member conclud¬ 
ed, ivitb proposing an amendment, omit¬ 
ting the last sentence of the motion ; for 
gentlemen might vote for the motion on 
different grounds; soineV because they 
thought lord Cochrane innocent; others, 
because they thought his case was doubt¬ 
ful, and not fully examined ; and others, 
in consideiation of the noble lord’s pro¬ 
fessional set vices. 

Mr. WioHaley observed, that the noble 
seconder of the motion had s.)id, that 
those who, on a former nighi, had felt any 
doubt of the guilt of lord Cochrane, were 
bound to vote for the Address. He was 
of a different opinion; and begged to 
state, what were the reasons which in¬ 
fluenced Ins vote, on the occasion alluded 
to, and why he should, that night, oppose 
the motion be foie tlu-iii. Lord Coilirane, 
in the statement lie made in that House, 
had asserted, that the judge, in summing 
up, had given that to the juiy, as proved 
in evidence, of which no proof had been 
given; namely, that l)e Ifeiengcr had 
gone to him, iilaxoned in the costume of 
his Clime. Had it tutned out that the 
judge, in summing up, had made any 
niateiial inis-st,itenient, this was a circum- 
st.iiKe winch would have had great weight 
wulimaii^. He h.id since lead the trial 
with as much aiteiition as he could read 
any thing, and the dUcl of it on him w^s 
to ic-establish that conviction, wrhich be 
hnd at fust had of lord Cot hraiie's guilt. 
Du Bircngei had been traced from Hart¬ 
ford 111 the costume of his crime. Every 
witness had spoke to the star, &c. which 
he wore till he arrived in London. The 
watertnaii who saw' h vu into thu coach 
did not mentron the star, but he staled bis 
coat to have been red ; and Crane, the 
backney-cnachm'iii, had most distinctly 
sworn to its having been of that colour. 
Now, if it was not asseited by these wit¬ 
nesses, that they saw the star and order, 
sworn to by others, as they had given 
evidence to the colour of his coat being 
red, be thought it of little importance 
that they had not mentioned the star, &:c. 
and considered lord Cochrane to have 
greatly overstated the conduct of lord El- 
lenborough, in his description of that nu- 
ble lord’s summing up. Here he read 
part of lord EUenborougb^s addiess to the 
jury; from wbicbaJilllpearetl that he had 
said, " \f they b^ered ho had gone to 
lord Cochrane’s in the dress, and with tiia 
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insignia deRrrib<>d, they must find his 
ioidship guilty ; but on this, lie added, it 
was for them to form ilicir own jndg- 
picnuV Ilf. thought the colour of hi& 
coat having I Ini'. bf.en proved to be red, 
jostifird his lotdship in the direction which 
lie had given the juiy ; and, for hiin'ielf, 
after giving the evidence the most atten* 
tire peiHsnl, he was sorry to say it, but, 
wi'h the Solicitor fJeneral, lie must de¬ 
clare that, had lie ticeii on the jury, he 
could have given no other verdict than 
guilty. With respect to the motion be¬ 
fore them, he certainly lliought the pre¬ 
sent was nut a case in which that House 
was called upon to iiiterfeie, and should 
therefore voU* agahisl it. 

Lord Arduhald HnmiUon, from his know¬ 
ledge of lord iJochraiio, was much disposed 
to believe him totall3’'iiiiioceiit. Itwas possi- 
ble for ull those circirnst nu-es to Imve occur¬ 
red, which had lieeii biaud to heir against 
lord Cochrane, without hts being guilty. 
It he could belli VC the inble hn-d rapabit 
of making the statements be bad made, 
knowing tlieiu to be false, iiom the evi¬ 
dence given on the trial, he should, in 
that case, consider him guilty of tlie of¬ 
fence of which he had been convicted; 
but, not believing bun capable of smh 
falsehood, he must come to a very dif¬ 
ferent conclusion. He declared, * that the 
impiessioii of lord Cochrane’s innocence, 
which he had originallv conceived, still 
remained upon his mind ; and it was im- 
iluubtedly iii'lu to lean to the side of in- 
siocenee, where guilt was not eKtahlishcd. 
He cuiilJ rc''pi-et the opinion of those 
gentleinfn, who ibought the lecord of the 
conviction se'licieiit, though he did not 
agree with tin m. He thuiiglit it W'as pos¬ 
sible, that all the circumstiinces, staled by 
the ^’ol^citor (ieiier.il, might have been 
true, and niiglit have been proved in evi^ 
dence, and vet that lord Cochrane might 
have been inii'icent. The main fact, that 
lord Cochrane saw T)e Berenger in the 
10(1 ilrcsJ, was not establisiitd by any wit¬ 
ness. iliul evidence been adduced on 
tliat point, the fact wouh! have been con- 
riusivc ol Ids lordship's guilt; but when 
this was not the case, he thought doahts 
ijkight ve.ry biuly be rnlertained. He did 
tlAt mean to vote for the motion, either on 
accoant of the severity of the punishment, 
Ol because lord C.ochrane’s services had 
been hoirourable to his country. He con. 
ceived, he would do an act of injustice to 
the noble lord, if he did not state that his 
vote proceeded from a conviction that he 
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was an innocent man. That conviction 
arose from his knowledge of lord Coch¬ 
rane, from thewsseitions be had made in 
that Plouse, and from the affidavits he had 
published to the world. If he thought 
his lordship capable of asserting false¬ 
hoods in the face of the House, he could 
easily believe him guilty of the offences 
with which be was charged; but, as he 
considered him incapable of such a pro¬ 
ceeding, he would neither do him the in- 
jo.siice of giving a silent vote, nor of sup. 
porting the motion on any other ground, 
than from a strong sentiment that he was 
innoci nt. Much stress had been laid on 
the mere circumstance of De Berengcr's 
having proceeded to the house of lord 
Cochrane; but, if he really wished logo 
to America, there was nothing either ex¬ 
traordinary or unnatural in his waiting on 
his lordship, when tic arrived in Loiirlou. 
The noble lord had thougiit fit to disciami 
any degree of indulgence, on account ol 
his foimer sei vices ; admitting, that, if lie 
were guilt}’, the puni.sliment wai, by no 
means, loo .severe. He, however, consi- 
derevl the .sentence as extremely harsh, 
with reference to the. person, with rt fer- 
encp to the ofionce, and with icferenie to 
jirecedeiits, which had occuired before 
the same noble judge, who tried lord 
Cochiaiie. He should iiol, he repeated, 
insist on i.ord (’ochiane's former services, 
nor on the undue seventy of the sentence; 
the ground which be took, and which he 
felt due, both to his own conviction, and 
lord Cochrane's character, was the total 
innocence of his lordship. 

Mr. M. A. Toylor expressed his regret, 
that a question, which had been decided 
by a jury, should be brought under the 
cognizance of that House; because, he 
was convinced, that was not the place in 
which the merits of a proceeding of the 
kind could, with propiiety, be tried. In a 
court oi justice alone could such a question 
be decided. It was extremely unpleasaat 
to Ins feelings, to be obliged, in conse¬ 
quence of this motion, to give a vote 
against the noble lord, who had performed 
so many glorious deeds in tho service of 
his country. But, when a motion like the 
present was submitted to tbeir considera¬ 
tion, every man wbo was anxious that the 
powers of parliament should not be ex¬ 
tended beyond their just bounds, must 
stand forward, and oppose, it. The verdict 
of the jury was, in his mind, a most satis- 
.^actory ground for their proceeding; and 
if those who thought otherwise would con- 
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cider a rut1e> they would find, that a de< 
partiire fiom thh known and established 
principle, would plunge the House into a 
labyriiiih of difficulty. The fact was, that 
the idea of the pillory, in the present in- 
fctanre, was grating to the foelingsof every 
roan in the country. 11c meant not, how¬ 
ever, to say, that the judges acted unwisely 
or iiiipiopeily in making it a part of the 
penience ; because he could not conceive 
that any, save the best motives, could in¬ 
fluence four learned mtu against whom no 
imputation had ever been levelled, sluing 
in judgment on the uaiuie and extent of 
an ofienre against the laws. lie, as an 
individual, certainly considered the sen¬ 
tence as too severe^ and he thought, on the 
gtoend of lord Cochrane’s formijr services, 
the disgtaceful part luiglit he renmted; 
hut pull he was of opinion, that this House 
c uld not act by Address, It was the 
duly of minister!:, if tiny conceived the 
puiiislimcnt more than equal fo the crime, 
to recommend the noble loid’sease to the 
cimvn. The best and safist svay appealed 
to him to be, to Icav^e the preiogative ot 
mercy unrmdcsted, where the eoivtiuilion 
had placed it, and not to attempt any inter- 
iereiire vshatevtr. He must iheiefore, 
oppoft the niolioD. 

Mr. Wi/ntt said, if they iub'cribrd to the 
doctrine of his liMrued i'land, there would 
be, at once, an abandonment of thcirfiest 
rights, privileges, and immunities, lies 
leal tied friend had said, that it was better 
to le.ive the pierogaiive of mercy just 
wliete the constitution had placed it; and 
he seemed to think it would be a violation 
of the comtitution to interfere with it. 
Mow, he denied that iheie was any pre¬ 
rogative of the crown, whii h that Iluuse 
had not a tight to interfere with, so far as 
to give advice with respect to the way in 
which It ought to he adniinisteied. Mot 
only did the House give advice in the 
two cases cited by his noble friend, but 
ia many others. He did not rnesn to say, 
that the House were not hound to exa¬ 
mine liie paiticular case helore them, and 
evtry other in svhicb their interference 
was called for; but he could not allow 
that they should sit down shorn of one of 
their greatest privileges. It was as much 
their duty, if they thought the punishment 
undeserved, to come forward and address 
the crown on the subject, as it was that of 
the ministeis of state. They were the 
great council of the nation; ministers were 
merely the council of the Prince. With 
respect to the case of lord Cochrane,-be, 
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from the beginning, considered the evi¬ 
dence as sufficient to warrant the convic¬ 
tion ; and* he bad beard nothing in the 
whole course of the business, that could 
induce him to alter bis opitiinti. Some of 
those who doubted the guilt of lord Coch¬ 
rane, observed, that De Berenger might 
have been dressed in red, when he took 
roach at Dditford, and tbat,in the carriage, 
he might have put on the sharpshooter's 
green uniform; but this presumption was 
entirely done away, by the evidence of 
the coachman who put him down at lord 
Cochrane’s bouse. But supposing the 
fact to be the other way, why should De 
Berenger have taken clothes with him, in 
which he could not appear in London ? 
And why did he proceed, in his altered 
dress, to lord Cochtane’s ? There were 
many cases, in which the House would 
have a light to examine the tecord of con¬ 
viction, and even to reveise the judgment: 
such were those of Russell and Sidney. 
But the present did not appear to him to 
he a case of that description. Having no 
doubt of lord Cochrane’s guilt, and yet 
wishing to alleviate the sentence —which 
he admitted to be very severe—, be would 
not, by voting for the amendment, endea¬ 
vour to obtain a declaration from that 
House, which would seem, by condemning 
the sentence as a bad one, to inculpate the 
judges who pronounced it. He thought 
the past services of lord Cochrane alibided 
a siifficicut ground on which the House 
might advise the crown to remit the igno¬ 
minious pa.t of the punishment. And, 
even if the other persons concerned were 
obliged to stand in the pillory, and lord 
Cochrane were absolved fiom that part of 
the sentence, he thought his lordship’s 
name being struck out of the list of naval 
commanders, and the order of the Bath 
being taken from him, placed him, with 
respect to punisiimenl, on a level with the 
parties who should undergo the whole of 
file sentence. As to the observation made 
by the Solicitor-fieneral, that the rank or 
services of a party ought not to procure 
him any leiiiissionof punishment, it ought 
not to he forgotten, that even the law 
made a tlifierencu in the punishment 
awarded for the ciime of treason, to a 
peer and to a commoner; and not long 
since, a captain in the navy, who was sen¬ 
tenced to the pillory for a fraud, was ab¬ 
solved from that ignominious punishment, 
on account of his services. He ihougbr, 
when the rewards which lord Cochrane’s 
former services had gained, were taken 
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•way Troin him, that it was not iair he 
ehoutd be told that those services were 
laritten in sand, and that all remembrance 
of them was huned in the magnitude of 
bis crime. His learned friend, the Soli* 
citor^Cienerabhad argued,that the achieve¬ 
ments he had performed, were aggrava¬ 
tions of his oflfence. Now, he was aware, 
that great services and elevated rank were 
incentives to virtuous and honourable con¬ 
duct—but, if a man, high in rank, and who 
had performed praiseworthy aebieventents, 
became guilty of a base action, he could 
not conceive how his former services ag¬ 
gravated his )>resent crime. He should 
Tote for the original motion; but, if his 
Majesty’s ministeis intended to oppose it, 
be suggested the propriety of doing so, by 
moving the previous question, instead of 
meeting it with a direct negative. 

Mr. M. A. Taylor explained, that ho 
had not meant to deny the right of the 
House to interfere in a case like the pre¬ 
sent ; he only ooptended, that it was nei¬ 
ther usual nor expedient. 

Mr. Wynn insisted, that he had quoted 
the learned gentleman’s words accurately. 

Mr. Hurst denied that the motion now 
before the House interfered, in the smallest 
degree, with the royal prerogative. It 
merely pledged the House to address the 
Prince Regent, for the purpose of procur¬ 
ing pardon or remission of the ignominious 
part of lord Cochrane’s sentence. He 
thought the observations of the Solicitor- 
General went to aggravate the case most 
unnecessarily, and were a little too violent. 
Kut, whatever the learned gentleman’s 
view of the subject might be, the public 
feeling was pronounced strongly against 
the infliction of the pillory on lord Coch¬ 
rane—-a punishment, which every rank of 
society seemed to think ought to have 
been spared. He would not utter any ex¬ 
pression, in the slightest degree, disrespect- 
nil to the judges ; he reverenced them ; 
still, however, they were but men, and 
might have gone beyond what the occa¬ 
sion called for. Now, if the public and 
the House felt that they bad done so, it 
was their doty to exercise the functions 
with which the constitution vested them, 
for the purpose of rectifying the error. 
One of tho«e functions enabled them, 
where a sentence was not commensnrate 
with the crime, to call upon the crown to 
extend its prerogative of mercy to the 
person convicted; and this was a case 
in which, he thought they ought to indulge 
the public feeling, by an address to the 
throne. 
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Lord Castlereagh deprecated the inter¬ 
ference of the House with the administra¬ 
tion of justice in courts of law, or with the 
exercise of the prerogative of the crown, 
in the extension of mercy. On this ground, 
he felt strongly the impropriety of the 
present motion. In periods of our history, 
when the courts of law were more in the 
power of the crown, it was proper for the 
House of Commons to intorlere with its 
advice and authority, in cases wheie the 
law had been wrested to purpo-ses of in¬ 
justice. But we had every motive in the 
present day not to bring into doubt the 
pure unbiassed admim^tration of the law, 
or to throw an unmerited ami ilaiigerous 
aspersion on the most revered chai acters 
I in the cogntr^'. It was imjiossible, conli- 
; nued the noble lord, for any person, who 
had carefully investigated all the cir- 
I cumstances of the trial, to doubt the pro- 
I priety either of the conviction or the pu- 
I iiishincnt. However painful it might be 
to him, in contiideniig the aitualion to 
I which the noble lord was rediieed, yet, 
he felt considerable relief in reflecting, 
that the affidavit to which the noble lord 
had alluded in the couise of that solemn 
declaration of his innocence, which he 
had made in that House, had been fully 
before the jury and the coiiit in a maiuiur 
peculiarly favourable to his Inrd'ihip. It 
wa% produced on the pait of the prosecu¬ 
tion; and the judge, in his charge to the 
jury, had distinctly told them, that, if they 
believed that affidavit, they must acquit 
him. Vor hi.s own part, be must own, 
that he could not enter into the principle 
which it was attempted to establish that 
night. He was not, indeed, prepared to 
say, that as far as the case personally af¬ 
fected lord Cochrane, it was not a must 
rigorous and painful one; because it was 
natural to wish, that an individual who had 
performed such splendid services to his 
country, should have carefully abstained 
from any crime that could render him 
the object of a punishment of that nature. 
But, he could not admit the doctrine which 
went to establish privileged orders, as it 
were, in the country, with regard to the 
punishment for crimes, upon a principle of 
aristocracy most dangerous and unwise, 
that those artiflcial ranks, which ought to 
have the eflect of elevating the mind above 
the commission of such base and disho¬ 
nourable practices, should be converted 
into a claim to secure the individuals from 
the punishment they had incurred; and 
which would be inflicted upon inferior of* 
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fenders. To argue the present case upon 
any reference to the practice of the army 
ana navy, where officers received a pu¬ 
nishment different from that uF the com¬ 
mon men, and to apply that practice to a 
totally different system of jurisprudence-— 
a system, whose pride and glory it was to 
know no distinction of persons, and where 
every individual was alike tried by his 
peers—was a mode of proceeding which 
lie could not but consider as inconsistent 
and nugatory. He had already stated, 
that it was painful to contemplate the no¬ 
ble lord in the situation to which ho had 
reduced himself; but it would, indeed, 
be dangerous to admit as a general prin¬ 
ciple, that either his rank in life, or his 
professional services, ought to operate as an 
indemnity to him in the (omniission of a 
crime, that had called down the judg- | 
nient of the law. He had no doubt, that 
the revered judge who tried the cause, was 
deeply tinpressed with the importance of 
making it known to the country in what 
light the law contemplated the malignity 
of the crime, what its tiue character was, 
and what the nature of the punishment be¬ 
longing to II. This was the more neces¬ 
sary also, because tlierc had been a most 
cxiraordinary attempt out of doors to con¬ 
found the real qualities of the offence, as 
jf no crime in reality had been commit¬ 
ted, but only an allowable exercise of in¬ 
genuity, in playing off a trick against the 
block hxchange. Even the hon. baronet 
opposite, from whose habits, cdocatioii, 
and general sentiments, he should have 
expected a different line of conduct, had, 
on a former evening, spoken with a degree 
of tenderness, which he did not think be¬ 
longed to the offence. With regard to 
one part of the punishment, he appre- 
hemded, they were not to discuss the 
abstract question, as to the fitness, o 
otheiwise, of tlie pillory ; that was a 
matter for parliament to determine in 
another way, by revising the law, as it 
now stood, if they thought it proper to do 
to ; it was enough fur them to know, that 
the punishment was such as the law had 
pronounced againstinfamous offences; and 
as long as it continued a part of the law 
of the land, the judges, in applying it, had 
uphold the public morality of the country, 
and had protected the country from a 
species of fraud, which, if suffered to be 
perpetrated, under the impiession, that it 
was beyond the cognisance of the law, 
would subvert all the security of property 
throughout the empire, and all our noiious 
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of public honour and integrity. It waa 
another thing to consider what should ba 
done under all the circumstances of the 
case. The law had done its doty, the 
judges had done their duty, and it was for 
the crown to determine what line it would 
pursue in the exercise of its own preroga¬ 
tive. No satisfactory ground bad been 
laid for the interference of parliament; 
and he should, therefore, feel it hU duty to 
resist the motion. Hu would add, how¬ 
ever, that he had no difficulty in stating, 
that the crown bad taken steps to inter¬ 
pose its mercy with respect to tho infa¬ 
mous part of the punishment, not only as 
far as it related to lord Cochrane, but to 
all the other parties. The ground upon 
which the crown had been advised to 
adopt this course, did not arise from the 
slightest doubt of the propriety of the 
conviction, nor the slightest doubt as to the 
integrity of the judges; but because it waa 
satisfied the crime was so little known to 
Eogiishnitn, was of a nature so repugnant 
to the national character, and, above ail, to 
persons moving in the sphere in which the 
noble lord did, that it might safely remit 
the ignominious part of the punishment. 
The object of all punishment was, not 
personal retribution, but to operate as an 
example, and prevent tlie extension of 
crimes; and the crown flattered itself that 
it might, in this instance, extend its mercy, 
not on the ground of any claim recog¬ 
nised in the paities who were the objects 
of that mercy, but because of the infre¬ 
quency of the crime, and in the hope that 
the conviction and sentence, though not 
fully carried into efiect, would deter others 
from the repetition of it. He thought it 
right to state this view of the question it¬ 
self, and of the motives from which the 
crown acted, in order that no perverted 
interpretation might be put upon the ex¬ 
ercise of its mercy. ' 

Sir Frawis liurdcti said, that be had 
otlered his sentiments so much at length on 
a former night, when the question of lord 
Cochrane’s innocence was under their con¬ 
sideration, that it would ill-becomo him 
again to trespass on the attention of the 
House; nor should he, indeed, have risen 
at all but for some things which had 
dropped n the course of the present 
debate. The intimation of the noble 
lord, if it bad been given earlier, would 
have saved that House the trouble of 
listening to a long discussion. There 
were many waya in which the question 
might be considered, as affecting the feel- 
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ings of the people at large, as aiFecting j 
the public justice of the country, and, as 
affectiug the noble lord himself, whose 
case was under consideration. He con¬ 
fessed, indeed, that as far as the noble 
lord was concerned, the tuntioti was a 
matter of periert aiditVercnce ; ho relied 
wholly upon the consciousness of his m- 
tiucence, and valued his character far more 
than any ignominious punishment which 
could be itiAicted. But, as it afiected the 
feelings uf the country, and the feelings 
of that profession to vt hicti the noble lord 
was an honour, he should certainly have 
aupported the motion, had not ihc decla¬ 
ration, which the noble ioid had just made, 
tendered it tinncrcssary to press it. Some 
remarks, however, had he«n made, and 
particularly by the Sulicilor-tiencral, 
winch had a tendency to shake that la- 
routable ludgmiut with respeit to the in¬ 
nocence of loid Coihrane. which some 
members hid iormed on a preceding 
evening, lie ’.new the caiuloi r and gen¬ 
tlemanly feeling which belonged to that 
learned and hoii. genlieinan, }(t he could 
not help thinking, that he (sir F. Bmdett) 
had some reason to rnnipI..iuof the course 
he had adopted that evening. lie was 
disposed to legard him with every sort of 
respect; but siili, as Solicitor-General, he 
could not regard him o.\aclly in the sime 
light as any other independent tnimber of 
the House; because, from his very situa¬ 
tion, he could not be wholly free from a 
bias or inclination to suppoitthe measures 
of administration, lie sat in that House, 
in some measure, as a judge ; but he had 
indulged himself in giving evidonec* into 
which the House had no oppoitunity oi 
enquiimg. He had aAirmed, that lord 
Cochrane's stuieraeiit, as delivered before 
that House, was incorrect, and especially 
that part of it which declared that the 
noble lord, conscious uf his innocence, 
bad used no endeavours to prepare for his 
defence. He (sir F. Burdett) had always 
considered the noble lord as going into 
court as pre-judged in the mind of eve*y 
man, from what bad transpired previously 
to thetiul? even his couasel seemed to 
be under the inflaenci* of the same fethiig, 
as they certamly did not defend him with 
that ability which they might have ex¬ 
erted. Their defence was undoubtedly 
not so poweiful as that employed by the 
noble lord himself when lie rocvcd l'>y a 
now trial; if they might judge from (he 
effect pniduced by it on the public rairtu’. 
With respect to 'the brief, wiraU luid 
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Cochrane affirmed be bad not read, and 
which it was now stated he had, be 
(sir F. Burdett) did not positively know 
that the noble lord had read the brief; 
but he could believe the fact might be so, 
and yet that he was ignorant of its con¬ 
tents. He, who knew tlie noble lord well, 
had no doubt that, at the time he waj 
reading the brief, his head was dreaming 
or Scheming over the plans which with¬ 
drew his attention from the subject. lie 
would state to the House why he thought 
so : the copy of the brief slated, that ])u 
Berenger wore a red coat; luid Cochrane, 
in his affidavit, had declared that he wore 
a green coat; and it was impossible, li 
his mind had been intent upon the inattei 
of the brief, that he could have allowed 
such a contradiction to remain. It was 
known aKo, that briefs and all legal in¬ 
struments w'erc drawn np in such a man¬ 
ner, that pei-ons possessing a much mure 
pciiciratiug mind than he (sir 1’. BuiiUti) 
did, had often sigiud suv h iiistiutiiuiii 
without knowing wli.it lheirn„ljic was. 
except so tar as ihey icccivtd an accoinr 
from the attotnies cmphiyiJ, Aiiotlie. 
hull, member had .saul, th.il lord Coch. uie 
had given an eir./ncoui account, hi s-uy .rg. 
that the judge made an uid i. clitiice t» 
the jury, in declaiiug that larcngt. 
uppc.iied bcfuie him i.i his ht coat, 
star, ribbon, &c.; bt ca'.sc it now appeared, 
from another account ui the lual, ihul . 
very iinpoilani w.nd was itdroJurcd, tli* 
Hoid“(/;” he ktttw, inJeid, tiiat yo’e 
if, “ was u great peacf-makerhut d J 
nut the hun. niemher know that tliu t>a- 
count ill question of the trial, was taken h\ 
ashoit-hand wrilci belonging to the Couil 
and bciit to the learned judge for hi; resi- 
sion. lie did not know that any change 
was made in the charge; hut the only wa.r 
to ascertain the fact, would be to examim 
the short-hand writer at their bar. In 
fact, however, there was not a tittle of evi¬ 
dence to prove that I)e Berenger appeal iii 
before loid Cochrane in the costume of 
his Clime,” as it had been called. Then, 
again, not the slightest notice was taken 
ui a portmanteau which Da Bereuger h d 
with him, though it was a fact of iIk’ 
greatest importance, and compatible wit” 
every thing which lord ('uchiane li.'<l 
stated in his affidavit. He should .now <»!* 
vert to what the noble lord, who snoke 
last, had said with respect to him.seir. 
noble lord’s candour vt us gieatly celebint^ '• 
hut what he mu.int to convey by tlie c**' 
pics uin that he (sirF. liuidett) luid .-•poI ’ 
§ 
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oF the oiTence ** with a tenderness that did 
not belong to ithe knew not. l.ooking 
at it merely in a legal point of view, be 
certainly did say, that, in the eye of the 
law, it was not considered as a crime, but 
as a ntisdeineanour only, and not deserving 
of (he same heavy punishment that belonged 
to a Clime. Where, then, was the tender¬ 
ness of that opinion } The noble lord had 
.stated, as the ground for that advice which 
had been given to the crown (and for 
which be bad bis thanks), the most singu¬ 
lar reason, truly, upon earth. The crime 
was so rare, so uncommon, that it was not 
necess-aiy, ior the sake of example, to 
carry ihe full benience of the law into ef¬ 
fect ! The noble lord might be right in 
what he said, as he rertuinly had better 
oppoiluiiities of knowing ihc staie of the 
couiui} ; but of this, he (sir F. Buidett) 
was rei tain, that if he were to meet any 
geiiileniiui in the lubliy of that House, 
and tell him such a reason lor the mercy 
ot the crown being extended towards the 
parlies in question, he would certainly 
laugh III Iws fire. They would not sup- 
posi lirtod-. in the vS.ot k Kxcliangi to be 
quite so iiiilici|oeni end so rate us the no¬ 
ble lord imagined. He f It, however, 
obliged to ibe noble lord lor the advice 
lie livl given to the crown on this occa¬ 
sion,— 110 ' lor the sake of lord C’oi hrane, 
who despised ilial pail ol the seineiice— 
but for the s.tI«‘ of the public, and ol that 
gallant pioiessiun ol which he had been 
so bright an ornamenl. 

Tn^ Aitnrmy Gcocro/, wiili considerable 
warmth, de'emled ihe speecli of his learn¬ 
ed friend, the S dicitor (it inral. Ht said, 
it was impossible to siifl'er ilie House to 
(lep.irt wiilmni some oli'-civaiiuus upon 
what had tallen from ihe hon. baronet. 
When the noble lord stated.ihat the Prince 
Kegent had determined to put ihe merci¬ 
ful pierogiitive of the crown in force, the 
hon. baronet obseived upon th.it sta'e- 
ment, that if he were lo tell it to any 
gentleman in the lobby, he would laugh 
in bis f.ii e— 

Sir F. bttrdeU rose to explain. What 
he said, was, that if he bad told an^ per¬ 
son the grounds upon which that iiieicy 
Was extended, they would laugh la his 
. face. 

'Ihe Attorney Gcna-nl said, that if the 
I hon. baronet had listened to the whole of 
his sentence, he would have found, that 
, he meant to quote his precise words. 

I The Cl line was one to which the law af- 
fixed a reitain fiiinisliment, but it was the 
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prerogative of the crown to remit the 
whole, or any part of that punishment; 
and in the present case, the crown had 
remitted a part, in the hope that the ron- 
riction and sentence being known, would 
be sufficient to operate as a prevention 
of the repetition of the offence. But 
what was the course pursued by the 
honourable baronet? It certainly would 
not be denied, that the honourable ba¬ 
ronet found many occasions, and fit oc¬ 
casions, as he deemed them, to exalt the 
trial by jury, and eulogize its merits and 
value; but when it was necessary to rail 
down that trial by jury—when it was 
necessary to stigmatize our most sacred 
institutions—when it was necessary to cast 
the most unfounded imputations upon the 
judge and the court, for the purpose of 
establishing the innocence of a convicted 
offender—then persons were to bo found 
out of doors, and the hon. baronet was to 
be. found within that House, to talk of 
picking and packing juries, which were 
under the controul of the judge, and re- 
muv.ihle at the pleasure of the judge, if 
liicy did not obuy his instructions. The 
hon. baronet professed to dwell upon the 
newspaper accounts of the trial; but now 
tlieie was an account of it pubiislud, not 
given 111 the hurry of the moment when it 
ocrmied, but taken by a person known 
for the fidelity and accuracy of his labours. 
Ill that account an im|>oitunl alteration 
appeals in the charge of the judge. He 
did not know, that it had been submitted 
to llie judge fur his revision, but be dared 
to say It was, as the practice was a com¬ 
mon one, for the sake of obtaining the 
greatest possible accuracy. The judge 
might alter a phrase or a word to make 
that coricet wlucli belore was not so; but 
if the hon. baronet meant to state, that 
the noble lord wicKrdly al'ered any por¬ 
tion with the intent of giving a di^i-rent 
and a new mt aiiing to wiiat he said, or to 
‘olieii down any pari of it, he would ven¬ 
ture lo assert, not only from hi-, own know¬ 
ledge of that learned lord, but of all who 
sat upon the bench, that there was not 
one of tli'-m who would descend to such 
a practice, 'ftie learned member tbea 
went into a detailed exarainatiuD of the 
evidence as affecting lord Cochrane. With 
respect to the dress of De Herenger, he 
contended, that the fact of his being in a 
red coat di I not rest upon the mere asser¬ 
tion of (^anc and Shilling, but was esta¬ 
blished by a series of witne.sses, tracing 
De Berenger from Dartford to lord Coch* 
(3 E) 
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rane’s house. Such being the case, any 
juilge must have been a driveller, who 
would not have charged tiie jury in the 
tvay the learned lord had done on this oc¬ 
casion. With regard to juries, be denied 
that it was ixisjiibie to pack them; they 
were all s'rutk the same way, all reduced 
the same »ay, and all were out of the 
real'll of any improper practices. He 
would tell the bon. baronet also, that, not¬ 
withstanding any supposed rule of court, 
the court of King’s-bench would have 
granted a new trial, had any sufficient 
ground for one been submitted to it. The 
1 ) 011 . baronet had said, that thefe were no 
means by which the House could judge 
of the evidence alluded to by his hon. 
and learnt d fiiend ; but he would tell the 
hon. barotitl how the House might judge 
of it. The lips of his counsel and soli¬ 
citors wcie sealed; but let lord Cochrane 
release them from their professional obli¬ 
gation to secrecy, and then the House 
could have the necessary information. i3ut 
lord Cochianc, forsooth, was an object of 
political rivaiiy, (though a rival that no¬ 
body evci caied lot) and therefore a venal 
judge, a packed jury, and the interposi¬ 
tion of goveinmerit, were to be associated 
for the poFpo.se of ruining him ! Such was 
the opinion of the hon. baronet. Ob, 
what an advocate! No doubt the hon. 
baroiict was equally persuaded of the in- 
noceiue of l)e Beieiigcr, who was also an 
Lonoutabie man! The pillory was, it 
seemed, to be theiiccTorward considered as 
a desiiahle. place of resort! The day on 
which -any individuals—the co-members 
for Westminster, tor instance—were to 
stand in that situistiou, was to be roaiked 
asmcmoiable! It had been said, that to 
Butt aud Berenger, the punishment would 
be as nothing. They might retire from 
itf and would be again received into so¬ 
ciety as if nothing had occurred I—Be- 
renger forsouih was an honourable man ! 
And Ibis assurtion was made, although 
witness after witne^is had proved incoiitro- 
vcrtibly hu connection with the conspi¬ 
racy, It had happened, that eight or lime 
witnesses were asked in open court, one 
after the other, if they could point out 
the person who had travelled lioui Dover 
with ilic false intelligence; and alihuugh 
Bercnger was sitting in an unsuspected 
part of the court, looking down and writ¬ 
ing as if he were a clerk to one of the 
•oliciiors, they one and all, after moving 
tlieir eyes round the court, as soon as ility 
fixid upon him, declaied, as if by elec- 
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tricity, that be was the man. And yet, 
after this, Bei'cnger bad the hardihood to 
attempt to prove an alibi, and to adduce 
the voluntary affidavits of his servants. 
With respect to Mr. Cochrane Johnstone, 
no man, he presumed, doubted bis guilt; 
and yet really there was less evidence of 
bis personal connection with the fraud than 
there was of lord Cochrane^s. It was well 
known, that in in all conspiracies each indi¬ 
vidual conspirator had bis part assigned him. 
There was the arch traitor, and there were 
the subordinate agents. The part assigned 
in this conspiracy to Mr. Cochrane John¬ 
stone, was the fairing oi an office near the 
Exchange for the purpose of carrying on 
the speculations. The part of Bereiigcr 
was to go to Dover, and to come up with 
the false news. M'Eae, Holloway, &c. 
wete to act the subordinate parts in this 
nefarious drama. Lord Cochrane could 
not take an active part. lie was too wcdl 
known to go about it. Ilis person would 
have been recognized. But he was not 
the less useful a member of the conspiracy, 
on that account. For when Bereiiger 
came to town, ader he bad spread the 
intelligence, the question was, where he 
could go to be safe. Was it uncharitable 
to say, that he could go only to a friend 
who knew his errand, and who was pre¬ 
pared to receive him with open arm.s r To 
lord Cochrane’s house, in his military 
habiliments, he was brought. That was 
the place chosen by him, in which to 
change his dress, that ht' might retuin, 
without danger, to the rules of the King’s- 
bcnch. If, therefore, the question related 
as to the comparative degrees of personal 
connection, which lord Cochtane and 
Mr. Cucluaue Johnstone had bad wifh 
Betenger, lord Ct'chrane had it all to no¬ 
thing. But it was said, that lord Cochrane 
had gained nolbing, or next to nothing, 
by this transaction in the funds. From 
what loss had he not redeemed himself? 
Was there any other person in the king¬ 
dom, who, in consequence of this conspi¬ 
racy, had thus averted himself from im¬ 
pending rum ? It was evidently irresisti¬ 
ble, oft the part of the grand jury, to find 
the Bill against lord Cochiane. It was 
evidently irresistible, on the part of the 
petty ju y, to bring him in guilty. He 
(the Attorney Ceneral), hatl not heard 
the whole of the evidence on the trial; 
but he bad lUeiided to every tittle, as lead 
over by that learned and upiight judge, 
sir Simon Blanc; and he could lay 
his baud on bis heart, and express his firto 
§ 
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conviction, that when the existing pre- | 
jndices against the constituted authorities | 
had subsided, the grand jury, the petty 
jury, the judge who recapitulated the eri- I 
dence, and the four judges, who refused 
to grant a new trial, and who thought the 
crime deseiving of an infamous punish- 
inent, would all be considered as having 
fitficily done their duty. At the same 
time, he confessed his satisfaction to find, 
by the intimation oi his noble fiirnd, that 
it was his royal iiighness the Prince Re¬ 
gent’s gracious intention to remit that 
part of the sentence on lord Cochiaiie, 
which must be most unpleasant to that 
noble lord’s feelings, and .still more to the 
feelings of that profession, of whii.h he 
was lately a member, and of which he 
had forineily been an ornament. 

Lord Ebnni’ton said, that alter tliespeech 
of the noble lord, he did not feel himself 
justified ill taking up the time, of the 
House, (uither, in withdrawing, as he in¬ 
tended to do, his motion. lie could not 
Ik ip expressing his regret, however, that 
the cominunic ation whwh had been made 
tliat night by tbe noble lord, bad nut been 
made before, and tbe more especially as 
tile noble lord had deprecated discussion. 
Tbe noble lord then proposed to withdraw 
his motion. 

On the question being put from the 
chair, 

Mr. Holmes said, that in roaseqiienoe 
of the M.iteiTieiit made by the Solicitor 
Gener.il in tin* com so of liis speech, le- 
spicling lord Corhiane’s inspection of the 
briefs which had been deliveied to his 
counsel, previous to his trial, ho iiad sent 
a letter to the nohle lord, rerpiesting an 
explanation upon this subject; and bud re¬ 
ceived, by a confidential friend of that 
noble lord, his aiiswei, svhii h be would 
take tiic iibeily of riadmg to the House. 
The lion, gentleman then read a letter 
from lord Cochrane, asserting that the 
statement of the Solicitor Ceneial was nut 
correct, for that he had never read tiie 
briefs, although a part of them hid been 
read to him by Mr. Parkeuson, a peisnn 
connected with his solicitors. The noble 
lord had al.su sent the brief, part of whii li 
was tnarked, and in the margin were the 
words, *' Read this to lord Cochrane.” 
This memorandum, the hon. geniiemun 
remarked, was confirmatory of the noble 
lord’s statement. He also observed, in 
allusion to what had fallen from the At¬ 
torney General, that if lord Cochrane did 
not release his counsel and solicitors from 
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the secresy which their professional cha¬ 
racter imposed upon them, he should be 
the first to pronounce him guilty ; but he 
was satisfied the luomeiit the. noble lord 
heard of the suggestion, he would, witheiot 
delay, avail himself of the advice which 
was given. 

The Solicitor General begged to repeat 
what he had a1re.idy said, that the state¬ 
ment which he had given, was not m<ide 
froaj any thing wiihin his own knowledge, 
although be had no reason to doubt the 
veracity of the person fiom whom he had 
received the iiifbrmution. lie did not .ac¬ 
tually state that lord Cochrane had seen 
and read the briels before they Ind been 
delivered to counsel; but what he said was, 
that instructions had been taken from lord 
Cochrane for the briefs, which were read 
in his presence, and approved of by bis 
lordship; and that, saving the indictment, 
and the staleincnt of the Stork Exchange, 
the whole of the briefs had been prepuied 
under his immediate in«peciiufi; and he 
had further stated, on the authority to 
which he had alluded, that the evidence 
of lord Cochrane’s servants, as taken 
down by the allotney’.s cleik, was read 
over to him; and that his lordship had 
made an alu ration in the evidence of 
Thomas Dewniaii, who had confomided 
the arrival of I)e Berenger at his master’s 
house on the 2tst, with another tilficer, 
who had called on some previous day; 
and with that correction, the brief was sent 
to be engrossed, and w'as afterwards sent 
to eouiiscl. The hon. gentleman having 
alluded to the draft of tbe brief which had 
been sent to him by lord Cochrane, and 
staled, ibdl parts only of it bad been read 
I to the noble bird previous to lU being de¬ 
livered to Counsel, as was evident freni the 
note in the margin, be begged to notice 
one part of this draft, in whn b the words 
*' le.id to lord C'oehrane” were insciibed 
ill the margin. Tiiis was a part in which 
three or tour lines were erased. This, uo 
doubt, had been done by his loidship. 
What those lines contaiivd could not be 
known although it was evident, from this 
c!i corn stance, the noble lord had not been 
triatteii ivetuilie text, which was submitted 
to his judgment. 

Mr. Abrreromby, adverting to the fonner 
dLscussuiis on tins subject, s»id, that lord 
C'ucbratiie’s counsel, apprehendiim. that 
lord Cochrane would allege neglect on 
their part, and more particubnly with re¬ 
spect to the brief, had furnished him with 
d stdtement of the facts, which, to tbo 
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best of liu recollection, were as follows; 
•—a brief, the House would obsenre, was 
divided into two pans—ihe statement, or 
recital, and tlie proofs, or the evidence 
which it was expected to obtain in sup¬ 
port ol the statement. Now, according 
to bis recollection of the facts to which 
he had alluded, the first part of the britf 
(the recital) bad been read over to lord 
<Jo(.hrane at one period, and the second 
part (the proofs) at another period; and 
on the last, lord Cochrane made some 
observations, which were strictly attended 
to. 

Mr. Wetherell hrhl witnessed the state¬ 
ment of lord Cochiane'o counsel, to which 
his hon. and icittiied friend had just ad¬ 
verted, and entirely coincided with him 
in his leodIcLtion of the tacts. 

Mr. Whitbtend, upon looking over the 
draft ot the Itiuf sent by hiid Cochrane, 
said, he nb.served many lines erased, 
which dll] not appear to have been lead 
to his lordship ; he depiecaied, thi reiore, 
any iiiferenie being drawn from these 
erasure.s, eithei tor, or again t, the noble 
lord. Alter the cDRimunicatioii w'bich 
had been made of the intention of the 
crown, it was quite unnecessary to discuss 
the motion any further; for all argument 
must bear not on the question of guilty or 
not guilty, (fur, by the verrlict of the 
jury, and by the vote of the majority of 
tlie House, fur the expulsion of lord (Joch- 
rane, although he wa« not one of that ma¬ 
jority, that question had been decided), 
but on the propriety of the punishment; 
and, although he sliould certainly have 
voted with lus noble friend, yet he lejicat- 
ed, that nothing more need now be said 
on the subject. In bis opinion, however, 
tJie noble lord would have done better, 
had he made his communication at an 
earlier peiiod, and havo thus prevented a 
most useless discussion. 

The motion of lord Ebrington, as well 
as the Amendment of Mr. Barham, with 
the permission of the House, was then 
withdrawn. 

OrricEs IN llBVEnsioN.] Mr. Bankes 
recapitulated most of the arguments made 
use ot by him, on the occasion of an Ad¬ 
dress which he moved in 1807, and which 
was carried, without one dissentient voice; 
and tbe subsequent Bills introduced by 
him. Hb concluded with moving,That 
an humble Address be presented to his 
royal highness the Prince Regent, that be 
vtill be gracioi»]y pleased not to grant 
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any office, place, employment, or salary, 
in any part of his Majesty’s dominions, in 
reversion, or for joint lives, with benefit 
of survivorship, until six weeks after the 
commencement of the next session of par¬ 
liament*” 

Lord Casilereaqh contended, that when 
the House voted the Address in 1807, 
they had noieaxon lo presume any repug¬ 
nance in the oiher House of parliament, 
to the abolition oi the places in rever¬ 
sion.—(Mr. Bankes said, that the Bill was 
I hen thrown out.)—They had no reason, 
however, eoiitmued the noble lord, to pre¬ 
sume, that the repugnance was of that de¬ 
liberate natuie, which it had sinco as¬ 
sumed. The House had now, however, 
made several attempts, and the other 
House was found to differ with them on 
the principle of the measure. It was not 
on the spur of the nioiiieiit, they were 
now called on to make an addiess of the 
House tantamount to a law, in matters of 
pierogative. He opposed the Address, 
because he ooniiidited the object of it an 
innovation of the rou->iitutiun, and an ex¬ 
clusion of the House of Lords, from their 
sliaie in the legislature. Ji nnubi lead to 
a conflict of junsdieiions, and might place 
the crown in a contiadiciory relation to 
each of the Houses. He wished he could 
persuade Ins hon. friend to withdraw his 
motion. 

Mr. Tierney thought there had been a 
sort of tact compact between the two 
Houses, oti the subject before the House ; 
that in consequence uf saving the fiuouur 
of the crown, and nut infniigiiig on the 
prerogative, the other House would have 
no objection to the passing of temporary 
Bills. It seemed, however, as if the sus¬ 
pense which took place six or seven years 
ago, and which had accumulated a num¬ 
ber of reversions, had quickened the ap¬ 
petite of ministers. He did not mean to 
s.vy, they meant to make any improper 
use of the power of granting sinecure 
places; for when an office was granted, 
with DO duties attached to it, he did not 
see how it could be impioperly filled. 
The noble JoVd had started the difficulty 
of a conflict between the two Houses, and 
as the Lords had shewn an indisposition 
to bis measure, the present Address, he 
thought, might put the two Houses in an 
embarrassing situation. But how was 
this more to be apprehended now, than at 
any time during the last seven years? 
The Lords had never sent any message 
on the subject. The Address would 
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nterely have the effect of keeping matters 
open till next session. ' Ministers seemed 
now determined no longer to keep up 
any appearances ; and to get bold of all 
that the last seven years had saved for 
them. 

Mr. Bawkes contended, that there was 
no hope of taking any other step, than by 
an Address, to carry into eliecf the re¬ 
peated votes of the House against rever¬ 
sions, as the session would probably close 
in the course of five or six days. There 
was nothing unusual in addresses of this 
kind ; and, he apprehended, there was 
little danger of any breach of harmony 
between the two Houses. It must be re¬ 
collected, that the moment the House let 
this subject out of their bands, that mo¬ 
ment they restored to the crown the 
power ot granting reveisions, against 
which so many unanimous votes of the 
Commons had been passed. 

Loul Ontlereui^h wished to suggest to 
Ills iiun. friend, that the Bill rejected by 
tlic Lords, was preventive of the grant of 
reversions for two years; but anolhei 
Bill, of one year’s duration, might still 
pass that House, and be sent up to the 
Lords this session. 

Sir Clinries Burrell said, as the other 
House were so tenacious on this subject, 
it was not unfair for the cuimiry to sup¬ 
pose that they conreised themselves to 
have a stronger light to teversions than 
the (.'ommons had. It was a fair in- 
feierice, that ihc} had stronger reasons 
than the Commons fur continuing the 
abuse. 

The House then divided. For the 
Motion 31-; Against it : Majority 24. 

Pbtnciss OF Wales’s Annuity 
The House being in a committee on this 
Bill, 

Mr. Turney admitted the propriety of 
the first, second, and third clauses of the 
Bill. Tile next clause, however, he could 
not comprehend. What ground was there 
for inserting a long recital of a paper, 
drawn up in the year 1809, respecting an 
arrangement between the Prince and 
Princess of Wales, by which, in consider¬ 
ation of his ilnyal Highness, discharging 
49,(100/. of debts of her Royal Highness, 
ami increasing her allowance to 17.000/.; 
she on her part, signed an agreement, 
that, if she exceeded her income, or Con¬ 
tracted future debts, a Bill was to be 
brought into parliament, to free the Prince 
of Wales from being liable for future 


debts? His objection to such a recital, 
was, (hat since 1809, her Royal Highness 
bad not exceeded her income, nor bad 
any demands on that account been made 
on the Prince of Wales. Why, then, re¬ 
cite this agreement of 1809, which, to 
say the least of it, was nothing to the pur¬ 
pose. It was impossible for any body to 
read the Bill without inferring, that ‘her 
Royal Highness had exceeded her income, 
and that this recital was necessary, in or¬ 
der to prevent it in future. What was 
gained by ail these recitals? He could 
comprehund the reason of the other 
clauses; they served to explain why the 
22,000/. a year was taken from his Royal 
Highness, and paid to the consolidated 
fund, and to exonerate him from any fu¬ 
ture debts of her Royal Highness. 

Lord Castiereagh appreliended, that 
without such a recital, the Bill would not 
explain itself. He denied, that it would 
lead any one to suppose, that any breach 
of the covenant had taken place on the 
part of her Royal Highness. In that 
case, he should have adopted a difierent 
kind of remedy, and have imposed on the 
Princess of W'ales, regulations similar to 
those which were applied to the Prince of 
Wales’s own inromc. The present Bill 
took away 22,000/. from the Prince of 
Wales, and gave 22,000/. to the Princess 
of Wales for life. This was certainly 
placing her in a situation not very natural 
for mairied persons, and which required 
bome explanation. He really did not ap¬ 
prehend, that there was any thing in the 
recital discreditable to the Princess of 
Wales, cither the living separately, or the 
having contracted debts previous to the 
agreement. If they erected her into a 
character, independent of the Prince for 
money, they owed it to themselves to 
give some explanation of this. 

Mr. Tierney was satished the noble lord 
bad not perused the papers before the 
House accurately. The settlement of 
1809, bore, that in case the Piinceasof 
Wales exceeded her income, then an ap¬ 
plication should be made to parliament, 
for indemnifying the Prince. As long as 
she con'.inued within her income, nothing 
was to be said; but whenever she ex¬ 
ceeded her income^ the subject was to be 
brought before parliament. Now, when 
this subject was introduced in the Bill, 
was it not an inference, that the Princess 
had broken this agreement ? He did not 
believe the noble lord understood the Bill 
himself. He believed, that the noble 
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lord had been deaired to carry throagh 
the Bill, trhich had been drawn op by 
lotne other hand, and that there was some 
lien upon it, which the noble lord would 
not chose to avow. The noble lord had 
atated this, as an arrangement lot life to 
the Princess of Wales; but it ought to be 
itated merely as an arrangement, during ^ 
the joint lives of his Majesty and her 
Royal Highness; for, on the death of his 
Majesty, a different arrangement would 
necessarily take place. With respect to 
liability, whether the debts were iiicui red 
by the Prince or Princess, the public had 
to pay them. It was an ostentatious di.s- 
play of the noble lord, therefore, to state 
the readiness of the Prince, to pay the 
debts of the Princess. The Prince had 
no more means to pay 4U,0()0/. without 
borrowing, than he had. When the no¬ 
ble lord talked ot the anxiety of bis 
Royal Highness to pay these debts, with¬ 
out occasioning any increase of charge to 
the public, did he .nean to say, that he 
bad any more means to pay the 49 000 /. 
than his other debts i All this came of 
the recital. He dared to say, there were 
good reasons for the recital, but the noble 
lord did not seem to have been let into 
the secret. 

Lord Caitlereagh contended, that the 
creditors of her Royal Highness received 
payntent of their debts, by instalments ot 
10,000/. a year; and he consideied the 
insinuation of the right hon. gentleman as 
unfair. 

Mr. TVertuy said, that the payments, on 
account of Princess, were at the expense 
of the Prince’s creditors. 

Mr. Whitbread objected to the recital. 
With respect to the liberality of the 
Prince of Wales, of which so much had 
been said, it was snliicient to state, that 
the Princess had been reduced seven 
years, to 12,000/. a year; and that when 
the Prince’s income was augmented from 
4P,O00/. to 00,000/. under lord Sidmouth’s 
administration, an application was made 
on behalf of the Princess, and no notice 
was taken of it. 

The clauses were agreed to, and the 
Report oidered to be received to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Wtdncid^t July 20. 

VotB olP Creoit.] The order of the 
day for taking the Prince Regent’s Mes¬ 
sage on thti idbject into consideration 
being read. 


Vole Credit. [*7^6 

The Earl of Liverpool said, he did not 
think it necessary to trouble their lordships 
with many observations, under the present 
circumstances, relative to the general 
state of affairs. A noble lord had, on a 
former evening, put a question respecting 
the sum which was proposed as the amount 
of the Vote of Credit, which was held as 
unusnal in a period of peace. should 
be recollected, that the country was still 
placed under peculiar circumstances. 
They were still at war with the United 
States of America; besides which, there 
were a variety ol other considerations that 
must entail upon the country no small 
degree of extraoidinary expense. It must 
be some time before it was possible they 
could bring home all the armies, and con¬ 
sequently make those reductions in the 
establishments at home whirii were so 
desirable in a time of peace. It was cer¬ 
tainly deemed expedient that a cirtaitt 
amount of force should be kept up in those 
countries whose final fate was to be set¬ 
tled at the ensuing Congress at Vienna, 
lie then alluded to the expenses which 
were still indeed under piovisiotis of the 
treaty of Chauoiont, and the amount ot 
the subsidies which were still iiecessaiily 
going on, and had not yet been voted, as 
on the occasion of former period., because 
no man could have been certain at ihe 
time that, the war might not continue the 
whole of the year. With reference to 
these expenses, a sum of four miilinti>, re¬ 
mained, which must be provided for out 
of some fund. Under all (he circum.tancos 
in which the war was closed, and with 
reference to the various t oiisidcrations he 
bad alluded to, a vote of the sum proposed 
for the occasion would be necessary and 
expedient; and, with that iinpiession, he 
ouid propose an Aildiess to the Prince 
egent un the occasion of his most gracious 
Message, assuring him of the coidial con¬ 
currence of the House in enabling bis 
Royal Highness to meet the exigencies 
that might arise, &c. 

Lord HoUand said, though he was not 
prepared to resist the motion, yet he most 
be allowed to express some degree of re¬ 
luctance in voting a sum, which, it must 
be owned, was a large amount, for a period 
which may be considered as one of peace. 
It was true, we were still unfortunately at 
war with America, which he regarded as 
a great calamity; yet he thought the 
proposed amount was greater than the rea¬ 
sons assigned seamed to call for. He le- 
gretted the state of uncertainty in which 
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the fate of a great portion of Europe still 
remained ; but felt a contrary emotion at 
hearing nothing from the noble lord 
which indicated an intention of keeping 
up a large peace establishment. As the 
vote was rested on the narrow grounds 
alluded to by the noble earl, he would not 
press any sort of opposition to it; but 
would lay in his claim to examine the 
ground^ upon which the vote had been 
called for, whenever the distribution of 
its amount should be laid before parlia¬ 
ment. 

The question was then put, and the Ad¬ 
dress immediately agreed to. 

Corn Laws.*] Earl Stanhope recalled 
to their lordship's recollection a Petition 
he had presented yesterday on this subject. 
It was from certain respectable com 
growers of Peterborough aud its vicinity, 
stating, that on account of the heavy ex¬ 
pense attending the growth of corn, and 
the low state of the markets, an adequate 
pi ire could not be obtained ; that if such 
a state of things continued, much mischief 
would arise to the public, as well as to 
individuals; and, understanding that a 
Ilcsolutiun had been submitted to the 
House of Lords, tending to their rebel, 
&.C. ; they prayed that the same may be 
taken into an early consideration. This, 
bis lordship dcsciibed to be the prayer 
and gift of the Petition. lie adverted to 
the objections urged yesterday to its re¬ 
ception, which, he conieiidecl, were un¬ 
founded; aud insisted, that the right of 
petitioning was a sacred unalienable right, 
and founded upon the principles of the 
constitution, lie then moved that the 
Petition do lie on the table. 

The Lord Chancellor thought that the 
Petition was one w hicii ought to be re¬ 
ceived, and the noble earl’s motion was 
immediately agreed to. 

Bankrupt Laws.} Earl Stanhope pre¬ 
sented a Petition from a certain individual 
whom he did not name on the subject of 
the Bankrupt laws. It was one, he said, 
out of those multitudes of cases which 
made one’s heart bleed; and one which, 
from the state of the law, might happen 
without any blame being imputable to 
any of the judges of law or equity: but 
one always suspected that something was 
Wrong when such cases existed. The 
etiiiotier stated, that be had been made 
ankrupt nine years ago, and had not 
been permitted to know the grounds on 


^hich he had been so declared bank¬ 
rupt. This was. a very serious grievance. 
The petitioner had made several ap¬ 
plications to the Lord Chancellor, who 
ordered the assignees to be removed. The 
petitioner also stated his application per¬ 
sonally to the Lord Chancellor,—his ina¬ 
bility to aSbrd the expense of procuring 
affidavits, and the expenses to which the 
estate had been put by various meetings; 
where sometimes only one commissioner, 
and sometimes two attended; the atten¬ 
dance of three of them being by law neces¬ 
sary, as he believed. liis lordship then 
strongly recommended it to the House to 
appoint some eminent lawyers, or three 
of the judges, to form the several lawa 
upon particular subjects into one bill or 
act; a measure from which greatadvantage 
might be derived. The law on such sub¬ 
jects would then be much belter and more 
generally understood. The noble and 
learned lord on the woolsack was stated, 
in some reports in circulation, relative to 
proceedings in the court of Chancery, to 
have said, that he had read the Bankrupt 
Laws 72,000 times, and did not understand 
them yet; and if he bad done so, he ap¬ 
plauded him for it; but it proved the 
necessity for adopting the measure which 
be recommended. 

The Lord Chancellor said, he certainly 
had never said any such thing; and if 
he must read the Bankrupt Laws 72,000 
times before he could understand them, 
he had better not begin. He saw, liow- 
ever, that the noble lord did not under¬ 
stand them. 

The Petition was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

The Princess Charlotte op Wales.] 

The Earl of Lauderdale said—My l.K)rds. 
1 have w'aited in the hope of seeing an 
illustrious duke in bis place, who yester¬ 
day gave notice of a motion upon a most 
important and delicate subject, for Friday 
next. 1 lament that 1 have been disap¬ 
pointed, because it was my intention to 
have asked whether he did not think it 
proper that the House should be pro¬ 
vided with some information relative to 
the motion which is to be brought for¬ 
ward ? 1 am well aware, that it is com¬ 
petent to any peer to summon the House 
for the more solemn consideration of 
any subject; and I should be sorry to 
argue that it ia not competent to any peer 
to submic a motion without giving the 
House more than a general idea of its sub- 
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Jeot. If, however, I had had the good 
fortune to have seen that illostrte'us duke 
in bU place this evening, I should have 
appealed to him, whether he did not feel 
that, in this instance, there existed as im- 
perious a necessity of giving the House 
aome intelligence as to the nature of his 
proposition, as upon any occasion that 
«v«roccurred in the history of parliament? 
It is true 1 did understand that his Royal 
Highness meant to acquaint a noble earl 
(Liverpool) with the form of his motion 
previous to the discussion; I know that 
such a courtesy prevails upon important 
political questions; but I do submit that, 
upon matters of the nature now referred 
to, such information given to one indivi. 
dual only out of the whole House, would 
not be satisfactory. For myself, 1 confess 
I am more at a loss to conjecture what the 
nature and form of the motion of Friday 
can be, than 1 ever was before upon any 
subject during the whole course of my 
experience, that had been made only a 
matter of hint in ihe course of conversa¬ 
tion. Under these circumstances, it is im¬ 
possible forme to avoid regretting severely, 
that I do not see the illustrious duke in his 
place, more especially as to-morrow is the 
only day that intervenes before his motion 
is to be discussed. If to-morrow I should 
not have the good fortune to see his Royal 
Highness here (and even then the intelli¬ 
gence would be very late), we most remain 
wholly in darkness and ignorance upon a 
question that requires the gravest and most 
solemn deliberation, i have, therefore, 
thought it necessary to say thus much, in 
order that, by some means or other, it may 
reach the ear of the illustrious duke, and 
that be may attend in his place to-morrow 
to give the required information, as to the 
nature and object of bis motion; or, if not, 
to state some i^ason to the House why he 
thinks fit to with-hold it. At the present 
moment, 1 believe, there is not a single 
wan in the House, or in the country, who 
has the faintest idea of the nature of the 
proposition of the illustrious duke. 

The Earl of Roulyn observed, that he 
had that instant received a note from the 
duke of Sussex, expressing his regret, that 
in consequence of indisposition, he was 
not able to bring forward his intended 
motion regarding the Princess Cbariotte 
of Waktik Oh Friday j bis Royal Highness, 
ibereforh, expressed a wish that it should 
be postponed until Tuesday. All I can 
aay for myself (continued bis lordship) is, 
that I have no doubt that, on the general 


principle of courtesey, his Royal Highnesa 
will be ready to make any communication 
consistent with the delicate nature of the 
, subject. Such information, however, can 
only be given as a matter of courtesey, and 
not of right. For one, I must maintain 
the principle, that any noble lord may 
give a general notice upon'any subject,' 
without specifying at all the form of words 
in which it will be couched. ' 

The Earl of Latukrdak defied any no¬ 
ble lord to state truly that a single word 
that he had uttered, was in contradiction 
to the principle alluded to by the noble 
earl. What he had said was. not only 
that a peer of parliament had a right to 
summon the House, but to make any 
motion, if he so pleased, without summons 
or previous information. The general 
practice and courtesy of the House was, 
however, otherwise; and, on a question 
like that, which was so soon to be intro, 
duced, the illustrious duke would surely 
deem it right to give some previous infor¬ 
mation. As. to the principle, he reptaled, 
that he had not uttered a word inconsistent 
with the principle laid down by his noble 
friend. 

Lord Holland was convinced, that his 
noble friend who spoke last, was fully sen¬ 
sible of the truth and justice of all that 
bad been said by the noble earl : upon 
the right of a pe.er of parliament, theie 
could scarcely be two opinions. His no¬ 
ble friend had professed to put it, ad vcrr~ 
cundcam; but it was the oddest way of 
duiug so, when the illustrious individual 
was absent. All peers of parliament were 
upon an equality; and it was but fair, 
when it was thus put, that the person to 
whom it was put should, at least, be pre¬ 
sent, if the subject were not more properly 
settled in private. He must say, that if 
what had been now urged, had referred to 
a notice of motion given by himself, and 
explanation had been required in h s ab¬ 
sence, the effect would have been ra¬ 
ther to induce him to with-bold any infor¬ 
mation. standing upon bis right as a peer 
of parliament. 

' The Earl of Lauderdale contended, that 
his noble friend who spoke last, had sunk or 
kept in the back ground a great part of 
what be had at first said. He bad stated his , 
reason fur roentioning the subject in tlie 
absence of the illustrious duke to be, that 
there was only one intervening day before 
the, motion was to be brought forward, 
and if, to-morrow, his royal highness 
ahoiUd not aUend ia hi> place, no appeal 
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co«lti be made to him upon the question. 
His object was to produce the attendance 
of the iHustrions duke, to give information 
which. Ht bis conscience, he was of opi¬ 
nion, was now more called for than upon 
any former occasion that had ever offered 
itself. 

Lord Melville begged to know, what 
day the illustrious duke had named for 
his motion? 

The Karl of Raskin observed, that the 
communication he had noticed, was not 
directly from the illustrious duke, who 
was stated to be indisposed. He did not 
feel himself authorised to namedefinilvely 
any day, but Tuesday was niontioned in 
the note. 

The Karl of Lnuderdak said, that the 
natural course would be, that a day should 
he fixed to*niorrow, when further infor¬ 
mation was obtained regarding the illness 
of the duke of Sussex. 

Kai I Stankope hoped, that any day rather 
than Monday would be selected, since Ins 
favourite motion on a subject of the great¬ 
est consequence was fixed tor that evening. 
He did not think the illuitiious duke was 
bound to stale the nature of his motion : 
it was not necessary. He understood that 
some motion was to be brought forward, 
but what was his notion of what it would 
be he would not tell. He wanted no fur¬ 
ther explanation upon the subject, than 
that whi( li had been dlready given. 

The Lari of liosslyn could not finally 
name any day: he could only lepeat that 
the note to which he had refened men¬ 
tioned Tuesday. 

Lord Sidmouth enquired whether the 
moiion would be brought on on Friday ? 

The Lari of Roidyn answered, that it 
would certainly not. Here the matter 
dropped. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday, July 20. 

MiDsHtPMEN .3 Mr. Forbes rose to 
withdraw his notice respecting some pro¬ 
vision for theMtilshipinenof the navy, who 
were thrown quite out of employ by the 
late peace. He observed, that the situa¬ 
tion of these persons was peculiarly hard, 
as they were without any provision, and 
he feared would not be able to find occu¬ 
pation in the merchant’s service, on ac¬ 
count of the multitude of persons who 
would be dismissed from the transport ser¬ 
vice. He withdrew his notice, because he 
had hopes that some measures, on the part 
( VOL. XXVIII.) 
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of Ufo Admiralty, would render any mo¬ 
tion on tiie subject unnecessary. 

Mr. Croker said, be rejoiced that the 
notice was withdrawn, as the idMion would 
have excited hopes which it would not be 
possible to realize. At the termination of 
so long and arduous a contest, the persona 
in all branches of the navy had a right to 
expect that their services should be consi¬ 
dered by those who had directed them in 
time of war. The claims of all ranks were 
actually under consideration, but he couM 
not hold out any other hopes, than that of 
the half-pay, which had been mentioned 
in the last navy estimates. lie was per¬ 
suaded, that the House would not disap¬ 
prove of any thing that was given as a 
reward for past, or a retainer for future 
services. Ifiit the consideration of the 
subject was attended with great difficulty, 
and no patt of it with more than that 
which related to the class of midshipmen, 
which was composed of individuals of the 
most dissimilar ranks and expectations. 
He begged to be understood, thkt be 
could give no hopes of any particular 
measure on the subject; but he was con¬ 
vinced that the Admiralty would be most 
anxious to take all proper steps. 

Mr. Tiermy said, he was anxious lest 
any false impression should go abroad, 
that the cause of this class of men wac 
abandoned by the House; because, when it 
was seen what arrangements the Admt- 
miralty would make, it would be in the 
power of any member, if be disapproved 
of the arrangements, to make any motion 
on the sufiject. 

The notice was then withdrawn. 

Petttion of Mrs. Gamwell-I Sir F. 
Burdett presented a Petition from a woman 
of the name of Mary tJamwell, a haber¬ 
dasher and milliner of Aldersgate-etreet, 
The Petition stated, that she had been 
charged with selling French gloves, tried, 
and convicted. She had in consequenen 
been sentenced to pay a heavy penalty, 
besides legal expenses to the amount of 
41/. The petitioner asserted her inno¬ 
cence, and prayed relief. The Petition 
was ordered to he on the table. 

•• 

Slave Traqb,], Petitions against the 
Slave Trade were presented from many 
parts of the kingdom, among 01 hem, one 
by lord A. HahtiUon, from Glasgow, 
signed by 14,000 persons; and one 
the African Missionary Society; from 
dii^rent parts of the island, by Mr. Wil* 

OF) 
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iyerforce. lit. W. on prewtitla'lf tlHAo 
Petitions, observed on the Mrocitlei wbieh 
the klen ^ the French to eos<iaer St. 
lypwingo ntust. if pemtted in, give me to. 
Mn tiUtod, that he baew, front the most cer» 
CtQn wprces, from intercepted letters fipom 
OU Domingo, a fact lehioh seemed formerly 
id bare t^it doobted; nanrely, that it 
iNs itanal at the Ectde des Chrem in tlM 
^otmiiry, to train the blood hounds who 
toeto to hunt the native, by forming a 
ting with armed ooldiers, and exposing 12 
to* 19 hieeks to the fury and holder of the 
dings: This shameful exhibition usually 
took place on Sundays.—The PetHioiu 
Were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. fkftr Moore wished to ask the hon. 
gentlemin whether he had anx plan in 
’tcOntemplation for the entire oolirion of 
ikirery all over the world i The question 
Imd slept atnce the year 1807. Might 
aot soohe regnlation he adopted to pre> 
Tent t^e clandestine importation of slaves 
into tbe West ^^ndies, by enacting, that 
•Vary black who set his foot not only in 
Sngtand, but in any part of the British 
dominions, should instantly become free ? 

Mr. WiUietfitrce replied, that the object 
•r the friends of the abolition of the Slave 
Trade had been in the first place to stop 
'all supplies of slaves from Africa, and then 
they iioped that the amelioration of the 
'atate of the slaves in the West Indies would 
Ibllow as X mattor of eourse. The object of 
the Petition he had just presented, end of 
'tnaoy other Petitions of tanoe kind, was 
to shew thettntnimous feeling of the coun¬ 
try against this inhuman traffic. 

Sir H. MoHtgomerg mentioimd the prae- 
Itce, of which he had been a witness in 
the East Indies, of bringing slaves a<shore 
fiooftbe French settletiiMt atPondichenw, 
«ofl kfteimmds re-shipping tiiem. He 
Iioped* that tfah noble would turn hii 
•Mention to'tliO'TubjiBet.<—[bund Oastle- 
' MMlgh signified Ms MUeat.} 

laisR PassaavATtoM tfr thx Pbacb 
BilIk.} Chat tlm order of the day for re- 
Miming the sidiMinicd proceeding upon 
'tboTlmd reading cf the SiH, to provide for 
the preserving and restoring of peoee, in 
MKh parts of Ireland as may, at Ony time, 
Ito disiofbed by eeditiods persons, ort>y 
pedwnn entering into unlawful combtna- 
tmntddtewispiracieB, 

Sir ^A'mtm^said, his former objec- 
tioiis to ibis IKH had by no means been 
removed} 'but wt lie found tHatnotMlighe 
’ eeald toy wOtild prevent its pMiing^ 


w«s in vein for him to tteapass on the rime 
of the Hoose by any furtter length of ah. 
gumeiit. He must, however, top, ho 
could not conceive why the meaMtre« 
which was uf the first tsaportance, riiemldl 
be bteuglit forward nt so late a period of 
the seuion; and why it eras hurried and 
preiaed through the Hoase» in the niMaer 
It had been, srithout any satisfactory reaw 
son assigned for it. It was aboot to b# 
sent 'to the other Heuie, at a period when 
the lords bad already declarech there was 
not time to eater into the coneidBratioa of 
the question remcibtg the borough of 
Helstone; end if that was the case, u woi 
sorely too late to send up to that Houio 
so important a Bill as this, which went 
to take from bis Mejesty’a subjects their 
dearest birth-right. He thought it hie 
duty to protest against such a measure, 
and to give it his decided opposition, 
feeble as the effects of it wore likely to 
prove. 

Mr. Peel denied, that in this measure bU 
had taken the Hoose by surprise; for 
when he introduced, on a former occasion, 
n measure of a different description, h« 
reserved to himself the power of bringing 
forward one like the present, if it should 
be found necessary. He bad, he believed, 
made out a sufficient case to induce the 
House to agree to the Bill. He had read 
an oath, for which no less than six convic¬ 
tions took place at the assizes of West- 
Btoatfa, and the purport of which was to 
be true to Buonaparte. He had hoped, 
that peace would have overpowered and 
overcome all such absurd speculations as 
adherence to She despot of another coun¬ 
try ; but he had recently learned that si¬ 
milar combinations were still forming iii 
Ireland, and that an oath was now ami- 
nistered and taken in the county of West¬ 
meath, hostile to the public peace and 
tranquillity. He had considered it in- 
CumcttOt to wait till he had a distinct 
proof of the foilere of otIiMr meeseres, be¬ 
fore he resorted to the present Bill. This 
wn not looked upon as a party quustioo 
m Ireland. A memorial had been pre- 
sented to the Lord lieirtenant, aigtMd by 
sixty moat respCetaUe iodividosds of the 
county of Tippeiaryi «tgbteeai «f udieea 
were anagnsrates, the first name 
signed was lord Llandeff, the heet^ of 
the representarive of tlmt county in «ho 
iioosa, the object uf wfeHch memorial was 
to pereuada the gowieoMot to bring fiw- 
wuto tbopiuaont mcasare. 

Miw-LJii ArcMtlMi tio deulL that whM 
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the right bon. gcatlemBfi had caid as ta 
the state ef Irelaad was correct; bat it 
was not on the opinion of ni^strateit and | 
ether persons residing in distarbed districts^ 1 
that parhameat on^t to act. Persons 
residing in counties tti this disturbed state^ i 
were, of ail others, least Hkeljr to form , 
correct opinions m to the proper remedy, i 
They were too maob under the infiaence 
ef fMr te judge correctly; they might 
be the baft witnesses respecting those ^ 
circumstances which they were acquainted 
with; but parliament, though they ought 
to enquire into and hear the reasons giren 
by those peraeiis for their opinions, were 
bound, attne same time, to form an opinion 
for themselves. He rose, to protest against 
this measure, considering, as he did, that 
he would not be doing his duty if he did 
not oppose it. If any one looked intb 
the enactments of the Bill, they would be 
convinced, that a more important measure 
could n(M be submitted to any legislature. 
It went to suspend an important part of 
the constitution, in a quarter of the United 
Kingdom, where, if ever we hoped to 
aee the people emerge from the barbarism 
into which they had been plunged by our 
mismanagement, it most be through theh' 
admission to ail the privileges of that con> 
atitution. It was incumbent on the right 
hon. gentleman, to show that our consti¬ 
tution was a mere fanciful idea,—that it 
was not as well calculated for troublesome 
times as times of tranquillity. He had 
no objection to the clause by which per¬ 
sons were confined to their houses aiwr a 
certain hour; but what he chiefly objected 
to, was, the Mspeasion ef the trial by 
jury. It was ef the utmost importance to 
keep eacred and inviolate the trial by 
jury; and it was a libel on the constitu¬ 
tion te say, that it could not be carried 
into executioa in cases, not of combination 
with a foreign enemy, but of domestic 
turbaience and disqaietude. An infoac^ 
tion of tbe constitution coaid never be 
justified by precedent; but tbe precedent 
of 1897 was net anaiegoos to the present 
c^. Alt that time, the venerable cham¬ 
pion ef Irish liberty (Mr. Grattan) rose 
up in the Hoose, and stated, thali he was 
well informed there was a French party 
in Ireland, who held dark and dan^^cens 
meetings, for tbe parpose of organiaing a 
French forea. Tbe impression made on 
the House by that dedaration, was wbni 
might hive been expected. We were tbefi 
at war with a powerful enemy, andcircum- 
p jrat sed L Tbe «K«a»laMM''ireff 
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nm, however, very different He did 
not oemplain ef the rigjht hon. gentleman 
for taki^ the Hoese by surprise; but foe 
bavinii; d^yed te bring forw^ this nea- 
sure uU a period of the aessHin when ^e 
House could not go into the enquiry. The 
right bon. gentleman bad said he was de¬ 
sirous of trying the e&eta of {taiace; bgt 
peace or war had nothing to do with ibrnp 
commotioBs; the seeds of them lay^mttcli 
deeper than any temporary cause. 
must either be something anomaipu|i,m 
the slate ef Ireland, or tbe British ceu^ 
touon mast be unable to exercisp its ewipi 
fonetiens; and to protect itsownmuj^Uk 
trates, if a suspension of that constituuqn 
was necessary, not in a period of waiv but 
in such circumstances as Ireland was never 
free from; for Ireland was not difforent 
now from what it bad been throughout thy 
whole of its history. These distorbancef 
were confined to tbe lower orders; tlmF 
were not supported by any other class, 
and they bad no political objects but orip 
ginated ia a desire to prevent the rise of 
rents. If it could be made out that tfan 
British constitution was not fit to live 
under, that it could not aflbrd complete 
power to the magistrate against the tor* 
bulence of the people, that constitutioa 
was a fanciful and idle theory. It waa 
said, that it was impossible to get witnesses 
to come forward at present; but there 
was nothing in the Bill to aiford aiqr ad¬ 
ditional security to witnesses. Whaf was 
to protect them f They were not bn 
examioed in secret. U had been said, 
that juries would bo intimidated, l|e 
was informed there was little to fear from 
this. If there was any apprebetuioo^rff 
this nature, the trial might be removed to 
Hublin, He hoped, that early in the 
next session a general and deliberate view 
of the situation of Ireland would be taken. 

Mr. Grenfell conceived, that the ahim- 
late necessity for this measure had bmm 
sufficiently made out. Tbe bon. geqtbi- 
aomi ridiculed the idea, that tbe Htiuso 
were better judges of the distarbances In 
Ireland, than the magistrates and, ijctba- 
hitaate of that coantry. Hesbaitdd cer- 
; tainly give the Bill his suppoft.. 

Sir. S. Koimfly said, bo, ^ imt coopeiva 
, they wero belter jodges distor- 

bances of iroiand than ■ibp iababiuuite of 
that coantry; but whatlie epiopli(i<ijsd#f 
was, kbM they wem nol al)/^(i#tQjjl8uge 
at all, >*,[«/» 

Mr. JWfitf hnd'no'diffijiuiiy 
dipk Jm ibmiM vote for tbe^l^* Tbe 


JVasWaaribnqysla Heaes JB/ff. 
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gaestioa seemed so much to have the ge* 
toeral assent of the gentlemen from IrO' 
land, that it was impossible not to admit 
its oeceMity. He was surprised, however, 
that the measure should he allowed to 
pan, without the atventiou of the House 
Deiojg called to the situation of Ireland, 
and to the remedies for that situation. 
They were now looking merely to the 
protectipn of the sul jects of that country 
—to a palliative measuie, which was ne¬ 
cessary in the lawless state of Ireland, 
from Its mlsgovernment. What was the 
representation of the right hon. the Se¬ 
cretary for Ireland ? That the people of 
that country weie in such a situation, as 
no other country was ever in before— 
that they could piocure no juries, no in¬ 
formers—that they could not get the 
iVheels of government to move. This 
state of things, which government was 
now obliged to avow, was unheard of in 
ci''ili 2 ed Europe, The right hon. gentle¬ 
man had avowed, that he expected a 
change, on the downfall of Buonaparte; 
but this was a shallow view of the subject. 
It nialfertd not, whether it was Buona¬ 
parte, the Grand Tuik, or the Pope. With 
the present hostile sentiments of the po> 
pulation of Ireland, if the Grand Tuik 
were to raise bis standard in that country, 
nearly the whole population would be 
ready to flock to it. Such was the secu¬ 
rity of lives and properties in Ireland, 
under, what was called, a Protestant as- 
MinlancyIt was impossible to vote for 
the Bill, without calling on the House to 
consider the subject more deeply than 
they were invited to do by tlie light bon. 
j;entleman. As to the constitution of this 
country, it was, in his opinion, only adapt¬ 
ed to a situation of ail'airs, where the peo¬ 
ple were friendly towards a government. 
The moment any country changed its ai- 
jtuation in this respect, and resembled Ire¬ 
land, the machinery of the British consti¬ 
tution was perfectly unfit for it. In con¬ 
sidering a subject of this nature, the 
House were aware, that there was nothing 
in the nature of Irishmen, any more than 
nf Welciimen or Scotchmen, disposing 
them to turbulence and anarchy ; but the 
paople Were every where, w’bat their laws 
anid instil Qtions made them. 

Mr. H'ilberforee said, the discontent of 
Ireland was undoubtedly a disease (d' cen¬ 
turies standing, it was ao essentim duty 
of the House, to turn their attention to the 
circumstances of ^ Ireland, It was very 
natural in the government, to sup¬ 


pose, that, on the overthrew ol Baona- 
parti, the expression of dissatisfaction in 
Ireland, might also experience a change: 
but there was, it would seem, a sort of 
general spurning at the subordinaiioti of 
Uie law m that country. In this island, 
from the highest to the lowest, every in¬ 
dividual bowed to the ascendancy of the 
law; but lieland seemed to be in a very 
dilfereot situation. He was disappointed 
that they h.id not beard any tiling from 
the board of education this year. As an 
Englishman, (said Mr. W.) 1 owe repara¬ 
tion to Ireland, for the wrongs of cen¬ 
turies. We have, it is true, of late years, 
manifested a sort of parental afiecUon for 
that Goofitry; but 1 cannol but remember 
the period when it was governed by prin¬ 
ciples of a very different nature. The 
inhabitants of Ireland .setm really, as some 
nations weie Said to be, incapable of en¬ 
joying liberty, to be, at present, incapable 
of enjoying the blessings of the Biitisis 
consiitunon. 

Mr. limit admitted, that something 
ought to be done, but contended, that the 
trial by jury ought not to be suspended 
in Ireland, till every other means of re¬ 
dressing the evil bad been tried. Trial 
by jury he considered the prop of the 
British government; and, would they 
seek to gam strength by removing the 
pillar which suppoi led ii i 

The Auornejf (tentrtU said, that this mea¬ 
sure was spolvt 11 of, as if it were one to 
enact, that trial by juiy should, hence¬ 
forth, be universally discontinued in Ire¬ 
land. He was surprised to hear the last 
speaker, who bad long been a magistiate 
in Euglami, use the language he had ut¬ 
tered. 'I'he ptesent Bill, except in one 
instance, where it authorized transporta- 
'tion for curtain offences, without trial by 
jury, ettabling the magisirates to do Utile 
more than the bon. gentleman himself 
bad many times dune during the quarter 
sessions, where acts of vagi am y were 
proved to have been commiued. It was 
ad.niued, on all bands, that something 
must be done*^ although this Bill was ao 
much opposed. He thonghi a sufficient 
case was made out to jastffy the House in 
passing it, 

Mr. Hurst was ready to admit, that it 
was necessary that something should be 
done to pteserve the peace of Ireland ; 
but what be objected to waSi» *hat, with¬ 
out any information having been lud be¬ 
fore the House, of any attempt being 
made to sueng^toa fbe police ,of Ireland, 
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(h« ese bad baen laid to the root of the 
greit balwark of the coDbtilaiion in that 
country, the trial by Jury. 

Mr. F. Mome admitted, that many let* 
teia aud dooumenta had been lead ui the 
House to make out the case fot this Bill; 
but there weie documents to which 
the House would not have recourse, hr 
contended, before the House was called 
upon to adopt the Bill, these documents 
should have been submitted to a commit* 
tec At present be did not think sufti* 
(Kut giouiid had been stated for agreeing 
to the nieasuie. 

Ml iiutlemorth said, that no person 
would kcl more reluctance than he should, 
tn taking away horn any cl tss of his Ma¬ 
jesty's sul)j(cN any of those rights, to 
winch tiny wire entitled by the constitu¬ 
tion Theie were ca-es, however, in 
which he uiideistoud, from politicil rea¬ 
sons, the trial by jury was nut always the 
most tilectuai mode nt i btainin,^ public 
justice He had ticeiveil a lettri from a 
cut respondent in the lounly of Loiigfoid, 
which mentioned that a jui\, lonsisting 
ul ten Ca'hultct, and two I'lotcstants, had 
been (hosen to try sonic persons of the 
( atholic persuasion 1 hough the case 
was peifectly rleai, and the judae bid so 
stated it to the juiy, the ten Catholics 
would not agrie to a veiilict of guilty, 
aurl, as the two PioUstarits would not 
consent to a veitbct of ai qniltal, in a cise 
that was, to them, perhitlv lieai, the 
jury was obliged to be dim fiaiged 

borne clauses weie then added to the 
Bill, by way of iider, and an Amendment 
of Mi.J P Grant, limiting theopeiationof 
the Bill to one yeai, instead of thiee, was 
rejected without a division. The Bill 
was then vead a thud time, and passed. 

Vote or Creoit "j The Chancellor of 
the Bxchvijnei moved the order of the 
day, foi the House lesolvmg into a Com¬ 
mittee on the Prince Regent’s Message, 
respecting a Vote of Credit. The ques¬ 
tion having been put, 

Mr. H^^tbfead said, he should have 
Imped, that the right bon. gentleman 
would have stated to the House some 
ground foi this vote. Excepting last 
yeai, when the vote of credit was five 
niilhons; the three preceding years, this 
vote had been but three millions, and this 
was at times of great difficulty, and when 
emei gencies might have been expected. 
At the present period, no emergencies 
were to be apprebended>-«iM>circttQist«oce 
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was extifibg in the world, in fact, which 
could make it necessary, that so large a 
sum as that which had been uitimati 
the right hoA. gentleman, should be 
placed at the disposal of the crown He 
knew of no hostilities which existed, oi^ 
could be anticipated, except the war with 
America; and the character of that war 
svSs not of a nature which could require 
the expenditure of any very great sums. 
While upon the subject of America, he 
thought It expedient to ask the light bon. 
gentleman, whether any negociatioits were 
going on, with respect to that country? 
and whether any persons had been ap¬ 
pointed to meet the Ameiican deputies at 
Gottenborgb, with a view, if pos>>ib]e, of 
putting an end to the war, without a fur¬ 
ther eflusinn of blood / That auch nego- 
ciatioiis weie going on, would be a fact 
extremely pleasing for the Huust to hear. 
Theic was another point, to whiih he 
was also desirous of advening, and that 
was, tbi fait of a large British army 
being yet employed in ihi Low Cuun- 
tiies, the whole of which wis placed un¬ 
der the lomm ind of the beredit ny Pi nice 
of Otaiige lie thought some giound 
ought to be staled, why the com¬ 
mand of tluse tioops was taken fiom 
British uilicers, and giien to the Prince 
ol Oiange. With respect to Sicily, too, 
this was a suhjt ct which required atten¬ 
tion , and he could not In Ip expressing e 
hipt, that, at the approaching CongresV, 
seme ti presentative born the Genoese 
states would be allowed to be present, atf 
as to have an npportontfy of pleading the 
cause of th it republic. To return to 
America, be hid heard that, ol late, a 
mode of waiiare had luen ailopted iii that 
country, under sir Vlexandtr Cochrane, 
which he coiiRidind not a legitimate one, 
and which, he b ared, would lecoil, in the 
most disastious luatiui i, on our i.oIonies. 
He alluded to pn ilunaiions which, he 
undersioo I, had been issued, R|)iufically 
inciting the iitgroes of 4meiica to rise 
and revolt against tin 11 misters, ond he 
held in bis hand a pt ot lauution, which 
indirectly held i»i that ineilement, by 
inviting peisons eiitiei to enter the Britnh 
rtavy. Of, it they did not like that, pro¬ 
mising ibetn settlements in the l^itish co¬ 
lonies. He hoped, that th^e pioclama- 
tions would be disavowtd by his M qisiy*! 
government, as they were not legitimate 
weapons of war. In conclusion, he trusted 
the right bon. the Chancellor of the £bc- 
chequer wottld ^ve some explanntion be- 
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fefd th« 'l^alcMr Iftfi tti0 Qb»ir, wkiefa 
would ‘the House, thut the tota he 
WM id»ohfirto propoee, ww n«c«eaaryoii 
feittMtion of a£Miri. 

TW Chiat6tUar of the Exchequer said, 
that if the oouhtry had be«i in an Mtual 
•IMia of peace, aome jnstificatioh might bo 
« 00 eesary for fM^opofing the vote, ^e 
•mount of which woo not ^’ot under ctm* 
•ideration, bet whieh he had no beaitation 
in atnting, would be three miUbna. The 
war with America, would, of Uaelf, be con* 
fidered a niAoient ground for placing this 
•um at the disnoaal of the crown. That 
thif WM a war by no means of ahrtfling or 
ioetguiftoaot description, bo believed the 
House would edmit j and, be apprehended, 
it would be conceded witb^eal ueediness, 
it wts a war which might call for the as* 
aiftance of very great resources; oonse* 
quently, the proposal which be should 
anahe in the committee, would stand fully 
justified. Independent of this, however, 
those who had oi: mrved the state of Eu* 
rope, must have remarked, that we bed 
not yet arrived at that state of ultimate 
aecttrity, which usually succeeded the 
eigning of a definitive treaty. It was a 
matter of public notoriety, that the future 
state of Europe, was a subject which had 
yat to undergo discussion et the approach* 
log Congress; and, on such an occasion, 
he need hardly say it would be prudent 
to place the crown of this country in such 
• situation as would enable it to support 
its interests with vigour and efiect.—The 
hoo, gentleman had animadverted upon 
the employment of a British army in the 
{ 4 >w Countries. He apprehended, how* 
ever, thal neither the House nor the country 
toQold think the government could be jnsti* 
dad in leaving our old idlieein that quarter 
of tfao world unprotected, until the final set* 
tiement of the definitive treaty bad taken 
place. And, he believed, the House and 
the country would be as little disposed to 
object to the nomination of ^e illuslrioas 
chtwaoter, who bad been alludod to, to the 
comoMnd oi that army; the more espe^ 
oially when it wia icoollecM, not alone, 
that bo was oeady allied to the royal 
fiMniiy of Great Britain, but, that bo bad 
niceiv^ both hie mHitgry and poKtioal 
ddtMtodon under British anspiem. He 
thau|| ht » more beeonimg proof of omr 
ooefidfliiien m that angest prinoo oenld not 
havo 6e«a ^given, than the appenteaent 
which he had iweived. With sespecito 
the particular #or}uiry which had been 

laade, as to tlw wum of the vote of 
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crailtl,,he eonsidered it neoBsiary to recall 
to the reeoHection of the House, that a 
great prqKirtioa of the sabsidy to our 
aUiei bed not yet been paid; and upon 
reference to the treaty at Chaamon4 it 
would be seen, that we bad engagetl to 
guarantee to Russia nine months, and to 
Austria and Prussia seven months pay to 
their troops. We had also to pay the 
armies of Spain ^nd Portugal, which had 
not yet reached their own countries, and 
the expenses of which could not at present 
be specially stated. These were circum* 
stances, which, combined with those he 
bid previously stated, he imagined, would 
induce parliament to tbrak, that the vote 
be intended to move in the committee, 

I would be neither exorbitant nor unne* 
cessary. 

Mr. Tierjietf thought, that if any money 
was wanted for the pay of the troops in 
our service, it should have been made a 
part of the army extraordinaries. The 
other reason assigned for this vote, that of 
enabling the noble lord to appear with 
proper importance at the approaching 
Congress, be conndered the worst reason 
which could be assigned; for, in his esti* 
matton, in point of principle, it was ex* 
tremely objectionable, that a plenipoten* 
tiary should have a large sum at bis 
command. Upon the whole, bo believed 
this to be but a rooud-aboot way of adding 
to the army extraordinaries. He, how* 
ever, ventured to express a hope, that no 
delay would take place in the next sesaieu 
of parliament, in arranging e peace cstab* 
lishmeut; and that the whole mate of the 
finances of the country, would be sob* 
raitted to the investigation of a committee. 
It was extremely important, that the eouu* 
try should know, as soon ae possible^ 
^ whether the Income*tex was to be con* 
tinuod; for although thk ewsaciveam* 
stance which he did not eansider very 
lihelyt yet the doubt which existed upon 
the eubject, placed the landed inters^ 
ondff very fmnliar embarrassmeots, in 
consequence of many leases having «x* 
ptred, whieb could not be renewed under 
the nooertaintu which peevailed on Ibis 
head. 

Lord CesfierMgft observed, that bis r^t 
bon. friend, the Cbeneeliiw of the Eid* 
chequer, had given a nary oottect outiine 
of the dyvMMtanfies uiMMr which the in* 
tended vote of credit wae to M suhmiHcd 
to the Hoose. The whr wUh America 
wonld foqnive to be cawiedon with extra* 
onBnnry vsgonrj enddeinajf4s,of nxen* 
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leaded deioriptioD, might, in cooMiqaefiee, 
becMse necessary on the Treasury. There 
was another branch, bowerer, to which it 
wosextremely important to call their atten* 
tion. The other side of theHouse seemed 
to conclude, that the moment peace was 
established, ali further solicitode abould 
cease. It should be recollected, however, 
that the whole state of Europe was yet to 
be discussed; and that, although there was 
every mmal certainty of a satisfactory 
peace being finally concluded, it WM 
both wise and politic, that wo ^ould be 
prepared, in the event of other results, to 
maintain our own power and dimity with 
becoming strength. It should also be 
recollected, that at the treaty of Chaumont, 
exclusive of our contribution of soldiers, 
an engagement had been entered into by 
this country, to furnish a subsidy propor* 
tionate to the troops of the other powers ; 
and a convention had since been entered 
into between the four powers, Russia, 
Prussia, Austria, and Great Britain, which 
had not yet been exchanged, and which, 
of consequence, he had not been able to 
lay before parliament, in which this agree* 
ment had been again recognised—[Mr. 
Whitbread here asked across the table, 
what was the date of this convention 1] 
He did not exactly recollect the date, but 
he should be able to state it before he left 
the House. This fact, however, added to 
the policy of being prepared for tbe worst, 
lie trosted, would operate as a sufficient 
ground for the vote in question. With 
respect to the general state of the negocia* 
tion with America, he bad to observe, that 
commissioners had been nominated by 
this country, and were proceeding to the 
place appointed for meetriig tbe deputies. 
He knew of no unnecessary delay to their 
immediately commencing their functions; 
but when be last heard from Paris, he 
anderatood M. Galletin had net left that 
city. With respect to tbe proclamation 
of sic Alexander Cochrane, inviting the 
blacks to revolt against their Ameficao 
ttastem, be believed no such document 
te be in existence, aHbougb be did eii^r* 
stand, that in consequence of aevmrai per* 
sons resident in America, having express* 
ed a desire to place themselves under 
Btitidt protmstion, a proclamation 
been issued, o0errng them an asylum in 
tbe British eolooiea As to Sicily, be was 
not able to atate what system bis Majesty's 
govunment might bereafier deetn it ex¬ 
pedient to reconmend with respect to ibis 
vlaad. 
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Mr. conld not oetnprdbeod 

from the ef the taehle lord* efae 

necessity which mcisMl fisr keeping up • 
great armament;, aadar aha present ciix 
cuBMtances of Europe, XMenoontry wae 
at peace with aH the fhaat European 
powers; all faeatiUtiea mi ceeaed; and, 
unless it was dreadedi that noma of them 
intended to recar to tfafosa prhwjples of 
aggrandisement end ambUraib which had 
proved so fhtal to the repbse of the WirMii 
and which were generally aoppotad 4a 
have been overthrown, where was ^ 
necessity for maintaining an extenawo 
armed force ? Far his part, he saw noihiag 
in tbe conduct of any of the European 
powers, to juaUfy this country in going to 
a great expense, for the purpose of sup* 
porting any part of the projeoted anon,, 
menu The noble lord said, that a con* 
vention had been entered into; however, 
as it was not yet ratified, he could not give 
the House any specific information rela¬ 
tive to it; but, in the next session it 
should be laid before parliament. Now, 
in his opinion, the noble lord might, on 
the present occasion give an outline of it. 
Surely he could state to tbe House, what 
force was intended to be kept op—what 
expense this country was to bear—and 
what was tbe object of this general arUHi- 
ment. The public natarally looked with 
great anxiety towards the ensuing Con¬ 
gress; and, be hoped, when tbe nabla 
lord returned from it, be would be able to 
place Ills hand on bia heart, and say, that 
he haddone bis duty to this country; .and 
that the other powem had shewn a pnrfedt 
wilHngoetB to conform to these attunge- 
meats which the interests of maakind re¬ 
quired. He looked for the amelioratioii 
of those kingdoms that had been oppre8sed> 
and which ought to be restored. He looked 
to Ibe freedom of that struggling coaotry^ 
Norway, than which no nation had ever 
hcCn treated with mere indignity or injus- 
ctea 1 He trusted that the definitive treaty 
would be of that honourable charaotar, 
vrhich would add spiendoor to the kiilary 
of this country, and would be consiAtc^ 
with the dignity of all the powers engaged. 
He hoped tbe spoliation of Gunaa would 
not be permitted; and he islMtCd the res* 
toration of Poland would 'bu aiktemptet}. 
He should be happy to‘ see Finland giren 
up, as tbe means of saving Norway. The 
atmexation of that enomry to Swedeui if 
not the grossest adt of tyranny and injea* 
tioe ever perpetrated, poKticalljr 
speakings with regard to Great Brstein, 
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me of ihe mmrt; drcatnstancei that coaid 
have hft|tp#h4l '4a her. He had been 
drawn iatif these observations, because he 
thoald be glad to Inee the fullest informa* 
taon On these inteVestiiig subjects, at a mo* 
nent when they were in the Vonstant 
babitof congratulating each other on their 
improved condition, when the common 
routine of conversation turned upon the 
public rejoicings,—and when they were 
about to witness the final spectacle, repre* 
aenting every thing that was magnificent, 
in honour of the peace. He should be 
glad to know, what weight of subsidy 
jmgland was to bear, instead of furnishing 
her quota of troops. At the same time, 
aituated as this country now was, he did 
not think any want of military force could 
be pleaded, as creating a necessity for the 
aubaidy. He had heard a report, within a 
few hours, that a number of Prussian troops 
had been taken into our pay to send to 
America; on this point also, he desired 
explanation. 

Lord Castlereagh was sure, the bon. 
gentleman woul<i have occused him of 
making a very bad bargain, if be had 
agreed to send out British troops to the 
continent, instead of paying an equivalent. 
With respect to llie present state of 
Europe, what he said was, that this coiin» 
try shoiiUI Inot, on account of the peace, 
dismiss all precaution; he never meant to 
insinuate, that they should entertain any 
alarm, or harbour any ^>uspicion, as to the 
permanency of the present pacification. 
Tberf was, in the very nature of the state 
of Europe, at this moment, suHicient ground 
to call for, and justify, a very large ex¬ 
penditure ; and the convention was en¬ 
tered into for the mutual accommodation 
of all. It was considered equitable, that 
dn expense, incurred for the benefit of all, 
should be defrayed in equal proportions.* 
The bon. gentleman should recollect, that 
there was a great part of Europe at present 
occupied provisionally, In this situation 
were some of the countries on the left 
bank of the Rhine, as well as territories 
beyond that river. There was also a 
portion of Italy, and the entire kingdom 
of Piedmont, thus situated. The king of 
Sardinia, to whom the latter territory be- 
lonij^d, if he were put in immediate pos- 
seiMOn of it, had no troops tq, guard it. 
It was therefore provisionally occupied 
by Austrians; and, at Genoa, this Country 
had, be boiteved, a small force. But the 
whole of the terotories which had changed 
niatteri, and i^fich were subject to the 
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approaching discussions at Vienna, must 
necessarily be occupied, on a very large 
scale, until their situ.ition was defiuiiiveiy 
settled. It would be unfair, that any par¬ 
ticular power, should be obliged to bear 
the expense consequent on this occupation; 
and, therefore, it was deemed advisable, 

■ bat the four great powers should, by the' 
convention of Chaumont, equally support 
the necessary armament. What he had 
stated, sufficiently shewed the ground on 
which it was judged expedient to keep a 
great military force on the continent. 
With respect to the question which the 
hon. gcntiemaii had asked, as to the 
amount of sub'-idy to be paid by this 
country, he declined to answer it; be¬ 
cause it was not cunsistent with any prin¬ 
ciple of common sense, that the llotise 
should be put in possession of one fact, 
when they could not examine and discuss 
the whole subject fairly. It was much 
more constitutional to leave the biiciuess 
in the hands of his Mujesty^s mini'lers, 
who were bound to lay the entire subject 
before parliament as soon as circunihtanres 
permitted. This was his only reason fur 
refusing the inlormatiun ; fur, he believed, 
when parliament were acquainted with 
the convention, they would not be dis¬ 
pleased with it. There was nothing in 
the general slate of Europe caleiiiated to 
excite alarm in this country; and he was 
convinced, that the same honourable prin¬ 
ciples which guided the confederacy in a 
long and arduous struggle, would distin¬ 
guish their conduct in what remained to 
be done. As it was bis wish, so it would 
be his endeavour, to prevent any ant that 
would disgrace the close of their career. 

Mr. I’iernry enquired, whether the con¬ 
vention could not be laid before parlia¬ 
ment, prior to the termination of the 
session ? 

Lord Cas<ilrrrag&—The time will not 
admit of it. 

Mr. Tiern^ wished to know, whether 
any part of the expense which Great Bti- 
tam was accountable for, under the con¬ 
vention, had been provided fur under the 
estimates already disposed of 2 

Lord Caailtreagh' and, certainly, as far 
as any British "troops were at present 
serving on the continent, they were pro¬ 
vided tor in the present year. 

Mr. TVernty—Then it appeared that 
part of this expense was provided for in 
the present, and part most be made good 
in the ensuing session. Now, ontil ihnt 
period arrived, a groat expqndiiore would 
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be made by government, of which the 
country would not know a single word. 
If the noble lord had stated the fact sooner, 
perhaps some discussion might have taken 
lace, and some useful information have 
een elicited. In his opinion, some state* 
ment ought to be made to the House on the 
suhfect. 

Lord Caulereagh said, tliere was no in* 
stance where information of the descrip* 
tioii alluded to bad been laid before the 
House, in the manner now called for. It 
could only be dune in the way be had 
stated. Until the arrangement was in a 
shape to bt* coiiMdoretl, until the whole 
convention wai, regularly cooimunicated 
to the House, the intuimatiou demanded 
could not be submiUed to them. It was 
suiTicieni foi him to state, that the situation 
of J<Iurope WAS surh as reiuieied it ueces- 
saiy, that a large toice should snll be kept 
up, the expense of which was to be de*' 
frayed by a joint roninbulion. 

Mr. Ttenicy did not mean to doubt, the 
propriety of tiie airangement made by 
the allied powers, but when this tountry 
was bound to sustain u heavy expense, he 
should be glad to have heard some speniic 
statement on the subject. No intimation 
had belure been given, that soeh a con¬ 
vention was about to be concluded. The 
noble loid, had said, there never was a 
case, where information was granted, 
under such circumsiances. But he would 
ask, was there ever a case, where the peo¬ 
ple were told to rejoice for a general peace; 
and, between the comment eineni and the 
termination of their rejoicings, it was 
notified to them, that a new convention 
had been entered into, by whiih it would 
be necessary to continue a war expen¬ 
diture ? 

Mr. Wnithreadsnii desirous to have more 
direct information, with respect to the 
American negotiation, than the noble lord 
bad given to the House. With respect to 
Mr. Gallatin, he might have remained at 
Paris, under the impression that commis¬ 
sioners were not yet appointed by this 
country; therefore, his delay in that 
capital ought not to have prevented this 
government from making the necessary 
arrangements. He wished to learn, whe¬ 
ther this country shewed an alacrity to 
make peace with America? The impres¬ 
sion certainly was, that a backwardness 
Was manifested by this goveinment, in 
meeting the gentlemen appointed on be¬ 
half of the Americans, and who had been 
for a long time in Europe, He CQuld very 

(’VOL. xxvm.) 
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well understand the necessity of kiecping 
up a force on the continent, for the pio- 
tcutioii of territories, not yet, definitively 
settled ; but when tite noble lord spoke of 
it as an armament fur the common safety, 
it appeared to him as if some enemy was 
in existence, against whom it was neces¬ 
sary to make head. After the treaty of 
Ubaumont, it might be right to keep up a 
great force for the purpose oi preventing 
France from breaking that treaty; but 
the state of things being now entirely 
altered, he could not see the necessity for 
the great aimament spoken of by the 
noble lord. 

Lord Casilereat'h said, if the lion, gentle* 
man supposed that any thing he had said, 
was aimed invidiously at any power-—if, 
for instance, he thought that his expres¬ 
sions pointed at France, be was utterly 
mistaken in imputing to him such an in¬ 
tention. The armament, he must again 
observe, w'as incidental to that state of 
things, ill which the war was terminated. 
With resfieci to the American commission¬ 
ers he could assure the bon. gentleman, 
that there was no defir iency in alacrity, 
on the pari of the British government to 
meet them. They had leguUted the de¬ 
parture of the commissioners from this 
country, with reference to the time at 
which the American commissioners would 
ariive at the place of destination. 

Air f^'llba/orcc expressed his hope, that 
an opportuniiy would present itself at the 
approaching congress, of considering the 
condition of all the powers of Europe, in 
a more extensive manner than had occur¬ 
red since the treaty of Westphalia, the 
state of Poland would form a part of their 
deliberations. He could rnt but hope, 
also, that on any occasion wlicie the inte¬ 
rests of that counlii should be dot us-ed, 
all the weight and influence of this, which 
must now he undoubtedly great, would be 
thrown into the scale in us behalf. He 
had al way’s consideied the pi.itition of Po¬ 
land as the foulest blot in the character of 
modern Europe; and, he was persuaded^ 
there was no subject in which the people 
of this country would lake a more lively 
interest than in the future coudltion of 
that kingdom. His noble friend was al¬ 
most too young to remember tbe sertsatiuu 
excited in this country at the period of (he 
last partition in 1792; but be, (Mr. W.) 
well lemembered the lively fcchugs that 
were entertained by all tlasst-s, and the 
spontaneous meetings which were held on 
th^ opcasidiw, As.a raelubcr of the Sri* 
(3G) • 
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tub pariiancot, be shoold not thinb be 
discharged his doty, if bo did not call 
upon tiM government to eicert all its inSu' 
ence at the Congress, in behalf of that un¬ 
happy country. 

Mr. N. Vaivert did not mean to defend 
the partition of Poland; but he would 
rather that country should remain in its 
present situation, than that its former ty¬ 
rannical feudal government should be re¬ 
stored. Under such a government, ra¬ 
tional creatures never could be happy. 

Mr. Whitbread begged to remind the 
bon. gentleman, that, at the period of the 
infamous partition of Poland, the feudal 
government had been overthrovi'n. It was 
ip defence of the reformed government, 
by which the crown was rendered heredi¬ 
tary, and the representation of the people 
‘%as established by law, that the brave 
Poles had shed their blood. 

Mr. Wilbejforce supported this observa¬ 
tion, and 't^Qoted the sentiments of Mr. 
3u)ke on the subject. That great man 
conirasted the 1 rench with the Polish re- 
Toluiion, and said of the latter,—" Here is 
an inslanre of a revolution, accomplished 
without bloodshed—a revolution which is 
likely to procure for these people all the 
blessings derivable from the principles of 
the British constitution.’' 

3Wr. N, Calvert was not perfectly con¬ 
versant with the historical fact; but he 
believed the Polish constitution was mere¬ 
ly ephemeral j it never assumed any pow¬ 
erful consistence. 

Mr. Whithead, IIow could it exist, 
when Russia, Prussia, and Austria, were at 
its throat } 

The Speaker then left the ebair. In 
the committee, the ('hancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer moved for the sum of 3,00O,(M)Of. 
to enable his Majesty to meet such de¬ 
mands as the urgency of afiairs may re» 
quire.—Agreed to. 

Aliens Act Repeal Bill.] The 
House went into a f ommittee on this Bill: 

Mr. Whitbread stated his'liable objection 
to tlie principle of the measure, as one 
which ho thought <]uite unnecessary in the 

f iicsent .state of Europe, and which was 
iable to be perverted to so many grievous 
abu>ts. He adduced, as one instance of 

e abuse, a case which he held in his 
, of a person keeping a house of pub¬ 
lic reception at Gravesend. This person 
complained that an alien oi&ce was esta- 
bhstied at a nei^hboming tavern, in con- 
Ipquence of which foreigners, when thoy 
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arrived, resorted there, onder the idea 
that it was necessary to do so, to the great 
detriment and injury of his, the com¬ 
plainant’s business. He was sure that in 
mentioning this case to the right hon. 
gentleman, be would take the proper steps 
for enquiring into it. 

Mr. H. Addington said, that the case 
alluded to by the hon. member, had come 
to bis knowledge for the first time that 
day, and that orders had been issued to 
examine into the truth of it. Upon the 
clause empowering the Secretary of 
State to issue his order for placing an 
alien in the custody of his messengers, 
upon the mere presumption that the alien 
was not likely to obey any osder or pro¬ 
clamation for removal, some conversa¬ 
tion arose. Mr, Whitbread and Mr. R. 
Smith opposed it a.s a dangerous and un¬ 
necessary stretch of power, totally un¬ 
called for by the present condition of Eu¬ 
rope, while Mr. II. Addingtouand Mr. Peel 
defended it as a necessary measure of pre¬ 
caution. After some further discussion, in 
which the Attorney and Solicitor-General, 
and Mr. Stephen, participated, the clause 
was postponed. I’he other clausc-s then 
went through the committee, nith&ome 
amendments ; and the House having re¬ 
sumed, the Report was received, t»td was 
ordered to be taken into further considera- 
tion on Ihiday. 


IfOrSE OF LORDS. 

Tkunday, July 21. 

Bank. Restbiction Bill.] Upon the 
motion for the third reading of this Bill, 

Tht Earl of Lauderdale took the oppor¬ 
tunity of expressing his hope, that this 
system of restriction would speedily cease, 
and that the country would be restored to 
its ancient circulation, upon the restora¬ 
tion of peace. He hoped, that his Majes¬ 
ty’s ministers would on this occasion give 
some promise to the House, that this sub¬ 
ject should meet the early attention of the 
next session of parliament, and that though 
ministers had the power which they had 
already thought proper to exercise, by 
drawing from the Bank of England 
400,000/. it was an authority which would 
never be exercised but under the most 
urgent necessity. 

The Earl of Liverpool said, Uiat peculiar 
circumstances rendered the continuance of 
these restrictions nccessaiy for some time 
longer, on account of foreign bills unpaid, 
and subsidiary grants iwlttlhlled; but if 
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gold and siWer had fallen so much, not¬ 
withstanding the circumstances he had 
mentioned, it would, in the course of six or 
seven months be better attested by ex¬ 
perience, whether the system so often re¬ 
commended by the noble lord, or that 
which had been pursued, was most likely 
to be the most beneticial for the country. 
However desirable, after these inconve¬ 
niences were removed, it might be to re¬ 
turn to the ancient system of circulation, 
it was a step which most be taken with 
due caution, and not too precipitately. 
With respect to the 400,(XK)/, winch mi- 
nisteis had thought proper, on the most 
extraordinary occasion, to employ for the 
service of the country, it was a measure 
certainly that would never be reaoiled to 
but when emergent necessity, like the 
past, required it, and when it was likely to 
produce eH'ects similar to those which had 
lately justifled it. lie agreed with the 
noble lord on the propriety of taking an 
eaily period of the next session to call 
the attention of parliament to this sys^m 
of restiiclion. 

The Hill was then nad the third time 
and passed. 

Tin, PitiNCBss CiuntoTTF or Wale'.] 
l*’arl Stanhope observed, that the House 
stood summoned for to-ninrrow, on a mo¬ 
tion of an illustrious duke who was now 
severely indisposed. Some observations 
liad yesterday been made upon the sub> 
ject, which bis lordship had felt it liisduty 
to communicate to his royal highness as 
well as his memory would allow, thinking 
it but fair* to an absent individual. Hia 
lordship had received an answer, stating, 
that il his health were sut.h as to allow 
him, his royal highness would attend in 
his place this evening, adding, that he 
should be extremely unwilling twice to 
call upon the House. HU lordship under¬ 
stood that to mean, that his royal high¬ 
ness would be unwilling to fix his motion 
again, and then again, from illness, to be 
obliged to postpone it. Not seeing the 
illustrious duke in hU place, it was to be 
presumed that his illness prevented his at¬ 
tendance ; and, in such a caspi Mpnday 
or Tuesday were named, as days which 
might be appropriated to the motion. 
Under tUe.se circumstances, bis lordship 
conceived, that he was sufficiently autho¬ 
rised to relieve their lordships from the 
trouble of attending to-niorrow. He, 
therefore, although he had no anxiety upon 
the question, suggested that the mption for 
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summoning the House for to morrow should 
be discharged, and that it should be fixed 
for Tuesday next. At all events, the 
summoning of the House on that day 
would be proper, since, if iits royal high¬ 
ness were not then able to attend, there 
was a Bill to be read whiOh deserved the 
most ser^ious attention. 

The order for summoning the Peers to¬ 
morrow was then discharged, and it was 
ordered that the Peers should be summoned 
for Tuesday. 

Irish Preservation or the Peacs 
Bill.J Upon tbe order of the day iur 
the second reading of this Bill, 

Viscount SidmoiUh shonly stated the 
regret he entertained, that any necessity 
should exist for this measure; because 
nothing but necessity could render it ex-> 
pedient. There were, however, districts 
in Ireland, where such a system of terror 
and outrage prevailed, as to stop the ad¬ 
ministration of justice, and to suspend the 
functions of country magistrates. Some¬ 
times the demand was, that a certain rent 
should be given, and those who dared to 
give a higher rent, were exposed to the 
dreadful punishment of raiding; and, at 
other times, such persons incurred the pu¬ 
nishment of death. The present Bill ena¬ 
bled the lord lieutenant of Ireland, with 
the advice of his council, to declare these 
disti icts in a state of outrage; and to send 
a magistrate, and extra constables from 
Dublin, to put in force those laws which 
the local magistrates were afraid to exe¬ 
cute. He moved, that the Bill be read 
the second time, 

TJie Earl of Caryifort approved highly 
of this measure, on account of its temjier 
and moderation. It was unlike those vio¬ 
lent measures resorted to by former admi¬ 
nistrations, which were calculated to op¬ 
press, at least, the lower order ul the sub¬ 
jects of that kingdom, and consequently 
to do injury to the interests of tbe whole 
empire, and tended, in their cumsequences, 
to make the government of Ireland one of 
the worst which existed. With all his 
apprnbaiion of thepiesent Bill, there were 
certain parts of it which might have b> "'i 
expressed with more accuracy and pro- 
pi lety. 

Ihc Earl of Urnenck could not, a* con¬ 
nected with Ireland, permit soiii*- t spres- 
sions of the noble earl, to p.i-> «n<i'eiy 
unnoticed. With lespect to hnoor mea¬ 
sures, which were termid noUnt, thiy 
aroae out o£ causea which leudeteu thtiu 
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hidispencably QeeeftMiy. The twbld earl 
bad #aid, the^otrernment of Ireland was 
one of tbe worst; but be would ask how, 
when, and where? If the noble earl 
thonght so; why did he not rise in his 
qplace, and arraign that government i As, 
tn the Sill, with all bis respect for the ta< 
lents and disposition of the noble viscount, 
be was extremely doubtful, that on ac* 
count of its leniency, it would not have 
the desired eftecl. ‘ 

The Bill was then read the second time, 
dnfl ordered to be committed to>raorrow. 


BOUSE OF COMM01S8. 

Thursday, July 21. 

ParwcEss or Wales’s Annuity 
ffhe House having resolved itself into a 
Committee on the Princess of Wales’s An¬ 
nuity Bill, 

Mr- TmjfKV proposed that the words 
** during the life of her Royal Highness,*’ 
be left nut, and the woids ** for the joint 
lives of her Royal Highness and bis Ma¬ 
jesty,” be sulistitiitfd. 

Lord Vastlereasfh said, that the proposed 
anaetidmem was consistent with the other 
rovisions of the Bill, and he had, f«r 
imself, no objt'ction to it. But there 
was a diOiculty wiiichr perhaps, some of 
the gentleman o))pntite to him could re¬ 
move; that, as the Bill had been commu- 
bleated to the Princess of Wales in its 
present state, via. as a grant for life, he 
should feel some reluctance to agree to nar¬ 
row that grant without the consent of her 
Koyanitglineas. It was never intended 
to convey, by the Bill, the idea that the 
proposed grant of SS.OOOf a vear, would 
bo a suitable income tor her Royal High¬ 
ness, when she had ascended the throne, 
as her revenue would tlien necessarily 
come under the consideration of parlia¬ 
ment, in the arrangements for the settling 
tlic civil list on that occasion. However, 
it might be the wish of her Royal High¬ 
ness to retain the 3,5.0001. a year, as an 
independent provision for life; 8tld,ifthat 
that was the case, it would, of course, be 
taken into the consideration of parliament 
,4n those arrangements. He suggested, 
that the best course would be, if the right 
<bMi« gentleman was not authorised, on the 
pant- of the Ptiucess, to conntnt to the 
Amendment, to postpone it until the third 
readingc 

Mr.‘ J%r*gl*said, that his object was, 
ibat 4he Hnoae should not be entrapped 
into a recognititWi tiuit a separation eaEhit- 
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ed between the King and Qi»en of these 
realms. 

Lord Castlareagh said, that it was not 
possible for the House to recognise a fact 
which could not exist* 

Mr. Tkrney observed, that it would be, 
in effect, a recognition that such a separa¬ 
tion might, and Would, exint. when the 
Prince and Princess of Wales aasended 
the throne. 

Lord Cnstlereagh remarked, that he 
knew not how it was possible to guard 
these illustrious persons against such a 
calamity, even after such an event. 

Mr. Tierney observed, that it was no 
great matter that the Prince and Princess 
of Wales could not meet in the same 
room; but it would be most calamitous 
that the King and Queen could not sit on 
the same thi one. 

I'he converbaiion then dropped. 
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Friday, July 2'i. 

Irish Assault'. Bit i .1 The House 
went into a CoinmiUec on the Irish As¬ 
saults Bill. A lung conversation took 
place, as to the wording of the Bill, be¬ 
tween the eul of liiiudeidale, lord Redes- 
dale, lord Holland, the Lord Chancellor, 
and the earl of Litncrick. In the course 
of It, lord Reilehdale, to shew the disposi¬ 
tion of the lower class of tbo people of 
Ireland, mentioned a circumstance of his 
observing some men be.aing another; 
and, on his enquiring the eause, he was 
informed, that it was because the man 
they weie beating was a taylor ; and it 
turned out, that they had been assaulted 
by some taylor, and had, therefore, come 
to the determination of beating every tay¬ 
lor ijbey met with. Loid Holland, in ibe 
course of the conversation, observed, upon 
the anomaly of applying these kind of 
Bills to Ireland alone, and remarked, that 
if that principle were to be acted upon, 
they ought to go into an enquiry as to the 
necessity- for such measuies, and the 
causes of that necessity* I* was at length 
agreed, that the Chairman should leave 
the chair, and the committee sit again on 
a future day. 

Spain,} Lord HoOand, seeing *he no¬ 
ble lord in bis place, rose to ask a question 
relative to a story which was fo circulation, 
namely, that three persons, who bad been 
under what he should call penwcution in 
Spain, far political stfienoes, had taken re- 



PetiitonsioaboIithtn^omentforlMil. JutirSS, t8I4<. 


{jM 


fagft in Gibraltar.'and had b^eiit by the 
aothorities there, delivered tip to the Spa¬ 
nish government. Now, there was na 
treaty between this country and Spain, 
by which we were under any obligation 
to give these persons up; and, without 
any such obligation, he haidiy thought 
the circumstances such as to call upon us 
to delivL’i them up. He wished to know 
iiom the noble loid, whether it was true, 
that these persons had so taken refuge, 
and had been so deliveied up; and, if de- 
liveied up, whether that was in conse* 
tjnenco oi any orders from this country. 

The fcarl of Liverpool knew nothing at 
all about the titcumslanccs in any oflicial 
way, so as to luduce him to believe that 
the stoiy was true, ft was impossible for 
him, theieioie, to say with certainty, 
whether these persons had, or had not, 
taken lelugc at Gibialtar; oi had, or had 
not, been delivered up. Dut one thing 
Ik could most certain!) say, and that was, 
that no orders to deliver them up, bad 
been sent from this country. 

Clouoestfr Csoi I Earl Stanhope 
said, that he had some other petitions to 
piesent, from prisoners conliiud in this 
extraoidiuary gaol of Gloucevter; and, 
really, the conduct of the per<.ons who 
had the charcte ot that gaol, it the allega¬ 
tions in the Pttiiious wire true, was the 
must wanton, unjust, tyrmnical, and op- 
piessive, that had ever beenheaidof. 'ihe 
petitions were fiotii tluee sev( lal persons* 
One oi them stated, that having written a 
letter to a young lady, to whom he was 
engaged, a Mr. Symmonds, who liad 
some charge in this gaol, had refused to 
let the It Iter go out wilhoul being in¬ 
spected, such, he said being bis orders. 
It was aUo st tied, that one of the pri¬ 
soners, having written a letter to his wife, 
that was not allowed to go our without 
being inspected. It was further stated, 
that a prisoner had been put in irons, for 
attempting to Pitition their lordttbip's 
House. What! a debtor put in irons, Ibr 
petitioning their lordship^s Hbuse I Was 
this England ? Why, it was hardly credi¬ 
ble. It looked as it they had been crazv, 
otherwise they could never have ventured 
to bid such open defiance of the law. 
But It was further represented, that when 
one Mogg, a respectable attorney of that 
place, called for the purpose of waiting 
upon a prisoner, who wished to consult 
bim nbout some legal business, admit¬ 
tance was refused; ‘aod* when Mogg ad¬ 


verted to the letter of lord Sidmootb» 
commanding the gaoler to allow the pri¬ 
soners to consult their legal adviscis, Mii. 
Cunningham answered, that he did not 
care for lord Sidmouth. Mogg might 
easily be examined at their lordships' bar* 
to ascertain, whether this statement was 
correct Another allegation was^ that a 
prisencr wishing to give iantmetions to bis 
attorney) relative to the procut mg an or¬ 
der from lord Ellenborough respecting 
histiial, was prevented from seeing that 
attorney ; or prevented from writing IrAa 
a letter, without its being inspected. A 
person tried and found guilty, or a verdict 
found against him, because he w'as not 
allowed to consult bis legal advisers 1 It 
could hardly he believed. He really did 
not know how their lordships felt; but tail 
had never, in his life, been more indig¬ 
nant. 

The Petitions having bean laid on the 
table, it was agreed, that they should be 
taken into consideration on Tuesday ; lord 
Stanhope engaging to give notice to Mogg 
to attend to be examined. 
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Friday, July Q‘2. 

Petitions to adoush Imprisonment 
ron Dibt on Mesne Process.] Sir F. 
Burdrit piesenied a petition from Walter 
J. lidliiwin, esi]. which, he said, contained 
the account of a c&'-e of great oppression 
under tlie present system of luipnsoninent 
for debt. The petitioner bad been arrested 
under a cbaige of debt, and had taken 
every legal means to obtain liis <lis< harge, 
yet be had been detained more than eleven 
months, although, on his liberation, the 
jiirigc said that there had been tiu ground 
whatever for bis ariest. It was too late to 
lake any measures on the subject in the 
present session; but early in the next, he 
should make some motion on the subject 
of the grievance complained of in the pe- 
tion.—The petition was read, and oidered 
to he on the tabic.—^The bon. baronet 
presented also another petition, of a simi¬ 
lar nature, from John Abraham Von la*n- 
gefke, formerly of Bremen, complaining, 
that be had been arrested in this country 
for a debt contracted at Bremen, fur whicn 
be would not have been liable in that place, 
as he had made a surrender of bis goods 
as a bankrupt, and obtained a certificate 
after tbe moaner of that country.— Or¬ 
dered to lie on table. 
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' Spanish Fugitives.] Lord Morpeth 
said, be hadtead in a morning paper, an 
accoont of three Spaniards of rank having 
been seized by the governor of Gibraltar, 
in which they had taken refuge, and dcli> 
vered op to the Spanish government. Ho 
wished to know from the noble lord oppo¬ 
site, whether any orders on the subject 
had been issued to the governor ? He also 
wished to know, whether any applications 
had been made to the Spanish government 
in favour of those persons who had acted, 
perhaps, imprudently on their ideas of li¬ 
berty ? 

Lord Catthreagh said, he was totally ig¬ 
norant of any such transaction as had been 
alluded to. The correspondence with 
Gibraltar did not come exactly within bis 
.jlepartmcnt ; but he had not beard ot it, 
«nd bis hon. fiiend (Mr. Goulbnrn) near 
him, connected with the other department, 
knew also tvothing of it. There had also 
arrived dispatches from the court of Spain 
within the last thi je days, which alluded 
to nothing of the kind. He should, how¬ 
ever, make farther enijulries on the sub¬ 
ject and communicate the result to the noble 
lord. He could state, that all the legiti¬ 
mate ioflaence this country could use with 
the court of Spain had been employed in 
ft manner which the noble lord vrouid 
highly approve of. 

GovSBNon Gobe.] Mr. wished 

to know whether it was the intention of 
the hon. gentleman opposite to make the 
motion, of which he had given notice, re- 
apeciiiig governor Gore I He was anxious 
to bring the question to a discussion in 
order perfectly to clear the character of 
that officer. 

Mr. J\ Moore said he was in expecta¬ 
tion of a petition which was to be pre¬ 
sented on the subject of Mr. Gore's go¬ 
vernment. 

Mr. Goulbum was anxious that a refuta¬ 
tion of the charges against col. Gore should 
go forth in the same session in which the 
accusation had been brought. 

Mr. Wrattalty thought the question 
ought speedily to be brought on. 

Mr. P. Moore said, that the (lostpone- 
ment of the motion had not arisen from 
any neglect of his, but from the quantity 
of information which bad poured in on 
^ him linm all quarters respecting Upper 
Canada, which caused the private injuries 
which he had at first intended to redress, 
. to merge in tifo general question. 


Mr, Onslow thought it unfair that a 
charge should be so long kept hanging 
over Colonel Gore. 

Aubns Act Replai Bill.] ^Od the 
motion for the re-commitment of this Bill, 

Mr. Whitbread wished to know, if the 
hon. gentleman had received any infer- ' 
mation respecting the Aiicn-uffire at 
Gravesend being kept at a public-house ? 

Mr. Addington said, he had received a 
letter from Mr. Walsh, inspector of aliens, 
denying that ho had been oflered or ac¬ 
cepted, any recompense for holding the 
office at a public-house. His only motive 
for having the office there, was, as he 
stated in his letter, that it was most con¬ 
venient, and was besides a saving to the 
public. 

Mr. Whitbread did not see any reason 
why the inn-keeper should have the office 
held at his house, unless he gave some 
consideration lor it. It mu»t be a source 
also of some profit to the inn-keeper. 
Every person, alien or not, upon his ar¬ 
rival, was swept into this public-house. 
He held a letter in his hand, which in¬ 
formed him, that a Mr. Woodford ofiered 
1501 . a year for having the oflice at his 
house. To this application he received 
no answer from Mr. Walsh, who, it ap¬ 
peared, if his information was correct, did 
the business by deputy, and did not ap¬ 
pear himself at Gravesend more than once 
a week. Even admitting that the oflice, 
as stated, was kept at a puhlic-housc for 
15 years, that was no reason why an abuse 
of this kind should continue. The letter 
to which he alluded was written by the 
solicitor oi Mr. Woodford. He would nut 
vouch for its truth; but the matter de¬ 
served enquiry. 

Mr. Addington did not think that the 
testimony of so respectable a man as Mr. 
Walsh should be disregarded or outweighed 
by mere assertions, of which there ap¬ 
peared no sort of proof. 

Mr. Whitbread said, this was always the 
mode of defence, when any charge was 
insmuated against a person in office. He 
was highly respectable; be was a most 
worthy and conscientious person! Alt 
men in office were, of course “ highly re¬ 
spectable and worthy;” how, then, did 
it come to pass, that defaulters were some¬ 
times found among them ? 

The Bill was ordered to be read the 
, third time to-morrow. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Saturday, July 23. 

LKTTrn FROM Mr. Hatsfll, the Clerk 
OF TiiE» House, TO the Speaker.] The 
Speaker acquainted the House, that he 
had received the following letter from 
Mr. Ilatsell, the Cleik of the House: 

*' Cotton Garden, Saturday, 23d July, 1814. 

” Sir; In consequence of the melan- 
tlioly event of the death of Mr. Ley, my 
late deputy, it having become necessarj' 
to make another arrangement of the seve* 
ral clciks attending at the table of the 
House of Comraonv, I will beg the favour 
of yon to acquaint the House, that 1 have 
appointed Jeremiah Dyson esq. (the pre¬ 
sent clcik assistant) to be my deputy, in 
the place ot the late Mr. Ley; and .fohn 
Henry Ley, esq. (the present second as¬ 
sistant clerk) to be clerk assistant, in the 
place of Mr. Dyson ; and John Kickman, 
esq. to be the second cleik assistant, in 
the place of Mr. John Henry Ley; 
and 1 hope that this arrangement and ap¬ 
pointments will bo agreeable to you. Sir, 
and will meet with the approbation of the 
House. I have the honour to he, Sir, &p. 

" J. IIaisell.^' 
The Speaker said, that if this arrange¬ 
ment was agreeable to the House, he 
should Older the cleiks to take their scats 
accordingly. (Hear, hear!)—J. Dyson, 
esq. (hen took his place a*’ cleik of the 
House ; J. 11. Ley, esq. as fi'-st clerk as- 
Fisiant ; and J. Rickman, esq. was called 
ill, and took his place as second cleik as¬ 
sistant. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Monday, July 25. 

Corn Laws.] The Earl of Ilardtckke, 
in presenting the Report from the com¬ 
mittee on the Corn Laws, said, that he re¬ 
gretted, that the time which the committee 
had been enabled to employ in the intei- 
tigation, had not been such as to justify 
them in coming to a final and conclusive 
report on the subject. He should there¬ 
fore move, that the present report be laid 
on the table, and printed, together with 
the evidence, in the intention of moving 
for another committee early in the next 
session of parliament. 

The Report was then laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed with the evi¬ 
dence. 
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Earl Stanhope then rose to propose the 
resolutions of which be had given notice. 
The subject, he observed, was so .very 
clear, and so capable of being demott- 
strated to the satisfaction of every mind, 
that he should not bare to trouble their 
lordships with many observations. As 
the report and evidence had been but 
newly laid on the table, he should not be 
able to read any extracts from it; but 
there bad been distributed copies of the 
evidence, printed without their lordships* 
consent, parts of which he should road, 
[cry of Order!] If this was disorderly, 
he would say that it was all a mistake*— 
that the evidence had not been printed— 
and that the extracts be should read as 
pait of his speech, were from the books 
themselves on the table. This, he hopeiL 
would not be disorderly. The noble eari 
then read an extract from the evidence of 
a Mr. J. Buckland, who stated, that ho 
was a farmer in Essex, and, besides holding 
land of his own, rented there 700 acres of 
the land of Mr. Western; being asked as 
to the difierence in the price of labour 
within the last twenty years, he stated, 
that in the money paid by him for 
labour on his farm, was 274/.; in the last 
year, 8 Hi/. There had been started, ob« 
sei ved the noble earl, a strange proposi* 
tion, that (he price of labour would fall ai 
coin rose. This evidence was a beautiful 
illustration ol that proposition; for while, 
by the accounts of puces at Windsor, 
ttie price of corn had doubled in the 
last 20 years, that of labour had nearly 
trebied—tlieie was nothing inverse on the 
subject. The witness, whose evidence he 
had read, had been asked, in explanation, 
whether the quantity of the land in his oc¬ 
cupation had increased, lie had answered, 
that it was the same, and that the quantity 
of labour bestowed on it had rather di¬ 
minished, as the condition of it had been 
bettered in his occupation. He also stated, 
in explanation, that in that period of 20 
years, the wages of a ploughmaii had in¬ 
creased from Is. a week, to 18s. to 20s.— 
the poors rate from 17/. 19s. to 166/, nine 
or ten times the former amount; that, 
although he had not had more work done, 
the smith's bill had been doubled; that of 
the wheelwright trebled; and that of the 
collar-maker quadrupled. In the price 
of horses there had been a prodigious in¬ 
crease : horses which then cost 22 or 23L 
each, would cost now do or 65/. eiph* 
The great Wtbed had increased from 47/. 
to l09/t The same witness bad stated. 
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of late the wages bad been dropped, 
on accout;n of a reduction in tb® price of 
corn. The whole of this evidence had 
been eonbnned by another witness, who 
renied 2,0UO acres. It was al'to stated, 
onc'third of the labourers had been 
lately disch.Irged, on account of the pie- 
Mat piessure, arising from the low price 
of gram, and that the consequence would 
be, that one third tesa would he produced 
from the land, aa less hoeing would be 
d6ne. Such was the geneial nature of the 
evidence, and it answered the noble earl'a 
purpose very well; for it went directly to 
aupport his propu*>itinn. Such was the 
stjtte of tbiuga, that if tho farineis were to 
pay no rent, they could'not afford to raise 
eorn at the present price. Bv a iettei 
which he had received from Ireland, he 
beard that wheat, barley, and oats, tverc 
reduced to half the price at which they 
had been some time ago, and that the 
farmers generally said, that they could 
pay no rent; hut tliat they had no wish 
that they should be relieved by any mea- 
auro which might screw' op the price of 
corn. The petition, which be had presented 
from very respectable corn gtowers near 
mterborough, refirobated also such a line 
of conduct. The petitioners stated, that 
their ruin most ensue from the present 
state of things, if something was not done ; 
but, like honest men, though eurn-grow'crs, 
they disclaimed any idea of raising the 
price of eorn. They begged, imtead, 
that the House would adopt the resolu¬ 
tions which he was about to submit to 
them. In another letter, which he had 
received from Devonshire, it was staled, 
that greater disttess existed among the 
farmers than had been known for 20 years 
•—that the corn was unsaleable, and that 
cattle had fallen to half its former price. 
If such was the state of things, and all 
sides disclaimed the idea of raising the 
price of grain, what was to be done, but 
to unburtheii the glowers—^to diminish^ 
the taxes which bore most heavily, di¬ 
rectly or indirectly, on the f.trniers, or on 
the labouring classes, or on both r Could 
one justify such a tax, for instance, that 
on horses of agriculture as such? or the 
teAHnis* Pioperty-iBX ? The landlord 
would nut pay these taxes; the clergyman 
wonkt^nut pay these taxes; so the farmer 
waSfby aeceasity, obliged to raise the price 
of bis com to ilie coiisunaers. Among 
tbesa eohsowerB was the labourer, who, 
whea the {trice of his bread was raised, 
found it neohasary^ to ruse his wsgei. 
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The farmer, again, when the price of la¬ 
bour was raised, found it necessary to 
raise his corn a little more : so that the 
evil, alternately cause and eflect, went on 
uicreasing to a protiigious extimt. Be¬ 
sides the taxes he had meniiunn!, there 
wa- the impolitic and vile lax on candles; 
(hose on loaf and coarse sugar, and that- 
on leiuher, which pressed directly both on 
the farmer and the labourer, which shnold 
be all repealed. The amount of all the 
taxes 40 years ago, was only ten millions. 
At present, the amount of the jjiermanent 
taxes was 33,000,000/.; of the yearly 
taxes granted to pay off exchequer bills, 
5,000 OOOl.; of the wartaxes, 23,800,000/; 
so that the whole of the tixes amounted to 
62 millions. If one-half of the war taxes 
were icpeaied, there would yet remain 11 
or 12 railiionc. The resolution which he 
should propose, would merely shew out 
of what fund the taxes to be repealed 
should come. By repealing these taxes, 
the labourer and cultivator would be 
placed in almost as good a situ.itioii, as if 
there bad been no national debt. As 
auothcr instance of the iiicicasc of the 
necessaries of life ari.sing from the taxes, 
hia lordship quoted a part oi the evidence 
taken on the committee on the country 
bakers' Bill in the House of ('ommons; 
and proceeded to ask, liow it would be 
possible, as itlhad been found inexpedient, 
even when the fanneis wcie on the wrong 
side to cairy through the fainiiie-monger- 
ing BiiLs this si'shion, to pass them in tlic 
next session, when the Uiiners, as it ap¬ 
peared by the petition troin Pelcilioiough, 
were against them. In favour of his pro¬ 
positions, he should have not only tho 
farmers, but the m.inufacturers; ami the 
clergy, weic, or ought to be, on the same 
side; because, if the taxes were not re- 
*pealed, the tythes would be attacked. A 
sensible member of the corn cominittee 
bad begged him (earl Stanhope) to attack 
the tytbes. But he had answered. No! 
for he should attack the taxes. In fa¬ 
vour of the repeal of the duty on coarse 
sugar, be should have the VVest Ibdia 
and the East India interest, and the 
landed interest, would also encourage a 
reduction t>f the taxes on the land holdirs; 
so that ail the great interests of the counti^ 
would be in favour of his resolution. Ho 
had often been in small minorities, in at¬ 
tempts which bad in the ynd succeeded; 
he had been in a minority of four, on a 
pfopositiun for afboiishingl the Slave Trade, 
and bad Saaily been ofie of tile large ma< 
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jority which carried that neaNure. When 
be had introduced the Gold Bill, be had 
been opposed on «li aidea; bat soon pro* 
aelyte« couTinced by plam ^ense, flocked 
to him from all aidcH, and he had very 
gracious^ received them, lie did not, 
therefore, despair of the success of his 
resolution. A strange proposition had 
been started by a noble earl (La.deidale), 
that when corn was high, manafactoring 
labour became low. Tne truth of this had 
been explained by a witness on (he com¬ 
mittee, that when corn was liigb, raiiier 
than see their families starve, the maiiu- 
, faciunng labourers were induced to exert 
themselves beyond their strength. He 
(earl Stanhope) should never consent that 
any si-l of men should be reduced to such 
aslareiy. The noble enri then read his 
resolution, which was, “ That to provide 
for the piihlio an ample supply of provi¬ 
sions at all times, is a oaiional ubiectof the 
very fust importaiue ; hut that such ample 
supply cannot at all times be providid, 
unless due and steady encouragement be 
given to the growers of corn and giain in 
Great Biiiain and Ireland, so as to enable 
them to carry on the improved systems 
of agriculture with advantage, at the same 
tame that it enables them to sell the pro¬ 
duce of their farms at model ale prices to 
the consumers. And that, in order to 
obtain (he said essential united objects, it 
is highly expedient, that those taxes which 
bear the most h<avi<y, either upon the 
groweis of i orn and gram on the one 
hand, or upon the lAbmiing part of the 
country on the olhei,he repealed, as far 
as the letiirn of peace shall enable us to 
diminish our taxes, keeping inviolable 
laith w th the public creditors, and pro¬ 
viding for a suflicieni peace establish¬ 
ment.” After remaik’irg with what cau¬ 
tion he had worded his resolution, the 
noble earl concluded by moving it. 

The Earl of Hurdmcla could nut dissent 
from any prin< iple contained in this reso¬ 
lution, anti he wohtsd it to be understood, 
that, although tie should be disposed to 
move the previous questioot it was not 
from any objection he bad to apv part of 
the noble earl's proposition. He would, 
however, a<k, what Ireneflt copld result 
from tbg present motion ? It went to re¬ 
commend an enquiry as to what t.ixes it 
was expedient to repeal; and howscoold 
the object be attaint^ in the present sea-, 
sioti <if parliament P Theie was a term 
which the noble carl had o«ed, intimating 
an arciiKation,of the motives of those who 
(VOL. XiwVill.) 
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diflered from him in opinton. It was a 
vulgar term, and which he had never 
heard before. lie had heard of flsh.s 
mongers, cheew-moiigers, &e. but he 
never heard of »» famine mongers.” At 
the same time, it was his duty to remind 
the noble earl, there might, in this case, 
he another species of monger, and that 
was a mischief-nionger. He was of opi¬ 
nion, that it would be most advisable to 
postpone tltis subject to another session, 
when they would have an opportunity 
considering it maturely, before they caitoe 
to a de( ision on what was must material to 
• he interests of the community. For these 
leasons only, he should move the previoqg 
question. 

The Earl of Darvley, before he enl^eretl 
on (he sohjcct of the resolution, wished 
to know I rum the noble earl opposite 
to him (the earl of T.iverpool), how 
it happnied, that the contract for meat 
for Greenwich-hospital, had increased, in 
the present year, from 4f. 5s. to 51. 5t. per 
cwt. it being now supplied at the high 
rate of Is. per lb. He hoped the noble 
earl, would, on some future day, be able 
to offer an explanation of it. As to the 
subji ct befoi e the House, he agreed in the 
mol ion of the previous question, because 
lie defied the noble earl, who moved the 
resolution, to shew any possible advantage 
of w’hich it could be productive; for it 
spccined no particular (ax. As to the 
strange phraseology of that noble ear], if 
It meant any thing, it was an imputation 
that he (the earl of Barnley) and those 
who thought with' him, had for their ob¬ 
ject to raise the necessaries of life—an 
' assertion which could only (end to exas¬ 
perate the public mind. He agreed that 
the farmer was in a very bad situation; 
but what wus the proper mode of relief 
^hould be tb* subj ct of tlx ir lordships* 
mature deliberation, so that, in -the next 
sesdon, some well-digested plan might be 
brought foiwsid. 

Earl Stanhope replied, that there was % 
very obvious objection, to the specification 
of any particular tax; whereas, bisKesolu- 
lion would sliew what was the sort of 
taxes, to the rep al of which they would 
consent. He h.id not meant to imply that 
any noble lords were famine-mongers; 
neither could he help that the word was a* 
new one; it came into his mouth, and wai 
very applicable. The noble earl con*', 
eluded by urging the necessity of deci(%|tg 
on bis Hesoluiimi in.the present session, 
for the purpose of quieting the public 
(3 H) 
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wind, by an eanif^ of their bene* 
rolent in^fntionii, as well to the groerer Ms 
the conan<ner. 

The previous question was ^rited. * 

Tne Pbivcess CHAaLOTTE OF Wales.] j 
The Duke of Stasex rose, and addressing 
himst'lfto the first lord of the Treasury, 
stated, that this was the day when, froixi 
courtesy alone, he had proposed to come 
down to the House with a view of stating 
the tenor of hia motion, relative to her 
royal highness the Princess Charlotte ol 
Wales, which stood fixed for Wednesday 
next. Ibatbavingfoundby the newspapers, 
that her royal highness the Princess Char> 
lotte of Wales had been seen on horseback 
in Windsoi Great Park, and having likevvise 
Jearned, that she had been in town for a 
few hours on Saturday last, all of which 
intelligence he had collected fiom the 
public prints, he was inclined to hope that 
Wore lenient measures were intended to. 
be observed towards her Royal Highness. 

That the noble lord well knew that it was 
'upon receiving an unfavourable answer, 
tb a request which he had made to him 
of seeing her royal highness the Piincess 
ClharioUe, that be had conceived himself 
obliged to bring this weighty matter for* 
ivard, from most conscientious motives, 
and for which purpose, he bad put five 
questions to that noble lord on a previous 
occasion. That therefore from appear¬ 
ances, and hoping that more conciliatory 
dispositions were entertained, be Would 
not suggest any |>roposa1s which might 
tend to irritate, rather than to calm the 
disnositions of individuals at this moment; 
and consequently he would, for the present, 
Withdraw his intended motion, and move 
that the Older for summoning the Irfirds 
on Wednesday next, be discharged. 

He trusted that her royal highness tfa*e 
Princess CbailoUe would go to the sea* 
aide, as had been recommended by her, 
medical End professional attendants, fbr 
the re-establishment of her health, which 
was so interesting to the country at large, 
and which bad been so greatly impaired 
by agitation of mind. He also flattered 
himself, ‘that such measures would be 
fdopted to sstttbe her mind, and not dis-' 
her spirits, by pressing certain points 
had given rise to tnis agitation, and 
anon which be knew her mind was com* 
pleiely ipade up. That before he sat 
•own, be hrgged to address a few woi'ds 
to the noble and learned lord on the wool- 
Caak, who waa lo forward in stating res- 


poniibility in his Majesty’s servants, for 
•he advice they may have given upon this 
occasion. That he would quote the words, 
he believed, of lord Bacon, that rdadfiftg 
made a learned man, writing a correct 
man, and conversation a leady man. He 
would fhrther remark, that retirement, 
coercion, and seclusion, were not the 
means calculated to instruct and give her 
roval highness the Princess Charlotte of 
W^ales the most favourable idea of the 
beauty and advantages of the glorious cdu- 
stiiotion of our country, over which she 
was one day, please God, to rule, and with 
this remark he should cooclode. 

The Earl of Liverpool, deprecating as he 
did any discussion upon this subject, only 
thought it necessary to observe, that no 
improper restraint whatever had been im¬ 
posed upon her royal highness the Prin¬ 
cess Charlotte of Wales; and that no regu¬ 
lation was wished or intended to be im¬ 
posed with regard to her Royal Highneift 
by him, whom God and nature had ren¬ 
dered her father and protector, inconsis¬ 
tent with her happiness or welfare, lie 
considered, that the illustrious duke bad 
acted wisely in withdrawing a motion 
which was not a fit subject for discussion 
in that House; but he wished it to be 
distinctly understood, that nothing that 
had passed m that House, had had any in¬ 
fluence with regard to this subject, either 
in the highest quarter or upon himself, or 
those with whom he had the honour to act. 

Ear] Gr^ agreed with the noble earl 
opposite in deprecating any discussion 
upon this subject, but thought that the 
name of the Prince Regent had been im¬ 
properly and unnecessarily introduced 
into the discussion. He had no hesitatidn 
in avowing that he bad advised the illus¬ 
trious duke to refrain from pressing a mo¬ 
tion upon this subject, under all the cir¬ 
cumstances of the case. He certainly 
thought, that it was advisable to abstain, as 
mochas possible, from inteifering with the 

E rivate concerns of the Royal Family: 

Ut he by no means agreed, that that 
House had in no instance a right to in* 
terfere. Cases undoubtedly might arise, 
which might render the interference 6f 
pafliameiR expedient and necessary, par* 
ticularly with regard to the heir to the 
crown. He agreed, however, that under 
qll thf circumstances of the case, it would 
not be expedient for the House to entertain 
ibe motion, the notice of^ which bad been 
now withdrawn by the illustrious duke; 
but he Iriihed it to be dUtinctly andor* 
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atpod, tbat that bad been aBMil by 

tb« o<»bJ« lord oppoiite, or by^ tbe nobJe 
and learned lord on the woolsack, bad bad 
any influence in producing this determi* 
nation. 

7'he liord ChneeVor said, he had never 
jpeant to contend that there er^bt not be 
cases with regard to the royal family, with 
reopect to which it might not be the 
duly of parliament to interfere ; but in the 
ftfusent inatance« he maintained that no 
ground whatever bad been laid for that 
interference. He thought the motion bad 
been very properly wi<bdrawii by the 
illustrious duke; but he wished it to be 
distinctly understood, that nothing that 
had pasted in that House had bad any in¬ 
fluence with regard to this subject upon 
the advisers oi his royal highness the 
jPrim e Regent. 

The order for sntninoning their lord¬ 
ships for to-moriow nas discharged. 
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Monday, July 25. 

Pareai-ATiONS in the Packs J Mr. 
Penntt sulked, whether the Ciiaiiceltor ol 
the hxrhequt r was ready to auiheiiticate 
the estinia es on the table, with legard to 
the erect unis in the Park, several of which 
be aiiioiadverted upon a-gtossly delusive ? 
The hoii, membei also asked, w'lietlier it 
Was not intended, as a part of tiie plan of 
the new palace, to take fiom the public 
some of the covered walks in iit James’s 
park; and whether it was not with that 
View, tbe idea of rendering the new bridge 
Upon the canal permanent for the accom¬ 
modation of the public, which idea was 
evidently an after-thought, was determined 
upon i 

The Chancellor of tbe Exchequer raid, 
that be would not be responsible for any 
estimates, but those he himself presented. 
As to the bon. member’s second question, 
bo was fully prepared to state, that Uie 
^Treasury had granted no authority for any 
'eacroachmetit upon the public walks in 
$t. James’s park; and bethought he might 
also answer for it, that no such authority 
would be granted before the MSt'session. 

Mr. Wym thought that the foreign 
sovereignshaving departed from the coun¬ 
try, and such a period having ^lapsed 
since the condnsiun of the peace, the 
time was gone by for the proposed cele- 
bwttons in the Park. A toast of three 
times three might be very appropriate 
after dinaer,. which it wotUd be very 
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'absard to propose after breakfast next 
moraiog. 

Lord Chsdereegk Considered as a yery 
auspicious feature in the politics of tlie 
country, that genUemen bad thought 
poper so frequently ift refer to this 8ub« 
jeci of the preparations in tbe Park. For 
such reference seemed to imply thattheie 
wag no serious ground of complaint, or 
such a subject could not, for so many weeks, 
have excited so much ani man version. 
With legard to tbe merit ol those picpn* 
rations to gratify the public, he was ready 
to say, that be still adhered to the opi¬ 
nion he had before ex(>ressed, 'that it 
would be found that nothing mote fasti 
been done than was absolutely necessary 
to the olijert in view, 

Mr. Whitbread said, that he could not 
conceive why the noble lord should 
regard the allusions which had been 
made to tbe subject under dt'«ca^sicul, 
as implying any wish on tfie part of the 
gentlemen on his side of tbe House, to 
seek occasions to annoy the noble lord or 
his colleagues. For there was about tbe 
rharacier of this trAtisaction. someihing so 
peculiar as to ihallenge animadveisioo. 
Considerable public expense was obviously 
iiiruried. and no minister apptated rei- 
sponsible fur it. Tbe Loid Chambeilaki 
and ilieTreasuiy disavowed ii; and could 
It then be deemed cavilling or qoserulouv 
on the part of 'bat Iluiise, as guardians of 
the public purse, to enquire into such a 
iiaiisacMon, and to demand some oflicial 
tesponsibiiiiy t(>r sucli extiaordmary ex¬ 
pend iiuie ? Fur himself, he declared, 
thaf he should have thouj^t it a serious 
dereliction of duty to overlook the eata- 
blihhment of a precedent for the expendi¬ 
ture of the public money, without any 
oifit lal responsibility. Sui h was the pre¬ 
cedent to which the trans.iciion under 
consideration was calculated to give birth; 
and tbeiefore be would oppose if, even 
though he should agree with the noblp 
lord, that no more expense would be in¬ 
curred than might be expedient, that not a 
single locket would be let oil' more than 
would be necessary. Then as to dte re¬ 
pot t of ail intention to annex some of the 
covered walks of the Park' to tbe new- 
palace, he thought that report derived 
some countenance from tbe concluding 
statement of tbe Chancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer. But recoitiQg to the rciuark of the 
noble lord, he thought it better, ficun tbe 
considerations he bad stated, rather to de- 
pracide die proceedings eUuded to in the 
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firat instatice, than be h«reflfter edited ’ 
upon to retufc the payment for W8<itefii( 
expenditare. That the expenditure w is 
wasteful, would, be apprehended, %e y 
soon appeal quite claring; and the ex la 
ordinaiy delay wmeh had taken p .ue in 
these piep nations served to lend th ex'* 
penditure more a tnaUir of rej^iet The 
emperor of Russia and king cd I u>sid. fot i 
whom It was undeistood, these ixhibiiioin* | 
were ongmally intended, had left the 
conntry—the principal pnrt ot the nobility 
and gentry bad alieady gone to ibe conn. 
try->*'LoDdon itself was, in fact, almost 
gone into the countiy. Then to whom 
was this exhibition to be presented, lor 
admission to which (he lottery ofiitesweie 
employed to sell in ktts ^ W hi u was the 
farrago, so pum|)uu*>i\ ad eriisid, to be 
displayed? lie wished to know the day 
fixed upon, either from the noble loid, nr 
any peison coni|ietem to inform him. It 
was fan, thit the publn should have some 
information upon (he subject, .iftei having 
been so long kept looking foi the shew. 
At the same time, he couhl not htlp say 
ing, that if the performance did not exceed 
published programme, the public must 
be veiy much disappointed But even 
were it to exieed the public exptrtauon, 
were it much longei delayed, ail might be 
right, but the audience would be gone 
Ml. ff^nit expressed his intention to 
move an address against any encioacb- 
meat upon the Paik, should suih an en¬ 
croachment be in contemplation; and in 
this proceeding, he should be governed by 
ihe precedent of a similar motion with re¬ 
spect to Hyde Park, some ;^tars since, 
vpon which occasion many gentlemen 
who heard him, could not forget the im- 

S iession produced by the speech of the late 
Ir. Windham. * 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer declared, 
that he was not aware of any intention to 
encroach upon bt. James’s-paik, nor did < 
he thmk that any such intention existed. 
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Tuuday, July 26. 

GcoucESTCtt Gaoc] Earl &«»Ao/>esaid, 
that before he presented some Peutions 
which be had in his hand, he should state 
to the noble earl at the head of the Trea¬ 
sury, the case of one of the prisoners in 
Glooccster gaol. Ibe case was this: a 

g erson whom he should call A. was bailed 
y B , A- was taken prisoner by the 
French, and B.'a recognisance being thus 
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forfeited, be was thrown into gaol. He 
held that there could be no grosser injus¬ 
tice than to keep a man in pi isnn on ac¬ 
count of an oci orreiice, whitu neither he 
nor the person lor whom be was bad could 
prevent. The name ol ihe person so con¬ 
fined, was John Pen in, who bad also roni- 
jilaiiied ol oppression on tbe ptit of the 
gaol' r. 

Ihe Lirt of hnerpool said, he would 
enquire into tht rase, but thought that hn 
application m(ght bt with piopriet^ mide 
to the oun of stssiuii, at pic-eni Hitting. 

Eni bianhope said, that the debt was a 
debt to the trown 

Lord Redrsdak said, that it it W4<, as he 
supposed,a iKogniaanit whitii had been 
forfeited, because itu p.i (y ilidti t appear 
to take his inal, it was rarber a deiii to 
public ju-tict T> (tie coiisidci.c it»ri of 
casen of gticv tncts adduced b\ pi i-oiis in 
giul, time was this objictnni, hai it all 
s icb c ompi unis weie rmpiir i iito, t eu 
ioi lsbip» would hive n i iiuu Uli i<u otber 
matters As to ihe case of Glcuitsier 
g.tol, he bad made paituulai tiiquines 
through sii G Pid, who wno\* no 
longir coiucrned in the managemeiii of 
that prison, and bt was conviiued, bat no 
giievaiues did exist. Mr (.unnuigbara, 
against whom the couiplauitH bad been 
made, hvi been at then luidsbips* hir, at 
the time, ready to answer any charges il 
ht had been at that time peniiitied. 

Ell I Suudiopt was astoiiiiditd at tbe 
speech which he lial heard fiom tbe no¬ 
ble lord, which was called for by noihmg 
before the House. It would be better 
surely that their lordsbips should listen to 
the evidence wliith they might take at 
tlicir bai, than to tbe hear-say evidence of 
the noble lord. 

Misnc Process') Earl S/an/ippe said, 
be had a Petition to present on the sub¬ 
ject pf arrest by Mesne Process, fiom a 
foreigner, who had been arrested in con¬ 
sequence of a debt conti acted in a foreign 
country, where arrest for debt was net 
legal. The PeUlion was from J A. Yon 
Leogerke, a native of Biemen, ‘J be per¬ 
son at whose suit be bad been arrested was 
also a foreigner. AUtr having been de¬ 
tained from April 2 to the Jst of July, the 
petitioner had been lifierated on account 
of some defect m the declaration, but tbe 
pluntiff having quitted tbe kingdom, be 
was left without a possibiiiiy of obtaining 
redress for bis illegal imprisonment. His 
prayer was, that Uteirloidships frould prw* 
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vide seme protection to strangers against 
similar outrages. 

The Lord Chancellor said, that it', under 
the rtrrutnMaiices stated in the Petition, 
the petitioner had remained in prison, it 
was eiiiireit hislauit; for on application 
to any jud^e, be would immediately bare 
been iiberali d. 

Eai4 Stanhope said, that if sueb was the 
case. It shewed more str kingly wliat 
Mesne Proi ess was, that a man might be 
imprisoned without a dei Idratton what 
the debt was, a» was requited by the an* 
cieiit law. He then moved, that the Peti¬ 
tion do lie on the table. 

The Eai 1 of Morton moved that the Pe¬ 
tition he rejected, because the' petitioner 
prayed their lordships to alter the law of 
the country for the benefit of foreigners I 
only. 

i’he Earl of Stanhope and lord floliand 
spoke ill favour nl receiving the Petition 
on ihe giouiid that the pro’eciioii was by 
it employed by those who were amenable 
to (he taw for any crime ; and that it did 
not lollow, irom receiving the Petition, that 
till ir lord'hifis should t ike any measureoii 
the subject. 'Ihceail of Liverpouis lend 
Redtsd.iie, and the Lord Chancellor ob> 
jecitii to the receiving of it, because the 
petitioner complained of a grievance which 
might have been reiliessed if be had ap¬ 
plied to the pioper tuhunai, and that 
tlierelure the application to their lordships 
was inadmissible ; as iliat House could 
only take cognizance of eviK irremediable 
by courts of law. The Petition was, on the 
que-<tion being put, rejected. 

Eail Stanhope then piesented another 
'Petition also on the subject of imprison* 
ment for debt on Mesne Process. The 
Pennon was then lead. It was from 
Hannah Jackson, widow, who stated that 
her bus' and bad been ai rested on the suit 
of a wuikman, for work done which he bad 
charged at 3t>/. and thrown into the King's- 
bench prison in the month of May last. 
The work which had been charged at S8/. 
bad been measured by two surveyors, and 
estimated at 1 -ti. only ; but the petitioner’s 
husband was detained until he grew very 
ill, and at last became mad. He was de¬ 
prived in prison of all proper means of 
medical treatment; and, after much cruel 
treameiit, was locked up in the strong 
room, where he was kept until the day 
before his death, which happened on the 
ISfh of July last. The coroner's jury 
who sat on the body, brought in a verdict, 
that the deceabed bad died in Gonsetjaence 
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of olose imprisonment, and want of proper 
advice. The doctor had affirmed, that if 
the deceased had been permitted to have 
a straight jacket, he would, in all probsK- 
biliiy have recovered; and it had been 
furtlier slated to the petitioner, that her 
husband's body had been found to be co¬ 
vered with bruises. The petitioner, when 
she had beard of her huNband's illness, had 
sold all her efTc'Cis in the country where 
she resided, and bad come to town, but 
did not arrive in time to be able to afibrd 
relief to her husband. She prayed theil’ 
lordships to abolish the law for airelt 
on mesne process, and to enquire into the 
circumstances of her husband's melaiichofy 
death. The Petition was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Delays i)i Chancery.] Earl Stmhope 
said, he had another Petition to present, 
which was on the subject of delays in 
(Miancery. It was from a person who 
complained of the delays which she bad 
expcrienied in obtaining money due to 
her; and very wisely complained, not 
of the persons who administered the law, 
but the law irscif. There was one absurd 
rule of the court of Chancery, which, to 
mention, would be sufficient to cause it to 
be remedied. It wa^, that on the cause- 
paper of any day, there were set down so 
many cases, that it was quite impossible 
iliey could all come on, so that the parties 
weie put to unnecessary trouble, expense, 
and uncertainty. 

The Petition was read; it was from 
Mrs. A. J. Lee, who stated, that she was 
the widow of Mr. Lee, army taylor, who 
died 2b years ago, and bequeathed her a 
third of his property, amounting to 
10,000/. She had soon afterwards receiv¬ 
ed from the executors 2001 .; but, instead 
of paying her the rest, they had plunged 
her into a Chancery suit, and she had 
never received in all but 1,100/., the last 
payment of which was 11 years ago. By 
this money having been withheld from 
her, fehe was prevented from instituting 
proceedings to recover a large sum of mo¬ 
ney bequeathed to her by J. Jackson, esq. 
F. R. S.; and was reduced to such po¬ 
verty, that she was unable to pay the 
King's taxes of the last q.uarter, and was 
threatened with a distress, under which 
all her effects would be sold. 

The Lord Chancellor said, that it dtd 
not follow, becattse Mrs. Lee had expect¬ 
ed lOiOOt)/. that she was entitled to it; for 
numeroui were the cases where persons 
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•ippiied to th« court for legactea vrkicb it 
waa notposaihie for them to receiver on 
ocoooat of illegal, or duubtiiil acta, done 
^jjrtbe testator dmiog bis life. As, for 
oatampir, the granting leases in Scotiaod, 
on entailed estates, m which case, it be* 
name impoMibte for the court of Chancery 
to decide, before, perhaps, twenty cases 
had been decided in the court of Seasiun. 
Lord Thurtow (who, by the bye, was not 
more eapedittous than other persooM), had 
declared, on quitting his office, that be 
heard of no oomplauitH of delays in Chan* 
eery, bat from persons, who bad been 
tbemselves tbe cause of the delays. It 
wwi quite impossible for any person, at 
tbe head of tlie court of Chancery, to at* 
tend to all tbe applications made to him, 
by, perhaps, thirty or forty letters daily, 
from persons quite unknown tf him. As 
to the case of the petitioner, be would 
take particular care to enquire into the 
circumstances, and he would give the no* 
hie earl an acco^iDt of the result. 

Earl Stanhope said, he thought he had 
done good, by having enabled the noble 
lord on tbe woolsack to make known the' 
i;pal causes of the greatest part of tbe de* 
lay in Chancery. 

Tbe Petion was ordered to lie on the 
table. I 
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Tuesday, July ?(i. 

Thanks of the House oiven to Major 
Genekai, IIbnuy 1<anc.] Msjor.generai 
Heniy Fane being come to the House, 
the Speaker acquainted him, that tbe 
House lia.l. upon the 24ih of March last, 
resolvid. That the Thanks of this House 
be given to him, for his able and distm* 
guibhed conduct throughout tbe opere,- 
tions which concluded with tbe entire de* 
feat of the enemy at Orthes, on tbe 27 th 
of February last, and tbe occupation of 
Bourdeeux by the allied forces; and 

Mr. ^(deer gave him the Thanks of the 
House accordingly, as fulloweth: 

•• Mqjor General Fane; it bu been 
^ur loitune to bear a conspicuous part 
■»< the earliest and latest actions of the 
pominsola war; and, having now closed 
your aei^ices upon the continent, by re*' 
coriducUng the whole British cavalry 
khrough Franoe, you have, this day, to 
receive oor thanks for your exerthms in 
the great and decisive battle of Orthea. 

“ In that battle, the Cfieaiy, formidably 
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coiUcted, and strongly posted on gronqd 
of its own choice, nevertheless, when as* 
sailed on all sides by the valour of the 
allies, was compelled to seek for safety 
in retreat; hut the conqueror had re* 
solved, that their defeat should be also 
their destruction; and the gallant com¬ 
mander, whose name has since been mio* 
bled by bis sorereigu, for his exploits at 
Almaras, pressing bard upon the enemy’s 
retiiiug march, the British cavalry, under 
your command, bore down upon bis 
broken battalions, and completed the vic- 
tory. 

** Dhtinguished, long since, by deeds 
achieved in Portugal and Spain, you have 
now obtained fresh trophir*), won by your 
sword in France. Three times, already, 
you have claimed, and recoived our 
thanks; we have thanked you tor your 
gallantry on tbe days of itoleia and Vi- 
miera, in the glorious stand at Corunna, 
and in tbe hard*fought field of Talaveta ; 
and 1 do now also, in the name, and by 
the command, of tbe Commons of Great 
Britain and Ireland, m parliament asst m- 
bl«d, deliver to you their uuanimous 
Tbatiks, for your able and dhi|nigui&bed 
conduct throughout those operations, 
which concluded with the entiie defeat of 
the enemy at Oithes, and the occupation 
of Bourdeax by tbe allied forces.” 

Upon which. Major General Fane said : 

Mr. Speaker; 1 am most sensible of 
my good fortune, in having been, for tbe 
third time, deemed worthy of tbe thanks 
of parliament. 

Although I am quite unequal to ex¬ 
press, in proper terms, the high sense I en¬ 
tertain of the honours conferied upon me, 
yet, 1 trust, that the House, will believe 
that 1 feel them as 1 ought.” 

Tranks of the House given to Ms- 
joe-Guneral Loro Edward fioMERs&T.] 
Me>or<tgeiwral lord Edward Somerset be¬ 
ing also come to the House, Mr. Speaker 
acquainted him, that tbe House bail, upon 
the S4th of March last, resolved. That the 
Thanks of this House be givpU to Inm for 
his able and diatinguMbed conduct tbroogh- 
oatthe(iperatioDswbtgh.coni.luded with the 
entire defeat of the enemy at Orthes. on 
27th of February last, and tbe occupation 
of Boordeanx by the allied forces; and 

Mr. jjproAer gave him thi Thanks of the 
House accordingly, as followeth: 

** MqjiOi^general lord ISdwnrd Soioas* 
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fitt; Your name alao stands recorded 
amongst those dhitingoisbed offieers, whose 
gaUadti^ was conspicuous in the last 
great Action, which called forth the 
strength and ralour of the British caraliy. 

*' In defiance of the early scoffs of an 
insulting enemy, this nation has, during 
the late continental war, re^eslabltsbed its 
military character, and vindicated its an¬ 
cient renown. The <nobility of England 
sent forth its sons to the tented field ; and 
there, trained up tiuder the great com¬ 
manders who have obtained and dignified 
the honours of the peerage, they have 
acted throughout upon the just persuasion, 
that, in this free country, the willing tri¬ 
bute of respect paid to high rank and 
birth, can only be secured, by a continued 
display of the same great qualities which 
ennobled the founders of their race. 

“ The profession of arms, which you 
had gallantly chosen, you have success¬ 
fully pursued; and, in those provinces of 
France, where your ancestors, of noblest 
descent and royal alliance, have, in for¬ 
mer ages, fought, conquered, and govern¬ 
ed, you have renewed, by your own 
gword, the claims of yonr illustrious House 
to the rAApecl and gratitude of your coun¬ 
try. Ido, thcrefoie, now, in the name. 
And by the command, of the Commons of 
Great Britain and Ireland, in parliament 
assembled, deliver to you their unanimous 
thanks, for your able and distinguished 
conduct throughout the operations which 
concluded with the entire defeat of the 
enemy at Oithes, and the occupation of 
Bourdeaax by the allied forces.” 

Upon which, Major-General Lord JEd- 
ytard Sotnenet said: 

Mr. Speaker; Deeply impressed as I 
am With the high honour which has just 
been conferred upon me, I feel totally in¬ 
capable of expressing my gratitude in 
adequate terms. 

The thanks of this House, which must 
At all times be received With the most 
lively sentiments of satisfaction, have been 
rendered doubly gratifying totfre, by the 
bandsome manner in wbirh, you,Sir, have 
been pleased'to express them. 

** Commanding British troops, and hold¬ 
ing that command ulider the duke of Wel¬ 
lington, a British general can never fiiit of 
Suppuiting the character of the British 
arms. ]t is to this favourable circum¬ 
stance, more thah to any merit of my 
own, that I consider myself indebted for 
the high distinction which 1 have this day 
received. 


*• Sir, 1 cAH only repeat, that I sbatt 
ever entertaiti the highest sente of the bw- 
nour conferred upon me by this House.'* 

Ordered, ifon, con* That what has been 
now stdd by Mr. Speaker, in giving the 
Thanks of this House to major-generals 
Fane and lord Edward Somerset, together 
with the answers thereto, be printed in 
the voted of this day. 

Stave Trade.] Sir James MackittoA 
presented petitions against (be Slave 
Trade, from Dingwall, in Scotland; from 
Henley-on-lbamet; Droitwich, and Win* 
canton, from ^yickiow, and from several 
other places. He said, that in presenting 
these petitions, from the courte of the 
session, nearly the last of that long train 
of petitions, which might now be safely 
said, to convey to parliament and to Eu¬ 
rope, the '^fenuine, spontaneous, and una¬ 
nimous opiniou of the British nation; bA 
was desirous of saying a few words on the 
present state of the great question on 
which that opinion had been thus pro¬ 
nounced. All the petitioners had seen 
the article in the Treaty with regret and 
disappointment. Many, among whom be 
mast number himself, had viewed it wi{ji 
feelings which would call for much stronger 
language; but he was desirous to avoid 
the revival of every polemical discussion 
of the subject. He should only guard 
him«eir, and those with whom be agreed, 
fiom a misconception to which they bad 
been subject. The question, in their view 
of it, during the negociation at Paris, was 
not whether humanity, or even justice, 
was to be imposed on France, but, whether 
dishonour was to be* averted from Great 
Britain ^ It was, wbetbtr we could be 
fairly required to restore our colonial con¬ 
quests, without equivalent, and upon con¬ 
ditions, which, to be consistent with our¬ 
selves, we most deem to brand us with the 
blackest disgrace? Wo were to restore 
colonies, ail avowedly, and some exclu- 
aivciy, to be converted into the instrnmema 
of what we punished in our private sub¬ 
jects, as robbery and murder. This was 
a humiliation never imposed, in the roosl 
disastrous negociation, upon any Ettropean 
nation. It was never proposed to drive 
France into the practice of general hu¬ 
manity, by the force or the fear of arms; 
bnt to repel this foul diehoncrer frem our¬ 
selves, at the tisk nt that alternative of 
prolonged warfeMi, which is implied In 
every evrionvt at least, in every earnest, 
proposal of an article uf a treaty; and 
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«rhich one ,|p«riy oannot (jJsavonr vrit^pot 
o|>eDly prc^Ieimitigf, tbet' the o|>posite 
' £ftrt.y is t'be roaster of the negooia;tion. 
^e position of the British negociator at 
Eai)rii respecting this article was purely 
^fensive. We had only lo ward ofi'lrom 
d^aeives, the ignominioils necessity of 
ttecoming accomplices in a crime, which 
our laws had declared to be of the deepest 
dye, and subjected to the highest penalty. 
But that vantage ground bad been lost, 
and he only adverted to it for the purpose 
of self-defence. Much ground still re- 
roained, and some had even beett gained, 
aiitce the last discussion of the subject. 
?he unhappy failure in the Treaty had 
even produced some advantage, by calling 
forth a general declaration oi national sen¬ 
timent, and arming the noble lord with a 
more decisive public opinion, than ever a 
negociator cairied into a congress. The 
principle of our colonial lessons, was 
Itself a great advanta^ in an equitable 
discussion of the subject. He agreed with 
the noble lord, hat it was impossible to 
offer colonies lo an independent nation, as 
the price of bpmanity. It was as clear an 
insult to bribe, as to bully a state into ibe 
observance of humanity or justice. This 
v^not the manner in which be considered 
the restitution of the colonies, as connected 
with the negociation for the abolition. 
We had ceded these colonics for no equi¬ 
valent. We could hot have been de- 

? rived of them by the events of war. 

hey were ceded in obedience to just and 
liberal principles, of general and colonial 
policy, which he should be the foremost 
to applaud. They were ceded, that France 
might have a portion of colonial power, 
which the system of Europe required that 
abe should possess: that sources of wealth 
and schools of industry might be opened 
to her population, and that her govern-, 
snent might be strengthened in national 
opinion; an object too intimately connect¬ 
ed with the repose of the world not to be 
most legitimate, if pursued by legitimate 
means. But England, by her observance 
of such liberal pmicy, acquired a right to 
call upon France to concur with her in 
regulating the whole colonial system opop 
that paramount policy which consisted in 
justice. If one policy required from )Bng- 
laiid the restitution of colonies, another 
and ^ proper policy required from France 
the ahoUtion of the Slave Trade. 

He had been inforrncd,that the venerable 
Pontifif at the head of the Roman Catholic 
^burcb, entertained sentiments on this 


at)h||ct bqeqmiqg his character and his ' 
staUoo, and that Christian religion, which 
had banished personal slavery from the 
southern and western portion of Europe, 
and which is doubtless dtslined one day 
to banish J^hat stun and curse of human 
nature from the world. There was no 
reason to doubt, but be might be induced 
to interpose an authority revered by so 
many natiousi and to.prnmoigale the sen¬ 
tence of condemnation, already pro¬ 
nounced by religion, against the infernal 
Clime of man-stealing. 

The principle of the Slave Trade had 
been condemned by every maritime and 
colonial power in Europe or Ameiica but 
one (dpaiii), which it was at this moment 
impoiisible to name without pain and 
shame. All who had consented to the 
abolition at the most undefined period, 
had, at all events, condemned the prin¬ 
ciple. On this point, there was the opi¬ 
nion of the whole civilized world ag.iinst 
the practice of some states, and the silent 
dissent of one nation. Theie never wd.s a 
question on which tbeie was such a pre¬ 
ponderance of authority. 

It must not be said, that the personal 
opinions of the great military sovereigns 
had no weight, because they had no emu- 
nies and little commerce. These states 
might become maritime and colonial; and, 
to say nothing of those mural cUims, 
which he earnestly prayed that they might 
strengthen by the disinterestedness of 
their policy, they had a direct and impor¬ 
tant interest in the colonial system, which 
forms a great and effective part of the 
balance Of power, and of which the sta¬ 
bility is interwoven with the habits and 
accommodations of all Europe. 

But of all the authorities lately ac¬ 
quired by the cause of abolition, the most 
weighty was, beyond comparison, the 
.noble decision of the government of Hol¬ 
land. Certainly, the cheerful and imme. 
diete abolition of this Trade, by the go¬ 
vernment in Enrope, most dependent on 
colonial resources, and properly .most in- 
ilnenced by a colonial interest, was an act 
lyhioh deserved the admiration and gra¬ 
titude of all mankind. He rejoiced that 
our reconciliation with our ancient friends 
had been signalized yith such an act of 
atonement and justice; and be was per¬ 
fectly confident that Holland would soon 
(reap the fruits of her virtue, m the amend¬ 
ment of her colonial administration, which, 
chiefiy from being abaddmitid to foreign 
adventttters, had bitheifto been the chief 
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blot upon her pure ennals and estimable 
character. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

VoTB OP CnEniT Brit.] The Report 
or ihe Vote of Credit Bill being brought 

up. 

Sir James Mackintosh obseivrd, that 
though he was discouraged by the thin* 
ness of the House, and the absence of his 
Majesty's ministers, yet he could not ab* 
btain fiom offering a Very few observations 
on a subject naturally connected with the 
present Bill, for the satisfaction of his own 
feelings, and the discharge of his con¬ 
science. Almost every voice in the 
House, not sileiictd by legitimate con- 
sideiations of ministerial reserve, had al¬ 
ready been laiscd on behalf of Poland. 
He was far from intending to repeat what 
had been so often and so eloquently uiged 
on that great question: he was rather 
desirous of confining himself to the man¬ 
ner in which it seemed to him to be con¬ 
nected with the conduct of this kingdom 
at the present moment. Pei haps, before 
parliament met again, the hands of govern¬ 
ment mi^ht be tied, and the months of 
every member shut for every pm pose of 
useful discussion. Certainly the delibera¬ 
tions of the approaching Congress mu.st 
materially affect tbc fortune of Poland ; 
though from what he had seen and heard 
of the spirit and feelings of illustt'ioits 
Poles, he trusted that the decision of no 
Congress could pronounce her final doom. 
The moment bad arrived in whiih Eng¬ 
land must take her part. 11c wished she 
had never recognized in any Formal act, 
the partition, still less the desiruclion, of 
Poland. To us Poland still legally existed. 
We had never acknowledged that any 
part of the Polish territory was subject to 
a foreign master. France and England 
had, by a desertion of their duty as guar¬ 
dians of Europe, rendered themselves 
passively guilty of the first partition. But 
neither of these great powers had disgraced 
themselves by active accession or by re¬ 
cognition of the legitimacy of those sets 
of rapine. Their hands were still unfet- 
teied, and they might make some repara¬ 
tion for their original supineness and trea¬ 
son by the assertion^ justice at this mo¬ 
ment.—-It was to be observed, that the 
destruction of Poland, no insignificant 
member of the civilized world, but in ex¬ 
tent and population the fourth state of 
Christendom, bad been consummated more 
than three yealrs, after that period uf the 
( VOL. XXVIII.) 
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first of January, 1792, to which it was 
the avowed principle of the present nw'go- 
ciations to bring back Europe. It was 
pan of the injustice to be repaired. Even 
this was not all. Its national existence 
had been suspended only for ten years. 
It bad revived m 1807, under the deno¬ 
mination of the duchy of Warsaw. As 
such it had been acknowledged by all the 
great members of the confederacy, except 
England, which had not ceased to recog¬ 
nize it as Poland. As the duchy of 
Warsaw, it still in fact exists; occupied, 
indeed, militarily, by a foreign army, bat 
poiiiically, by an example of very ambi¬ 
guous tendency, kept for several months 
without an acknowledged sovereign or le¬ 
gitimate authority. But, however dan¬ 
gerous such examples might be to the 
power of sovereigns, and to the attach¬ 
ment of subjects, they had, ih this case, the 
effect of releasing Poland from her fetters, 
and presenting her fate as a new and per¬ 
fectly open question. The ministers of 
Great Britain, had for the first time, to de¬ 
termine, not only whether they would re-, 
cognize the partition of Old Poland, but 
whether they will actively concur in the 
destruction of that New Poland, of which 
the restoration was the only benefit arising 
from the late calamities of Europe, it 
is the most critical moment in our diplo¬ 
macy in the opinion of those who regard 
the honour of their country as the highest 
interest. We are now to decide, whether 
the name of England is to be dishonoured 
by participation in these events, and whe¬ 
ther the seal of Europe is to be affixed to 
the greatest triumphant crime which stains 
the annals of the civilized world. 

Mr. in addition to Poland, thought 
it should be stipulated, that the kingdom 
of Saxony should be returned to its sove¬ 
reign without being burdened with any 
new constitution. 

The report was then received, and the 
Bill was ordered to be read a third time 
to-morrow. 

BOUSE OF LORDS. 

Wednesday, July 27. 

Gloucester Gaol.] The order of the 
day having beeiji read, for taking into con¬ 
sideration tbc petitions complaining of ill, 
treatment on the part of the keeper of 
Gloucester-gaot. Earl Stanhope moved 
that Mr. Mogg be called to the bar. 
Mr. Samuel Mogg was then called to the 
bar, and examined by carl Stanhope, lie 

(31) 
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st»ted, that he wm en Attorney At Iaw« 
at Olouceeter; that be had tiro clients* 
named J. Perrin and J. Teates* conSned in 
Glouceater prison ; previously to the last 
assbei he nad applied at the gaol to see 
Mr. Yeates, and had been refused, prin* 
dpaJly by Mr. Cunningham, the gaoler. 
Mr. Yeates bad been formerly an attorney 
stt law, and was defendant in a cause at 
the Gloucester assizes, in which a verdict 
had been given agmnst hioi'. Mr. Yeates 
fadd since declared, that be had lost his 
cause because he had not had a private 
conversation with witness. On the 18th 
of June last, witness applied to see J. 
Perrin, who was also his client, and was 
refused by the gaoler. About this time, a 
letter was delivered to witness by Mr. 
Yeates; as witness was taking the letter 
out of the prison, he was asked by Cun¬ 
ningham, the gaolar, what letter it was ? 
witness answered, it was a letter from Mr. I 
Yeates to him (witness); Cunningham 
asked witness to let him see it; witness 
gave it him, but bade him open it at his 
peril; Cunningham, however, took the let¬ 
ter, and broke the seal, read it, and took a 
copy of iu On the 18th of the present 
mnnih, witnew bad bad a conversation 
with Cunningham, relative to a letter sent 
from lord Sidmoutb, and asked him, whe¬ 
ther he had not received a letter from lord 
S. saying, that opening letters from the 
prisoners, was illegal i Cunningham an¬ 
swered, " whether I have, or have not, I 
shall do as 1 please." Since the 18th of 
the present month, witness had again ap¬ 
plied to be admitted to bis client; but be 
' had received as an answer from Simmons, 
the clerk to the gaoler, that he had re¬ 
ceived no such authority fiom Mr. Cun¬ 
ningham.—The witness was ordered to 
withdraw. 

Earl Stanhope then said, that he had) 
proved all which he had wished to prove; 
and should leave it to the consideration 
of their lordships, whether, as such strong 
facts bad been proved, a committee sboula 
be appointed to consider of the case, or 
whether another course of proceeding, 
which he thought best, and for which 
there were many precedents, should be 
•dieted, namely, to order the King's At¬ 
torney General to prosecute the gaoler. 

Sidmouth began by remarking, that 
the lettSf nantiooed in the evidence was 
sent by ntm, not to tbe gaoler, but to the, 
chairman of the court of the quarter ses-' 
sions, in whom, the power of controlling ; 
the gaoler resided. He had stated in that i 
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letter, that the opening'of letters addressed 
to the prisoners was unlawful; and that 
Ute prisoners should have free Communi¬ 
cation with their legal advisers. Bach, 
be believed, was the general practice, and 
be should have much doubted, if it bad 
not been stated on oath, that any person 
who presented himself in the character of 
a legal adviser, bad been refused admis¬ 
sion to a prisoner. There might be ex¬ 
treme cases where it might be proper to 
open letters of prisoners, but they should 
be extreme; and be could scarcely con¬ 
ceive any thing that could authorise such 
a proceeding in the case of a person con¬ 
fined for debt, or for fines due to the crown. 
In persons committed for felony, the case 
might be in some degree different. The 
existence of the practices asserted by the 
witness bad been denied by very respect¬ 
able persons, of whom he had enquired on 
the subject. As to the committee of en¬ 
quiry mentioned by the noble earl he 
should not ub'iect to it. 

Earl Utanhope was glad that the noble 
viscount had acted so properly on the oc¬ 
casion, by informing the magistrates of 
the illegality of the proceedings com- 
plained of; but it was only an aggrava¬ 
tion of the case, if it could be aggravated, 
that, in general, attorneys were admitted 
to their clients in the gaol in question, be¬ 
cause it followed that not only there was a 
had rule, but that it was partially followed 
up; for it had been stated at the bar, on 
oatii, that in a particular case an attorney 
had been refused admittance, and the evi¬ 
dence had been delivered in so unexcep¬ 
tionable a manner, that no peer had even 
thought fit to cross-examine the witness. 
He should proceed with a motion for en¬ 
quiry, if the noble viscount did not pledge 
himself to make an enquiry himself, and 
proceed, if the facts turned out as they 
appeared at present from the evidence, to 
take such proper measures as were in the 
power of government; for it would not be 
proper, that people of this country should 
be left under lock and key to be so tor¬ 
mented. 

Lord Sidmouth stated, that whether or 
no the noble earl proceeded to move for 
a committee, he should feel it bis duty to 
enquire into the circumstances of the case, 
which had been quite differently repre¬ 
sented to him by the magistrates, who had 
stated that access bad never been denied 
to legal advisers. He had also ® letter in 
his pocket from one of the petitioners to 
the House, who bed represented Uiis 
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matter qmte dilFeren^y ffbm that'in which 
he had state d it in his petition. 

Earl Stanhope said^i that if it turned oo^ 
that abuses had prevailed, he hoped the 
the noble viscount would proceed not 
very smoothly against the oflenders. 
What information the noble viscount bad 
received from these magistrates and others, 
was not worth one nib of a straw, in op» 
position to the evidence taken at the bar. 
The magistrates might have heard and 
believed that no obstacle had been thrown 
in the way of the admission of the legal 
advisers of the prisoners; but a case had 
been fully proved at the bar to the con* 
trary. He should leave to the responsi¬ 
bility of the noble viscount the further 
consideration of this important subject. 

Lord HoUand said, the evidence was of 
great importance, and thought it should 
be printed. 

The evidence was accordingly ordered 
to be printed. 

luisH Seditious Meetihcs Eill. 1 The 
order of the day for the second reading of 
the Irish seditious meetings Bill being 
read. 

Lord Sidmouth observed, that it was his 
painful duty to bring this measure under 
the consideration of their lordships. This 
was a Bill of a very ditferent description 
from the Bill which be had brought under 
their notice a few days ago. This Bill, 
he wag sorry the necessity existed, did 
propose to make some alteration in the 
law. It conferred new and extraordinary 
powers on the magistrates. It could only 
be necessity, that could justify the confer¬ 
ring of such powers on the magistrates, 
and it was on that ground only, that it 
was proposed to their lordships to adopt 
the measure. The state of disturbance in 
which several parts of Ireland^ and too 
many parts of it, were at this moment, 
was notorious ; and that unhappily 
constituted the necessity for this Bill 
There was not a single individual, wellac- 
uainted with the state of Ireland, who 
onbted that it was absolutely necessary 
to adopt some measure of this description. 
He diu not say, that, as a foundation for 
any political measure, their lordships 
could rest merely on reports of what bad 
passed in another place; but, it was stat¬ 
ed, that, in the other House, when the 
other Bill was brought forward, there was 
un universal attestation of the necessity of 
that measure. There was also a general 
attestation tA the argent expediency of 
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this Bill, subject, however, to an objection 
in some quarters, on'the ground of taking 
away part of the benefit of the trial by 
jury. The necessity of quelling this spirit 
of disturbance, was universally felt and 
acknowledged by thote who bad the best 
acquaintance with the situation of Ire¬ 
land; and, he trusted, that those noble 
lords in that House, who moreparticalarly 
knew what was the state of that Country, 
would inform'their lordships of their im- 
presssion as to the necessity of this measure. 
The evils with which that country was at 
present aillicted, did not arise from the' 
defective state of civilization in many 
parts of Ireland. They were not the con¬ 
sequence of meetings, and ordinary riots 
at fairs; but they had their foundation in 
the most nefarious of purposes and dispo¬ 
sitions: they arose from combinations 
among the lower orders, who became 
bound by oaths of the most solemn cha¬ 
racter, to prosecute objects of the most 
mischievous nature, by means the most 
horrid and nefarious. The most lament¬ 
able outrages had prevailed. Torture bad 
been often inflicted; murder frequently 
perpetrated, if he were to lay before 
their lordships all the information that 
had reached government on this subject, 
it would be impossible for any one among 
them, he thought, not to acknowledge the 
necessity of some such measure as the 
present, though the information would 
shock their minds, and wound their feel¬ 
ings. In the county of Westmeath, in 
the Queen’s county, in the county of Tip¬ 
perary, and a variety of other counties, 
these outrages prevailed, which were dis¬ 
graceful to those who committed them, 
and which it would be disgraceful to the 
government to permit to continue. It was 
for the purpose of giving security to the 
well-disposed and peaceable inhabitants 
pf these disturbed counties, that this Bill 
was brought forward.—The noble SecK- 
tary then, by way of illustration, read 
some passages frons applications made to 
the lord lieutenant, for the revival of the 
Act of the 47 th of the King, by the magis¬ 
trates, and principal proprietors, in the 
county of Westmeath, and another of the 
disturbed counties. One of these was 
signed by lords Castlemain and West¬ 
meath, and 47 magistrates. The disturb- ' 
ances, in spite of the examples made, had 
increased. A man bad been assassinated 
in the midst of a congregation at charcb, 
not one of whom attempted to seize the 
usassin. A man bad given evidcAae on 
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tiw trial of aeveral pmon* fof * Qtoat 
Qtrocioua murder, similar ta the murder 
of Mr^ I^retall, two or three years age, 
ill tbia countr}'. It had been Mrpeirated 
by ititif persons, who were the half of a 
nurty delegated by three different vil- 
for the perpetration of this murder. 
They bad cast lots, who should andertalic 
it f UiC lot ^11 on these nine, and these 
bad cast lots among thenseiTeB, which 
individual should strike the blow. They 
were seized, brought to trial, and six of 
ibero were ceodemoad and executed. The 
chief STidenco was a respectable man, 
who was instantly apprised of his danger. 
He made his escape, and was kept for 
some .time protected in lord Castlemain’e. 
house. But against the advice of his lord" 
idiip, or those in the bouse at the time, he 
left it, and went home; and the very first 
night he was there, Uu and his wife were 
murdered.—'Those misguided people were 
so little deterred hy fear ol the law, that 
excesses had been committed on the 4tli 
of the present inuiith, even while the 
Westmeath assiZhs were going on. It 
was observable, that the oath lately taken' 
difiered from that before tbc restoration 
of peace. The former enjoined secrecy, 
truth to the “ committee,*' a solemn bond 
to pursue informers to death, either by 
hanging, drowning, or laying under 
ground," dead or alive: and finally, to 
assist the French on tlieir landing. The 
latter retaining the original clauses of se* 
crecy, bound to demolish government, 
“ to lOot up pride and tyranny," to abo- 
lish tithes and taxes* and plant the tree 
of libel ty. On those oaths, no comment 
was necessary, farther than to prevent the 
supposition, that be bad any idea of actual 
danger to government from them: but 
they were the fruits of a desperate and 
evil epirit, threatening much suffering to* 
the peaceable eommanity. There was 
not the slightest reason to believe, that 
those crimiaali had any leaders above 
their own sank, or, that any man of re* 
spectability was uoncerned with them.— 
Hi« lordship then stated the nature of the 
Bill, which was, with a few additional 
enactments, the same as that formerly 
before the House. It preposed, that two 
inagisirates should have the power of 
Bums^uutng a meeting of the other mag is- ] 
(rates and gontlemen of the district, for 
the purpofK of having a special session, 
vvhich was, Ol oo time, to take place m 
less than seven dhiyv. Thaw, upon die re- 
pteseotatioa of those su^gtitmtes to the 
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lord iitutenant* be should 1 m empowered 
to issue a proclamation, declaring the 
county, or district, in a state of disturb- 
ance, and appomiing a special session of 
magistrates to try disorderly persons, the 
session to be presided over by a king's 
Serjeant, or other barrister, who, in case 
of his disapproving of the proceediogi, 
was to have the power of susjiendmg the 
execution of the sentence, until be had 
submitted them to the lord lieuienaot. 
Other provisions were added, respecting 
the iiapaniteUmg of a jury, the proceed¬ 
ing by information, and the punishment 
for taking the unlawful oaths, seven years 
transportation; and, for the other excesses 
according to their degree. Those called 
disorderly, were such as were found out¬ 
side tlieir houses from an hour after sun¬ 
set, to within an hour of sun-rise, the con- 
cealei's of arms, and the takers of unlawful 
oaths. 

The of Carysfort addressed the 
House at some length upon the sub¬ 
ject, and took an historical view of the 
mode and principle upon which the £ng- 
'' lish government of Ireland, in fact, a^ 
practice, generally proceeded, from the 
period of the reign of Klizabetb, down to 
the present time. In this view, his lord¬ 
ship seemed to think the benefits, or ad¬ 
vantages, of the real constitution of Eng¬ 
land, had never been fairly or fully com¬ 
municated to Ireland; more especially 
with respect to the important considera¬ 
tion of the administration of justice to the 
people at large. The Bill, he thought, 
went to give a most alarming extent of 
discretionary power to the executive go¬ 
vernment, over the people of Ireland, 
and what he must think a novel, and 
highly questionable mode; these powers 
were given in a way, which not only mi¬ 
litated agauMt the best principles of the 
English constitution, but proceeded in a 
course perfectly opposed to that, by which 
the judicial administration of tne laws 
was regulated in this country; where the 
person who presided in the courts of jus¬ 
tice, was< instead of being a prqudiced 
accuser of the parties Iwoeght for trial be¬ 
fore him, bound in duty to be, if they had 
no other, their legal defender; and this 
proposition he urgra in contrast to the ar¬ 
bitrary powers given to loeai magistrates, 
by the Bill in question. His lordship 
then commented aa the sctuel situation of 
the people of Ireland. The common peo¬ 
ple were more estranged than any other 
I rrom the nobility* and »h» af«ie from tba 
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neceaitry eiitmlion in w^iiidh liiey wers 
placed. When ooRtrastcd with the lower 
orders in this country, the people of Ire* 
land appeared only like siavcsi 'J'here 
was not a mau in England, who did not 
know, that the fruits of his labour were 
protected ; and, if he fell into calamity, 
his country afibrded him assmtaoce; but 
the state uf the people of Ireland^ on the 
contrary, could not be described by any 
other name, than tliet of slavery. They 
bad neither dwellings, clothes to cover 
them, property to support them, not even 
liberty. Hence, people in this situation 
could not be expected to shew attachment 
to the government, because they expe* 
rieuced no protection from it; they did 
not even know that they lived under a 
goveinment; and, being in such a de* 
plorable and desperate state, they were 
ready for any thing. He objected to the 
Bill tieture the House, because it gave 
new potvers; it directed the strength 
and vengeance of the state against those 
who stood mo«t in need of its protection 
and assistance; while it was not even suf« 
iicient for restoring peace in places that 
might be disturbed. It went to authorize 
magisliates, to transport a man for seven 
years, on no other ground, than not being 
found HI bis house ten minutes after sumseU 
By such laws, neither the morals nor the 
peace of Ireland could ever be promoted: 
but as long as the principles ot the an> 
cient law were adhered to by govern* 
nient, and the trial by jury continued, no 
apprehension need be entertained. His 
lordship concluded, with saying, that, with 
these impressions on his mind, he found 
it hnpossible to vote for the second read* 
mg of the Bill, which, he was convinced, 
would only create and augment the mis* 
chief it pretended to remedy; and, 
with this conviction, he should move, 
that, instead of now, it be read a second 
time on Ist of September.—On the ques¬ 
tion being put, 

Lord Holland said, be did not tenean to 
detain the Uuuse, by repeating any of his 
former observations, but he could not re¬ 
frain saying, that he thoi^fat there could 
be but one opinion of the Bill, which was, 
that its principle was quite abhorrmt to 
all ideas of civil Hberty. Yet, be felt no 
lu'sitation in saying, that of many of the 
amendments and alterations -that had 
been introduced in it, be fhlly approved; 
particularly that, which went to place « 
person of fej^ hfiowledge and habits at 
the bead of the veasiohsi But net atty 
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mendment that had been, or oenld be 
made in it, woukl obviate bis insuperable 
objtxtton to the dispensing with the trial 
by jury. He understood, that it was in*- 
tended to reduce the term of existence of 
the Bill from three to two years, which 
had his approbation; yet be nost oppose 
the general nature of' the Bill itsedf, as it 
punished witbuui the intervention of ajury,' 
and threw -upon persons the onus of nrov*. 
ing their own innocence. He could not 
but add, that the Bill of 1807 had no 
sanction from him. The motive aseigmdl 
for it Was, the existence of a strong Frwidlli 
party in Ireland; but as it was notovinuib 
that no such party existed at present, tbet 
revival of the measure was, in his mmd»- 
unnecessary, and, therefore, he should 
enter bis protest against it. 

Earl Sumhope declared himself an enemy 
to the Bill m loie, and should be sorry to 
be considered by any man alive as giving 
bis sanction to a measure so unjust, ob« 
noixions, and unconstitutional. His lord¬ 
ship descanted on the hardships to which 
the lower classes in Ireland were subjected j 
particularly the poor tenantry; the last 
taker of land being liable to be distrained, 
by ail the men above him; and he con¬ 
sidered it scandalous on the part of govern* 
meiit, that nothing wits done to relieve 
the people from such horrible oppreuion. 
As to the principle of the Bill before Ihe 
House, be considered it as a curse on the 
country, and worse than the Norman Cur- 
feu. It was net enough to debate the 
Bill; and, as persuasion would be useless, 
he should move, in the Committee, that 
it be made to end with the terro'mation of 
the next session of parliament. 

Lord Holland briefly objected to a part 
of a clause which authoiisod the appoint¬ 
ment of counsel, if any such could be 
procured, on the ground, as we understood, 
that counsel could and ought always to be 
obtained. 

Lord Sidtnotuh signified his assent to tbe 
alteration, and the Bill was then read x 
second time and committed for to-morrow. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
ffednesday, 97 » 

GsaEUAL Qorb. 1 Mr. JfersA presented 
a Petition from William Firth, Esq. bar* 
rister, of Norwich, oowplainiog of th« 
conduct of genera) Oore, in tbe govanV- 
ment of Upper Canada, of which province 
tbe petitioner bad been Attorney OmMril. 
Tbe bon, momber stated, that be con* 



SS'tfj HOUSE bF COMMONS, 

reived in hk dilty, as a membei* of that 
House, to present any petition directed to 
n proper objerr,<end coached in decorous 
langwige, which was clearly the case in 
this instauce: but be bad no besitation 
vvhaiever in presenting this Petition, be< 
cause, having the fullest knowledge of the 
character of the petitioner, from an ac¬ 
quaintance of several years, be could most 
implicitly rely upon his honour and 
accuracy* 

The Petition was then read. It stated, 
that immediately after the arrival of the 
etitioner in Canada, he was called upon 
y general Gore, to concur in bis oSiciai 
capacity, in the prosecution of a system of 
measures against which his judgment and 
feelings revolted. He found very soon, 
that spies were scattered through the 
colony, to disturb the harmony and social 
conftdence of the inhabitants; that the 
sanctity of the Post-oflice had been vio¬ 
lated ; that the best English subjects in 
the colony wr^e oppressed; that the 
revenue was impaired; and that the 
people of Canada had been thus kept in a 
feverish disturbed state, without any ap¬ 
parent cause; without any rational ground 
--4md that the petitioner's situation was, 
through such circumstances, rendered 
peculiarly uncomfortable, the more so, 
because general Gore, in consequence of 
the petitioner’s refusal to co-operate in his 
views, endeavoured, by every possible ex¬ 
pedient, to annoy him. Petitioner con¬ 
cluded with stating, that feeling his sitna- 
^ioi| under general Gore quite intolerable, 
he resigned his official employment, and 
returned to England : and pledging him¬ 
self to prove the truth of his allegations. 
—The Petition was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

MaD'Houses.I Mr. Rote moved, that 
there be laid before the House, an account 
of the number of houses in the kingdom, 
appropriated fur the reception of Lanatics 
under the act of the i4>th of the King, 
mentioning the paiish in which they are 
situated, together with the names of the 
persons who keep them. He stated, that 
It was his intention early in the nest 
seation, to move for a committee to inquire 
into the state of the Mad-houses in the 
kingdom. When this was done he was 
convinont that it would appear that the 
necessity for such a measure, as that which 
he had sopm time ago proposed to the 
boose, would appear urgent. He was so 
firmly convinced of the propriety of hav- 
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ingthe Bill, which he bad proposed, passed 
into a law, that he sbonld find it bis duty 
next session to expose facts which, in the 
hope that the Bill would have passed 
without opposition, he bad hitherto kept 
back.—The motion was agreed to. 

SiB George Barlow.] Mr. Marsh gave 
notice, that early in next session, he would 
move for the institution of an enquiry into 
the conduct of sir George Barlow, in tbego- 
vernment of Madras. This motion, the hon. 
member said, it was his intention to have 
brought forward in the present sessions, 
if sir George had arrived in due time, but 
from the consideration of that gentleman’s 
absence, and in deference to the opinion 
of others whom he had consulted, he was 
induced to postpone his purpose. The 
subject-matter of his motion, the hon. 
member described to refer to theimproper 
interference of sir G. Barlow, in ccitain 
prosecutions instituted before the proper 
tribunal at Madras, against persons 
charged with fraud, forgery, and con¬ 
spiracy, with respect to the debts of the 
nabob of the Carnatic. This tribunal was 
known to be wholly independent of the 
controul of the local government. Yet 
sir G. Barlow thought proper to interpose 
with it, and in consequence of his objec¬ 
tion to the prosecutions alluded to, endea¬ 
voured, by ail the means in his power, to 
annoy and persecute every person con¬ 
cerned in promoting or conducting them. 
One of these persons bad, therefore, been 
sent by sir George Barlow, from a lucra¬ 
tive situation at Madras, to a distant and 
unwholesome settlement—so unwholesome 
indeed, as to be fatal to the health of that 
officer. Sir G. Barlow had also acted 
improperly towards another gentleman, 
Mr. Thomas Parry. 

Mr. Wrotteilty here rose to order, ob¬ 
serving that the hon. gentleman was not 
only exceeding the usual limits of a notice 
of a motion, but making accusations which 
could not 1^ aiuwered for a considerable 
time, and against a gentleman who was 
not present to defend himself. 

Mr. Marsh declared, that his only ob¬ 
ject was fully and fairly to explain the 
points to which his motion would refer, 
and this explanation he thought the more 
necessary, as so many parts of the admi¬ 
nistration of sir G. Barlow were also com¬ 
plained of. He therefore conceived that 
he was acting witti candour towards the 
accused, whim he disclaimed any inten¬ 
tion of trespassing upon the order of the 
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House, an4 was decidedly averse to any 
violation, of the principles of jastice. He 
then moved that copies should be laid be> 
fore the House of the memorials presented 
to his Majesty from Messrs. Maitland, 
Evans, and Parry, relative to the rois> 
conduct of sir G. Barlow in the govern* 
meat of Madras. He also moved for other 
documents upon the same subject, which 
had, he said, already been laid before the 
House. 

Mr. Tiemey suggested, that in fairness 
the other side should also have an oppor¬ 
tunity of calling for papers on this subject, 
observing, that if the motion of the hon. 
gentleman were acceded to, an ex parte 
statement would go forth, which might 
interfere with the merits of the case, and 
at a period, too, when no answer could be 
duly promulgated. 

The Speaker observed, that it could not 
be necessary to move for papers already 
before the House, and thcreibre he sug¬ 
gested to the hon. gentleman the propriety 
of re-considering his motion, with a view 
to select the documents for which it might 
be necessary for bis object to move. 

Mr. Manh said, that in compliance with 
this suggestion, he should postpone his 
motion until Friday : but upon some ob¬ 
servations from Mr. Wynn, the hon. gen¬ 
tleman agreed to postpone his motion 
until next session. 

Mr. M\lusoji’s Invention.] Sir F, 
Burden, after some observations.tjpon,what 
he understood from good authorit}l^'t^,b'e 
an unfounded sta^enteiMr ^p§irt .of 

gentlemen on the other side,<'1’especting 
the impracticability of producing a return 
of the lives lost,in our navy through the 
upsetting of boats, dec. gave ftotice of a 
motion for to-nionow upon this subject, 
with a view to shew how many persons 
had been lost since the rejection of Mr. 
Mallison’s plan for saving the lives of our 
seamen, which plan was recommended by 
the report of a committee of that House. 
The gentlemen who could have sodeceived 
the House, respecting the returns alluded 
to, appeared to him to deserve serious 
censure. 

The Chancellor qf the Exchequer stated, 
that it would, as be understood, be neces¬ 
sary to examine all the log-books in the 
navy, in order to make up the return re¬ 
quired by the hon. barooet. 

^ir F, Burdetl observed, that even so, the 
object was deserving of the trouble. 
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HOUSE OF LOROa 
Thurtde^, July 28. 

Irish Seditious Meetings Bill.] The 
House having resolved itself into a Com¬ 
mittee on the Irish Seditious Meetings 
Bill, 

Earl Stanh(^ said, that he had objec¬ 
tions of a general nature to the Bill, and 
especially to those strange clauses which 
took from the subject the protection af¬ 
forded by a trial by jury, and suldected a 
man to transportation at the will of a new 
jurisdiction, if be or any of his famit/^ 
happened to be froin home after sun-s'et. 
These clauses, be contended, would put an 
end to the most innocent social inter¬ 
course. He was, however, too well versed 
in parliamentary matters to hope to do 
any good by proposing an alteration on 
these subjects ; but he could not see why 
even in the view of those who supported 
the Bill, the end of the next session would 
not be a term sudiciently extended, to 
answer all purposes, for if their lordships 
were inclined to do their duty they might 
next session, by the taking olF oppressive 
taxes and abolishing other grievances, 
bring the people of Ireland into a state of 
good humour. One of the worst griev¬ 
ances was, that an under tenant was s^ject 
to be distrained, not only for the rent due 
by him to the tenant immediately above 
him, but for all the rent due from all the 
'intermediate tenants to those above them, 
‘or to the original landlord. His lordship 
-concluded, by proposing an amendment, 
that the Bill should expire at the end of 
the next session of parliament, instead of 
at the end of three years. 

The Karl of Liverpool said, that the term 
of three years, was that which stood in the 
former Bill of the same nature. It would 
be easy, if it was necessiaryj to propose a 
repeal of the Bill before the expiration of 
that term ; and it did not follow, that be¬ 
cause the Ilill existed, the provisions of 
would be carried into effect. Indeed, fje 
hoped, that would not be necessary. At 
kto what the noble earl had said ahodt re¬ 
pealing taxes, and redressing grievances. 
It did not apply to Ireland. There was no 
country more lightly pressed on by taxes, 
or where the government was more popu¬ 
lar. The evils origiuated in the customs 
and disposition of the people.—in the stqtp 
of property and opinion. If the laws' or 
adminisiraliun had been bad, a remedy 
might be applied j but habit's it was dot ift 
the power of parliament to cbRp|[e'. He 
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•boald, tbetNefore, oppaie «h« amendment. 

&rl Stanhi^ adduced, as an instance 
of a grievance, which ct)u1d be put an end 
to by law, the distress of under-tenants fur 
the rent due by their over-tenants, which 
he^had before mentioned. 

I^rd liedesdak said, that the law was 
the same in that respect as the law of this 
country, attbougb, as applied to the state 
of property in Ireland, it was one of the 
causes of discontent. But such were the 
contracts of the parties, and it would be 
improper and unjust to alter them. His 
lordship then enumerated several other 
causes of discontent and disturbance in 
Ireland. Those of the peasantry, who 
were of Irish blood, had often a notion 
that the lands which they rented ought to 
have been their own. The property had, 
according to their ideas, before the arrival 
of Strongbow, been divided among them 
by clans. If a man was of the name of 
the clan supposed formerly to have pos¬ 
sessed the property, he fancied that part 
it belonged of light to him. Persons 
took long leases, sometimes renewable for 
ever, and then sublet the lands. It hap¬ 
pened often that a man let lands to others 
to the extent of 12 or 1,300/. a yearj and 
that he himself paid to his superiors 1,0001. 
of these rents j and thus, a man of 200/. or 
300/. a year there, had all the influence 
among the inferior classes, that here be¬ 
longed to a man of 12 or 1,300/. a year 
iiicome. This was another source of dis¬ 
content and disturbance. The actual cul¬ 
tivators of the ground were not farmers 
of large capital, as here; but the farms 
were small possessions divided among a 
number of poor people, whose condition 
was but little superior to that of common 
day-labourers here. There was a disin¬ 
clination in Ireland to labour for others : 
and a man there would much rather reiit 
an acre for himself, and do with it as well 
as he could, than labour for another. 
Ibose who would be in the class of farmers 
here, who bad long leases of lands which 
they sublet toothers, were always desi¬ 
rous there of being considered as belong- ‘ 
ing to what had been called the Squire¬ 
archy of the country. This unfortunate 
diatribation of property, together with the 
notiops of the Irish peasants as to their 
title to the property of the land, enabled 
mischievous people to work on the pas¬ 
sions of the lower orders to the worst of 
4>urpoBes. A ^eat number of the owners 
of property in Ireland, did not reside there, 
a ciicumstance which was attended with 
* 
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had eflerts. The most respeet- 
abln of those who did reside, were not 
so much disposed, perhaps, as was de¬ 
sirable to execute the duties of magis¬ 
trates ; and the consequence was, that the 
duties were often entrusted to persona not 
ill such prominent and respectable situa¬ 
tions in life as those in which the magis¬ 
trates of this country generally vvere. He 
hoped he should be pardoned for stating 
it, but the higher orders did not do (heir 
duties with so much of that patriotism 
which, he conceived, would be proper and 
becoming: not, that he meant to say that 
the higher orders in Ireland did not feel 
as patriotically as any nien, but that, 
merely from mistaken views, they did not 
act with so much zeal, as in his opinion, 
they ought to do. The cure for the evil 
would be the introduction of riches, and a 
change of habits The properly would 
then be managed in this country, and 
these disturbances w'ould be at an end. 
But in the mean time it was of the last im¬ 
portance, that tlie laws there should be put 
in execution, that the King’s writ should 
run every where without opposition. He 
had taken care that it should, when he 
was there, as far as'the laiv was under his 
controol. lie had done things which had 
been considered as impossible ; but per¬ 
severance and spirit woulddo a great deal. 
At present, the disturbed state of Ireland 
prevented respectable farmers, like those 
in this country, from residing there, and 
diminished the value of property. The 
preservation of the peace of Ireland was 
therefore necessary even to the future im¬ 
provement of that country. Improvement 
now was advancing rapidly there, and it 
was the duty of the legislature to lake care 
that its progress should not be checked, 
but encouraged : hut no direct act of le¬ 
gislation could cure the evil. 

Eail StunAope contended, that his argu¬ 
ments, with respect tothedisiressto which 
the pooV were wequeutly rendered liable, 
by being distrained upon by the inter¬ 
mediate landlords, remained unanswered. 

The Amendment was negatived, and the 
Bill passed through the committee, and 
w«8 reported. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Thursday, July 28. 

Mr. Mallison’s Invention.] Sir F. 
Burdett rose, pursuant to notice, to move 
for a return of Uie number of seamen 
drowned or lost through the upsetting of 
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boats from the 5th of Jiina* 18U» to the 
latest period pt which the saiiie could be 
made oat. tfpon a former occasioo^ the 
bon. baronet observed, that be had been 
told by some gentlemen on the other side, 
that it would be impossible to make out 
the return he desired. But be, on the 
contrary, understoody that it would be 
perfectly easy to prepare such a return, 
lie had, indeed, a fetter from a respectable 
naval officer, stating, that it was the usual 
practice to record, in the log-book, the 
number of seamen lost, whether by drown¬ 
ing or otherwise; and all these log-books 
were notoriously transmitted to thu Admi* 
rally. Nothing, then, as be was assured, 
could he more easy than to make out the 
return alluded to. Then as to the cui btmo 
of bis motion, he was anxious to ascertain 
the extent of the injury which, as he was 
informed and believed, might have been 
prevented by the adoption of the ingeni¬ 
ous invention of Mr. Mallisoo, commonly 
called " The Seaman’s Friend.” Of the 
utility and efficacy of this invention, the 
committeo appointed to exan\jiie it, had 
expressed no doubt whatever; but,on the 
contrary, had made an unanimous repuit 
in its ravour. Why, then, was not that 
report attended to, and the invention pa¬ 
tronized as it deserved ? Tlie House had 
lately made a liberal vole to captain Man- 
by for his invention to save the lives of 
seaman; 2,00Uf. had been granted to 
that officer himself, as a reward for his 
personal merit, while from (i to 7,000/. 
were voted to promote the use of his in¬ 
vention. lie had no objection to the 
grant of a fair remuneration to capt. Man- 
by ; but he could nut conceive any just 
treason, why Mr. Mallisou’s invention, 
which, according to his information, pos- 
se8.sed considerably more merit, should be 
entirely overlooked—that tlie latter should 
receive only 100/. foi an invention which 
promised to be univeisally useful, while 
captain Manby’s invention, which was 
only applicable to particular stations and 
occasions, should be so liberally consider¬ 
ed. By captain Mauby's invetltion, it 
was propose to save seamen exposed to 
danger immediately off shore; but by Mr. 
Maiiison’s invention, seamen would ip alt 
cases be rendered incapable of <;inking, 
and of tmurse the latter was superior in 
merit. His motion also had in view the 
establishment of what was called a parlia¬ 
mentary ground for t^e proposition wl^ich 
he meant to briog forward for the ade¬ 
quate reward of Mr. Mallison, and for the 
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due advancement of hit invention. He 
therefore, thought it material to ascertain 
the number of lives lost since Mr. Mal- 
lison*s indention was made known to the 
Admiralty and the publle; for if those 
lives were numerous, the Admiralty was 
seriously responsible in neglecting tu avail 
itself of an invention calculated to prevent 
such sacrifices. The number of lives lost 
by drowning in the navy since the year 
IbOS, had, be was informed, amounted to 
no less than from 10 to 12,000 men, and as 
to the proportion of that number lost since 
June l&U,the Admiralty, for its ownvio-, 
dication, was peculiarly bound to show 
some reason why it declined to adopt 
so simple, so easy, and so unexpensive a 
plan for savingthe lives of seamen, as that 
presented by Mr. Mallison's invention. 
The life of a man, estimating it even ac¬ 
cording to the scale of the We.st India 
slave owner, was wortli bO/, and what, 
then, must be the estimate of our gallant 
seamen who had suffered death in the 
way described ; or What the responsibility 
of those through whose neglect in rejecting 
Mr. Mallison’s invention, such suffi'ring 
had taken place. ? 'Here the hon. baronet 
reverted to the statement of gentlemen on 
the other side, as to the impracticability 
of making out the return to which bis 
motion referred, which statement must, be 
was assured, proceed eitherfrom ignorance 
or some other motive which it would not 
be proper in him to name. By that state¬ 
ment, however, bis motion, on a former oc¬ 
casion, was baffled ; but being convinced 
of the r 4 nacy of toe assertion, he now felt 
it his dutjttto resume his motion, in which 
motion be sjiould per»evere,,unless he b.id 
some gootl reason to the contrary. 

Mr. Oi hr expressed bis ngiet that be 
did not happen to be present on n former 
occasion, wlu n tlie hon. baronet brought 
forward this moiion, although he had 
twice waited in the Douse in the expecta¬ 
tion of it. lie declated bis belief, that it 
would be quite impossible to comply with 
the bon. baronet’s motion, at Ica'.t wilbuut 
the labour of twelve monili-, or probably 
double that period, with the empldyment 
of a special clerk—without, indeed, wad- < 
ing through the log-book of six hundred or 
one thousand ships, which log-books w'cre 
periodically transmitted to the Admtr.iity, 
some accurate, and others the c<>ntr.i ry. 
It was impossible, in fhefe, to see ibe limit 
of such an examination. And for what 
purpose was it proposed to institote itf 
Why, to asciittain the character of that 
(SK) 
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which, Qo4witli$tanding the bon. baroaei*B 
assertion and iaforniatiou, was as little en¬ 
titled to the name of an invention as any 
thing which could well be imagined. It 
had, in ^ct, to boast neither of novelty 
no^ of utility. He thought it one of the 
Worst of the cork jackets presented to the 
consideration of the Admiralty; and, 
therefore, were be obliged to employ a 
cork jacket, Mr. Mallison's was the very 
last to which he would have recourse. The 
committee to whom it was referred had not, 
indeed, called this plan an invention, al- 
thoegh that cotandtlee reported in its 
iRavour. But the fact was, that it could not 
be called an invention; for it was merely 
an alteration of the plan used by boys in 
Bwimming, by directing, that instead of 
pfaciug (ork under the shoulders, in the 
ordinary way, some cork should be placed 
under (he breast, and some on the back— 
and this, truly, was called the magiiilirent 
invention of Mr. Mallison ! The Aiimirally 
bad, however, givtj Mr. MalJison 100/.; 
but that gift proceeded rather from a de¬ 
sire to encourage the application of talents 
to a subject of this nature, than from any 
favourable opinion of -Mr. Maliison’s in- 
vention, as it was termed. But if this 
plan of Mr. Mallison were of such im- 
mense utility as the hon. baronet was led 
to believe, why, he would ask, was it not 
adopted in the merchants’ service, over 
which the Admiralty bad no controul ? 
Had Mr. Mallison sold one hundred of 
his jackets to the merchant ships? lie 
believed not; and, surely, if it were so 
useful, thousands would have been so dis¬ 
posed of. After some further remarks, in 
Which the hon. gentleman ridiculed Mr. 
Mallison’s plan as a trumpery invention, 
which be said he was warranted in de- 
acribiog it, upon the authority of several 
%aval officers, he concluded with rejieat- 
ang his dissent from the motion. 

Mr. Whithrtad declared, that having ‘ 
been a member of the committee ap¬ 
pointed to ejeamine Mr. Mallison’s plan in 
JBIl,hn could say* that that committee 
iananimously recommended its adoption; 
and among the committee were some naval 
.^cers of the highest respectability. One 
of thece officers, who was a particular 
friend of his, and who, from illness, was 
prnt'ented from going to sea at the time, 
nsRutod'bim, that were he to go to sea, he 
■would employ Mr. Mallisou’s inventiop, 
"om his of its utility. The 

“fuliar adVAhtago of this Invention was. 
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that seamen might use it without being 
disquatiBed from acting in tbOir ordinary 
engagements, and therefore it was prefer¬ 
able to any other cork jacket, althoiigh the 
hon. Secretary of the Admiralty might not 
think proper to use it. Some persons out 
of doors bad. be understood, objected to 
the plan, lest by facilitating escape it 
migiit encourage desertion; but this 
danger might be guarded against. The 
objeciion, however, it most be observed, 
i(finished some proof of the efficacy of the 
plah. Of this plan he fully approved, 
thinking it useful m many cases, where 
captain Ma'iby’s plan could not operate ; 
and also thinking ili.it it would even serve 
materially to aid that most important in¬ 
vention. 

Mr. W^m said, that 2,0001 had been 
given as a remuneraiion to captain Man- 
by; the rest of tin- grant, was to cover 
the expenses that iiad been inturrerl. In 
case.s wiieie ilieie was any danger of 
limbs being biokt U, he did not see how a 
lil«-pre.server made of cotk could be of 
any scivice. Tlie ilou.se vv.is<-a)lcd upon 
to fewaid inveiilions that had been proved 
to be of utility, and not siu h n«, by possi¬ 
bility, niiglu be so. The qne.^tIon for the 
consideration of ilu* House si as, would 
this invention save lives, and had any in¬ 
stances occnried, of its having actually 
preserved any ? 

Mr. Croker .said, in explanation, that 
the ofiire to which he belonged, would 
give the information sought for, if they 
could. 

Sir F. Burden replied, and mentioned a 
case where this invention had been ot sin- 
gul-ar utility. Conforiuably to ibe sug¬ 
gestion of an hon. gentleman, he should 
limit his ntotioti, in the first itislancc, to 
^Portsmouth and Plymouth. ^ 

Mr. CroArcr stated, from the number of 
ships that visited tho.se harbours, the diffi¬ 
culty of procuring an exac t return, would 
be equally great, as by the original mo¬ 
tion. 

Sir ,F. Burden agreed to withdraw 
his motion, from the implied admission 
14>f the gentlemen on the other side, that 
many lives had been lost through the 
I upsetting of boats, &c. which admis¬ 
sion be deemed a sufiipient ground for 
the object which he had in view, and re¬ 
specting which he should not fail to move 
early in the next session, in order to pro- 
viife for the benefit of the navy, and to 
secure justice to Mr. MaUlWHi. 
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HOUSE OP LORDS. 

JSaturdi^, Juljf 30. 

The Speaker's Speec h to the Prince 
Regent, on preseniinc the Vote op 
Credit Bill.] At two o’clock, his royal 
highness the rriuce Regent came in state 
to the House ol Peers, and entered the 
House in procession, attended by the 
marquis of Hertford, lord chambcrlam; 
the marquis of Winchester, groom of the 
stole; the earl of Cliolniondeley, loid 
steward; and all the accustomed attend* 
ants. The duke of Wellington earned 
the sword of state. Ills Royal Highness 
being seated on the throne, in Ins full 
robes, and with his hat on, with his at¬ 
tendants arranged on cacii side, and the 
Peers present being in their places, ha- j 
bited in their lobes, sii Thomas Tyfwhitt, 
the gentleman usht i of the black rod, was * 
directed by the Prince Regi nl to go to 
the Commons, and signify his Royal High¬ 
ness’s commands, that that House should 
attend in the House of Lords. Siiortly 
alierwaids, the Speaker of the House of 
Commons, in his full-dtcss robes, accom¬ 
panied by a number of membeis, came to 
the bar. 

The Right Honourable the Speaker, 
on piesciitiiig the Vote ol Credit Bill, nd- 
diessed bis 103 ’al highness the Piince Re¬ 
gent, as iollows 

" May it ph ase your Royal Highness, 

“ We, his Majesty’s most duiilul and | 
loyal subjects, the Commons of Great < 
Britain and Ireland, do now attend your 
Ro^'al Highness with our last Bill of Sup¬ 
ply, tor the service of the present year. 

*' Assembled at a penod, when the fate 
of Europe was still doubtful, and balanced 
by alternate hopes and revetses, we have 
been anxious, but not inactive spectators 1 
of those gieat transactions, which havi 
wrouglit so fortunaU* a change in the state 
of the civilized world. 

" During this portentous interval, we 
have pursued our legislative labouis, ac* i 
cording to our accustomed couise, apply¬ 
ing practical remedies to the practical 
evils incident to old establishments, or 
arising out of new occurrences; in some 
cases, proceeding experimentally, by 
laws of a limited duration; in others, col¬ 
lecting such materials of information, as 
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may lay the ground for future measures; 
and those who shall come after us will 
see traces of that progressive improve* 
ment, which the sober habit of this coun¬ 
try cautiously, but not reluctantly, adopts 
into the system of its domestic policy and 
jurisprudence. 

" With respect toourfinancial arrange¬ 
ments, by the piovulent measures of a for¬ 
mer session, we have been enabled to re¬ 
frain from augmenting the burlheos of 
the People ; and, at the same time, to 
make our military exertions correspond 
with the scale of passing events. 

" Whilst we have been thus employed, 
the destinies ol Europe have been gra¬ 
dually uni oiled before our eyes; and the 
poweiful nations of the North, sending 
forth their collective strength, to try the 
last issues of war, whilst Great Britain and 
her allies vveie, with equal vigour, ad¬ 
vancing liom the south, their joint eflbrts 
have, at length, accomplished the down¬ 
fall of the gicatest military despotism, 
which, in modern days, has disgraced 
and desolated the earth. 

In these arduous straggles, wc can 
look back with just pride on the discharge 
of our high duties. The Biitish army, 
modelled upon a wiae system, steadily 
and impartially administered at home, 
and conducted by consummate skill and 
valour in the field, has borne its ample 
share in the glorious conclusion of this 
long, and eventful vrar: and his Majesty’s 
faithful Commons, have gladly lent their 
aid to maintain the honours and dignities 
of those illustrious commanders, whom 
the wisdom of the sovereign has called 
upon to sui round his throne, 

“ In the Peace which has since foiloir- 
ed, the efforts of this country have been 
not less glorious. The wise and liberal 
policy of our government, which an¬ 
nounced justice, and equaiity'of rights, to 
be the basis of our diplomatic system, 
has been happily sustained abroad. The 
Uiitish name now stands high in policy, 
us in arms; and an enlightened people 
has justly applauded the firmness and 
temper which have couciluted and ce-* 
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taeuted (Ise interests of allies, chewed Ihe 
doubtful, animated the zeaiohSy Wid tiniied 
the deliveFers, aod the delivered, in a 
peace, honourable and advantageous to all 
the contracting powers. 

«* The events of our own times have 
OQtrun the ordinary march of history; 
peace restored, commerce revived, thrones 
re.establisbed; a welUfounded hope, that 
the same cooniels, and the same master- 
hand, so mainly instrumental in the work 
hitherto accomplished, may, at the ap¬ 
proaching Congress, extend and fix the 
work of peace throughout Europe; and 
ft further hope, that the earnest, ahd uni* 
v'ersal prayer of this great country, may 
prevail upon the nations of Europe, in re¬ 
establishing their own happiness, to con¬ 
cur, also, in patting an effectual end to 
the wrongs and de'olation of Africa. 

** Auspicious, however, as our present 
atate may seem to be, the instability of 
all human afiairs, forbids us to be too con¬ 
fident of its prosperous continuance. 
Much yet remains to be done in Europe; 
and we have still one contest to .maintain 
by war; a war which we can never con¬ 
sent to terminate, but by the establish¬ 
ment of our claims, according to the 
makims of public law, aod the maratime 
rights of this empire. 

" To provide for these branches of the 
public service, has been our concluding 
care; and the Bill which I have to pre¬ 
sent to your Royal Highness, is intituled, 
" An Act for enabling his Majesty to 
raise the sum of 3 , 000 , 000 /, for the ser¬ 
vice of Great Britain; and for applying 
^ sum of 200,0001. British currency, for 
the service of Ireland:— 

"To v^icb Bill your faithful Com- 
nums, with all humility, entreat his Ma¬ 
jesty’s royal assent.’^ 

'^Ths Prince Regent's Speech at the 
C lose OF THE Session.] The Siweaker 
ibebyresented the Vote of Credit fell, to 
wbldn the royal assent was tignifietl in the 
Msirntfed form, as also to the Militia 
and Chtfthitg Bill, and to Duidas’u 
Divorce Ktf. 


The. JMtt&s, Regent then detiver«l the 
following Speech 

^ My Lords, tuid Gentlemen, 

" I cannot close this Session of Parlia- 
liament, without repeating the expression 
of my deep regret, at the continuance of 
his Majesty’s lamented indisposition. 

“ 'When, in consequence of that cala¬ 
mity, the powers of government were 
first entrusted to me, I found this country, 
engaged in a war with the greater part of 
Europe. 

" I determined to adhere to that line of 
policy which his Majesty had adopted, 
and in which he had persevered under so 
many and such trying difficulties. 

" The zealous and unremitting support 
and assistance which 1 have received from 
you, and from all classes of his Majesty’s 
subjects; the consummate skill and ability 
displayed by the great commander, whose 
services you hare so justly acknowledged } 
and the valour and intrepidity of his Ma¬ 
jesty’s forces by sea and land; have 
enabled me, under the blessing of Divine 
Providence, to surmount all the difficulties 
with which 1 have had to contend. 

" 1 have the satisfaction of contemplat¬ 
ing the full accomplishment of all those 
objects for which the war was either un¬ 
dertaken or continued; and the unex¬ 
ampled exertions of this country, com¬ 
bined with those of bis Majesty’s allies, 
have succeeded in effecting the deliver-* 
ance of Europe from the most galling and 
,oppressive tyranny under which it has 
ever laboured. 

" The restoration of so many of the 
ancient and legitimate governmenis of the 
Continent affords the best prospect of the 
permanence of that peace which, in con¬ 
junction with bis Majesty’s allies, 1 have 
concluded: and you may rely on my 
efforts being diit^cted at the approaching 
Cmigress to complete the settlement of 
Europe, which has been already so aus- 
pieiously begun; and to promote, upon 
principlesjof justice and impartiality, all 
those measures which may appear to be 
calculate4 to secure the hranquiility 
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and happineffi of all the natiom engaged 
in the late vrar. 

»1 regret the continuance of boitUities 
with the United States of America. Not> 
withstanding the unproTokrd aggression 
of the government of that country, and the 
circumstances under which it took place, 

1 am sincerely desirous of the restoration 
of peace between the two nations upon 
conditions honourable to both. But until 
this object can he obtained, 1 am per* 
suaded you will see the necessity of my i 
availing myself of the means now at my i 
disposal, to prosecute the war with in¬ 
creased vigour. 

" Gentlemen of the Hopse of Commons, 

« I thank you for the liberal provision 
which you have made for the services of 
the present year. 

The circumstances under which the 
war in Europe has been concluded, and 
the necessity of maintaining fur a time a 
body of troops in British pay upon the 
continent, have rendered a continuation of 
our foreign expenditure unavoidable. You 
may rely, however, upon my determina¬ 
tion to reduce the expenses of the country 
as rapidly as the nature of our situation 
will permit. 

“ My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

*• It i.s a peculiar gratification to me to 
be enabled to assure you, that full justice 
is rendered throughout Europe to that 
manly perseverance which, amidst the 
convulsions on the continent, has pre¬ 
served this country against all the designs 
of its enemies, has augmented the resources 
and extended the dominions of the British 
empire, and has proved in its result as 
beneficial to other nations as to our otvn. 

“ His Majesty’s subjects cannot fail to 
be deeply sensible of the dratinguisbed 
advantages which they have possessed; 
and 1 am persuaded that they will ascpbe 
them, under Providence, to that conatilu- 
iioti which it has now for a century been 
the object of my family to maintain unim¬ 
paired, and under which the people of this 
t^'slm have enjoyed more -of real liberty 
at home and of true glory abroad than has 
aver fallen to the lot of any nation.” 


' July SO, 18U. 

Then the hard Chaneelior, by the Brilice 
Begent'a command, laid: 

** My lords, and Gentlemen, 

^ It n the commandTof his royal high-" 
ness the Prince Regent, acting in the 
name and on behalf of his Majesty, That 
this parliament be prorogued toBaturday 
the 27th day of August next, to bb then 
here bolden; and this parliament is ac¬ 
cordingly prorogued to Saturday the 27th 
day of August next.” 

His Royal Highness bowed, and the 
Speaker and the Commons having made 
their obeisance, withdrew from the bar. 

The Prince Regent quitted the Houseui 
procession, in the same form as on his 
entrance, and the peers and ladiea retired. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Saturday, July SO, 

The Princess of Wales.] Mr. 
Tkm^ seeing a noble lord opposite in his 
place, wished to ask him some questiona 
on a subject of great public importance. 
It' had been currently reported, that her 
royal highness the Princess of Wales had 
made an application, through his Majes¬ 
ty’s ministers, for permission to return to' 
the continent. Whether that applicatio 4 i 
had been made with a view merely to a 
temporary visit to her Royal Highness’s, 
brother, at Brunswick, or whether it was 
to be understood as involving an intention 
on the part of her Royal Highness to leave 
this country altogether—in either case, 
be could not ^contemplate it without 
deep regret. Unquestionably he could 
conceive the possibility of the existence 
of such a claim on her Royal High¬ 
ness, as would demand her temporary pre¬ 
ference of another Country, although it 
required the utmost strain of his imaginai^* 
tion to do so. If, therefore, the nobka 
lord should reply, that her Royal ffigh- 
ness’s absence would be but temporj|ty,. 
and if the noble lord would pledge mtnself 
to take proper precautions for ihiittrmg 
her Royal Highness’s early return, he 
I should have no great objections to the visit. 
But if he should find that It wastheintention 
of her Royal Highness, as expressed either 
by herself, or by any of the ministers of the 
crowii, to leave this country for the pur¬ 
pose taking up her permaoent abode.on 
the continent, kgaihst such a step he nn»C 
protest most solemnly. The present was 
not a time that would admit of many obser- 
$ 
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ii^aihier of ihe Black mi» 
every cadBEteat expected]; but be could not 
refraia froui taking the only opporturiity 
wlunh. was afforded him of declaring that 
lt». stood perfectly clear from any inter¬ 
ference or knowledge on this subject. This 
]()«,felt himself to be the more imperiouMy 
Called upon to state, because on the recent 
question with respect to the augmentation of 
her royal highness the Princess of Wales's 
income, be and an hon. friend of bis, 
not then present (Mr. Whitbread) had 
been the only two members on that side 
of the House who had taken an active part 
in the proceeding. On that, and on every 
Qther^ occasion in which the consideration 
of her Royal Highness’s situation had been 
involved, he had uniformly and distinctly 
declared, that sofarrfrom having either di¬ 
rectly or indirectly advised her Royal 
Highness, he had never in his life uttered 
a single word to her Royal Highness, and 
had never even bad the honour of being 
introduced to her. That declaration he 
splemniy repeated, because out of doors 
it was not impossible but that an impres- j 
aion of a contrary nature might be made | 
by what had. occurred. For the increase I 
of her Royal Higness’s establishment he I 
certainly had voted; but be protested, 
that he had not done so on mere pecuniary 
grounds, but because he conceived, that by 
obtaining that additional grant her Royal 
Highness would shew the world that 
she bad the countenance and support of 
the House of Commons, and that they 
considered her to be entitled to their pro¬ 
tection. But if, at the bottom of that 
proppsUion, there existed^any arrangement 
favouring of an understanding that the 
public should be deemed to have paid the 
price of her Royal Highness’s quitting the 
country, in. that. arrangement, if it did 
exist, he soiemnly protested that be bad 
op hand. He. would not have voted for 
additional grant had he supposed such 
a thing poasible.—He was sure the House 
would not have .acceded to it had they 
supposed such a tbipg possible.—-He was 
sure, that the House acquiesced in the 
moposition only because they wished that 
hqr. Royal Highness should be enabled to 
Ujtabutain her rank with adequate wlen- 
d.hptiM .^tbis country. If any suc.b*4cpeme 
to,.whicb he had aiiud^ was ac- 
tually'to contemplation, he trusted ibat 
ihe noble not a party to it; and 

he hoped opble lord would take 

care that ^e public should not be bur¬ 
dened by its consequences. He repeated 
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hik coavitj^op, that parliatnes^ had not en¬ 
tertained any such idea as to vote an .ad- 
ditfonal^cqme to her Royal Highness for 
the purpose Of its being spent abroad. 
The only justifiable ground of that vote, 
even in its reduced state, was, that it was 
necessary to the proper splendour of her. 
Royal Highness in this country. 11^ not¬ 
withstanding, Iter Royal Highness should 
go abroad, he trusted that the ministers of 
the crown would take care that no remit¬ 
tance should be sent from this country 
without the leave of parliament. He had 
been induced .to make these observations 
by the persuasion that the course which 
he bad pursued on this subject had exposed 
him to much misconstruction, from the 
effects of which he was desirous to guard 
himself by once more solemnly protesting 
against the departure of her Royal High¬ 
ness, and calling on ministers to prevent 
any remittances from being sent abroad, 
without the sanction of parliament. 

Lord Cnstlereagh confessed, that he felt 
great difficulty to determine in what light 
be was to consider the observations which, 
the right hon. gentleman had just made. 
He had understood the right hbn. gentle¬ 
man to say, that be wished merely to ask 
some questions ; instead of which the 
right hon. gentleman had thought proper 
to make a'speech—and a speech of consi¬ 
derable extent As to the questions them¬ 
selves, he must say that the right hon. 
gentleman was a little unfortunate in his 
selection of the person to whom he ad¬ 
dressed them.' An hon. friend of the right 
hoh. gentleman’s, not then present, must 
be much better acquainted with her 
royal highness the Princess of Wales’; 
intentions; being much more in the con¬ 
fidence of her Royal Highness than be 
bad the honour to be. For his part, 
he knew nothing of her Royal Highness’s 
! intentions. All he knew was, that her 
Royal Highness bad signified to one of his 
Majesty’s ministers, in order that it might 
be communicated to the Prince Regent, 
her Royal Highness’s intention to go to 
the continent. What the right .hon. gen¬ 
tleman’s motives had been hi votipg for 
the late addition to her Royal Highness’s 
incomehe knew not; but be was persuaded 
that, hi agreeing to that proposition, the 
House had no intention of imprisoning her 
Royal ijffgboess in this country, or ol pre¬ 
venting her Royal Highness from residing 
whefever cOnriderations of h^r own plea¬ 
sure- or convenience toighl^ induce heiE to 
take up her abode. 





Mr. Tiermy wre that the Hous0 
iDQ!!t iiiriprisfed ttt ticj&r‘'ft'bn^Hhe noble 
lord that the^ reaidence of her royal hifjb- 
ness the PHncess of,Wales iti England was 
to be considered an imprisonment The 
noble lord had just declitred, that he did 
not know what were her Royal Highness’s 
inleniions in going lo the continent. This 
he would say, that when her Royal High¬ 
ness applied to his Majesty’s ministers on 
the subject, they betrayed- their trust if 
they did not inform themselves thorough¬ 
ly of the nature of her Royal Highness’s 
intentions. As the proceedings of the 
House would necessarily be interrupted 
in a few minutes, he felt it to be a point 
of candour to abstain from making a num* 
her of other observations which presented 
themselves to his mind, but to which it 
would be impossible that he should receive 
any reply. He was sure the House, in 
their iccent grant, had never contemplated 
the departure of her Royal Highness from 
this country. (Mr. Rose laughed audibly). 
The right hon. gentleman seemed mightily 
entertained at this declaration. Perhaps 
the right lion, gentleman knew more of 
the subject than any of them—Pei haps 
he might be able to tell the (loose what 
were her Royal Highness’s intentions, al¬ 
though the noble lord had not been so. 
He would say no more than again enter 
his [irotest against his Majesty’s ministers 
allowing her Royal Ilighliess to quit the 
country without completely ascertaining 
her Royal Highness’s motives, and with¬ 
out taking measures to insure her early 
return. 

Lord Caullereafilh ih explanation, ob¬ 
served, that no one could suppose be bad 
Used the word * imprisonment’ in its 
strongest sense. If any illiberal attempt 
were made to prevent her Royal Highness 
from quitting this country, if she thought 
fit, tbeo, in that sense, he might be allow¬ 
ed to say, that she would be imprisoned 
in this co.untry. 

Mr. Rose said, that his mirth bad been 
exerted by the most extravagant, not to 
say the moat absurd, statements andjasser- 
tions of the tight hon. genUeman'. The 
right hon. gentjemaii was j>erfectly free 
to explain v^at were his own motives for 
voting for an increased allowance; to her 
royal highnessthe Princess of Waleii; but, 
when be proceeded to identify the House 
of Commons with himself, and unequivo¬ 
cally to declare, that it Was the Bens0 of 
the House, not to ladtow her Royal High¬ 
ness to go dtii w the country; it was im- 
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ppssib^ to listen to any thing so Whimsi). 
diily without being jnniWokhd 

to a smile. 


Mr. Tii^niy expressed his readiness (I 
submit to all (be imputations and misrepre’tC 
sentations of the right hon. gentleman and 
his friends; perfectly satisSed, is he was, 
that thereWasnoi a thinking man from 
one end of the island to the other, who 
would not feel the greatest alarin'at the 
step which her Royal Highness was about 
to take. With respect to bis bon. friend 
(Mr. Whitbread), who had beendescrib^ 
by the noble lord as being in possetsioli 
of her Royal Highness’s confidence, fib 
had his bon. friend’s authority for stating, 
not only that he had not advised fam* 
Royal (iighness to quit the country, but 
that he had most earnestly advised her 
not to do so. 


Here the conversation dropped. 


CoMMEHCTAL Intercourse WITH France.] 

Sir F. Burden wished to ask bis Ma¬ 
jesty’s ministers a question. Jt had been 
recently rumoured, that a proposition bad 
been made by the government of France 
to the government of England, to admit 
all articles, the respective produce of the 
two countries, reciprocally, on the pay¬ 
ment of a low duty—he believed 10 per 
cent, ad valorem. From this proposition 
such great advantages,seemed likely to 
arise to Great Britain, thst he wished to 
know whether it had actually been made. 
If it had, he hoped it had been met in a 
similar spirit of liberality on our part. 

Lord C'attlereagh replied, that the hon. 
baronet might'rest assured, that any pro¬ 
position made to the British government, 
which was founded on the principles of a 
liberal commercial intercourse with other 
nations, would certainly be received with 
the utmost cordiality and attention. It 
could not be expected, however, that he 
would at present state any thing with re¬ 
spect to any precise proposition that might 
have been made by any foreign power, ' 


Norway.] Mr. W. Smith asked (he 
noble loi-d, whether be was aware, or' if 
he was not aware, whether be thought it 
right to say, if there would be ally impe- 
dimetit^o the discussion of the aHkirs of 
Sweden and Norway at the approaching 
Congress } However the urgency of the 
existing circumstances might, at the timci 
seem to sanction it, therie was certainly a 
large bddy of, 'individuals iii tbis country, 
who thought that our treaty wHh Sweden, 
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m it MiMieteil (Ihe Annexation of NofW^ 
to that extremely nnjMt; anS m> 

was (teiaaaded, therefore, that it would 
give groat and geneial aatiafaetionj if the 
■0^1''^ lord could feel justified ui holding 
Mi a hope, that this unfortunate afihir 
night grobi^ly be put in a tram of ar<' 
rangemeDt. 

Lord Castiereagk said, that he could not 
take upon himself to give any reply to 
the hon. geatiemw. 

Mxsub PaocKsv] Sir F. Burden pre- 
anited a PattUon from Hannah Jackson, 
widow of the late Joseph Jackson, of 
S^ffield* Yorkshire ; who died under ini- 
prtBonntent for debt on Mesne Piocrss, in 
the l&nf^s-bench prison, on the lUthday 
of this instant July, was presented and 


ietad[i pn^g. that an A«i pass to 
akd|iiii;g||f«wer,by imtiSartt injitnamitnent 
for debt on Mesne Process; or that some 
cheok niaf Iw put ho the existing power 
of the fictitious creditor, by means of 
which the cm! liberty of the subject may 
be most grossly vtnlatiM. 

Ordered to lie upon the table. 

‘PaoBOCAiioK or Paruambst.] The 
Usher of the Black Rod then made his ap¬ 
pearance, and summoned the House to 
attend bis royal highness the prince Re¬ 
gent's Speech, in the House of Lords. On 
their return, the Speaker took his seat at 
the table, and beckoning all the members 
around him, read a copy of his Royal 
Highness's Speech on proroguing parlia¬ 
ment; after which they separated. 
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/in /iccount qf the Ohdinary pEVeNDES md £x¥eaosdinary Resovsces coavituting the 

PouMc Income trf Great Britain. , 


ULAUS 0» RLVfNUE 

GBOTs aicairr- 

TUU1 Sum to he te 
counted for. 


I>id«b>ckl* OikLOaiitB, 

Chdroet of MsnftgeoH'm 

arc pAltl out (if tl>r Grofiv 

Revemtt. 

Nkr eaoDvcB 
aiiplirjbir u> Nsiional 
Ol^t). and to rariaaaus 
into llie Cxcliequer. 

Ottinarp 

Permanent and Avaiv/t Taxes. 

£, 

jr. 

d. 

£. 


d. 

£. 

1. 

* 

d. 

CUSTOMS . 

10,938,52.3 

16 

n 

2,852,210 

13 

10 

8,086,.313 

2 

H 

KXC’ISK . 

21,119,321 

9 

6 

2..392,442 

4 

8* 

18,520,879 

4 

9| 

STAMPS . 

5,873,174 

14 

■'I 

320,714 

13 

4* 

5,552,460 

1 

3i 

LAND ANu ASSKSSLl) TAXES. 

8,101,Of,« 

7 


298,.>1)9 

3 

11 

7,80 1,459 

3 

H 

P(>.srOFI HE. 

2,137.437 

12 

4 

518,301 

1 

10 

1,619,136 

10 

7i 

PENhl* )NS AND ) U. in tlif X . 

20.803 

10 

8 

,380 

5 

6 

20,433 

5 

2 

>iAI,/\RlES.., 5 firf ill tliP £ . 

13,521 

0 

54 

1,369 

4 

6 

13,151 

15 

114- 

HACKNEY COACHES . 

25,5a 1 

19 

•'< 

3,300 

13 

U 

22,21.5 

6 

Jt 

Il AWKl.US ANi. PEDI.ATIS . 

20,779 

14 

4^ 

2,.578 

11 


18,201 

3 

1 

Total PermuuDt ami Annual Dutifo 

48,251,082 

5 

H 

6,589,812 

U 

04 

41,001,269 

13 

2 

iiinell Riamhes n/ the Heiedilari/ Rtv iiie 
ALITNATION FiSC’i. 

9.3.39 

12 

1 

1,147 

8 

0 

► y 

4 

X 

I'oai Fisi>. . 

4,011 

17 

O 

.58 

12 

6 

3,933 

4 

8 

Skizikes . 

22,038 

4 

7 

.a 

• 


22,038 

4 

r 

t oMposnio"'. AND Pnoin tts .. 

580 

15 

2 

• 

. 


586 15 

2 

Crown Lands . 

90,090 

18 

H 

2,393 

13 


87,703 

4 

10 

4E|ctraortitnarp StfRourcci^. 
tVar Taxes. 

CISTOMS . 

3,818,272 

14 

9i 

71 

542,914 

9 

5 

3,275,.358 

5 

* 

EXCISE . 

6,259,884 

14,889,444 

14 

142,027 

306,1^8 

14 

4 

6,117,857 
14,583,286 

0 


PROPERTY TAX . 

15 

3| 

5 

Oi 

9 

Arrears or Income Duty, . 

1,620 

1.3 

8 

20 

18 


1,593 

15 

H 

I Aitterv, Nel Profit (of which one third part 
IE fur the Service of Iicland) . 

310,SOO 

0 

0 

32,18.3 

13 

6 

278,666 

0 

6 

Monu'kpaid on Account of the Interest of 
I,Aian& raised for the Service of Ireland 

3,198,475 

o 

10 




3,198,475 

2 

10 

On Acconot of Balance due by Ireland on 
joint Laps ndilure of the 1 tnited Kingdom 

3,956,276 

0 

0 




3,9.)I»,976 

0 

0 

On Account of the Commissioners, appoint 
ed by Act 35 Ooo. 3, rap. 127, and St 
Oeo. 3, cap. 27, for iasuing Exchequei 
Bills for Grenada, &r. 

54,200 

0 

0 

* 



54,200 

0 

0 

On Account of the CommhiMnnersfor issu¬ 
ing Commercial Exchequer Bills, by Act 
51 Geo. 3, cap. 13 . 

490,591 

18 

O 


m 


490,591 

18 

9 

On Account of the Interest, &c. of a Loan 
granted to Oie Prince Regent of Portugal 

57,170 

3 

0 

* 



57,173 

3 

0 

Surplus Fees of Regulated Public Oifiuei 

107,355 

18 

3 

• 

- 


107,355 

18 

3 

Imprckt Money repaid by sundry Public 
Accountants, &c. including Interest ... 

56,504 

1 

H 

a 



56.504 

I 

lo: 

Other Monies paid to the Public .. 

65,660 

9 

5 

- 

- 


65,660 

9 

5 

Total, independent of Loans . 

81,644,212 

5 



1 


74,027,538 

17 

84 

LOANS |>aii1 into the Exchequer (including 
•f.0,000,000 for the Service of Ireland 

35,050,574 17 

9 

■ 

1 

1 

35,050,574 

17 

9 

GRAND TOTAL . 

|l 16,694,787 

2 11^ 

7,616,073' 

7 

Si 

109,078,113 

15 

*4 
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The Gross and Net Produce the Dcxrts arising/rom STAMPS in Engi^nd, in the Year ending 5th January 1814. 
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The Gfross and Net Produce, and Peymenit into tfie Exchequer, of the Dcties arising from Stamps in Scotland, in the Year ending 5th Jamaiy 181 +. 
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* ^ • * I 

An Accaaa Produce tif all the PEaiHAN^Mt Taxes 

.. taken for Two Ytart ending rtspedtveijf Janwry 1813 and 

« * 


(jf Cheat Britain j 
$(h January 1S14. 


iV 


CONSOLTDATFD CUSTOMS .. 

PERM \NI1N r DITTY on Ditto. 

CONSOl.rDAI’ED ClSrOMS(l«Mor Mah) 

.Ditto.. hXCISE . 

BRITISH SPIRITS.:. ISOfi . 

...Ditto.Ditto. IBH . 

rOBI It!N Ditto . . . 

CONSOLinATPD STAIWPS.... 

LAND TAXES. 


INCIDENTS.. 


Tottciv LiconofS .. 

(oIuaraiitiiK Duty... 

Caiia) aiiiT Doi k Duty... ,,.. 

J ttti-r Moiiev*. 

ll.'iwkcr*. aixl Po(llai<< ..... 

H.ickiKy Cfiaibc'. I'll! . 

Ditto . DUO . 17K4 ... 

0 '/. (n't l.ih. on pPiisioDv ..... 

)<.Ditto on Salat 108 . 17JiS . 

.Soi/Oii*^... 

Piuir('r« ...... 

Cum|osilMHis .. .... 

1 UK'S and roifeiluies . 

Itriil of.! I.ieht lloiiso. 

Ditto.Alum Miik ’8 . 

Alipoation Duty .. 

H.iMMh .. T7'7» . 

4 UliPflnl Cama);us . I78.A ... 

Hair I’oadi-i Cortilioatos.. 1795 . 

Horst’ Ik-aleis’ Lioeucdk ....y.* 179<) ... 

Clinks and Walohes .’.... 1797 . 

d .' 2(1 pel cent 

Windoits ..*.. 1798 

Houses 
liidiiift lioises 
Armorial lleaiines 
Able iStii v'liits 

4 Whteleil Cariiagea . 

I) 1^8 ... — ■ • 

Aiienn. I'f raxf 8 . —— - 

WiihIows . iSOE 

Hollas . " *' 

Horsesfoi Husbandry.. — 

Ditto.llldlllft . 

Male Sersantb 

Jkl^H . .... i .- 

4 Wheeled Can tapes . — ..... 4 . 

2 .Ditto.Ditto.t.....’ —— s., 

Wiiidotvg . 1804’ .. 

Houses ... 

iloises foi 'Kiii.itir.. 

Hinses nnil Mules... 

lloise De.ileis’ Liconui's . 

S< iiaui^... 

Ikiir Pii»ilei ..... 1 . 

Aimii'al Uearinpt .. 

Caiua es .. .. 

DovS ..... 

10 (ini Cent. ... IbKA ....A. 

( iiihiilii).it (,1 A-sessed laxes ... l^Ob . 

brf. pi-i Lib. on Pd|isiii;>s. lbU9 ►■••••••••a* 
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X ^ 

Tcireiid«4 t Jan. IWA 

Xit), Mil JSR. Iil4. 

4 

i*. 

rf. 


d. 

884,930 18 

H 

' 8,913,398 n 


« 

• ^ 


300,1.56 IB.IO 

8,973 

8 

If 

7,343 4 

^ ' 

,8\I,833 

3 

6 

15,671,782 1 

n 

3I1,:K)0 

0 

0 

288,839 19 

54 

444,172 

0 

0 • 

» 8 5'>5 18 

1 

‘21,9-.") 

0 

0 

26,375 0 

0 

,07.5.870 

4 , 11 ! 

5 810,712 10 

4 * 

,095,766 19 

H 

1,081,bop 7 

4 

3,166 19 

0 

• 

3,774 3 

7 

9,56S 

I 


u.’.ll 5 

8 

35 ,<,03 15 

2 

43,653 19 

9f 

,'•91,000 

0 

0 

l,40(.,l(00 0 

0 , 

18 700 

0 

0 

16,(Ml 0 

0 • 

10,Ml 

0 

0 

10,5'27 .0 

0 

14,098 

0 

0 

14,6611 0 

0 

lii3 

0 

10 


• 

3i2£5 

14 

10 



5,741 

14 

3 

22,608 4 

7 * 

629 

6 

8 

. 584 1.5 

ft 

2 

16 

8 

2 0 

0 

2,727 

5 

4 

1,014 IS 

4 

6 13 

4 

6 13 

4* 

, 864 

0 

0 

854 0* 

0 

4,S07 

8 

8 

4,0b9 12 

0 • 

• 

• 

• 

439 0 

9 

7 

0 

0 



• 

• 

• 

lOi) 0 

0 

• 

• 

•. 

« loo 0 

Oa 

100 

0 

0 

mmrnim 


* 1 

8 

0 

II . 


100 

0 

0 • 

8d 13 

d 

100 

0 

0 

■ .. 


• 

1 

• 

42 2 

0 

100 

P- 

0 

200 0 

.0 

• 

• 


, 9 SO 

0 


• 

• 

. " 18 0 

0 

• * 

. « 


1) 0 

•0 

1,389 

18 

0 

1,099 19 

4 

291 

6 

7 

,iia 


l,:jC0 

8 

0 

204 3 

8 

7(0 

0 

(> 



16 

19 

0 

• 100 0 

0 

308 

14 

10 

100 D 

0 

litO 

0 

0 ’ 

400 0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

■•■I..,- 


200 

0 

(» 

'200 0 

0 

4,'I'll 

0 


7,903 3 

hi 

1,742 

3 

'•’i 

4 . 03 s 15 

«4 

(•04 

5 

1 

979 12 

1 

1(784 15 

3 

148 4 


115 

0 

& 

74 16 

4 

1 496 

11 

6 

. 1,178 5 

4 

4 14 

6 

' 1,010 2 

9 . * 

isOi 

4 

0 

634 14 


617. 

9 

2 

. 4,3'2S li 

n| 

549* IJ- 


98 .6 

r. . 

991 

18 

II 

1,7 (1 2 

0 ^ 

•,'?’7A,563. 

.. * 

H 

6,209,463 5 

1 • 

&.lHd 

» 

4 

1,218 3 tOf 
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—im .. . S i« 

Ifl Ut« Ym ended jAii, ifll J 

Do. stn )>n. 

IBUa 


«« 

d. 

*£. ‘ 

da 

d*. 

4,308 

16 

0 

1,412 

It 


• 3,5TO 

0 

0 

1,932 

5 

3 

2,.'i00 

0 

0 

’ 119 

9 

10 


0* 

D 

♦ . 7fi5 

0 

0 

12,500 

0 

0 

l,0M3 

0 

0 

4,000 

0 

0 

5,600 

0 

0 

2,000 

0 

0 

11,800 

0 

0 

• 

• 

• 

1,200 

0 

0 

- 

- 

- 

2,000 

0 

0 

145,258 

19 

2 

392 9(10 

17 

H 

672,016 

0 

0 

692,359 

0 

0 

103,519 

13 

4 

170,109 

13 

3i 

368,799 

0 

0 

430,882 

0 

0 

95,567 

1,380 

112 

5 ‘4* 
12 2* 
12 lil| 

60,916 

a 

1 

H 

34,240,276 

«,785,2f4 

10 

4| 

33,5f>b,1 U 

12 


a 

3 

2,778,062 

2i1,*n 

18 

H 

. 139,106 

0 

0 

0 

0 

430/928 

1,.‘500 

6 

n 

8 

0 

337, ‘W i 

6 

8i 

37,597,035 

3 

3i 

38,893,027 IS 

Oi 


Is* on «•*»••«•••*■• 1609 

fiat. Ditto on PeoMOiu xl.......... 1810 

If. D (to on .Salaries.. — 

fiiA Ditto on Pensions . 18 U 

If. Ditto •n'Salsries.... 

6ft. Ditto on Penwin^..,.*.. 1812 

If. Ditto on Salaries... ■ v 

6 (t. Ditto On Pensions . I81S 

is! Ditto on Salaries....^.*,. 


.A. 


Stirplos pttUss Annually, 


f Sugar and Malt . 
Additional Ditto. 
Tobacco.. 


granted after discharging / «... 

^.3,000.000 Dacbeque? Bills \ f 


obarged thdre<». 


Duties Annually granted 
, to discharge 

.^.3,000,000 Exchequer Bills 
Charged thereon. 


LauiLTaz on Offices, jcc. 
6(£ per lib. on Pensioqs, &c. 
Llr. Ditto.Salaries.?.... 


’fSagar and Malt... 

Additional Malts. 

Annual Ditto . 

Tobacco . 

(J.aucl Tax on Offices, &c. 




III. 

ARREARS AND BALANCES OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS. 

» 


• lyjADS Of THESE ACCOUNTS. 

• . 

Arrears due on the 5tti of January 1814, from the Officers of the Oustouis in England, &c. 

Aireart due on Ditto, from the Officers of the CnstOlus in Scotland, &c. 

Aireais due on Ditto, from the Officers of Excise in Pngland, &e. 

Arrears due on Ditto, from tlie Officers Of Excise in Scotland, Ac. 

Airsars doe on Ditt^ from the Oistribnirrs of Siamps ip Oieat Britain, Ac. 

Balances iirthe Hands of the Distributers of Stamps in Great Biitaiu, Ac. 

Arrears due on the 3th of January 1814, from the Receivers General of the Land and Assessed Taxea 
in Great Britam, Ac. 

Arrears dde on the 3th January 1814, from the Officers Inf the Post Office in Great Britain, Ac. 

Balanehs in the Htfnds qf tbh Deputy Postmasters in Great Britain, Ac. 

Arrears and Balances due on the 5th January 1814, from the Persons employed id receiving or colled 
ing the Land Beveuue of the Crown in England and Wales, Ac. 

LM df Public Accountants, in reapect of whom the execution of any Process or Proceeding bath been 
Controlled, Satpeuded, or Preventeil, Ad. . , 

Accounts deliver^ intu the Office of the Comptrollers of jthe Accounts of the Army, Ac. 

List nf Offiorrs and Departmebu whose Accounts are audited by the Cummuwioners tor Auditing the 
Public AccoanUt^. ‘ 

List of Parsons Accountable before ftie Commissioners fbr Aodltiug tiie Public Aoooduts, foV Money 
Iinprested on Aoaduot for j^traordinary Services*. 

List of Accountk Delivered Over ^ the late Commissioners for Au<l)tidg Public Accounts to the Com* 
missionem appoint^ for tba like purpose binder the 46th <J«o. end of the Accounts.since re- 
<• i^ived into the Audit Office, Sumarset-Piaoe, or since received mto the Office of the said Commis- 
aloners, which have neitktr been Autitted, Ststisd, or lisctvred .'—completed to the 5th of January 
181*: • * r . 

list of tbi^ same which knw bden either Stated Or Decfarfd; so for as any Sstloncss appear to be now 
owin/teiinr/fmi, Uie Public upon any auch Accom^Sj-ieompleted to the 5t)i January 1814. 

* JThese will he found at length is Voliune 2X*of this Work. 































«ki3*' ' _ IV ,—Mtm }(AVM2irioi^ 1814., fjaji 

IV—TRADE AND NAViGATIOl^ OF GREAT BRITAIN. « 


Vaiue qf all Imfobts into, and iff all Exi^ortb from. Great Britain, for Thne Years, 
» ending ike 5th of Jamary, 1814 . 



OinclAl ^AlUb 01 
INfORlS, 

' tram ' 8ium 

liimpi, oAirt, Bill IiHliw (iiA 
ind Atiwnu, Chin** 


Vrar ended HhJanuaiF 1812. . 24430,32^ 

.-.18IJ.*. 28,993,106 

. ..#1814. . 


£. 

4,J0f>,29l 
4,602, .-*0 


UMk 141 toil 8 «t 
bXfOItTk 


mlthb 
rtoduto me 
, Maoutocturet, 


j£. 

24,1'■>1,754 

31,2Vt,73J 


' rMreioii 
MeirtuuKtiK* 


£ 

8,2778»87 

11,998,449 


1 Note.—7 he A< count of tbr Value of tbe Imports into, Aud of the Exports from Great Britain, for 
the Yeai cndmirthe 9th January 1814, cannot be submitted to Parlianieut, as nquiied by 
(he Act 42 Geo. 3, cap. 70, in Cbnsequeoce of the general destiuctioii of the whole of th« 
Books and Documents of ttic last Year, at thq late Cue at the Custom House in London. 


Numhet qf Vessels, mth the Aatount qf thett Tonnage, which have been annually limit 
and Registered tn the severed Ports qf the British Einjare (except It eland) betUKqp 5th 
Jan. 1811 and 5th.hm. 1814. 



• 

* BHtW. 1 TONS. 

In the 9i ar 1811 . 



. 1812 . 


. 760 1 94,198 

. J813# . . . 




* Note.—The Aecnunt for 1812 was nfade up pievious to the Copteo of Regi^rjr beiiifc deceived frjm 
St vcral Ports in the Plantations, and yieiefore many Vessels which were Built at such Ports, 
aie not included m the abose Account. 7'be corrected Account, with that for the Year 
Ihl 1, weic consumed in the late fire at the Custom Udnse. 


Numhet of Vfsseis, with the Amount of their Tonnage, and the Number qf Mzs and 
Bos s usually employed m Navigating the same, which belonged to the several Ports cf the 
liRfiibH Empire, on the Wth Sept. 181 T, l8l'2, and 1817. 


1 ngland. 

boot hind 

Ireland .. 

jPlautations ... . 
‘Guernsty ... ... 

Jeisey . 

Isle of Man ... . 


Totals 


l„'''il,234 124 896 


b,602|2,p29,6j7| 127,H0 
2,713) 234,183 16,93S 

§0,226 .9,516 

169,9911 11,676 

,9 799 869 

6.1791 708 

8,51’} 2,11J 


24,1071q,478,799 1G5,63o' SU,<>40 J,5I4.48i4 165,557 



Number qf Vessels whtch entered Invsards and cleared Oui wards, at the several Portt 
q/'Grbat BKiTAiN,/ram, or to, all Part* qf thb Would, between 5th Jan. 1811, and 5th 
Jan. 1814. < * s. 



10,179 1,294,651 77,354 2,921 637,41631,414 
10,79^1,310.156 78,269 2,246 469,696 22,829 


1812 3,117 269,559118,102 290'*48,747 2,690 
J«1J 1,987 192,947111,23» 1791 29,298 1,664 


OVlWAKlfS 


) MSN ISHirs.) IONS. 


19,111,1,264.509 79,7'>2 3,048 647.159 34,4c.O 
11,177'1,386,359,85,473 2,3361490,206,24 919* 


2,802 

3,1511 2"8,968110,531 31l[ 50 ii9oi 8,892 
2,8681 8e8,109ll8,967 177j 28,6a0| 1,560 


* Note—The Accounts fw 1813 were consumed m the lata ‘Fire at the Custom House. 
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' BiuTAnr. 

V.—PtJBUC EXPENDITURE. 


^xW 


'I.’foi uu ihr I (.lawndutl 

Debt of Huai BiiUiii, UnmJeemH 
od; mrliidinjc Annuilit'sfurLivet 
and T'<iiu» of Yoars, (App. A.) 

II. loU'ifot ou Exchequer Bills, (B)... 

m Civdluti, (C)..... 

foiherCbarges'] 

IV.< ^ SAH'*w- to W P«to" 

' Coosohdatcd )g^, ^ 

J Bounties. 


I- 


fund. 


V. Civil Govcinmtntof Srotbnd, (D) 

V J. The other Povincirfs in Aatiiipation 
of the Exchequer Recetpis; (E) viz. 
Ituuniics tor Pbliuiies, MaAufac.>| 

tiires, Com, &c. ... 

pMinunson the Heiedltary llonnuej 
Mililia^ and Deserteis’ 'Wairdhtb. 


jB. 


d. 


VII. The Navy, (1’] . 

The V irtualling Di partinent /, 

TIm Tiaii'.pmt 'jivicc.J 

Mibcellaneouk iicrMees. 


VIJT. OrJnaiKte, (0) 


IX. The Aiuiy, (IT^ viz. 

' Ordinary Services .. ... 

Kxiraordinary Servires ft Siibsidivs 
• Deduct the Aniuimt of ICeinittaiiees 
and Advauces to other Coontiieb, 
included in Appendix I. 


X. Iamios, &c. to other Countries, (I) 

lic'and . 

Sicily .... V. 

Poitugal. 

Spaid..... 

Swvd< a ... 

Kuss a. 

Prussia ... 

Austria .. 

* Hauuver.. 

Holland . 

Moith of Europe .. 

Eipapefur of Morocco, jec,. 


3,565,710 1« n. 
4.90,000 0 0 


XI. Miscellaneous Services, (K) 

At Umne .... 

Abroad .. 


600,000 0 0 
8,000,000 0 0 
1,679,136 2 10 
1,5i6,K04 8 0 
1,7.)8,4 56 4' 2 
l,757,6h<» n 0 
545,01« 17 0 
15,166 14 4 
419,996^ 0 2 
967,174 If. 7 
14,419 0 8 


3,507,934 4 10 
497,890 13 041 


Principal, Interest, dtc. of Com. 
mercial Ellcbequei Bills . 


Deduct Sums, wbieh, aithouzh inclnJed in this Account, 
form no pan of the Expenditure oi Great Britain; viz. 

^ l.oau, iic.for Ireland. 

lutenst, JB, I. per Cent, and Manigemeut on Porta 

gurse Loan, per Act 49 Geo. S,*c. 71 .. 

. , Principal, Intciest, &c.uf(lommercial Exchequer Kill 
SwkiBg Fund on Loan to Gie Eait India Company . 




1,038,000 0 0 


JBt s* 
39,815,846 6 1 J| 
3,081,539'10 6 


60,692 3 
17,333 17 
332,412 7 
67,955 14 
79,»j6 5 


0 

0 


228,711 

18 

7 

27,700 

0 

0 

lSs,614 

3 


11,372,5 H 

4 

n 

i),5o8,J20 

U 

6 i 

4,055,700 

12 

11 

« 

18,700,035 

11 

0 

12,202,«51 

0 

0 

40,763,036 

11 

u 

U,'294,4!6 

0 

9 

4,700,116 

» 

l’3 

4 


11 , 204,416 0 9 


4,005,834 18 4| 
’ 4,525 0 


4^700,416 13 4 

57,170 S 
4,525 0 
142,091 1 11 


1,595,350 6 111 
113,176 4 8 J 


391,056 1 Hi 


21,996,62 i 0 4i 
j,4114,527 11 It 


20,469,530 10 S 


15,994,832 14 1 


4,01p,349 18 44 


118,872,813 15 l| 


4,904,202 18 .4 


klH. 068 ,(.lO 1 C lOf 


• This includes the Sum of i;.4l1f,721 16 0| for 
Iatptoet« paid on Imperial Loanp. 































V^-IHjatcc ISli* « 


txtfr! 


APPENDIX (A. i J)'--‘Maniei paid in the Year ende*d 5th J/ni> 1B14, towards mU^/ing 
the Utatges of- the Public Debt qf (ireat tritainf Ireland, Imperial and roriugueie 
Loam. 



Permanent Funiled Defc^ of GIrcat Britain 

.Debentarea.. 

Loaiit raiM**! fur the Serviee of Iretaod ... 

Inipeiidl Ludiib . .. 

Portugneae Loans . 


Interest .. 

Lii(> Aanuit]ps,*&,c , 
Manageuteni .. 


1,322.439 15 10 
IfiS.dfe 5 0 
21,101 9 0 


22,506,025 6 8 
l,540,6t0 9 4i 
2 >8,627 17 7 , 

24,034,4.07 U 71 


111.052 6 4 
270 0lH» 0 0 


l.Ul'OK) 


Cbaifts «t Miaistnrat. 


20,358 805 6 4 1,208,608 3 0^^ 

19,088L 10 0 - 


I. ft* 
216,128 6 4 

--JL 

18,120*12 
4,1) >7 II OJr 
244 8 H 


J 18 827 17 7 


Towards th( Redemption of the Public 
Debt, siA 

Anmial Issues, per Act 2t> Geul 3. 

Ililtu .42 Ditto. 

Aiiiiuiues for I'ernis of Yeats expired 

piiur I 0 .loly 1802 . 

Ditto on 1i.es nil whidi the Nnmiueis 
dieil piioi III 5tn July 1S02, or nil 

claiintd li r 3 Ycirs .. ,. ... 

liCeii t III) Debt ot Gieat Biitain re 

(I I lllf (1 * .... . ......a,....,.. ...a, 

D I to loi iieliiid . 

’Ditto for liiiprrial .*. 

Ditto foi "ortugal . 

mC 1 ptr Ctiit. oiipait of C ipitals crcatul 
siiKc 1 1) Ian. 17' 1 .. 

af I per 1 1 lit on .£ 26 , 000 , 01 ) 0 , i iit 

standiuj' I x< licqiiei Bi'Is . < 

Fait of 0i« Annual Appiopriatioii fo| 
the Redemption of jt, 12,000,000, part 

of it. 14,'00,000, pro Anno 1807. 

X. 1 pel Cl lit. on part of Capitals created 
by Loans raised for the Serrico of Ire- 

. land... 

Ditto of Ins Imper at Maiesty . 

Ditto of Portugal.. 

Inteiest On block tiaiisfcrred for Life 

Annuities. 

One hulf of tHe Inteiest on ^.3,b} 1,082 

lOt. 9|<2... 

Ditto i..il3,100,000. 

Ditto df.l2,600JM)0.i. 

s6.1 per Cent on SuK.k*created by Loans 
58, 39 ,39 w>d 40, ind 42 Gea 3. 


prom above 


1,000,000 0 

200,000 0 

79,880 14 


51,276 R 1 

6,63,),t)41 14 6 
3J2,7S7 19 0 
41 382 1> 0 


4,776,114 0 
1'•5,000 0 


626,255 10 

I 

e 

743,738 15 
' 36,693 0 
‘ 30,000 0 

62,245 10 


19,055 

8i),62a 

47,250 


433,981 10 0 p 

-S 

15,378,692 14 1) g 


24,294,493 13 


.’o S 2, 

. “ a) li 
. 5 .s a 
: I' u 


2 7 ; £ ci g 

5 - ' 2 . i = U 

2 5 s • 5 — 

^ g ° 5 a- 

g s -g £ •;«£?; 

% Z SR : . w ” 
M S-S^ '-Ti S 
2<" <- *■’ ! S R A 


'1 “aitt 

2“" i 


* ^ «! 

. 4 , -* .e 

r' fS * — 

sT} I cn 


I si fill 

i lliip 

1 Uifi 


• a 

"S 


y Tj 3 
^ y <» 


8 2 •'5 
-"a 
^■s a 

212 .. 


lag- 

1®I 


39,673,186 ‘8 































' VARL ACC^iml!«^0*iOT BuitAiK. [xxtKi 

APP£KD^ (A, 9)-—To/al Amount <^ihe Sumt eustualh receded bj/ tks Comhiisioheks 
^ the deduction qf the Natiamai. Debt, fm the Year ended 6ih Jon. l»14. . 


GREAT hRITAin . £. 

Annum] ...*.1,000,000 

Ditto adiiitiunal ditto . i . SOO.OOO 

E*cb«iui*i AnnuitiM for 09 mud 96 Years expired anno 1799 . 54,880 

Shoit Annuities 1777 expired 1787. . ...i 25,000 

Anniiiiiei on Lives expired pnoi to 5 July 1809 ..i.. 21,141 

Annuities on ^ives unclaimed for 3 Years bef re 5 Jan. 1813. 30,135 

Kine Months Istftie of .£ 1 per Cent, per Ann. on Jf.Eb,000,000 

outstanding^ Exchequer Rills, at 5 Jan. 1813. 195,000 

per pent, (ler Ann. on Capitals Ciented by Loans raised from * 

1793 to 1819, both inclusive ...5,171,547 

Three Months appropriation on Loan 1813 .. 191,478 

Interest on CapitaU piiichased by the Cuminrs. at £.3 per Cent 6,119,148 

..Ditto.J?.4 per Cent. 311,856 

........Ditto . . . £ 5 per Cent 7,100 

Ditto on Camtals transfened fpr life Annuities at £.3 pet Cent. 62,945 
Relumed fiom the Account of Life Annuities ... J566 


Ankiual Appropriation towards the Redemption afpart of Loan 1807 626,955 
luletest on Ohpital purchased at £.3 per Cent. 199,537 

Deduct set apart from the SinlcingTuiiil fbr payment of Life Anns 

. IRELAND. 

£.\ per Cent, on Capitals Treated by Loans from 1797 to 1813... 793,778 
Interest on Ca]>ital purchased at £.3 per Cent.. .3‘>2,787 

imperial. 

£ 1 per Cent, per Ann. on Capital created bjr Loan 1797 .. 36,6 '3 

Inteiest on Capital pprebased^at £.3 per Aleot.. 41 „,b9 


13,383,102 • 1 S 
^ 6 * 3 ( BW,792 IC 8 


14,20S,S94 17 11 
141,728 11 6 


11,007,166 0 5 


- 1,056,526 1-* * 


36,6 'S 
41„.l>9 


PORTUGAL. 

Towards the Redemption of Capital created by Loan 1809.. 
lotereat on Capital purchased at £.3 pet Cent/..... 

EAUT INDIA COJsfPANY. 

• a 

5 Quarters of Ap^opiiation towards the Redemption of Capital, 

created bv Loau 1812..'.. 

Interest on Capital purchased at £.3 per Cent.... 


30,000 

5,764 


1.38,525 

3,566* 


m 


78,07,1 15 » 


35,701 3 11 


Applied to the purchase of Stock ...... 

Ditto to the payment of Lifh Annuities. 


Grots Amonnt 


. 142,091 1 n 


15,379,6?4 1 h 

141,728 11 S 


15,521,352 1.3 2 


APPjENDIX (B.)— Interest paid on Exchequeh Bms,/rom the 5th tjf Jan.'ISIS to the 

Stk Jan. 1814. , • 


' Acts uitdei which issued. 


Fudds chargeable with the Pjtncipal. | , interest. 


4^ Geo. Ml. 

51 Ditto 
5l’l>itto 
53 liitto 
59 Ditto 
59 Ditto 

52 Ditto 
52 Ditto 

52 O tto « 

53 Ditto 
53 D tto 

Ditto 


cAp. 53. 
nap. 85. 
cap. 54. 
cap. I. 
cap. 4. ' 
cap. 5, 
cap. 86. 
tap 114. 
cap. 164. 
cap. 15. 
cap. 16. 
can. 49 . 


To be paid otf six mtatbs after Peace - - * 
Supplies, 1811 

Ditto.1812. se.l,50qj00 . 

Malt and Personal Iptates, 1812 > • . 

Supplies, 1813, ^.10,500,000 .... 

Ditto 1813, i*. 1,500,000 . 

Ditto !«I3, jff.5,000,000 .' 

Ditto 1812 .. 

Ditto 1813, «ff.3,000,000 - --. 

Mhlt and Pertonal Estotes, 1813, ^.3,000,000 

Supplies, 1814, se.i0po0i,000 

Ditto 1813 .. 


£. 

90,000 
56,095 
63,012 
5,254 
570.285 
83,226 
240,075 
641,848 
1 n.293 
81,477 
84,638 
48,308 


«f.2,D81,529 10 6 













































xxix] V.~PtJ»t<c til4 fxtt 

APPENDI!5i (C.)—CAofg* vpm the CvNSOHDAtEO Finn>, 6t the Year ended OeSfi 
Jtm. )&}4; eTciuitoe ^ the Intereet ^ the Fvblic t>SBT, mtd the Payments ujm 
ISiXCBLauEB Bills:— Dt^tngmhngi^ tame under the tev&al Heads qf Ctvtl List-- 
Courts of Justice, itc.—]Utut-~-otker Salaries and Ali<Heances—~and bounties, Ift. 


rn'IL 

roR TUI* SUPPORT or his j£ * t. 4 
MAJisrvs iioisniOLO, 
per Aa 17 6(0 S ... 896,000 0 0 

1) tto . U Ditto .... oO.OOO 0 0 

Ditto - ■ii Ditto .... 70,000 0 0 

' i i ' 

1,028,000 0 0 

tOIRTS Of JUSTICr. (&e« 
pae*. XI - 69,692 3 0 

MINT (Sec page xn) - - • I7,J3J 17 0 

SAl ARIES AILOWANCES &C. 

(^LtpagLXui) ..... 12,833 13 4> 

COMMISSIONERS o» PUBLIC 
AtCOUNlb, (beC pa%(. xiii ) 43,463 14 4f 

(.OMMIssIONEBS op WEST 
J\J)14 ICCOI NTS, (Etc page 
xm) .... 9,656 b IJ 


MISCLI utsrovs. 

Corn|M IIS ilions fir Its^es under 
tl e L ndviiDoil, A l . • S,128 i 6 

Sal ir e., S.( in 111 ORlct. ot tlM. 

Coniiiiissiuucr'i under the ;aid 
A(t . • • - 1,000 0 0 

Mii()mss< I Wdlinpton TiiUreat 
on £ H 0,11 0 fri ni 5tb to iJd 
Ian ISIj - - - - 250 0 0 

John Painu r,1 sq in full Satisfoc 
tion auu Disl barge fur Ills Ser. 
viies ii\, tli( aecomin idu oil 
afluiiled t the Public, and the 
b( m fit d< rived to the Post Ot 
fi e R«v»nu< . .... 50,000 0 0 

Jaremv B ntbim, Esq m di^ 
chiigi uf the Sum awarded by 
the Arbitrators appointed per 
Act 52 0( o 3 for the Lrectioil 
of a Prnitiotiary fiouse, 4cc< 
as a full C II ptiisation to him 
in respett of all itmtters and 
things which have been referred 
to tbiun by virtue of the said , 

Alt.Si 3 , 5^8 S 6 

Total ,£.79,956 5 *0 

PESSlOh^S * 

Itepiesmtative* of Aithur On. . 

slow, Esq per A(t 2 Geo 3 3,000 0 0 

1 irl 11 ( lialhntn 13 * • 4 OOO 0 0 

1 >id R, dney* . - 2 > - 2,000 0 0 

Lailv l)wilie«ter . .6 . - 1,000 0 0 

.' liii Penn Esq, . 50 • - 3,000 0 0 




c. 

d. 

B Penn, Psq per Act 306.3 

1,000 

0 

0 

Duke of Clarence . Ji 

12,000 

0 

0 

. York - . . 32 

14,000 

0 

0 

Duchest of York . « 

4,030 

0 

0 

Prince of Waka - - 35 

65,000 

0 

0 

Earl St Vincent - - 38 

2,000 

0 

0 

Vwrount Dhocan . _ 

2,000 

12,000 

0 

Or 

duke of Kent ... 39 

0 

0 

' CuiiberimJ - ~ 

12,000 

0 * 0 

Duke of Ru bmond . — 

6 313 

6 

8 

Sir Beaut. Hothuui, knt. — 

3 000 

0 

0 

Lord ErskSiie . . . _ 

4.000 

0 

0 

Sir S Lawrence, knt* ~. 

2,000 

0 

0 

sir Nash 6 ros(, tnf - — 

1,104 

7 

iOi 

Sir Sydney South, knt 41 

1.800 

0 

0 

Baroness AbercrOoibie — 

2.000 

0 

0 

Duke of Sussex - . 42 

12 000 

0 

0 

( CaiBhridge . 

12,000 

0 

0 

Loid HnUhinsott - . _ 

2.000 

0 

0 

^irj Sauniare/, K B 43 . 1,200 

Puke of Poitiaiul, et aL kir the 

0 

0 

House of Orange - — . 16,000 

Lord Roiingckin, et al for Lord 

0 

0 

Amherst > . . 

7 000 

0 

0 

t>uke of Atholl • • 45 

.0 5 

9 

di 

0 

Lady Ni Isqp ... 40 

-* 3 000 

0 

Sir R Stradiao, K B. 

« 1 O&O 

0 

0 

1 adj C illlugwuod ' - — 

* 1,000 

0 

0 

H in Sarah Cullingwixxl — 

- 500 

0 

0 

Hun M P Collitigwuod — 

5i0 

0 

0 

sii I T Dnikwurtfa, KB — 

- 1 000 

0 

0 

Duke of Clarence - . —. 

- • 6 000 

0 

• 0 

Kf lit . . . — 

- 6 000 

0 

0 

. Cuipberl lud . — 

- 6«00 

0 

0 

. Sussex . . _ 

- 6 000 

0 

0 

. ,, (ambridgp* . — 

6 000 

0 

0 

Pis Charlotte uf Wales — 

- 7 000 

0 

0 

Duke of Gloucester - — 

- 14 000 

0 

0 

PiB Siipbiauf fiiuurester— 

- 7.000 

0 

0 

Earl Mekon - . — 

- S (100 

0 

0 

Duke ot Grafton - 

. 4, HO 

0 

0 

Lend' Itoduey . . . —. 

U23 

1 

6 

s r John Stuart - - 47 

1,000 

0 

0 

Viscount 1 ake . 48 

- 2 000 

0 

0 

llarj of U ellingim . 50 

. 2,000 

0 

0 

Duke ot Brunsaock • — 

- 7.000 

0 

0 

IJ ju lane Perteval - 52 - 3,000 

rriistees for the Male Heir of the 
late Right Hon Spyncer Fci. 

0 

0 

ceval ........ 

113 

17 


Princdss PI rabeth . — • 

- 9,000 

0 

I’rs Augusta Sophia - *— 

-V 9 000 

0 

0 

Pis Mary .... — 

- 9,000 

0 

u 

Pn Sophia ... — 

- 9,000 

0 

0 

Sir S. Iaw reoce, knt * 5 i 

276 

16 

01 

S r Nash Urose, knt - — 

276 16 

oi 

an Areh. Mocdonald, bt. 53 k 39 568 *19 


Bail of Weirngton • 50 

- 9,000 

0 

0 


^luteil a&332,4l3 7 ^ 

Genial Total dri,a95,e)U *6 llj- 
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' PABL. Bwtaw, [xxxii 

APPENDIX (D.)>>-^ U»t of attiueh Sum and Snmi (f Monty as have been incurred, and 
heccmudue upon Hu Majesty* s EtuMishmtni Jor Civil Affaiar itHthbt Scmlamd, bear¬ 
ing Dtue the I9ih Dtty of June 1701; far me Year, from Sth Jaa.*t8l3 inclusive, to 
bth^Jun Mil^.eiabttws . .. . Toiaf Amoim/ .£.113,176 4 


* * * • 

APPKNDIX (E. 1, and 3.) —Amamt rf Bounties paid in Eneland and Scotland out 

of the lievenues ef Ihtstoms and Excise, between the 5th Jan, ] 81*3 and the 5th Jan. 181 (•; 
being l*t^wcnts in the mature of Antic^ationi of Extduquer Issues. 

•• • f 


CUSTOM.9. 

« 

Ypar ending 5th Janunry 1814 
The same out of the £1£C1SE...< 



scoiland* 

TOTAl*. 

£. 

s. 

d 

£. 


d. 

67,187 

1 

6 

195,149 

12 

n- 

13,595 

11 

n 

I'>.‘>95 

1.1 

11 . 

bO.782 

13 

5 

208,747 

4 

0% 


APPENDIX (E. 2.)—Exn.se .—An Account of the Monies paid out of the RiCtip't of 
the Exase^ tn England, ituihe Year ended 5th Jan. 1814. . 

PENSIONS, viz. 61h Head £. %. d, 

‘ ■niikc' of Grafton . 0,000 () 0 

C«>wr>'r. .s . 0 0 

CharU'fc Ki>on<‘, Moiety of the Lai I of Bath’s ... 1,500 0 0 
laud Melbourne . 1,.‘>00 0 .0 

BOUNTIES. . ' 14,000 0 ■ 0 

. aOn Salterf Prevision^ esported, White*IIeirings 

. ' } takeir, and Tonnage in th^ 'lA'Iiile Herring 

. fuhery ...... 19,14 (i| 

A WMMwWuae'MiewMiA 

.£.33,9!5c 14 (.| 


APPENDIX (E. 4.J —Penfiompaid by Parliamentary Geants, oiW of the Foil OrFioc 
, Pivemtes, in the Year ended oih Jan. 1814. 


His Grave the Duke of Marlborough....£,5,000 • 

Ills Oiace 'he Duke of Gioftin. 4 700 

The Heirs oi the late Duke of S&boiiiberg .. 4,000 


• £.13,700 


# • 

APPENDIX (E,. 5.)—Saws adbaaced by the Receivers General of Land and Assessed Tu <e», 
o 0 Account of Militia and De^EEtiks Waeeants, and, other Hisbursanenis under 
various Acts of Parliament; in the Yeat ended 5th Jan. 1614. 


Militia and Deserters’ Warradts .... 

Vutuntceis ... 

IVfeoee'Arts ..... 

Army,of Reserve... 

Po|uiliUion Act..... 

Augmontation of Stijmnds to Scotch Gfeitor (50th 
Ueo, 3, oap. 81.}..... . ..*«..7»« 


£. r 

I6,h50 n 

1,309 5 

9,190 16 
5a6 19 


£ s. d. 
93,917 16 ll-J 
Iojt7n^ <> 
l,0a6 3 0 
b,l'}« IJ '>f 
520 19 


1'2,5T2 17 11 12 572 17 11 










































xjtxiii] V.r-PpoBuc EjpPEsbrrtfBi, l-SU." 

* 4*> 

APPENDIX (F.*)—Navy Office—< ilfofitcf reethed*Jr<m tie JEx<^eguer /or Natax 
SsEViCEa, between the 2flA /dw. 1813« md the Hth Jan. 1814. 


HEADS 0> SI nvioi. ■ 

&VkCe 

TOlAl 

NAVY. 


1 * 

« 


£. t. d 

Wac ls « * * 



Wages to Officers and Seamen ..... 

3,678,000 0 0 

« • 

Half pay to St a Officers, and Ihiuniy to Chaplains 

368,000 0 0 


IVage^ to his Majesty’s Dock and Rope Yards ... 

s 

1,360,000 0 0 


Ginerai Stnsicss, viz. 

0 

• 

Bills of Exchange, Imprests, Salaries, Pensions, Marines, &c 

1,332,134 14 0 


Buildins; of Ships, purchase of Stores of every descrip^on, 


• 

repining Ships, puiohase of Ships taken from the £ncm}. 



IKad Money, &c. paid in Bills at ninety days date . - ' 

5,450,378 10 n 




11,372,513 4 11 

VICTUALLING. 

• 


PiosisKHis snd all Suits ofVictualling Stores, paid form Bills 



at ninety days date . ..... 

>,210 2>0 8 IJ 


W idows Pensions ..... . . 

44,070 2 ^ 


Bills of Fvehauge and Imprests ..... 

1,04^,000 0 0 


General Sen ices, s ii; Nect ssary and Extra Necessaiy Money 



and Contingencies > - .... 

871,000''O 0 



- \ - 

1 

6,568,520 11 6 | 

TRANSPOn rs 

1 

i 


Freight of Transportb, Maintenance of Ptisoners of War, 



and ) xpcnce of sick and wounded Seamen, paid fur in Bills 



at ninety days date • -' - 

3,565,790 13 11 


Kills of Ejcchange, and all Services paid foi in leady Money 

400,000 0 0 


, • 


4.C55.790 12 U 


£ 

81,990,684 9 4f 

* 

■T J'.', Jiar;' ■ la. •jljs —sc 


APPENDIX (O.)—-iMontc #puid by the CJ/?fce <>/* Ordnance m» the Year I&IS,/or Services 

at Home and Abroad. 


t. dm 

For Services at H6iile 4,350,B71> 4 10 

For Services Abr^d - - - - - - - 1,017,8^3 7 8 

*5,}68,108 la 6 
l,«»63,58l 0 7 

• je.3,404,527 11 n 

* T he Sum dl £ 1*^83,581 Or. 7d being tbe value of Stoics supplied by the Bodrd of Ordnaac* 
to foreign Powers* fbe Expence of which it is usual to reimbone to tbe Ordnance Department by the 
Ptymaster Oeneral under Warranty of the Treasury* should be deducted from this Acooust* the same 
being also included in Apt>*mduc EU a^ l.j leaving the Expendituxe tS the Ordnance Department 
X.3,4tU,587 lU. llrf, 

you :&xym. Appendix. [.c] 
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* • ^ * IE ‘ 

4 I » • 

APPENDCS paid dte R^kt HbnounMa the PaymsAter General qf hi 

Mafesiy$ Forces, /irom the 2Stk Dtp, 1^ 1 2, to 24(A Dec. 1813. 


Pay and.>ino!ipnoM of the Forces at itome (iocludins Foreign Corps and 
Militia) Captains’ Allowances, Clothing, Recruiting and Regimental Ccnitiii* 
* gmeirs - ..,..,-^--. 5. 

Staff ami Qartisons - . - ... 

Public Offices (including Soperannti^tion Allowances) .... 

' Bills drawn.by peputy Paymasters abroad, on account of the above Services n 
Clothing for Veteran Battalions - *- 

Pay, &c. of Recruiting Troops of Regiments serving in India - - - 

IrOcalMilitia - . . . ... • -- - 

Volunteer Corps 

Pay of Sopemamerary Offiders i 

■ Exchequer Fees * ... . . . . - . 

Half Pay and Military Allowances - 

" In and Out Pensioners of Chelsea Hospital r ‘ ‘ 

' Widows Pensions .....a..... 

Royal Bounty ............. 

. Compassionate List ........... 

Retired Officers .......... 

AHomince to retired Chaplains - 
Medicines ami Hospital Expences 

Barrack Department 330,026 0 0 

Ditto - . excess beyond the Vote (to be included in the 
Account of lixtraordinarics) ..... 12,*754 0 0 

CommissariatDepaitaient ^ . - 2,256,223 1 b 

Ditto . .. excess htryoud tip Vote (to be included in the 
Account of Extraordiuariesj ‘ 2,372,7'76 18 4 


Ditto - . for the purchase of Specie to be remitted abroad 

(to be included in Ditto) ......... 

Storekeeper General ...... 13l,u00 0 0 

Ditto . . excess beyond the Vote (to be included in the 

Account of Extraordinanes ..... 6,200 0 0 

Bat, Baggage, &r. ........... 

Ciftitingencies 

Miscellaiicons Payments . ... 

Extraordmariefa ........ .n-> 

Portuguese Subsidy - « - • 

.SiciliMi Ditto. - . - . - - “ ... 

Swedish Ditto - - . - . . - .'1. 

Relief to the Inhabitants of Russia ........ 


af. s. d. 

5,934,359. 5 3 
223,081 10 7 
155,896 12 4 
2,667, abO 7 2 

20,286 14 4 
• 50,230 10 10 
627,000 0 0 
155,302 0 8 
26,581 13 8 
187,324 6 5 
178,594 14 I 
479,421 2 7 ^ 

53.670 7 4 ‘ 

11.671 7 9 
17,928 0 0 

3,885 19 10 
10,208 2 '* 
123,717 12 1 


3iJ,780 0 0 


4,629,000 0 0 
2,246,160 13 0 


■ 138,100 0 0 
• 25,911 3 0 
208,606 6 11 
. 3,900 15 7 
18,662,951 0 0 
2,000,000 0 0 
400,000 0 0 
1,000,000 0 0 
200,000 0 0 

40,763,936 Jl 0 


The Sum of ;&.6,389,000 has also been paid by the Paymhster General, in discharge ef Bills of £x> 

cluwge drawn by. the Treasury of Ireland, on account ofthe Irish Loan. 

* 

s 

The Sum paid for Extraordinariei, inclddcs advanees of Specie made on v arums Stations abroaS by 
tb» Commiksariat Department for Pay of tha Forces; and also Provisions issued to the saM Forces, 
for which credit will be g^veu at the iMt cf the Account of bxtraordinaries'fhr 161S. 

f 

Note.—The Sam of s6.11,294,416. Qi. being tile Attamt of Remittances and Advances to other 
Countiiva, should be deducted from this Account, the dome being ihcbidied ih this Account, as well as 
in Account Appendix l.«»Tiie Ei^endititte of the Aiwy will that be <£,89,469,530 lOr. 3d. 
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APPENDIX {l.)—An Account ^ the teverat pAtMENxe nmde in fhe Year ended the 'Sik 
Jan. J814^ m re^t qf^ Loans, KcMmARces, md AL 0 VAirGBs, to Ireland and other 
Counlrtes. ’ . ' * 


IRKLAJJO.’ 

On Account of I^n 52 Geo. 3, cap. 85 - 
Ditto - - 53 .. Ditto ... 69 - 

JottciKs - . 5a ... Ditto ... 125 - 

AUSFRIA. 

By Rill? drawn upon thi* Treatury - * 

By^ V line ol Clotliiny, Ac. turoibhed Uy 
the Cum;][iissary lu Chief . - . 

HANOVER. 

Value of nothing, &c. furniUied by the 
CumniiRsary in Cliicf ... 

HOLLAND. 

Ry Aiiiauces made from the Tiea?ury 
Value of ('lotbing, &i. foriiiiibLd by tin 
Cuuiiniba iry in Chief • - . - 

Value of Anns, &c. (urnishcd by the Ord- 
uanee Dipaituieiit . . - . 


PORTUGAL. 

P\> Adi ailn((b]ade in Poitugal out of BillJ 


di.iwn upon tbi Fieasury 


200,000 0 0 


lf.2,83.5 11 2 


\.ilue of Clothing, At., fuliinihed by tht 
CunimiHsary in C hiet .... 
Value of Amis, A< furuithed Uy the Ord¬ 
nance Dkpaitmeiit .... 

PRl'bJtlA 

, ' 

On Aeioiint of a .Subsidy of 
Jb (ii)(i,o6o 1.^4. 4d —- 
By Bills drawn on the 

Tiiasmy ... 283,373 0 4 
By RemiUamcof Speiu 1^0,000 0 0 
By Advancea liom the 
Treasuiy - - 216,666 13 4 

Value of clothing, Ac. iurnibhed by she 
Cointnissary in Chiet 
V due oi Pioyisiens, Ac. furuikhed hy the 
Commissiqnen of Victualling 
\ dine uf Aima, Ac. furnwhed by the Ord 
nance Dei>artnient - - 

RUSSIA. 

On Account of a Subsidy of 
i?.l,333,305 6r. 8(1, 

By Bills drSwin on the 
Treasury - • 0 0 

By Reqaittancoof Specie 150,000 0 U 
By Adrancefc fhim the y 
Treobtary - 50tf,000 0 0 

Towards the necessary Kxpeqces of tbi 
RpBbtan Fleet in tStis Country a 
The ^ihoont granted by Parnament m fbe 
Year 181^, for the l^lief of the Sufferers 
during the Campaign ip that Country • 
Vdlne of Aems) furnisbe^ hy the Ord¬ 
nance DepattOiant « '• s. . 


. 1,64 V>68 17 2 


220,035 7 8 
ID.,901 15 2 



650,039 1C 8 
^523,382'IS 0 
177,606 6 5 
406,641 1 11 


1,757,669 17 0 


657,500 0 0 
500,000 0 0 

200,000 0 0 
400,956 4 2 


1,758>4S6 4 S 







BRttAiir. 


8ICII.Y. 


To comph^ ttieSobiHly graated anno ISIS 

Ditto to « M • • to • ISl^l 

. SPAI^^. 

. • 

Ottt of Proceeds of Bills drawn upon tbej 
Treasurr - - - - 

Value of Clothing furnished oy the Coni' 
misaary in phi^ * . . . 

Value of Provisions famished by the rom-{ 
iniMioners of Victualling 
^ ainc of Arms ami Stores famished by the] 
Board ot Ordnance ... 

SWIDBN. 

• • 

On Aocount of a Subsidy of <£ I>000,000| 
and on advance of ^.20,000 — 

^ By Bills drawn upon the 

Tieosury ... 230,000 0 Oj 
By Advances from the 

Treasury - - •- 800,000 0 0] 


OnAciountof a Subsidy of .£.1,’00,000] 
by Monthly Payments, from Oct l8n 
By Advances fitim the Treasury - 

Valui oi Specie, Clothing, &c furnished by 
'Uii'Ccimniissaifv ni Chief • 

Value of Aims, Ac. ftimished by th^ Old 
nance Departiutiit . . - 

TifOnUt OF EUROPI 

Vhlue of Clothing, Ac furnished by the> 
Commissaiy in Ch^ for the General 
Seme c of th( Allied Powers ... 

Value cf Arms^ 4c. furnished by the Boari 
of Ordnance , . . . . 

EMPEROR OP MOROCCO, &c 

Value of Arms, 4c fumishcd by the BoanI 
of Ordnance ... 


s» d, 

200,000 0 0 

4f00,000 0 0 


1,000,000 0 0 
576J267 15 10 
27,073 9 4 
74.804 17 b 


1,020,000 0 0 

300,000 0 0 

146,U0 12 0 

70,b( * 1C 0 


2f»9,3'37 2 0 

697,787 n 10 


d: 


600^000 0 0 


1,679,136 2 10 


l,S3o,804 8 0 


067,174 16 7 


14,410 0 8 


Total 


to £ 




txl 

s, dt 


1I,2‘W.,.*16 0 0 


U>904,bl2l4 1 


, £ t d. 

The Total Amount of Pecuniary Aid as above .... 6,771,f 03 iS 10 
The Value of Clothing, 4c. fiifnithed by the Commisssry m Chief - 1,85.3 652 10 7 
Ditto • to .. Arms, 4c. by the Boaid of Ordnance ... 1,463,581 0 7 

Ditto to . . . Provtsums and l^ayat Stores* • - - - - * 705,579 15 9 




II'’94,416 0 9 


N. B. The Value of bH Supplies furm^ed to Foreign Powers being iiiflndcd lo the Ai counts of 
Expenditure by the Army, Navy and Ordnance Departments, the Total Apimmt of suth bnp. 
plies should be deducted therefroib, but as it is the usual practice to repay to the Ordnance lud 
Nasal Departments the Value of the btorcs fuiuished by them, by Wanuuts upont’u Pay- 
master General, the Total Deduction may be made from the Army Expenditure The Value of 
the Suppltee fhroiehed by the Board of Owdnance must also be deducted from fbb Total Expen¬ 
diture by that Bodrd, as they gtie in their Aeoouots the Totol of Payments madeby them id 
each year, and ooisequenfly when the Value of the Stpres (iirnisHed by theln are lepaid by 
the Paym istcr General, those Sums are disbursed Air other Services, and again appear in the 
Ordnance 4c<H>a»ts The Kavai Account on the contrary comprises only the Money sstued 
from the Escheqner, and the Expenditure thereof. * 

N. B. By a Treaty entered into with the Russian end PrussiAa Governments, and sidnequenlly 
sanctioMd by Paihament, Hw GoeenimenC migagad to grant an Aid to those Govern, 

menta nf 15,000,000 Prussian Inalers in or £ 2 , 500,000 Steiling, to benpaid at a 

certain period after Peaoe, the issne of the Paper to commence in July 1915, end Ufbe tssuml 
in Moothly Proportions of 1,000,000 Thalers per Mmith till the wtaoleas pwd. No portion of 
these Thalers aK indaded w the preceding Accounts. 



»li] fallif 

APPENDIX (K. I.)—Aft Account, shewing ^ow thf Monua remaining in the Reee^i^ 
the ExcHEauER on the 5lh qf Jan, I^IS, togei^ xeuh tk Mutnes paid into the wme 
during the Year ended the 5th ^ Jan. 1814, haoe been aciuaUy applied, sojur as relates 
to Miscellaneous SeK^cls. * ' i 

StRViCLS AT HOME. * " £. » 

* * • • 
For defray iDtr the Expense of erecting s new Court House, tor the Marshalaea Court RSO o u 
•Foi the Kchet of American Loyalutb - - . . . . «*. 19,000 0 0 

Ditto ... st.'Duinmgo Suflertii ........ o,wo 0 0 

Ditto ... Sufiering lleigy and Laity of France . - * - . . 122077 S*0 

Ditto ... Tuulonese and Corsican Emigrants . . ... . 11,000 0 0 

Ditto, - Dutch Emigrants - * - - . . . 3,800 o 0 

lovrardb the Repair of Henry the Sesentb’s ChsMl 3,509 g <f 

III iuitber eKsi utiun of an Act foi making Roadrand building Bridges in the High. 

lauds of hiottand - 20,000 0 0* 

Towards defraying the Expense of making an Inland Navigation from the J astern * 
to the WtsU in bea, by Inst mess and Foi t William . . . . . 10,000 0 0 

To pay the Salarit s of < ertam Ofheers of tlie Tfo Houses of Parlumeiiu - . ] ,8b0 0 0 

For pay iiia Tee^ on passing the Public.AccovMto - - - - - ‘ . 3,000 (I (i 

To di tray tin Expense of lam Charges 30,000 0 0 

To pay tin Lx|k uses incident to the Two Hoi(ses of Pat liamtnt .... 4,9('fl o q 

To be pnii^to SlieiiHs for Convictions of feioDB and Oieipaymcnts in tjieir Aecounts 12,300 o 0 

lu make good the difnieney oi the Grant IS 12, for defraying the {.xpense of 
pniitiiig the'Votes of tfi( House of Cummuna 172 g 

Fill di flaying the Expense of printing ditto . . 2,000 0 0 

Tu ihiiay till thaigr fqr Staiioiiary foi the Two liousCa of Parliament - . 3,0ii8 17 iQ 

Tv) defi ly Blits of the Ushrr of tbf Court of rxcheqiiei for supplying the Couit and 
Otliers.with btalionaiy, for keeping in good and siidkiint Utpair ihe said Court, 
and tin She Bieustomeii Pies o) Vlluwaiii es to the seveial Ofhi cr*> thereof > -• , C,fi4i jy 3 

fo make good flu, detii uni\ of Grant HU tor ditto - . - . - , syi ^ 

Topiy Lirtaid small i haritubie and othei Aflonatiiis to the Poor of St Martin's 

in the 1 ic Ids, U at. - - - 1,247 |o j 

101 defraying the Char"< of the bupciintendancc of Aliens - - . - . 8,750 12 0 

Ditto - the e\traoidinaiy Expenses'that iiiay be incurred for Piu'-ei utions, 

A.<. re) itiiig to the Com ot the Kingdom 5,000 0 0 

To deftay the Lxpensi of the Public Office, How street ..... 12,470 I y 

Tonaids tompii ting th* itoynl Mililaiy College at Saudliuisf . . .' . 70,17i 18 2 

Foi cairyiiig on the Iinprovi nioiit of Holyhead Haibour ..... 10,000 0 0 

To nuke gixid the Delitiency of the Grant uj 1812, foi dtfraying the Fxpense of 

printing Bills Reports and othm Pipers, by order ot the House oi t ommons - 11,20}, j ] 

To cfefiay the Espeiise of pnutiug Rills, Kepoits, and other PafMis, by Oidi r of the 
House, of (ominous ...... ... 02,000 0 0 

For lit flaying the Expense of printing 1,750 Copies of 64fh Volume of Journals of ' * 

thi House of Commons - - . - - . . - . . 9, t7Q76 

T > dctiay the Expense of lepiiiitiiig 6 Volumes of Journals - Ditto - Ditto . t,048, 7 l 

Ditto ... attending the coniiniug, maintaining and employing Con-’ ‘ • 

. iretsntHome - -*.-1. . . ',5,(,0,7 j j jr 

Tor defraying tile Charge of the Royal Milytaly College - .... - - 2<i,2U0 0 0* 

Ditto, . . . . A» liun at Chelsea - UJi.tioo 0 0 

Towards the Ftxpenite of building’a Bridge ovet the Rirei rdfii at Cat lisle - . 5,028 10 0 

To maki good the deficiency of the Giant 1812, for defraying the ’charge of punt- 
mg for the Houb^ of Loids, and for printing Acts ot Parliament . .10,511 l gx* 

101 defraying the Charge of Pi lilting foi the House of lands*, .... 21,090 0 0* 

To defray the Eitpense of miking a Tunnel at the New Mint .... 1,500 0 0 

Ditto - - * Woxks at the King''s Bench Prison ... _ 4,000 0 0 

lor defraying tho extra Charge tea Contingeucies‘.Qf the Offices of the three* ffecrc- 
taneb of State - -- -.-^*-...,. 17,o0O 0 0 

Ditto . - - - Messengers - . - . , . ’ - 11,000 0 0 

Fur Protestant Disnnting Ministers in Elogland ....... 1,657 17 0 

Ditto ..... Iriland 753 yg g 

To complete the building of Bethlem Hospital, including Furniture for the'samer . 39,234 1 6 

Towards erecting a new Gaol and otbei BuRdings for the Ceuuty and City of Edui- 

btfgh ..11,000 *0 0 

I OI Improvements of Streets and Places near to wertminster Hall . . - , 1 < 32 7 Q 

For the relief of the Poor French Refugee Clergy ‘ . . . . ' j’(,% p g 

For defraying the Expense of the Establishment of the'Royal Naval Asylum • * . 25*2^ 2 7 

-Ihttoofcoafpleting the Bnilditigs atDitto . - . . .... * gQOlj 6 ^ 

Tuaardb defraying the Expenses of Building a PeniteDtiary Home at Mslbank 25,000 0 6 | 
Foi the Board of Agriculture - - - . -* - ...*. . s,000 0 0* 

For delraying the Expense incurred for printing 1,250 Copies 46tii and 47th Volv 
Jouruah of the House of Peers a . . . . . . 3,935 17 2 
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To 0114 ^^ good tbd defloianoy of GiUt, 1811, (at pntiiiDg 1,750 Copies 65d and JT. s d 
(>4th Volf. Journals of the House of Commons ...... 501 <» 2 ^ 

To defray the Cbaige of the Superannuation Allowance to T. Planta, Esq formerly 
, one of tba Paym lah-rs of Exchequer Bills - - - - - - 266 17 4 

Ditto to Mr Fiomi, tormerly Assixtant Engraver to his Majesty’s Mmt > ‘ - 60 0 0 

Ditto to Ml t KojfI, formerly Clerk HI the lottery Ofiico - - - - 170 0 0 

l)\tto to 1 wo ref irtd Cletks in the Audit Office - - - - - . - liOOO 

lo defni tht Expense lit exceoting sundry Works and Repairs at the Fleet Prison 2,617 10 Of 

DiUo of the National Vfi,ctne Fstablishment 7,(100' 0 0 

r< r till relift of the Poor hrcnch Refugee Laity 4,000 0 0 

Fui pn ibiine the 1 rustccs of the Biitish Museum to carry on (be Trusts reposed in 

theln bv Parliament - - - - - - - - - - 717 17 1 

To enable (he Truettex of the British Museum to proceed in making the necessary 

Purchase for improving the < olkctMu of Printed Books ----- 1,000 0 0 

For d(fr lying the Lxpeuses of printing and dihtributine the Palish Registers - - 10,000 0 0 

Ditto the charge of the WoikS and Repairs of the Miutar'y Roads in North Britain 6,1( b 3 11 

For iletixynig Captain Manby’s Allowance and Traielling Fxpen&es, in carrying 
into execution his Plan for saving the Lives of Shipwrecked Manners - 747 10 0 

To defray (he charge of Building a Bridge oier the Rivers Cree and Kenn - - 3,47G 10 0 

lo the Tinned Company of Merchants trading to the East Indies, towards defraying 

Expenses incurred by them in the Public Service ----- 2,000 000 0 0 

For paving iff rertain Annuities after the late of ^ S per cent per annum, being 
part r f the Annuities granted by Acts 77 and 43 cieo 7 - - - - 164,056 0 i 

Toe the Salaries of the Officers and Incidental Expanses in preparing and drawing • 

the lotteries - - - - - - - - - - -15,iOOO 

7 o Jhe t hitf Clerk m the fMSce of the Auditor of the Exchequei for bta extra • 
trouble m preparing Exchequei Sills piiiiuant to the Act 48 Geo t - 500 0 0 

I or Silanes to the Officers, and Tticidental Expenses of the Comminsioners, for the * 

niductionof the National Debt . - - _ - 1000 0 0 

For Incident 1 1 Fxf nses attending the Acts for the redemption of tbi land Tix - 1,140 17 ’ 

To the Bank of .1 nUandfoi Discount on prompt Psi meats on loan, J’ ‘>00,000 T0> 072 17 ]0 

Ditto for Management of af 20,000,000 put of Ditto - - - It,000 0 0 

Ditto - Ditto 1162,500000 part of Ditto op iccount of Fast India 
Company ------ . -..-2 000 0 0 

Ditto f ir Discount on Lotteiies - 1,727 > 7 

Ditto for receii ing Ditto ------ • <,000 0 0 

Ditto for Managembnt of Life Annuities - - _ « >76 I l (^ 

Ditto foi Discount on prompt Payments on Debentures 5 >0,600 - - u, )h> 18 (» 

D tto fbi Management of Ditto - - - - - 440 0 7 

Ditto for Discount on prompt Payments on Debentures ,6,248,700 - - 2 »7h 1110 

Ditto for Management of Ditto - - 1 U 8 19' 


T* replace to lot Matty's C t>tl lul, the Sumt thnemt, fat the f ll wing Servues , o« 

Fur>uant to A<t'>2 Geo 3, cap 154 - - - - - - - - l’,7(7 7 1’ 

Piirsu cut to \ddresbes >f the House of Commons • - • - - - 2,516 17 U 

Pursuant to Act > 1 C,cn 3, cip 1^6 71,17) 7 7 

Pursuant to Addresses of the House o( Commons - - - - - 1SI82'0U 

Pursuant to a Rckuluuon of the llgusc of Commons, of the ISlh^ovcmbci* 181) - 32,706 b 5J 

* , SI RVIChS ABRO m 

lo defray the Expense of the Civil Fbtablisbments of • 

' Upper Cauada - - - - • 8 (0(i 0 0 

Nova Scotia -J...... t,650 0 0 

New Brunsvpok ------- 5,625 0 0 

Bahama Islands . - > - - - . 7,029 15 0 

Bermuda - -- -- -- - 946 1 10 , 

Newfoundland - - - - - 2,000 0 0 

Prince 1 dward’s IsKind l,b<b lO 0 

Capa Bn ton - 3,b44 ,0 0 

D inunica - 747 7 1 , 

Sierra Leone - - - - - - 17 000 0 0 

. ’New South Walea - - - - - _ 12,701 5 0 

For cl(fraving,the Charge uf maintaining and repairing the British Foits on the 
Couf of Afru a'---->------. 25,000 0 0 

To defray Bills diawn from Abroad on account of Allowaiioesto certain French and, 

Corsican Emigrants 4,000 0 0 

I or the relu f of tl^ Irench Emigraiits resident ip Guernsey and Jersey - . 2,000 0 0 

Tv pay Bills drawn from New South Wales ----- ^ . 50,000 0 0 

lo defray the Charge of his Majesty’» Furdgn and ether Saeiet Services - - 155,892 14 6 

Towards the relief oS the suffering Inhabitautt of Raswa ----- 200,000 9 ^ 

. ' ,6:4,005,824 18 41 


Total 










xl*] . . VI.—PoEuc Fwndsd Debt, 1814^ E*lvi 

* ' ‘ , 

APPESrDlX(K. i.'y-^Mon^ issuedfrom tia Exchequer, ia th€ Yifflf ended 5lh Jan. 1814, 
ofl account ^ ilte Commercial Exchequer Eills, afUhorued to be^ issued per Act 51 (ieo,* 
5, cap. 15. 

■ £,' s. d. 

Js&uiid in Payment of the Principal and Interest of the said Bills, and for ? , .It* A 

Expenses of Alaiiageinent v o . 


VI.—PUBLIC FUNDED DEBT. 


An AccourU of the Progress*made in tfu lledcmption of the Public Debt qf Irslanu, 
Funded in Great Bbitaxn, at 1st February 1814. 


UM>S, 

CAPllALS 

KtikCiAiid 
by ihe 

GoTiimidston^is 



at tbi 

1st Yeb. 18U. 



Consolidated Sj 


Coiuulidated 4 


Kodecineil by tin 


£. 

6,033,927 

6,428,000 

£. s. d 

3,759,958 3 11 

3,992,462 IS 8 

13,451,933 

7,752,421 4 7 


svm . 

unu«U) ippliublr tu tbe Bedacttoa 
or tbe DUIT. 

0 


Annuity of 1 £. t. d. 

pef cl. on Ca- 
fiSf pital* created 
. since nST 800,559 19 9S 
024 

I^vidend on 
. £. 12,451.933 

Spercenta... 37",557 1 9 9 


Bcbt nmedeetn-— .. . —■ 

id IstVeb 18l4 6ii,o7VI7 0 0 


l^n4,117 19 6| 


Bapk Long An> 
nuities which 
willexpiie5tli 

Jan. 1860 ... 129.583 6 8' 


Progress made m tbe Redemption of the Imperial Debt, at Isf February 1814. 

Imperial 3 per ct. | IpcrctonCa- 

Aiinuitieo ...... 7,502,633 6 8 1,497,936 902,404 8 3 60| pitals created 

- - . .. byL«anl797^ ' 36,093 0 0 

Redeemed by tbe 

Cuiniiii!>!>ioners 1,497,916 0 Oi Diyidend on 


I nredermed 1st —. . . — I 

, Feb. ihl4. 6,001,607 6 8' 


niyideiid on 
£. 1,497,936 

■3 pet cent. 44,938 1 7 

81,681 1 7 

Imperial An¬ 
nuities which 
will expire 1st 

May 1819 ... 930,000 0 8 


Progress tnade in the Redemption of the Debt <{f Portugal, at 1st Februnty 1814. 
Uedured 3 perl | I | ' I Annual Appro-1 < 


Redeemed by the 
Commissioners 237,150 0 0 

Ibitedeemed Ist, ■ — 

f'*b. 1814 658,372 7*9 


* 

Annual Appro¬ 


priation ...... 

* 

s 

’■ 

Dtyidend on 
s6.937,l50 

3 pet cent, 
AtutuiUes.;... 


»7,U4 10 0 












An Account of the Prograa made in the Redemption of the Pcblic Funded Debt o/Great BBiTAjN,a< U« Februaxy 1 14 ,. 


ACCOUNTS.^1 



PEBt* Unredeemed at 
1st February 1314 






























Fvimair Diif, 1^14*. 


Account cf th PuBiic Fwkded Debt of Gbeai* Bbitaih# n/t the scant stood m the 
«< iSt tf FAiruary IS14, 



ExcareuEti. At s» d< 

Eiccfaeqnrr Bills provided fbr ... '20,194,600 0 U 

.Do.unptovidod fur' !2t,3S&.300 0 0 


Tk£asdry. , , *' 

MivcolhiDeopf SspioafU*. 

Warrants for Amy S^vices .... 

Treasury Bilta »a«a«»»4 aasea* 

a 

Army. 

BarPaekA 

Orduanoe .ma*** ..*. ***** . .. 

N^aVy «^*s«a«« •t»ai»«»a<»seaa««as««a*««ss»dB«« 4 Bat*>«*s*Ml|ie««s 

C>ul List Mvitows 


Anount Outstanding. ^ 

« 

s, d. At St if* 

OO 0 u 

00 0 0 

—-- 47,^16,800 9 0 


, JB9,789 9 94 
76,999 9 6. 
1,« 13,836 A 3 


9,mjm 9 oi 
1,477.877 4 0 
804,617 1 7 
f ''671,093 4 9 
8,861,890 17 3 
58,363 9 4| 

60,968,966 It IfE 


td] 


Vot, "KSSlUi^Alfendit, 


























'PAUL. ACCOUNTS.<»-*(SrnEAT Britain. 

VIII.—DISPOSITION OF GRANTS. 


An Account i/uwing hato the Monies, given for the Service of the Year 1813, have been 
dtsposed of; m far as relates to Great Brii ain. 


ShRVICES. 


Ditto Sicily... 

3'i) eimble his Mnje&t y to nilurd Relief tu 
the hiiirdiDT Inhabitants of Russia ... 
To make Rood Engagements with the 


Towards c.iri> log on the Rreakwater in 

Plymouth Sitind. 

3 o nial.e good the like Sum which lias 
been is' ucil by bis May sty’s < iiders, 
piirsiiaiit to A<ldies>ies of the Uiiuse of 

Cuinninns . 

f’lvil Kst iblishmeiiN . 

To make good Mims, isiuwl at tbi> Re 
ecipf ot the Px 'leqiu r out of hU Ma¬ 
jesty’s i ml List Revimii. 


Sums Votctl or urAnted. 

SUMS I’lld. 


Bf nmni t<i In P luL 

£. 


rf. 

£. 

Sm 

d. 

£. 


c/. 

20,503,011 

n 

7 

20,.703,011 

' 1 

7 




.l.,581 377 

1 

10 

2,987,000 

0 

0 

1,594,577 

1 

10 

29,890,7‘n 

l5 

10 

29,890,728 

15 

10 




5,000,000 

0 

0 

3,000,000 

0 

0 




2,000,000 

0 

0 

2,000,000 

0 

0 




400,00<) 

0 

0 

400,000 

0 

0 




200,000 

0 

0 

200,000 

0 

0 




1,000,000 

0 

0 

1,000,000 

0 

0 




72,000 

0 

0 

72,000 

0 

0 




18 OiJ 

10 

1} 

18.682 

10 

M 




2(>-i,033 

11 

i) 

2j 9,'> i> 

8 

4 ■ 

2s,820 

» 


70.17 ; 

7 

i 

( t 

79,173 

7 

7 




2,72'J ')t,2 

* 

1 

?,168,lb-i 

19 


1..1,777 

4 



11 

O' 

),910,46.1 

8 

n 

.28,805 

n 

4 

7', ;7l,..)0 

1 ‘ 

f'» 
* 4 

t)'),K)8,78() 

2 

4 

1 '2,101,970 

11 



Payments for otherServices, notbcini' paiiof the Supplies granted toi Ui«*Service 
oftheYeai.. 404,881 U 0^ 


Ways and Measj for ansivertm; the foregoing yERYiCEs. 

* ^ ' dj. s. i. 


llutiee on Poiisioiis, Offices, and Personal Eslntex. 

Estimated Suipfusof Consolidated Fund, to 6lh Apiil lbl4. 

War Taxes... 

P.stimated Protits of 1 of tei les . 

War Taxes lb 12, being the amoniit of ExcUtiiucr Pills subscribed to be funded 
pursuant to A<d .') 5 fJeo. 3, cap. 41 aud 33, charged on the Aids of that Year... 

.Ditto.18i;i, being the amount of Ditto. 

Exchequci liillti granted per Act bt Geo. 3, cap. 118 . 

Loan per Act 30 flea 0, rap. CD, (part of .L'.27,000,001), the remainder being 

for the Sei vice of Iieiaiid) . .. 

Muncy raised by Uebenturcs per Act 63 Geo. Oj cap. 42, (.i’.ti, <100,000) ......... 

.Ditto.Ditto.Ditto.50, 3,000,000) . 

Lxcbrquer Rills on Vote of Credit . 

......Ditto......per Act 1 3 Geo. 3, cap. 110.. 

Monies ariBCti I'lom the Seio of old Naval Stons; including £ 70,812, to be ac¬ 
counted for to Ireland, being the Irish proportion thereof.... 


3,000,000 0 0 
.'lOO.OOO 0 0 
21,000,000 0 0 
200,000 0 0 

.'>,862,900 -0 0 
3,471.500 0 0 
.7,670,700 0 0 

21,000,000 0 t» 

5.70,600 0 0 
248,700 0 II 
5,000,000 0 (I 
),000,000 0 0 

601,908 0 0 


C8.106,708 0 0 


Ttitol Sum grnntcd, OS per preceding Account .. 7),>7I,7.>') Is 'H 

Paid fur Services not voted as per ditto ..... 404,h81 14 0* 

71,976,641 8 3 

Amount of \Va\i aud Means, as above .. 68,106,^8 0 0 

Deficiency of Ways aiid Means . .3,870,.837 8 .3 


Note.—-When the Proportion of Ireland’s oniUribntion of 2.l7thi to the 
General Kxpeinhtuie of the United'liLitigduui shall be received, it will 
be applied in Aid of this Deficiency. 
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I.xwPuBLic (Iheland} 1814. 
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L—PUBLIC INCOME OF IRELAND: 

rou THE YEAH ENDING 115TH JANUAKY, 1814. 


An Account of the Oudinaixy Rr.vrNULs and I^xthaoiidinauy REsouutEA LomlUuting the 

Pi lail In< OME of ICELAND. 


HI AOS or wsfsur. 


4Drtiinarti 0ettcnuc. 


tliSTOMS .. .. 

I \CISIs. 

SI AMPS . 

POST OFIK S 

POJ MlAf I iltS 

Phis Ills, ... 

C'SSI Al IIES ... . 


Total Oidinarj Jlcvciiue 


(Cptraorbiiuir? filrsouttetf. 

i-idm llio CummissioiH r*. of the Navy in 
Gu'at PiitAiii, on .u I omit ol Adiaiicis 
inailo l>y sistial CollfClois in Ireland, 

tor Si'iiiuii’s IS .. 

Fioni lln Payiin t»i CiOnoial ol (.irat Eri 
tain, on airounl of AiIsjikis mailo !>> 
eoserai (olliotois in Irtland, lot Half- 
jwv to M (luted Olhceis, Pensinns to 
Oflicors’ Widows, Set on the itiitisli 

hstahlisbiiKiil. 

Fioni Gieal Biitani, bcinit oiu third ot th« 

Pi old (U the Lottenes for 1812. 

from St serai (ouiily rreasuurh, fitr the 
Jieitisfi Gcot'ial, on at count of Ad- 
santss made by the Treasury for ini- 

. prosimi; Post floadi. in lielind .. 

I’roin sfidttl County Tieasuren., pei the 
|{ec(isii t.eintal, on account <.| Ad 

vanct s toi bnildiin Gaols . 

Other Monns paid to tin Publit . 


Total, lOtUpddUnt ot the laiaos. 


LOANS paid into the Fxcbctjnei, in the 
Yeai emUd thi .Ith Jaiuurv, 1811 .. • 


Total, includios Eoau' 


Apjiriip'mini Duties Jof f neat Objects, 

Linen Manufacture .. • 

Improvement of Dublin. 

U< p.uis of the Iio>al Lachange, and 1. oin 

UK rciaUluildings ... 

1 Agan Naligatlon . 

luiib of Coiilt... 

Ligbt>huuM& . 




I otal appiopnated Dutieafoi Local Object* 

GBAND TOTAL . 


CROSS RLCUPI 

totit RfCLipl lo be 
iC(oiiir(d lot 


t. 

'i.'SS.fOl 18 
/,2a 1,081 6 
••>3,‘JOG lf> 
fi 

.jO.en In 
6,16 ( 10 
4.,"3(. 10 


d. 

2 

S»| 

51 

Si 


7,418,'IvJ 8l(* 


OJ,P76 1 '• 

.),C6 . 10 0] 

I 261h 1 1 

30,752 13 Hi 


7,4)0 0 0 
> >,7H 5 1 


7,77‘t 796 I Oi 


7,j75,‘(,i I 


i5,a50,ti5b 2 4,; 


268 h 9R 
8.910 16 7' 

2,416 15 2 
3,038 17 m 
2,630 6 8 
a7,^21 17 21 


44,487 18 'i 


15,395,1-le 1 2^1 


nnwbscka, nuroanll, 

liiiRO 01 Minasrmorl 

an. pill nut of Dll' l.ruisl 

aeveniiei. 


,£* s, ti, 
504,185 2 54 
338,985 0 10’ 
55,142 10 4 ; 
125,686 16 a] 


l,0iJ,999 10 2 


1 , 021 , 99 ') It) 2 


1,023,99(1 10 2 
I 1 0 

1,738 5 3 
* * 
1,260 6 6| 


2,999 12 9i 


1,026,999 2 Hi 


NIT raoDiicE 
ipplictUU In Nutlonal 
Inioi tit, iDd u» earmoaii 
intD ilietMhrquii. 


,£. s. (/ 
2,434,720 15 8‘ 
2,904,100 .•> 10| 
848,164 7 10 
I'21,969 11 ni 
10,817 1(1 0| 
6,163 10 tl 
4,996 10 8 


6,151,932 18 8i 


0 1,'*" > J 9 

5,281 10 OJ 
132,618 1 1 

00,753 13 llj 


7,4 )0 0 0 
53 , 7 s > ) 4 


6,750,791. 10 10| 


7,575,8{.2 1 
14,326,658 12 


267 4 2^ 
8,910 16 7 

2,416 15 2 
1,300 12 8i 
2 ,(. 0 (• 8 
20.(1,‘2 10 8 

41,488 5 Hi 


14,368,146 18 2i 





























II.‘~CONSOLIDATED FUND OF IRELAND. 
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IV.— 'TllADt A»D NAVIOATtOK, I9l4-. 

III.—ARREARS AND BALANCES. 


I. i/, 

B, .MU( >1 diiCDu t)ie5th,l in. 1H1 i,froini]t ceased and dismiiisedCoUpctrira of Customs 12,410 0 91 

.Ditto .Excise 103,269 K 

• Dll' .Difli).Hfirth Money Colicctore. 68,014 12 o| 


IV.—TRADE AND NAVIGATION. 


Value of all Imports into, and of all ExPoRrs from, Ibflano, fuv Three Years, 

ending the 5th January, 1814. 


umciAr vAiuLor 

OmCIAL ^ATUf OF -___ __ 

IMPIIWT^ > ' ^ 'X 

Irish Produce snd Foreign and Coienut' 
MtRulAilures Ixpoitid* Mkriliandire fxporied 

£’ i rf. £• I. rf £, s. lU 

\earonilnl Hh January 1812 . I.QII.GOS 15 lOJ 'i,8n,9% Q 1* 2>6,4I5 i 9i 

1S13 . S,820,059 1C I (.,460,744 13 l] 404.424 11 lo| 

1814 . b, *47,060 8 7 6,822,095 5 H 4 lb,576 6 lol 

NoU —The real V'alii* of In'U Prodiicp and Manufactures Exported in the Year ending 

the 5tli id Idij 1S14, iiniipuled at llie AVtrage Pines Current, amounted toJ;.14,837,577 10 2 


Number oj Vi^sris, unit the dmount of their Tonnaoe, that were Built and Registered in 
the sene’at l^o; (4 I riiLamj,/ or three Yeats. 


Year ending 5th Januaiy 1812 
IhlJ 
1814 



Number o/’VcssrLs, with the Amount of their Tonnage, and Number o^Men md Bovs 
usually ttnployed %n navigating the same, which belonged to the several Ports Ireland 
on the 50th September, 1813. 



\1S9US 

TOtmAGE, 

MEN * BOYS. 

1,146 

60.227 

5,516 

1 



Number of Vesstls with the Amount tf their Tonnage, that entered Inwards md 
cleared Outwards, tn the several Parts of Irtland, yrom, or to, all Parts of the 
World, in the three Years ending 5ih January 1814. 



Years ending 5th January. 

1813 .. 

1813 ... 

* 1814 .. 


IN W AKDS. 


BRinsK. 11 roanGN. 


sines I TUNS. I MSN. I sum I tons, i m*n. 



















































































PARL, ACCOUNTS.— Ireihnd, 


V.—PUBLIC EXPENDITURE. 


I. Tor 11<< icst on the Vnnded D< bt of 
Ik' lUKij im hilling Annuilieb tui 
ni'l r«itnsof iilso 

i.l )>( r Cent, <01 the Ke<l letion 
of th( V pital, cuatei] by Loans, 

Miu< I'i '7 (A) . 

Tor Chai!^ of Management tbeieon 
Th'le wj'. aNci app’ud t (V/aid tht 
Heductton of tlu' National Ttebt, 
on aeeount . 


5,07J8 "J 


on aeeount . 50 710 lj 0 

».jOj,400 H (.J 

WbMfeof «as opplutl t(iW.iMU (lie 
Raductioiiof tin NaiioualDJjt . l,( 7,0^8 5 9’ 


'lotal on ^^^.ount o< Inti ic^t .. .. ( 
Ditto, fill Chaitfe of Matiagt iniiit., j 
Ditto, on adimrit of the IttHln, In ii j 
of the Natoiiii i> ot. 

n. For Interest on tvlitquei Hills (D ) 

III. Issms foi the sepmte Siitiee of 
Iicland I .. . .. 

fV. Issues fi >ni Appioptialed Funds for 
Loial I’urpws (D.). 

(Civil List . 

V,-< I’eimoiis, to the 25th March IHIJ 
i Other Permanent Chaiges (L) . .. 

\ I. Payments in Aiiticipatnm of L\- 

chcquei "KeMipls . (F. I &, J ) viv 

Hountiea from Customs... 

Bonuties from Ixusi .. 

Militia, Dcserteib’ Warrants, &c. 

from Fm isc. 

Hevaids fur straggling beaim ii, 
from Lxcise.. .. .. 


Vll. Ordnance (G) 


VIIf. Army.—Ordinary Sertice; (H.) 

VIZ. 

Regulars, Militia, and Vulantcer 

Corps, Uc . 

Coin iiiSKaii.it hstablisUment. 

Barrai ks. 

Staff Ofhoers and Offieei sm (,ai i isous 
Halt Pay, supetnnmeiaiy, and rc*- 

tired OdiL’trs . 

Ofliotis’ Widows. 

Roy.il Hospital, Kilmanihiia ...... 

Public Oflie>»s, their Deputies, 
Clerks, arm Contineeiit Kspenses 
Superannuated Offictis. 


,416, .02 H 8J 
21,7(1 2 6} 

l,iit7 0jS 5 0, 


27,8 
622 10 (> 


91,729 S 2| 
10 17 9 



22,771 2 9 


182,1,95 1 S 

+ >,149 1 0^ 

25j, 792 n .1^ 


2b,314 18 0| 


94,740 5 11| 


>, 20,ri J7 

122 , 6 *. '2 




,8,1'," 0 6; 


+'<1,6 7 


12J,05i 4 0 
56.,,004 17 10 


Extraordinaiy Services 


IX. Miscellaoeotis Servocs (I ) 
Lastly, Vote of Credit (K ) 


8,112,309 1 84 

536.459 16 lOi 
41,621 12 7f 


l>,«9b,l,9 5 6i 





















V.—Fy»i.ic ExFSKOfTUiiEi 1814. 


(A. I )'~>MoNtr.s paid out of the Recupt qf the ^chequer, in the Year endinq the 5 th Jan. 
1 *514, towardt dtfrayin« the Charge qf the PuBiic Fukdbd Hebt oJ liii land. 


0)1 At r(mnt of Vnnu<iNssne for the KHnctiun oi the* National 

Bwhl....... 


IniertBi Slid Annuities 

toi i IV* > ind 1 i.rfnt 

oi \c«n. 

drC. 


X. 

da 

d 

5,052,605 

IS 

'’1 

‘22,771 

2 


7,075,4o> 

1 

7 

70,770 

n 

•) 

7 120 171 

17 

4 


ChaipTi i 
M inogiim lit 


X, i d. 
3i.771 2 <)I 



(A — Tola! Ai.iQunt of tlu. S‘ims actually received by tht Com'nnitontts for the Reducliau 
of the Nation AI Dim, in the Year ending ‘yihJun. Ibl 1. 




Ii Bi 

1 Ujrt» 

In luhnd 




X 

fa 

d X 

t 

</. 

On wetunt ol Ant iial l-.'iie .. 

!••••••• ••• • 

. 

- 

70,75r, 

1) 


1 \{iirtd Anuuitie . 


- 

46 

t**,) >2 

0 


Appropiiali > 1 ) (1 b 1 pii f cat. pi 1 Auauin 

sj 

!r 

o 

711,’■I'l 

6 

2, 902,2Sh 

iS 

1 



bl 1,771 

0 

'2. 90 >,) .7 7 

1 

Intcicst ou Dtbt of Irtla'i 1 rcil’cini-d ... 

... 

SoO 720 

5 

7 ii i in 

b 

11 



1,172,711 

11 

la.7 *1. 

14 

0 



1 il l,72(i 

I > 

u 





1,( 7.11 .S 

5 

y. 











(U )—InUitst on Ta* jijuuir IJiils, utf/t the Payments muiie in t/a \iar fio/n the bth 

Jun. ihr^ to tht bth Jan. IS 14. 

J. i. a. 

llici rfffidiiictl Tnlprost Oil I x<hcqner Bills uiiilaimeii on the "•til Jai uniy I'l17 13 2 11 

Cbir^r till X.5 pei Cent. 

On £ lli,U(i2 10 0 from 'ithhipt. Ibl2,tn ft5lh Mwli (ilnn paw* ofl) 2871 11 7 

t>u 216,000 0 OfmniDi.to l)o .!)»». 7, KM) 0 0 

On /. 18,401 '* 2 fioin V7th Dec ..T)o. to 12tli .Inly .. Du . >00 II u 

•<>ti .if ju ,0 0 0 hoiii 2jthSept....no to'27th Sept. ..Do. 1 i t >'7 10 0 

On /I >0 0(0 0 0 fioiii Do ... 7,700 0 0 

Ui) 2 I 'W>,6(><> 1 3 ( from 'lUi Dit.. ...... to .Kli Dcl. 11 ,b i 6 S 

Oil if .SI 0,000 0 0 fioiii Do.to Do ... . . .r . *i,000 0 0 

On .t.257,000 0 0 lioin 25th March IhUi, to 2 jth ‘stptembei foPoaii , 7 “7 > 0 0 

12>,n(.l t 4 

Dcdnat Interest uroUimid cm the 7lh Jaiuiaiy 1 bit .... . , , 17 2 it 


Total Paymeutp for Tntcrc t on EKChequer BilU, m the Yeat to oth .'auiiii} ItiU .| 12 > r>47 2 .7 



(C .)—Payments made in the Ytar ending the bth of Jimiiory 1814,/or the separate Service 

of 1 HI LAND 


X. i. ri 

lor impniviiig Post fiiiails ... .. 57,79C 15 0[ 

On actonnt of the Balance clue by Iielanil, on the joint Expemliture of the Duircd 

Kincdonii to 5th January ISIS ... 2,820,10'* 11 S 

lioltery Priaes . "'* 0 0 

Piiiietpal of I xchequer Rills . 14 >,<27 12 2 

III count on pionipl Pavinent of Luan Depositee, &c..... 26,05 > 12 3 































Ixtii] PARI;. ACCOinm—IltELAND. [IxiT 

{'D.)-~Pi^/meHk made from the Fimns appropriated for Local Purposes in Izu/mDfJrom 

the 5th Jan. 1813, /o the 5th Jah. 18 H. 


Linen Manufacture .. 

liu)ii>>viiig Dublin .. 

King's liini. 

Knyal I'xcbnngi and Ctnnnieiu.al Buildings 
J.ight iluuse Duties .. 


no .j loj 

U,'0 0 0 

!. . 13 3 

lJ^ 0 0 

V 1.1 fit 3 4J 
3*' iSU () Oi 


(E .)—Payments made in the Year to the 5th Jan. 18)4 Hu. set'tral Heads qf—Vtvil 
Liu, Pensions, and vth<r permaiuuf Lliarst^-. 


1 . 

Arrear on thu Civil List on llv 5th January 181 !. .34,901 

Charge to the '.’.’itb Match 1813, at Ii5,000 per Anmim. 36,2.t0 

CSiarge from the 25th March 1813 (when the Penvioiis wer> 
reduced to .if.SO,000 per Annum, and added tn the Civi' 

List, making the amount £ 225,000, pursuant to 31 Oco- 3, 

cap. 34,) to the 25th l>erember following. 108,750 


Deduct Arrear on the 5tb .Tanuary 1814 


23f',90l 18 7 
.57,206 16 11 


Issued for the Ci'’<l List, in one Year, to the 5th January 1814... 

Pensions to the 25th March 1813 ... 

Other Permanent Charges, via. 

Public Inlirntariea .. 

Public Coal Yards . 

Army Baggage. 

Police Establishment . 

Inspector General of Prisons, &c. 

Transportation of Felons, &c.. 

Fees on Auditing Treasury Accounts . 

Imprest Office . 

Secret Service in detecting treasonable Conspiracies.. 

Annuities and Compensation Allowances . 

Judges’ additional Salaries, Ac. 

Controverted Elections.... 

Commissions of Inquiry . 

Board of Education ... 

Retired Militill Officeis ..... 

Lord Lieutenant’s additional Salary for one Year to 25tu 
December 18L3, (with f.9,580 I2t. 0\d, tlie Amount 
uiia|ipropriated on the Civil List, from 24th June 1812 to 
24th June 1813) .| 


3,450 
1,130 
1.5,2 4 
1 >,Jfe6 

H, f>8 ! 
10,594 

1,06.1 

I. S,S16 
9,.7S 

96,<)'>.5 

40.208 

1,1.51 

2.465 

300 

82 


j-182,695 


5 1 8 


43,119 4 04 


0 0 

17 II 
14 11 

I b| 
13 7I 
lo 6., 

o i0| 
7 0 

18 Oi 
1.5 41 


419 7 114 


2.5.5,792 17 4| 


48I,k'. 7 3 If 


(F. 1.)—sBouNTtES paid out of the l*ublic Revenue qf Customs m the Year endinir the 5th of 
Jan. 1S14, being Paynunts in the nature of Ardicipation qf Kxcheauer 


L s d. 
16.523 12 li 
6,004 13 0 
59 I 3 
.315 14 6| 
7(1 11 8 
S09 .3 10 
4,50.3 U 5^ 


On Coarse Linen and Cauvas exported .... 

Beef and Pork exported. 

lush cured Fish exported. 

Irish refined Sugar exported sseae»»aa ••#•••44••••••«••••••••«••• •»•••••• 

Irish Fish Oil exported....»..... 

Bark unported ........ 

Fishing Vessels 


•••MfM«**a«t4*t4f•4t«»*«t44»»44»*a«4*4»*«*«4«*««»**4«4«B**«4«*44««««*444 


Rewards for itraggling Seamen.. 


27,''.92 8 0| 
10 17 9 


27,703 .5 94 










































V.— PCBUC E]n>EJIDITUIt&« 


(F. 2.)—Jmount qfPegfmmis out of the Rtvmue qf Excite for Bounties, Militis, Army 
<?/■ Reserve, Deserters’ Warrants, l(c. in the Year ending the 5tk of January 18M-, 
being Paymenis in the nature of Anticipation qf Exchequer lieceipis. 


Bouiitlfsi to tSpirit Botailers on (be Sale of Malt Li(|iiors. 

ments fur Mtlitia ... 

Army of Reserve... 

' - - Desciters’ Warrants. 

- - Furtiiication».. 


•t. t. rf. 
fia'i ii» 0 
92,.iJ() 10 

7J9 1? li 
(>4(i 0 0 
814 2 S 

'*>, >jl 18 3* 


(G.)—j'l/oHitv paid to the Office qf Orunanc e in the Year to the bth of January 1«T4. 


kb* 

l'’or till* Cliargo of (he Office of < trdiiaoce. A47,.113 4 1 

Oil aecount of I’ay of retiu-d OITictrs of ihi; late Irish Aitillcry, and Pensions to 

Will iws of dell asiil OfUeets of the s line . ]'2,430 8 1 

Siipernnniiatc*l ami r< liml Allowaiicis to Peisoiis latf ( 'loin>ii)jj to the Office of 

Onhianee in (ui.ind. 3,262 b 8 

set 00 + n 10 


(11.) —Monies paid on Account of Ids Majesty's Fotirr.s in Ireland, in tfte Year ending 

the bth January 1811. 


t£, s (it Jt/» s* (It 

liegimcnts of tlu lane. 846,834 3 0' 

Militia . 1,133,loi ? 3^ 

Volnutcei Corps ..... 2] i,62'l 3 ol 

Mhiiarr Hospitals . 19,333 19 ll4 

Huval Military Infirmaiy ... 4,343 3 3-| 

Ufficiaung Clcigynicn ami rctiieil Chaplains ... 1,209 10 4^ 


Citminissariaf Kstablishmcnt . 

Rarrai ks . 

Stull Officers ami < tfficers of Garri-ons. 

Half I'ay, Siiprrniinierary and rciiied Ofiicers. 

fifficcis’ Widows .... 

Roval Hospital, Kilmaiuhnni . 

Pnlil c Officeis, then nupiitics, CUrku, and Conlinjteitl l.xpenscs . 
•Superannuated Olficeis . 


£\traoidinary Set vice 


3,330,634 13 Tj 
200,466 9 2| 
;.6S,30fi 13 bi 
logos'} 7 4 
24,317 9 Ilf 
6,088 10 3| 
93,010 18 2 
10,903 12 6| 
4,310 4 54 

3,1)37,391 17 11| 
31,717 J oi 

5,112.309 1 8* 


(1.) —payments in the Year ending the 5th January 18Id-, fin' Mi'tcELi aneola Seryicea. 


Public Officers for seveial Services. 


Itiland Navigations . 

Pier at Ardglass, in the County of J>uwi> 


1 .200 

(1 

0 

J7'),21fi 

10 

5 

lt<6,'>82 

18 


173,457 

5 


10,309 

5 

('i 

5,88.3 

16 

8 

.530,4.39 

Id 

I‘ } 


(K .)—Payments from tiie Vote of Credit tn the Year ending 5th Jan. 1814. 


Amount of Payments fiom tlic Vote of Crctlif .f.41,621 12 7}' 


Vot. XKWlll.m^Appendix. [ ] 








































PARL. ACCOUNTS,—.iRBtATO, 


Ixvii] 


[IxviH 


VI.—PUBLIC FUNDED DEBT. 


Public Funded Debt ^ Iksmnd, as the same stood on the Sth Jammy 18 H. 


British cutirnc). I irkb curreDcy. 


Suni^ raised ...| 

Payabib in Dubi in ; 

£. 5 lOr. per Cent, per Aniiom... 

£. 4 per Cent, per Annum. 

£. 5 percent, per Annum.. 

Pavablb in Lonison : 

£, b {ler Cent, fwr Annum. 

£. 3 per Cent. Consolidated Annuities .' 

£. 3 per Cent. Kediiced AmiiiiHcs. 

£. 4 per Cent. ( onsolidated Annuities. 

£. 5 per Cent. Consolidated Navy Annuities. 

Anviiai CaAnoB : 

Annual Interest. 

Aiiiiuitips on Lives or Terms of Year, . 

Pursuant to Act 37 Geo. J, tor llideinptiou ot I^bt then 

existing. 

By Acts pioviding £A pei Cent, for Itedemption of Debt'- 

created since '7^7 ... 

Managemint... 

Total of Annual r.Apense. 


£t s» fit . £» St lit 

81,915,700 2 11 

14,680,972 17 1 

227,600 0 0 
- - - 13,595,648 11 3 

1,900,000 0 0 0,0:.8,3’J3 U 8 

36,835,1 >i 0 0 0“,904,718 15 0 

36,668,7.'i0 0 0 39,724,479 3 4 

5,U54,'575 0 0 5,475.572 18 4 

572,000 0 0 619 h66 11 4 


3.944,.>19 6 8 
207,400 18 10 

121,691 14 8 


1,1I3,6j‘> 8 0 
22,771 •’ 9i 


Total Piliicipal, 


An Account qf the Progress made in the Redemption qf the Publii. Debt of Ireland, 

at the 5th of Januaiy 1814. 


5 ]>cr Ceutih 
4 per Cents. 
3§ lier Cents. 



fbedtemed 

bjr (tic Cumrili&ion^ra fiom 
Kt J8iiu«iy n<^7 
to 6{h Jdiiuary I9i4. 

Tout sumi paid. 

<£. t. d. 

<£. r. rf. 

1,833,187 17 3 

1,639,096 18 3 

4.339,222 8 4 

3,204,072 4 4 

6,172,410 b 7 

4,845.1ii9 2 7 


Av^rai^ lV*icct 
4>l blocki. 



Sums Annually applicable to the Reduction of the Dzbt, funded i» Irish Securities, 


£, s. d. 

Annual Charge, per Act 37 Geo. 3, c. 27, lor Redemption of sC.5,829,156 ID'. 4rf 

the Debt then existing . 67,649 1 0 

Annuity of 1 per Cent, on <£.24,596,214 2>. Id. Capitals created from lt>t J.ir.uai) 

1797, to 5th January 1814 . 24 5.962 2 9 

Annuities tor Years which has’e expired. 54,042 13 8 

One per Cent, on <£.2,508,940 5s. 6d, Treasury Bills, 1813, for Three Moutii^, dm. 

25lb Deeeniher... 6,372 7 0 

One per Cent, on a£.3,725,4l6 I3s. 4d!. Treasury Bills, 1814, fui Nine Months, due 
29th September. 20,440 12 6 


394,360 16 11 

Interest at 5 per Cent, on ,£. 1,833,187 17r. 'Jd. Stock redeemed... <£, 91,6.59 7 10 


Total...,^. 9 57,899 0 » 























































Ixix) VII.—VIIL—Unfuwdei) Debt—B^spositiov op Grants, 1614« (Iek 

VII.~UNFUNDED DEBT. 


An Account of the Unfunded Debt of Ireland, and Demands Outstanding, on the 

5th Day qf January 1814. 


• Loam Deal hTUttcs; 

Residne of IVbcntarPs boat ini; i per Cent. Interest to tbel 
Year 1788, proriiled for by the 27 and 28 Geo. 3, but] 
uiK’la!in<’d by the J'ropnetora; vir. 

Old Loan . 

Loan by Lottery 1780. 

Loan by Lotteiy 1781 . 


ExcREODen Bins: 

Outstanding Excliequcr Bills, provided for by several Acts] 
of Parliament, but uitclaimed by the Pioprictors; vu. 

Payable 24 June 1783 . 

24 .rune 1700 . 

24 June 1791 . 

24 June 1801 . 

2 > TVIarch 180 j. 

25 Maich IblJ. 


Exchequer Bills, not in course of payment. 

Issued pnisuant to 51 (leo. 3, c, 22, payable 2> March 1815 
■| ’ tjto. 3, c. 70, payable 2 > March 181' 
j 2 Geo 3, e. 90, paj'able 21 June 18'1 

52 Geo. 0, e. 11 3, payable 24 June 1814 
.'ll Geo. 3, c. <>1, payable 'J5 Maieh 1817 

53 Geo. 3, c. 80, payable 5 Inly 1815... 




d. 

275 

0 

0 

1,220 

0 

0 

730 

0 

0 

8 

6 

8 

50 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

do 

0 

0 

100 

« 

0 

100 

0 

0 

2''3.750 

0 

0 

150,000 

0 

0 

500,000 

0 

0 

1,216,666 

13 

4 

235,000 

0 

0 

330,000 

0 

0 


T OTiiRv Prizes. 

Outstanding Lottery Piizes of the sevcia) Lottenes fiom 1782 to 1801 


Total. 


(a) Provi.ion has been made for these by several Acts of Parliament. 

(b) To lie pro» ided lor. 


JS. 


St d. 


(a) 2,2^5 0 • 


(a) 408 6 • 


(b) 2,725,416 13 4 
(a) 25,843 0 0 


2,753,898 0 0 


• VHL—DISPOSITION OF GRANTS. 


• An Account slutoint; how the Monies, granted for the Service of the Year IBIS, have been 
disposed of, so far as relates to Ireland j stated in Irish Currency. 


SERVICE. 

tvys OiBUled. 

i 

bUMS P'lld. 

K1MA1N8. 

.■■■" 

t£. s. d. 

£. i. d 

i£ • if* d» 

Forres... 

Ordnance... 

Public Olfieers for s> veral Services . 

3,701,823 4 0 

563,004 17 10 

1,200 0 0 

3,112,309 1 8| 

503,004 17 10 

1,200 0 0 

589,514 2 3* 

Miscellaneous Services . 

177,271 6 10 

166,382 18 7J 

10,888 8 24 

Public Boards. 

213,148 0 0 

173,457 5 6^ 

39,690 14 5i 

Public Hospitals and Schools... 

179,226 10 5 

179,226 10 5 



4,83.5,673 19 1 

4,195,580 14 2| 

640,093 4 10^ 


CNU OF THE FINANCE ACCOUNTS FOR 1814. 


































PABIm AGC 0X7 NTS.-~Bank Notbs and Toxins. 


[Ixxii 


Ixxi] 


Amount Bank Note$ in drcukitim, on the ^th and \2th qfeach Month; from Decern-- 
her 1812 to Fehrumy 1814; both inclusive: Diairnguishinif the Bank Post Bills; and 
diitmguisking the Amount cf Notes under the value qf Five Pounds. 


1813. 


1813. 


1814. 


December 

7 


12 

January 

7 


12 

February 

7 


12 

March 

7 


12 

April 

7 

12 

May 

7 


12 

June 

7 


12 

July 

7 

12 

August 

7 


12 

Septem'er 

7 


12 

October 

7 


12 

November 

7 


12 

December 

7 


12 

January 

7 


12 

February 

7 


12 


BnU Nutn vf iU 
ind utiwuds. 

auk Pott BUIa. 

Sink Notoi 
undei 6/* _ 

j • 

£. 

£. 

£. 

14,028,460 

1,003,690 

7,530,600 

14,278,770 

1,010,850 

7,600,960 

14,146,300 

970,610 

7,648,790 

17,117,640 

1 Py6,i«) 

7,8')4,6*0 

1.5,000 260 

1,080,990 

7.877,610 

15,097,200 

1 1,110,710 

7,797,.*40 

14,.307.720 

1,008,690 

7,695,260 

14,604,340 

1,0')J,230 

7,697,660 

14,6,.7,2‘.'0 

I,0.>9,700 

7.8 53,430 

16,090,580 

1,084, l.»0 

7,889.290 

15,608 010 

1,067,7 -0 

7.796,140 

14 804,210 

1,061,3)0 

7.779,54(' 

15,229,7,10 

1 ,002,010 

7,723.2h0 

14,189, UO 

1,002,150 

7,730,030 

n,849,.5^0 

0.56,790 

7,87o,360 

15.777,790 

99.s,6S0 

8,027,061) 

15,205.11-0 

l.t.S4.790 

8,12 5,710 

15,191,500 

1,059,860 

8,026,670 

14,9 >9,190 

1,0 >8.500 

8 ,0‘2s, .0) 

14,459,600 

1,0 *2,5)0 1 

8,093,1 >0 

14,596,720 

1 ,0.>8,620 

8,107,660 

14,823,520 

1,039,110 

h,26'*.'i70 

14,416,290 

1,056,910 

8,179,640 

15,372,090 

1,014,.33() 

8,097,130 

15,293 970 

983,490 

8 ,(102,620 

14,.598,590 

99 ),K20 

8 ,020,1+0 

11,490,760 

917,470 

8,2 > ),22') 

16,.».>0,9J0 

1.008,570 

8 , J4 7,520 

U.821,790 ! 

1.037,930 

8,350.940 

15,447,880 

1,127,180 

8,375,350 


Amount qf all the Stamped Doli avs and SUver Tokcn!. uiued by the Bank qf Bnglanti, 
from the lOth of December 1812 to the l« qf JiLneh 1 8 14, indunve ;—dutinquishing 
the Amount of each sort qf Tokens ; and speafying the Standard Fineness and Height. 


Nil, 

3,008,983. 

1,510,441. 


.STAMPED DOLLARS... 

d. S, (/. 

Nil. 

451,347 9 0 

113,283 1 6 

■SILVKR TOKENS iif 3*. each. 


i 

.561,630 10 6 


Tbe Tokens are of the Dollar Slandanl. 

The Weight of the 5t. Token is 9 dwts. 11 grs. 

The Weight of the Is. 6rf. Token is 4 dwK 17 J grs, 













































Ixxxi*) PunithmeiH for High Treason. April 1613» [Ixxxii 

Debate in the House of Commons, Aprii. 5, 1815, upon Sjh 
Samuel Komill\’s Bill on the PuNISHME^T tor High 
Treason. 

Since the ttpptorath.e of ow '25th Volume^ ike folloain^ copious Report qf the Hthate on 
Sir Samuel Homdlfs Bill on the Punishmmtfor High Treason, has been published by 
Basil Montagu, esq. To the publication is preficd the following 


PntFAct. I 

The punishment fur High Treason is, 
'• that the oil'ender be dragged to the gal> 
luwi*: that he be hanged by the neck and 
then cut down alive j that his entrails be 
taken out and burned %\hilu he is yet ahre; 
tiiat his head be cut oil; that his oody be 
divided into tour parts, and that Ins head 
am' quarttrs be at the king’s disposal." 

The folloning extract IS from Howell's: 
Slate Trials, voi. 1, p. 1138 : | 

*' Ballard was first executed. He was 
cut down and buvtelled with guat cruelty i 
while he was alive. Babingion beheld Bal> 
lard’s execution without being in the least 
daunted; whilst the lesl turned away their 
faces, and fell to prayers upon their knees. 
Babingion being taken down fiom the 
gallows alive tou and ready lo he cut up, 
lie cried aloud several times in Lutiti, 

* l*aicc nn/it Donune Jesu ''—Spare me, O 
].ord Jesus !—Savage broke the rope and 
tell down fioiu the gallows, and was pre¬ 
sently seized on by the executioner, his 
privities cut oil’, and his bowels taken out 
while he was alive. Barnwell, Titch- 
bourne, Tilncy, and Abirigton were exe¬ 
cuted with equal cruelty. 

" On the next day Thomas Salisbury, 
Henry Donii, Edward Jones, John Char- 
nock, John Travers, Uubei t Cage, Jerome 
Bellamy, were diawn to the place of exe¬ 
cution.—The queen being informed of the 
severity used in the execution the day be¬ 
fore, and detesting »ucb ciueliv, gave ex¬ 
press orders that these should be used*' 
more favourably ; and accordingly they 
were permitted to hang till they were 
quite dead before they were cut down and 
bowelled.” 

The following extract is from vol. 18, 
p. 351. 

“ The prisoner Townly was executed, 
according to his sentence, on Kennington 
Common, on Wednesday the 30th July, 
1746. After he had hung six minutes he 
Was cut down, and having life in him as 
he lay upon the block lo be quartered, the 
Voi. XXVHI. Appendix. 


executioner gave him several blows upon 
the breast, which not having the efiect 
designed, he immediately cut his throat, 
after which he cut his bead off; thru 
ripped him open, and took out his bowels 
ami heart, and threw them into a fite 
which consumed thorn; he slashed his 
four quarters, and put them with the head 
into a coffin, and they were carried to the 
new gaol in Southwaik, where they were 
deposited till Saturday August 2d, when 
his head was put on Temple bar, and his 
body and limbs suiiered lo be buried." 

In the last session of parliament sir 
Samuel Romilly proposed that this taw 
should be altered, and that, hereafter, the 
sentence should be, that the ofl'ender siiall 
be hanged and his body be at the king's 
disposal.'*'' This proposal was resisted, and 


" A Bill to oiler the punishment of High 
Treason. 

•• Whereas it is expedient that the judg¬ 
ment required by law to be awardi-d 
against peisons convicted of High Trea¬ 
son, should be altered ; 

“ Be it therefore enacted by tin* King's 
most excellent majesty, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Lords Spiiitual 
and Temporal, and Commons, in tins pre¬ 
sent parliament assembled, and by the 
authority ot tlie same. That the judg¬ 
ment now by law given against persons 
convicted of‘High Treason, shall be no 
longer awarded; but that in lieu thereof, 
from and aticr the passing of this Act the 
judgment to be awarded against any per¬ 
son or persons, convicted of the crime of 
High Treason, shall be, that such person 
or persons,being so convicted or aUainted 
as aforesaid, shall be scveially drawn to 
the place of execution, and be there 
banged by the neck until lie she or they 
be severally dead, anti that the body ti^r 
bodies of such person or persons shall he 
at fhe disposal of his Majesty and his suc¬ 
cessors. 

“ And be it further enacted, that from 
and after the passing of ihii Act it shall 
be lawful for bis Majesty and his succes- 
j sors, if be or they shall think proper, after 

I [/] 



Sir Samnd It<mUly*s liiU 


Ixxxiii] HOUSE OF< COMMONS, 

the Bill was rejected ih the House uf Com* 
mons. 

Wlt^ther ibis opposition originated in 
approbation of the existing law, or in the 
influenf'c of party spirit, or in an opinion 
that mure c;ooil must result from enquiry 
tban'r>')l iium delay, will beieafter be dis¬ 
covered. 

It is difficult to suppose that a law which 
requires " the tearing out the heart and 
bowels frOm the body of a human being 
while heisyetalivc, and burning them in his 
sight” can be approved even by the inge¬ 
nuity by which it was supported. The 
vulture is not the emblem of our religion. 
The politician, without any permanent 
interest to impede, has no power to subdue 
the mild spirit of Christian legislation. 
There aie pebbles in the course of every 
stream. Philosophy, foreseeing the pos¬ 
sibility of mischief in approaching inno¬ 
vation, has always taught that it is not 

S ood to try experiments in slates except 
IB necessity be urgent or the utility evi¬ 
dent : but It lias taught also, ** that in a 
well-constituted comonwealth it is not wise 
to retain those laws which it is not proper 
to execute. A penal law not ordinarily 
put in execution seems to be a very ab¬ 
surd and a very dangerous thing. Such 
laws, as they must be defective either in 
justice or wisdom, or both, so they cannot 
exist without a considerable degree of 
danger. But we are told we may with per¬ 
fect security trust to the manners of the 
age. 1 am well pleased with the general 
manneis of the times; but the desultory 
execution does nut depend on the manners 
of the times, I would, however, have the 
laws tuned in unison with the manners:— 
very dissonant are a gentle country and 
cruel laws: very dissonant that your rea¬ 
son is furious but your passions moderate, 
and that you are always equitable except 
in your couits of justice.*” 


judgment upon any conviction or attainder 
of Fligh Treason, by warrant under the 
hand of one of his Majesty's principal 
secretaries of state, to direct, that the per¬ 
son against whom such judgment shall 
have been awarded, instead of being 
hanged, shall be beheaded; and it shall 
be lawful for the sheriff or other person 
having the charge of execotiug the said 
judgment, to observe the directions con¬ 
tained in such warrant.” 

* Burke. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday, April j, 1813. 

The Bill having gone through the Com¬ 
mitter , after many alterations. 

Sir /S'. ItomiUy .—I iuovl tli.it the report 
of the Committee be now biooght up. , 
Wr. Frankland —^'Ihere stems to be a 
sort of fatality attending the discussion of 
these Bills of my hon, and learned friend. 
On a former evening we ueic unexpect¬ 
edly pressed into a decision, and now, 
when I concluded that, as a matter of 
course, the debate was to be postponed 
till after the recess, wc aie railed upon to 
decide, without any oppoituniiy to leflect, 
whether, after the material improvements 
which have been made in the Committee, 
we may safely permit tins alteialioii to be 
introduced in our criminal code. Thus 
situated, 1 must act for the best, and 
therrfoie move that the report be received 
this day six months. 1 am anxious, how¬ 
ever, to be undeislood that the Bill, though 
yet defective, appears to me to have been 
much improved in the Committee; but 
there are yet objections » hich I consider 
insuperableTreason has, in all ages, 
whether ancient or modern, and by all 
people who have receded one step from 
barbarity, betn watched as a crime 
fraught with consequences the most cala¬ 
mitous to society. It has been dreaded 
both from the mistaken zeal in which it 
originates, and from the merciless excesses 
into which it hunics the offenders. In 
the pursuit of his object, .the traitor has 
ever been regardless of the road over 
which he must pass to attain it. To him 
ower is every thing; the miseries which 
e inflicts are beneath hts consideration. 
In his delusion to save millions he hesi¬ 
tates nut to sacrifice thousands. He 
tramples upon the charities of private 
life. He is deaf to the cries of distrew, 
and disregards the voice of justice. 
1 he forms of discipline and devotion do 
nut stay his progress. He passes on 
he hastens to tumult and sedition, where, 
like death amidst tombs, he rejoices at the 
desolation around him. 

Atrocious as this crime is regarded by 
every well regulated mind, its enormity 
must, from the very nature of the offence, 
be indistinctly seen by the community; 
partly from the mistaken patriotism to 
which it may be ascribed ; partly from 
the remembrance that, to promote what 
he erroneonniy conceives to be public 
good, the offender sacrifices his private 
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comibrt and risks his life; nnd partly 
from the constant disposition in the com* 
miiuity favourably to hear all men vvho 
reprove supposed disorders of state and 
teach that they are ill governed. For 
these reasons, and to counteract this evil 
^and erroneous opinion, all nations have 
united in repressing treason by the most 
extreme and ignominious punishment. 
Why then is England, celebrated as she 
is for high and noble feeling, distinguished 
for a detestation of the blind fury of iaw« 
less ignorance, famed for a love of order 
and for the regulation of her conduct by 
the known rules of ancient liberty,—why, 
1 ask, is England to be an exception to 
tins practice of all civilized nations ? 
Why, by Lonfounding the punishments 
for high treason and common felonies, are 
we to eflace all distinctbin between crimes 
so widely dillerent ? 

I well know the excellent motives of 
my hon. and learned friend ; but I sliotild 
be wanting in my duty were I not to enter 
my protest against these mischievous at¬ 
tempts to unsettle the public opinion with 
respect to the r normily of these atrocious 
ofFence.s.--Why agitato tlitse questions, 
when ihe punish.nent, though in .appear¬ 
ance theoretically seveie, is in reality 
practically humane f It is not however 
the non-exictencc of any practical evil, 
which IS my only reason foi dissenting 
from this proposal ; 1 am sailifted that it 
is theoretically bad; that thi»theory has 
been reduced to practice,—has been fried 
and found wajritiiig. This fancied lenity 
has been productive of the must deplorable 
cruelty.—At the commencement of the 
.French Uevolulion, the leaders, with hu- 
maiiity and the lights of man always on 
their lips, would not permit any indignity 
to he oilered to the body of the most atro¬ 
cious offender. Simple death was their 
highest punishment for the highest of¬ 
fences. Do w-e forget the deluges of 
blood, which, to the eteriiHl disgrar»* of 
that unhappy country and of human nature, 
flowed from ibcir humanity ? If the pain¬ 
ful, 1 may say disgusting, formalities re¬ 
quired by the English law, and known to 
the French law before the humane revo¬ 
lution, hnd been prolonged in France, 
could they have destroyed their thousands 
in a morning ? What spectator would have 
attended such Crimage ? What time would 
have been sufficient for their barbarities ’ 
In the present French code this error has 
been rectified. In the code Napoleon 
treason and parncidc are assiinilated. 


The hand of a child, which is raised not 
to sdecour but to murder his parent, is 
struck off' before the sentence of death is 
executed. The sentence and punishment 
for high treason and parricide aie the 
same. In England this mutilation, the in¬ 
fliction of pain upon the ofiender, is 
avoided; and our sentence, without pi o- 
ductng suffering in the criminal, i4 calcu¬ 
lated to excite disgust against the crime. 
Our ancestors, feeling the associations of 
our nature, adopted these expedients, 
which the wiser moderns, having traced 
the laws of our ideas and discovered that 
we are not influenced by any association, 
are desirous to abolish. But ] am sure 
this House will pause before it aanetioQs 
any of these innovations, before it tole¬ 
rates any alteration of a law by which 
good results to the community and no ad¬ 
ditional pain is inflicted on the off'ender. 
The passion of shame is a power by which 
all legislators have endeavoured to prevent 
the gratification of every other passion. 
It has been used to preserve order amongst 
a lawless crew. In Egypt, when suicide 
^adly prevailed, when the icdr of death al¬ 
most ceased to exist, the women were de¬ 
terred from self-sacrifice by a law which 
declared that their bodies should be pub¬ 
licly exposed after their death,*—Mon- 


* It is not known to what Mr. Fratik- 
laiid alluded : the following is from Plu¬ 
tarch : A certain dreadful and monstrous 
distemper did seize the Milesian maids, 
arising from some hidden cause. It is 
roost likely the air had acquired some in¬ 
fatuating and venomous quality that did in¬ 
fluence them to this change and alienation 
of mind;—for, ali on a sudden, an earnest 
longing for death, with furious attempts to 
hang themselves, did attack them, and many 
did pi ivily accomplish it. The arguments 
and tears of parents and the persuasion of 
friends availed nothing; but they cir¬ 
cumvented their keepers in all their con¬ 
trivances and industiy to prevent them, 
still murtbeiiiig themselves: so that the 
calamity seemed to be an extraordinary 
divine stroke, and beyond human help, 
until the counsel of a wise man was by 
reeoid passed into an act of the senate 
viz. * That those maids that hanged them¬ 
selves tboultl be carried through the 
market place.' This ratified law did not 
only inhibit, but qoasbed their desire of 
Slaying themselves,—Note,—Whata great 
argument of good nature and virtue this 
fear of disgrace is, that they that bad no 
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taigne, who will not be suspected of any at¬ 
tachment to seeprity, mentions an execu¬ 
tion at Rome at which be iras pj^sent, when 
the spectators witnessed without any emo¬ 
tion the mere infliction of death; but when 
the body, die dead body, was treated with 
indigniry, there was an universal sympathy, 

S rodnctng shi inking expressive of horror.* 
Tr. Justice Blackstone too, who has been 
80 often cited in support of the alteration 
of our penal code, says,—" Disgusting as 
this catalogue may seem, it will afford 
leasure to an English leader, and do 
onour to the English law, to compare it 
with that shocking apparatus of death and 
'torment to be met with in the criminal 
codes of almost every other nation in 

Europe. 

As a reason to recommend these Bills 
to our notice, it has been stated by my 
hon. and learned fiiend, that the present 
law ought not to stand upon ogr statute 
book, because in practice we have ceased 
to resort to it. This, too, is one of the 
happy discoveries of the present age to 
which I, for one, will never assent. 1 do 
contend that the mere disuse of a law is 


drehd on them of the most terrible things 
in the world, viz. death and pain, could 
not endure the fantasie of an immodest 
thing, no not to be exposed to shame after 
death!”—Plutarch’s Morals, vol. i. p. 
2i8{. 

* Little did Montaigne suppose that he 
should ever be cited in recommendation 
of severity; Montaigne, who says that 
cowardice is the mother of cruelty, and 
who, in this very Essay on Cruelty, b. ii. 
c. 11. to which Mr. Frankland referred, 
says," For my own part, 1 cannot, with* 
nut grief, sec so much as an innocent 
beast pursued and killed. It frequently 
happens that the stag we bunt, finding 
himself weak and out of breath, sur¬ 
renders himself to his pursuers, and im- 
lores mercy by his tears. It has ever 
een to me an un pleasing sight, and I 
hardly ever take a beast alive, that I do 
not presently turn out.” This instance 
cited by Mr. Frankland, is stated by Mon* 
taigne, notas a retaon for exposing the 
dead, but to prevent the tortnre of the 
living. He says, '* The savages, in roast¬ 
ing and eating the bodies of the dead, do 
not so inacb offend me, as those who tor¬ 
ment the living. Inhuman excewes 
ought to be axercised upon the bark, end 
not upon the quick.” 

' t vol. iv. chap. 29. 
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no reason for its abolition. On the con¬ 
trary, it may be the strongest reason for 
its continuance. Its operation, bv the 
consciousness of its power, may &e far 
more salutary than by its direct use. DeaiT 
to infliction, our decrees are not them¬ 
selves dead. Because the sword of justice, 
has not been used for a century, are we to 
destroy i» ? Are we to throw sword and 
scabbard into the ocean ? Because the 
edge has not for years been tried, are we 
to blunt it i Does not the passenger walk 
with caution when he is passing the sleep¬ 
ing lion ? 1 am sure, Sir, I shall not be 
misunderstood by the House nor by my 
hull, and learned friend, when 1 repeat, 
that the mere disuse of a Uw is no reason 
why It should be abolished. If the l.iw is 
bad, let it for its delects be abolished ; 
but let us not presume that it is bad be¬ 
cause we do not see its utility. 

I am concerned. Sir, to be obliged so 
often, and at such length, to tresp<iss upon 
the attention of the House.—I will now 
sit down, after having again implored my 
non. and learned friend to reflect upon 
(he injuiious consequences which must re¬ 
sult to society by these attempts to conveit 
law from feeling and sentiment into a 
matter of cold calculation. Men act from 
their feelings, and when they calculate 
under temptation tliey have hitherto been 
sure to err. Under the influence of strong 
desires we have ears more deaf than adders 
to the voice of any tiue decision. I 
therefore implore my honourable, excel¬ 
lent, and learned friend to desist from 
these attempts. But if he do persevere, I 
am confident that tins House will not sanc¬ 
tion alterations of a system which is found¬ 
ed on wisdom and justice, is hallowed by 
its antiquity, and mitigated by the huma¬ 
nity with which it is executed. I move 
that the report be received this day six 
months. 

Sir J. Netepori .—^Tbe hon. gentleman 
wishes then, if 1 rightly understood him, 
that the present law with all its barbarities 
should remain unchanged. How these 
wishes can be reconciled with his decla¬ 
ration that he approves of the alterations 
which have been made in the committee, 
most be left to the ingenuity of the hon. 
gentleman to explain. To me this appears 
wholly inconsistent. 1 should have thought 
that approbation of the alterations made 
in the committee, was in itself an acknow¬ 
ledgment tliat the disgusting severities of 
the existing law ought not, in the opinion 
of the* hon. gentleman, to stain our penal 
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code; and, calcaiaimg upon sach con* 
listency, I did expect that, instead of 
calling upon the House to reject the hu¬ 
mane proposal oi- my bon. and learned 
friend to wbocn we are indebted for tfaa 
agitation of tins question, the House would 
, h ive been requested to sanction the Bill 
alter its defects had been supplied by the 
amendments of the committee. But, with¬ 
out aiiv motion to re-commit, and without 
li iving been fa\ cored with the sentiments 
of the bon gentleman in any former stage 
of the proceedings, we are now called 
upon wholly to reject the Bill, and for 
reasons which, if they exist at all, existed 
with gtcater force when the measure was 
fir-ri proposed to oor consideration 

It IS not my iiilentioii to occupy the 
liint of till Huihp m tracing the atrocities 
of the 1 leiich Revolution, or the diflcreni 
systems adopted by the successive govern¬ 
ments from the code of the National Con¬ 
vention to the code of Napoleon, with 
which the hon gentleman seems so much 
delignted 1 cannot think that the times 
of icsolutiun arc the most appiopriate for 
the selection of pieccdints applicable to 
the times m which we live. 1 cannot 
think thit the iiicasures proposed by my 
lion and learn* d friend will derive any 
assistance, oi exptrunce any formidable 
oppoMtion hv p>eridcnt8 adduced from a 
Kssfmtuiui coufitij convulsed by it vo¬ 
lution There appeal to me to be two, 
and onlj two questions fot oor considera¬ 
tion 1st hat IS the existing law ^ ind 
:>dl\. What 18 the proposed remedy * The 
existing law is as follows —That the ul- 
fender be drawn to the gahows, and not 
be carried or walk. That he be banged 
by the neck, and then cut down alive 
That his entrails be taken out and burned 
while be is yet alive. That his head be 
cut ofi That bis body be divided into 
four parts, and that his head and quarters 
be at the King’s disposal 

Doubt seems to have been entertained, 
and in the committee it was stated by one 
hon gentleman (Mr. Yorke^bat this law 
was never earned into eftect j that, severe 
as It IS in appearance, it is nothing but 
appearance; it is a dead letter upon our 
statute book. These doubts have been 
most paiiifulJy answered by my hon. and 
learned friend, who has told you again 
and again, that it was executed so late as 
the \esr 1740 upon Mr. Townly—(No, 
no, from ministry; Hear * bear < from 
Opposiiion}—1 say it was executed in the 
year 174b upon Mr. Townly; and as 


doubts seem yet to exist, as my friend has 
been nisunderstoed, it appears lo me that 
it Will be best to refer to the account as 
reported in the State Trials, it is as fol¬ 
lows 

"The piisonerTownly was executed, 
according to Ins sentence, on Kennmgtoa 
Common, on Wednesday the 30tb July, 
1746. After he had hung six minutee be 
was cut down, and having life in him as 
be lay upon the block to be quartered, 
the executioner gave him seveial blows 
upon the breast, whii h not having the e£r 
feet designed, he immediately cut bit 
throat, after which He cut ius head ofi; 
then ripped him open, and took out his 
bowi is and heart, and threw them into n 
fire which consumed them: then be 
slashed his tour quarters, and put them 
with the head into a cofiin, and they were 
carried to the new gaol in Southwark, 
where they were deposited till Saturday 
August 2d, when his bead was put on 
Teniple-bar, and his body and limbs 
suftered to be buried.^’—State'i rials, voi 
18 p 351. 

Ttie leluctance to believe that this 
country has been so recently disgraced 
by such barbarities, is to me a convincing 
proof that there is one unanimoas senti¬ 
ment in the House; that there is not n 
member in this House who does not con¬ 
cur VI ith me in thinking that the sentence 
ought not to be executed. Why thep 
sufler It to remain a part of youi penal 
code ^ Why sutler your existing law to 
be thus contaminated I Ihe remedy pro¬ 
posed, IS to lemove tbu dead letter, wnich, 
without the possibility of producing any 
good, has the bad tendency of exciting e 
spirit of sanguinary legislation, 1 shall 
most conscituliously vole for the motion 
of my hon and learned fiiend 

Mr. Fuzqerald .—1 he charge of incon¬ 
sistency made by the hon baronet against 
my boo friend, who has proposed that 
the repoit be received this day six months, 
has much of confidence but little of truth 
in It. My bon. friend has to this bopr 
been consistent from the dawit of these 
attempted innovations; be has invariably 
resisted them, and now, in stippori of bis 
opposition* has to my mind adduced the 
most cogent and irresistible reasons in the 
very able speech which we have just 
heard. The bon. baronet places much 
reliance upon the caM oi Mr Townly, 
which to him appears to be satisfactory 
proof that the legal sentence for high trea¬ 
son was m 1746, and would now be exe- 
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' ruted* But ibe correciness of this in> 
fcrence 1 csnim^t but fntfrtam considersbie 
doubt. IWs it faiiow, because this uafor* 
tunate tnalei'actor was cut down five mi> 
nates Softer bis execution^ that he was evts* 
cerated when alive ? Might he not have 
been dead when he was cot down? or, if 
aUye, uiighl not some time have elapsed 
befoir the last part of the sentence was 
executed ? Why are we to conclude that 
this was a severe instead of a mild execu¬ 
tion of the. sentence ? The bon. baronet is 
certainly at liberty to entertain this sup¬ 
position ; he may conclude that life was 
not extinct; but the same liberty which 
he assumes for himself be will grant to 
me, and 1 bare arrived at a very opposite 
conclusion. Admitting, however, for the 
sake of argument, that'the hon. baronet is 
right; admitting that, in one solitary in¬ 
stance amidst numerous executions, the 
law took its regular course, are we to infer 
that it is in general executed ? or ought 
yre not to be satisfied, from the impossi¬ 
bility of adducing another example, and 
from the reliance which is placed upon 
this case, that the law is not executed ? 
But, Sir, without inquiring whether the 
bon. and learned gentleman who has pro- 

f iosed this Bill to the consideration of par-, 
iamentjMn adduce another proof of the 
execution of the law, 1 ask whether it is 
not one thing to legislate de novo, and 
another to innovate upon laws which have 
existed for oentuiiea ?—>If it were now for 
the first time proposed to the legislature to 
legalise this sentence, although I am satis¬ 
fied that there ought to be some peculiar 
brand of disgrace affixed to the punish¬ 
ment for this atrocious offimee, 1 -might 
object to sanction this peculiar infliction. 
But |he law has existed from time imme¬ 
morial ; it has been attended with such 
salutary effects, that wo are now obliged 
to look bat k almost for a century for any 
instances of the crime which it was framed 
tq prevent, and which has been prevented; 
and there now is not any practical evil 
attendant upon the law. 1, therefore, 
shall vote for the amendment of my hon. 
friend, in opposition to the motion of the 
hon. and learned gentleman, which, as 1 
conceive, cannot be productive of any 
practitml good, but must be attended with 
the serious practical evil of fixing a stigma 
upon the judges, to whom the country is 
so much indebted for the impartial and 
just utltiitiiistration of oar laws. , 

Ml. (.'ourjeuay.—'lcannot with any sain- 
faction to myself give a silent vote upon 
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ihisnccasion. It appears to me to be a 
subject of great importance; and if the 
question be rightly understood,! am much 
mistaken if any serious doubt will be en¬ 
tertained upon it. The question appears 
to me to be, not whether the sentence 
ought to be executed,—not whether the ^ 
malefactor ought to be cut down and em- 
bowelled alive,—for could there be a dis¬ 
senting voice upon such a proposal ? but 
it is, whether the aentence should continue 
a part of the law, though it is admitted 
that it ought never to be carried into exe¬ 
cution ? 1 gannot think that any gentle¬ 
man will consider lb>s sentence to be any 
apparent improvement of the spirit of our 
laws; and 1 cannot, after the instance of 
Mr. Towniy, suppose that any gentleman 
will not deem it at least possible, should 
the country (ver again be convulsed by 
the agitations of turbulent and malignant 
passions, that the same sad spectacle may 
again recur. I iiicrefure consider the 
conclusion irresistible. I think that this 
law ought not to continue upon our Statute 
Book. 

In mentioning the case of Mr. Towniy, 
it appears to me to be but justice lo my 
hon. and learned friend (sirS. Romilly) to 
say, that he seems to me to have been 
misunderstood by some ol the.hon. mem¬ 
bers who spoke in the Committee and by 
the hon. gentleman who just sat down. It 
has been supposed that my hon. and learn¬ 
ed friend intended to impress upon the 
House that this unfortunate man was em- 
bowelled alive. In being .compelled to 
remind you of this execution, my friend 
had not any such intention. I understood 
him to say directly the contrary. 1 under- , 
stood him to say that he was tut down 
alive, and that the executioner, to prevent 
the sad necessity of proceeding in the 
completion of the sentence, struck and 
killed him. I ask you, gentlemen, whe¬ 
ther this is a proper state for the law of 
your country ? I ask, whether the huma¬ 
nity which remained in the breast of the 
executioner ^^as not the only r«a.son why 
your law was not executed? This execu- 
tioaer, whose office it was, for emolument, 
to hang the oflender, behead and embowel 
him alive, had too much kindness to exe¬ 
cute a law which the gentlemen who op- 
pom my excellent friend are desirous to 
support. I do most seriously lament that 
,hi this House, and in these time*, in an 
English House of Cummoo*' 'h the I9th 
century ofChristiauity. one voice has been 
heard in faivour of such severity j and I 
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cannot but cxpiesi nay sorrow that inge* the coQiltr^ is id largely indebted fbr'his 
nuity iias been perverted and ability mis* exerttom, m acctised of acting upon what 
applied 111 such a caust ; for I must concur is termed a eystlm. He is acting upon a 
witii the bon. member who spoke last, in system : and if it be a reproach to him to 
saying that the speech of the hoii. gentle- risk his health ; if he deserire censure for 
man by whom the amendment has been sacrilictng his private interest to the hope 
proposed, is entitled to the epithets ol of contributing to the public good ; if he 
able and ingenious. Whether it was pru- is culpable for disregarding the rewards 
dent, whether it nasdiscieet and jtidimoas, inevitably attendant upon every moment’s 
to lefer to the French Itevuluiion, isa very employment of his great professional 
dilierent consideration. But, be this as it talenls—^die is indeed most guilty : upon 
may, I do call upon the House to say, accusationa of this nature he haSnotbeett 
whether this is a proper state of the law : such an inattentive observer of mankind 
whether the legislature of England ought as not to have calculatedbut he will noi 
to tiuM the measure of this extreme pu- be deterred by them; he will persevere lA 
nishinent to the discretion of the cxecu. this system ; and, by continuing to pursue 
lioner i the best ends by the best means, be wUi, 

It has been said, that although the alte- i trust, live to enjoy the reward of his 
ration of the law may in itself be proper, virtues, by seeing the blessings which be 
the present time for such alteration is im- has conferred upon his country and mao- 
proper. It has been contended more than kind. But without pledging myself, as 1 
once this night, that we ought lo wait till, am sure my friend does not wish any gen- 
from the discovery of some practical evil, tleman to pledge himself, to any system, 1 
the interference of the legislature becomes will do what he is desirous that you should 
necessary. Can any gentlemen seriously do—I will exercise my judgment upon 
think that a moment of tranquillity, when, the meai>ure now before the House, and, 
to our gieat happiness, we are fiee even approving it, I will vote foi It. 
from the thought of disturbance, is not of 1 am sorry to trespass so much at length, 
all moments the most auspicious for this but 1 am desirous to say one word re- 
amelioration of our law ?—\ie we to wait specting the supposed stigma upon the 
till men’s minds arc inflamed, till a horrid judges. What ?—an attempt by the 
sentence against a horrid crime is about to House of Commons of England to me- 
bc executed, and then stop the hand of ihe borate the law of England a stigma 
execntlonei, nr trust to his discretion? upon the judges of England!—-How can 
Are we now to forget that such an inter- such an idea have etttdred the mind or 
fcrence, at such a moment, may be per- misled the imagination of any man ? Ahd 
verted into » sort of apprubaiinn of the if such an opinion do exist, is it not un¬ 
crime ? Ought we not to discharge one of founded, and ought it not at once to be 
our best duti^^tbe. iduty of preventing, eradicated ? The judges are the ministers, 
in times of t4|P|aiUity, any excesses into not the makers of your ia« s ; and they 
which the blindness of ignorance or the have no cause lo complain, unless it is 
impetuosity of rage, may be hurried in that you comf^el them to be the organs of 
times oi convulsion ? 1 am much rois*aken pronouncing a sentence which you cannot 
if there is any member of this House more execute, and which, if it were to be exe- 
averse than myself to hasty innovation, I cuted, would be a greater torture f^an it 
have long been deeply impressed with the now is to them to utter. I wish to de- 
conviction, which can never be too often prive them 6f this sad necessity, and that 
repeated, *' that to innovate is not to re- they and all of us may trust to the discre- 
formbut when the Way is clear before tion of the law rather than to the diacre- 
us, when no possible evil can result, ought tion of the executioner. I most heartily 
we not to avail ourselves of every oppor- apfirove of the Bill; 1 most anxiously sop- 
tunity to assist the progress of humanity ? port it, and shall most consciantiously vote 
—are we to be deterred by idle fears, and for it. 

to be intimidated by empty sounds ? Sr Williatn Garroio (fhihcitor General). 
What evil can result from erasing a law Tha Bill having been mubh improved in 
which you cannot and ought not to exe- the Committee, I confad have wished that 
cute ? 1 ask, what evil can result from the this motion had mH; been pressed upon the 
erasure of such a law ? 1 ask, whether House, as by nostpieftiemeiir we might have 
such an innovation is not to reform f been better able to determine whether the 
My learned and hon. friend) to whom pri^osed alteration of the law was likely 
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t»*C 0 OtriiMit*lMi the welfare of the couBtry; 
but celled anon thus liasiiiy to decide. I 
can bsireeiOKer in suppertmii' our aocietit 
law. 1 can have no beaitatioa in sup¬ 
porting the amendment n^atie by the boo. 
OMt learned gentleman, who has moved 
that the report be received on a distant 

<»y. 

In the few observations which it is tnv 
intention to submtl to the House. I vriil 
consider the Bill. Ist. ns it stood before it 
was committed; and 2diy, as it has been 
altered in the Committee. When the Bill 
went into the Committee we were called 
upon to sanction, what 1 am certain this 
Hoom will never approve, an alteration ol 
the haw. by which a lesspumahmeut would 
have been inflicted for higli treason than 
for many inferior crimes far less calculated 
to disturb the tranquillity of society. J 
can scarcely codccito any greater evd 
than such am expedient,*—an evil by which 
in cooimon minds, the gradations of ini¬ 
quity will be ''onfounded, and vice ex¬ 
cited to the commission of great crimes, by 
oof not distinguishing them from less 
atrocious oflonces.—To preserve this dis¬ 
tinction, this country and all civilized 
nations have in all times marked diflerent 
crimes with diflerent signs of reproach 
and disgrace. Upon the murder of a 
subject, the rights of sepulture are with¬ 
held from the murderer, and bis body is 
exposed either by being hung in chains 
or by beibg diaiected and anatomized. 
In the case of suicide, if the jury deter¬ 
mine it was felonious, the offender is buried 
in the public road, and a stake is driven 
through his body.—In the case of high 
treason, the prisoner is entitled to a copy 
of his indictment and a copy of the pannel 
of jurors. He has the same compulsive 
process to bring in his witnesses for him 
as can be used to compel the attendances 
of witnesses against him, and he has a 
privilege extended to no other felony,— 
he may be heard by his counsel in h'ls 
defence. These precautions been 
granted to prevent an obscure individual 
from being oppressed by power. But if, 
after all these indulgsuices, he is convicted, 
ought not authority to be protected from 
the violence of the subject ? Can govera- 
mcEit exist without soch proiecUoii ? 
Ought a greater disgrace to baatipefaedto 
the murder of the meanest sutyeot than to 
die murder of a virtuous king? Are the 
safeguards, are the an«^ent landmarks, the 
,^lwarlu of the constitution, thus bastily to 
Mkremoved f 
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The question now before the House is 
not, it must be remembered, whether we 
are to mahe a new law, but whether we 
are to repeal an old law i—questions which, 
whatever be their apparent resemblance, 
are in reality totally different. If 1 were 
to be asked whether, if a law were now 
for the first time to be enacted to fix the 
punishment of high treason, I should con¬ 
sent to a law declaring that the offender 
" be dragged to the gallows; that he be 
hanged by the neck and then cut liown 
alive; that his entrails betaken out and 
burned while heis yet alive; and that his 
liody be divided into four parts;" if ii be 
necessary for me to inform any honoura¬ 
ble and learned gentleman, 1 am sure it is 
not necessary fur roe to say to any of roy 
irieuds, that 1 am one of the la&t men ex¬ 
isting to sanction such a sentence. Bui 
dues It therefore follow that I should con¬ 
sent to alter the law which has been esta¬ 
blished for centuries? (Hear! hear! fiom 
the opposition.)—! am pleased at these 
sounds which ardio joy folly vocileraled ; 
I am well awarc-of the concessiuiis which 
1 appear to be making, and the gentlemen 
are fully welcome to all their fancied ad¬ 
vantages.—I repeat (Hear! hear!) not¬ 
withstanding these exclamations, 1 repeal. 
" Does it therefore follow that! should con¬ 
sent to alter the law which has been esta¬ 
blished fur centuries, and which is nut at¬ 
tended with any practical evil?*' for 1 ant 
sure that in this House no general infer¬ 
ence will be deduced from the solitary 
instance so triuropbanily cited of the exe¬ 
cution of Townly. I am not disposed to 
deny it.—It is posyble tlmt the execu¬ 
tioner might have cot hii[||||own a .short 
time before he expired, aflrit is possible 
that he did not handle him with great ten¬ 
derness or strike him so as to procure in¬ 
stant death. But are we to legislate from 
this iosulated instance? and that it is only 
a solitary instance I may with safely in¬ 
fer by the non-production of any other ac¬ 
count from the various executions, and 
from the eagerness with which 1 make no 
doubt these accounts have, for these hu¬ 
mane Bills, been most industriously ex¬ 
plored. It has been truly said that the 
beneficial effocta of this law may be dis¬ 
covered in its salutary operation by terror; 
and, if any gentleman doubt this, it may 
be some satisfacticm to him to kxiow that 
fbe very itot offender upon whom this 
sentence was pronoumced. I mean colonel 
Despard, declared that the exposure of his 
dead body was to tdm more distrewing 
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tbm thesentenre of death itself. When f i extended to biw; and hie hedJlviBitead 
state that this law operates beneficially of beiffg matllated. teas restored to Itii rc> 
by terror, I mnst not be told, as the House iations. .What wai the conseqaence 
was told A few nights since, by an extract was carried with great pamp and deposited 
from some book ot travels, that this is the in the (athederal nf St. Pa«rs. A digni* 
common pretext of lawyers and jodges in tary of the chnrch, who accidentally bup- 
evrry p trt of the globe. Nor can 1 pa> pened to pass the hearse^ supposing it to 
tiently hear such aspersions upon the pro- be the last mark of respect shown by the 
fession. 1 must not be told that lawyers lovers of virtue to departed merits stopped 
and judges have always been foreotosl to and instinctively pulled oSt‘ bis hat till thw 
resist such humane bills as these which funeral passed on; to his great surpriaa fife 
haie been so repeatedly and unsuccess* was informed that it was the fuuerat 
fully submitted to parUament by my bon. colonel Despard, who had that niomiaff 
and learned friend. 1 must not be told been execated as a traitor to his King and 
tint 'f. Ill the conscientious discharge of country. 

my duty. I vote against these very humane Such was the nature of the Bill as it 
measures, I dm influenced by motives less went into the Committee. It certainly has 
pore than the very pure motives o^he been much improved j but it still appears 
Very enlightened mover of these Imlls, to me to be so objectionable that 1 must 
to w horn the country is so much indebted; vote for the amendment, and, that I may 
nor shall I be hurt by being involved in avoid the censure upon my silence in the 
the same liberal censure which supposes H last debate, I have tbougbt it right not to 
to be impossible that even the bishops can give a silent vote upon this occasion, 
be actuated by pure motives because they Mr. Pansoaby. —i have listened with all 
happen to differ from the very enlightened the attention which 1 have been able to 
mover of these Bills, and refuse to sane- command, to the speech of the hon. and 
tion these innovationc. I know myself too learned gentleman who has just sat down* 
well to be thus deterred. (Hear! bear!) allbougb it appears to me to be a speech 
You may cheer, gentlemen. 1 am aware not upon the question now before us, but 
of my concessions:—I give you all the upon some question which ilie bon. gen* 
advantages which you can make of my im> tleinau, unless 1 am much raistakeo, 
prudence. thought, before he entered the House, 

But to return from this digression.—If would have been the subject of the night's 
the sentence had onginallv been diflerant; discussion. The alteration m the com* 
if It had been the sentence now pioposed, mittee unfortunately rendered it inapph- 
1 should have willingly con('urii*d in its cable. But as it would have been a very 
contiHUdncb or adoption. (Hi a ! hear!) proper speech in some former stage of the 
I tell yuo, geniiemm, you are very we)* Bill, we are indebted to the learned gen* 
come to ail these adaautagea; bu. 1 will tieman for bis kind determination that the 
not consent t# innovate merely because result of so much thought should not be 
the law has a bad sound, and in its bar* lost, replete as itwas wiiti commendations 
muny does not please niy honouiabie and of the excellencies of our penal law, and 
learned friend. It was said by the bon. of the pure motives by which the hon. 
gentlematt who spoke last, that the con* gent, is actuated. I cannot think that 
linaalion of this law left the infliction of there was any necessity for such an eulo* 
the punishment to the discretion of the gium upon mci its ot which we now must 
executioner: but this is certainly a mis* all be deeply impressed; as upon this 
take; for in cases of this importonce the night, and upon every former occaMon, 
punishment is not inflicted, at in ordinsry when we have been so fortunate as to hear 
rases, by the common vulgar executioner, the learned gentleman, we have bad the 
but a proper person is selected, and the most satisfactory proof ot Ins pure and 
executions are so numerously attended noble dispo8ition,—proof by which the 
that there can be but little reason to dread most credulous must be confirmed and the 
any improper exercise ot power, even if most sceptical must by the best evidence 
such power were intrusted to this officer, be c(»iviuced***4he evidence oi the hon. 
But the fact is, the sentence is never car* and learned gentleman's own rommeiida* 
fled into effect. In colonel Despard’s case tiohs of bia own virtue8.**-( Universal 
the King, if his Majesty had thought proper, laugh.^ < 

might have fixed liis quarters upon the Amidst these eulogies upon the penal 
four gates of the city. But lenity was law of England, we have been informed 
VoIh XXVIU, Appendix. U3 
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that thit wntmce is one of the safeguards 
of the cOostltution! To throw the boweU 
of an offiftader into his face, one of the 
safeguards of the British constitution! ! 
It is rather extraordinary that this disco* 
very has bitiierio escaped the notice of 
the numerous authors and critics upon the 
cucccllencies of a system which is the 
pride of our country and the admiration of, 
the world. I think 1 cannot be supposed , 
debirons to remove any of the safeguards | 
of the British constitution; but I ought to 
confess that until I this night heard of this 
discovery,! was so much tn ignorance—•! 
saw so darkly—as to suppose that a pro¬ 
posal to remove this hulwaik would in this 
House, and m the'^e enlightened times, 
have ^en received with an universal joy- 
ftii acclamation. I should have thought 
that in the nineteenth century a British 
House of Commons would unanimously 
have said, If it be ti ue that by one of 
our laws a criminal may be cot down 
alive and tortured, this law ought to be 
abolished.** But- J, to my sorrow, am mis¬ 
taken, and it has become necessary to exa¬ 
mine what have been adduced as reasons 
for its continuance. 

These reasons, unless some escape me, 
are, the removal of anciant landmaiks; 
the salutary operation of terror; and the 
impropriety of altering a law beiause it is 
a law. 1 think I do nut omit any of the 
topics which have been urged by the huii. 
gentleman. 

The faon. gentleman implores us not 
hastily to remove this landmark,—this 
DToteetion derived from our ancestors. 
Without any indinatTon to diminish the 
merit due to our ancestors; with a stiong 
recollection of the noble stands which 
they have made to secure the blessings 
which we now enjoy from their manly 
exertions, and with a proud remembrance 
of their lofty spirits,—I will, without an^ 
disparagement, venture to a&k the learned 
and hoo.'gentleman, whether be serionsty 
supposes that our ancestors 800 years 
ago possessed all the knowledge that is 
now difi'used amoD^t us f Does he 
think that knowledge is not progressive; 
or does the honourable geniteman think 
that rude and martial times were more 
favourable to legislation than the lei¬ 
sure with which the civilized world now 
abounds ? Is the bon. gentjeinao onmind- 
iut of the art of printing 1 of the traversed 
bosom of the ocean aAd of the world i of 
the excellent monuments of our authors, 
which as so many lights shine before us ^ 
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—or ddei be forget the inseparable pro¬ 
perty (bat attenmi time itself, which is, 
ever kOore and more to disclose truth ? f 
hope the hon. ‘gentleman will pardon me 
for saying that we cannot better manifest 
our respect for our ancestors than by en¬ 
deavouring to improve upon the founda¬ 
tion which they have laid. I am sure the 
hon. gentleman cannot wish to preclude 
our surceuors 8(X) years hence from all 
the information which they will derive 
through this lohg interval. 

The efficacy of this law—I ought to say 
of this bulwark of the constitution—con¬ 
sists, we are told, in its operation by terror, 
and that the eflbct of this operation was 
evinced upon the trial of colooei Despard. 
As to the operation of terror, I trust that 
the nouse will not be misled by this com¬ 
mon pretence which has in all ages been 
adduced in support of severity a plea 
which on a former evening was most aptly 
exposed by roy hon. and learned fiiend 
in an extract from the work of a celebrated 
traveller, that seems to liave given so 
much offince to the hon. gentlemen; hut 
which, notwithstanding his prohibition, 1 
hope, as a member of parliament, I may be 
permitted to repeat. It is in Barrow*s 
Travels in Africa, where, speaking of the 
Cape of Good Hope, he says: “ Few die 
by the hands of justice. In the last eight 
years 110 have bi'cu sentenced to death ; 
38 of whom were publicly executed, and 
those were chiefly slaves: the rest were 
condemned to labour during life at the 
public work.s. The confession of a crime, 
where slrpng and concurring testimony 
could not be produced, was sometimes 
extorud by the torture ; and biealcmg on 
the wheel was a capital punishment. 
These were said to be seldom put in prac¬ 
tice ; yet at the time they were abolished 
by order of his Majesty, the court of jus¬ 
tice urged the necessity of their roiUiiiii- 
ance, as proper engines of terror for pre¬ 
venting the commission of capital crimes, 
which they thought simple strangling 
with a cord would be iusuflicient to effect. 
Contrary, however, to the opinion of the 
court of justice, there bav*.- been fewer 
execHtions since the abolition of the rack 
and torture than had taken place in an 
equal period for mmiy years before; so 
much so indeed, that one of tbe public 
executioners made an application for h 
pension in lieu of the emoluments he used 
to receive for the breaking of legs and 
arfes.**—This passage, so oflFensjve to the 
hon. geoUeman, is stated to hate been 
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cited by my bon. and learned frtend, for 
the purpose of aspeiwng the rbsracter of 
his profession^—for the put pose of stigma* 
tiAing the diilereiit members of the law 
and the magistrates, so justly distinguished 
for their upright and merciful adminietrg* 
tion of justice. Without murmuring at 
* this sensibility of the bon. gentleman thus 
alive to the possibility oi imputations, 1 
ask whnt authority he has to make surh an 
assertion ^ 1 ask yrhstber he foigets the 
whole proiessiuiial life of iny hun. and 
excellent friend ? 

Si I W. 6’arrou?.—It was so taken out of 
doors. 

Mr. PoiMott^.—TheB why mention 
such idle reports in this House ? Could 
any m in, whose xe.d did not iiifluenre the 
plain dictates of his undeistanding, for an 
iiiktant sii)ipose that my Karned and hon, 
^fiieiid was dispostd to vilify a piofessionui 
which, with so' much honour and distino 
tion to himself, tie has passed the whole 
ui his iaboiious and virtuous hfe^ Who 
could suppose that he of all men would 
rise in his place in this Huuse to wound 
the many friends who are so forluiiaii 
to live with him in habits of niiiiiia<y^ 
Docs the hon. gentleman rc.div suppose 
that he has a more deep leeUiig lb n my 
hon. fiiend,—a more clear insight into tb>' 
extent of knowledge, the great ability, 
the spirit of mdependeiue, the libuelity 
orsfiitimoiit, and the onsullied integiity 
of the bai and of the bench ?—I am suie 
theie cannot be two men in the country 
who entertain such <iii opinion. My hon. 
and teamed fiiend well knows the viitucs 
of his profession; and 1 hope the hon. 
gentiusnan now new in otfice wilt pardon 
me for reminding him, that power has a 
teudtncy to shape the possessor; that it 
has always been supposed desirous to go* 
vern by terror ra*her than per.uision: 
that authority has ever been unwilling to 
assign any other reason than iti. own will; 
and that it would rather maintain the most 
equitable claims by violence and penalties 
than descend from the dignity of com¬ 
mand to dispute and expostulation. Let 
me remind him that these sentiments ill 
become the sanctity of a deliberative as¬ 
sembly, endeavouring, by public wisdom, 
sllfcerely and calmly to study public hap¬ 
piness. With respect to the instance »d 
dueed by the bon. gentleman from the 
punishment of colonel Despard, I sHull 
content myself with saying, that I have 
endeavoured, but in vain, to discover the 
propriety of Uie learned god horn gentlu- 


man's iHustration, as colonel Desffard, in* 
steed of having been deteired, committed 
and was executed for the very crime from 
which this punishment is supposed to have 
Intinfidated him. 

The bon. and learned gentleman has 
said, that if he were to legislate de nooO, 
he, of all men existing, could be least sus¬ 
pected of a disposition to sanction such a 
law. He has triumpbanlly, and with a 
laudable consciousness of his own kind 
dispositions, exclaimed,—'* 1 wonJd be 
the last to intioduce such a law." Why, 
then, let me ask, is hetiie first to continue 
it f Does be suppose that there is any dui^* 
attached to the high office which he filitf, 
by which his duly as a legislator shUuld 
be warped ? Does he suppose that it is in- 
< umbent upon him to support obnoxious 
iawsf Would not this reason have Ixen 
in all ages, and would n not now be ap¬ 
plicable to any law,fiowf‘vei*of)jectionable, 
which may disgrace our statute book ? I 
base now before me the statute * de 
limictKo comhurendo.* Wnen, in the 
icign of Oharles the second, it was pro¬ 
posed to abolish this mercihss law, which 
originated in superstition and was dic¬ 
tated by Ignorance of legislation, did the 
Solicitor General of those tunes exclaim, 
** You are removing one of the bulwarks 
oi the constitution: 1 indeed should be 
one of the last to introduce such a horrid 
law; but I am proud to be the frrst to 
('onlinue it if wc were now under the 
sad necessity of pr(i|mB>t>^ abolish 
tortuie, to destroy the rack and the wheel, 
nr any of those savage expedients by 
which unenlightened men intrusted wtui 
power have ever imagined that they could 
restrain human actions, would the hon. 
and learned geiiticms’i appear in hia 
place and say—" You are removing one 
ol the bulwailts of the coiisiitution ’ J in¬ 
deed should be one ul the last to intro¬ 
duce such hoind Jaws; but, finding them 
on our statute book, and sanctioned by 
our ancesiois, 1 will not consent to their 
alteration 1 cannot think he would ap¬ 
pear in this character. He would then 
he ainengst the foremost to proclaim, that 
cruelty in the law has a tendency to pro¬ 
duce cruelty in the people; that hai-li 
goveinmenis have ever been noted for 
barbarity in tbs subjects. He would ro- 
tqlhd us that the atfocitiei'Which, to the 
debasement nf hfnnah nature, disgraced 
the French ftevddilion, could not have 
existed in all thmr horrid forms, if the 
wheal hM Mver been seen, if the torture. 
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tbe rack, ai^ tbe Cries of iko nuO’erers had 
neirec been heard la that coonU}\ Let 
iQe apsunetbe hon. and Icarowl geiitlenian, 
that the qsutstiut) now before us does not 
dUIer from these inquiries respecting the 
writ • 4 ^ bierettco comburendo,' or tlicijse 
ettgines of torment which, by Uie progreu 
of human knowledge, have long since 
beeu (lestioyed. Let me assure bim that 
whatever may be the purity of his mo* 
lives, he would sfand higher in the opt* 
tiioa^OifbU country, if,instead ol thwarting | 
and oppouHg these measures proposed by 
iny bou. and ,learned friend, he came 
forward wHh alacrity to second and sup* 
port them* 

That the learned goatlemao's observa* ; 
UoQt might be introduced to the House, 
his speech was divided into two parts,— 
the one applicable to the Bill as it went 
into the Committee ; the other applicable 
to the Bill w it was altered by the Com* 
mittee, and as it is now before us. As 
these alterations seem not to have been 
anticipated, the observations of the learned 
gentleman bare been few. The objec* 
tionable part, be says, has been removed 
in the Committee, but be cannot relinqeisb 
a law which has snob a salutary operation 
by terror. This is his plea for clinging to 
the sentence, and he admits that the only 
instance which be can adduce to warrant 
ttusaUacbment is Uie inapplicable inirfiance 
of colonel Despard. 

Sir W. jQarrets.—I do not admit, be* 
eavse I have cited bat one instance, that 
only one instance can be /found. The 
terror, by acting in the infancy of guilt, 
when innocence is first expoted ‘10 tempta* 
ition, may deter thousands. 

Mr. l*<monbjf.-^BaiX$ot isayasnoother 
instance is adduced, 1 with the learned 
gentleman may infer that no other instance 
exists; and with him, in his prayer that 
no blame may he attached to those who 
contend for ancient privileges, I shall ooti* 
elude by asking, that no blame may be 
attached to those who think that this pri* 
vilege jof emboweliing alive ought to be 
Mmlistied. 

Mr. batkura,r-l MU sure the hon.igen- 
tjpman who has jiRft sat down cannot se* 
nopsly contend, because my bon. and 
learnt friend Solicitor General baa 
cited but one instance to prove the fcfifect 
of ternor ii|.d<it^<'ing from this oifi«ncC, 
that it has not any general operation hs 
preventing the commt|sion of tb» crime i 
and i cannot think it consistent either whh 
bis liberality or JHUUe of^aitke to cell 
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upon ray hon. friend to adduce other in* 
stances, or abandon bis conclusion that 
tbc punishment is beneficial. It cannot 
be necessary £t>r me to remind the hon. 
gentleman thgt crUitM/are with most effi¬ 
cacy prevented in ibeitanfancy i that, by 
associating terror witli .criminal Bciions, 
youth may shrink even from criminal > 
thought. To call for instances of the ope* 
ration of terror, is to call upon my friend 
to trace the recesses of guilt and explain 
how infancy recoijs fromjhe thought ot 
crime, and how, barring all aide pre* 
tences, it resolutely perseveres in the 
path of viiiue.i That hanging a murderer 
in chains and exposing bis body to ihe 
parching wiods has had a great effect 
in preventing this crime is indisputable; 
not indeed by its immediate rfiect upon 
hardened iniquity, but by preserving 
through thecomniunity a holy indignation^ 
against this horrid ofience. Is it reaiona** 
ble to conclude that it has not this i fleet 
because instances of its immediate action 
cannot be adduced } Or is it not more 
reasonable from,the production of one in* 
stance, to infer the importance of its secret 
and unobserved influonce^ The hon. gen* 
tleman has. with great apparent satiate* 
tion, asserted that this sentence, which the 
House is now called upon to abolish, has 
not been recommended by any critic or 
author as one of the safeguards of the con¬ 
stitution. This in words may be true: 
bat in fact and consistent with ak the 
theorists of our own consUtuimn it is radi¬ 
cally erroueous. For 1 put it to the 
learned gentleman, whether tlie protection 
of the throne, whether the difficulty of 
committing treason, is pot of tlie utmost 
importance to the constitntion ? And 1 ask ' 
bim whether this puiusbment, which he » 
so anxious to abolish, has not been intro¬ 
duced and considered of great moment in 
preventing high treason T The question 
before us is extremely simpleare we to 
erase a law from our statute book, which, 
to say the least, may by terror prevent 
the commission of the most enormous 
criutoi ond where its operation is limited 
to terror, as the ssmtence is not carried into 
execution I I have no hesitation in saying 
that 1 prefer the possibility of this prac¬ 
tical good to Jtfae speculation and ttoovy 
which mtay be attended with practical 
evil. 1 therefore shall vote lor ihe amenli- 
mant* 

General 1 run M'an Irishman 

to repel Ikjtuiffication oC this punishment 
Aoift the Mhellian which was afisw even- 



cvj on tkt /or High Ti-eason. A>rMLSt 18|S» 


inesainrc ^aid by ihe 4>]t'meinh(!rorCara* 
bridu^ to hare diatrra 'cd —(A cry 

of oi'der,-~as it was not pariiaHMuiary to 
refer to a former debate, aod particularly 
vpon a refe/eilco <of ^bi*i nnure.) 

Thr Speaker Mid it wa4 not in ordar, 
and general Maiheer eat dotrn. 

* tpieation being loudly called for, 

Sir $. ftoini%e>*AUhoagh in my hum¬ 
ble efi‘,rti to improve the penal law I baVe, 
bilherto, uniformly experienced oppoai* 
Uon, 1 cannot but con^|pt that J feet some 
disappointment and mneh mortification at 
the resistance to the BUI‘how before us. I 
bad flattered myaeif ittkt at least in this 
instance I should have sdcumd your una¬ 
nimous concurrence, f certainly did not 
foresee that in an Engliah Honse of Com¬ 
mons in the 19tb century, one voice would 
have been beard in defence of a Ian which 
requires the tearing out of the heart and 
bowels from the body ot a human being 
while he is yet alive and burning them in 
his sight ; and least of all did 1 anticipate 
that such barbarity would have been sup¬ 
ported by any member of the profession 
in which 1 have the honour to be engaged, 
The lion, and learned Solicitor General, 
wbo entered this House with a speech 
rendered inapplioabie by the alteration of 
the Bill in the Committee, has favoured Us 
with the result of his reflections, and has 
opposed the whole Bill, although he ad¬ 
mits that only a part is objecti mable, be¬ 
cause he IS convinced of the salutary ope¬ 
ration of terror and is averse ftom change. 

Upon the subject of terror so much has 
already beeif said, that I shallb content 
mysell with repeating the common an- 
awer to this objection :<w>I shall content 
' myself with saying, that it has in all times 
been adduced by power as a reason for 
giving a permanent efficacy to the im¬ 
petuous enactments of ambition, avarice, 
or revenge. If authority, instead of con¬ 
sidering Its own will as the standard of 
right, would deign to look back and profit 
by the experience of past ages; if it- 
would stay fmr a moment to reflect upon 
the miseries which have in vain been in¬ 
flicted by man upon man; if it wonid en¬ 
quire what good lias resulted fioro burn¬ 
ing, from impaling alive, from the rack; 
from the wheel, from tearing limb from 
limb, less reliance would be placed upon 
these supposed beneficial effects of terror. 
If terror could have prevmrted crime, 
crime would have long since ceased to 
exist, and am may now soon be extermi- 
uted from tj^ mirid, fm, as human a«- 


tioD M prevented by checks and produce# 
by motives, a system of penal lauts in 
which great punish menu are tbrektened 
for small crimes mast inevitably produce 
this happy consequence. The honour¬ 
able solicitor, unless restfoined by his 
aversion from change, may form a code 
by which, the ponisbments varying in¬ 
versely as the crime, guiit roust soon dis¬ 
appear.—! am fearful, however, that not- 
wmstanding these imaginary operations 
of terror, the beneficial resulu upon which 
the bon. gentleman may caieniatd' tvill 
not be realized. Experience tells os that 
crimes will exist; and if the honourable 
Solicitor will attend to her voice, if he 
will not despise the homely appearance 
of truth because it is to be found in a bo^ 
of travels, be may learn from tbo passage 
which I Cited on a former occasion, and 
whicb has this evening been repeated by 
my hon. friend (Mr. Ponsonby), that er¬ 
roneous estimates of the effects of severity 
are not peculiar to this island. He will 
learn that the lawyers and judges at the 
Caps, attached as they were to the sup¬ 
posed advantages produced by the terror 
of tbeirengines of torture, have discovera# 
the well.founded interposition of bis Majes¬ 
ty, and contrary to the.ir expectations, have 
seen that a relaxation of severity has been 
attended with a diminution of crime. How, 
in mentioning this fact, the honourable 
and learned Solicitor General could ven¬ 
ture to assert 4faat it was ipy wish to im¬ 
pute improper motives thUtty^’person, and 
pai ticolarly to members of my own prb- 
fession, I am at a loss to conjeeture. It 
would indeed be strange if 1 should forget 
the kindness which 1 have witnessed dur¬ 
ing the whole of ^my professional lifej or 
that 1 should have been so injudicious ai 
to have chosen this time for such asper¬ 
sions, when, 16 assist in bringing in these 
Bills, I have selected one of my own pro¬ 
fession from the many friends by whom I 
am now surrounded. It would indeed be 
extoaordinary if I could be unconsciuiia 
of their steady support, if I could dtsre* 
gard the strenuous exertions either of my 
right hon. friend wbo once filled the high¬ 
est judicial situation in Ireland (Mr. Pon¬ 
sonby}, or of a noble friend in the upper 
House, who once filled the same high 
office in this country (lord Erskine).—Or 
does the bon. Solicitor GHiqteral imagine 
that I, of all men, haVe forgotten the nerv¬ 
ous and argumeiaialive eloquence /of a 
right hon. gentfotoan, for whute loss to 
this House were can be but one feeling 
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of regret, «n4 t«Hho dow presides, with so 
■luch honour to himwlf, and such adran* 
tage to his cuoiUry, in one of the highest 
judicial sitoations in England (sir W. 
Grant}? If the hon. soIiHtor general bad 
been a member of this House when that 
right hon. gentleman declared his senti< 
nients with regard to these supposed ope¬ 
rations of terror, he would have heard the 
judgment of a powerful mind accustomed 
in reflect upon the principles of human 
nature—'he would have heard that “ it is 
not by terror, but by exciting in the com¬ 
munity a sentiment of horror against any 
particular act, that we can hope to deter 
offenders from committing it; and ai« 
though threat may tend to inciease the 
horror when it is in conformity with pub¬ 
lic sentiment, yet when it is in opposition 
to such sentimi’iit it may have an oppo¬ 
site tendency/’ he might have heard,the 
unansweiable question—"It intimidation 
will prevent crime, why should not the 
terror of death'attend the most trifling 
offences ? Why ‘■top at the terror of death 
for any ofleoce r" As a justification for 
these chfu’ges, the hon. solicitor has stated 
that this is the impression produced upon 
the public mind by the newspapers, which 
also contain expressions of dissatisfaction 
at the votes given by five bishops against 
the alteration of the law that awards the 
punishment of death fur pilfering to the 
amount of, five shillings from a simp. 
Does the bon. ^eniieman think that I am 
to be answdrahte fur sucb newspaper re¬ 
ports? 1 ssvr, indeed,'the paragraph re¬ 
specting tbe five Im 'hops ; and whatever 
hurprise may have been felt by the person 
who thought proper to communicate this 
fitbt to the public, I saw without any asto- 
nisbmem that the punishment of death for 
jtrtvji^Iy stealing to the amount of five 
sliillings bad been sanctioned by the sup¬ 
port of five* prelates, because upon a 
formhr occasion I recollect that the pu¬ 
nishment of death for this eflence was an- 
roved and supported by seven of toe 
rnrh of bishops, amongst whom, if 1 mis¬ 
take not, there was an archbishop. The 
Statement that it was my intention to re¬ 
flect upon my profession I hive never 
ietm; iHit from the declaration of the 
honoorable gentleman, X take for granted 
that il eviats. X hope, tberefiwe, that the 
Hense wfli iMd think I ant guilty of any 
improper COMCicensieit, wiwn, fdr the aao 
fisfection of ike honourable gentiemam, I 
declare that these poblicatiom did not 
directly or indirectly flow frooi me. 
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The hon. member who has proposed 
thafthis BiU be read this day six months, 
(Mr, FrankUud} in commendation of the 
terror supposed to be excited by this law, 
has stated that in England the infliction ot 
pain upon the uilender is avoided^ and 
onr sentence, without pruductng sufleiing 
in the criminal, is calculated to excite * 
disgust agtinst the crime, iikipposing the 
executioner, in the exercise of hts discre¬ 
tion, to disobey the sentence enacted by 
the law and prm||Hineed by the judge, 
and that these ba^rities aie nut exhibited 
until after the deaidi of the oiTendei, ho, 
indeed, and his family have only to roiii- 
plain that their minds were tortured, that 
lie suffeied to bis ld<it moment with the 
prospect of the agonies which he was to 
endure,—but has not society just cause of 
complaint ? Is it not of the very essence 
of this putiishineitt that the spectators 
should suppose that the sufloier is alive? 
and must not this thought have an in¬ 
evitable tendency to coriupt and haiilcn 
their hearts ? Is there a father in this as¬ 
sembly who would wish his child to be 
present at such a sad scene ? 

The hon. Solicitor General has slated, 
that if it wei e now fur the first time pro¬ 
posed to adopt this law, hii would be the 
last consent by which such a cruel sen¬ 
tence should be enacted ; but finding i( 
to lie a law, he, because he is an enemy 
to change, will resist any alteration. lie 
will stand upon the old wa>s; he will 
tenaciously adhere to precedents without 
exploring principles, and to judicial eu- 
actnients without regarding their practical 
and acknowledged effects; he will be a 
deliberate and inflexible supporter of the 
maxim cited a few nights since by a 
learned serjeant (Mr. Serjeant Best) whom 
I do not now see in bis place, •• Nolumus 
leges AnglisB mutari,'’*—Let ns not mis- 
lesm ourselves by trite and sonorous pro¬ 
verbs, Attachment to existing customs 
may perhaps in general be traced to an 
opinion of right, with a concomitant but 
iadistinot feeling of utility, and in many 
oases it may be of the utmost importance 
to the wel)*beipg,ofsociety. 1, therefore, 
Cannot but tipprove tlikk^holy fear which 
suspects danger and fiifi'esees the possi¬ 
bility of mischief in approaching innova¬ 
tion* In this I entirely concur with the 
hon. geniteiiiBo. But does he oonmod 
that we ariMot under any circumstances 
Mmit any change?—Doe* forget 

that ahhettgh novelty, es such, ought to 
be tigatded with suspictoo, it ought not 
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therefore, without qualiBcation and tj^en 
without inquiry to be rejected ?—]Does be 
forget that the Very ground opon which 
we arc instiucted to make a ctand upon 
the oid way, i«, that we may look about 
and discover what it the straight and right 
^way, and having discovered, that we may 
* walk therein? The bon. gentlemen will 
pardon me, in my turn, fur reminding 
them of the celebrated aphorism, that a 
froward retention of is more baste* 

fu] than innovation HwH they who re* 
verence too much oitoKnes are not of 
most service to the new.*^* With respect 
to the maxim cited byihe learned «er* 
jeant, “ Nolumus leges Angltm mutari,’' 
as I cannot supposts that the learned ser* 
jeant has forgotten the occasion upon 
which It was used, i have great difficulty 
in diseovering the propriety of its appli* 
cation to the Bills now before the House. 
It can scarcely be necessarj'' for roe to 
lemind him, that in the disputes bi- 
tweeti the civil and ecclesiastical courts 
respecting the legitimacy and illegitimary 
of children born before marriage, in which 
the common and canon laws diller, the 
prelates were rtesiroos that the municipal 
law might be rendered conforinable to the 
canon law:—it was then that the me* 
moiable reply was made by the nobility, 
“ Nolumus leges Anglise mutari/’—But 
does till li anted serjeaut think that the 
lepjy made upon tliat occasion by the 
batons ought opon this occasion to be 
made by him? or is he so desiinas to gene¬ 
ralize, Us to tjiink that it is a maKim by 
whic b atl legislation is to be regulated, or 
he will paidonme for adding, annihilated? 
It this doctrine wete to uievail to the ex* 
tent to which the leaineo serjeaut and the 
learned SuliCitor*(^enera] seem desiious to 
extend it, uur laws would, like those of 
some eastern nations of which we read, 
be immutable,—nations who were subject 
to monarchs whose will was law, and 
whose laws, m direct contradiction to this 
supposed property bf immutability, were 
as changeable and oppressive as the will 
of the lawgivers. Such doctrine would 
be a perpetual and insupmountabW bar to 
all legislative improvement which sociaty 
may anticipate, and, if hitherto pursued, 
would have robbed us of that share of 
happiness which we now enjoys—for, be 
it lemombered, whatever nt;^ is esta* 
blishment. was once innovationthe no* 
merous volumes of remedial statutes which 
have been published during the last three 
centuries ought to be Uirown into a pile 


and burnt, without taking ibeU om by 
one with the chance of finding tdme ^at 
might not require to be punned by the 
flames. If this notable maxim were to be 
interpreted according to the explanation 
of the hon. gentleman, its translation 
would be ** liet us cease to legislate,** anti 
the learned serjeant and hon. solicitor 
ought if Consistent, to return to theif con¬ 
stituents and maofoliy throw op the troM; 
which has been reposed in them. 

But, supposing that this ancient maxlln 
ought to be our guide m these dur deli¬ 
berations, I cannot but express my surprise 
that it ^ould have been cited hy the 
learned serjeant, who, skilled as he is in 
the common law of England, cannot have 
forgotten that this sentence of embowel- 
ling alive is not part of that common law 
to which be is so attached, but is itself an 
innovation. The Irarnod serjeant cannot 
have forgotten the auspirious braioning in 
the reign of Edward of tins wbnlesome se¬ 
verity.* It was first inflictid when tUc 


^ F/om Tracts on warious Subjects in tAe 
Jjm and Histmy of England, by JL 
LudetSfEsq. 1310, p. 14U, 

Tract II. Of theJudgmentmUighTreason. 

There was much latitude and uuoertain- 
ly in ancient times in the punishmeni of 
high treason, as well as in the description 
of the crime. And we find the same to 
have continued long after the settlement 
of our present couslituiion by the Great 
Charter. Both crime and punihhment de¬ 
pended in a great measure ou the king’s 
Will. Bractun treats of the punishment 
in general terms only. In his third chap¬ 
ter, l>e Curonil, the chief subject of which 
IS treason, he writes that the guilty 
" uhimum supidicium sustinebil,cum ptenie 
aggravatione corporalis, et omnium bo- 
norum amissione, et lia^redum spirum 
perpetuk exhmredauone.*’—Ip another 
chapter,treating of punishments in general, 
he dsentions *' ultinmm supplicium, outn 
pcanli graviore et tormentis,’* as one iu 
the catalogue, but without naming the of¬ 
fence it belonged to.* This uUmum sup- 
pHcium was probably no otherwise de¬ 
fined in his time than by these woiJs oi 
the same chapter;—“ Vita vero tt mem¬ 
bra bominum stmt in menhidomiiii regis, 
vel «d tuiMonem vel«d poeeam.” 

The various exupplea related m our his- 
tociea of this pm^, prove that the partt- 

* Chao. 6. of 3rd book, first part, 

H 
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liiSiction WM BOt BHtlioriiaed by common 
law or by statute, and with the aggrava¬ 
tion of falling up'>n an unfortunate and 
captive prince. DavkI prince of Wales 
was the first victim- This unseemly pre- 


cular nitthod of inflicting the loss of life 
and lintb, depended upon the crown. 
Yet Brarton, in bis chapter on the'several 
kinds of punishment, writes: •* Et non 
alio modo punialnr quis quam secundum 
quod se haheat cundemnatio. Ut si> gladio 
anitnadverii debeat in aliquem, tunc non 
iecuri nec lelo nec fustibus vel iaqueo alio 
quove modo.”*' This condemnation per¬ 
haps proceeded in general from the royal 
direction communicated to the judge ; 
because we And great irregularity prac¬ 
tised in the tuethods of executimi. 

Britton, in his chapter on treason, de¬ 
scribes the punishment in the same 
general terms ;—** for high treason, 
to be drawn and suffer death for the 
felony,” Fleta distinguishes the pu¬ 
nishment of h'gh treason from that of 
common felony as requiring ** pociias cum 
morte; altera veto mortem raRt«in.”f 
But in his chapter JOe Crimine falsit, 
treating of the offence of counterfeiting 
the seal, either of the king or other supe¬ 
rior, he assigns to it the punishment of 
drawing and hanging, though he does not 
expressly give it the name of treason. 
Coke and Hale cite no authority for what 
the latter describes as tbe solemn or severe 
judgment, more ancient than Stafford's 
case in the beginning of Henry 7th*8 
reign. 11 

1 shall here confine my observations to 
this solemn judgment, and not go higher 
than the time of Bracton, to trace its 
origin; because his contemporary Mat¬ 
thew Paris, in tbe history of Henry the 
'Sd, has related examples enough for our 
par|:gise. * 

Open and violent robbery seems to have 
been then punished by beheading (which 
Was the common punishment of outlaws), 
and stealing, by tbe gallows but for 
high treason, or ofiCtmees moie immediate¬ 
ly afTecting the orowi), the ordinary pu- 
nishmeut was, to' be drawn to the gaiiows 
and banged. Beheading, in such cases, 
was an extraordinary addition. This 
drawing was performed by tying the cul¬ 
prit's feet to toe horse’s tail, and dragging 


* Chap. 6, p. Wk- t Lib-1, c. 30, ad fin. 
t Lih 1 , aa. II 3 Iitot, 310, and l Hale, 
P. C. Sit). 
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cedent, adopted in the flush and insolence 
of victoiy, then assumed the venerable 
form of law, and fell next upon the un¬ 
daunted Wallace, who nobly died in de¬ 
fence of the liberties of his country :—he 


him along the ground.* After this man-, 
ner they ware frequently taken from the 
court where they received judgment to the 

{ )lace of execution-f Hence we may 
earn, why tbe dj|g|ving is so emphatically 
made part of tbijPpatence. It was one of 
the circumstances which Fleta alludes to 
in his ptenas am morte. To be drawn on 
a sledge or hurdle as now practised, could 
have made little difference to one who was 
going to be banged: but to be dragged 
along the street like a log, must have been 
a kind of torture. 

Tbe Annals ofWaverley relate the pro¬ 
ceedings against some insurgents at Nor¬ 
wich j;, who had been guilty of great ex- 


I * See, 2 Pari. llol. 344, the petition on which 
stat. 35 Edw, 3, st, 3, ch. 4, was made. And 
a circumstantial account of tbe. punishment in 
Annal. Burton, edit. Gale, v, 1, pp. .*{46, 7: 

per pedes proprios cauda* unius equi alliga- 
tur, fire.” 

•| Bro, Abr. Treason, pi. 15, from lab. Ass. 
an. 33, fo. 200, p. 7. In this practice is tlie 
origin of our modem word ‘ reprieve’ to be 
found. It is the French repris. 'Ibc criminal 
who was not dragged off to the gaiiows was 
repris al prison, ileprieved is used in this 
sense as late as the reign of £dw. 6. 8ce 
stat. 1 £dw. 6, c. 7, s. 5. 

t Many pamculars relating to them are to 
be found in our historians under the reign of 
Henry 3, a. n. 1378. It appears tliat tiic 
clergy resisted the right of tire city coroner to 
enquire into the rouraer of some citizens com- ' 
mitted by them and their retainers. Tiiis led 
to a violent dispute; and many people being 
wounded by weapons discharged at tnem from 
the monastery, the citizens were so enraged 
tliat they attacked it and set it on fire, for 
which no less than thirfy young men of the 
city were executed. 

“ Triyetus justiciarius, causa cognita, mul- 
tes dvium ad mortem danmatos suspends 
jubet, et semivivas (proiitorum luitoio apud nos 
suppUdo) dllamamdos. Mulier vero, qua* 
pnatarortisecenabU ignem admovera^ igni- t 
bus absumenda decemtur. Ad monacbos 
quod attinet, Bomam provocante^ non solum 
judidorum laqueis ipsi subt eiapu, sed piimi 
totius mail autbores, titan inde civibus inten- 
tarunt, qus dm agitata." Godwinus de Prse- 
Bulibus, p. 468 . 

“ And tbe King’s justices caused some of 
the offenders (thirty-four in number as the 
old Boll says) to be drawn with horses about 
the streets tiu ^ey died, (Fox,fol, 13); others 
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was the second victira. Well might the 
(earned serje.ant then have exclaimed, 
‘‘ Nulunius leges Ailglise mutari/’ Well 


cesses, and whom the king determined to 
puni^li severely, in these words : " Qtios* 
dam fecit equis trahi, alioS tgne crtmari, 
alius suspend!, cl alios incarcerari.'* This 
was in the year 1'212,* Thirty years fae- 
f'oie there was an execution for piracy and 
banditti robbing by drawing and hanging 
only; to which in onl||of the cases, wnere 
llic charge was aggravated by high trea¬ 
son, were added emboweliing and burning, j 
ijuartering and sending the quarters to tire 
four chief cities.f In 1238, a madman 
who had atlfnipted to kill the king was 
ordcr.-d to be torn asunder by iiorses, 
•iftervvanls beheaded, and his body divided 
in three parts, cneforeachof ilielliruechief 
cities through which they were drawn, to 
he t'xjjO'od on gibbets. There is no trial 
itjeiition.'d': Ut:xjmit. 

The first example I have met with 
of the tsolemn judgment in high trea¬ 
son, was in the case of Davi<i prince 
of Wales in the 11th year of Edward 
1. It has ail the appearances of a novel 
and extraordinary proceeding ; and the 
historians wfould not have dwelt upon it 
5.0 minutely if it had not been so. Fleta 
a contemporary author treats ita.ssucb.(| 
Tliis likewise appciirs in the Annals of 
Wavcricy. There w’as a grand consulta¬ 
tion held (as in modern times in Trance 
foi the torture of Damiens, of physicians, 
and bourreaux), to consider of the punish¬ 
ment of prince David, Not of bourreaux; 
but « In Cori& Regi-J tractatum csi d regni 
potentioribus, quA poena mortis plceli 
debuit, &c.'’ And here, acemding to 
their opinion^ “ (iuaurupi.cis mortis atiju- 
dicatur opprobrlo; vii;,,au caoJasequarum 
per vico-s et plateas.in viila taalopise dis- 
tractus, deindc suspufisus, ac pOsttnodum 
decoilatus, deindc corjiuS exanime in qua- 
taor partes, licet arrphalun, divisutn; cor 
autem cum intestmis combustum.” The 
conclusion of the story is characteristic 

were carried to tlic gallows, and latere hanged, 
di-awn, and quartered, and 'daeir^o^cs after¬ 
wards Durnt." BloinelieW’s K^vich, 8vo. 
vol. 1, p. 55. v-.. i 

Blometield quotes llol. vdli 1. fol. S75.' 
Fabiau, part 7, Ibl, 94- Mat. Farlsf, Uist. 
Angl. fol. 97G-7. Mat. West., dmao 12TJ, 
p. 361. Neville, p. 145. 

* Dale, vok 3, p. 226. . 

t M. Paris, p. 513. "Uegf juhente. 
ilhid. p, 401, ' H’.iib. jl.c. 16. 
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might he then have resisted the encroach¬ 
ments of power upon the aulh‘ori/y of 
common law; .well might he for once 

' of the manners of the limes. They agree 
that Loiulou the principal city shall be 
graced with his head; but Ybric and Win¬ 
chester dispute for the honour of his right 
shoulder, and the latter gains it.* 

Fleta’s description of the punishnaent is 
in these words: ** Quinque jodiciis mor- 
talibus torqueb-atur ; suis namque mentis 
exigeniibqs, detractus, suspensus, decoila¬ 
tus, dismembratus fui( et combustus; 
cujus caput, &c.” 

In the year 1292, Rhees ap Mcredilh^a 
Welsh lord, who hud at first ass^isted Ed¬ 
ward, and afterwards opposed him, w-as 
taken and condemned to death. lie suf¬ 
fered “ piinitionem dnpUcem prodiioris et 
latroiiis ; quia traclus ad caudas equoniiu 
suspendio periil.”-)- The sarot. punish¬ 
ment was inRicted upon some chiefs of the 
W(Ish in 1294.. j; lu the year folloiving,» 
traitor delected in coircspcin b-ace w i.h 
the enemy was hanged, afu r lx ing roKcd 
up in an ox’s hide, and drawn ilirough 
London at horses’ tails. || ; 

Alter the king’s success in ScoUaiid in 
1.3U5, the hero of that nation, sir William 
Wallace, who had nobly defended bis 
country, was taken prisoner and brought 
to London, to be made a terrible cxumple 
of Edward’s vengeance. Matthew of 
Westminster relates iiis exetulion in the 
following words:—“ MoVte crucit l:sdtud 
sed dignissimd coudemnatur. Priom p.er 
plateas Lundini ad caudas equinas tructus. 
usque ad patibulum altiasimum sibi fabrica- 
tuni,qu6 latpieo suspensus; ijostea .scoiivi- 
vusdimissus,<Ieitido abscissis genitalibus et 
e,vi.sceratis inteslinis, ac in igne cremaiis, 
denium ahscisso capitc, ae trunc-a in qua- 
tuor partes seclo, caput palo super poaiem 
Londinpiisem filigitur. (i-jadrifida vtro 
membra ad quatuor partes Scoliae sunt 
transmisfise.”! 

The king’s victory in Scotland .in t'^e 
next year, was atteiicU-d w iiii the like se¬ 
verity upon the prisoners. Some weie 
banged, otber.s beheaded. Thp countess 
of' Buchan, who had placed the crown 
upon Bruce’s head, was exposed at Cer- 
w)[ck,in an iron house ojc.cage, shapt il like 
a crown, but whether puf to death «>i- not 
in that exposure, is .. hot !^id. " Symon 

* Edit. Oale, imd Matt. West. p. 411. 

t Matt. Westm. w. 419. t ibW. p. 4Q». 

[| Ibid. p. 425.' '■ S p- 45f- 
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have found in precedent a direct and I 
aacred plea against the usu^ation of 
cruelty: bot now, in defence of severity, 

autem Freysel proper pluralitatem prodi* 
tionum quas fecerat” (the name and cha* 
racter hare a curious coincidence’ with 
ipoderu history, for it should have been 
written Fraser) *' sic damnatur. A turri 
liOndinensi per viculos et plateas distractus 
Qt proMtor, snspensns eminus quia Itaro, 
troncatus capite ut hamcida, rebxos equu* 
leo par dies viginta, igne quoque finaliter 
eit combiutns.” His bead was fixed by 
Uie side of Wallace's. At the same time 
two attendants upon king Robert who had 
taken part in Comyn's death, and several 
others, among whom was Neal Bruce, 
were drawn, hanged and beheaded.* The 
oarl of Athol, on account of his birth, as 
belonging to the royal family , was brought 
on horseback, instead of being drawn to 
the place of execution, and banged on a 
gallows fifty feet high, then taken down 
alive and beheaded. 

In Edward the second’s reign, a. ii, 1 322, 
the earl of Lancaster’s associates were 
drawn, hanged and quartered; but the 
earl himself was only beheaded for the 
.reason assigned in Athol’s casef. Mor* 
timer’s case in 17 Edward 2, was solemnly 
referred to the judges, lords, and others to 
determine what judgment he ought to 
suffer for divers treasons, •* quel jugement 
le dit Roger de Moi timer avoit deservi, 
solom la ley etrl’asage de nostre roialme,” 
and they upon deliberation resolved that 
he deserved to be drawn and bulged];. 
He had received the same judgment upon 
a former occasion, and badbeqn pardoned. 

The next case worthy of our attention, 
is that of the Spensers in the last year of 
Edward 2, A. D. 1326. Hugh the elder 
,was drawn, hanged, uid beheaded at 
Bristol, and his head sent to Winchester. 
But the son suffered, besides a more severe 
and formal punishment, a long reproachful 
speech of condemnation from the chief 
justice, which concluded with the follow* 
tng sentence Whereas you are found 
a thief, therefore you shall be hanged. 
And whereas you are found a traitor, you 
diall therefore be drawn uid quartered, 
and dispatched about the realm. And 
wher^ you were outlawed by our lord 
the king, and by the common assent, and 
have mtorned to court without wurant, 


• Malt WestBU pp. *65, 6, 8. 
t 3 Tyrrel, 388. | 4 ajm. F. p, 28. 
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he loses sight of common law', and admits, 
in favour of the ages that have passed, the 
very plea of innovation which he lefoses, 

you shall be beheaded. And whereas yon 
abetted and procured discord between our 
lord the king and the queen and others of 
the realm, you shall have your bowels • 
taken out, and then they shall be burnt. 
Withdraw, traitor, vile tyrant, so go take 
your judgment, witked and attainted 
traitor.*” 

From this example, we learn that the 
punishment of high treason affecting the 
crown or public peace of the realm, was 
then understood to be settled in these 
three points; namely, to be drawn, hanged, 
and beheaded or quartered. More than 
these was out of course, although not rare; 
for upon extraordinary occasions or per* 
sons there was usnally something more. 
The Earl of Carlisle in the reign of £dw. 
2, was degraded of his honour of knight¬ 
hood before execution, which was a singu¬ 
lar instance. [Tyrrel, p. 300.] 

The first case 1 have met with, in which 
the king formally remitted pan of the 
disgusting ceremonial of death, is that of 
Edward the 2nd’s indulgence to his cousin 
the earl of Lancaster, on account of his 
nearness of kin. He there remitted all 
but the beheading. [Tyrrel, p. 2(^1.] 

Having alluded to the circumstance of 
beheading being peculiar to open robbeis 
and outlaws,itis necessary to notice the dis¬ 
tinctions made in the cases above quoted 
of Fraser and Spenser. Fraser’s case dis¬ 
tinguishes the punishments of a traitoi, 
thief, and manslayer, so as to apply be¬ 
heading to the latter; but in the case of 
Spenser it is applied to the outlaw. It will 
be found that robbers, manslayers and out¬ 
laws were generally classed together, in 
the times now before us. Banditti rob¬ 
bery was an offence so common as to be 
generally meant by the description ot 
open robbery; and as the ofienders neio 
generally too many and too strong to be 
taken, but by the authority of the shcrifi^ 
the usual coarse gainst them began by 
outlawry in the county court, and some¬ 
times with excommunication. This was 
the occasion bf rendering the above terms 
synonymous in practice, and the gudty 
wei« frequently put to doath upon the hue 
and cry in puraiut and without trial. They 


* Knjl^toh, col. 25*t5,8.S49, and Froissait, 
V. 1, ch. 12,13, and 14. bec also 1 Howell’s 
State TnaH P- 23. 
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when urged in our own age, on the side 
of mercy, 

1 am sure^ after all, that upon the gene* 

had caput lupinum, wbiph it waa lawful to 
take off; lawful to every man in remote and 
barbarous times, according to the Mirror, 
fc. 4, a, 4.] But m Bracton's time it was 
permitted only in cases of resistance to 
justice, excepting in the disorderly marches 
of Wales. Yet we find examples which 
prove the remains of the old barbarism in 
practice afterwards, notwithstanding the 
alteration of the law.* 

This seems to have been the case upon 
a transaction related by M. Paris, when 
the heads of ten night robbers of a great 
gang in the north, were brought to London 
at once in Henry the 3d^s reigiif. 

Gaveston, the favourite of ^ward the 
Snd, who after having been outlawed and 
banished ventured to return while under 
this sentence, was pursued by his enemies, 
and beheaded upon falling into their hands. 
It IS remarkable, that the king in his public 
censure of the lords for having pul him to 
death, dues not dwell upon the execution, 
violent as it was; but makes the principal 
grief to be, that they killed him contrary 
to their promise given for his safety.;^ 

The ninth chapter of stat. 9 Edw. 2, 
st. 1, seems likewise to countenance this 
opinion. It states as a grievance, to the 
privilege of the church, that ofienders 
under abjuration and in their way to exile, 
are violently carried off and hanged, or 
beheaded on the spot. The like inference 
aiises upon .a case in 3 Edw. 3, in Filz. 
Abr. tit. Corone pi. 346. 

In the great appeal of treason in par¬ 
liament, in 11 Bich. 2, the judgment 
against the duke of Ireland, earl of Arun¬ 
del, and chief justice Tresilian, was, to 
be drawn and hauged, and to forfeit lands 
and goods. So of sir Nicholas Brembie, 
Blake and Usk ; and the execution to be 
made by the marshal of England. But 
the judgment against Usk had the addition 
of beheading, and bis head to be placed 
upon Newgate.il 

Sir Simon Barley and others, who were 
at the same time impeached by the Com¬ 
mons upon the like charge, bad judgment 

* Bracton de Coronfi, c. 19, p. 1S8, b. 
Fleta, hb. 1, c. 38, p. 44. and Co. Xatt. 138, h. 
note », t 4T1. 

j: Brady Contm. App. No. 56. 9 Tyrrei, 
p. 253. 3 Rym. Fed p. 335. 
tt See Howell’s State Trials, vpl. l, p. 89. 


ral topics of reform much doubt cannot be 
entertained m this House. But what is 
the particular subject of this night’s in¬ 
to be drawn, hanged, and beheaded, and 
to forfeit. But for various reasons m their 
seveial cases they were pardoned alt of 
the execution &ut beheading. Burley 
because he had served the king’s faiher, 
and was a knight of the garter. Sir John 
de Beauchamp, because he was of gentle 
blood, and had been steward of the house¬ 
hold. Sir James Beiners because he had 
been in ward to the king, and abons bis 
person. But sir John Salisbury bad not* 
the judgment to be beheaded, and sufihred 
W being drawn to Tyburn and hanged.* 
liiese were proceedings in parliament, 
and in the king’s presence. AUbouah 
not all consistent, they show upon the 
whole that beheading had now obtained 
the consideration of ^ing the least igno¬ 
minious part of the sentence. 

Upon the court revolution which hap¬ 
pened in the twenty first year of this 
king’s reign, when the old favourites re¬ 
gained their power, and made their ene¬ 
mies suffer, the form of the sentences pro¬ 
nounced against them was of the salna 
kind. The earl of Arundel received 
judgment upon an appeal of treason, to be 
drawn, banged, beheaded, and quartered, 
and to forfeit. But on account of his 
worthy blood, the king pardoned the exe¬ 
cution of drawing, hanging, and quarter¬ 
ing.—^Tbe eail of Warwick and sir John 
de Cobham received the same judgment, 
but were pardoned so far as to preserve 
their lives in banisbment.t It is worthy 
of notice m all these examples, that the 
form of adjudging forfeiture is not always 
the same any more than that of death. 

Id the eighth year of Htiiry 4, the 
judgment against the eail of Northom> 
berland, and lord Bardolf, was the same 
as the last, with the omission of quartering. 
But it was a couditional senteuch, pru- 
nonneed in absence, in case of their not 
appearing, and to depend upon the kidg’s 
pleasure.^4 

The conspirators against Henry 5, 
namely, the earl of Cambridge, lord 
Scroop, and sir Thomas Gray, had judg¬ 
ment with the omission of quartering, but 
they til suffered difihrently. The first, 
* quia de sanguine regio orfus est,’ was 
only befietdea. Lord Scroop, because a 

• See .3 PmI. Ko. 4.18, 343. 

t Had. pp. 371, 880 ,381-3. $ Ibid. p. 607. 
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quiry ? It is not upon -one of those matte ro 
o£ positive regulation where it, possibly, 
is of less importance what the rule of law 

knight of the garter, was not hanged, but 
''drawn and beheaded. Sir T.' Gray, for 
no reason assigned, but * tie praecepto 
Kegis/ was only beheaded ; after being 
led on foot, according to the sentence, 
through the tovrn of Southampton to the 
place of execution. His bead was di¬ 
rected to be fixed up in public view at 
Newcastle.* 

The judgment against sir John Mor¬ 
timer, in the second year of Henry 0, is 
an extraordinary one, as are the other cir¬ 
cumstances of his case. He had escaped 
from prison, and was attainted by a vio¬ 
lent stretch of power by act of parliament, 
in which the judgment coniains these 
words, viz. ** Uuod ipse usque Turrim 
praedictam ducatur, ct deinde per medium 
civitatis prsedicta: usque ad k'urcas dc 
Tyburne trahatur. et super Turcas ibidem 
suspendatur et ad terrain projiciatur. Et 
caput ejus amputeiur, et intcriora sua 
combureniur, et corpus ejus in quatuor j 
partes dividatur. £t caput ejus supel* | 
portam poniis Londonim punatur, aedirtte i 
quatuor partes corporis sui super alias 
quatuor portas Londunise separatitn po- 
nantar.- Et quod bona et cafalla lerrae et 
tenements sua cum pertinentii$,tam in do- 
minico quam in reversione domino Regt 
iorishant, 

Yet this sentence, which was under ex- 
traoitlinary circumstances, and peculiar 
in its day, seems to have furnished the 
model for what is now the ordinary form 
of the solemn judgment in high treason. 
For the examples of Edw'ard the first’s 
reign which it resembles, bad not been 
followed in the reigns next succeeding. 

We read of many executions for treason 
during the civil war of York and Lancaster 
of an iin-gular kind, and partaking more 
of a military than juridical course ; there¬ 
fore not fit to be cited for examples. But 
I find a record of a regular trial for bigii- 
treason by indictment upon the usual com¬ 
mission in the eighth year of Edward 4; 
which contains a judgment wherein are all 
the formalities required by law as now 
practised. The sentence i? stated under the 
* ideo consideratum est,’ as of course, and 
<without any reasons assigned, in the term 
of preamble, in these words; viz. " Quod 


* Pari. Ro. 06. 3 Hen. 6. 
t Ibid. 302 , alho quoted in 4 Inst. 36.* 
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is, than that there should be some cer¬ 
tain rule ; but it is upon a sentence which 
inflicts a most cruel death, and which dis- 


praedicti T. H. et H. C. ducanior ad pfi- 
sonam doniirii Regis qu4 detinenlur, et 
abinde per medium civitaiis Now Sarum 
prsediclae direct^ usque ad Furcas de By- 
inerlon tiahantur, et ibidem super Furcas 
illas snspendaiitur. Et eorum alter vivens 
ad tci'ram prosternntur: et interiora sua 
extra venire.s ipsorum et eorum alterius 
trahantur iusis vivenlibus et enmburentur. 
Et quod capita utriusque eorum aniputen- 
tur; ac quod corpus utriusque eorum pet 
se in quatuor pnrtes dividatur. Et quod 
capita ct quartfiia ipsorum T. H. et H. C. 
ponantur ubi clominus Hex assigiiari vo- 
luerit.*” 

This is the earliest case I know of such 
a judgment formally given, or of one in the 
ordinary adininisiration of jiisiice, con¬ 
taining such formaiilies. And it (hllers 
from all those above quoted, in leaving 
the disposal of the mangled bodies to the 
di.sci‘eiion of the crown. But it has a 
mure remarkable distiiicliun from the 
rest, in tfie omission of the clause of for¬ 
feiture. 

Sir E. Coke writesf, that forfeiture is 
implied in the judgment; ter which he 
refers to Bro. Abr. tit. Forfeiture, pi. (){>. 
But that case (of 3.? Hen. 8.) is expressly 
confined to an attainder by act of parlia¬ 
ment; and so is a dictum to which Brooke 
refers in 4 Hen. 7, 11, b. 

Although the clau.se of forfeiture is as 
usual as any other part of the judgment in 
the old cases, it is not addeil in those of 
modern times; and the omission being so 
uniform may liave been made upon good 
reason arn) authority, though we have it 
not to show. In the law of Scotland, it 
has continued to make part of the jodg- 
uient pronounced upon the olFcnder.l^ 

The judgment upon Hnniphi'y Statfbrd, 
before meiitioiied, is given m these words 
in the Year-Book :|| “ Et per coiisensum 
omnium Jusiiciatiorum Angbte idem H. 
adjudicatos fuit, quod iterum reducatur 
Turn Londineosi; et abinde ponatur 
super quoddam hei^illutn, et trahatur per 
medium civilatis Loudini, et sic usque 
Tiburnum; et ibidem per colluru suspen- 
datur, et ante mortem cor acindatur; et 


* 6 Pari. Ho. 306,307. f 3 Inst. 5»li, 

J See 9 Howell’s Stal. Tr. p. 706, and Ar-;. 
not’s L'rim.Tr. Scotl. pp. 90, 378,38]^’391r 
H 1 Hen. 7f 94. 
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gracefi the national rhaiacter by a garage 
and dtsuusiiag specUt le to tho»e by nhnm 
It %>.(«; wiim »•<!. snrh an en< my is the 

cap It aosLihila ui, Ll (< ipiiatjus disidatur 
m quatuor pities, ct niittatai ad roluiita- 
tem itgis: it Dius migcuatm animae 
The wouls of tiu henu me given 
by Coke and Hal are not exactly the 
sami IS ihtst m tlx Yiat-Bouk 

The piiooiiti had bttii attainted of 
h gh (rea&itn by alt of |nrlMn>iiit, with 
niiny otlni Y< tkisis who uppoged Henry 
7, and h .i rkd to sam tuaiy, upon which 
a giiJt qL.>>tiiin 4 io'<c lor the dittiniiii'i- 
tioii of till jao^es^viho weie all assembUd 
ID iIk King’s Ikmbfui thisputpuse iht 
point ol diKtuiiv iiting diiifled ayaiiiot 
hull, th< judgmctit ut dvach followid of 
tom SI 

b lunfiii i, VI ho wa' lunumporHty with 
TK > H <iTid qiit III Mary, III his Picas of 
the (. lowig wiilen tlial the jud,Tniiiil iii 
fii„‘i til I on is—“ d'lstre name' it al 
h< ti doni tl vttnt, et de la d’t tii * a* i 
sit unhiiidkj ' )uc al lieu d’e%i lutu n, it 
(b li il’isiit (uiidu iitr le r«i)U, rt nvt 
d ( s 11 dll < tl, I it iis t iiti iilks (t pi ty 
Miinliitsdis I tXLi'tsdt sun loi^s, ii 
loiiibiitt di 111 'll II V lew, et lon ti it d’< sti> 
)i (lit I sou cDipsdividi iiiqiiattr parta 
a ill p III 1 dtciuiilieh io\i } 1 i \ st 
l< juii^iiiMi d’lii) lioiiiiiit (lid unit ail 
ill i (tilt o'l Me ti ilie It coinhuit's” 
Jilt I till I tun show'the difleieui In 
lu <11 this jutlr.tiH lit iiid tiial for countei* 
1 iiiiig till <0111 I \ Ldwai I J, and by 
till St itiiie of MI > ^ 

'Hu hist vuluitii < till “Stati Trii's ron* 
t Ills ill iii> fall I i\ I iples of jud..!ii< Ills 
pioiuiurit ( if up II iiailuis, which ihi re¬ 
pot b puipoii to give in their \eiy woidt. 
Ii wi can lely upon that iitliuiitv, d 
iiiiiy bi obsiivnl tha' ituy diflei nioii or 
iissfiom lath oliiir, no t\\ i beni^ ix 
aitly alike, some ni futm only, ollins in 
iibsianii. Tiny an of ditliunt ptiiudb 
fiotn thi case of sn Tbomas Mon to that 
ol sjr WaltiJ Kalcigh f 

Till judjjtnentiu to Ent '>61, b. which 
IS of the hist yeir of Jimts 1, and those 
111 Pio Putii iS7, b. and 651, and Rast. 
Lilt 01 5, which are of the fiist of Mary, 
11 ) 111 i ISIS of sii Thomas Wyat, and of 
K ibt t Dudley, afuiwaids famous as earl 
Ol Liiiisur, onut the huidlc,and the cut 


• ’^•liimf P r. 1 J, c 19, p 182. 

1 t'lwills Slati Ir V 1, pp 39S, 1032, 
1112 1 iW, 1331, 11^7, V 2, pp. 29, J1 Sci 
^so, V 1 , pp oor, 1086, 1088, some parUtu- 


hon. gentleman to innovation that he will 
retain even such b tri> iriiieg, because he 
finds them establisuid. If the hoti. Soli- 

tuig o6 the prity parts; and direct the 
entrails to be. taken out of the billy, and 
burnt while the pi ison is alive. 'I here is 
the like omission iii many cases since; 
but they Older the head and quaUe s to 
bi at t)ie king's m queen’s d.sposal. 

Bidwkstone wiites of the hurdle as a 
" connivance at length npruid by huma- 
nitv into law *” A case n I'dwaid J’a 
reign, before referred to, pioves this; and 
It may be iiifeind ^roru its expiessions 
that the inonKs, although they weie then 
a VICIOUS laee, had bteii the authors of 
thii huminity.-| Ihe judge time, m 
eondenining a enminal, is ri ported to 
have given t'pecial order that nriiher 
fttarsnii iincrs should dare to bt'l|> him 
With any thin^to tatii,ioiiiu tht drawing 
It It to b laintn.id that the heads of 
the iw or s ^te ii model n times should 
mtir line felt those seni)>nent of de- 
temy ctiid hutiimily whicli the toiiupt 
monks of old cou'd put in praci ii , by 
lilt wotKi Ih,s of whim our admim tiaiion 
of justii L mi,^lit hau heut pur^ <d eicnow 
of a displace III) ami barbaious c< lemony. 
Tiuti IS a pis>8„e iilaud ol queen 
i li''inLih, w’lit fi shows that tm attention 
wjs mt'i enied ti the subject Siveial 
tiaiioi', wh ) hid still mi foi a eonspiiacy 
n fnout of tlie quiinot beots were c\e- 
luiid (is it oiteii iiappenid ibiii) actord- 
iiig lu the exact and croel direction ot the 
stiiietiii. Ihe queci being iniormed of 
It wa' sloeked, and diiertcd thit some of 
the oflitidcrs who remained to be evt- 
eutrei should hang on the gillows till 
dead bifort tiny ihoufd be cut down Con- 
sidiiiiig this quien's charuttt, and that 
she had sliuwn a dm sense of the indignity 
on ihi> occasion, wc miy wondti that she 
did not pioceed fuilber in the wutk of re> 
formation by cuireclmg the law itseil X 
But It w as left fot tbe ruigai destroyers 
of royalty to make the rhaiigt whicli de- 
eincy itquued in this instance. In the 
Inals duiiiig tfai Usuipation a new form 
was directed to be observed, which con¬ 


fers as to ^tarbothnf’ Uw lieads and qiuiti rs of 
persons • xecuted for high treason 
* (onn I b 4, c 6 t 33 Ass jd 7 
t 1 Howell’s Stat Tr pp 11»« J 160 Sie 
Ml p 1193 her sentiments oi dqnity and pro- 
put ty in the proceedings igainsi hi r rival the 
Queen ot Vuts, whom six sttuhid to keep out 
of public dibgrtil upon bn ti tl 
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eitor had lived aome yean ago, he would 
then doubtlees have stood rorward with 
the arguioeiitB that we have beard this 

sisted only of suffering death by severing 
the head from the bod^y. After the Res¬ 
toration, for reasons natural enough, how¬ 
ever to be regretted, it was not thought 
proper to adopt it. 

The following is the sentence pro¬ 
nounced upon the first occasion which 
then presented itself for recurring to the 
old form, namely, upon the trial of the 
regicides.* 

** The judgment of this court is, and 
the court doth award. That you be led 
back to the prison from whence you came, 
and from thence to be drawn upon a 
huidle to the place of execution; and 
there you shall he hanged by the neck, 
and being alive shall be cut down, and 
your privy members to be cut off;t your 
entrails to be taken out of your body, and 
(you living) the same to be burnt before 
your eyes: and your head to be cot 
your body to be divided into four quarters, 
•od bead and quarters to be disposed of at 
the pleasure of the king’s majesty. And 
the Lord have mercy upon your soul!” 

The judgment upon lord Stafford in 
1680 was not materially difierent from 
the foregoing, and is more deserving of 
our attention, because his case occasioned 
a debate in the House of Lords, which 
concluded with a reference to the judges 
for their advice upon the mode of pro¬ 
ceeding. 

According to the report in the State 
Trials, which agrees with the Lords* 
Journals, " The Lords took into consi¬ 
deration what judgment should be given 
upon William viscount Stafford: and it 
was moved that be might be beheaded. 
After some debate the judges were asked. 
Whether if any other judgment than thp 
usual judgment in high treason should 
be given upon him it would attaint his 
blood ? The judges were of opinion that 
the judgment for high treason appointed 
by law is, to be dmwn, hanged, and quar¬ 
tered : and in the courts and proceedmgn 
below they can take no notice of any 
judgment for high treason but that. 

• 5 Howell’s Stale Trials, 1084. 

+ There are few precedents for this disgust¬ 
ing part of the sentence. The word interwra 
wul be fotnid to have been most generally 
used. 

t Howell's State Tr. \ol ?, p. 1584. Lords’ 
Joutual, vbl, 13, pp. 70#, 5,6. 
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night in support of thoM monuments of 
barbarism which the wisdom of our ances¬ 
tors has abolished: amongst such bulwarks 

Then the Attorney General desired to be 
heard on his mBjesty*s behalf, which the 
House gave leave for him to be: who said, 
he knew no other judgment by law for high , 
treason but drawing, banging, and quar¬ 
tering : if any other judgment were 
given, it would be prejudicial to his Ma¬ 
jesty, and be a question in the inferior 
courts as to his attainder of high treason. 
Whereupon their lordships ordered that 
the lord high steward do pronounce the 
ordinary judgment of death upon the 
lord viscount Stafford, as the law hath ap¬ 
pointed in cases of high treason.** 

If we take this literally, the judgment 
does not pursue the advice of the judges; 
for there is more than drawing, hanging, 
and quartering directed in what the high 
steward pronounced for the ordinary 
judgment. He must therefore have con¬ 
sidered himself justified by some other au¬ 
thority, which may be supposed to have 
been founded in precedent. 

What followed hereupon exhibits a tale 
of party violence similar in kind, and not 
less disgraceful to the times than that be¬ 
fore mentioned, of the contest between 
York and Winchester for the Welsh 
prince’s right shoulder.* 

Upon the king*8 ordering the execution 
to be done by beheading, the sheiiffs af¬ 
fected to doubt the legality of the order 
as communicated to them, and applied to 
the House of Lords for further diiections, 
who declared that the king’s writ ought 
to be obeyed. They applied likewise to 
the House of Commons, as parlies to the 
judgment, because it was passed upon 
their impeachment. But the flame ex¬ 
pected to be kindled between the two 
Houses was suppressed by a motion of sir 
William Jones's, agreed to by the Com¬ 
mons, •• That this House is content that the 

sheriffs - . - do execute William 

viscount Stafford, by severi^ his bead 
from his body onIy.**t Wnether this 
strange proceeding arose from the male¬ 
volence of faction in lord Stafford’s ene¬ 
mies to obtain the foil and disgusting per¬ 
formance of the judgment, or from the 
secret instigation of his friends, in hope of 
furnisbtog means for his escape, by raising 
a dispute in parliament, is doubtful. Hume, 
in bis History, without referring to any 


* See p. cxiv. t Comm. Joura. 692. 
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of the constitution as emboweliing alive, 
he might have supported the ' peine forte 
et durt-,* the writ ‘ de hmretico combu* 


authority, asserts the former position i and 
accuses lord Russell of partaking in that 
extreme violence. Grey’s report of the 
* debate does mention his name, but it can* 
not contain the whole. 

The sentence pronounced upon Beapard 
and others, in the year 1803, is as follows 
in the printed tiial, which purports to 
give the speech of the chief justice who 
pronounced it, from short-band notes*— 
viz. 

'' That you the several prisoners at the 
bar be severally taken from hence to the 
place from whence you came, and from 
thence be severally drawn on a hurdle to 
the place of execution, and there be se¬ 
verally hanged by the neck, but not until 
you are dead, but that you be severally 
taken down again, and that whilst you are 
yet alive, your bowels to be taken out and 
burnt before your faces: and that after¬ 
wards your heads be severed from your 
bodies, and your bodies be divided each 
into four quarters, and your beads and 
quarters to he at the King’s disposal. 
And may God have mercy on your souls!” 

This sentence is not exactly the same 
as that pronounced by Mr. Justice Heath 
upon Tyrie at Winchester, in the year 
1782, according to the printed trial. But 
that does not agree with the entry in the 
clerk of assize’s Judgment Book, which 
I examined. This is as follows:—Let 
him bo-drawn upon a hurdle to the place 
of execution, and there hanged by the 
neck, and then cut down alive, and bis 
entrails and privy members cut from his 
body, and burned in bis sight; and his 
bead cot off. and his body divided into 
four parts, and disposed of at the king’s 
pleasure.” 

'riiis agrees with the form in the office 
of clerk of assize, edit. 1682, p. 64. But 
that of the printed trial, said to be taken 
in short hand.f agrees with the book pub¬ 
lished in 17 JO by order of the House of 
Lords, with the approbation of theJud^s, 
entitled, A Form and Method of ’rriai of 
Commoners in Cases of High TVeason: viz. 

“ You, David Tyrie, ar^i to be led from 
hence to <hc gaol from whence you came, 
and from thence you are to be drawn upon 
a hurdle to the place of execution; and 


rendo,’ or the burning women alive for 
petit treason. 

The nature of the hon. Solicitor’s rea- 


there you are to be hanged by the neck, 
and being alive to be cot down, and your 
privy members to be cot and your 
bowels to be takim out of jrour belly, and 
there burnt, you being alive; and your 
head fo be cut off, and your body to be 
divided into four quartets; and that your 
head and quarters be disposed of where 
his Majesty shall think fit.” 

1 have heard of an Irishman, who upon 
receiving this sentence exclaimed, •* Ah 1 
what need of all this cookery ?” It is high 
time to abolish such an outrage to public 
decency and private feelings, unless we 
could bring the habits and manners of 
those who devised it, or employ their 
hosts to perform the ceremony.—I have 
nown men of rank ^ and consequence, 
upon returning from a trial where they 
had heard this sentence passed, exclaim 
against it almost in the above words, and 
speak seriously of endeavouring to reform 
it. But many a good desi^ of this kind 
has failed from the interval of a pleasant 
party or night’s rest, or other business 
coming on to occupy the thoughts of the 
fol lowing morning. , 

A proper opportunity offered itself for 
making the improvement a few years ago, 
when an Act was introduced for altering 
the judgment by which women were 
directed to be burnt.* I cannot doubt 
but that the same good sense which pro¬ 
posed that alteration would have embraced 
the one here suggested if it had then been 
brought to view. Now indeed both leason 
and example are stronger in its favour; 
for the statute alluded Co has created a 
new disparity of the same sort as existed 
before between the judgments upon male 
and female ollenders. The humanity of 
modern times, like that which introduced 
the hurdle formerly, has generally ope¬ 
rated upon the officers of justice, so as to 
induce them to fail in the strict execution 
of the sentence, by omitting the torture 
and most offensive parts of !t: and the 
prerogative of the crown is often exercised 
m remitting all but the beheading. But 
it would be more to the honour of our 
laws, and would relieve its ministers from 
a breach of doty, and the crown from a 
bortbeot to ordain the same absolutely by 
a new statute. 


* tJnriiey’s, 8vo. 

t See Howell’s State Trials^ vol. SI, p. 814. 
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jioning may be applied with p'jual force 
to all of these savape expedierus. 

By the anrient I'lw, the judgment for 
standing mnie was, ‘‘ that the pi if-oner b" 
.remanded to the prison from wiienre he 
came, and put into a low dark chamber, 
and theie be laid on his back on (he hare 
floor, naked, unless where deicncy for¬ 
bids j that there be plucsd upon his bods 
as great a weight of iron as he could bea •, 
and more, that lie have no .su<-t< nance, 
save only on the first day three morsels of 
the worst bread, and on the seci>nd dr>v 
three draughts of standing wai*r (h.it 
should be nearest to ihe pi ■‘•on door, and 
in this situation tins should be his daily 
diet till he died, or (as anciently the judg¬ 
ment ran) till he answeied.”* In the 
12tb )'car of liis present Majesty’s reign 
our national character was rc'>eutii from 
this just subject of reproach, and tbu law 
was abolished. If the hon. solicitor ha'd 
been a member of ibis House when the 
alteration was then pro[it)sed, he would 
have implored you not to remove the 
land-niaiks of society; ha w'oidd iiave 
said that this operation of teiror was most 
beneficial to the coonnunity, and that. 


* The last infliction of this sentence 
(was probably in the year 1736 “ Mon¬ 

day, August 4lb, 1736.—At the assizes at 
Lew'es in Sussex, a man who pi cteiided to 
be dumb and iume, was indicted lor a bar¬ 
barous murder and robbery. Hu had 
been taken up on suspicion; several spots 
of blood, and pari of the goods lieing 
ibuuil on him. When he was brougiii to 
the bar, he wouki not speak, or plead, 
though ofllen urged to it, and the scnteiu-e 
inflicted on ihu.se who stand mute lead to 
him. Four or fire persons in court swore 
they had heaid him speak: and a buy 
who was bis accoiiipbce.and apprehended, 
was there to be a witness again.st him ; 
yet he continued mute. On which he 
was carried back to Horsham gaol, to be 
pressed to death if he wuuld not plead. 

"They laid on him liiat Jofi wtiglil, 
then added 100 more, and be still conn 
nued ohsiinate. They then added 100 
more, and then made it ^50lb. yet b 
would not sptak. Then adding 60lii. 
more, he was just about dead, having all 
Ute agonies ufdeatli about him; W'beti the 
executioner, who weighs about lb or 17 
alone, lay dow'ii upon the boaMi wJiich 
was over him, and, aditing to the we>gbt, 
hilled him in an instatii.’‘—Geiiileiii»n’s 
•nd London Magsutines for August 1735. 
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although 1 would have been .the last to 
have introduced this law, 1 will be the 
first to cominue it. 

The writ * de hmreticn coniburendo,'* 
which, as a practice, has been thought to 
be as ancient as the common law itself, 
was abolished in the reign of king Charles 
2 Has the removal <if this bulwark un-* 
dangerrd the constilutioti ? or does the 
hon, Solichor think that becuisc it was 
once law, it ought not lo iiasc been alter¬ 
ed ? or does b« believe that any advan- 
tagc.s resulted to tins country, oi that our 
naiiotiai tharacter was «xibed by that 
execrable writ, which .spared neither ge¬ 
nius or piety, the lielpb s-n» ss of child¬ 
hood, or the leeblenets of old age.? 

The punihlinien* f^r pe»ii treason by a 
woman, was buruiitg liei olive. In the 
year 1790 tiiis law whs alttnd ' \V< t.!'l 


* The following is an answu to .i letivi 
iiiipiiririg nuollie oi igm of tins .tlier.ttioii: 

" In leply to thy iiifjotry^ le-inuling n - 
foiaiationoiitbesubjec of ihi ait*i:ui.»i) >1 
the puiiishmutitol pent tie ison by u woman 
which was burning allse, and is now snwpb 
diaili, 1 will relate what 1 recollect ol iln 
ciictimsiarice. A Iriend ol nuiie was(hostn 
const ihle ol a parwh in the city. Allliungli 
a man of large propeity, lie chose rather 
to K< rve himself than lute another to do 
tile duty. It was in the year that the 
King W’ent lu Si. I’aui’s he was constable, 
as 1 rfiiiember; he attended on that or. 
casion.—He gittieraliv attended at execu¬ 
tions, and on {the one which occasioned 
the (oriveisiaiiun on petit treaso-..? theic 
w't-re nine persons executed, one of whom 
was a woman for murdeiing her husband. 
The aight of her body being burned aftei 
ahe had bteu hanged, aflecied him so 
niueh that he lurned very pale, on which 
sir W. Curtis, who was sherifl’, very kindly 
desired hiiu to go with him to an apait- 
nieni in Newgate, winch he did. Wln- 
th> r sii Ben. Hammeti, who was the nthu 
sheiifl, was wi<ii him, or not, 1 cannot re- 
colbe*; but niy frieiid took the opportu¬ 
nity of making some very striking remark t 
on the tin n existing law, clearly pointing 
out the folly of it, tending only to exeiic 
piea» (Uiiosity among the lower classes ol 
siiciely, and to harden, rather than in the 
smallest degiee cause tenderness of dispo- 
lion. Wiiat he said seenied to be so im¬ 
pressive as to engage one of the sberifls lo 
s.iy that he would the next open day 
move in the House of Commons, that the 
law, so far as the burning the bodies ol 
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the hon. Solicitor, then, have reminded 
yon of the salutary operations of terror ? 
Would he have talked of the buln'arks of 
tho constitution; of his being the last 
man to propose, but the first to preserve 
this law ? 

As the dread of change iX so prevalent, 
let us congratulate ourselves that the pu¬ 
nishment of burning women alive, the 
writ ‘ de hmrclico comburendo,* and the 
* peine forte et dure,' are already abo¬ 
lished ; for the temper which has appear¬ 
ed, the reasoning which we have heard 
this night would have been as applicable 
to such exploded barbarities as to em- 
bowelling alive. 

The hon. gentleman has stated, that my 
hon. friend (Mr. Courtenay) is mistaken 
in supposing tliat, in the execution, or 
rather in tlie evasion of this sentence, any 
triifit is reposed, where he cannot but ad¬ 
mit that it ought not to be confided, in the 
executioner; and he with an air of triumph 
says, we ought not to legislate from the 
solitary instance of Mr. Totvnly, which 
ir.usi be solitary, because no other instance 
has been adduced. The error of this 
node of reasoning seemed (o be forcibly 
ietl by the hon. gentleman, when it was 
i nespectcdly retorted upon him in the 
f aiiclusive argument of my right hon. 
tnend (Mr. Ponsonby). But if it tviil be 
any satisfaction to the hon. gentleman, I 
will remind him of the account which he 
may find in the State Trials of the execu¬ 
tion of .lolm James, whcr»the executioner 
18 stated to have been scl civil as not to 
embowTeTthe offender until he was actually 
dead.* 

When the sentence is merciless, the 
.sufferings of the offender will, in a state 
which has made any progress in civilixa- 
tion, be mitigated, if pus.sible, by the 
executioner. The * peine forte et dure’ 


women for petit treason, abouid be abo¬ 
lished ;—he performed Ids promise, and 
the law was accordingly altered, and, as 
far as 1 can now remember, without any 
opposition."—-This is a mistake, it was 
opposed. 

* “ The sheriff and hangman were so 
civil to him as to suffer him to'bc dead 
before he was cut down: the hangman 
taking out his heart, and burning his 
members and entrails, returned his head 
and quarters bark to Newgate, put in a 
basket in a cart, and from thence were 
disposed by the King."—Howell’s State 
Trials, vol. 6, p. 104,13 Car. 2, l66l. 

Voi. XXVIII, Appendix. 


while it existed, was, like the punishment 
of treason, a case where it was left to the 
humanity of the hangman to temper the 
cruelty of the law : and it was usual for 
him in the first instance to place such a 
great weight upon the breast of the of¬ 
fender, as to shorten and soon terminate 
his 8ufrerittg«. Sir William Biackstone* 
considers these severities so contrary to 
the genius of our nation, that he says they 
are never infiicled unless by accident: 
and sir M. Fo,stert mentions one of these 
accidents, where a woman was actually 
burnt alive. If these instances, which 
must unavoidably exist from the very Con¬ 
stitution of onr nature, will not satisfy the 
hon. gentleman, he mav, I make no doubt, 
discover many others, from which he will 
be convinced, that it is not my hon. friend 
who was mistaken. On former occasions 
,it was contended that a discretion in in¬ 
flicting the punishment ought to be taken 
from the legislature, and reposed in the 
judges. On this night we have heard an 
extension of this doctrine, and we are now 
required to trust to the discretion of the 
executioner. J; 


* •• But the humanity of the English 
nation has authorized, by a tacit consent, 
an almost general mitigation of such pirt 
of these judgments as savour of torture or 
cruelty ; a sledge or hurdle being usually 
allowed to such traitors as are condemned 
to be drawn ; and there being very few 
instances (and those accidental or by neg¬ 
ligence) of any persons being enibowelled 
or burned, till previously deprived of sen¬ 
sation by strangling.”—Blackst. iv. 376. 

t In common practice no material 
difiereitce is made in the manner of the 
execution, uqless in some very special 
cases. 

" I remember a woman for the murder 
of her husband, under circumstances of 
high and uncommon aggravation, literally 
burnt alive, § and we are told that in a 
case of petit treason the prisoner was by 
order of the court drawn, immediately 
after sentence, from Westmlnster-haU to 
Tyburn, without the poor comfort of a 
hurdle, or any thing to keep bis head and 
body from the ground.”—Foster’s Crown 
Law. 

t 'There is, perhaps, no instance in 
which the difference .between our law in 
its solemn denunciations, and in actual 


§ Catherine Hayes, convicted at the Old 
Bailey, April, 1736, 

CO 
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The only remaining topic of the hon* 
gentleman’s gjrgument is, his imiuiry wlie- 
tiler there ought not to he some distinc- 


practice, H more remarkable than in the 
crime df high treason. Although the sen> 
teiicenniroimly pronounced by the judge, 
•is one winch it is never intended should 
be executed, it is still suhered to remain a 
part of the law. Ii remains a just subject 
of reproach to us by foreigners, and an¬ 
swering among ourselves no other purpose 
than at a very awful moment to distract 
the reason and terrify the imagination of 
each miserable convict, by an cnomeratinn 
of hojTiblc barbarities, which with judicial 
and religious soJtmniiy he is told that be 
is ip undergo. He is to be drawn to the 

{ dace of execution, and there to be hanged, 
}Ut nut until he is dead : he is to be cut 
down, and his entrails taken out and 
burned-while he is yet alive his head is 
then to be cut oli^ and his body is to be 
divided into four quarters, and to be at the 
King’s disposal, llcre there is no discre¬ 
tion reposed in the judges; they are 
bound to pronounce the cruel and disgust¬ 
ing sentence, and all discretion is trans¬ 
ferred to the executioner. He is allowed, 
if be thinks tit, to defeat the intention of 
ibe law by sutiering the criminal to remain 
suspended until he is dead; he may, if 
such be bis pleasure, omit the embowel- { 
ling altogelher, and it is to the humanity 
of the hangman that it. is left to temper 
the savage severitj' of the law. That hu- 
maulty. however, has not always been 
exerted. “ There are few instances,’' 
says Mr. ,1 Blackslone, Com. vol. 4, p. 
377, and those accidental or by negli¬ 
gence, of persons being cmbowelled till 
previously deprived of sensation by 
strangling.” There are few instances, 
but there, are some. It depends, there¬ 
fore, nut on tire aggravation to be found 
in the guilt of the ofieoder, but on acci¬ 
dent, or on the neglect of tlie man who 
executes the sentence, whether severe tor¬ 
tures sImII constitute part of the punish- 
luent. Nor in truth has it always been 
through arcideut or negligence that these 
tortures have been endured. It should 
seem that in ancii-.nt times the sentence 
was ustially exermed in all its rigour ; it 
has. been so nt lU) verj' remote period*-no 
further, indeed, bmk than the rebellion of 
J7-15: and recouise will probably again 
be had to these sevc-riiics, if the violence 
and biitetiu ss of civil dissentions anti in¬ 
testine w.iis should evtK-again unhappily 
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tion between the punishment for such an 
oA’ence as high treason, and the punish¬ 
ment for common felonies. Upon the 
answer to this question no doubt can be 
entertained: but if the. lion, gentleman 
therefore infers, that emboweliing alive 
ought to he part of the law of England, he 
will foigive me for saying that, allowing 
the truth of bis premises. I wholly dissent 
from his conclusion. 1 allow that iheic 
ought to be a drsliiiction between dimes 
so widely dilierenl; but this distinction 
ought to be made, not by the introduction 
of torture, not by augmenting the pains 
for these extreme ofl’ences, but by low'er- 
ing the punishments, by abolishing the 
punishment of death for pilfering a few 
shillings.—It is not one of the least im¬ 
portant objections to the enacting severe 
jaws for small crimes, that they form a 
standard of cruelly to justify every harsh 
and excessive exercise of authority. 
These are the bloofiy tests to which con¬ 
stant appeal is made. These laws arc 
represented as unobjectionable because 
they are never executed. We are told 
that, if they are theoretically severe, they 
are practically humane. Be it so : but 
let it bo remembered that on this, as on 
many other occasions, appeals are made 
to these laws as a standard for apportion¬ 
ing punishments for other oOertces,’- The 

rage in this country, and be attended 
with the same eflect as they have produced 
in past limes, and amongst other nations— 
that of kindling every latent spark of re¬ 
venge and cruelly existing in lRB"4Tnmari 
breast.—See Sir Samuel Rorailly’s Ob- 
seivaiions on the Criminal Law. 

^ But although these laws arc not exe¬ 
cuted, and may be said, therefore, to exist 
only in theory, they are attended with 
many most serious practical consequences. 
Amongst these it is not the least important, 
that they fofoj » l^tnd of standard ol 
cruelty to jusliTy every harsh and exces¬ 
sive exercise of au'.hori'y'. Upon all such 
occasions these unexecuted laws are ap¬ 
pealed to, as if they were in daily execu¬ 
tion. Cumplaiii of the very severe punisii- 
ments, which prevail in the army and the 
navy, and you are told that the olfences 
w'iiich are so chastised, would by the mu¬ 
nicipal law be punished with death. When 
not long since a governor of one of the 
West India islands was accused of having 
oiilered that a young woman should be 
tortured, his counsel said in bil defence, 
that th« woman had been guilty of a tlieft. 
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irasoniM'' of Uie hon Solicitor upon this 
subjf ct IS (.oiitJimd in a Inrt winch wis 
publi lied a year or two afur the JBiil fot 
inflicting tin puiiishnirnt rf iletih toi 
steal to tlit amount of five shillings 
pip itcK lioni a shop, passed the legisla 
^ tuic. I Ills ti n t, eiitilkd, Hanj* iig not 
puiiishnuiit iiK)ac;ti,’’ lecomineniK, that, 
as malcfiilois who differed in guilt could 
not with lusiicc b< doomed to the siine 
jiunislitiunl, torture ought tn many, if not 
111 most ti < , to lie smciioiitd by the It- 
^ islatui [ ills II ui* has I itcly hecn ic 

and lint bv the laws ot tins cuuntiy lici 
Jiii woullluvc bicn (oifcited \\ hen in 
the fi mini inw hws, it i-. proposed to 
ippoiiit f 1 a vtty sbght tiansgic Mon a 
v(iv \t re punishment the aigiunciit al¬ 
ii ns 111 ( 1 in supp lit of It IS tint irtiotis 
not tnuili more cnnmial arc by the 
ilu ids CMstinjr luv punished v itli dcitb 
So in tin cMKiseof lint ivg* distniion 
winch IS )(fi to till judges titc stue c f the 
law all 1 's a juMification for seventies 
whiiii could not othein e be jusliHcd 
Vt hni, foi in oHcnii whn h is vtiy lew 
in the s" lie ot ni ii tl turpitude, the punish- 
nitnt ot iianspuitition for hie is inflicted, 
i man who only cc mmieci the crime with 
tin punishini ot, woull In stiUfk with i*s 
rvtrioidiin s sfuriti I ut 1 1 finds upon 
inqinis 'nt dI tint mass it human sut- 
lerfti,, wl itb IS (ompnstd in the sentence, 
pass* s by the nimcs ot Icncieittiss and 
mercy, bteanso death is aOivcd to the 
Cl lint by a law s(aicely tvci execuUd, 
and, IJs some pet suns imagine nesii in¬ 
tended lo be cMcutcd ’ —Set Sn Samuel 
Kumill) 'sObset i atiotuupon Ci iininal Law. 

^ IIanc INC r ol Pun menl en'iii'h ft i Mw- 
thinii, Ili^hwaynurifttuil ffoutf hcakcr’t 
Offered In ihe considciation of the two 
Houses o( Parliament,—London, Pi mu d 
foi A 33aldwm in WarwieU lim, 1701, 
re-pruiled ni 1812 by Basil Montagu, 
esq., publisl ed by I ongman and Co 

Cum sanpiiks peecatur peciias aujreri oportet 

Holm d( llepub itb G tap 6 

Ai ttHbV rtfjtufutt giAriuvi rb; TtoKhSi , 
to fj.) Ano-it mtS’iv Pktto, m Lt ’il 
■-Cm non 

I’ond iibip uio Inhsque sms Kitio olitur, u res 
Ot <ia,.({uccsi, itasuppliuisde licta to«rc< t ’ Uorat 

■ ' ■ • Ailsit 

Ivc^uia ptrcai s quT panas irrugct iquas Idtm 

Ibc following IS a spec mien ot the tract 
1 am sensible, that the Lnghsb clemency 


pubiisbecf It IS not, a» it may be sup¬ 
pose d, wiitUti ironic illy , but it is a sc- 
itous, giave deciaiatioii ot opinion by an 

and mildness appear eminently nieut laws 
and constitutions, but viiue it is touncl 
thaiiliuien tie grown so much men cine c i- 
iigible, than in oui inictatbeis’ days, it 
ht not that good men should glow less 
mcrcitul to them, biiiec geiulei methods 
are intfke tual ’ 

I acknowledge ?lso, tint the spiiit of 
Christimity dispots us to patience and 
fotbearance, insopiuch that when the Rd« 
mm cniptiois bej m to giow Ciiintiati^ 
vvt aie intoiine J, ] h n iiu i c ipital punish- 
inentj WCK taken away,*md turned into 
other^ less sanguinH\ , either tint tbey 
niijglit have 'ongtr luo for repent me, 
(ui indulgence agreeible to the v at and 
pielv of those good ages) or tb it the 
leujth and continuance ot ibeir jium li¬ 
me lit might be more exemplary And 
] aeknowledge with the wise Cfumtilian, 
" lint il 111 men could b< nndc ^ood, as, 
it must be granted, they somtii lies iiny, 
11 Is lur the interest ot the C'omniotiw e lith, 
that lliev should rather be spai^ 1 than 
punuhed f " And 1 know, that it i. fre¬ 
quently liledg'ed, that vou take awdy a 
bettei thing, -nid that is a man's life, for 
tint winch is woist, and tint is \oac 
money itid goods, but though this be spe- 
cioudi enough uu^ed, ytt 1 doubt not but 
the public safety and happiiuss may law¬ 
fully and reasonibiy be sieured by this 
wnv, if It can by no ottiei % No doubt, 
if othci methods would do, there bad mvci 
been recourse to death, since th it was 
iiuestionkss risentd as the list rclige || 
But even that now fails, and so fails, tliat 
if come lotntdy be not found to ste p ihia 
growing tvil, lie shall shoitiy not dare to 
travel in England, niiless, as iii the deseils 
of Arabn. It be in hige companies, nid 
armed 1 or to such i height of villainy' 
*nc they ariivecf, that even sonu et the 
nubtluy themselves have not escaped ihcti 


* “ Aligis ad cxtinplum proheU pan* diii- 
turiiior” Grot ms 

t ‘ N< mo didiitiihit nun sinocculi s mul tii 
m bomm inentcm diejuo niodo possint cut 
posse iiite duiii cuiKiibtin, salvos es*.« cos 
magis c te lubhca sit, quiim puniii' 

“ ConsulcTCl seeuiiUti )ti ti u’Uent ” 
Corn 1 icit 

II “ 'ton ipsa ab us qui i imi mi toiistiiiK- 
lint, non 111 malum aliqu a nlilisimp -m 
sit, std tanquam extnmiim ,)i sidiiiui, el loco 
mcdtcameim' t mlfcrai. 1 1 pci, bubst c. 
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author who follows truth wherever it leads 
him; and whose conclusions cannot be 
controverted, if his prenmes are allowed. 


hands; and there is no order of men in 
England, but has been sensible of their in¬ 
solence and rage. And it is a veiy gieat 
aggravation ot tiieir crime, and a high pro¬ 
vocation to those who ial! into their power, 
that they use them in so baibaious and in¬ 
sulting a manner; and so much worse then 
in foimcr ages, that some men of spirit 
cannot bear so inhumane treatment, with¬ 
out endangering, and ofteutiine.s losing 
their lives, a.s has been too often known to 
be proved. 

So that I must beg leave to say, that 
they who show iiu mercy should find 
nunc; and if hanging will not restrain 
them, hanging tltein in chains, and starv¬ 
ing them, or (if murderers and robbers at 
the same time, or night mcenduries) 
breaking tlietu on the wheel, or whipping 
them to death, a Roman punishment, 
should. 

1 know that torments .so unusual and 
unknown to us may* at first surprise us, 
and appear uiiieasuiiable; but 1 hope 
easily to get over that difheuUy, and 
make it appear upon examination, that 
that will be the more probable way to 
secure us from our feats of them, and the 
means of preserving great numbers of 
them, who now 3 'early by an easy death 
are taken off at the gallows. l<or to men 
so far corrupted in their piiiiriples and 
u'actices, and that have no expectations 
leyond tlic giavf* (for such, 1 fear, is the 
cSse of moil of them) no arguments will 
be so cogent, a.s pain in an intense degree; 
and a few sucii examples made, will be so 
terrifying, that I petsuade myself it would 
be a latv but seldom put in execution. 

It is a rule in civil law, and reason. That 
the puuisbmcnt should not exceed the 
fault.* If death then be due to a man, 
who surreptitiously steals the value of five 
shillings (as it is made by a late statute} 
surely he who puts me in fear of my 
life, and breaks the king’s peace, and it 
may be, murdtrs me at last, and burns my 
house, deserves another sort of censure*; 


* “Justitiain eo uoUssimum consistit, lit 
mpphdum wt aijvmio peccalo.” Bodm. do 
Repub. lib, 0 , rap. 6 . 

i “ .Si in mimnus peccatis ctam masimie 
wnffconburauntur, rcatat ul maxima pectata 
aut mancant iiupitnita, aut nova surDucia in- 
veiuaniur.” bcol. ad Hupit. 
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He may reason "well as a logician, but 
vciv badly as a man.” 

Willi lespect to this not being a fit 

and if the one must die, the other should 
be made to feel himself die'”. 

For as the benefit of the clergv' is of 
late taken from pickpoi.kels, so they are * 
now in the eye of the law upon the same 
foot with murderers, bigliway-men, and 
house-breakers. Their ciimcs are cer¬ 
tainty umqnal by the laws ot (iod, and 
the consent ot nations; why liicn khuuld 
not their punishment be so too | 


In the same spiiit with the above TracU 
is the following passage fiom a wnler iii 
the time of Elizabeth, who was so far iioin 
esteeming the bai baiities in the st-nienci 
for high tieason mciely asilueatsi/i Ur- 
rMici/i, that he lecouimeids the innietion 
of whatevei iiioieol this kind the iiige- 
nuily of man could devise. 

Frow Silt John FraNr’s I!i \/on tif Gi •- 

Title,ptige 'I'l'if.—Loudii i, 1 ih(>. 

/’m-ndm.—A n oiiira cause of the dav' 
oucrthiow ot auncieiit nobh-nes in ilv 
reaime, is the cunibgiie puiiKshnunt oi tii 
common lawes, which dee with so due ..ii 
obseruation of iustice, punisii the ofleiici 
capitall of treason and fcioiite, tint they 
not alone take horn the offctidoor both life 
and member, but therewith cut oil the 
line of succession 01 inlieiitaunce iioin the 
leste of bis blood; so that tlie iiuinge 
bet iiig taken fioin them, the HuuSSTItttieth 
to the gronnde. For the which cause, or 
at least to testraine those foiUituics (and 
to preseruc the, patrimony to the issue of 
the oflendour) a .statute of condicioiiall 
giftes was made in the daye.s of king Fd 
ward the 1 . as I haue heardc some legistes 
of England opinion. 

Torquaiue.-r-kW these forfeituies, and 
much moe, are all too little to restraine 
this peifidious and traitorous age. from 
the attempting and executing of mosie 
' tie and horrible treasons against soue- 
raignes. So that in this respect all the 
tcirois, afilictioDS and punishments which 
the pollicte of wit could deuisu aiu ne> 


* Mori s« sential. 

•f “ Major niinoi([(Te tmtisgrcs' io non iiiuiis 
deheat irndtUlKiuis priedeiniuri snpiilicin: 
ira'sertim rum 1 )uniiuusin leaf ”‘** 1 1'™'^ 

*10 lucnsura p( <‘cuti, eril ct plagaiuiii modus 
Lex VViwgolUior. hh. Vi, til, 5,itup. 1. 
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time fur an alteration of the laws, 1 do not 
ihiitU it proper to tiespat^ upon the atten¬ 
tion of the HoUbO with a single observa¬ 
tion. 

1 cannot, however, sit down without 
railing upon you to remember beiuie 
we divide, heioie you say “ This law 
ought to remain upon our statute book,” 
that his Majesty’s law oilircr has de- 

< lared that *such a law ought never to 
have had existence;—I call upon you 
to remember, that cruel pimishmpnts 
have an int vitabie tendency to produce 
ciuelty in the people'*'. It is not t>y the 
deMruction ol tciiderntss, it it nolb) c\- 

< itnig revenge, lint we can hope to gti.e* 
iate virtuous conduct in those who aie 
confided to our care,-I You may tut out 


cessnry to be inioyncd to I’Uch oil'endcis, 
and Vf t, all too little. 

Parudfn —lam ol your opinion: and 
1 wishe rather a mult'piitalion of misciits 
to be laide both vppon the oftcndor and his 
postcritie then any iciaxacion ui their 
jienalties. 

'• When, in the Holy War, as it was 
termed, the Chiibtidiis took possession ol 
.\iUioch, ''It did not a little entourage 
iheui that they iound in the church ol St. 
Peter, that lance nheicvt itb ourSaviuui’® 
body wa> jnerced : they highly piissed 
tlii-s rclit’k ul Christ, as it by wounding ol 
him it had got viitue to wound their 
♦‘inmieb.”—See Fulici’b Holy Wat. 

■j Ftom HE.Pi-t’f’TtoNS ON W sn, ano 
‘fur. FINAL Ck'-sation or ail llosii- 
iniLs- A Sermon piuuhed bcfoicthe 
Vnivtnuy of Cariibndgt, Manh \'2, 
I SOI), beitiff the Day uppninted for a 
flirntrul Fait. Bi/ IIichard Usmsoln, 
M. A. Fellow of fria. Coll. p. 18, 4c. 

We will venture to say, how in the 
mercy ol God to man, this heart comes to 
a nation, and how its exeicise or atiection 
appears: it comes by priests, by law¬ 
givers, by philosophers, by schools, by 
education,by the nurse’s care, the mothe/s 
aiiMet)’, the father’s severe lirow.—It 
comes by letters, by science, by every 
•art, by sculpture, paintinand poetry; 
by the song on war, on peace, on do- 
UK’sti' viitue, on a beloved and magin- 
imnous king; by the Iliad, by the 
t)dyssey, by tiagedy, by comedy. It 
tomes liy s) mpalhy, by love, by the mar- 
iiagc union, by fiiendsbip, generosity, 
meeknfsa, temperance; by every virtue, 
and example of vittue. it comes by sen- 


the heart of a su0erer and hold it up to the 
view of the populace, and you nny* ima¬ 
gine that you serve the rummunity ; but 
the real eifvet ol such scenes ib to toiture 
the compassionatp and to haiden the ob- 
dmaic. In times of tranquillity )( u will 
not dimmish olfences by rcmhiing gmlt 
callous; bv teaching the subjects to !'ok 
with iudiilerenct; upon human solK'iing: 
and, in times of imbulf-nce, fury will re¬ 
taliate the cruihies winch it has been ac¬ 
customed to beiiuld. From the spirit 
which I have &i eii I shall not be sur- 
priced and I ctilairily will not be detened 
by any vote ol tins night. 1 am not so 
unacquainiid with liic n-aiure ol prejudice 
as not to have observed that it sirikes deep 
root; that it flourishes in all soils and 

timents of chivaliy, by lomarice, by 
music, by decorations, and magnificence 
of buildings ; by the culture of the body, 
by comloitable clothing, by fa'liion-t in 
dress, by luxury and^ commerce. It 
tomes by the seventy, the mcdancholy, 
and benignity of the countenance; by 
lules of politeness, ceremonies, formilities, 
.solemnities. It comes by the rites at¬ 
tendant 1 n law and religion; by the oath 
of ofiicc, by the venerable assembly, by 
the judge's piocession and trumpets, by 
the di-»iacc and punishment ol ciimes; 
by public prayer, public fast; by medita- 
iion, by the Bible, by the consenation of 
cliurciies, by the sacred lestival, by tne 
cathedral's gloom and choir; by cate¬ 
chizing, by confirmation, by the burial of 
the dead, by the observance of the sab¬ 
bath, by the sacraments, by the pieacliiug 
of the gospil, by faith in ilic atonemeiiiof 
tliecioss, b) the patience and maityrdoin 
of the saints, by the sanctifying influeuccii 
of the Holy Ghost. 

The exercise of a nation’s heart ap¬ 
pears, m its imposing on its own ferocity 
restraints, ih its submitting to checks on 
!l,e levers and limbs of Us strength, in its 
consenting to be one of the aggregate 
commonwealth of iKittons, in ns conlurm- 
ing to f. public, gcncul law, though 
in sltictness impioperly called a law. 
It appeals tn the ‘■.•tiding and receiving of 
embassies, and in ihe forming of irt iin s ot 
intercourse. It appears in allfiwmg the 
soldier to, udge ot the pleas ol hiimainty, 
in not putting tn death thd*pioo)ier taken 
in batlie, in allevifttior the iioiiurs of the 
prison, in iioating tlx* wounded enemy, 
in showing the white l> 3 nner, in signing of 
capitulations. It appears, &c. 
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spreads U bnincWs in every direction. 1 
have observed also, that flouriah as it may. 
it must, by laws sacred and immutable, 
wither and decay after the powerful and 
repeated tou( It of truth. It was my lot 
to bear in parliameiii. a negative upon 
that Ihll uinch was intended to deliver 
this enlightened nation from the reproach 
of the cruel and disgusting puiiisliment of 
burning women alive. It was iny lot 
again nod again to n itness in this House 
the defeat of those wise and humane oxer* 
timis \sbicb were intended to rescue Eng¬ 
lishmen from the disgrace of abetting 
slavery: but the punishment of burning 


is no more, and Africa is free. No resist* 
anco, no vote of this night sbirll prevent 
my again appealing to the good sense and 
good (eeiingof the legislature and of the 
country, if I live another year, I will 
renew this Bill, with tlieBill fur rt. pealing 
the punishment ol death for stealing a few 
shillings; and, whatever may be niy fate, 
the seed w'bich is scattered hasnotfalliu 
upon stony giouiid. 

The House divided. 


For the Bill ...4'} 

Against it..55 


Majority against the Bill...—-12 


Let us DOW attend to the conclusions, 
to which our reflections bring us. 'J’hey 
are cbncluduns as intere&tiug perhaps as 
the reflections themselves. 

Whence tlie heart of a nation comes, 
we have perhaps sufficiently explained ; 
and it mosf appear to wlt.u most awful 
obligations and ^ty are held all those 
fiom whom thisucait takes its texture and 
shape—our king, our princes, our nobles 
—all who wear the badge of office or ho¬ 
nour ; all priests, judges, senatois, pleaders, 
interpreters of law; all instructors of 
youth, all seminaries of education, all 
parents, all learned men, all professors of 
science and art, all teachers of manners. 
Upon them depends the fashion of the na¬ 
tion’s heart. By them is it to be chas¬ 
tised, refined and purified; by them is 
the state to lose the character and title of 
the beast of prey ; by them are the iron 
scales to tall off, and a skin of youth, 
beauty, freshness, and polish, to come 
upon it; by them it is to be made so 
tame and gentle, as that a child may 
lead it; by them, and their fellows and 
brethren in other nations, are to be re¬ 
ported from sea to sea the sounds which.; 
iMue from the throne in Sion—-the judg¬ 
ment among the nations, and the rebuke | 
of many people'—the lessons of the mo¬ 
nitor judge and teacher king; by them 
are to come the glories of the reign of 
Jesus Christ, when no iron weapon shall 
be found in any land but the ploughshare 
and the pruning book. 

How ought they then to consider what 
their temper and conduct are; bow ought 
they to reflect, that by mistake, by folly, 
hy ludeness, bjj^bad example, by corrupt 
•'entiment. by false philosophy, by impe¬ 
nitence, by contempt of law and religion. 


by any seniiment or action which is base, 
mean or evil, they aic fostering the 
hrutishness of tiie nation, keeping u]) con¬ 
tention and strile throughout the world, 
uncouiHging war and shcddiug ol blood ; 
—barring fiom God’s mercy their fellow 
men, the poor, their own dependants, 
their own sons and daughters—hindering 
the descent of the Holy Ghost upon earth 
—delaying the reign of Him who died to 
save and bless the world ! 

How ouglit they to rifled on the guilt 
of such conduct, which is not contined to 
one little spot or corner, but reaches and 
touches by links, which go round the 
globe, the happiness, the refinement, the 
peace, the salvation of all mankind now 
living, and of all future generations! 
How ought they to reflect on the blessing 
and reward of a contrary conduct, which 
18 ever contributing to banishjo jlieir own 
place, ail malice, wrath, jealousy* envy, 
levenge, cruelty; which heaps coals of 
fire on every haul mass, and from iion 
brings out gold ; fiom brass, silver; from 
stones, gems—the gold, the silver, and 
the gems, which form the walls, the gates, 
and the battlements of the last city to be 
built—the city of God and his Christ! 

The coarse proverbial jest derived from 
the embowelling of oilunders is an instance 
of the tendency of such exhibitions to pro¬ 
duce cruelty in the people. 

From J'Ae Wonderfull Yeure 1603 m 
Phtenix Bntanntcui. 

"My gorbelly host, that in many a 
yeare could not without giuniing ciauie 
ouer a Uireahold but two foot bioad, leapt 
halfe a yarde from the coarse as nimbly 
as if his guu had beene taken out by the 


.n, 
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Debate jn the IIoese oi CoMMo^s, April C.5, 18H, on Sir 
Samuel Romiilv’s Bill iou taking away CounupTioN op 
Blood on Attainder or Felon v and Tbeason; and also 
ON ins Bill upon the Punishment tor High Treason. 


the Dibaies on the above Bills, appeared loo late fop 
to object to the Cilf going into a com- 


The folloit.iai’ correct Reports of 
tnstrtion under the^r primer dates, 

Dcbaik on iiil Dili ior takinc \wav 

CoRLUMIK'N OI BiOOD ON AlTAlNDFR 

OI Fllony and Thla&on. — 25, 

1814 . 

Sir Samuel Romillp —I move the ordei 
of the (lay for the House lesolving itself 
into a Committee on the Bill for taking 
away Corruption of Blood as a conse- 
f juence of Attainder of Felony .umI Treason. 

The House accordingly being resolved 
Into a Committee,—Mr. (,ordon in the 
chair; 

Mr. C. Yotke, —In lising to lesist the 
alteration pioposed by the hon. and 
learned gentleman, I cannot but led some 
satisladion in icllecting that, however we 
may dtfler as to part ot the suggested im- 
provemeuts, there aie certain topics upon 
which we shall agree.—We cannot, I am 
suie, but agree upon the necessity of pro¬ 
ceeding with caution in eveiy attempt to 
alter the ancient (riininal law of the 
(ountiy ; that it is the duly of legislators 
at all tunes, and paiticulaily in such times 
as those in winch we live, to make a stand 
upon the old ways, and not to try any ex- 
pcrhncnls in’ state*., except the necessity 
he urgent or the utility evident. When 
we are asked to innovate upon an ancient 
Jaw of the land; upon a law as ancient as 
the Norman con(|Uc>st; as that excellent 
system by which the descent of property 
18 established, by which, upon the death 
of the ancestor, the succession of the 
whole blood is protected, and the exclu¬ 
sion of the halt blood secured: laws 
which have existed for centuries; wliich 
aic coeval with the civilization of our 
country, and which no rational man would 
wish to’ see altered; we shall at least agree ' 
that a siiong case ought to be made out to 
warrant our interference. We cannot but 
agi.'e that laws of such antiquity are en- 
tiiled to our respectful consideration :*—• 
but ihcie is another buhject on which I 
am happy to say that we shall also agree: 
lor. although 1 cannot but think every 
part of the present measure inexpedient. 
It dues not appear to roe to be necessaty 


mittee ; nor shall 1 oppose its passing into 
a law, if the amendments which it is my 
intcnlion to suggest are adopted. The 
minor operations of the Bill, as far as ife 
extends to the lesser felonies, I shall not 
resist; but to the proposal to remove this 
sanction from the atrocious and aggravated 
offences of murder, of petit treason, and 
of high tieasoii, 1, fiom the necessity of 
observing those gradations of punishment 
by which social order is preserved, do 
most strongly object. The reasons which 
have been adduced by the hon. and learned 
gentleman for these supposed improve¬ 
ments are by no means satisfactory to me. 

1 listened with all the attention which 1 
was able to command, and with that re¬ 
spect to which the hon. and learned gen¬ 
tleman is so justly entitled: but, if I lightly 
understand him, his reasons are,—• 1st, 
That the law operates with injustice, from 
the eO'ect of former attaints, in the con¬ 
veyances of landed propeity.—2dly, That 
it IS, in fact, the punishment of children 
for the crimes of their parents.—Sdly, 
That it emanates from the feudal system, 
and is not part of the punishment attendant 
upon the crime. 

With respect to its operation in (he con¬ 
veyances oi landed pioperty, as the hon. 
and learned gentleman must admit that 
property is tire creature of civil society, 
he will not deny that society may impose 
its own conditions upon the tenures by 
which it is held. With respect to the 
punishment of innocence for the cr'roqea 
of guilt, it roost be remembered that this 
is not a punishment by which either bo¬ 
dily suSenng is inflicted upon ti)e guiltless, 
or liberty infringed; in which cases thcie 
I might b( just reason to complainnor is 
I it a pomshiacnt by which any fork-iture 
is imposed upon acquired property; but 
It is merely a condition annexed by society 
to the succession of estates, and a condi¬ 
tion which I cannot think* unrewonable, 
unless indeed Ibere is not any difference 
between infliction of pain and the inter¬ 
posing an iropediinent in the way to opu- 
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lent e and honour ; tinU'sa it ih unjust to 
(tepiive thfc doscfiidnnt of an attainted 
felon of property winch was never liis 
own. Indetiih if 1 am not muc li mislnkcn, 
the hon geiith man, 3“ he baa not thoiii:^ht 
it necessary to submit to the consideration 
of the llnuic any arguments upon this 
subject, has abandom d this as an u(it(uia< 
l)}e position ; I, ihi-refore, shill not tiis. 
pass upon your uiiciition by combating 
wlial is nut defended. The next reason 
tiiged by the hon. genlleman appears to 
me to be equally groundless :—<l mean the 
allegation that corruption of blood ema¬ 
nates from the feudal system, and is not part 
of the pnnisbnicot awarded against all, par¬ 
ticularly against the higher felonies. 1 
confess that this distinction, partaking as 
it docs of subtlety and refinement, is far 
beyond the reach of my understanding. 
Corruption of blood stands upon the same 
foundation as fuifeiture, as escheat, and as 
the other namerous consequences atten¬ 
dant upon the commission of foul ofiences; 
will the hon. and learned gentleman, at 
this time of day, contend, that escheat 
and forfeiture do not form a part of tlie 
ptiniibment; or will he say that corrup¬ 
tion df blood is not of the same essence 
and does not originate from the same 
source? 1 know not where the law or rea¬ 
son, by which this distinction can be esta¬ 
blished, is to be found. But on a subject 
of this intricacy and antiquity it is a con¬ 
solation to me, and will, I am persuaded, 
be a satisfaction to the hon. gentleman, 
to hear higher authority Uian our own; to 
hear how his opinion difiers from the opi¬ 
nion of lord Coke, who, unshackled by 
any metaphysical rehneraents, has stated 
in bis maniy nerrous language, that if the 
wife of the attainted felon lose her dower, 
and his chUdren their honours and lobe- 
I'itaoce, it is because the conscionsness of 
entailing sach fatal coosequencee upon ' 
those who are most dear to him may aug¬ 
ment the fear of committing crimes by 
which iodiwidnal gratification is obtained 
at the price of public desolation. 

Ixini Coke says thus in a passage, which 
with the perimttsion of the House, and for 
greater certainty, I will read: 

" Aptly IS a mao' stud to be attainted, 
aumetust for that by his attainder of 
treason or felony bis blood is te stained 
and corrupted* as. First, His children can- 
nut be heirs to tiim nor to any otbef an¬ 
cestor. Secondly, If he were noble or 
gentle befuie, he and alt his children and 
posterity ate by this atloinder made bale 
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and ignoble, in respect of anj' nobility or 
gentry which they had by their birth. 
TliirdJy, This corrupiien of blood is so 
higli, that, regularly, it cannot be abso¬ 
lutely salved but by authority of parlia¬ 
ment,'’ And again: It is to be ob¬ 
served, that the Judgment against a man 
for felony is, that he i)e banged by the * 
neck till he be dead ; but implicativi (as 
hath been said) be is punished, First, In 
bis wile, that she shall lose her dower; 
Secondly, In his children, that they .shall 
became base and ignoble, as bath been 
said : Thirdly, That he shall lose his pos¬ 
terity, for bis blood is stained and cor¬ 
rupted, that they cannot inherit onto him 
or any other ancestor; Fourthly, That he 
shall forfeit all bis lands and tenements 
which he hath in fee, and which he hath 
m tail, for lenn of his lite: and, Fifthly, 
All his goods and chattels. And thus se¬ 
vere It WAS at the common law; and the 
reason hereof was, that men should fear to 
commit felony, * ut perna ad paucos, nietu’’ 
ad omiies perveniat.’ And it is truly said, 

' £t si mel lores sunt qnos ducit amor, 
tamen plurcs sunt quos corrigit ,4imor.’ 
And so it is, d foriiort, in case of high 
treason.*” 

1 think that these senliinonts will con¬ 
vince the hon. and learned gentleman that 
this part of our law is not, as he seems to 
imagine, a mere technical foriualiiy ; but 
that it is as much a poitioii of the punish¬ 
ment, that it is as much a substantial and 
constituent part of this law as death itself. 

Such being my view of the reasons 
which have been adduced forlhese vug- 
gested alterations, I have further to ask, 
even supposing these reasons to be unan¬ 
swerable, whether this is a time for such 
alterations ? I expected to hear that some 
grievance existed from the operation of 
the law: that, whatever might be the 
theory, whatever might be the substantial 
or imagined policy of the law, some prac¬ 
tical existing evil had been discovered i 
Can any fact within the memory of man 
be adduced to call, in these times, for this 
innovation ? In a reign marked by the 
mildnese with which all criminal law, and 
particularly the law relating to these of¬ 
fences, has been administered ; in a reign, 
where the order for the law to take iiv 
couse has never been signed but with 
hearWelt sorrow; are we to torn and slur 
the clemency of a long and benevolent 
reign by annihilating the power thus mer- 

• Co. LHt. 391, a 5. 
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cifully exerciwd f And are we to do this 
when ihe madiiess of revolution )s but 
scarce still; when the forma of diseipline 
and devotion are yet only advancing ! Is 
it iflMnedtately after such errma as the 
tebeiiions in America and Ireland: if it 
possible that, with France yet in sight, a 
legislature, dibtingniahed through the 
world for that caution by which its liber¬ 
ties have been, and will, 1 trust, long be 
preserved, ought to 'alter laws framed for 
the expiess purpose of preventing anarchy 
and contusion ? With sad lessons before 
our eyes, that inform as much as they 
afflict us, scarcely escaped from those 
horrors that threatened society itself, 
when moral sentiment is diseased and re¬ 
laxed, we are requiied to relax the seve¬ 
nty of those laws which have preserved 
us a name and a nation ! 

Such are my reasons fur oligecting to 
any alteraiton in the laws relating to high 
treason: and although I look forward 
with the confident hope that the excel¬ 
lency oi our constitution will, from the 
termination of our arduous contest, appear 
so conspicuous as to remove all fears of 
the exiatenoe of treason : yet let us not 
forget that the waves continue to beat 
some time after the storm has ceased ; let 
us not suppose, whatever brilliant pros¬ 
pects may open before os, that the golden 
age has returned, and that Europe is sud¬ 
denly converted into an Aicadia. Let us 
not at present weaken the efficacy of laws 
which, if there is not any probability of a 
recurrence of such crimes, cannot be pro¬ 
ductive of an;^ injury; and which, if such 
probability do exist, may have a salutary 
effect in checking the turbulent spirit 
ever likely to. arise from the extent of our 
commerce, and from our superabundant 
population, and even from our liberties 
themselves. It may ponibly be said that 
the existing punishment, and particularly 
that part now sought to be repealed, will 
not have a salutary effect in deterring of¬ 
fenders. Upon this head 1 shall content 
myself with the opinions of some ef the 
ablest philosophers, who have made -the 
principles of human action their peouliar 
study; by whom we are taught that vice 
may often be most effisctoally resisted bj 
the influence of our best afifections. It is 
not by personal coosideratioDs that you 
can hope to check the fury of 'ini<^uMed 
ambition i but by the certainty of poverty 
and disgrace upon their helpless families, 
there is a cha&ce that the most hardened 
may be deterred. These are my rpasoBS 


for bei^ unwilling to lose this bold over 
the actions of such men, winch the law, as 
it at present stands, has given to us, and 
which it IS the object of the present Bill 
to remove. 

With respect to the crime of murder, I 
have only to repeat the same quesUon: 
Can the committee say, that any thing 
has occurred to call upon the House to 
make any or at least such alteration in 
the law ? On the contrary, have not recent 
occurrences rather railed upon us not to 
relax the severity of the penalties attached 
to this offence f Do we target, that in Ire¬ 
land, jind, I say It with great concern, in 
England, such atrocious murders have of 
late been perpetrated, that 1 know not 
how to reconcile these, barbarities with 
the kindness of our national character f 
Within the last ten years this country, 
and even this metropolis, has been stained 
by murders unknown for centuries, i 
therefore, for one, will not consent to any 
relaxation of. the punishment for this 
crime. 

1 shall not trodble the House with any 
further observations upon this measure; 
indeed, as upon a former occasion, I stated 
my sentiments at length, I should not now 
have been d isposed to interfere. But from 
that sense of duty by which I am jropellfd 
to call upon the committee to pmise before 
we agree to the proposed repeal, at least. 
in its fulf extent; before we reiiiqve any 
check upon the commission of treason and 
murder, and particular^ such a check a* 
may operate upon aimds 'regardless of 
personal welfare, 1 mdve, as an amend¬ 
ment, that the words ** of treason*^ do not 
stand part of the danse. 

Sir James MsuMntosh, —It is with un¬ 
feigned regret that I am compelled to dis¬ 
sent from toe right hon. gentleman, whose 
name would have weight with toe on such 
a subject, even if 1 were uuac^ainted 
with ins character and person. 1 agreu 
with him, indeed, with respect to toe an¬ 
tiquity of the law. It was an inference hf 
legal subtlety, which iu toe earliest times 
grew into a penal law; but it is not more 
ancient than niany other parli of the law 
,of England, which, although In general 
diatieguiahed in the roost ancient times by 
its aufierior jastice and Mnsinanity, nmther 
was nor ooafat be exempt firmn ail tamt of 
those ignorant and harbareUa ages in 'urhicti 
it took ita rise, i* not more ancient* 
tban toe many equally abvurd provtiiona 
which the goM sense of more enlightened 
tiflUM bM repeblucU It is not mure nacieiit 

C‘3 
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(hM the tortare ca^iid * peine forte «t 
date/ It ii not much more eojcient than 
the orrit * de heretiro comburendo ;* nor 
more ancient than the burning of women 
Ibr petit treason. It must ha?e been 
esactty coeval with that mdes of grievances 
nnd abases ansing from the febdal system, 
^hich were swept away by the statnte of 
Wards and liveries. 

We are called upon by the right hon. 
gentleman to make out some case of ne* 
.cessity which may justify the alteration 
of th^s law. Now, Sir, 1 really do not 
know what t$ meant by a case of ncc%K>ty 
In diHiuuing a point of ciiminal jurispru¬ 
dence. 'l can answer the question only by 
asking tmother. What necessity was 
there for repealiqg the law * de haeretico 
'epmburendo Wnai necessity was there 
for abrogatii^ the torture of • peine forte 
et durer’ Vfh'at necessity was there for 
changing the punishment of burning 
women for petit treason?—No necessity, 
but the necessity of ceasing to be unjust 
and barbarous; the necessity that a bu- 
mane and enlightened coontiy should no 
longer sufier its code to be disgraced, the 
Ibearts of its people to be hardened, or their 
jmlings to be excited against the adminis- 
fratipo of justice ; the only necessity which 
aw ^n exist for the abrogation of a pu- 
nSmment; but a necessity which must 
adways be considered by good men and 
wise law glveCs as imperious and irresisti¬ 
ble. We have been told by the right 
bon. gentleman of the mildness and lenity 
which fiave (faaraeterixed his M^esty's 
T*im. I most assoretily am not disposed 
to deny this. Bat what is the inference 
'made from these just commeodattons ? 
Why, that no part of the same spirit by 
which his Majesty has been actuated, 
oii|^ to intlueace bis houses of parliaf 
ment; that we are not to embody these 
farinciples, of which experience has proved 
the safety and the wisdom, into a legisla¬ 
tive nmaaure that we are not to adopt 
the humanity of the King into Our laws, 
stud leave it ae k secariiy to posterity 
^b^ainit the chances of a less leniebt go¬ 
vernor. This, f presume to think, is a 
alngvlar iaferetiee, and Hot the most natu- 
lal mode of showing our respect Cmt the 
ebit^ter of his Majmy's reign. 

On a Ittl^eet so plaia in itself, and on 
which ao mooh ability and leaiWg has 
beM dispIayM on this and on Ibmniroo- 
casiont, in this Ho'use, as that of confisca¬ 
tory laws, I should probably ‘‘have 
content with a aUeni Vhte, if 1 bad wot 


felt myself peculiarly called upon to take 
a part as a native of {Scotland, and a repre¬ 
sentative in this House of a respectable 
bod y of Scottish freeholders. The amend* 
ment of the right hon. gentleman, which 
proposes to preserve corruption of blood 
m treason only, reduces the measure to 
the exact sitoatiou in which it peculiarly 
affects Scotland; where forfeiture wan the 
ancient law, but where corruption of 
blood was unknown before the Union, and 
now snbsists only in rases of treason. The 
committee is aware, that neither in Scot¬ 
land nor in any other country in Europe 
was'corruption of blood known. It was 
introduced into Scotland by the stat. of 
Anne, c* 21, but it was introduced with an 
express proviso, that neither corruption 
nor even fuifeiture* should endure after 
the decease of the person then pretending 
to the crown. We are told by bishop 
Burnet, a credulous and prejudiced but a 
veiy honest narrator, that, upon the faith 
of this proviso, ibe meinbeis Sur Scotland 
withdrew their previous opposition to the 
Bill. They submitted to u on the as^u- 
rance, not only that the new law should 
be temporary, but, that the old grievance 
should perish with it. That they were to 
be delivered from forfeitures, oi winch the 
Scotch parliament had, a lew years before. 


* " l^rovided always, and be it further 
enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that, 
after the decease of the )>eraon, who pre¬ 
tended to be prince of Wales, during the 
life of the late king James, and since pre¬ 
tends to be king of Great Britain, and, at 
the end of the term of three years, after 
the’immediate succession to the crown, 
upon the demise of her premnt majesty, 
shall take efiect, as the same is, and stands 
limited by an Act made in Ihe first year 
of the ret^ of h» late majesty king Wil¬ 
liam the Third, intituled, * An Act tor the 
fiirtber Limitation of the Crown, and bet¬ 
ter securing the Rights and Liberties of 
the Subject,' no attainder for treason shall 
extend to the disinheriting of any heir, nor 
to the prejudice of the ri^t or tide of any 
person or persons, other than the right or 
title of ttie ofifender or offenders, during 
his, her^ on their oMural lives only : and 
that it shall and may be lawful for every 
^lerson or persons, to whom the right or 
mterert of mw lands, tenements, or here¬ 
ditaments, after the death of any wch 
offfmder or offenders, should or might 
tmve appertained, if no such attainder Sad 
been, tp enter into the same.'* . 
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in a statute of the year 169Q,* strongly 
condemned the principle, declaring it *' to 
be just, that every man should aufier for 
his Awii fault, and not the innocent with 
or (or the guilty." The title, of the 
statute of Annef is suflPicient to show its 
high authority. It was an Act for iro> 
proving the Uuiori of the two Itingdoms; 
aud it may be considered as a supplemental 
article ot the treaty of Union, in which 
the body of the statut’e was the stipu¬ 
lation proposed by England, and the pro¬ 
viso the condition orr which that stipula¬ 
tion was assented to by Scotland. It par¬ 
takes of the sairredness and inviolability 
of that national compact in which Scot¬ 
land resigned all her future means of 
resistance aud defence, and committed the 
treaty to the justice and good faith of a 
parliament, io which an irresistible ma¬ 
jority were the representatives of the 
other contracting party. We are told by 
Buinet, (vol. ii, foi. 522.) that he, on this 
occasion, proposed the abolition of all 
confiscatory laws. He was not supported, 
but the reason deserves the particular at¬ 
tention of the Committee. " It was ac¬ 
knowledged that this was just and rea¬ 
sonable, and fit to be. passed in good 
times; but since wc were now exposed 
to so much danger from abroad, it did 
not seem advisable to abate the severity 
of the law." By whom could that ac- 
hnowledgmeot have been, made? Cer¬ 
tainly by no other than by lord Somers 
and lord Cowper, who were then the 
guides as well as the ornaments of parlia¬ 
ment and of their conntry. They then, 
the framers of this law, pronounced that 
it should only be temporary. They ac¬ 
knowledged expressly in debate, and by 
clear implication in the statute Itself, that 
it was unfit to be permanent: they justi¬ 
fied it only as a temporary provision 
against the temporary danger of a disputed 


* Scotch Act, W. and M. 1690, xxxiii. 

Inasmuch as amongst other grievances 
lepreseoted to their majesties when the 
crown was tendered to them, forfeitures in 
prejudice of vassals, creditors, or heiis of 
intail were condescehded on as n great 
grievance, and that it is jost, that every 
man suffer for bis own fault, and not the 
inn ocent with or for the guilty." 

f 7 Anne, c. 21.--“ An Act for im¬ 
proving the Union of the two Kingdoms." 
•-.These different Acts are printed in Mr. 
Yorkers Coonderationl on (he Law of 
Forfeiture* 


ittccestiDii. Those who wouH perpetnaio 
the law; or .prolong it beyond the teaspo- 
rary danger, become, from that moow^t, 
the real mnovatora. In the year 174S, 
when a French invasion was again threat- 
entid, the duration of the Jaw was extend 
ed to the lives of the Pretender’s sons* j 
but this extension, which I cannot but 
consider as an innovation on the* law of 
England,' and a breach of faith towards 
ikotland, was not justified as a general 
law, necemary to the safety of society at 
all times.' It was justified on the express 
^ound, that the very same danger aroae 
from the claims of the Pretenders sons 
1743 as from those of their ffither id 
1703; that no new principle was intro¬ 
duced, but that a temporary lawvms pro? 
longed on account of the continuance of 
the same public danger under another 
name. This is sojEBciently proved by the 
enactment of tbe statute It is still 
more clearly established in those mom 
accurate accounts of the debates with 
which the public has lately been favoured 
in the judicious and valuable compilation 
of Parliamentary Histofy now issoing front 
tbe press. The ancient and permwMOi 
law was therefore abrogated in 1708.. b 
was again virtually condemned by bird 
Hardwicke in 1743, when he introdfi^ 
another temporary law, and tfaateby'nd- 
mitted that it was only a provMonat act 


* *' Section S. And whereas, in and 
by the said recited Act of tbe reign of bee 
said late majesty queen Anne, it is pro¬ 
vided and enacted, that after tbe deceafo, 
due. [^as above^l Be it further enactM. 
by the authority aforesaid, that the said 
proviso so made, by the last recited clause, 
shali not take place, nor have vuy ope¬ 
ration, force, or effect whatsoever, until 
after tbe decease not only of the, saM Pre¬ 
tender, but also of bis eldest, and all and 
every other son and sons." 

t ** Slat. 17 G. 2, c. 29, intituled. An 
Act to make it high treason to bold corres¬ 
pondence with t^ sous of tbe Pretender 
to his Majesty’s crown; and for attainting 
them of high treason, in case th^ shall 
land, or attempt to land, in Great Britain, 
or any of tbe oominions thereunto belong¬ 
ing ; and for suspending tbe opermion 
and effect of a clause in the Act of tbo 
seventh year of tbe Into queen Anne, for 
improving the uQion of the two kingdoma, 
reutttng to forfisitores for high .treason, 
until after the doceaaa of the sons of the 
•aid Protatder.’l 
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Against imminetlt ^Angei*, and not an en> 
actment fit to preserved in good times. 
Tbe ancient law had beep conai<)ered and 
condemned in 17Q}i ; it was then doomed 
to destraction after a fixed 4 >eriod; its 
nrinciple was prononnced to be inapplica* 
bU to the ordinary state of society :>-4he 
aacie declarations were solemnly ivpeatsd 
in 1745. These declarations rest npon 
the authority of lord Somers, lord Cowper, 
and lord Hardwiclte. The statute of 
3799, which perpetuated the temporary 
law, is the innovation. On the one side 
is the aothori(y of lord Somers, and of 
IbrdOowper, and of lord Hardwicke;—• 
the seosd of the king and parliament;— 
and the general judgment of the nation 
during fourscore years, the happiest and 
most enlighteni d in the history of man- 
l:ind.-—Qn the other is the authority of, 
the statute 39 George 3,* passed reemtibus 
i>dia amidst all the tumult, the anger and 
alarm of a rebellion just then suppressed 
in Ireland; a modern experiment of only 
fifteen years standing. 

It has been, astcejl why We do not carry 
our principLes to their full extent; why 
my non. and learned firiend, of whom 1 
cannot speak without expressing (be ho¬ 
nour and reverence in which I bold bis 
character, has not proposed the abolition 
of forfeiture as well as eorfaption of 
bipod. The objection, 1 must own. Is a 
aingolar one ; eapecially considering the 
high persons from whom it has fallen. My 
learned friend is perhaps the first man with 
the obnoxious character of a reformer, who 
was ever charged by the undistinguisbing 
advocates of establi^ment with being too 
minute and circumspect and fearful in his 
progress. The character given of my 
learned friend’s reforms is just; and it ap¬ 
pears to me to be a high cemmendatton, 
and a decisive proof of the candour and 
favour to which his proposals for the* 
amendment of laws are eiititled> as much 
by his character as by bis learning. . His 
gradual progress in the present case ii 
sufficiently jttstifiad by the general maxims, 
oT political prudence. Out thmre are also 

. . . “ . . *1 .».i ..swii I . 

* 19 Geo. 3, c, (l3. to repeal 

ae m«eh t>f an Act passed in the seventh 
year cf the reign of queen Anne, and also 
so much ^ an Act passed tn the seven¬ 
teenth, ymir nf the reigh of his late ma* 
jesiy king Oe«(|^ the second, as pets an : 
end to the forfeiture of inberltiutces npott 
attainder of treason, after the death ql ,thie 
Pretender and his sons, it 


substantial distinctions between forfeiture 
and corruption of blood. I myself indeed 
bold ail confiscatory laws, I will not say 
in equal disapprobation, but in equal ab* 
horrence. 1 agree with the parliament of 
Scotland, that the first solicitude of the law¬ 
giver ought to be to prevent the innocent ^ 
sufiering *»wuh or for the guilty;” but 
all others may not be of the same opinion, 
it is possible to condemn coriuption of 
blood and justify forfeiture. Enlightened 
and celebrated men have done so. 1 dare 
not call the distinction frivolous which was 
thought solid by sir Will;ara Biackstone. 
Independent of authority and opinion, 1 
must admit that there is a distinction m 
the nature of things. The law of for¬ 
feiture, unjust and pernicious as 1 consider 
it, has been adopted, 1 do not say sanc¬ 
tioned, by the example of most states; 
but corruption of blood is peculiar to 
England. It existed as a barbarous 
sophism in our law until its condemnation 
in 1703. It lemakied for fourscore years 
With its execfJtion respited, and it has 
since had a reupwed existence foi fifteen 
years; but in ,all these stages and forms 
It remained peculiar to England ; it had 
no excuse from the general opinion of 
lawgivers; it had no vindication from the 
general experience of mankind. 

Let it not however be supposed that 
my learned friend, as it has been most 
strangely supposed by the right bon. 
gentleman, has relinquished any of those 
general arguments against confiscation, 
which are now called " exploded and 
which he has forborne to urge only lie- 
cause he wished not to repeat, a thousand 
times repeated tale, " that the innocent 
ought not to auffier with or for the guilty” 
-—the sacred and eternal maxims of jus¬ 
tice, which we now pass over in silence, 
not because they have been answered, 
but because they have been urged for 
ages without the shadow or possibility of 
qn answer. But in forfeiture, bad as it is, 
the criminal .directly suffers the privation 
of his own property; and, if this were 
ill, justice would have nothing to object. 
The sufferers in consequence of bis for- 
ftiitare are bia children, the objects of bis 
mnderest afifeciton; and in this there must 
be admitted to be a sort of efficacy; aud 
aUhough it has detestable cruelty, yet it 
capaot be said to be either wholly im- 
pohent, or for its purpose foiHish. But the 
case is otherwise in corruption of blood: 
there, for the sake of inflicting^ the 'most 
trivia), evanescent, or ratiter inwginary 
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suffering on (he crjoiind, his relstioitt 
iihboin, who may nferer have beard of 
htm or of bis crimesi at a period too dis¬ 
tant for the possibility of example* are 
disappointed m hopes which in the igno¬ 
rance of the obscure crime of a distant 
anrestor, might have formed the basis of 
ail the pUns and arrangements of their 
Jives, 1 will Venture to affirm. Sir, that 
if a speculator had chosen to illustrate the 
principle of just punishment by contrast 
at well as by example, he could not have 
imagined «o apposite a contrast to every 
principle of just, of efficacious, and of 
exemplary punishment. If a philosopher 
were to imagine an Anti-Utopia, which, 
instead of the visions of benevolence, were 
to represent the triumph of the principle 
of evil, he would not fail to make corrup¬ 
tion of blood one of its fundamental Jaws. 
Forfeiture has its palliations and pretexts; 
but corruption of blood is a case of ex¬ 
quisite and unmingled injustice, in which 
the greatest possible sufihitng is inflicted on 
the innocent for the sake of a most improba¬ 
ble chance of inflicting the least possible 
suffering on the guilty. It is presumed 
that a man, impelled by tlw most furious 
passions of the human breast, engaged in 
the most daring and desperate enterprises, 
aure in case of failure of the destruction of 
his own life, is to be arrested in his career 
by the apprehension that he may, a cen¬ 
tury hence, deprive an unborn relation of 
an inheritance of which he has never 
heard. Most assuredly. Sir, the wildest 
sophist never ventured to rest the most 
visionary of bis speculations upon as¬ 
sumptions so groundless and ridiculous at 
those which are now gravely represented 
by statesmen and lawyers as a sufficient 
foundation for laws affecting the dearest 
rights and interests of mei^. 

We'are called upon to* name instances 
of the unjust operation of this principle. 
I think the honour of the law of England 
is a sufficient reason for its repeal but 
one instance of the injustice which it 
works has been mentioned by my learned 
friend when he moved for leave to bring 
in this Bill. Another was,lately men¬ 
tioned to me by a nght hon. and learhed 
friend (Mr. Plunkett) who baS been called 
bit professional duties to his native 
country; and who, if he were here, would 
himself have stated it with the eloquence 
peculiai to himself, and with the autho¬ 
rity belonging to his great talents and 
great character. It was the case of an 
^cer in his Mqjesty’a service, who ftll 


in battle aggftut the' Irish rabels, and 
whose children were deprived of their in* 
herilance by life attainder of one of bit 
relations engaged .in* that rebellion. ]j; 
was not enough that the children of tiita 
gallant officer were deprived of the car# 
and affection of their father; they were 
rqduCed to beggaty by the law of that 
country In the defence of which be fell, 
upon the very reasonable presumption 
that a leader of the rebellion was likely 
to be deterred by tender regard for the 
children of a relation against whom be 
was to draw bis sword in battle, and wbosp 
duty it was to destroy his life t Will 
be said that there is a remedy against all 
these inconveniences by an auplication to 
the bounty and clemency hf the crown, at 
least in that gieat majority of casies where 
the land will escheat to the sovereign ? 
Will the right hon. gentleman so, far 
forget the Imglish sentiments whtcb be¬ 
long to his name and his blood, as to offer 
such a topic to the House f Is it nothing 
that innocent children should be suitors 
and petuioners fm what they ought to 
enjoy by law ? I impute no harshness 
to the exercise of such prerogatives; { 
believe that the spirit of the age and the 
nation would render it impossible; but is 
It ‘fit tliat the auti-ehamber of a minishM' 
should be crowded with suppliants for the 
boon of their natural inheiitance? jfsthe 
Spirit of independence nothing ? Is the 
pride of conscious right nothing ? Is it n# 
evil to debase and enfeeble all those high 
sentinientB, flowing from freedom and‘ 
from justice, which have made us wbat 
we are, and have given us our place 
amongst nations ? 

I should have said nothing on the part 
of this measure that relates to felony, if 1 
had not been* called to that part of the 
subject Sy a singular argument of the 
right hon. gentleman. Struck and af¬ 
flicted, in common with other men, at die 
number end atrocity of murders late)|!: 
committed iu this metropolis, andW wbira 
the horrible details made some parts of it 
appear rather like dens of savages than 
the civilized capital o,f an enlightened 
country, the tight bon. geikdemati gravely 
argues that one of our seripos securities 
against these crimes M principle of 
corfoption of blood; thin these desperate 
ruffians, who were iib^ deterred from foW 
lowibg their sataff^ pas&ionS, and supply¬ 
ing tbeir cl|ibck^ wants, by any regard 
for' th#ir own lives or the lives of others, 
would be iSitbbeld from the perpetration 
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of such crimes bjr |he apprebensioti of the 
misfortune likely tb accrue to tbeir posterity 
fifty or a hundred years hence, in the loss 
of those ample inheritances, to which they 
would otheiwise have been entitled. 

To conclude, Sir, let me once more re* 
inind the Committee of the condition of 
this country when our ancestors thought 
fit to tolerate this unjust severity even for 
a' limited time. With my present opinion, 
fitmly convinced as I now am, that the 
Protestant succession was the bulwark of 
the liberties of England, notwithstanding 
my abhorrence of confiscatory lawsj if I 
had been then alive, I might have voted 
for the Statute of Anne, considering it 
rather as a menacing proclamation than as 
a penal law; considering also that the 
discussion was a trial of strength between 
the friends and enemies of the House of 
Brunswick, and that the piactical effect 
of-ihe m'easure at the time was that of a re* 
enactment and ratification of the Act of 
Settlement. These were the times in 
winch this princ'ple was suflered to con¬ 
tinue. The right hon. gentleman asks 
whether the present be times in which we 
ought to repeal Hi Lord Somers most 
answer for me. He has determined that 
it was an unwiae and unjust law in good 
tines.'* When wilt these good times 
come, if sie do not now see them i Was 
thet« ever a moment of more perfect una¬ 
nimity, of iuch general security, joy, and 
triumph? Never can any moment be 
more favourable for an extensive act of 
grgce, which might repair the conse- 
tmenres of former attainders, under which 
ibe'deserving descendants of many illus- 
atrious families labour j—for removing 
every brand of civil convulsion from the 
face of our happy society, and for effacing 
those few remains of ignorant barbarism 
which deform our code of state crimes, on 
the whole the roost reasonable and humane' 
in the world. It is at this moment. Sir, 
that the right of nations to be governed 
by ** strong kpd liberal institutions adapted 
to the knowledge of the present age'* has 
been proclaimed by a great monarch, 
whose name it is impossible to pronounce 
without catching some portion of that gra¬ 
titude and reverence with tyhieb his ac¬ 
tions have filled all Eujrape. These icii- 
portent words were ottered at the mo¬ 
ment of the roost splendid triumph re¬ 
corded in bialbry by the deliverer of 1^- 
rope from military tyranny;.by tlto re¬ 
storer of the independence of naUoni, in¬ 
cluding that of France, without whose sub¬ 


stantial and vigorous independence Europe 
can have no balance, and without whose 
internal tranquillity the can enjoy no se¬ 
cure repose: by him who has taken so 
glorious a revenge of those who Were bis 
enemies, that in spite of all the tralamities 
and disappointments of the last 20 years, 
we once more venture to entertain a faint 
and trembling hope that the French na¬ 
tion are about to atone for llieir faubs, and 
to be Comforted for their sufferings, by 
laying the foundations of a just and (why 
should I ill this House fear to' add }) a 
free government, on which tlue noble 
edifice may be slowly raised by wisdom, 
and by virtue, and by lime. It these 
great expectations should, even in some 
measure, be realised, we may hope that 
we at least have seeh the last military des- 
poti<>m ; the last sudden and violent revo¬ 
lution ; the last rancoiODS and fanatical 
wai: and the last as well as the most just 
and gencious of conquests, 

I'he Solicitor General (Mr. Serjeant 
Shepherd).—In riiiug, for the fiist time in 
this House, I mbit trust to your kind in¬ 
dulgence (Hear* hear!) in my endeavour 
to submit to your consideration my rea¬ 
sons for dissenting from the aigumenU of 
the hon. and learned geiiileman who spoke 
last. 

If 1 rightly understood his reasoning, it 
was contended that the proceedings of the 
legislature in the year 1708, with respect 
to the con option of blood, were an inno¬ 
vation upon the common law, and that the 
eminent statesmen of the last century 
were averse from any admission of the 
corruption of blood, except as a temporary 
expedient in cases of treason. How my 
hon. and learned friend could arrive at 
this conclusion J certainly am at a loss to 
discover; for, upon the slightestcoosfdera- 
tion of the statute, it must, 1 think, appear 
that, so'far fiotu being an innovation, it 
was a restoration and re-enactment of the 
law as it stood previous to the year 1708 
wheJ3 the Act passed the legislature. It 
was not remedial but declaratory. How, 
jpon any other principle, can it be sup¬ 
posed that cpTtuption of blood continued 
attached to attainder for felony? Does 
my hon. and learned friend imagine that 
the great statesmen to whom he has al¬ 
luded thought it expedient that this stigma 
should be permanent in the case of com¬ 
mon felonies, but temporary only in the 
case of treason ? The'conclusion at which 
1 should have arrived would have been 
far different. 1 ahould have inferred that. 
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as corraption of blood .«a» sufTerod tocon-> 
tinue in cases of felony, it was glear that 
it was not condemned in all cases. I should 
not .have' supposed that these, eminent 
statesmen thought it requisite to provide 
greater security against the commission of 
common- felonies than against high treiOi 
son. 1 should not have thought that the 
traitor was a greater object .or legislative 
protection than the felon; ,or that a tem¬ 
porary promulgation, a peculiar notifica¬ 
tion of sflaw, was intended by the legis¬ 
lators to be construed ia|p a virtual re¬ 
peal: and if these my conclusion! were 
not adopted, 1 should have asked whether 
a greater concession could fairly be ex¬ 
pected than that this provision was intro¬ 
duced as a sort of compromise betweeh 
the then conflicting parties, with an un¬ 
derstanding that the permanent effect of 
the law should be left to the calmness and 
consideration of future times ? The argu¬ 
ment, therefore, of the hon< and learned 
genileman appears to me wholly to fail, 
and to leave the question bntoucbed.. Not¬ 
withstanding this argutn^t, 1 cannot but 
think that the question Is it or is it not 
expedient that this punishment should 
continue part of our law ?’*. remains unal¬ 
tered. But even supposing the accoupt 
given by the learned and hon. member to 
b.e correct as far as it relates to Sqptlanti, 
may 1 venture to ask, by what sort of 
generalization does it follow that the emi¬ 
nent authorities whom be has cited passed 
the same condemnation upon the ancient 
law of England. If they did, it is, to say 
the least, very singular that in the reign of 
George the .2nd the term of its operation 
eboutd have been extended. To this, ipo 
deed, it bas been said, .that ibis extension 
was permitted upon the same principle on 
wbieh it wasoTiginaliy introduced ; and that 
the legislatupe, which thought this sanction 
necessary during the life of the PretondCr, 
considered the necessity as not altogether 
removed during the lives of the Preten¬ 
der’s descendants. Be it so. But then is 
it. 00 ^ marvellous tb.at in the year 1799, 
when the descendants of the Pretender 
were dead, and no probability •existed 
ef any iotermption of the tranquillity^ of 
this country frofn their claims, that no 
ingenuity then discovoivd that this law 
was an innovation, and, upon Uiat ground, 
objected to its being made .a permanent 
enactment? The fact isji that.the tempo¬ 
rary provision was.tbe innovatioh, origin- 
nting in, a compromise between the .con¬ 
tending pturtiea: and fheae cpiileations 


being, faapp^y for us, at an end, I cannot' , 
bnt think it is that the taw s^puld bp 
restored to its ancient form. 

The hon- and learned gentleman ba| 
urged upbn us -the repeal of various op¬ 
pressive laws as a ,reason why the anti«*' 
quity of a law ought hot to be considered - 
as ati obstacle to its aboliiion:—be has 
reminded us of the writ “ de hsereticU ~ 
combureiido,” of the burning women for 
petit treason, and of the '• peine forte et 
dure.” In the propriety of having.' re¬ 
pealed these laws there cannot, I am sat^ 
fied, be any hdicessity for me to state .t.ba% { 
concur as fully as my hon. friend ; but 1 
cannot agree in the* general conclusiotf 
which he has Reduced from these wise in- 
. stances of legislative interference, i cer¬ 
tainly am ready to admit that the anti¬ 
quity of a law is not of- itself conclitsiva 
evidence of its justice anU expediency. 
But the antiquity of a law, im far from * 
being exclnded from'dor consideration, 
ought, as 1 thintc, to raise such a pfesjump- 
tion in its favour, that every legislature, 
calmly and deliberately studious of the 
public welfare, ought to look wi|h great 
jealousy ' upon any piropOsed inijy^va- - 
tinn. ]iJpon .the antiquity of the, fitv'of 
corruption of blood, notwithstanding, ifie 
ingenuity of ibe.hon. gentlemap, hbl^bf 
can,,I conceive, be "entertained : .M 

not in, ils antiquity alone, much ^ %om 
this cause it is entitled to copsideratipit,. 
that this law stands : it is supported, .ail .i^ 
appears to me, upon the frequent'apprbiia- 
tipn of the legislature, as well, as upon the 
principle on which it is founded. 

The general law bf corruption of blobd 
bu not been regarded "by parliament as a 
dead letter; but has for ages, and from 
time to time, been recognised by the ler 
gislature by a, variety ol laws to be'found 
Upon our statute books; and by-this re¬ 
cognition of the general principle of this 
law, it has to my mind been confirmed and 
strengthened with the authority ofre,* 
enactment. - The general law of cbrr|tip- 
tioA bfblopd was reqoghised so early as m 
the reign of liehry the third, in a statute 
which passfd in the ninth year of that 
reign, and where there are peculiar* pro- 
.yisidns .j'especting esdbeat., From that 
Act of parliament dpsiiin^^to the present 
tinie there, are a va^etjr<^. instances of the 
same; recognition.^ Ahitobgst .others, ti 
cannot escape ooj^ recoHection that, in the 
creatitm of receni felonies, there are fre¬ 
quent iqxcepffdnii^f Corruption of blood,; 
excepfiqni wh^cb of themselves recog- 
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Aite and confirm the law itgelf. From 
the antiquity then of this iaw* from its re> 
peated recognition by the legisiatnre* not 
only in the ninth of Henry the third, one 
of the earliest ih our statote>book, but 
during the long interval since that period 
and down to the reign of his present Ma> 
jekyy in which it was again confirmed—I 
do say, i>ot indeed that we are precluded 
{^rom an examination into the Soundness 
of the principle of this.law, but that we 
are called' upon not hastily,, not unad¬ 
visedly, to relax a law unattended with 
practical evil, and which' may have been 
productive of incalculable good. Let it 
be remembered, too-, that the operation of 
this daw is confined to a well-convicted 
traitor; and it will, I am sure, be admit¬ 
ted that a well-convicted traitor is not en¬ 
titled ,to much consideration from this 
House'Or fi-ona the country. 

But it is hot the antiquity or the recogni¬ 
tion of this law that alone demands iu 
preservation. It stands ’as firm upon 
principle, as it is entitled to respect from 
its long duration. 

It hap been said that, from the nature of 
• this )aw, it's severity is not confined to the 
oShnder, but extends, after his death, to 
his ipnocent posterity. Lot us not be 
misled by sneh appeals. Xho infiiction of 
punishment is always a cause of sorrow. 
It is a sad necessity to which, for the. pre¬ 
servation of the community, we are reluc¬ 
tantly obliged to resort. It would be well 
if the obiigatiens of moral duty were suffi¬ 
cient to curb the licentiousness of vice and 
controul the turbulence of misguided pas¬ 
sion. But as long as crime exists it must 
be restrained. It is not the strength of an 
individual but the strength of society 
which must prevail.—The infiiction of pu> 
nisbrofent is, I say, always a cause of sor¬ 
row. It is so even when it falls only upon 
the guilty. Far deeper most be the sor« 
row Tor misery which the guilt of an of¬ 
fender entails upon his family but the 
question is" in both cases the same.—Is it 
necessary for the preservation of society ? 
Ibat it IS, I am folly convinced. There 
arje men who, heated by ambition or infu¬ 
riated by malice, arc self-regardless. The 
thrut oif personal injury is no obstacle to 
tbe madness of headlong passion: nay. it 
sometimes, from a sort of false courage, 

' has been Imovi^n to augment it. It is not 
death alone, but ihe bitterness of death,. 
by which sucb ollenders can fie arrested 
in their progress. 4^fld are'we, from our 
own distress, not to call in aid the sympa- 


tbies of mankind to check tbe excesses of 
guilt ? Are we not to controul the worst 
passions by the influence of the best af¬ 
fections? Tbe effect of such influence 
upon the minds of parents may be, in 
sonie sort, conceived by ihc distress which 
strangers feet in investigating the princi¬ 
ples of -the law itself. 1 am, therefore, 
convinced that this is not any reason why 
corruption .of .blood ought to be taken 
away upon convictions for treason. 

The hon. and learned gentleman, aware 
of the consequences which must follow 
from bis reasoning, has judiciously allowed 
that, if you rCnfiove corruption of blood, 
the abolition of forfeiture ought to follow. 
If so, I beg to a.sk to what length ihe hon. 
and learned gentleman purposes to push 
his plans of reform ? Why, let me ask, in¬ 
stead of changing by piecemeal,-instead of 
altering the edifice brick by brick, doe.c 
not iny hon. and learned friend come fur- 
ward and at once apprize parliament of 
the full extent of bi.s proposed alterations i 
When this is done, the House will not 
have any difficulty' in determining upon 
the expediency ot his plans, and how far 
we ought to countenance these changes: 
but, till then, we ought 1 think cautiously 
to look upon these proposals. 

With respect to the case of tbe officer 
in Ireland,'to which suchaforcible appeal 
has been made by the hon. and iearneti 
I gentleman, I shall only say that [ cannot 
think it a fair mode of reasonirtg. to re¬ 
quire that general laws should be repeal- 
• ed, because in a few particular instances 
their eflect is attended wkh hardsiup. 
This has been foreseen by all lawgivers, 
who, knowing tbe infinite subtlety of 
human action, have not been unacquainted 
with the impossibility of including every 
case within any law: and, by our consti¬ 
tution, we well know that a provision ia 
made to diminish the evil by Vesting in 
the crown a power to suspend the general 
operation of laws when likely to be pro¬ 
ductive of individual hardship. Ls it ne¬ 
cessary for me to ask the hon. and learned 
geAtleman, whether, in modern times, the 
•crown has not always interfered in favour 
of mercy ? I will venture to say that the 
use which. has, in the cases of escheat, 
been made during this reign, of this pre¬ 
rogative, has not been to augment the 
public revenues^ but first to secure the 
‘ creditm's the suflerer, and then to res- 
'cue his family from thgt plunder to whicit 
upon hia death and the wreck' of his for* 
tunes, they would have been exposed. 
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With respect to corruption of blood in 
casi^of treason, 1 am, therefor^, de,cidediy 
of opinion that, it ought not, on any ac¬ 
count, to be taken away : and then, as to 
mOrder, it appears to nie to be ui^neces- 
sary to add to the observations which 
have already been made ^ indeed I cfinnot 
think that a convicted murderer is a per¬ 
son for whose welfare we can feel much 
anxiety. 1 therefore shall support the 
amendment. • 

Sjp Samvel iZomii/y.—The speech of my 
hon. and learned friend has given me 
much concern, mixed however with some 
satisfaction. I am concerned to find that 
he is opposed to me, and 1 am still more 
concerned to learn that I ant to have him 
for an opponent to other measures, for the 
improvement of the law, which I may 
hereafter bring forward ; but I feel satis¬ 
faction ill finding that his opposition will 
be conducted with that liberality which he 
has evinced to night, and which any body 
who knew him would have expected from 
him. ' , ■ 

1 cannot, Sir, consent to llie alteration 
in the Bill which has been proposrd by 
the riglit him. gentlcmati; not that I am 
in the least disposed to render lenient the 
Jaws against treason and murder, but be¬ 
cause it appears to me that corruption of 
blood is not a fit punishment for any 
crime, and that it has none of the proper¬ 
ties of punishment. Punishment should 
be inflicted on the guilty, but this falls 
entirely on the innocent. Punishment 
ought to follow soon after the commission 
of live crime, fhat the idea of both may be 
connected together, and that the punish¬ 
ment may operate to prevent crimes in 
future.: liut corruption of blood often pro¬ 
duces its effects many generations after 
the cpme has been cointniued, and when 
the crime and the criminal hare been long 
forgotten. Whether punishment should 
be inflicted or not, ought .never to depend, 
upon the pleasure of private individuals, 
and those unconnected with the person 
who ha.s suflered by the crime; but Cor¬ 
ruption of blood to interrupt the transmis¬ 
sion of an estate never can take' eflect but 
when the ancestor is negligent enough to 
die without a will j for he i$ allowed to 
devise the estate to the very persons who 
are not perniitted to .inherit from him; so 
that it depends upon accident or neglect, 
whether this shall or shall not be a punish¬ 
ment. All punishments by the constitu¬ 
tion of this country the king has the power 
of remitting; but corruption of blood he 
Tol. XXVllI. Appendix. 


cannot pardon, because it u( ponaidor^ 
merely as esebam, dind in many instance* 
it confers right* noton the crown, but oh 
private individuals. When my learned^ 
friend stood forward to preserve this part 
of our law, Idid.^I confess, expect that be 
would at least liave taken notice of these 
difficultieib and. have given some reasotui 
why a punishment BO anomalous, so much 
at variance with every other part of our 
criminal law; should still be continued 
as a part of it. *• 

If this be.a fit law, it is fit that it'sh^’^H' 
be the law of every part of the kin^ooi 
there is no reason why treason and 
should not be as eflectually prevented in 
Kent as in every other county of England;' 
and yet in Kent, where the custom of 
Gavelkind, the ancient law of , £iligl;xnd».» 
prevails, there is no corruption of b|ood' 
for any oflence.' The riglit hon- gentle¬ 
man was mistaken when be supposed that, 
this was amongst the most ancient oUc 
laws ; it wa.s unknown in this country till 
it was introduced with other oppressive re¬ 
finements of the feudal tenares by our 
Norman princes. But the antiquity of 
the law is really not worth inquiring iato..j; 
the more ancient any criminal law; the 
less likely is it to be founded on just and 
rational principles. Strange indeed would 
it be, if the experience of ages, and die 
progress of the human understanding had 
improved every science but that which 
of all olber.s, the most imporiant^ to man¬ 
kind, the science of legislation.' 

The Solicitor General has 'denied that 
the great men whose aui^orrty my learned 
friend near me has relied on, those who 
framed and supported Act which de¬ 
clared that corruption of blood should 
cease upon the death of the descendants of 
the Pretender; he has denied that their.' 
authority can fairly be cited as condemning 
the doctrine : but he says they left it to 
prevail in all cases of f'eluny, though.they, 
consented to abolish it after a time In t^p 
c.i.se of treason; and it, would' bc..,'d 
libel, be says, uponi them to suppo|e tblt^ 
this, which was to reipaln the la>w a* to* 
the less offence, was not, accord^g to 
their intention, to be.also the law to the. 

greater. This inconsistently,. hovyever, 
mere certainly was in tjitair proceeding, 
since they left cdrrt^tiQn of Wood perroap 
nent in the case of felony, though they 
made ititemporary only in tlie case of 
treason. ' Bui.no u^ht they foresavv, that 
when,it had ccii^iied to be the consequetic*' 
of 'treasj^, it^ yrduld necessarily be abo- 
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litbed by the leeututore as a consequence take place after this Bill passes into a lair, 
of felony. Such JEtfr. J. Biackslone umler* in the same manner and in all the same 
stood to have been their view of the sob- cases as it does at pfesent. It was fur this 
ject; for in the last chapter of his Cum- reason that, when 1. introduced the BUI 
tuentaries, where he passe.8 in review the into the Hous?, I omitted to say any thing 
several changes and itnprovemenls which of the law of forfeitures; and from this 
have successively taken place in our laws silence it is that the right ho'n. gentleman 
a^ constitution, in enumerating the bene- infers that 1 admit that ^the argument for- 
ficial alterations which have been made merly used as to the injustice of a law 
since the Revolution, he mentions, after which punishes children fur the crime of 
the Bill of Rights, the Toiera'tion Act, and their father is lo be considered us an ex- 
the Acts for securing the independence plodcd argument. So far am 1 from con- 
oftbe judges, and for regulating trials,for sidering it as exploded, that 1 should rather 
high treason, •• the hope that has been af- say with my hon. and learned friend near 
forded to posterity, that corruption of me, that it is an argument which remains 
.blood may one day be abolished and for- unanswered, and is unanswerublo. 
gotten.’* Such was the opinion which All confiscations funning part of a sen- 
tbis learned judge entertained of those tence by which death is inflicted are 
laws, and so important did he think it that founded, in my opinion, upon the greatest 
this doctrine should be abolished! injustice. To confiscate the property of 

When indeed I am charged, as 1 have the criminal whose life is left untouched, 
been, with a desire to alter what has been is to take from him the means by which 
so long the law of the land, and which is the enjoyments and comforts of life arc 
represented as so valuable a part of it, let supplied; hut if the law deprives him of 
me at least be alloweil to say that I have life also, the forfeiture can only affect thpsc 
the fullest authority of Mr. J. Biackstnne, whom he leaves behind him. Upon them 
that thisalteratioii ismustdesirabie. " This alone the punishment falls; and if the of- 
corruption of. blood," he says, *' is one of fender be at all afi'vcted by it, it only as 
those notions which our laws have adopted he may feel and be aillicted for thena. 
from the feudal constitutions at the time Almost all punishments, indeed, extend 
of the Norman conquest; and as every beyond the criminal against whom they 
other oppressive mark of feudal tenure is are directed. The greatest criininals have 
now happily worn away ip these kingdoms, often deserving relations and connexions 
jt is to be hoped that this of corruption of who sympalliize in their sufierings, and 
blood, with ail its connected consequences, wdio, tiiough perfectly innocent, tiins en- 
oot only of present escheat, but of future duie a part of the punishment: but this 
incapacities of inheritance, even to the arises from the nccessaiy imperfections of 
twentieth generation, may, in process of all human institutions. In the law, how- 
time, be abolished by act of parliament, ever, of forfeiture, this, which is an una- 
Aiid indeed the legislature has, from time voidable evil, but which all wise legisla- 
to time, appeared very inclinable to give tors would if it were possible avoid, is the 
way to so equitable a provision, by enact- very principle upon which the law pro- 
ing that in certain treasons respecting the ceeds. The direct punishment is inflicted 
papal supremacy and the public coin, and on the innocent, and it is by sympathy 
in muny of the new made felonies created*' alone that the guilty is aflected, if he be 
since tire reign of Henry the 8th by act! at all aflVeted by it. To the most obdu- 
uf parliament, corruption of blood shall | rate and hardened it is no punishment at 
be saved. But as in some of the acts for j alt; to the less criminal, to those whose 


creating felonies (and tho.se not of the 
must atrocious kiiK)} this saving was neg- 
4ecled‘or forgoiten lo be made, it seems to 
fibe highly reasonable and expedient to 
antiquaie the whole of this doctrine by 
4>ne lUndistiiiguisbing law." 

. i did not. Sir, expect that upon this oc¬ 
casion we shouUI have had any discusaion 
upon the. law of forfeitures. That law, 
.whatever he il.s merits and whatever its de- 
J^ts, is wholly untouched by the Bill now 
our discussion; lorfeivures will 


mind.s are not callous to all sense of virtue 
nnd of humanity, if to any, it can operate 
as a punishmeni. You choose fur the in¬ 
strument of your moral tortures the best 
feelings of the human heart, and aggra¬ 
vate and enhance your punishment in pro¬ 
portion 38 the subject of it is less an object 
of detestation. 

M. de Tourreii, a French lawyer who 
lived under Louis 14, and who was greatly 
distinguished as a man of letters and a 
scholar as well as a lawyer, in an elab.9' 



c?3tv] 4mm(Uri^1^hnjfan4l^m. Anii^5, 18|4. .^clxvi 

rate defence of foReitute, siiys, « II faut they add that tjhere dan be no ^oubt that 
percer le toeur du p4re dans If sein ilu fila/' in the cage which has been stated to have 
A more horrible seMiimfijt can hardly be occurred dorin]B[ the last rebellion in Ire- 
iinaKined, and yet this is without disguise land, the crown ree'ffed the estate to the 
the law.of forfeiture. It is true that the »child of the officer who had fallen in re- 
detender.s of this law, when they are told sisiing the rebels. Why, Sir, in many 
of those countries in which children were cases the crown has not the power to do 
made by^ their deaths to atone for the this; and the very gentleman who thus 
crimes of their fathers, express horror at reminds us of the clemency of biaM^jesty, 
such examples, by which they only show as that on which we may safely rely, in 
that II is the degree not the nature of the the same speech telfs us (with what con- 
injusiice at which they are shocked. They sistency it will be for him to sbow) tfixt 
would not consent to do so yreat a wrong we should remember that by sutli a law 
as thus, and yet every argument that they as this we shall take away the profit of 
use is as well calculated to justify that escheats from lords of manors. It is in- 
greater wrong, as the inferior injustice to deed the peculiar absurdity of this «s a 
which they arC willing to become parties, penal law, that it is not forfeiture to the 
A passage was cited the other night crown,.bot escheat to the immediate lord; 
from the “ Consiileratioiis on the Law of that whether u shall be inflicted, and" to 
Forfeitures,” a.s high authority upon this what extent, depends not on those who 
subject. I have the greatest respect for are acting on behalf of- the public and re- 
the memory of the author of that tract; but sponsible for what they do ; but on private 
from all that I have heard of his great ta> individuals, who may be governed otdy 
lents and endowments, 1 cannot but think by their own narrow views or immediate 
that it will be much to be lamented if it is interests. 

by*tliat work principally that he shall be My learned friend hss said that he ob- 
known to posterity. The great argument jects to this mode of proceeding, to thus 
upon which he relies is, that inheritance is bringing these subjects one by one befewe 
to be considered as a right in the ancestor the House, and he says that be should be 
of transaiittiiig his estate to his posterity, disposed to say, Tell us the whole extent 
and I hat of that right he may justly bede* of what you intend; and the right bon 
prived for his crimes. The power of alie- gentleman the other night said that 1 ought 
nation by devise or otherwise is properly to present my whole system at once; or, 
considered as a right; but how the sufier- in other words, that I should come down 
ing property to go in the course which the to this House, and propose for its conside- 
law has ordered can be so considered, it ratton an entire new criminal code. Now, 
is very difficult to conceive. A right is ! Sir, I have no intention to adopt any such 
that which may or may not be exercised; j course. In the first place I am not piii- 
but the course of descent from one from i sumptuous enough to suppose myself qua- 
whoro the power of alienation is taken ! lified for any such task; and in the next 
away, is that overwhichhe has nucontroul, | place, if I were, I have no new system to 
and which he can neither direct nor pre- propose, nor do I think that any is wanted, 
▼ent; and yet by this artificial sulxlcty of As a general »y‘4em, I have as much ad- 
depriving a criminal of the right of irans. miration and respect for our criminal law 
mission, it is that this law of forfeiture has as the gentlemen themselves can have. In 
been principally defended. Upon the that 83 'sieni, however, there is, in my opt- 
subject of corruption of blood the author nion rnu^b which calls for improvemebt j 
of that work has himself declared in a and as 1 am not on the one band.-xatn 
letter to Mr. J. Blarkstoji/r*, wtuch has | enough to think that I could subsithtt# a 
been already mentioned in this House, ; better in its place ; so, on the other, net- 
lhai he did not mean to give any opinion i tber will the observations of the 'learned 
against the expediency of abolishing it. J gentleman, nor those which I hkve beard 
B'lh the gentlemen say that we have in other places ftom persons whose tmi- 
in the mild and meioiful administration of netit stations give their sentiments the 
jusiice which has prevailed during the pre- weight of authority, prevent me, as long 
sent reign, a sufficient security that this as I have a seat in this House, from drawii^ 
law will not be used oppressively; and from time to time the attention of tltn 

—---—— House to particular parts of the law wbtCb 

* See sir James Mackintosh's explana> may seem to luU to wlmit of and to require 
tioD, p. clxix. aheratiuti. Improvement and reform. It 
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is in this way, as it appears ro me, ttrat 
any t'Krirtionsuf .mine can beittftst u&efuliy 
made Ore^t and txieii'ive iiitpro^enieitts 
and retorms cannot with much propped ot 
success be undertaken by those who ai'« 
«iot in official situations. Success in au< h 
attempts i« reset ved ibr those who are ad¬ 
vanced high in authority over their feilow 
kubjtcts; and it is this privilege atone; 
it is the power ailbrded them of being ex¬ 
tensively useful to their fellow creatures, 
of increasing present, and soit'ing the 
seeds of future happiness; of being faith¬ 
ful servants of their country, and dis- 
guished benefactors to mankind, which can 
make high and eminent stations, to any 
well constituted mind, objects of ambition. 

The right Iron, gentleman asks, if this 
is a proper liirte to bring forward these 
innovations. Really, Sir, 1 know nothing 
in the present condition of this country 
which makes such a measure unfit now to 
be enttrtaiued : nay, on the contrary, if 
ever there was a time in which it was 
peculiarly proper to entertain and encou¬ 
rage any attempt to reform our laws, and 
to improve the condition of the people, it 
is the present. Long has Europe been a 
scene of ckrnage and desolation. A 
brighter prospect has now opened before 
US: a wiser policy than that which has 
long prevailed is now likely to be adopted: 
the jealousies and ill will which have pre¬ 
vailed between rival stales are Hkcdy to 
subside, and nations will begin to discover 
the sources of prosperity to themselves in 
the pi asperity of their neighbours; and 
in the. liberties of surrounding countries 
addiiional secuiitics for their own. The 
CorKjuest of territory and the trophies of 
war will cease to be objects of ambition. 
But, as has been nobly said by the greatest 
poet tiiat this country, or perhaps the 
world, has. produced—> 

--Peace has her victories • 

' Not less renowned than those of war— 

Victories over those baneful prejudices, 
.and..mistaken notions of policy, which ^ 
hfivein .all ages been nearly as destruc- 
'4jve of the happiness of men as the sword 
ipf the conqueror*—Victories, such as this 
ikalioo obtained, when by us its represen¬ 
tatives' it prociaimed to the world that 
there waa an end to that lucrative but 
cruel trade in human liberty, and life, in 
which we had too long participated—Vic¬ 
tories where the shouts of triumph and of 
tliaiiksgivjug ascend to heaven pure and 
'^disturbed by groans uf the dying, 
nr by lamentations over the dead! 
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One thing more 1 *ught to take notice 
of: The right hon. gentleman says, that 
no case has lately occurred, which shows 
any inconvenience from this law. Sir, it 
is not necessary to produce any such case, 
since it is upon general grounds, and not 
in respect of any particular occurrence, 
that (hrs interposition of the legislature is 
called for. The truth, however, is, that 
a case has very lately occurred, and is 
still Uepeiiding, in which the crown has. 
as 1 think very harslil}', insisted upon a 
claim founded on this law. In the reign 
of George the second, a woman was con¬ 
victed at Oxford of a murder. An estate 
which devolved upon her, has been held 
from that time to the present by different 
purchasers who have paid lire full value 
for It; and now, at the distance of above 
half a century, the crown has set up a 
claim to the estate, a.s having escheated to 
the crown by the attainder of the mur¬ 
derer. But the most singular circum¬ 
stance is, that the person who has given 
to the crown the iiilurination on which it 
is proceeding, is the very woman who was 
attainted, and whd, haring received a par¬ 
don, is now at a very advanced age still 
living. And ibe*circuinstance in the case 
which appears to me to Ire one of peculiar 
harshness is tins: The present possessor of 
tlie estate, a Mr. North, desired that he 
might be permitted to disprove the fact 
on which the claim of the crown was 
founded,—not the fact of the attainder, for 
of that there was no doubt,—but the alle¬ 
ged fact, that the estate was held of the 
crown,—he insisting that it was held' of 
another lord, and that the escheat was to 
him, and not to the king. Although the 
inquisition which had been taken was an 
ex parte proceeding, in which Mr. North 
bad had no opportunity whatever of de¬ 
fending his property, the crown resisted 
his request; insisted that the estate should 
I be taken from him, without allowing him 
to make any defence. It was not till after 
a hearing in the court of chancery, in 
- which 1 happened to be counsel for Mr. 
North, when the court decided against the 
crown, that Mr. North was allowed to tra¬ 
verse the inquisition, or, in other words, 
to be pemitted to defend himself, and to 
sliow by the evidence in his possession 
that the crown bad no title. The traverse 
went flown to be tried at the last assizes, 
but the trial has been postponed. What 
in this proceeding can be found calculated, 
as all pumsbments should be, to prevent 
the comwisMoq of crimes i As a penal 
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law, thin cannot be justified ; oji no other 
principle does* any one attempt to justify' 
it, and I tberefure confidently hope that 
it will he abolished. 

The Holit'itor General .—I rise merely to 
correct a mistake of my hon. and learned 
friend with respect to this case of Klizii* 
beth Wisdom.—as, unless 1 have been 
much inisinforined. Air. North purchased 
the estate with full knowledge of the^ob¬ 
jection to the title. It was, I believe, the 
son of the woman' who committed the 
murder; and the mother had intimated 
her intention'-to endeavour to substantiate 
a clanii. .She was infiwmed by some pur* 
chaser to wiiom it had been transferred, 
that she could not enforce it in a court of 
justice. Tlie crown in consetjut nte inter¬ 
fered, and'(Claimed the property as an es¬ 
cheat, to prevent its being withheld, by a 
purchaser acquainted with the nature of. 
the title, from the descendants of the of¬ 
fender. This, so far from being oppres¬ 
sive ought surely to be cited fis an act of 
justice and iin'icv. 

ISir A'. Hnmjilu.-—'SSy honourable and 
learned friend will pardon me for saying 
that he has been misinformed as to the 
facts of this rase, with which, from having 
.seen ibe proceedings before the Loid 
Ohanrellor in the causC where 1 was con¬ 
cerned as counsel, 1 am well acquainted. 
It certainly was not the son but the 
mother who was convicted of the murder: 
and with respect to the other statements 
made by my hon. friend, I can only say 
that, if they existed, they did not appear 
when the matter was. publicly discussed 
Upon the application to the court of chan¬ 
cery. 

Sir J. Mnckinloth .—It is perfectly ob¬ 
vious that the case of this W’uman is equally 
conclusive against the law, on either of 
the .statements which have been made of 
the facts. On the one statement, the 
prerogative was employed to defeat a 
fair purchase; on the other, it rvas ne¬ 
cessary to prevent injustice. 

1 cannot help remarking, that of the 
two aotboriiies, ancient, and modern, 
usually cited in justification of confiscatory 
laws, the ancient is now generally con¬ 
sidered as spurious, and the modern is in a 
great measure disclaimed by the author. 
The letter of Cicero to Brutus is rejected 
by the most learned critics; nod Mr. 
Yorke, in a letter to Mr. Justice Black- 
stone, in the maturity of his judgment and 
his fame, more than twenty years after hhi 
Consideration! on ibe Law of Forfeiture, 


requests the learned commentator to strike 
out ail. reference to a juvenile wor^k,*' 
and particularly statra, that it was his ob¬ 
ject to explain the principle of the law, 
without enquiring whether it had not 
been " carried too far.'’ As this letter 
had reference to those parts of the Com¬ 
mentaries which related to corruptioo of 
hlood, it is clear that Mr. Yorke did not 
desire to be any longer considered as a 
patron of that law; that he did not regard 
his riper judgment as pledged by the ar¬ 
gument of a juvenile publication for x 
temporary purpose; and that bis great 
authority is ’ to be deducted from the 
topics which are pleaded in support .of 
confiscation in gonerat, but - more espe¬ 
cially of corruption of blood.- 

Air. Prestun —It is incumbent on every’, 
lawyer to pause iiefore he cOo.sents to the 
rejection of a word of tlie measure now 
under consideration; or before he suffers a. 
single word to be iniroduced into the Bill, 
which may have the efiecl of narrowing 
or curtailing, in the smallest degree, the 
ofieration of tiie repeal now proposed. 

1 lament at all liine^ the system of half 
measures, which would repeal a. law in 
part, and in part leave it in Operation : as. 
was done in the Nullum Tempus Act, 
which, though intended as a boon to the- 
public, and an act of munificence from 
the crown, cannot, on account of the qua¬ 
lifications imposed in-the act to the benefit 
of this law, operate with eiliect, in one in¬ 
stance out of a hundred of those to which, 
according to niy apprehension, it wac 
intended to apply, for the relief of thjU 
subject. 

Every lawyer considering the questiott 
before the House, must in |he first place 
bring the ancient law to his recollection. 
Then, and theti only, can he be enabled fo 
judge how far the present measure is or is ' 
not an innovation upon the ancient law of 
the land.' For my part, as far as 1 under¬ 
stand the subject, 1 think that, to pass the 
present Bill, would instead of being to in¬ 
novate upon the ancient law, be to restore 
and revive that law. Whoever chooses to 
pursue the subject, will find that escheat 
was unknown to the law of this country 
in the time of our Saxon ancestors; it was 
introduced by the Nortoan conqueror. 
Escheat brooghtwiih.it the barbarous prac¬ 
tice, operating not against the olfiiader, 
but against the mesee lord, of the forfeiture 
of the year, iday, and waste; a waste car¬ 
rying with it every possible spoliation, by 
destroying the bouses, ploughing up the 
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. aeadowt'and pastures, and rooting up the 
woods; thus changing the condition of 
liiie property by erwy species of dele* 
rieration. 

It was said that escheat was pari, and a 
necessary part of the punishment: if so, 
all l.can say is, that it is kss like punish¬ 
ment than injustice. The year, day, and 
araste did not operate as a punishment 
against the ontiiuler. It operated against 
the lord; and the escheat punished the 
heirs, and not the offender. No escheat 
took place in the lifetime of the offender, 
his death must precede the completion of 
a title by. escheat. On attainder for 
treason, every thing the pany can enjoy 
is forfeited Irninedtately on' the attainder, 
aiid with relation to the time of the of¬ 
fence jcomniitied. - 

In felony, the extent of the forfeiture is 
as to real property of the rents and profits 
of the lands, for the life of the attainted 
person, and the year, day, and formerly 
waste; and this svaste was enforced with 
so much rigour and wantonne-ss, that it was 
the subject of one of the articles in the 
Magna Charta .of king John, and repeated 
in the Magna Charta of Henry d. 

As the law of corruption of blood now 
Stands, brothers of an attainted person may 
be.beirs to each other, and yet neither of 
them clan be heir to his uncle, .'or to his 
grandfather; and in consequence of sod¬ 
den death, or accidental revocation of 
wills, the grandson, or the nephew, may 
by reason of the attainder of hi.s father, 
and though he had sufl'ered the judgnieutof 
the law, be excluded from the inheritance 
of the uncle or the grandfather. Thus the 
father does, if escheat be punishment, for¬ 
feit that which he never had to enjoy, and 
that which he never could give.—Even 
supposing a man to be convicted and at¬ 
tainted, and a pardon to be granted to 
him, still he and his children born before 
the attainder, remain liable to the disa¬ 
bilities arising from corruption of blood. 
The person attainted, though pardoned by 
the king, never can be heir to any pne: 
neither can any of his children born pre¬ 
vious to the attainder, be heir to his par- < 
doned father, or to any one who was the 
ancestor of his father. But the children 
burn .alter the pardmi are inheritable - to 
atty ancestor, and even to their father; 
since, from the time of pardon, the father 
becoine.s a$ it were -a new man: corrupted 
as to his blood upwards, but from the- 
date of the pardon, his blood is not cor- 
r«(pt^ downwards, .as to children born 
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after the pardon. Even after the pardon, 
the children in existence before and at 
the time of the attainder, though in them¬ 
selves equally innocent with those born 
after the pardon, can never be heirs either 
to their parent thus pardoned, or to any 
one of bi.s ancestors. 

Therefore, when an attainted person 
dies, having a pardon in his hand, and 
leaving a son born previous to the pardon, 
and also a child born after his pardon, the 
estate must escheat. Nothing could de- 
Keod to the youngest child, because Ute 
son born before the attainder was alive, 
and disabled. Bu^ if the eldest sun born 
previous to the granting of the pardon, 
should have died in the lifetime of his 
father, and, without issue, then and then 
only can the youngest son.inherit. And 
is this a t'hing lit to be cotitinued for the 
regulation of piopei ty in a country emi¬ 
nent for the justice of its laws ? and is 
it not reasniidble, that a law introduced 
from its fitness to a stale of society, 
founded on military tenure, and the iieces- 
•sary connections between the lord and 
tenant, should be altcMred, and adapted to 
the times when we are become a commer¬ 
cial country ? Nor is the law equal or ge¬ 
neral in its applicatinp. In Kent, felony 
is not a cause of escheat. Besides, estates 
tail may be ertjoyed by the descendants 
of persons attainted of felony ; and a map 
may take as heir to an estate tail, though 
he himself or though his father had been 
attainted of felony, or even of treason. 
Thus supposing an estate to be settled on 
a man and the heirs of his body, if that 
person be guilty of treason and convicted 
and attainted, there would be a for¬ 
feiture of the estate. But if the same 
person be guilty of felony and be at¬ 
tainted, that is not a forfeiture of more 
than the rents fur his life. .His issue 
may take after his death. Nor does the 
law, arising out of the corruption of 
blond, ronfine its operations to the issue 
claiming as heirs by right of descent. It 
even aflects the issue, as entitled by pur¬ 
chase. For example: if a grandfather 
make a gift to the right heiis of bis son, 
under whirh the descendants of the son 
are to take as purchasers; though the son 
he dead before the gift, or should after¬ 
wards die, the descendants of the son 
would be excluded from the benefi< of 
this gift; on the technical ground ihat the 
blood was corrupted, and the children did 
not for that reason answer the ciiai after of 
heirs. If one of two daughters be attaint- 
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ed, at.d ihen the father die intestate, 
one.graiid-claugliter may take half of the 
estate, as halt an heir; and the other 
half of the estate v\ ill escheat. Bitt if the 
gift be in >de by the graiuir.iiher V’ 
right heirs of his son, and one of the 
rand-daughters he attainted, the graml- 
aijghier who was not attainted would he 
excluded, merely because her sister was 
attainted. 

Also though the descendants may take 
as heirs under an eiuail, notwiih-sianding 
the. attainder of the ancestor, it is at least 
questionable, whether the same person, 
who might undoubtedly claim under a gift 
to his father, or through him as heir of his 
body, can take when the gift is to the heii> 
of the bodj', as the persons to whom the 
gift is made in the first instance! 1 could 
mention twenty other instances of the 
greatest inconvenience, absurdity and con¬ 
tradiction, arising out of this law of cor¬ 
ruption of blood. Indeed, instances of 
tills inconvenience and absurdity occur 
every year; though these instances do 
not meet the public eye, because it is not 
iU to promulgate the tiefeers of titles. 
Such being the principles, such the conse¬ 
quences of the corruption of blood, the 
business of the lcgi.>lature seems to me to 
be, rather to meet the evil before the case 
of particular hardship calls for its inter* 
position, than provide for the case when it 
shall have actually occurred and taken ef¬ 
fect, * and then by an ex post facto law, to 
aUer rights, which already exist; and di¬ 
vest interests which are already vested. 
For one, I disapprove of these-ex post facto 
laws; and I never remember the case in 
Wilson without regret, or without consi¬ 
dering it a violation of the principles of 
legislation. It was formerly the law, that 
no person should make title, as heir, 
through an alien; exactly as the law now 
is, that no one shall derive a title by heir¬ 
ship through a person who is attainted ; 
and yet, feeling the hardship of the case 
of Mr. Strachan, a natural born subject, 
deriving his descent, through Swedish, and 
consequently through alien parents, a law 
was passed, giving to all natural born sub¬ 
jects, though descended from aliens, tlie 
privilege of being heirs to their ancestors: 
and the effirct of this law. nras in the par¬ 
ticular case, to take a very large property 
from the person who had acquired a vested 
right as heir, under the law as it stood 
when the descent took place; and the like 
would probably be done, at a future period, 
in the case of a person impeded in bis 


title to be., heir by the attainder of some 
very remote ancestor: and rather than 
allow the law to be thus harsh.against tb« 
drscemlanis of atiaiihed person-s, and al¬ 
tered when hard circumstances should re¬ 
quire It; is It not much more-fit, that par¬ 
liament .should pass one general l)il[, fof 
restoring all such rights, rather than pro¬ 
vide, for particular case.s after .they have 
taken place ? Ilutnage and fealty aie.now 
generally expluded if not entirely done 
away in practice : and )o them rather 
than forfeiture, U corruption of blood 
ascribahle in principle. It vvould not, in¬ 
deed, be so much an object deserving of 
interference of the legislature, if ibe pro¬ 
perty weiii^on every escheat to the croWn, 
since the crown might make restifmiun to 
deserving objects. But as the e.scheat is* 
often to the mesne lord ;• and the crown 
or any person or power, except the Jegis- 
turr, cannot under any circumstances, and 
though satisfied of the innocence of the 
person who has been attainted, or the 
hard.ship to the person whose de.sceni is 
impeded by the corruption of his blood, 
relieve the heir, by removing the disabi¬ 
lity or restoring to him the estate ; and 
mesne lords are often disqualified by lu¬ 
nacy or infancy, or from their limited in¬ 
terest, to waive this fruit of tenure, it is 
expedient that the law should be altered. 
Upon the whole, considering the hard¬ 
ships brought by this law, on innocent 
persons; considering also the difficultleis 
III which it may involve purcdiaseis de¬ 
riving their tithes through persons whose 
blood may be corrupted by the attainder, 
of some remote ancestor; a fact which 
purchasers have seldom any means of as¬ 
certaining; I am clearly of opinion,.it 
would be better to pass the present Bill, 
without any qaabfication. 

Mr. Lockhart.-—I lo one of the objections 
made by the rigiit hon. gentleman by 
whom tlie amendment has been proposedi 
the objection arising from tiie caution with 
which we should innovate when we cfHH 
.sider the antiquity of a law, admitted 
the hon. and learned geniteman-who has 
just sat down, to be as old as the Norman 
Conquest, I have not heard any satisfac¬ 
tory answer. We have, indeed, been re¬ 
minded of the alteration of the law de htgi 
retico comimrtndo, of the peine forte et durCt 
and the punishment of women hi cases of. 
petit treason. It i.s true that, these lavvs 
have, on account of then- barbarity and. 
injustice, been repealed; but i cannot dis¬ 
cover that their repeal aUui ds ahy analogy 
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for the repeal of ^he law intended to' be 
ailtered by Ihe Bill now befbre parliament. 
Nor has any ftise'been made odt, except 
indeed the case at Oxford, to demand our 
interference*' A woman tried and con¬ 
victed of Aliirder id 1747, pardoned and 
iiever heard of for between forty and 
6 fly years, suddenly starts op, and by the 
prerogative of the crown claims the pro¬ 
perty to which at the time of her convic¬ 
tion, fifty-three years ago, she was pos¬ 
sessed. 1 think we need not be much 
alarmed at the probability of the recur¬ 
rence of a similar case, or that such an 
insulated instance calls for the interrup¬ 
tion of the regular course of law. 

The ,bon. and learned gentleman who 
has brought this Bill into parlfament, has 
*mid that the law of corruption of blood 
does not partake of the nature of punish¬ 
ment, and therefore it ought not to exist. 
To a certain extent I am disposed to ad¬ 
mit the coirectnusK of this position. I cer¬ 
tainly 'am ready to allow that the mur¬ 
derer, thd midniglu assassin, will not have 
more care for tlu fortunes of his posterity 
than for the life which he ri-es to sacrifice : 
—~bot the case of high treason appears to 
me to be very diflerent. The traitor, the 
man disposed to commit high treason, is 
often lolly and high-minded, actuated by 
inordinate ambition, and ready, at the risk 
of his own life, to secure distinction and 
attain power:—upon such men disgrace 
has its most powerful operation. When 
•uch men reflect upon the ignominy with 
which they will braird their families; 
when they consider how they will, as the 
French term it, ••fidtrer” brand their de¬ 
scendants, it appears to me that the con- 
‘ scibusness of this opprobrium may repel 
them from the commission of the crime 
which they meditate.—Upon this distinc¬ 
tion 1 think that, although an alteration of 
the law as it relates to the crime of murder, 
ought to be sanctioned by parliament, 1 
cannot approve of this alteration in the 
case of high treason : and it is some satis¬ 
faction to me to reflect that the same sen¬ 
timents seems.to have been entertained 
by Mr. .lustice Blackstone, who, in speak¬ 
ing of the propriety of extending the pe¬ 
nalties of high treason to the crime of 
coining, says, This confounds the dis¬ 
tinction and proportion of offences; and, 
by affixing the same ideas of guilt upon 
the man who coins a leaden groat and him 
who assassinates his sovereign, takes off' 
that horror which ought to attend th,e very 
mention of high treason, and makes it 
more familiar to the subject.” 
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The question being called, there ap¬ 
peared, ^ 

For the Clause as it originally stood 47 
For the Amendment. 32 

Majority for the Amendment....}. —15'^ 

Mr. Yorke then proposed that tlie alte¬ 
ration of the law should not extend to 
murder or petit treason. 

Mr. C. W, ffym.—l most object to this 
further amendment proposed by the right 
bon. gentleman. I cannot think that, be 
the effect of corruption of blood in the 
rase of high treason wliat it may, any 
possible good can result from ccmiinuing 
corruption of blood, either in the rase of 
murder, which is genc‘rally committed by 
lawless depravity, or in the case of petit 
treason, which is coiifiiieit to murder com¬ 
mitted by a wife or a servant. It cannot 
be supposed that suchoffendeis wilt be de¬ 
terred by the dread of a los.s which may 
be sustained by some of their onborn de¬ 
scendants. Why then continue a law 
which can punish only the innocent for 
the crimes of guilt? which, altiioogh re¬ 
membered indeed for centuries as a spe cies 
of conveyance, can operate only when the 
crime and rrimlna! have long been for¬ 
gotten ?—What property are the heirs of 
a servant likely to inherit, by the loss of 
which he can be deterred from the com¬ 
mission of murder? Why, Irom such spe¬ 
culations, are w-e to add to the wretched¬ 
ness of the innocent ? Surely his case 
needs no aggravation, to whom the crime 
and its penalty are alike afflicting. He 
has lost one parent by the worst of crimes, 
he is to lose another parent by <he most 
ignominious of punishmcn!.s, and the law, 
which redresses all other grievances, 
makes him an orphan. 

Mr. Bathurst .—It appears to me to be 
advisable that murder should be exempt 
from the operation oftheBill; for, although 
it may be true that, in general, this crime 
is committed by offenders not likely to be 
deterred by any disgraceful lo.ss of pro¬ 
perty, yet it must be remembered that, 
in such cases, the law could scarcely be 
supposed to be attended with evil: whilst 
m cases where the culprit possessed pro¬ 
perty, the effects of the Bill might be 
most beneficial. The instance of lord 
Ferlrers and various other instances mi«ht 
be stated to prove, what is indeed indis¬ 
putable, that this crime is not confined to 
poverty, but extends to persons who. fiom 
their education and rank, may be iiiffu- 
enced not only by a regard for the inhe¬ 
ritance of ilieir property by their descend- 
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ants, but by a feeling for the character of 
their families, which must be stigmatized 
fgr ever by their crime. I am ready tp 
admit, that cases of tndiridual hardship 
may exist; but this is the inevitable con> 
sequence of ail human laws; and, although 
a very proper reason for vesting the pre¬ 
rogative of pardon, cannot be a reason 
why a law which has existed from the 
most remote ages, should be broken in 
upon and abolished. I therefore, Irum its 
lamentable friMpiency, think that the law 
ought not to be altered with re'^pect to 
murder; and of course, that it ought not 
to be changed for the more aggravated 
oifeiice of petit treason. 

Mr. J*resion.—U' (he frequency of the 
crime is a reason for not altering the pu¬ 
nishment. it ought then, for tlie same 
reason, to exist in those felonies which 
are far more frequent. 

Mr. Yorke .—I am well aware, that some 
persons have treated with contempt the 
doctrine, that property is the creature of 
the state ; it is not, boweter, by any con¬ 
tempt, but by argument alone that I can 
be convinced, that society has not a right 
to regulate the laws of descent. Society 
has this right, and has dclermmeJ, pio- 
perly 1 think, that no subject shall be en¬ 
riched from a corrupted or tainted source. 
How can the gentlemen, who have argued 
for the repeal of the law of corruption of 
blood, justify the law of forfeiture ? which 
operates with greater hardship as for¬ 
feiture falls upon his children, but cor¬ 
ruption of blood generally falls upon 
iriore remote descendants. As the com¬ 
mittee has decided that the repeal ought 
not to extend to high treason, we shall 1 
hope, be of opinion, that it ought not to 
extend to petit treason or to murder. 

Mr. H', 'J’hc piinciple, for which 

the right hon. gentleman has contended, 
is capable of being extended to every 
crime. 

The galleiy was again cleared. 

For the Amendment...ft 

Against it...39 

Majority for tlie Amendinent — 2 


Debate on the Bill to alter the 
Punishment or High Treason.— 

25, 1814. 

The Bill as it was proposed by sir 
Samuel Rorailly, was as follows 

" Whereas it was expedient that the 
VoL. XXVIll. Appendix, 


judgment required by law to be awarded 
against persons convicted of High T|^a|otb 
should be altered : . 

•• Be it therefore enacted by the 
roost excellent Majesty, by and with tTi.e 
advice and consent of the I,ords spiritual 
and temporal, and Commons, in this pre-' 
sent parliament assembled, and by the 
the authority of the same, that tt|e jui^- 
ment now by law given againstjpersont 
convicted or attainted of High Treason, 
shall be no longer awarded; but'th:^. 
In lieu thereof, from and after the 

the judgment to be 
awarded against any person or persona 
convicted or attainted of the* crime of 
High Treason, shall be, that such person 
or persons being so convicted or attainted 
as aforesaid shall be severally drawn to the 
place of execution, and be there banged 
by the neck until he, she, or they be seve¬ 
rally de^ ; and that the body or bodies of 
such person or persons shall be at the dis¬ 
posal of his Majesty and his successors. 

*' And be it further enacted, that front 
and after the it 

shall be lawful for his Majesty and his 
successors, if he or they shall think proper 
after judgment upon any conviction or at¬ 
tainder of High Treason, by warrant under 
the hand of one of bis Majesty’s principal 
secretaries of state, to direct, that the per¬ 
son against whom such judgment ^all 
have been awarded, instead of being 
banged, shall be beheaded; and it shRll 
be lawful for the sherift' or other person 
having the charge of executing the said 
judgment, to observe the directions con¬ 
tained ill such warrant.” 

Sir Samuel Romilly, having moved tlfe 
order of the day for the House going into 
a committee on the Bill to alter the pu¬ 
nishment of bigh treason, and the House 
having accordingly resolved itself into 
such committee, Mr. Gordon in the 
chair: 

Sir Samuel Romilly .—I rise. Sir, to move 
that after the words in the first clattie, 
" drawn to the place of execution,” there 
be added the words “ on a hurdle.” 
These v/ords make part of the present 
sentence in cases of treason, and have 
been omitted in the Bill merely by mis¬ 
take : it does not seem necessary that 
there should be any alteration in liie law- 
in this respect. > 

This amendment was accordingly 
agreed too. 

Tbe fintt danse, by which it is eimcted 
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Aat the coDvicled or attainted person or 
pimoiu •' shall seTerally be drawn to the 
place of execution on a hurdle, and be 
^ere hanged by the neclc until he, she, or 
tliey be severally dead ; and that the body 
or bodies of such person or persons shall 
be Vt-the disposal of his Majesty and bis 
Stecessnrs,'* having been read, 

^ Mr. Yarke ,—It is well known, Sir, that 
fhe sentence of the law, as it now stands, 
against persons convicted of high treason 
besootfor many years been fully .exe¬ 
cuted. But if the punishment for this 
ofi^Bce is to be left in the state in which 
it is proposed by the present Bill to leave 
it, the punishment annexed to high treason 
will, in that event, be less than the punish¬ 
ment annexed to murder and other olTences 
of asimiiar class. 1 shall therefore propose, 
to addition to hanging, the separation of 
the bead from the body, after the person is 
dead, as a fit punishment and appropriate 
stigma in cases of high treason. The 
amendment, which it is my intention to 
move, will be to tue following elTect: that 
after the words " hanged by the neck 
until he, she, or they be severally dead,” 
there be added these words, “ and be 
then beheaded and that “ the head or 
beads and body or bodies of sucli person 
or persons shall be at the disposal of his 
Majesty and his successors.” The law 
as it now stands directs the separation of 
the head from the body while the party is 
still alive. I propose to alter the sentence 
bydirecting that be shall be hanged till 
he is dead, and then that the head shall be 
separated from the body. I do not pro¬ 
pose to strike out the clause which gives 
tbe King power by warrant to alter the 
punishment to that of beheading, although 
if tbe beheading is restored, this is per¬ 
haps hardly necessary, as it is by remitting 
every part of the sentence but beheading < 
that the punishment is now mitigated by 
the crown. . . 

Sir Samuel /Zamt7^,->-Though J cannot 
approve of tbe amendment of the right 
hw. gentleman, yet it is not my intention 
to oppose it. I cannot think that any 
jS^d effects are produced by the disgust- 
mg spectacle which is now exhibited; and 
vrhicn the right hon. gentleman desires to 
preserve, of holding up the bleeding head 
of tbe criminal to tbe view of tbe specta¬ 
tors. On the contrary, I believe that the 
worst e&cts are produced by it We are 
« coastitoied by nature, that aUch ^ec- 
tacSes oi norror are seldom beheld by any. 
persons with impunity. I shall not, how- 
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ever divide the cbmmittee, as I have little 
prospect of its being of any avail. The 
right hon. gentleman is, as I conceive, 
much mistaken in supposing that the be¬ 
heading of trailers at present takes place 
under the king’s power to remit part of 
the sentence, although that notion is cer¬ 
tainly countenanced by lord Cuke, and in¬ 
deed by lord Hale too. There are several 
instances of the crown ordering women 
convicted of treason to be beheaded, al¬ 
though the sentence pronounced on them 
was that of being burned alive; and be¬ 
heading formed no part of it. In the 
case of Mrs. Lisle, who petitioned king 
James the second, that she might be be¬ 
headed, the only mercy for which she pre¬ 
sumed to hope, was, that she might be 
spared the torture of being burned alive. 
The king professed to doubt whether he 
had any power so to alter the sentence; 
and he did not grant the prayer of the pe¬ 
tition till he had consulted the judges, and 
they bad removed his scruples. Tliis no¬ 
tion, indeed, of remitting a part of the 
sentence, might be so used as to aggra¬ 
vate instead of mitigating the sentence. 
As the law now stands, the traitor is not 
to be beheaded till after he is embowelled; 
and. consequently till after he is dead. To 
declare that he shall be beheaded.while 
he is aiive, is in truth to alter the sentence, 
not to remit pari of it. If the crown were 
to remit every thing but the embowelling, 
by which the criminal would have to 
sutler that punishment while he was in full 
life, and before his sensibility was at all 
deadened by strangulation, could that be 
called a mitigation of the sentence ? The 
truth is, as Mr. J. Foster has stated, that 
this prerogative consists in substituting, 
with the consent of the convict, a milder 
in the place of a more severe punishment. 

Mr. Whitbreud.—-\ can easily conceive 
why my hon. and learned friend does not 
choose to divide the committee on the 
amendment propo.sed by the right hon. 
gentleman opposite. For myself, how¬ 
ever, I must protest against tht* very word¬ 
ing of the clause; and 1 am convinced 
there i.s not a gentleman in the committee 
who does not feel disgusted at it. 

Mr. Yorke .—I can only observe, in an¬ 
swer to what has fallen from the last 
speaker, that when we are making laws 
for the infliction orpuoishihent on oflenders 
of the very worst description, we must ne¬ 
cessarily use those Words (or others like 
them) at which tbe hon. gentleman ii so 
much shocked. It seems, however, a 
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little extraordinary, when rneasurea of learned mover credit for the purity of hii 
this kind are under discussion, that gen- motires. I amaatisfietl that he wisbea weil 
tbmen should feel their tenderness and to the public, and trust he will do- mo 
consideration so strongly excited for the the justice to believe that 1 wish so ton* 
criminals whom the laws were meant to 1 am sorry that on this subject 1 have tbn 
curb and control, and that they should misfortune to difler from the hon. a nd 
have no regard at all for the evils to which learned gentleman, whose extensive knowf 
the public might be exposed, were it not ledge of the law, and whose great expen 
for these v«iy enactments. (Hear, hear, rience and ability, are entiued to the 
hear! from the treasury benches.] In the highest respect. I repeat that 1 never 
case, for instance, of a successtol rebel- meant to attribute any thing, in the most 
lion, where war was levied within the distant manner, improper to him per- 
realm, wiiat evils would not the country sonally; and 1 conceive that he has bean 
be subjected to?-—how many houses might led into a greater degree of warmth and 
not be burned?—how many murders might severity in his reply than the occasion 
not be perpetrated ?—how many rapes called for. 

might not be committed ? These dreadful Mr. Whithredd.^1 must protest ag ainst 
and alarming considerations are, it appears, the insinuation that it has ever been anjr 
all forgotion in commisf>eration of the part of my principle, either of feeling inr 
traitor. The criminal is the only person of action, to protect traitors or treason; 
for whom gciillemen seem to feel. [Hear, but yet 1 must repeat, that 1 cabaot hear 
I] without horror and disgust the wordiug of 

Sir S. Romilljf .—Surely if there be any the clause which has just been read, 
justice in the right hon. gentleman’s ob- The right bon. gentleman who has last 
servatioiis it applies to himseif as well a.s spoken (Mr. Yorke) hasoften expressed bis 
to us, .since he consents to abolish the most readiness to assistin therevisioo of the Jaws; 
cruel pai i of the punishment, and is thus but when hu conies to contribute to the 
guilty of what he so loudly condemns— much desired work, so limited is his as- 
commisseratiun for the traitor. Never in- sistance that we may see how little he 
deed was a more unjust imputation thrown practically regards the general assurances 
on any one; for though 1 should not be of which he is so liberal. (Hear, hear I) 
ashamed to feel coiii|iassion even for a It is a most extraordinary circumstance in 
traitor who was about to suffer the sen- the present day, that though there is not 

fence of ibe law, yet the truth is, that 1 a man in the kingdom wlio wishes to ob- 

bave spoken only of the t ffect produced tain a correct opinion on a point of law, 
upon the spectators, and not of the suffer- however complicated, however dear the 
ings of the criminal. Whatever altera- interests it may involve, who will not cheer-, 
Uons I hdve. proposed in the criminal law, fully appeal to niy hon. and learned friend 
whether judicious or not, have bad for (sir S. Romilly), whose theoretical know- 
their object to prevent the commission of ledge has been fortified and confirmed by 
crimes, and not, as the right hon. gentle- the most extensive experience; though 
man would insinuate, tu give indulgence to there is not a man in the country who 
those who commit them. In condemning would hesitatf; to trust in the hands of tny 
us, the right hon. gentleman condemns learned friend, his estate, bis reputation, 
himself; and to be consistent, he should or hi.s life; regarded as he is in those 

struggle to preserve all the bonible courts where be practises, in those placet 

cruelties which now form part of the ap- where he is best knowm, as most eminent 
pointed punishment of traitors. in legal knowledge and periional integrity • 

Mr. Yotke, —I do not think that the yet, when he comes into this House to 
observations which fell from me deserved propost any improvement upon that law 
such strong animadversion as they have of which he is acknowledged to be so corn- 
met with from me hon. and learned gen- patent a judge, he from that moment is 
tinman. What I said was called for, as 1 the objectof jealousy and suspicion; from 
conceived, by the statement of the hon. that moment is be opposed and pointed Bt 
member (Mr. Whitbread); and 1 certainly as a most weak or dangeronsinnuvator, m 
never meant to insinuate that the hon. and one indeed whose ignorance or malice 
learned gentleman, or any other indivi- would do ’ mtsobief to the country. The’ 
dual, harbours a wish to protect the guilty labours of my ben, friend, however, have 
Bt the expense of jiwtice or of the public not beep without effect, though the benefik 
gooff, 1 am rare 1 give Ura hen. and lo the public has not kept pace with bki 
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xqcertions. Tbe speecbes which he has 
when be has introduced his dif> 
feimitr propositions, have not been thrown 
a^ay. Si^e of the alterations which he 
has proposed be has efi'ected ; and if his 
Hfe be spared, 1 have little doubt that he 
will p^severe till he has acomplished the 
whole object of bis praiseworty exertions. 
But still hitherto he has laboured (compa¬ 
ratively speaking), in vain—resisted as he 
has been even by those who best know his 
merits, and are compelled to acknowledge 
them. “The right hon. gentleman (Mr. 
Yorke) has said, that those who support 
the Bill wish to lessen tbe punishment of 
high treason to such a degree that the 
ptmlic intereaU will he endangered. And 
what does the right bon. gentleman him¬ 
self prbpose, to avert this impending 
danger ? Why, to leave the dead body at 
the disposal of the King! to have the head 
cut oil'after the criminal has been hanged! 
itnd that the head also should be ai the 
disposal of his majesty! Scenes such as 
the proposed enactment must give rise to, 
are not itt to be beheld by reasonable 
beings. Well did my hon. and learned 
friend say, that men could not ga/,e on 
such spectacles with impunity. Tbe prin¬ 
ciple is exactly the sam.e as that which 
led to the disgusting spectacle which 
about two years ^o. after the dreadfol 
murders at Shadwell bad been committed, 
disgraced the streets of the metropolis. 
At that lime tbe police were taught to 
varry through this city, in triumph, the 
dead body of tbe suicide, surrounded by 
the instruments with which he was sup¬ 
posed to have committed his bloody deeds, 
arrayed in all the circumstances which 
can inspire horror and excite disgust; a 
spectacle as useless to tbe public as it was 
oflensive to its feeling.* Tbe enactment 


* The following account of this spec-* 
tacle is ’ extracted from one of the news¬ 
papers i from which it appears that this 
insiilt to public feeling did not originate 
in the indiscriminate indignation of. an 
fitfuriated' populace recoiling from crime; 
l)ht it was a deliberate act sanctioned by 
CCrWii officers of justice before, apiy trial 
of tne guilt of the accused suicide. 

iNTEltMEMT 0> WSSXIAMS. 

The premature death of . Williams hav¬ 
ing defeated the ends of that justice, with 
which it is probable from the verjr suspi- 
Pious circumsfances that have tfapspired, 
this wretched man would have been over¬ 


in question is of a piece with this exhibi¬ 
tion, and both are as injudicious as the 
spectacles themselves must be disgusting. 

Mr. Yorke —Tbe hon. gentleman itfho 
has just sat down is utterly wrong in attri¬ 
buting to me any new enactment. Of a 
part of tbe old law 1 disapproved, and- 
therefore 1 acquiesce in its repeal. I do 
not propose any new enactment in its 
stead, but to retain a part of that same 
law, as it has been softened down and 
adapted to the practice of modern times. 

Mr. liaikurst.—h is welt known to the 
House, that a part of tbe punishment an¬ 
nexed to the crime of murder, and a part 
too which is never dispensed with, is, that 
the bodies of the criminals shall be deli¬ 
vered over to the surgeons foivdissection. 
'I'here cannot he a doubt but that this 
enactment has been productive of good 
eilects, as it is a well known fact, that no¬ 
thing contributes in a greater degree to 
deter the lower classes from the commis¬ 
sion of the crimes of murder, than the 
feeling of abhorrence arising fiom the 
idea of being dissected. The question 
here is, if the repeal of tbe punishment of 
decollation will not tend to diminish, in 
the minds at least of the lower classes, that 
abhoriencc generally felt at the punish¬ 
ment of treason. Or will it be said that 
there is any thing in the nature of the 
crime of treason, which should exempt it 
from a punishment less severe than that 
which is now attached to tbe crime of 
murder i — In cases not very remote, 
namely, those which occurred during the 
late rebellion, the punishment now by¬ 
law attaching to the crime of treason was 
actually enforced. The hon. and learned 
gentleman (sir S. Komilly) himself has by 
the present Bill left the body at the dis¬ 
posal of the crown ; and all that has beea 


taken, the magistrates came to a resoluUuR 
of giving the greatest possible solemnity, 
and publicity, to the ceremony of interring 
this suicide. 

About ten o’clock on Monday night, 
Mr. Hobinson, the high constable of the 
parish of St. George, accompanied by Mr. 
Machin, one of tbe constables—Mr. Har¬ 
rison, the collector—and Mr. Robinson’s 
deputy, went to the prison at Cold Bath 
Fields, wiiere4he body of Williams, being 
delivered to them, was put into a hackney 
coach, in which the deputy-constable pro¬ 
ceeded to the watch-house of St. George, 
known by the naooe of the Round-about, 
at the bottom of $bip-eUey, The othec 
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proposed by my right bon. friend (Mr. 
Y»rke) is decollation after tbe criminal 
shall have bung by tbe neck till he is dead. 

Mr. W. Smuh,^l submit to the judg* 
meat of the House, that the right bon. 
gentleman (Mr. Yorkc) is clearly in the 
wrong, when he aitribuies to any of my 
hon. friends on this side of the House, any 
motive so pernicious as a consideration for 
the criminal without any regard fortbepub* 
lie. So far is this from being the case, that 
in reality t he ob^tion of my hon. friend 

three gentlemen followed in another coach, 
and about 12 o’clock the body was depo¬ 
sited in the black hole, where it remained 
alt night. Yesterday morning, about 9 
o'clock, the high constable with his at¬ 
tendants, arrived at the watch-house with 
a cart, that had been fitted up for the pur¬ 
pose of giving tbe greatest possible degree 
of exposure to the face and body of Wil¬ 
liams. A stage, or platform, was formed 
upon the cart by boards, which extended 
from one. side to the other. They were 
fastened to the top; and lapping over 
each other from the hinder part to the 
front of the cart, in regular gradation, 
they formed an inclined plane, on which 
the body rested, with the head towards 
the horse—and so much elevated as to be 
completely exposed to public view. The 
body was retained in an extended position, 
by a cord, which passing beneath the 
arms was fastened underneath the boards. 
On the body vt'as a pair of blue cloth pan¬ 
taloons, and a white shirt, with the sleeves 
tiTcked up to the elbows, but neither coal 
nor waistcoat. About tbe neck was tbe 
while handkerchief with which Williams 
put an end to his existence. There were 
stockings, but no shoes upon his feet. The 
countenance was fresh, and perfectly free 
from discoloration, or livid spots. Tbe 
hair was rather of a sandy cast, and the 
whiskers appeared to have been remarka¬ 
bly close shaven. On both the hands 
were some livid spots. On the right hand 
side of thehead was fixed,perpendicularly, 
the maul with which the murder of the 
Marrs was committed. On the left, also 
in a perpendicular position was fixed tbe 
ripping chisel. Above his head was laid, 
in a transverse direction, upon the boards, 
the iron crow; and parallel with it, the 
stake destined to be driven through the 
body. About half past ten the procession 
moved from the watch-house in tbe fol¬ 
lowing order 

Mr. MulWf constable of Shadwell; 


(Mr. Whitbread) is wholly on the^rt'^ 
the public, his whole anxiety and 
ration being that the feelings of the ptiblic 
shall not bdln the 6rst place shocked, 
then deteriorated. This is the whole blb~ 
ject which my hon. friefnd bad in view by 
the objection which be made to the di^ 
gosling spectacle of decollation, h ap¬ 
pears to me that there is a very obvious 
way of usefully altering this part of the 
punishment. Tbe right bon. gentleman 
who has spoken last alluded to tbe prac« 


Mr. Harrison, collector of king’s taxes j ', 
Mr. Lloyd, baker; 

Mr. Strickland, coal-merchant; 

Mr. Burford, stationer; and 
Mr. Gale, superiiitcndant of Lascars in tlw 
East India Coippany’s servicO“-all 
mounted on grey horses. 

Next came 

Tbe constables, headboroughs, and patrolei 
of the parish, with cutlasses; 

The beadle of St. George’s in his official dress; 

Mr. Ilobinson, tlte high constable of 
St. George’s; ' 

Tl»o Cart with tbe Body; 

A large body of constables. 

An immense cavalcade of the inbar 
bilants of the two parishes closed the pro- 
ce.ssion. 

On arriving opposite to tbe house of 
Mr. Marr, the procession halted for about 
ten minutes, and then proceeded down 
Old Gravei-iaiie, New Market-street, 
Wrapping High-street, and up New Gravel- 
lane; when the procession again stopped 
opposite to the King’s Arms, the housg of 
the late Mr. Williamson. From thence it 
proceeded aloug BatclifF Highway, and 
up Cannon-street, to the Turnpike-gale, 
at which the four roads meet, viz. the 
New Road into White-chapel—that into 
Sun Tavern-fields—the back lane to Well- 
close-square—and Ratclifl'Highway. The 
bole, about four feet deep, three feet' long, 
and two feet wide, was dug precisely at 
the crossing of the roads, four or five feet 
from the turnpike house. About half¬ 
past 12 o’clock tbe body was pushed out 
of tbe cart into the hole, which, as it will 
have been seen from tbe dimeosions, was 
purposely so formed as not to admit of be¬ 
ing laid at length. The stake was imme¬ 
diately driven through the body amidst 
the shouts and vociferous execrations of 
the multitude, and the hole filled up bi)4 
well rammed down. The parlies fortping 
the procession then dispersed.—Mont. 
C’Arofi. 1st Jau> 1812. 
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|ie«t iu case* of murder, of ordering the 
the criminal to be delivered over 
to the surgeons to be dissected. In this 
there is nothing di8gasiing<—in this there is 
aptfaing which partakes of the nature of a 
Spectacle or exhibition, to shock public 
Idling, or to render it depraved. Besides, 
aa bodies cannot always be procured for 
dissection, murderers, in being destined to 
such a purpose, are made useful instead of 
being hurtful to the public; and the cri> 
mind is obliged, by the use to which he 
is applied after death, to make some atone¬ 
ment for the evil he has done in his life. 
Tagree that all the horror possible against 
the oiience he has committed should be 
infused into the mind of the criminal who 
is to suffer. No one can have an objec¬ 
tion to it, if it is only* meant that this 
diould extend to prevent persons who are 
disposed to the crime from its actual per¬ 
petration, or to make oflcuders sensible of 
the enormity of their guilt after the crime 
has been committed. 1 therefore have, no 
objection to all this, so it does not lead to 
horror or depravity on the part of the pub¬ 
lic. My principal reason for rising, how¬ 
ever, is to set right the right hon. gentle¬ 
man (Mr. Yofke), and to convince him, as 
1 trust 1 have succeeded iu doing, that the 
objection of roy hon. friend (Mr. Whit¬ 
bread), and the observations which have 
fallen from him in consequence, proceeded 
net from compassion to the criminals, but 
to. tbe public. 


Mr. W/uthread .—In support of the pro¬ 
position of ray bon. fiiend (Mr. W. Sinitb), 
and of the objections which 1 have made, 
to the amendment, 1 shall meiely di:aw 
tbe attention of tbe House to the circum¬ 
stance, that in tbe same act which autho¬ 
rizes the dissection of the bodies of mur¬ 
derers, there is also a discretionary power 
given to tbe judge to order them to be 
hung in chains. Tbe latter custom has 
now been for years abandoned it was 
not found to operate in the slightest degree 
to the prevention of;:’ crimes, while it 
placed before the public eye tbe most dis¬ 
gusting spectacle. The dissection of bodies 
has nut tbi.s effect; for the public are not 
then shocked by any exhibition beyond 
the death of the criminal, and this has 
been found to be as useful as the former 
spectacle was disgusting. It has theiefore 
continued to be acted on to the present 
day, while the judges never avail them¬ 
selves of a discretionary power by which 
they might direct a disgusting exhibition, 
which experience has proved not to be 
beneficial. Such I am convinced will be 
the case with the amendment now pro¬ 
posed. 

The Amendment was then put and 
agreed to. The other clause in the Bill 
was gone through, thp House resumed, 
and the report was ordered to be received 
on Friday. 


SiB Egebton Bridges’ Speech on pboposing ms Bill fob the 
Amendment of the Poob Laws, 


TAe Reader mil please to substitute the folknaiag correct Report of the Speech of Sir 
Egerion Bridges, in the House of Coitftnons, on the tilth tf April 1814, in the place 
of the one given in Vol. XXVIL p. 562. 


In rising. Sir, to introduce tbe motion 
•which 1 am about to make fur leave to 
bring in a Bill to amend some of the pro- 
vinoDs of iIhi laws now in being, far tbe" 
settlement and better relief nf tb^e poor, it' 
wiH become me at tbe very outset te any 
n few words on the nature of my plan, 
which neey, I bope,aoften that appearance • 
of presumption to which I'mayioitherwise 
be liable, if any hon. member supposes 
1 am about to attempt any violent change, 
either in the principles or in the practical ‘ 
details and machinery of the pnee laws, J: 
beg to assure that hon. member tbat, 


nothing is farther from my intention. My 
scheme is to propose a few very simple 
amendments (simple in their principle and 
provisions, but great, 1 trust, and most 
beneficial in their effects). Sir, in what 
I am about to lay before this House, I 
beg thus early to declare that 1 will not 
triffe with them, nor bewilder myself 
with any ;|igbt and visionary theories. 1 
mean iu every step to keep within tbe 
tracks of experience and only to move 
forward in that path and that spirit of 
amendment, by wWb tbe K'-gislaturo baa 
within the years .improved this 
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branch of the $talute<law, so greatly to the 
comfort and happiness of the poor (I mean 
this improvement vrith reference to the 
acts of Charles 2, and those which were 
soon after graded on it). 

Sir, of the improvements to which I 
have alluded, there is one more conspi* 
cuous, more founded in wisdom, and more 
humane and salutary in its consequences, 
than the 35 Geo. 3, c. 101, intituled “An 
Act to prevent the removal of Poor Per¬ 
sons till they shall become actually 
chargeable.” This Act, Sir, has much 
softened an evil arising out of the 12, and 
]3 Charles 2, c. 12, which all great legis¬ 
lators and enlightened politicians hare 
in their speeches and writings deplored 
and condemned. I mean the restriction 
of the poor from living where they chose, 
or can best support themselves. 

Sir, by this just act, they may reside 
where they please, and seek work where 
they will, so long as they impose no burden 
on the place of their abode. But, Sir, in 
the general price of labour and corn, that 
time in most cases too soon arrives : and 
can too seldom, through a whole life, be 
kept olTby any industry. 

A removal is a grievous evil; grievous, 
as I shall presently endeavour to shew, in 
so many ways, that nothing but some 
other paramount injustice can anthorize it. 

But it is apparent that in these cases 
removal follows settlement. The griev¬ 
ance then arises out of the law of settle¬ 
ment as it now stands. 

It is then to certain provisions of this 
law, where they bear hardest upon this 
point, that my attention, and my sugges¬ 
tions of amendment are turned. 

The legislature must have had in view 
to hx the burden of a pauper on that parish 
which ought in Justice to bear it. It was 
unreasonable that where paupers bad 
lately wandered into a parish they should 
be able to impose this burden. Norwhere 
they have so lately wandered, is the 
cruelty of a removal great. As f^ar as the 
statute of Ch. 2, pursues this object, which 
it professes, it is not objectionable. 

But all the must cruel and aggravated 
grievances of removal attach in cases of 
long residence: and in these very cases 
in which the grievance is greatest, is the 
reason for lliem totally inapplicable. 
Why is a parish to be burdened with the 
support of a pauper i Bacaule it has had 
the benefit of his labour!' And so, an old 
man is to be sent from the parish where, 
perhaps, he has passed half his life, to a 


distant fipot> in which he was born, but 
which be has never seen since he wtfii at 
boy, or where be served bis apprentice* 
ship, or a aingle year as a servaiH. 

Now what is the superior title to exerop* 
tiun from this burden in the parish from 
which the pauper was removed, over the 
parish to which he is removed f The re¬ 
verse is the case. But even if it were not 
so, at what a price to others is this exemp¬ 
tion purchased? 

Here is the unhappy pauper, removed 
perhaps from the eastern point of Kent to 
the Land’s-End, at what an enormous ex¬ 
pense—at what a chance of litigation ! 
removed too from his cottage, from the 
spot where he had formed all bis connec¬ 
tions, where he had worked out for him¬ 
self hitherto the means of an industrious 
livelihood, and where, except during some 
temporary pressure, he might work it out 
agai a—to a parish, where he has no friends, 
no house but a workhouse to receive him, 
no means of employment, but must remain 
an helpless and an hopeless pauper, and 
an unmitigated onus upon this place of 
his settlement, during the remainder of 
his life! 

Sir, the remedy of this indescribabln 
hardship to the poor, of this impolitic 
vi'Dste of money in removals and litigations, 
is simple and easy. Give a settlement by 
a certain number of years residence as an 
housekeeper without having received pa¬ 
rochial relief. This is the grand featurs^of 
my Bill: this is the greatest of the amend¬ 
ments I would propose. Sir, I boast no 
novelty in this proposition. 1 rather 
boast that it is not new: I place my 
greatest reliance on its want of novelty, 
because it has the sanction of so many 
wise authorities. It formed one of the 
clauses of that extensive and able plan 
introduced into this House in Itt07, by an 
hon. member (Mr. Whitbread), with whose 
powerful abilities and eloquence, and great 
political knowledge, this House is so 
familiar—I mean the member for Bedford. 
Nay, Sir, this clause, if I am not misin¬ 
formed, then received the sanction of the 
House, though the bon. member after¬ 
wards abandoned the Bill in consequence 
of the non-adoption of other parts of hit 
.extensive plan* A similar clau.se was in¬ 
troduced by sir W. Young in his Bill for 
amending the Poor Laws. And it is for- 
tided by the opinion of sir Frederic Eden, 
and otimr writers on this subject. 

Sir/1 om* at a loss to guess what plausi¬ 
ble objcc^on can be started to this pro* 
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l^al. Will it be urged, that it is dan- 
l^ous to shift the burdens which long 
established laws have thrown upon pa¬ 
rish ? Sir, if this were an evil, shall we, 
Ibr the sake of avoiding it, continue to 
endure evils so much greater i But, iSir, 
it is really no evil at all! It is a ** give 
and take’' business. If parishes thus be> 
come loaded with some poor, whom they 
could otherwise throw oft', they, in return, 
throw ofi' others whom they must other¬ 
wise support. 

Sir, if, in the contest between parishes 
for comparative advantage, which the 

! >nor laws have generated that acute jea- 
ousy which self-interest is sure to create, 
shall suggest a fear that this amendment 
may have a tendency to lienefit the coun¬ 
try places, at the expense of towns, by 
adding another facility to the suppression 
of settlement by birth, it being admitted, 
that the former supply more of the popu¬ 
lation to the latter than they take from 
them, 1 feel confident, that so far fetched 
and unfair a mo.ive of objection will have 
no weight in this House. But, Sir, if 
there were any weight in this objection, 
one of the latter clauses of the Bill 1 pro¬ 
pose to move, will far more than counter¬ 
balance it. 

Sir, the simplicity and obvious justice 
of this clause does, 1 hope, speak for itself. 
The mode of proof will be so easy, the 
parish, from which the burden is taken, 
will be relieved in so much greater a pro¬ 
portion than that on which it is placed is 
loaded; and the hardships and violence 
to the moral habits and feelings of the 
pauper will be so incalculably softened, 
that a greater good, gained, loo, by one 
of the slightest of alterations, cannot, in 
my mind, be well conceived! 

2. As to the 2d clause. Sir, of the Bill 
which I propose to move for leave toi, 
bring in, it is founded on the same princi¬ 
ple, as for as is consistent with those main 
provisions of the settlement laws, which 1 
do not think myself justified in attempting 
to disturb. I mean. Sir, the principle of 
softening the evils of removal, where they 
cannot be entirely extinguished. 

Experience has shewn that tempdkary 
relief is often wanted by paupers, while 
resident in places where their powers and 
opportunities to support themselves may 
soon revive; but from whence, if they 
are removed, they become paupers for 
life. The principle of suspension of re¬ 
moval, during sickness,, has been already 
adopted. 1 am anxious to carry this one 


step further: and to allow a pauper, for a 
given time, and case to a given sum, to 
receive relief where resident, to be repaid 
by the parish to which he belongs. Thus 
he is saved from an immediate forfeiture 
of his old means of self-support; and here 
is a stimulus to recover himself. If the 
removal at last comes, it comes alleviated 
by preparation, and by having bad the 
chance of averting it. Probably it will 
save a removal in more than half the cases 
which now occur; and, in addition to the 
dreadful miseries from which paupers will 
be thus protected, the saving to the rates 
and trouble of both parishes, must be 
truly serious. 

3d. Sir, it was objected to me by some 
magistrates, whom 1 consulted out of this 
House, that a difiiculty might occur in the 
mode of enforcing re-payment by the pa¬ 
rish to which the pauper shall be adjudged 
to belong. Luckily for me, Sir, there can 
be no such difiicaliy—the ntitile is aireatiy 
provided for in the Art of :i5 3, 

which provides for such n'*pavnt nt in 
casesof suspension of removal tluritig sick¬ 
ness ; and I have nothing to d<> but to 
adopt the same provision. I have also 
provided for the adjudication of the pau¬ 
per’s settlement. 

4th. Sir, the next point to which my 
attention has been calied, may seem a 
matter of mere minor regulation ; but it 
seems to me a point of such obvious jus¬ 
tice to others, as well as of urgent neces¬ 
sity to the health of the f>oor, that often 
as the evil has been complained of, 1 am 
lost to account how it has been so long 
without a remedy. I mean. Sir, the pio- 
vision to enable magistrate.s to order pa¬ 
rishes to procure medical aid, and to be 
responsible for the payment of it to a li¬ 
mited amount. I need not repeat that 
this is as well a justice due to the medical 
man, as an act of humanity, which it is 
grevious to withhold from the poor. 

I am sure. Sir, that in this enlightened 
age, reasons which have formerly been 
assigned for this defect, will no lunger be 
admitted. It is* ridiculously trifling to 
say that the medical man has already his 
remedy at law against the pauper ! The 
remedy that at the expense of costs'per¬ 
haps thrice the amount of the debt, will 
give the pauper's naked person to sport 
with in a gaol! 

.5th, Sir, it is among the greatest griev¬ 
ances of the poor lews, since they have 
grown into a system of so much intricacy 
vid subtlety, that tliey have been the 
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source of such constant and expensive li¬ 
tigation. The ill will and time, and trou¬ 
ble which they have thus caused, is, how¬ 
ever, to be regretted, not yet go much the 
subject of laineniaiion, as the consumption 
of those funds which are wanted to relieve 
the poor themselves, instead of feeding 
the contending interests of the parishes 
vrbich raise, them. 

0)10 of the most fertile sources of this 
sort of litigation is that quorum in the 
settlement law, which, in the claim of a 
settlement as a yearly servant, requires 
proof, not only of a service for a year, 
but also of an bi'ing for a year. Sir, it is 
impossible to look into reports of settle¬ 
ment cases, without being struck ,wilh the 
vast proportion of tliem whieb turn upon 
the uncertainty and nicety of this hind of 
proof. 

To cut up this subject of contention by 
the root, 1 have pioposed a clause, to give 
a settlement by a year’s service only, 
without any reference to the time of hiring. 

(jlli. lam aware. Sir, that there is a duty 
to perform !o parishes as w'eil as to paupers. 
If paupers ought not to be wantonly and 
hardly rcninveil, parishes ought not,without 
necessity, to be boulened. If, in some re¬ 
spects, the restraints upon giving a settle¬ 
ment are too great, there are others in 
which selilemenls may be too easily 
gained. When the Act of Charles 2 
passed, the annual rent or value of a te¬ 
nement when it amounted to lu/. was sup¬ 
posed to raise the presumption, that he 
who could get credit to hire it, was of 
suflicient sulistance to rebut the presump¬ 
tion of his becoming chargeable. The 
value of money has so fallen, that it has 
long ceased to operate in this wty. A 
forty days resideiite, therefore, on a tene¬ 
ment of the annual value of 10/. does 
appear to me, to subject parishes to 
burdens, to which upon no principle, or 
adequate ground they ought to be ex¬ 
posed. I propo.se, therefore, to raise the 
rent (for value I would exclude from the 
uncertainty in its proof) to 20/. under 
which sum no tenement shall give a set¬ 
tlement, not unless it belrired by one and 
the .same contract, for a terilj not less than 
a year. I have said, that in this proposal, 
I have in view the' interests of parishes: 
but, at the same time, it will, in my opinion, 
combine with it the inferesis of the poor. 
At present, land has been separated from 
cottages by the infl,uence of farmers, be¬ 
cause it would raise the rent to the 10/. 
which burdens a parish With settlement?. 
Voi. XXVIII. Appendix. 


Make it 20/. and within that sutt|,-.ihe laM 
necessary to keep a cow,- as welt pa'.tm 
cottage, may Be .had. Now, Sir^ we aft 
know how fAuch the keeping a cow eph- 
tribute.s to the comfort and industry 
poor in' the country. Ip case of lodgers^ 

I would add one more' condition to this 
settlement, by hiring a tenement; for, 
where the occupant is not an house-keeper, 

1 would require a residence of six months, 
instead of 40 days. As the law now stands, 
workmen come from a distance .tp some 
town, wtrere temporary woiUs are going 
on, and obtain high wa^s, pay high renU 
for lodgings-r^tay perhaps scarcely more 
than the 4U days; and if any thing else- 
w'hcre occurs to make them chargeable, 
are brought back, perhaps with a large 
family, to be a grievous burden on the 
parish for the remainder of their lives.' la 
this reasonable ? And would a removal, 
even after a much lunger residence, from 
such a palish, have been cruel? It is 
most unfortunate that by the lavys in being, 
removals are for the want of a settlement 
most allowed where they operate with th^ 
most hardship, and the most violence to 
the moral feelings and industrious habiti 
of the poor. 

7ih, Of the principle and general pro¬ 
visions of the Act 22d Geo. S, called Gil¬ 
bert’s Aclf whereby parishes incorporat¬ 
ing themselves under certain conditions, 
are empowered to erect a common poor- 
house, I shall forbear to say any thing in 
this place. It has been put extensively 
into practice at a vast expense, and I have 
no intention by the present motion to dis¬ 
turb its main provisions. But there are at 
least three of its minor regulations, which 
imperiously call for amendment. 

Sir, by that Bill, as it now stands, it is 
enacted, that any refusal of application for 
relief by the guardian of any pari.sb to, 
or on behalf of any poor person, a farther 
application must be made to the visitor, 
tiefore a magistrate can hear a complain|» 
and order redress. 

. Now, in cases where many parishes are 
incorporated, the visitor perhaps lives from. 
lOio 20 ihiles from the residence of the 
pamper, who/from poverty ot feebleness, 
cannot travel so far to mhke the applica¬ 
tion: 1' propose to repeal the ncc-tssity of 
applying to the visitor as well as guardian. 

Sth. By, the same act, the visitor is to 
be cbose.i by the magistrates out of three 
put in nomination by the guardians. ^ 
would give the ■ magistrates a greater la¬ 
titude of choice, and allow them to select 
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a visitor out of the whole limits of those 
jocorpotaled parishes. 

. 9th. By the 30tb of Geo. 3, the Act 
Which gives power to magistrates to visit 
and report the conditions of poor bouses, 
restricts them fur this power in cases of 
poor houses of incorporated parishes. 1 
would aiinal that restriction. ' 

Thus, Sir, have 1 endeavoured, as short¬ 
ly and simply as 1 am able, to explain the 
objects »f my Bill. Sir, I beg to repeat 
what I most sincerely said in the opening 
of this motion: it is not without great 
exertion and violince to my feelings that 
1 have exerted myself to make this attempt. 
1 am aware, and I am too sensible of that 
charge of presumption, which one, obscure 
as 1 am, may expose himself to, by tbuch- 


ing a 8abject,,,so often agitated in this 
House, and which has employed the at¬ 
tention of so many great minds. But an 
imperious sense of duty has surmounted 
these feelings. It is not without much 
labour and thought—much anxiety, and 
consultation, that 1 have. ventured these 
propositions. 1 only wish. Sir, they bad 
had a better advocate. But to entreat 
that those honourable members who may 
doubt the expediency of what-1 now sug¬ 
gest, will have the goodness, if this House 
should so far honour me as to entertain the 
Bill at all, to wait till they can see and 
examine it as it is worded—when I trust 
they will be satisfied on many points, on 
which my imperfect exposition may have 
raised a doubt. 


WST 
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Passed in iie Second Session qf the Fifth Parliament the United Kingdom of (ilr^U 
Britain and [reland.^Sh GEO. III. — A. D. 1813*14. 


1. An Act to enable bis Majesty to accept tbc 
scrrices of a proportion of the militia out of 
the United Kingdom, for the vigorous pro¬ 
secution of the war. 

S. For continuing to bis Majesty certain du¬ 
ties on malt, sugar, tobacco, and snuff, in 
Great Britain ; and on pensions, offices, and 
personal estates, in England ; for the ser¬ 
vice of the year 1814. 

S. For raising the sum of 22,000,000/. by 
way of aunuilfes, 

4. To continue, until six weeks after the com¬ 
mencement of the next session of parliament, 
an Act, passed in the last session of parlia¬ 
ment, intituled An Act to continue and 
amend an Act of the present session, to pre¬ 
vent the issuing and circulating of pieces of 
gold and silver, or other metal, usually called 
tokens, except such as arc i.ssued hy the 
banks of England and Ireland rcspcctivelyr. 
i. To indemnify such persons in the United 
Kingdom as have omitted to quality them¬ 
selves for offices and employments, and for 
extending the times limited for those pur¬ 
poses re.S[>eclively, nutil the 25tli day of 
March, 181,5; and to permit such persons 
in Great Britain as have omitted to make 
and file affidavits of the execution of inden¬ 
tures of cleiks to attornies and solicitors, to 
make and tile the same, ou or before the 1st 
day of Hilary term, 

(S. To stay, until the 20lh day of April, 1814, 
proceedings iu actinns, under'an Act, passed 
• in the 43id year of his present Majesty, to 
amend the laws relating to spiritual persons. 
7. To continue, until the 23th day of March, 
1815, aiiii amend an Act for regulating the 
drawbacks and hnunties os the exportation 
of sugar from Ireland. 

B. To provide for the-charge of the addition 
to the public funded debt of Great Britain, 
for the service of the year 1814. 

9. For fixing the commencement and termi¬ 
nation of licences, to be granted fur the dis¬ 
tillation of spirits fiom corn or grain in lilcot- 
laiid. 

10. To amend an Act, passed in the Slst year 
of the reign of bis present Majesty, intiituied 
An Act to permli the interchange of the 
British and Irish militias respectively. 

11. For extending the provisions of an Act, 
passed in the 46th year of his present Ma¬ 
jesty (for making better provision for soldiers) 
to Serjeants of tbe militia. 

12. ' To enables his Majesty to augment the 
sixtieth regiment to ten battalions, by enlist¬ 
ment of foreigners. 

13. For giving effect to certain engagements 
of his Aiiyesty with the emperor of «U tbe 


llossias and tbe king of Prussia, for furnish¬ 
ing a part of the [lecuniary succours fur as¬ 
sisting his Majesty’s said allies, in support¬ 
ing the expenses of the war with France. 

14. To provide that property vestetl io, ^e 
accountant general of the high court of 
Chancery as such, shall, opou his deatb^ 
removal, or resignation, vest, from time to 
time, in those who shall succeed to the office. 

l.'i. For the more easy recovery of debts, iu 
bis Majesty’s colony of New' wnuh Wales. 

16. To explain an Act of tbe 4181 year of bis 
present Majesty, for declaring what persons 
shall be disabled from sitting and voiit^ in 
the House of Commons of the United King¬ 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland. 

17. To enable bis Majesty to accept the ser¬ 
vices of a proportion of the, militia of the 
city of London, nut of the United Kingdom, 
for the vigorous nroseentiun of the war. 

18. For raising the sum of i0,.500,000/. by 
exchequer bills, for the service of Great Bri¬ 
tain, for the year 1814. 

19. To enable bis Majesty to accept the sdf- 
vices of the local militia, out of their coun-. 
tics, under certain restrictions, and until the 
23th day of March, 1815. 

20. To explain and amend an Act, passed in 
the present session of parliament, for enabling 
his Majesty to accept the services of a pro¬ 
portion of the militia out of the United King¬ 
dom, fur the vigorous prosecution of the 
war ; and to extend the provisions thereof to 
the regiment of miners of Cornwall and 
Devon. 

21. For clmrging an equalizing duty ou 
Scotch sail brought to England. 

22. To continue, until tbe 26th day of March, 

^ Itil.l, an Act of the 3Snd year of his present 

Majesty, for the more effectual preservation 
of the peace, by enforcing the duties of 
watching and warding. 

23. To amend an Act of the 33rd year of big 
Majesty’s reign, intituled An Act tor tlie re¬ 
lief c-f insolvent debtors in England. 

24. For further continuing, until the S5lli 
dqy of March, 1813, certain bounties and 
drawbacks on the exportation of su^r from 
Great Britain; and for suspending iTie coun¬ 
tervailing duties and bouuiies on sugar, w hen 
the duties imposed by an Act of the 49th 
year of bis present Majesty shall be sas- 
pended. 

25. For punishing mutiny and desertion ; tad 
for the titter pay meal of the army and their 
quarters. 

26. For repealing the duties of customs on 
madder imported into Great Britain, and for 
granUDg’ other duties iu lieu thereof; to cuu- 
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tituie in force uatil the 5tU day of January, 
WJ7. 

97. To rectify a mistake in an Act'of the pre> 
aept Bes>*iuu af parliament, for rei)ealii)(r the 
duties of customs on madder imported into 
. Great Britain, and for grauiing other duties 
in Hep thereof. 

SB. For the relief of certain insolvent debtors 
in England. 

99. To charge an additional duty of customs 
on. brandy, imported into Great Britain for 
tlic purpose of exportation, and which siiall 
be takeu out of warehouse for liuiue con^ 
sumption, before the Slst day of March, 

1814. 

30. To continue until the 25lh day of March, 
181,4, and from thence to the end of the then 
next session of parliament, several laws re¬ 
lating to the transportation of felons and other 
offenders, and to the authorizing the removal 
of offenders to temjior.iry places of confine¬ 
ment in England and {Scotland. 

31. For the regulating of his Majesty’s royal 
marine forces while on shore. 

33. To amend the several Acts for preventing 
the illicit disiillaliuii of spirits in Ireland. 

33. To continue, until the 25th day of Alarch, 

1815, ail Act, III 'le in tlie parliament of Ire¬ 
land, in the 27th year of his present Alujesty, 
for the better execution of the law and pre¬ 
servation of the peace within counties at 
large, as amended by an Act of the 36lh of 
hisAlajesty. 

34. For the further, regulation of the trade to 
and from the places within the liiuits of the 
charter of the East India Company. 

35. To extend the period fiir ailtiwing im¬ 
portations from, and exportations to the 
places within the limits of the charter of the 
East India Company, in ships nut of Hritish- 
built, until the 1st day of January, 1815. 

56. To repeal the dutie.s of customs payable 
on goods, wares, and merchandize, imported 
into Great Britain from any poil or place 
within the limits of llie charter grunted to the 
united company of merchants of England 
Jtrading to the East J ndies; and to grant 
ulher duties in lieu thereof; and to establish 
further regulations for the better security of 
the revenue ou goods so imported ; and to 
alter the periods of making up and present- 
iug certain accounts of the said company to 
parliament; to continue in force until the 
10th day of April, 1819. 

37. For repealing an Act made in the 5l8t 
jeor of bis present Majesty, for the more 
effectual administration of the office ofi a 
justice of the peace, in such parts of the 
counties of Aliddlesex and Surrey as lie iu 
and near the metropolis; and for making 
otlier provisions in lieu thereof; to coDtimte 
ia force until.thc 1st day of June, 1820, and 
from thence until the expiration of six weeks 
from the coiunaeriGement of tlie then next 
session of psrliamept, 

38. For allowing a certain proportioa of the 
l^adon militia to eiUist into ^e regular 


forces for the vigorous prosecution of the 
war; also, a certain proportion to enlist 
annually into the regular forces; and for 
completing the said militia. 

39. For raising the sum of 5,000,000f. by 
excliequer bills, for the service of Great Bri¬ 
tain, for the year 1814. 

40. To remove doohls respecting the pay¬ 
ment of drawback on the exporiaiiou of 
French wine in certain cases. 

41. To continue, until the 1st day of July, 
1814, an Act made in the 49th year of bis 
presinit AJajesty’s reign, to suspend the im¬ 
portation of British or Irish-made spirits into 
Great Britain and Ireland respectively. 

42. To repeal an Act of the 52Dd year of his 
present Majesty, for the punislimeut of per- 
sous deslioying atockiiig or lace frames, or 
any articles in such iraineS, and to make 
other provisions instead thereof. 

43. To vevt in trustees ceitain messuages, 
lauds, tenements, and hereditauieiits, fur ex¬ 
tending the present lines and works, and for 
erecting other works and huildings at and 
near Furtsnioutli and IJilsca,in the county 
of Siiuiliampton. 

44. To continue, until the 20tli day of May, 
1814, HI) Act passed in this session of p.arlia- 
meut, intituled An Act to stay, until tlie 20tl) 
day of April, 1814, prucmliiigs in aciion.s, 
under an Act passed in the 48nl year of his 
present Alajesty, to amend the laws relating 
to spiritual persons. 

45. To continue the period for purchasing the 
legal quays iu the port of London. 

46. For allering the period during which 
writs of a>sistauce sliall rrinaifi in force. 

47. To continue, until tlie 25th day of March, 
1817, an Act of the 52nd year of his present 
Alujesiy, to n-gulate the separation of da¬ 
maged from sound coHee, and to permit 
dealers to scud nut any quantity of cofiee 
not exceeding eight pounds weight, without 
permit. 

48. To revive and make perpetual certain 
Acts for consoliilutiiig and extending the 
scTcra! laws in force, for allowing the im¬ 
portation and exportation of certain articles 
into and I'rom certain ports in the West 
Indies. 

49. To revive and continue, until the expira*' 
tion of nine months after the conclusion of 
the war with the United Slates of America, 
an Act made iu the last session of parliament, 
to Sutborize the im)>ortaliou and exportatiuu 
of certain articles into and from the West 
Indies, Seiuitb America,gpid Newfoandluud. 

50. To ametui so much of an Act of his pre¬ 

sent Majesty, for repealing the several du¬ 
ties of customs, and granting other duties in 
lieu thereof, as relates to the duties payable 
on salt exported. . ■ . . 

51. To revive and further continue, until nine 
months after the conclusion -of the present 
war, an Act.^ the 7th year of king George 
2, for the fireu impoilation of cocluneal aw 
indigo, , 
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5S. To revive and continue, durinir the conti* 
nuance of any Act imposing any restriction 
on the governor and company of the Bank of 
Bngland, witli respect to payments in cash, 
an Act of the d'ind year of his present Ma¬ 
jesty, for waking wore effectual provision for 
|irc'veuting the current gold coin of the realm 
from being paid or aceeiited for a greater 
value than the current value of such coiu ; 
and for other purposes therein mentioned. 

i3. To enable the commissioners of his Ma¬ 
jesty's treasury to issue exchequer bills, on 
the credit of such aids or supplies as have 
been nr shall be granted hy parliament for 
the service of Great Britain for the year 
1814, 

64. To diseontinne proceedings in certain ac¬ 
tions already eomnienced, and to prevent 
vexatious suits against S|iirittial persons, 
under an Aet passed in the 4.‘$rd year of his 
prestmt Majesty; and further to eontimie, 
iiiiti! the I’Oili day of July, 18M, an Act of 
the present se.ssiun of parliament, for slaying 
proceeding*' under the said Act. 

55. I'ur tiling the rates of subsistence to be 
paid to inn-keepers and others on ijuarlering 
soldiers. 

56. To amend and render more effectual an 
Act of his present Majesty, (or encouraging 
the art uf making new models and easts of 
busts, and oilier ibings therein mentioned ; 
and lor giving further cneouragement to such 
arts. 

57. To repeal the schedule annexed to an Act 
of the 46th year of his present Majesty, hy 
which the drawb-teks and hoiiuties on sugar 
exported aie to be ascertained, and substi¬ 
tuting another in lieu thereof; and to permit 
the importation of sugar, coffee, and other 
articles, the prodiire of Martinique, Marie- 
galantc, Saint Biistatia, Naiiit Martin, and 

. Malta, under the same duties and regulations 
as similar articles of the British plantations, 
to coulinue titiiil the 5tii day of April, iB],5. 

.68. To continue, during the |>resent iiostilities 
with the United States of A'Oerica, an Act of 
the 43rd year of his present Majesty, for the 
better protection of the trade of the Ihtited 
Kingdom. 

59. 'i'o allow sliiiis taken and condemned lor 
being used in carrying on the slave trade to 
he registered as British-built ships 

60. For the lielter preventing the embezzle¬ 
ment of his Majesty’s cordage. 

61. To amend an Act of the 22nd year of his 
present Majesty, intituletl An Act to prevent 
the granting in future any patent'office, to 
be exercised in any colony or planlutioii, now 
or at any time hereafter belonging to the i 
crown of Great Britain, for any longer term i 
than during such time as the grantee there¬ 
of, or person appointed thereto, shall dis- 
cliarge the duty thereof in person, and be¬ 
have well therein ’ 

62. To amend several Acts for efrecting or 
establishing public infirmaries or hospitals, 
In Ireland, so far as relates to the surgeons j 
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and apothecaries of such infirmartes or hos¬ 
pitals. 

63. To amend several Acts for enabling hiv 
Majesty’s postmaster general of Ireland to 
purchase premises for the enlargement of 
the general post office in the city of Duldiu. 

64. 'i'o continue, until the 5tfa day of July, 
1315, certain temporary or war duties of 
customs on the importation of goods, wares, 
and merchandize into Great Britain. 

65. 'fo repeal certain duties on. French goods 
imported into Great Britain, and on foreign 
hides exported to France, and to grant other 
duties on French goods so imposed. 

66. To repeal tlie duties on teak wood and 

other ship timber imported from the Bast 
Indies; and to repeal so much of an Act of 
the Kuhyear of his late majesty, as exempts 
captains of vessels coming from the East 
Indies, from pciiallits for having foreign- 
made sails. ' 

67. 'I'o allow viva voce verdicts to be returned 
to the high court and circuit courts of jus¬ 
ticiary uf Mcotland, in certain cases; and for 
allowing appeals to the circuit courts of jus¬ 
ticiary, in civil cases, to a certaiu amount. 

60. For the better regulation of ecclesiastical 
couris in Irelaud; and for the more easy 
recovery of chiircli rates and tithes. 

69. 'Fo permit the exportation of corn, grain, 
meal, malt, and flour, from any part of the 
United Kingdom, without payment of duty, 
or receiving uf bounty. 

70. For the I'urtber improvement of the land 
revenue of I be crown. 

71. 'I'o revive and continue, until tike .5th day 
of July, 1819, the manufacture of Maidstone 
gwueva. 

72. For permitting a trade helween the United 
Provinces and certain colonies now in his 
Majesty's possession. 

73. To conttnup, until the 5th dav of July, 
1815, certain additional duties of excise in 
Great Britain. 

74. For granting to bis Mejesty a sum of 
money to tie raised by Jotieries. 

75 For raisinglbe.siini of 1,716,666/. 13s,4<i. 
Irisli currency, by treasury bills, for the ser¬ 
vice of Ireland, fur tlie year 1314. 

76. For raising the sum of 24,000,000/. by 
way of annuities. 

77 . To amend an Act of the 5Srd year of Itia 
present Majesty, for repealing the duties 
payable on the importation of wine, the pro¬ 
duce of the Cape of Good Hope, and its de¬ 
pendencies, and cliarging other duties in lieu 
thereof. 

78. To repeal so much of an Act passed in 
the 9th and 10th year of the reign of king 
William the Srd, and of another Act passed 
in the 28th year of his present Majesty, as 
respects the removal of wool, within a certain 
distance of the sea. 

79. For raising the sum of 6,000,000/. by 
exchequer bills, for tbe service of Great Bri¬ 
tain, for the year 1814. 

80. For rabing the sum of 1,500,000/. by 


LIST OF PUBLIC ACTS PASSED 54.^GEO‘ III. 



cciii] 

(Hneheqner bills, for the service of Great Bri* 
tain, lor the year 1814. 

81. Tit continue, until the 5th <lay of July, 
1815, anil to amend several Acts tor grant* 
ing certain raiCB and dutios, and for allowing 
certain drawbacks and bounties on goods, 
wwres, and 'nierchanaize, ini|>orted into, and 
exported from Ireland, and to grant until tlie 
said 5th day of July, 1815, certain new du- 
Uea on the importation, and to allow draw¬ 
backs on the i<X|»ortaiion of certain goods, 
wares, and merchandize, into and front Ire¬ 
land, and to make furl her regulations for 
securing the coUectinn oi'tbe paid duties. 

8S. 'i'o grant to bis Majesty duties upon auc¬ 
tions in Ireland, in lieu of former duties 
thereon, and to provide for the regulating 
and secnr'uig the cnllection of the said duties, 
and to prevent fraiuLs therein. 

83. For the more ellectiial regulation of the 
receipts and issues ol’his Majesty’s treasury, 
and ior seciiriug the due application of | 
money coming into the hands of the public 
accountants in Ireland. 

84. For regulating the time of holding the 
Michaelmas quarter sessknis in Jiinglaiid. 

85. For raising the sum of 3,000,000/. by 
wav of annuities, ‘'gr the service of Ireland. 

86. For regulating the payment of army 
prize tnonej, and to provide for the payment 
of unclaimed and forleited shares to Chelsea 
hospital. 

87. To grant duties of excise on certain sorts 
of glass made in Ireland, and to grant and 
allow certain countervailing Unties and draw¬ 
backs ill respect thereof. 

88. To amend the several Acts for regulating 
and securing the collection of the duU s op 
spirits distilled in Ireland. 

89. For tbc charge of tbe.fiuiber addition to 
the pohlic funded debt of Great Britain, fur 
the service of the year 1814. 

90. I'u explain and extend an Act, passed in 
the43r(l year of Ids present Majesty, inii- 
tuled An Act for remedving defiu-vs in the 
laws relative to the building and repairing of 
county bridges, and other works inaintainixi 
at the expense of the inhabitants of counties 
in England, and for extending the said Act 
to briilgps and other works maintained at the 
excuse of hundreds. 

91. TO amend so .much of an Act, passed in 
the 43rd year of her late majesty queen 
Elizabethi as concerns the time of apiioiat- 
iug overseers ttf the pooir. 

OS. To secure the pt^ment of duties 
00 probates and letters of adiuinistraiion, 
end on receipts for ppo|tcrty obtained by 
iogvey, or intestacy, in Ireland. 

93. For regulating tbe payihent of navy 
,,;prix8 money, and the tranaioission.of ac- 

OQtiata astd payment of baiances to Green¬ 
wich bos^tu. 

94. To gcaot additional annuities to judges of 
tbecourto of session, justiciary, and exche¬ 
quer, in Gotland, mho bad resigned their 

, twoes before the last augmentadon of sala- 
‘ ‘V ries granted to the judges of those courts. 
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To enable bis Majesty to grant additional 
annuities to the judges of the court of 
King’a-beuch, judges of the courts of Com¬ 
mon Fleas and Exchequer, in Ireland, on the 
resignation of their offices. 

96. To amend an Ac^ passed in the 5tli year 
of queen Elizalicth, intituled An Act contain¬ 
ing divers orders for artificers, labourers, 
servants of husbandry, and apprentices. 

97. To continue until the 1st day of August, 
1815, several laws relaliiig to the duties on 
glass made iu Great Britain ; for granting 
an excise duty on common glass liottles im¬ 
ported ; and for the further prevention of 
frauds in the exportation of glass. 

98. To empower the auditor general of ilie 
accounts in Sjiain and Portugal to examine 
accounts of public expenditure in France. 

99. To continue, until the 'i5lh day of March, 
1815, ail Act of the 44tti year of his present 
Alajestv, to continue the restrictions con¬ 
tained IU several Acts of his present Majesty 
uu |i^iuents of cash by the Bank of England. 

lUO. To repeal the schedule annexed to an 
Act of the 47ili year of his present Alajesty, 
by which the ilrawhacks and bounties on 
sugars exi»oi led fVoiii Ireland are to be as¬ 
certained, and to suHbtitule auotlicr schedule 
in hen thereof; and to permit the importa- 
: tion into Ireland of sugar, e.o6ee, and other 

articles, the produce of Alartiniqur, Marie- 
galante, Gqadalou|>e, Baint Eustutia, Saint 
Martin, and Saba, under the same duties and 
regulations, as similar articles of the British 
plantations; to continue until the 5th day of 
April. 1815. 

101. Fur the more efiectuai prevention of 
child-stealing. 

108. To continue, until the end of the next 
session of parliament, several Acts relating 
to the British white herring fishery. 

' 103. To grant, until the 10th day of April, 
1819, certain duties on goods, wares, and 
nierchaudize iinfiorted into Ireland, from 
any port or place within the limits of the 
charter granted to the united company of 
merchants of England trading to the East 
Indies ; and to estaliiish further regulations 
fur the better seciirity of the revenue on 
* goods so imported. 

104. For maintaiuiDg and keepiD||' in repair 
certain roads and bridges made m Scotland, 
for the purpose of military eoimnunication ; 
and for making more efimual provision for 
maintaining and repairing roads made, and 
bridges built, in Bcutland, under the autho¬ 
rity of the psriiameatary commissioners for 
Highland roads and brifljges. 

105. To4nem0ve doubts as to tlie duties and 
taxes boretofore imposed wid levied under 
the authority ol' the acserat goveruments in 
the East Indies. 

106. To remove doubts, as to tbe allowance 
of dravrfaadcs upon bibles and books of prayer 
to tbe ktoil'i prlatem, under an Act passed is 
the 344b year of his present Majesty. 

107. To ccadet valid cestam indentures lor 
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, tbe binding of parish apprentices, and cer- | 
tifieates of the aettlemeDt of poor persons, I 

108. To repeal two Acts of the thirtieth and 
32nd years of kin^ Charles the 2nd, for 
burying in woollen, and for indemnifying 
persons against penalties for offences coin" 
mitted agniust the said Acts. 

109. To amend an Act of the ISIh year of 
his present Majesty to explain, amend, and 
reduce into one Act, the statutes now in 
three for the amendment and preservation 
of tlie public highways within England, 
and fur other purposes. 

110. To prevent the embeazlement of certain 
property belonging to the hospital for sea¬ 
men at Greenwich, and to amend so much 
of an Act of the parltament of Ireland of the 
3Srd year of his present Majesty as relates 
to payments to out-pensioners of Uic said 
Itospital residing in Ireland. 

111. To continue cerium acts of the parli.i- 
ment of Ireland for preventing the im- 
-portalion of arms, gunpowder, and ammuni¬ 
tion, and the making, removing, selling, 
and keeping of gunpowder, arms, and ani- 
inunition without licence. 

112. For the fnither encouragement of fever 
. hospitals in Ireland. ^ 

113. To vest in his Majosty, his heirs and 
successors, tor ever, part of the ground and 
buildings now belonging to the society of 
King’s Inns, Dublin, for the erecting (here¬ 
on a repo.siiory for ptiliiic records in Irclani). 

A14. To amend an Art, made in the last ses¬ 
sion of parliament, for the relief of iosoivetu 
debtors in Ireland. 

115. To amend an Act of the parliament of 
Ireland, for preventing the |>erniciutis prac¬ 
tice of burning land, and for tbe more ef¬ 
fectual destroying of vermin. 

i 18. To repeal tiie several laws for recovery 
. of small suutp due fur wages, in Ireland ; 
and to make other provision.s fur recovery of 
such wages. 

llr. To extend, so far as relates to the build¬ 
ing of new churches, an Act of tbe parli.’i- 
meut of Ireland passed in the tliirty-lhiril 
year of the reign of his late majesty king 
George the 2nd, intituled an Act forre* 
viving and amending an Act passed in the 
S3rd year of bis present Majesty’s reign, 
intitiiied ‘ An Act lor amending, continuing, 

* and making more efiectual, the several 

* acts now in force in this kingdom for the 

* more easy recovery of tithes and other 

* ecclesiastical does of small value, and also 

* for the more easy providing a rnain- 

* tenance for parish merks,* to for only as 
the same relates to tbe more easy provid¬ 
ing a maintenance for parish clerks, and to 
encourage tbebnildingof new churches. 

118. To grant to his Majmty certain stamp 
duties in treland, and to exjnatn 'and amend 
an A\'i made in the tifty-second y tor of his 
Majesty’s reign, for granting stamp duties in 
Irdand. 

119. To repeal certitin duties upon lettera 
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and packets, sent by the post within Ire¬ 
land; and to grant other duties in Heu 
thereof*. 

120. To amend eeveral Acts relating to the 
revenneo, mattent, and tliing.<i under the 
management of the commissioners of cna- 
toms and port duties, and of the coramto* 
sioners of inland excise and taxes in Ireland. 

121. I’o repeal the additional duties of excise 
on French wine imported, and on spirits ex¬ 
ported from the warehouses; and autho¬ 
rizing the re.payment of.tbe additional 
duty in respect of French wine found in 
dealers stocKs; and authorizing the com¬ 
missioners of excise duties to repay or remit 
duties paid on liquors lost by accidental 
staving betbre landing. 

122. To alter the inoiJo of declaring the value 
of goods imported into, or exported from 
Great Britain. 

123. To amend an Act of the 39th and iOtli 
year of bis present Majesty, to prevent 
frauds aud abuses io the trade'of hops. 

124. 'I'o pcriiiit the importation of tobacco 
and snuff into the port of Plymouth. 

125. To continue, until the end of the next 
session of parliament, an Act made in tiie 
forty-sixth year of his present Majesty, for 
permitting the importation nf musts, yards, 
bowsprits, and timber for naval purposes, 
from the British colonies in Norili America. 

126. To alter and extend an Act intssed in 
the Sth year of king George the ls(, for 
relief of shipwrecked mariners and dis¬ 
tressed persons, being his Majesty's sub¬ 
jects, in tlie kingdom of Portugal. 

12r. To permit the exportation to foreign 
parts from 8cutland and Ireland of linen 
cloth without stamps. 

12K. To amend the several Acts for reflat¬ 
ing the Foundling-hospital in Dublin. 

129. To grant to his Majesty rates and 
duties, and to allow drawbacks and bounties 
on certain good.'!, wares, and merchandize 
imported into aud exjmrted from Ireland, in 
lion of former rates and duties, drawbacks 
and Ijoiiniies., 

130. To continue, until three months after 
the ceasing of any re.striotiou - imposed on 
the bank of England from issuing cash in 
payment, tlie several Acts for conffrming 
and continuing the restrictions on paymentb 
in casb by' the bauk of Indand. 

131. To provide for the better exerutiota of 
the laws in Ireland, by appointing superin- 
temling magistrates and additional consta¬ 
bles in counties in certain oases. 

132. To repeal tbe duly payable ip Ireland 
on certain houses or tenements, under tbe 
annual value often pounds. 

ISS. For better enabling the commissioners 
of stam^ to make allowances for spoiled 
stamps on policies of insurance itr Great 
Britain, .tiid for preventing frauds relating 
thereto. 

134. To continue, until the 1 st day of January, 

1816, and to amHid ieveraUctsfor allowing 
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impoHfttions from, and exportations to the 
^ places '.within the limits of the charter of 
the East India Comfiany, in sbi|>8 not of 
Britkth* built, and for the better maintenance 
and care of Lnscaro and etlier dtmtic sea* 
men arrmng^ in this kingdom. 

1S5.. To fiirlber explain and amend an Act of 
the ilftietli year of bis present Majesty’s 
reign, for repealing certain parts of several 
Acts relating to the limiting the numlnr 
of persons to be carried by stagc-coachea in 
freiand. 

S06. For enabling tlj|e commissioners of the 
northern light-houses to purcitate the island 
and light of May. at the entrance of the 
Frith of Forth, for enabling the, mmmis- 
sionera of the Treasury lo advance a certain 
sum of money towards that purpose, and 
for amending several acts in regard to the 
northern light-houses 

137. For rendering the payment of creditors 
more equal and expeditions in Scotland. j 

1S8. To enable the trustees appointed by an 
Act of the 49th year of his present Majesty, j 
for the improvement of the passage across 
tlic Frith of I'^orth. called the Q.uecnsferry, 
to carry the same into execution. 

139. I'u rectify a loistake in an Act of this 
session of parliament, for raising the sum of 
24 millions by way of annuities. 

140. To amend several acts of the parliament 
of Ireland, fiir granting certain annuities, 

141. To alter so mueh of an Act, made in the 
fifty-second year of his pre^nt Majesty, as 
relates to the duties payabm in respect of 
killing of game. 

142. To permit the exportation of tea to the 
British colonies in America, tiuernspy, Jer¬ 
sey, Europe, and Africa, without payment 
of duty. 

143. To repeal the duties granted hy an Act 
passed in the 11th year of his present Ma¬ 
jesty, for repairing, amending, and support¬ 
ing the several Imrliours and sea-ports in 
the isle of Man, and for granting new duties 
in lieu thereof; and fi>r giving further 
powers to the commissioners appointed 
under the said Act. 

144. Fur better securing the stamp duties on 
sea insurances made in London, and for 
altering the {teriod for taking out stamp 
office certificates by attornies and others in 
England. 

145. To take away corrnption of blood save 
in certain cases. 

14<>. To alter the punishment in certain 
oases of high treason. 

lAT. Eor the better regnlation of the drivers 
of licensed hackney coaches; for explain¬ 
ing and amending an Act passed in the 
48th year of his present Majesty, relatit^ 
to hackney coaches; and for authorising 
the licensing oftk limited number of hackney 
chariots. 

14B. For imposing an excise duty on silk 
draadker^ien sold hy the East India com¬ 
pany for home consumption. 


[ccviii 

149. To regulate, until the end of f lic next 
session of parliament, the trade in s|»ir.its 
between Great Britain and Ireland, recipro¬ 
cally. 

j ISp. To consolidate and amend the regula- 
! tions contained in several acts c»f parliament, 
for irnjiosiog and levying of fines upon 
parishes, townlanils, and other placi'!, in 
respect of the unlawful distillation of spirits 
in Ireland. 

151. To repeal an Act passed in the 52nd 
year of his present Alajesty for better remi- 
laling the ollico of agent-general liir volun- 
teer.s, and local militu, and fbv the more ef¬ 
fectually regulating the said office, an<l to 
make fiirllicr provisions for the regulation 
of the ollice of agent-general. 

152. 'J'o repeal curtain parts of an Act made 

in the 12ili year of the reien of his pie- 
sent Majesty, for regulaliiog the making, 
keeping, and carriage of gun-powder within 
Great Britain. ' 

153. To regulate the par iiienl of drawback 
on paper allowed to the uiiiverstlies in 
Scotland. 

154. For further amending and enlarging the 
powers of an Act of the HJlh rear of his 
present Mujesly, iitlituled An Act for eon- 
solidiiting and rendering more eti’. eMal the 

. several Acts for the pitrchii«e of Iniiidings 
and fmiher itnprovetneiii of tli*- streets and 
places near to tVestininsier-hali, and the two 
Houses of Farliament, and for other pur¬ 
poses therein mentioned. 

15.5. To repe.ll an Act for establishing re¬ 
gulations respreting aliens arriving in or 
resident in this kingdom, in certain cases, 
and for snbslituting other provisions until 
the end of the next session of parliament in 
lieu thereof. 

156. To amend the'several Ads for the en¬ 
couragement of learning, by securuig the 
copies and copy-u right of printed books, to 
the aiilhovN of' such lionks, or ibeir assigns. 

157. For the better regulation of the eonduet 
uf the business of I lie office of works, and 
the expendilure thereof. 

158. To continue, for one year, certain Acts 
for the better prevention and punishment nf 
attempts to seduce jiersons serving in his 
Majesty’s forces hy sea or land from their 
duty and allegiance to his Majesty, or to 
incite them to mutiny or disobedience. 

159. For the belter regnlation of the several 
ports, harbours, road-steads, sounds, chan¬ 
nels, hays, and navigable rivers in the 
United Riagdom, and of his Majesty’sdoclui, 
dock-yards, arsenals, wharfs, inourings, and 
stores therein, and for repealing several Acts 
passed for that purpose. 

160. To eiiahte his Majesty to settle an an¬ 
nuity upon her royal Whness tlie Princess 
of Wales during the joint lives of bis Ma¬ 
jesty and of lierHoyal Highness. 

161. For settling and seenring an annuity^ 
on Artbnr duke Of Wellington, and liis 
heirs: and'lbr empowering tine Lord High 
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Treasurer, or Lords Commissioners of the 
Treasury, to advance out of the consolidated 
fund of Great Britain a sum of money in 
lieu of such annuity to purchase an estate, 
in order to accompany the said title, in 
consideration of tlie eminent and signal ser- 
aices performed by the said duke of Wei* 
lington, to bis Majesty and to the pnblic; 
and for making further provision for the dis> 
posal of a sum of money granted by an Act 
of the last session of parliament, tor pur- 
ebasinp: an estate for the said duke, then 
marquis of Wellington. 

162. For settling and sceiiring an annuity 
on lord Beresford, and the persons to whom 
the title of lord Beresford shall desceud, in 
consideration of his eminent services. 

163. For settling and securing an annuity 
on lord Combermcre, and the two next per¬ 
sons to whom the title of lord Combermcre 
shall descend, in consideration of iiis emi¬ 
nent services. 

164. For settling and securing an annuity 
on lord Evmoutli, and the persons to whom 
the tide of lord Exinnnth shall descend, in 
consideration of his eminent services. 

IQti. For settling and securing an annuity on 
lord Hill, and the persons to wiiom the title 
of lord IIill, shall descend, in consideration 
of his eminent services. 

166. For settling and securing an annuity 
on lord Lynedoch, and the persons to whom 
the title of lord Lynedoch shall descend, 
in consideration of his eminent services. 

167. For applying a certain sum of money 
arisen, or to arise from certain duties grant¬ 
ed to his Majesty during the continuance of 
the present war, and for applying certain 
monies tlicrcin mentioned for tlie service of 
the year 1814; and for further appro¬ 
priating the supplies granted iii this session 
of parliament. 

168. To amend the laws respecting the at¬ 
testation «f in.strumeiits of appointment and 
revocation made in exercise of certain powers 
ill deeds, wills, and other instruments. 

169. Fur making certain regulations re¬ 
specting the postage of ship-lettei's, and of 
letters in Great Britain. 

170. To repeal certain provisions in local 
Acts for the maintenance and regulation of 
the poor, and to make other provisions in 
relation thereto. 

171. To empower the commissioners of his 
Maj^ty’s Treasury to restore seizures, or 
remit or mitigate fin«, penalties, or for¬ 
feitures incurred concerning any laws re¬ 
lating to the customs or excise, or naviga¬ 
tion and trade of Great Britain. 

172. For repealing the duties payable tii 
Scotland upon distillers wash, spirits, and 
licences, and lor granting other duties in 
' eu thereof. 

To alter aud amend certain of the 
imwers aad provisions of several Acts passed 
^ir the redemption and sale of the land tax, 

VoL, XXVIll, Afpendix,'^ 
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and for making further proyisioii for the ra- 
demidion thereof. 

174. For Iflttinjjr tp farm the post-horse duties. 

175. To ex|di^ and amend several Acts re¬ 
lating to spiritual persons holding of farms, 
ami for enforcing the residence of such per¬ 
sons on their benefices in England, fur one 
year, and from thence until six weeks after 
the meeting of the then next session of 
parliament. 

176. Fur defraying the charge of the pay 
and cloathing of the local militia in Great 
Britain tor the year 1814. 

177. For defraying the charge of the pay 
and clothing of the militia of Ireland, and for 
making allowances in certain cases to snbal- 
tern officers of the said militia during |ieace. 

178. To continue so much of an Act, made 
in the 43rd year of bis present Majesty’s 
reign, for authorizing the billettiog aad sub¬ 
jecting to military discipline certain yeo¬ 
manry corps and officers of cavalry or in¬ 
fantry, as relates to such corps in Ireland. 

179> To amend an Act passed iu the 49th 
year of bis present Majesty’s reign, inti¬ 
tuled An Act for amending and redoeing 
iuto one Act of parliament the several laws 
for raising and training the militia of Ireland. 

180. To provide Ibr the preserving and re¬ 
storing of peace in such parts of Ireland as 
may at any time be disturbed by seditious 
persons, or by persons entering into unlaw¬ 
ful cornbiuatiniis nr conspiracies. 

181. To render Ihore easy aud effectual r«- 
ilress fur assaults in Ireland. 

182. To continue, until the 25th day of 
March, 1816, an Act for regulating the trade 
to the Isle of Malta; and to revive and 
continue, for the same period, several Acte 
relating to the trade to the Cape of Good 
Hope ; and to the bringing and lauding 
certain prize goods in Great Britain. 

183. To impose a countervailing duty of ex¬ 
cise on bleaching powder imported from 
Ireland. 

184. For the eflectnal examination of ac¬ 
counts of the rweipt and expenditure of th« 
colonial revenues in the islands of Ceylon, 
Mauritius, Malta, Trinidad, and in the set¬ 
tlements of the Cape of Good Hope, for live 
years. 

J(>5. To allow a bounty on the exportation 
from Great Britain of British made cordage, 

186. For the more easy apprehending and 
trying of ofienders estaping from one part 
of the United Kingdom to the other. 

187. To revive and continue, until the 1st 
day of June, 1820, and to amend several 
Acts for the more effectual prevention of 
depredations on the river Thames and ka 
vicinity. 

188. Fur enabling his Majesty to raise the 
sum of ttiree roillioiis for the service of 
Great Britain, and for applying the sum of 
200,0001. British currency lor the service 
of Ireland, 

CO 
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189. 1*0 defray the cliafge of the pay, 
' olothinitr, and rniitiugeut expenses of the 
di^< lobodied iinljuii in Great Britatn, and oT 
tli'e luiiieis id Cnrnwall and Devon, and 
for {i^antini! allowances, in certain cases, to 
Buballer.- oiheers, adjuiants, surgeons mates, 
and seijcuni'inajuis of uiihtia, until the 25lb 
day of June, 1815. 


[ccxii 

190. For appointing cnmiuissiooersfor rarry- 
intu execution an Act of this session of par¬ 
liament, fur gi anting u> his Majesty a duty 
on pensions and offiu's in England; and an 
Act made in the 38‘h year of his present 
Majesty, for granting an aid to his Majesty 
hy a land tax to be raised in Great Britain, 
fur the service of the year 1798. * 
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